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We Cannot Fool Jesus
Francis
“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena

In this passage of the Gospel which we just
heard, there are two things that strike me: an
image and a word.
The image is that of Jesus with the whip in
hand who chases out all those who were taking advantage of the Temple to carry out their
business. These businessmen who were selling animals for sacrifices, were moneychangers ... It was the sacred – the sacred
Temple, and this filth, out. This is the image.
And Jesus takes a whip and goes in, to clean
the Temple a bit.
And the phrase, the word, is where it says
that so many people believed in Him, a terrible phrase: “but Jesus did not trust himself to
them, because he knew all men and needed
no one to bear witness of man; for he himself
knew what was in man” (John 2:24-25).

If we can’t get it straight with regard to the truth about marriage
and the family, we really don’t have much to say about anything
else.
- Cardinal Raymond Burke

We cannot deceive Jesus: He knows us from
within. He did not trust himself. He, Jesus, did
not trust himself to them. And this can be a
good question in the middle of Lent: Can Jesus trust himself to me? Can Jesus trust himself to me or am I two-faced? Do I pretend to
be Catholic, to be close to the Church, and
then live like a pagan? “But Jesus doesn’t
know it, no one is going to tell him.” He does
know it. “He needed no one to bear witness
of man; for he himself knew what was in
man.” Jesus knows all that is in our heart: we
(Continued on page 2)

We cannot...
(Continued from page 1)

cannot deceive Jesus.
Before Him, we cannot
pretend to be saints, and
close our eyes, behave
like this, and then lead a
life that is not the one He
wills for us. And he knows
it. And we all know the
name that Jesus gave to
these two-faced persons:
hypocrites.
It will do us good, today,
to enter in our hearts and
see Jesus, and say to Him: “Look, Lord, there are
good things but also things that aren’t good. Jesus,
do you trust yourself to me? I am a sinner ...” This
doesn’t alarm Jesus. If you say to him: “I am a sinner,” he is not alarmed. What distances Him from us
is two-facedness: to have oneself be seen as just in
order to cover one’s hidden sin. “But I go to church
every Sunday, and I ...” Yes, we can say all this.
However, if your heart isn’t just, if you do not do justice, if you don’t love those in need of love, if you
don’t live according to the spirit of the Beatitudes,
you’re not a Catholic. You are a hypocrite. First: can
Jesus trust himself to me? In our prayer, let us ask
him: Lord, do you trust me?

Second,
the
gesture.
When we enter in our
hearts, we find things that
aren’t right, that are not
good, as Jesus found that
filth of trade in the Temple
of the money-changers.
There is filth also within
us; there are sins of egoism, of arrogance, of
pride, of cupidity, of envy,
of jealousy ... so many
sins! We can also continue the dialogue with Jesus: “Jesus, do you trust me? I want you to trust me.
So I open the door and cleanse my soul.” And we
must ask the Lord that, as He went to cleanse the
Temple, that he come to cleanse our soul. And we
imagine that he comes with a whip of cords ... No,
that doesn’t cleanse the soul! Do you know what Jesus’ whip is to cleanse our soul? Mercy. Open your
heart to Jesus’ mercy! Say: “Jesus, look at all this
filth! Come and cleanse us. Cleanse us with Your
mercy, with Your gentle words; cleanse us with Your
caresses.” And if we open our heart to Jesus’ mercy,
so that He cleanses our heart, our soul, Jesus will
trust Himself to us.
ZENIT, March 9, 2015 (Link)

Praised be Jesus
From the beginning, our Church has remained faithful to
the teachings of Jesus. The Deposit of Faith can be likened to a treasure chest filled with jewels. Among these
jewels is the pearl of great price – Jesus Himself, in the
Eucharist.
Each time we receive the Eucharist, we become transformed into the image and likeness of Jesus. This is why,
as Dominicans, we strive to attend daily Mass. The transformation and grace we receive from this intimate union
gives success to our preaching efforts. But that grace
doesn’t end with the sacrifice of the Mass. Jesus waits for
us in the Blessed Sacrament.
He waits and watches, hoping the church door will open
and it will be you coming to visit Him. His desire is to love,
heal and shower us with grace. St. Jose Maria Escriva
says, “Each time you approach the Blessed Sacrament
remember that Jesus has been waiting for you for twenty
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centuries for this personal visit”. St. Therese of Lisieux
states, “Do you realize that Jesus is there in the Blessed
Sacrament expressly for you, you alone? He burns with
the desire to come into your heart”.
It is impossible to overemphasize the great need we have
for – and the tremendous blessing we have in – the
Blessed Sacrament. Outside of the Mass, this is by far the
best use of our time. Sitting before the tabernacle is sitting at the feet of Jesus. We can experience His transformative power in the same way the disciples did on the
road to Emmaus:
“When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave
thanks, broke it and began handing it to them. Then their
eyes were opened and they recognized him” (Luke 24:3031).
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It was when the disciples saw the Eucharist, when Jesus
began handing it to them - but before they actually received - that their eyes were opened. That’s the power of
Adoration.

ton Sheen states that “The Holy Hour becomes like an
oxygen tank to revive the breath of the Holy Spirit in the
midst of the foul and fetid atmosphere of the world’. And
the breath of the Holy Spirit is exactly what we need.

From that point, their lives were completely changed.
They had new insight, wisdom, strength, understanding
and zeal. They were also re-united with their community
in a common bond.

I invite you then, together as a province, to spend more
time with the Eucharistic Jesus. Commit to at least one
hour a week, if you can. Also, think about the possibility of
starting a Holy Hour at your parish. This is the perfect
apostolate for the Dominican Laity. If you can’t commit to
an hour, then stop by your local church for a few minutes
on the way to the grocery store, or at lunchtime. Say a
prayer for our Church, our Order and our country. Imagine
the grace that would be bestowed upon our province if we
all committed to this.

“They asked each other, were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the
Scriptures to us?... They got up and returned at once to
Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with
them, assembled together and saying, It is true! The Lord
has risen and has appeared to Simon. Then the two told
what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread” (Luke 24:3235).
Our common bond in the Order of Preachers is to preach
the Word of God according to our state in life. But like the
disciples, unless we first spend time with Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament, our understanding of scripture will be
limited; “Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the scriptures” (Luke 24:27). If Jesus Himself explained the scriptures to them - and they still didn’t get it - how can we
hope to truly understand? We need the Blessed Sacrament to give us light. St. Peter Julian Eymard, who is noted for his devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, says;
“Eucharistic Adoration is the most necessary mission to
the Church, which has even more need of prayerful souls
than of powerful preachers or men of eloquence”. While
that statement is true, think of what a blessing that powerful preacher can be if he were also a prayerful soul. St.
Dominic is the perfect example! He spent long nights in
church laying prostrate before the tabernacle. As sons
and daughters of St. Dominic we must follow his example
to successfully carry on his mission.

“You can come to me in Eucharistic Adoration at any
moment, at any time; I want to speak to you and I desire to grant you grace!” (Jesus to St. Faustina)
May God bless you with many graces this Lenten and
Easter Season,
Denise Harvey
President of the Most Holy Name of Jesus Province

Our time in adoration isn’t just a blessing for ourselves
and the Church. It impacts the entire world. Blessed
Mother Teresa says,
“A Holy Hour of adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament opens up the floodgates of God’s merciful love upon
the world’. She goes on to say,
“In order to convert America and save the world what we
need is for every parish to come before Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament in Holy Hours of prayer”.
These are stunning and powerful words. Think of impact
there would be on our country if every parish had a well
attended Holy Hour at least once a week. Archbishop Ful-
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New Provincial Promoter!
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As you all know, Father Vincent Serpa’s two terms as
Provincial Promoter ended this past January. Father Vincent has been a tremendous blessing to us. I know we
will continue to benefit from his wisdom, faith and dedication.
At this time I would like to welcome Father Francis Le as
our new Provincial Promoter.
Father Francis has a diverse background that reads like a
storyline for the American dream. He is intelligent, energetic and faithful. Father has a great devotion to our
Blessed Mother and the Blessed Sacrament. We have
once again been blessed.
Please join me in keeping Father Vincent in prayer as he
continues to serve Our Lord, and Father Francis as he
begins his new ministry as Promoter to the Laity.
God bless you,
Denise Harvey
——
The Rev Francis-Hung Q. Le, OP
Provincial Promoter
Fr. Francis-Hung Quang Le, O.P., is a Dominican friar
from the US Western Dominican Province. Born in Vietnam, he came to America in 1977 as a boatperson, a
refugee; he grew up as a teenager in Santa Barbara, California; he completed his undergraduate studies in electrical and computer engineering at UCSB. In order to support his family in Vietnam he worked as a hardware engineer, designing telecommunication equipment in Silicon
Valley and obtained his MSEE degree at Santa Clara University. After seven years working in the electronic field,
through the grace of God, he chose to pursue a religious
vocation and found a place to live and follow Christ in the
spirit of St. Dominic, the founder of the Dominican Order.
Moved by the grace of God, he made his first profession
of vows in August 1997. He learned different languages
as tools for his studies and ministry. He spent a year in
Mexico City, Mexico, to learn theology in Spanish.

he delivered medicines and medical supplies for the poor
at Kim Long Charity Clinic, a facility that serves 250 in-out
patients per day. The clinic is run by the Sisters of the
Congregations of Daughters of Mary Immaculate in Hue,
Vietnam, the very sisters who taught him in kindergarten.
In May 2006, he returned to Vietnam with a small group of
parishioners who were, and still, are medical doctors,
nurses, and friends to continue the mission of love; the
mission that is guided by faith and hope in Jesus Christ.
Today, this mission is known as Holy Rosary International
Medical Mission, a non-profit organization dedicated to
serve the sick and the poor in third world countries.
Father Francis is currently the Parochial Vicar at Blessed
Sacrament Church in Seattle.
SAVE THE DATE!
The 2015 LPC will be meeting August 7-9

On May 29, 2004, Fr. Francis was ordained as a Catholic
priest. In June 2004, he returned to Santa Barbara and
celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Raphael Catholic Church, Goleta, California. Fr. Francis became Pastor
at Holy Rosary in 2011.
In 1999, he began a charitable mission in Lima, Peru. He
brought medicine for the sick and the poor; he visited a
Dominican health clinic, the very house where St. Martin
de Porres was born. During the summers of 2003-2005,
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As a sign of our unity and commitment to the Order, the
Executive Committee invites you to join us in wearing
black and white during that weekend, along with our
scapulars and/or profession cross.
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Applying the Principles and Practice of the
Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church
John Keenan, Vice President/Peace and Justice Promoter
Our Lord admonished His people to help the poor (see
Matthew 5:42, 19:21 25:34, Luke 12:33 (to name a few).
In carrying this out, what role does the government have
in helping the poor? Is the legal transfer of income from
wealthy people to the poor full Christ’s command? Is government force by taxation a form of true charity? Government has a role in helping the poor; but is the primary
means of helping the poor?
What about at the international level? Many people push
national governments, international institutions and nongovernmental organizations to transfer wealth from “first”
world (e.g. developed) nations to “third” world (e.g. impoverished/developing) nations. The method of transfer is for
wealthy governments to tax their people so that taxpayer
monies may be transferred to poorer nations.
There are a number of institutions, programs and ideas
promoted to meet the goal of transferring income or
wealth from richer countries to their poorer neighbors.
You might recognize a few of these institutions and ideas.
These include, but are not limited to, the United Nations,
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the
U.S. foreign aid programs, and the U.S.A.I.D.; and among
the ideas for transfer of wealth, you can include 2015 Millennium goals, the earth charter.org, and the ideas of environmental sustainability, global warming campaigns,
universal health care, and the international financial transaction tax.
At the core of each institution or idea named above (by no
means an exhaustive list) is the idea of transferring income from wealthier countries to poorer nations. In many
ways, these can be good goals; yet is there a better or
more fruitful approach?
Is it possible that third world countries can avoid borrowing money from the wealthier nations? Is it better for
poorer countries to help their own population to produce
wealth and stability? Is it possible that the production of
wealth can be increased in poor countries so that more
people can live an opportunity-based economy by feeding
themselves and their families? Does social justice simply
involve the transfer of income from one part of society to
the less fortunate? Is there true justice where—through
the use of force—the government by taxation takes from
one sector of society and gives to another less-fortunate
sector of society?
It can be said that social justice involves the recognition of
human dignity and development of peoples to live fully as
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stated in the Gospels and in the social doctrine of the
Catholic Church. Yet, a change in approach can help a
nation to develop and to produce its own wealth, its natural resources and its people paired with a strong policy to
repair, reclaim and restore the environment.
Why should the international community build a dependent-nation class—ever seeking to build a constituency of
client nations of developed economies? Poor people in
third world countries should grow in opportunities presented from political and economic freedom; enjoy the fruit of
their hard work, where life, liberty, and property rights are
secured by law, enjoyed, and passed from one generation
to the next; and where religious freedom is established
under law.
These ideas were long ago established in constitutional
republics like in the United States and other nations that
recognize and maintain the natural rights of each human
person under law, inclusive of the right to life, the right to
liberty, and the right to property. Once established under
a constitution, each republic should be protected by a
vigorously independent court system—upholding and securing the rights of each person and the ownership and
use of property.
If a poor nation can develop into a
wealthy nation, its own people flourish and the public and
private institutions that educate and uplift their peoples
will change the economic, political, and spiritual wellbeing of its poor. Much like the people of the United
States, a free people can be very generous to its lessfortunate brothers and sisters around the world.
Why not help dependent poor nations and their citizens
become independent?
Why not help them to build
wealth by developing their natural resources that is environmentally responsible? In other words, by developing
wealth within their own borders, dependent nations become independent; building a sustainable future by developing their industry, agriculture, mining, timber, energy,
manufacturing and service sectors without an overarching
dependency upon government and taxation. In so doing,
an independent nation that maintains the rule of law with
a free economy; its people can excel in the common good
and set standards that meet the principles and practicality
of the social doctrine of the Catholic Church.
For more information on the Colloquium on the Social
Doctrine of the Catholic Church, check the Blessed Margaret of Castello Chapter website at
www.dominicanidaho.org.
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From the Editor
These last few weeks have been very busy, and an interesting chain of events which have been good for the mind
and soul. Starting in late February I attended the Northwest Catholic Men’s Conference in Pendleton, Oregon.
Archbishop Alexander Sample (Portland), Bishop Liam
Carey (Baker City), Fr Joseph Levine, and others gave
wonderful talks; we had productive discussion sessions
and continuous adoration and confession. Add to that
beautiful Masses and it adds up to some intense spiritual
nourishment!
When I married two years ago, my lovely dear bride presented me with, among others, a healthy, bouncing, 30
year old baby boy! He was home on leave from the Navy,
and it was a special blessing to attend the men’s conference with him and get to know him a bit better, and to
grow in our faith together.

cheer us on but we don’t hear or respond. Archbishop
Sample warned of tepidity, that state that makes God
vomit.
So if we wish to settle God’s stomach the medicines of
choice are the great weapons of the Lenten spiritual life;
fasting, the Rosary, and confession. Otherwise it is good
to remember that God’s vomit is the Devil’s food.
May this Lent help us all to grow in union with the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May Mary our Mother teach
us Love divine, and may we be fruitful sons and daughters of our Holy Father Dominic.
Mark Gross
Editor

This blessing was followed by a trip to New Mexico to visit
my mother. With her we attended a tribute event at the
University of New Mexico, where my father was honored
and recognized through an endowed scholarship in Entrepreneurial Engineering. It was touching to speak with so
many people he had impacted in his life; faculty, alumni,
and scholarship recipients.
We also attended the premier of a movie made by a
friend of mom’s (more later in this issue), and spent a
wonderful day in Santa Fe with Mass at the Cathedral of
St Francis, a visit to the Chapel of Loretto to see the miraculous staircase, and a visit to the pilgrimage church at
Chimayo. But above all, was the joy of watching my dear
bride and her new mother in law get to know each other,
and to watch apprehension and anxiety melt into a love
and recognition of each other’s gifts and commonality
which was truly amazing. They have so much in common
that I had to marvel that I hadn’t recognized this before!
So now you know my weak excuse for the lateness of this
issue; life intervened in a wonderful and delightful way,
and I pray you will forgive me my tardiness!
And surprisingly, the world and the Church have gone on
their merry ways battling each other without me, much as
has happened since the fall in the garden and will until the
end of time. Speaking of which, if you haven’t read the
Holy Father’s favorite book yet, do so! Lord of the World
by Robert Hugh Benson is a remarkable book! One may
be forgiven, I believe, and be in good company indeed, if
one is tempted to read in the signs of the times that the
end is near indeed.
Relatively speaking, of course, individually our end is always near. Never farther than a breath and a heartbeat
from eternity, we pass our time as though we had all the
time in the world, oblivious to the eternity so close at
hand, oblivious of the great cloud of witnesses which
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What About Henry VIII?
Cardinal George Pell
Interestingly, Jesus’ hard
teaching that “what therefore
God has joined together, let
no man put asunder” (Mt
19:6) follows not long after
his insistence to Peter on the
necessity of forgiveness (see
Mt 18:21–35).
It is true that Jesus did not
condemn
the
adulterous
woman who was threatened
with death by stoning, but he
did not tell her to keep up her
good work, to continue unchanged in her ways. He told her to sin no more (see Jn
8:1–11).
One insurmountable barrier for those advocating a new
doctrinal and pastoral discipline for the reception of Holy
Communion is the almost complete unanimity of two thousand years of Catholic history on this point. It is true that
the Orthodox have a long-standing but different tradition,

forced on them originally by their Byzantine emperors, but
this has never been the Catholic practice.
One might claim that the penitential disciplines in the early centuries before the Council of Nicaea were too fierce
as they argued whether those guilty of murder, adultery,
or apostasy could be reconciled by the Church to their
local communities only once—or not at all. They always
acknowledged that God could forgive, even when the
Church’s ability to readmit sinners to the community was
limited.
Such severity was the norm at a time when the Church
was expanding in numbers, despite persecution. It can no
more be ignored than the teachings of the Council of
Trent or those of Saint John Paul II or Pope Benedict XVI
on marriage can be ignored. Were the decisions that followed Henry VIII’s divorce totally unnecessary?
The preceding excerpt, originally published at The Catholic Thing, is taken from Cardinal George Pell's foreword to
The Gospel of the Family, a book criticizing Cardinal
Kasper's Communion proposal. (Link)

Pope Francis Stands at a Crossroads
Robert Moynihan
Now 78, he can be rightly pleased with many of the great
successes he has had during his first two years as
Pope... the enormous crowds he drew in Brazil, Sri
Lanka, the Philippines... the millions of hearts he has
moved with his simple words and his simple, kind gestures.
His diplomats helped broker an end to United States
sanctions on the Castro regime in Cuba.
He held a vigil for peace in Syria, and is contemplating
traveling to Ukraine to help bring peace there.
The world has acclaimed him for these things.
But this acclaim has come from the same media that criticized his predecessor to the point of ridicule.
This acclaim, therefore, is not a sign of love and respect
for the Successor of Peter as the successor of Peter. If
that were so, Benedict too would have been praised for
his kindness and goodness.
But Benedict was not so praised. Rather, he was chased
from the Apostolic Palace and into a convent in the Vatican Gardens by a series of attacks and scandals, ending

with “Vatileaks” — his own butler stealing his private letters from his very desk...
The media praise of Francis, then, is largely false praise.
It springs from a de-sire to influence the Pope’s agenda. It
springs from a desire to affect and change the teaching of
the Church Francis leads and guides.
Essentially, this praise seeks to place Francis a position
of fait accompli before a difficult choice:
(1) either accept the world’s understanding of morality,
and keep the world’s acclaim, or
(2) restate, with the authority of Peter (yes, that same,
weak Peter who denied Christ, but then returned, was
strengthened, and made able to confirm his brethren in
the faith), the perennial teaching of the Church and... lose
the world’s acclaim.
If Francis fully and unambiguously reaffirms the content of
the Christian faith, the faith Pope Benedict, like all his predecessors, preached “in and out of season” despite the
world’s derision, he may expect the media to turn on him
as they turned on Benedict... like ravening wolves.
(Continued on next page)
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Crossroads
(Continued from previous page)

The media will find ways to malign and ridicule Francis,
just as they have found ways to praise and honor him.
It will be — as it was for Benedict — a type of bloodless
martyrdom...
Inside the Church, the Pope is also being widely praised.
Many are hailing him as a new “Good Pope John,” like
John XXIII.
But he is also beginning to be criticized. First the criticism
came from obscure Catholic bloggers. Now it is coming
from cardinals — including cardinals in the Ro-man Curia
itself.
The essential criticism is that, in a praiseworthy effort to
reach out to all (especially the wounded, the marginalized, the “peripheral”) with the mercy of Christ, Francis
appears to be reversing aspects of the course charted by
his predecessor, Benedict, and so causing confusion.
Since the criticism comes primarily from “traditional” Catholics, it is generally discounted in circles close to the
Pope. The critics are seen as having an emotional (not
rational) “animus” against reforms Francis is attempting.
So it is not seen as a serious, theologically-based criticism of Francis and his plans. But this may be a misunderstanding, and perhaps a mistake.
Two recent examples of this emerging criticism are significant.
The first is from an African cardinal, Robert Sarah, 69,
from Guinea on Africa’s west coast, currently Prefect of
the Congregation for Divine Worship and so an important
official of the Holy See.
The second is from American Cardinal Raymond Burke,
66, formerly the head of the Apostolic Signatura, now ecclesial patron of the Sovereign Order of the Knights of
Malta.
On February 16, the French Catholic magazine Famille
Chretienne published on the internet brief extracts from a
full-length interview-book with Sarah. The book is entitled
Either God or Nothing (“Dieu ou rien”). (It’s subtitle is Entretien sur la foi (“Conversation on the faith”), calling to
mind the book-interview of another cardinal, published in
the 1980s, Rapporto sulla fede (“Report on the Faith,”
published in English as... “The Ratzinger Report”).
Sarah has this to say: “The idea that would consist in
placing the Magisterium in a pretty box by detaching it
from pastoral practice, which could evolve according to
circumstances, fads, and passions, is a form of heresy, a
dangerous schizophrenic pathology. I therefore affirm solemnly that the Church of Africa will firmly oppose every
rebellion against the teaching of Christ and the Magisterium.”
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Sarah is referring to the idea at the heart of the
“progressive” agenda for the bishops’ synod, which argues that the Church’s teaching on the indissolubility of
marriage (the Magisterium on marriage) may be “detached” from “pastoral practice” — retaining the teaching,
but ignoring it in practice. Sarah boldly judges this thinking “a form of heresy.”
On February 8, Cardinal Burke gave a 6-minute interview
to a French public television network, France 2. Here is a
summary:
The interviewer asks: “You are a great admirer of Benedict XVI?”
Burke replies: “Oh, yes!... Of all the qualities of Benedict
XVI, I think that the greatest is the one of being a master
of the faith. When there is confusion, protest, I always
turn towards him, towards his writings on the liturgy, but
also on other doctrinal matters. Now I must get used to a
new Pope and...”
A voice-over follows in which the interviewer says several
cardinals are defending the traditional family. Then the
interviewer asks: “How do you intend to place Pope Francis on the good path?”
Burke replies: “On this, also one must be very attentive
regarding the power of the Pope. The classic formulation
is that ‘the Pope has the plenitude, the fullness, of power.’
This is true. But it is not absolute power. His power is at
the service of the doctrine of the faith. And thus the Pope
does not have the power to change teaching, doctrine.”
The interviewer then tries to provoke Burke: “Can we say
that the true guardian of doctrine is you, and not Pope
Francis?”
Burke smiles, shakes his head. “Let us leave aside the
matter of the Pope. In our faith, it is the truth of doctrine
that guides us.”
The interviewer persists: “If Pope Francis insists on this
path, what will you do?”
Burke then makes the remark that has become famous in
recent days: “I will resist. I cannot do anything else. There
is no doubt that this is a difficult time, this is clear.”
The Pope is on his Lenten retreat as this is written. The
subject of the retreat is “Servants and Prophets of the
Living God.” The Pope’s agenda for this year is very full.
We must pray that he take his decisions not based on the
acclaim of the media, or even on the criticism of cardinals.
There is only one person now the Pope must consider,
only one person whose approval he must seek: Christ
alone. This will define his legacy.
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De Profundis

Hilda Roselene Serpa
Jan. 2, 1916 – Jan. 23, 2015

Life Professed
Dominican Laity
April 29, 2007
Requiescat in pace
Our beloved sister in St. Dominic, Hilda Serpa went home to the Lord
on Friday, January 23, 2015 at the age of 99. She was an active member of our chapter since 2005 and attended the meetings until she fell
ill in late 2014. The Mass of Christian Burial was presided by her son, Fr. Vincent Serpa, OP and
concelebrated by Fr. Joseph Sergott, OP, Fr. Patrick O’Neil, OP and Fr. Jerome Cudden, OP at
Our Lady of Grace Church in Castro Valley on January 31, 2015. Her daughter, Gloria Serpa delivered a beautiful and touching eulogy after Mass. Hilda will be greatly missed. Réquiem ætérnam
dona ei, Dómine, et lux perpétua lúceat ei. Requiéscant in pace. Amen.
Hilda Roselene Serpa was born the youngest of 5 children (Mae, Angie, Joe and Tony) to Jose
and Rose Cardoza on January 2, 1916. Her parents were originally from Terceira Island in the
Azores Archipelago. Both belonged to the Third Order of St. Francis and instilled in her a deep
love of God and a devout prayer life. Hilda met her husband of 57 years, Andrew, while working at
Hunt's Cannery in Hayward. She was devoted to her God, her husband and family.
In midlife she became a cook at Beulah Home Retirement Center in Oakland for approximately 8
years earning 2nd in charge designation. She moved on to work another 8 years for the Adrian
Dominican Sisters at All Saint's Convent in Hayward, and 2 years at St. Lawrence O'Toole Convent. After caring for her husband in his last illness, she found solace
after his death in serving as a volunteer in the St. Rose Hospital Auxiliary. She was 80 years old and remained with them for 10 years and quit
when she learned that abortions were being done there. At 91 Hilda
made Life Profession in the Dominican Laity, Corpus Christi Chapter in
Menlo Park in the presence of her children, Fr. Vincent Serpa, OP and
Gloria Serpa who were the Provincial Promoter of the Laity and the
Chapter Prioress, respectively, at the time. Hilda was featured in the
May-June 2013 issue of the Dominican Laity newsletter in a candid interview about her life and her service to the Church that revealed her as
a devoted wife and mother, a dedicated sister in St. Dominic and a loving friend but most of all as God’s good and faithful daughter.
-Charo
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The Gift Who is Hilda Serpa
by Charo Aguirre

CA: Can you tell us about your parents, where they were
born?
HS: My father was a farmer and my mother was a housewife who did a lot of gardening and sewing. She used to
sew all our clothes. They were born in the Azores Islands. They came over here when they were quite young.
My mother knew my father back in her country but when
they were both over here, they decided to get married.
They married at All Saints Church in Hayward.
CA: And where did you grow up and where did you go to
school?
HS: In Mount Eden.
CA: Can you tell me a little bit about your childhood, what
it was like growing up in Mount Eden?

Hilda Serpa is a gift to the Dominican order and to the
Corpus Christi chapter. As the oldest active member of
our community, Hilda brings wisdom, humor and joy to
our chapter. She celebrated her 97th birthday on January
2, 2013 and we rejoiced with her by celebrating it with a
birthday cake, rendering her a heartfelt birthday song and
wishing her all our love and prayers expressed in a greeting card titled “You Are a Gift”.
As a tribute to her faithful service to the Church, to the
Order and to our chapter, I decided to interview Hilda.
With candor, she shared her life story, her life in Christ,
the wisdom of her age and what it means to be a member
of the Dominican Laity. The interview was captured on
video by my brother, Baltazar and was conducted on April
13, 2013 in her home in Hayward where she lives with her
daughter, Gloria Serpa, the current chapter prioress. Hilda is also the mother of the provincial promoter, Fr. Vincent Serpa, OP who serves as the chaplain of Catholic
Answers Radio Show and the superior of the Dominican
friars in San Diego. Additionally, Hilda’s parents were
Franciscan Tertiaries who formed in her a deep faith and
love for God. With her permission, I would like to share
this interview in this newsletter and I hope readers will
enjoy it.
—
HS: My name is Hilda Roselene Serpa and I am ninetyseven years old. I was born in Mount Eden, which was a
small town past Hayward, in 1916, January 2nd.

HS: Well in a farm, there isn’t much fun; you do a lot of
work. You have a lot of work to do. Everybody had their
chores; everybody had something they had to do. I had
especially one kitten that I kept and I raised and I had a
little doll buggy and I had dolls and doll clothes. I dressed
the cat in my doll clothes. But it wouldn’t stay in the buggy so I couldn’t wheel it around so I tied it into the buggy.
The cat meowed so loud that my mother came out and
said, “You are torturing that cat, let it go!” So, I had to.
CA: How about school?
HS: It was Mount Eden School. I had to walk a mile to
school and there [were] a lot of trees and in those days
they had a lot of tramps that used to come from different
places because we were by a railroad track. And they
would camp in between the gum trees and I was always
afraid to go to school because I was afraid of them, although they never harmed anybody. And my mother always fed them when they came to our door. And she always was very happy when they came at Christmas time
because she would give them some of our Christmas dinner to take back to their camp.
CA: That was very charitable of her.
HS: Yes, it was. She was always very good that way.
CA: Can you share with us some memories about how
you met your husband?
HS: I was sixteen and my mother used to work at Hunt’s
Cannery here in Hayward and it was fruit season. And my
mother says, “You’re going with me to work at the cannery”. So I did, I went and worked at the cannery. My
(Continued on next page)
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husband was a mechanic there. He was a troubleshooter,
whatever happened that was wrong, he’d go and fix it and
get it going again. So, my parents knew his parents but
they didn’t know him too well. But of course, I had heard
of him but I had never met him. But one day, I was working on peach machines. They have a machine and you
put a peach in there and on one side there was a pin that
would hold it and on the other side, it would peel it and
take the pin out. And so I was just putting the peaches on
there and my husband and I both looked up and we
looked at one another and that was it…it took off from
there and I was married at seventeen.
CA: Any special memories about your courtship, about
how he would court you?
HS: Well, he lived at home with his parents, here on A
Street. Of course, we were quite a ways down and he
used to come every night to visit me, to see me and talk
to me. My mother used to get pushed out of shape because it interfered with [family]. My [parents]...they were
sitting in the kitchen talking. And that was it, until we decided to get married.
CA: And how long were you married?
HS: Fifty-seven years. It was a long time. In fact, one of
his brothers, when we got married, one of them said, “Oh,
that will last six months and that’s it!” Well, it lasted fiftyseven years, so…so much for his saying.
CA: How many children do you have and can you tell me
a little bit about them?

HS: I have two children. My oldest, my son and he’s a
priest, [Fr. Vincent Serpa], a Dominican priest and he
works at Catholic Answers Radio Station in San Diego.
My daughter is Gloria Serpa and I don’t know what I
would have done without her, she is so good to me. She
does everything for me, takes me everywhere I have to
go. She works at Gillig Brothers here in Hayward and I
thank God for her everyday of my life.
CA: Any memorable moments you’d like to share about
them as children, while they were growing up?
HS: My daughter used to be a ballroom dance teacher
and she used to waltz with her father when he was alive.
She entered the convent. She was there for two years,
then she left. And my son, he said his first Mass at our
church, at All Saints Church in Hayward. All our family
was there. Now, I’m the only one left [in] my family. Everyone else is with the Lord.
CA: And how was Fr. Vincent as a young boy?
HS: Regular, regular kid, mischievous sometimes, sometimes very good. He loved trains, things like that. But he
was just a regular kid.
CA: And how about Gloria, as a little girl?
HS: Well, even as a little girl, she’d love to dance. She
used to dance with her little finger up in the air, like this…
go around in circles. But she was a regular good girl too,
never gave me any trouble either one of them.
(Continued on next page)

Hunt’s Cannery, 1930
Photos courtesy of Hayward Area Historical Society
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All Saint’s Church, 1925. Hilda’s father was one of two men that
graded the land with horse-drawn equipment for this church.
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CA: What a beautiful family. And you were received in
the Dominican order in 1958. How did you hear about
them?
HS: Through my son. I first joined it at St. Albert’s in
Oakland. He was living there at the time. I joined it there
but my husband wasn’t too well and he didn’t like my going out every Sunday without him and I told him to join but
he didn’t want to join. So then, I quit. And I joined back
when my daughter was a prioress.
CA: You became active again and you made your life profession. You join the community every third Sunday,
whenever you are able and so that’s a great blessing.
What has it been like being in the community?
HS: It’s been very good. I consider all the members my
sisters and my brother in St. Dominic. And I love all of
them, I pray for all of them. I pray the Rosary for all of
them everyday.
CA: Thank you, Hilda. You are a treasure for the community. You’re a prayer warrior for all of us.
HS: I’ve sort of set myself to prayer because I pray for the
poor souls in purgatory and those who have passed away
and have nobody to pray for them so I try to remember
them all.
CA: You’ve inspired us with your wisdom, your sense of
humor, with just your presence.
HS: Well, I have found that in order to go through life,
you have to have a sense of humor. There are many
times you can’t get by unless you laugh at yourself and
what goes on.
CA: How can someone attain the kind of blessings that
you have in life?
HS: Just through the Lord. If you give yourself to Jesus
and you pray to Him and you ask Him to keep you a certain way, He will answer you. He has answered me many
times.
CA: As the oldest active member of the Dominican Laity,
what advice can you give to people who are considering a
vocation to the Dominican Laity?
HS: Turn to the Lord. He is the one that keeps me the
way I am. People [should] turn to the Lord. Without Him,
we’re nothing. With Him, we can do anything.

Dominican friar and chaplain of Catholic Answers and
Gloria, who is the prioress of our own community, Corpus
Christi. What can you say about this great gift that God
has bestowed on your family with all of you as Dominicans, to be the mother of two Dominicans?
HS: I often tell Him, “Lord, I am not worthy for all the
good things you have done for me…my children. Thank
Him, pray to Him and thank Him, always.
CA: And I’m sure that a lot of mothers look up to you because of your service to God. You worked at St. Rose’s
hospital for a very long time. What was your experience
like at St. Rose’s hospital?
HS: Ten years, I worked there volunteering. It was wonderful but only when it was a Catholic hospital. Once they
sold the hospital and it wasn’t a Catholic hospital anymore
and they were doing abortions and sterilizations and I
wouldn’t work in a place that did that, so I quit.
CA: In a way, you have defended life.
HS: Yes, in whatever way I could and that was one way I
could.
CA: Do you have any other things you’d like to share with
us, as a Dominican Laity.
HS: Well, I don’t do it for my glory; I do it for His, for the
Lord’s glory. I go when I can. Sometimes I haven’t the
energy. At my age, energy doesn’t come very easily but
when I can I will go.
CA: Thank you, Hilda for allowing us to interview you.
Please continue to pray your Rosaries for us.
HS: Thank you. Yes, first thing I do in the morning is say
my Rosary. Then after that, I have my breakfast and go
about doing whatever I can. But I thank my parents for
that because when we were growing up, every single day
after dinner at night we would turn our chairs around like
this and kneel and put our arms up. My father would lead
the Rosary one night and my mother the next night but
every night we said the Rosary. So it made the Rosary
the prayer that none of us ever forgot. And we do it all
the time.
(At this point, I get a little help from Gloria Serpa who
throws in a couple of really good questions…)
GS: Are there any stories you want to share with us
about your parents?

CA: Both your children are in the order, Fr. Vincent as a

(Continued on page 10)
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HS: One story that stays in my mind all the time was
when I saw how much faith my parents had. My father
had grown a field of tomatoes that year and what they
made on their farm, in the vegetable and things they grew
is how they lived, that’s the only money they made and
how they paid their taxes and things like that. Well, this
one time, my father had a good crop of tomatoes, he had
big great tomatoes and he’d sell them to the cannery.
They had told him they picked up the tomatoes that week.
So they had the pickers picked them and they had them
in boxes. And we had the hardest rains that we had ever
had. It just poured buckets. That was one day and the
next day, the sun came out real strong and my father was
telling my mother, “We’re going to lose this crop if the tomatoes start to ferment. They won’t accept them, they’ll
throw them all out”. My mother threw her arm around my
father and he put his arm around her and they both said,
“Well, the Lord never closes one door that He doesn’t
open another. And that’s what’s going to happen”. And
sure enough, only maybe about a fourth of the tomatoes
were lost, the rest were all good and they accepted them.

So they were able to pay their taxes. And that to me,
showed me what faith can do. We always had prayer. My
mother was devoted to Our Lady and my father was devoted to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and they belonged to
the Third Order of St. Francis, both of them from their
country and when they died they wore their scapulars.
GS: What’s the greatest blessing of being old?
HS: To tell you the truth, I haven’t found it! When I do, I’ll
let you know! Well, I guess I should say what it really is.
I just thank God…to thank God that I have lived as long
as I have and be as well as I am. That is a great blessing.
That is one, among many. Many people ask me what my
secret is and I tell them I have no secret, it’s the Lord that
keeps me going. But if you don’t die when you’re young,
you have a pretty good chance of reaching it!
Charo Aguirre writes from the
Corpus Christi Chapter, Menlo Park
This article originally appeared in the
May 2013 edition of Truth Be Told

Hilda Serpa with her daughter Gloria after the interview
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The Liturgy, Signs of the Times, Sulphur,
Lawlessness & Disobedient Shepherds
Fr. William Moser
I’ve never been one who wants to ignore the law of God
and His Church – even if at times I perceived them narrowly or legalistically. As I grow older, and – please God!
– more mature, I have come to love the law of God and
His Church. I even confess I love all the rubrics of the
sacred liturgy. Yes, all of them! You see, I’m of an age –
57 – at which I have seen a lot of disobedience and dissent and downright disdain for the Church’s liturgical
laws. Worse, I have seen disdain for ecclesiastical laws.
And, worse yet, I’ve seen disdain for divine law as proclaimed by the Word of God and the constant teaching of
the Church.
So, I’m really wondering what’s going on these days,
even within high ecclesiastical circles. Jesus, perfect God
and perfect man has warned us, with His fatherly heart, to
read “the signs of the times.” (cf. Mt. 16:3). As I’m wondering about this, and what’s going on in the Church and
civil society, so much lawlessness and Godlessness and
defiance – I come across that mysterious passage in the
second chapter of St. Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians, wherein St. Paul speaks of “the man of lawlessness … the son of perdition.” (cf. 2 Thess. 2:3) Chills go
up and down my spine as I read his further explanation:
“For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work … and
then the lawless one will be revealed … the coming of the
lawless one by the activity of Satan will be with all power
and with pretended signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are to perish, because they
refused to love the truth and so be saved.” (cf. 2 Thess. 2:
7-10)

“Will Roper: So, now you give the Devil the benefit of
law!
St. Thomas More: Yes! What would you do? Cut a
great road through the law to get after the Devil?
Will Roper: Yes, I’d cut down every law in England to
do that!
St. Thomas More: Oh? And when the last law was
down and the Devil turned ‘round on you, where would
you hide, Roper, the laws all being flat? This country
is planted thick with laws, from coast to coast, Man’s
laws, not God’s! And if you cut them down, and you’re
just the man to do it, do you really think you could
stand upright in the winds that would blow then? Yes,
I’d give the Devil benefit of the law, for my own safety’s
sake!”
So, I ask: who can stand upright in the lawless winds that
are blowing now? Our country is planted thick with laws
because of the prevalent disdain for God’s law. If we
don’t respect God and His laws, how on earth do we expect people to respect man’s laws?
Conforming to the World’s Way

Sniffing Sulphur
Am I catching a whiff of sulphur these days? If St. Paul
could say in his day that “the mystery of lawlessness is
already at work,” (cf. 2 Thess. 2:7) what would he be saying in our day? If these are not the last days (and I’m not
suggesting they are – not at all) what will it be like in the
last days? No wonder people of those times would rather
be dead and our Lord mercifully shortens those days!
There’s Hope
I am here observing and wondering, not proclaiming the
last days. Actually, I am writing to bring hope. Hope for a
more positive proclamation of the new evangelization,
one that is not at all as it seems to be presented by some,
as an announcement of change (notice those who shout
‘change!’ never define what it is, until its fateful consequences are upon us) or an abrogation of all laws, that is,
all previous laws without consideration of their merit and
wisdom. I am actually writing to promote a new appreciation of law and law for a more secure and firmly established evangelization.

Truth Be Told 39

A scene from a movie comes frequently to mind. It’s a
wonderful point and counter-point argument between St.
Thomas More and his son-in-law, Will Roper, in the perennial masterpiece, “A Man for All Seasons.” Here’s that
tense, but splendid dialogue when St. Thomas More is
considering his possible dreadful fate:

This brings me to the place where we must be able to find
respect for law: the Church. Alas! The Church (at least
among some of her sons and daughters) seems to manifest a sign of conformity to the world’s ways instead of
being “a sign of contradiction.” I could amass a book full
of examples. Who is alive since the 1960s who doesn’t
know about liturgical abuses, defiance of the Church’s
basic morality, especially on the conception of new human life? Don’t forget the proud dissenters, lining up to
show off – to any camera in sight – their latest heresies!
Oh, what Godlessness! What … lawlessness!
Which is Worse?
Furthermore, there is the sight of so many shepherds defying God’s laws. But, I’ll tell you what may be even
worse, shepherds who never defend the faithful who are
scandalized by such defiance. They turn a blind eye to all
manner of clerical deceit. They are even annoyed by the
faithful who complain about abuses when they have a
right to hear the truth proclaimed and the Sacraments

Page 14

(Continued on next page)

Mar-Apr 2015

Signs
(Continued from previous page)

properly celebrated. How many holy popes and bishops
have counselled clergy to conform to the Church’s teaching and practice and to govern their people with truth and
justice, but have found only deafness?
It is the Faithful Ones Being Punished
So, here we are in 2015 where dissenters are not disciplined, and note this well: a Church wherein orthodox
people, people who simply want to be faithful without any
contention, are the ones who are punished. What has
happened? What is that I smell? A rat? No, a bit of sulphur. It’s the lawless one having his day.
What Will God Do Now?
You can ask friends of mine if you want, they will tell you I
have never been confirmed in the idea that these are the
last days. Oh, I do get close. I do wonder. I am a realist
and the sights and sounds of a world going insane gives
me pause. Here we are in a crazy world with omnipresent pornography, abortion on demand – almost demanded in many places – and what’s that I read lately? – of a
school district offering transgendered education to our
youth? Sodom and Gomorrah were burnt to a crisp, but
what will God do now?
Nevertheless, I hopefully hold on to the idea once proclaimed so confidently by St. John Paul II that there is
going to be a “new springtime” in the Church. He even
said – God bless him! – he could see its first signs. St.
John Paul II wasn’t just a wistful optimist. Need I remind
you, this is a man who endured tyrannical communism?
He was not a naïve churchman kept carefully coddled in
academic institutions. St. John Paul II had the “smell of
the sheep” as our present pontiff loves to say.
Thank You Homeschooling Moms
There are a lot of places I can point to as splendid examples of what that brilliant and beloved pope, St. John Paul
II, observed. Two quick examples are all that are needed
for a quick review: home schoolers – thank you homeschooling moms – you have done a wonderful but thankless task for the Church without support almost anywhere. Another example, those wonderful young priests
showing up and unabashedly and bravely ready to join
the battle. God bless you, young men! Never give up,
but above all, remember, we need holy priests, priests
who love the Church – and her customs and her laws
based on the apostolic and sacred Tradition she so lovingly upholds.
That brings me back to my point about the law. Here, I
want to suggest that, it’s most certainly an absolutely
necessary support for the new evangelization. None other than the great Cardinal, Raymond Burke, lights the
way. He did so at a previous synod of Bishops in Rome,
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on October 25, 2012. Because it didn’t get the notice that
it should have, I want to quote his words now:
“Among the most serious wounds of society today is the
separation of legal culture from its metaphysical objective, which is the moral law. In recent times this separation has been much accentuated, manifesting itself as a
real antinomianism which claims to render actions
which are intrinsically evil as legal, for example, abortion on demand, artificial conception of human life with
the aim of carrying out experimentation on the life of a
human embryo, the so-called euthanasia of those who
have a right to our preferential assistance, legal recognition of same-sex unions as marriage and the negation
of the fundamental right to conscience and religious
liberty.
“This antinomianism embedded in civil society has unfortunately infected post-Council ecclesial life, associating itself regrettably with so-called cultural novelties.
Excitement following the Council, linked to the establishment of a new Church which teaches freedom and
love, has strongly encouraged an attitude of indifference towards Church discipline, if not even hostility ….
“Devoted to present-day evangelization, we have the
task of laying the foundation for awareness of the disciplinary tradition of the Church and respect of the law of
the Church. How indeed will we be able to witness our
faith in the world if we ignore or neglect the demands of
justice within the Church?” (Cardinal Raymond Burke,
Synod 2012).
Law Must be Respected and Loved
Renewing our respect for law in the way back on course,
and the way forward in the “new springtime” ahead. Law
must be respected! Law must be loved! And, as our Lord
would say, not one “jot or tittle” less!
Who better as models of this recovery of respect and love
for the law can you find than St. Joseph and Holy Mary,
our Blessed Mother, Mother of the Church? In divine and
civil law Joseph and Mary were models of respect! The
holy gospel of St. Luke reports: “In those days a decree
went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be enrolled …. And Joseph also went up from Galilee …
to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child.” (cf. Luke 2:1-6) So, despite her advanced pregnancy and all the difficulties, Joseph and Mary followed
the law. Thus, they were good and law-abiding citizens.
Two other examples of their fidelity to the law of God will
complete the picture as presented by the Word of God in
written form. Further along in chapter two of St. Luke’s
gospel we read: “And when the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought Him
up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is written
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in the law of the Lord, ‘Every male that opens the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord’) and to offer sacrifice according to what was said in the law of the Lord ….” (cf.
Luke 2:22-24). The other passage reports: “And when
they had performed everything according to the law of the
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.” (cf. Luke 2:39).

Joseph and Mary are models of respect for the law of
God and their own country. May this respect, based on
love, give us all a new respect for the law and propel us
forward, into the new evangelization. Let us leave the
lawless one behind!
This article appeared at the blog
"Courageous Priest (Link)

Hearing the Lord in Silence
Br Bradley Thomas Elliott, OP
One of the great blessings of St.
Albert's Priory is the silence -- periods of great quiet where one is
able to reflect, recollect, and be
with God. This time of “still” is a
great spiritual luxury, a time of
prayer and solitude. In the hustle
and bustle of a modern and urban
setting, we are bombarded with
sounds: traffic, car horns, sirens,
cell phones, alarm clocks, and all
the machines that make our world
possible. Modern life is just plain noisy. Sonically speaking, the world is a very different place than it was for the
early Dominicans, even for those religious men and women a century ago. Truly if there is one respect in which
modernity has altered life, it is by stealing away the silence.
Last week, during one of these periods of quiet, the Lord
brought me to a deeper understanding of the beauty of
silence, and its importance in the life of prayer. If I am to
unite myself with the mission and work of the great saints
of old, it must begin right here, stocking the fire of the
interior life in the silence of prayer.
I recall a prayer that a retreat master once offered to
open a day of silence and, though I cannot remember
every word, the finale certainly left an impression: “...that
our hearts and minds might be open to the Lord, who
speaks in silence.”
Why is silence so important for hearing the voice of God?
Now that I am more adapted to the rhythm of Dominican
life, the answer has begun to dawn on me. Silence is a
powerful icon of God, perhaps the greatest icon we have.
It is utterly simple, like one long “now” without division of
parts, yet large enough to contain all measure of diversity
and plurality.
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I am reminded of the Prophet Elijah who, upon being told
to stand on the mountain before the Lord, was engulfed
by violent winds, fires and earthquakes. None of these,
as powerful and as distracting as they must have been,
brought the voice of God. However, in the silence that
followed, when he heard a “still small voice” speaking in
the calm of his heart, he covered his face with his mantle,
for then he knew he was in the presence of the Almighty.
It was in the school of silence that Elijah learned to recognize the voice of the Lord.
When we allow ourselves to enter into silence, when we
make room for it, we then realize that it was there all
along, not imposing itself like a tyrant, but waiting for us
like a patient friend. It never left us; we left it; or rather
forgot to notice it. Where had we gone?
We cannot create silence or manufacture it; we can only
get out of its way and simply let it be. Unlike human artifacts, it can never be rendered “secular” or “timely.” It can
never be out-of-date or old-fashioned. Only human creations get old. But this is exactly what we should expect.
Our creations were made by us and for us, to suit us and
entertain us. Just as every cause is contained in its effect, so do our own artifacts resemble their makers each
in its own way, like various reflections in a mirror. When
they no longer arrest our attention, we simply get bored
with them and create new ones: a new pop song, a new
movie star, a new fashion trend, a new gadget to play
with.
But silence will forever lie just beyond the reach of human
touch. It reminds us that there is something in our souls
that will never be satisfied by a mere reflection of our finite selves. In fact, if we manage to sit in silence for long
enough, that seemingly bottomless ache will begin to
rumble in that even more bottomless resonance-chamber
of the human soul, and thus remind us that we will only
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Additional Resources
Pope Francis

be satisfied by the infinite God. Pascal wrote, “I have discovered that the unhappiness of men comes from just
one thing, not knowing how to remain quietly in a room.”
This is why I have found silence so powerful in the spiritual life; it is the sound of the sacred. Truly the rising of the
heart and mind to God -- the essence of prayer -- is what
the human soul does naturally if not troubled. If not distracted or held back by other concerns, the soul in the
state of grace will fall to God like gravity to its true center.
Perhaps this is the reason why so many of the great
saints, even those not cloistered in religious life, hungered
for hours and hours of silence spent with God. It is here
that the soul can truly be itself.
It is in prayer that I am united with the Dominicans of the
past and all the saints who have died in friendship with
Jesus; united in our Lord who is the end towards which
we all tend. I am united with them in the great liturgical
prayers of the Church, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and
the chanting of the Divine office. As a member of the Order of Preachers I long to unite with them in the cause of
saving souls through the preaching of the Word, and the
living of the three vows.
I know that I am still a sinner; religious life has made that
uncomfortably clear. There is still much of that random
noise echoing in my own soul from the original fault of
man. The senior friars have jokingly warned that, once the
white habit is worn, all the stains show, literally and figuratively! But I am growing. Slowly but surely, little by little, I
am growing, and walking the same path that hundreds of
Dominicans have walked before me.
I pray, if it is the Lord’s will, that one day I may also cross
the same Passover and sleep the same sleep, resting in
that same silence that can only come from the life of
sanctifying grace. This is where all the prayers, psalms
and hymns will cease and reach their goal. They will all
be realized in that perfect silence of heaven. Then and
there will that perfect stillness be, and that one perfect
and infinite WORD uttered from all eternity will be the only
sound we hear.









Western Province
 Preaching Blog (Link)
 Student Blog (Link)
 Novice Blog (Link)


The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

- Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—Bob Curtis
http://www.dominicus-shop.com

Lift up Your Heart to the Lord
Exhortation of the mind to the contemplation of God. --It
casts aside cares, and excludes all thoughts save that of
God, that it may seek Him. Man was created to see God.
Man by sin lost the blessedness for which he was made,
and found the misery for which he was not made. He did
not keep this good when he could keep it easily. Without
God it is ill with us. Our labors and attempts are in vain
without God. Man cannot seek God, unless God himself
teaches him; nor find him, unless he reveals himself.
God created man in his image, that he might be mindful
of him, think of him, and love him. The believer does not
seek to understand, that he may believe, but he believes
that he may understand: for unless he believed he would
not understand.
Up now, slight man! flee, for a little while, your occupations; hide yourself, for a time, from your disturbing
thoughts. Cast aside, now, your burdensome cares, and
put away your toilsome business. Yield room for some
little time to God; and rest for a little time in him. Enter
the inner chamber of your mind; shut out all thoughts
save that of God, and such as can aid you in seeking
him; close your door and seek him. Speak now, my
whole heart! speak now to God, saying, I seek your face;
your face, Lord, will I seek (Psalms xxvii. 8). And come
you now, O Lord my God, teach my heart where and
how it may seek you, where and how it may find you.

Br Bradley Thomas Elliot writes at To God About God, A
Blog of the Western Dominican Students (Link)
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CENTS
A Movie by Christopher Boone
On Saturday evening March 7 I attended the premier of
CENTS at the Kimo Theatre in Albuquerque New Mexico.
This movie was written and directed by Christopher
Boone, who is a friend of my mom and she had obtained
tickets for us. This independent film was funded through
Kickstarter, something I was only vaguely aware of.
I must admit that I went with a bit of a skeptical attitude,
not expecting much and expecting something I might be
rather negative about, even admitting my own prejudice.
What I encountered instead was a movie which I found to
be a unique and wonderful story which provided so much
in so many dimensions that I came away considering myself very blessed to have seen this film.
The story centers around the school experiences of 12
year old girls, where our protagonist is a math prodigy but
is also caught up in the drama of peers. This story (which
I won’t spoil for you should this film ever make it to general distribution) is really a profound look at pre-teen social development, intimidation, manipulation, motivation,
and morality which combines humor with tenderness,
meanness with compassion, and determination with love.
There is a lot of power here that the writer/director has
tapped into. To borrow an expression; thumbs up!
The premier showing was followed by a roundtable discussion with Chris asking questions of the cast and crew.
What was interesting was the question “Why does a man
write a movie about 12 year old girls?” The answer lies in
his desire to learn what his own 11 year old daughter was
facing in the world. We should all do so well!
I pray this film will successfully run the gauntlet needed to
make it to some level of distribution and you will have the
opportunity to view it. More information here: cents
Mark Gross, Editor
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Stand Fast
B. William Hart to the Afflicted Catholics, 1583
Stand fast, brethren, stand steadfast, I say, in that faith
which Christ planted, the Apostles preached, the Martyrs
confirmed, the whole world approved and embraced.
Stand firm in that faith which, as it is the oldest, is also the
truest and most sure, and which is most in harmony with
the Holy Scriptures and with all antiquity. Stand constant
in that faith which has a worship worthy of all honor and
reverence, Sacraments most holy, abounding in spiritual
consolation. For if ye have remained constant in this faith,
that is, in the Catholic Church, in the Ark of Noah, in the
house of Rahab, with what joy and consolation of the soul
will ye not be flooded: yours will be the Sacrament of penance for the cleansing of your souls; yours the Sacrament
of the Body and Blood of our Savior for the refreshing of
your souls; you will be partakers of all the satisfaction and
merits of Christ, of the fellowship of the Saints, of the suffrages, prayers, fasts, and almsdeeds of all the just whom
the Catholic Church throughout the world holds in her
bosom. O blessed they, yea, and thrice blessed, who in
this deplorable world stand firm in the faith of Christ
The devil goeth about seeking whom he may devour,
whom resist ye strong in faith. 1 Peter 5:8-9
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The Primacy of the Pope As Viewed in Dissident Byzantium by
Symeon of Thessalonica (1416/7-1429)
James Likoudis

Christ’s Charge to Peter, by Raphael (1515)

Acknowledging that the primacy of the pope is the greatest dogmatic obstacle to the reunion of the Catholic and
Orthodox Churches, the Greek Orthodox scholar Demetrios Bathrellos has attracted attention to the view held by
the dissident 14th-century Byzantine Greek archbishop of
Thessalonica, who held that see for some 20 years. This
he does in an article, “St. Symeon of Thessalonica and
the Question of the Primacy of the Pope,” which appeared
in Sobornost, vol. 30 (2008), and which is worthy of being
brought to the attention of Catholic ecumenists. Noting
that Symeon was canonized by the Church of Greece and
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople in 1981,
and received fame for some impressive works on the Byzantine Liturgy, Symeon also wrote a valuable doctrinal
work, “Dialogue in Christ against All Heresies” (see Migne
in Patrologia Graeca, 155-176). It is in that work that he
treats the question of the primacy of the pope.
Observing that two Catholic scholars, the Assumptionist
Martin Jugie and the Czech Byzantinist Francis Dvornik,
had previously treated Symeon’s view of the Roman Primacy, noting a certain convergence with Catholic doctrine. In candidly admittting Symeon’s “strong understanding of the primacy of the pope” he seeks to put it “properly
within the context of both Orthodox Byzantine theology, in
general, and the saint’s other writings.” The problem with
this approach is that the context of “Orthodox Byzantine
theology” to which he appeals is that of post-1054 deviations in doctrine, occurring among the Byzantines, which
led to the formal schism with the Apostolic See of Rome,
“head of all the Churches of God” (profession of faith by
the Emperor Justinian I sent to Pope John II in 533 A.D).
Mr. Bathrellos relates six points which he says “support
the claim that St. Symeon had a strong understanding of
the primacy of the pope.” Symeon (1) “recognizes the primacy of Peter among the Apostles … Peter was shown to
be the head of the apostles and was ordained pastor of
Christ’s flock”; (2) “argues that Peter was a pope of
Rome”; (3) “the pope is the (exclusive) successor of Peter

e.g., Clement was the successor of Peter in Rome”; (4)
“takes it for granted that Rome has precedence over Constantinople. Rome ranks first, Constantinople second …
with reference to the relevant canons of Constantinople
and Chalcedon”; (5) “makes little use of the legend according to which the apostle Andrew ordained the first
bishop of Constantinople … a story used by some Byzantines to argue that Constantinople has precedence over
Rome”; and (6) “the pope is the first and head of all bishops.”
Then follows this fascinating quotation, which had been
previously noted by Catholic scholars:
When the Latins say that the bishop of Rome is first,
there is no need to contradict them, since this can do no
harm to the Church. They must only show that he has
the same faith as Peter and his successors … and that
he possesses all that came from Peter, then he will be
the first, the chief and head of all, the supreme high
priest. … All these qualities have been attributed to the
patriarchs of Rome in the past. We will say that his see
is apostolic, and he who occupies it is said to be the successor of Peter, as long as he professes the true faith.
No one who thinks and speaks truth would dare deny
this. That the Bishop of Rome profess only the faith of
Sulvester, Agatho, Leo, Liberius, Martin, and Gregory,
we would proclaim him first among all other high priests,
and we will submit to him not simply as to Peter but as to
the Savior himself. But if he is not successor in the faith
of these saints, nor is he successor of the throne. Not
only is he not apostolic, neither is he first, nor Father, but
he is an adversary and devastator and enemy of the
apostles. (The highlighted words are left out in our author’s quotation).
It is interesting that our Greek Orthodox scholar is constrained to admit Symeon’s “wholehearted acceptance of
the primacy of the pope. This fact is, itself, quite remarkable.” It is doubly so, given Symeon’s fierce opposition to
(Continued on next page)
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Latin doctrinal and liturgical “heresies,” especially the filioque and use of azyme (unleavened) bread for the Eucharist. Bathrellos significantly notes that
what St. Symeon says is by no means shared by all
Byzantine theologians. Some disputed that Peter enjoyed any kind of primacy among the apostles. Others
distinguished between apostle and bishop, and argued
that Peter, being an apostle, could not have been at the
same time a bishop of Rome. Others denied that the
pope is the exclusive successor of Peter. Yet others
argued that Constantinople is superior to Rome, because Andrew, its alleged founder, was the first-called
disciple. It has been further argued that Canon 28 of
Chalcedon could be interpreted as giving Constantinople, the New Rome, exactly the same privileges as the
Old. St. Symeon accepts none of these claims. … In my
view, there is no doubt, whatsoever, that St. Symeon
wholeheartedly accepts a certain type of primacy of the
pope, being more positive towards Rome than many
Byzantine theologians and churchmen in the second
millenium.
That is quite an understatement given the innumerable
vitriolic polemics written against the papacy since
Symeon wrote in the 15th century (before the Reunion
Council of Ferrara-Florence in 1439 and the fall of Constantinople in 1453 to the Ottoman Turks). Catholics may
recall that the 1895 Encyclical of the Patriarch Anthimus
and 12 of his Synod in Constantinople responded to the
noble appeal of Pope Leo XIII for reunion with a host of
puerile grievances and the allegation that “Peter’s apostolic action at Rome is totally unknown to history.” Bathrellos comments that Symeon was willing to “concede as
much as any Orthodox possibly could to the Latin idea of
papal primacy. This most humble saint considered the
obstacle of the primacy as by no means insuperable.” He
adds that “many Byzantines of his time took it for granted
that the filioque was a far greater problem than papal primacy.” He noted further that 10 years after his death, the
discussions at the Florentine Council made clear that the
filioque was considered to be a more important dogmatic
obstacle than the question of papal primacy.
It is interesting that Symeon’s views on papal primacy
appear to be substantially that of the more ecumenical
minded Orthodox theologians today who express willingness to accept a form of papal primacy. Such primacy
would not be one of universal authority and jurisdiction ex
jure diuino, but, rather, that of a pope restored in his ancient primacy of honor. He would function as the Church’s
primate, serving a coordinating role and as a court of last
appeal, regulated by canons expressive of a Conciliar
consent of Eastern and Western Churches. This also
seems to be the thrust of the Ravenna document pro-

Truth Be Told 39

duced in October 2007, by the Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic
and Orthodox Churches. The Ravenna document, however, was rejected by the Russian Orthodox Church, whose
spokesman (Metropolitan Archbishop Hilarion Alfeyev,
head of the Moscow Patriarchate Department for External
Church Relations) noted that the Orthodox “remain internally divided on the issue of primacy and what should be
the role of the ‘first hierarch’ in the Church.” For their part,
Vatican officials observed that there remain “differences
of understanding with regard to the manner in which primacy is to be exercised, and also with regard to its scriptural and theological foundations.”
It is clear that Orthodox ecclesiology as represented by
Symeon of Thessalonica in the 15th century (or by leading Orthodox prelates and theologians in our day) lacks
clarity, precision, and coherence regarding authority in the
Church. Symeon is found in obvious contradiction to the
views of other Orthodox, past and present, about the Roman primacy. More seriously, he is found to contradict the
import of Scripture and Tradition regarding the Petrine
primacy established for his Church by Christ. For example, in asserting that the Rock in Matthew 16:18 was the
confession of Peter in the divinity of Christ, and not the
person of Peter, Symeon contradicts ancient Fathers,
saints, and popes. Incidentally, his major thesis (derived
from the writings of his predecessor on the see of Thessalonica, Neilos Cabasilas), that Old Rome had lost whatever primacy it had when it became heretical because of
such innovations as azymes and filioque, flies in the face
of the testimony of the “undivided Church” of the first millennium, namely, that Christ had established the Petrine
primacy precisely to preserve the Church’s visible unity.
Graced by the Holy Spirit with the gifts of indefectibility
and infallibility, the Roman see of Peter cannot fail to profess the orthodox faith of the one Catholic Church. The
“Gates of Hell” cannot prevail against that apostolic see,
for it is the Rock-man’s see. That is, moreover, the indisputable testimony concerning the scope of their primacy
by the very popes Symeon invoked. That scope exceeded, by far, “a certain primacy of the pope” that was wholeheartedly accepted by a Byzantine Greek archbishop of
Thessalonica in the 15th century.
Another Byzantine Greek theologian, a prominent unionist
of the 15th century, the Dominican Manuel Calecas
(+1410), may be said to have put the cause for the reunion of the Churches best: “There have always been
among us, men of superior learning, who condemned our
separation from the Church of Rome as extremely foolish
and at variance with the faith and teaching of our ancestors.”
This article appeared in Homiletic and Pastoral Review,
February 12, 2015 (Link)
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My Soul is Thirsting for You
Br Gabriel Mosher, OP

What does it mean to thirst for
God? This question is, I believe, at
the heart of many questions surrounding what some people suggest is the chasm between doctrine and discipline. Put another
way, it's suggested that the practical application of the faith differs-sometimes in kind, not just degree-from the doctrines of the faith. I
suggest that this is a false dichotomy.
Anyone who has been involved, in any way, with pastoral
ministry (heck, anybody who has normal human relationships) knows that none of us are perfect. We are all at
different stages of moral development, based on any
number of circumstances that have had an effect on us.
This should, I hope, be a given. It's the role of the moral
guide to assist a person in developing their conscience,
so that they may grow towards moral perfection. It would
be a terrible burden to expect someone on the road to
perfection to already be perfect. However, to not have any
expectations would be just as terrible.
When one sets off for a hike it's necessary to prepare.
One must reflect on what's needed to successfully complete the hike. He must first plan, then procure, and then
pack. He should place these things in his pack and strap
them on his back before taking a single step on the trail.
This journey (pilgrimage, if you will) is analogous to developing as a Christian. We all desire God, so the destination is easily chosen. We consult others about the journey
and the journey's end. We take in all this information and
then set off on the journey. But, how do you know that
you've packed the right supplies and chosen the right
path?
A good guide will check the hiker's pack to make sure that
everything is included, so the hiker won't become stranded or die on the trail. Likewise, a good pastor of souls will
make sure that a person has everything he needs at each
step of his conversion towards moral perfection. On the
trail, some things are less important than others. Similarly,
in the moral life some things merit less grace than others.
However, if you forget food or water in your pack, that's a
gigantic oversight. If you don't have the requisites to start
on the path in the moral life, that is also a huge problem.
These impediments to successfully completing the journey must be addressed first. So, while one may truly desire to reach the destination, it's impossible to reach the
goal without first addressing those primary essentials-those grave matters.

in moral development. However, let's consider the state of
cohabitation. This is far more serious. This state is always
present no matter what a person is doing, thinking, not
doing, or not thinking. This state is compounded by any
other particular sin that may occur while in this state, such
as fornication. In this case, it will become necessary for
this state to end before a person (or persons, in this scenario) can continue on the journey of moral perfection.
These states that we sometimes find ourselves in are like
brambles on a path. They hold us back from proper moral
development. Before we advance in the moral life we
must clear away the brambles. Until those brambles are
cleared away, it will be impossible to proceed further
down the road of moral development. Because of this, it is
important that those entrusted with the care of souls not
ignore the brambles. They must help the person who is
tangled in them to escape from them. He must not tell the
person that it's okay to be stuck in the brambles, and that
desiring the end of the journey is enough. It's not enough.
This is not true pastoral care. The care of souls is not
about making people feel good about their sinful states.
Rather, it is about comforting people, challenging people,
and helping people overcome those states. Sometimes
this requires telling people that they aren't ready for the
journey. Sometimes it means being tough on someone
who is satisfied being stuck in the brambles. It is, however, never about neglecting the doctrine of the faith to accommodate it to one's sinful state. Rather, it is about
helping that person accommodate himself to the truths of
the faith. It is about us converting to the faith, not the other way around.
Br Gabriel writes at To God, About God, A Blog of the
Western Dominican Students (Link)

So often, today, a notion of tolerance of ways of thinking
and acting contrary to the moral law seems to be the
interpretative key for many Christians. Today’s popular
notion of tolerance is not securely grounded in the moral
tradition, yet it tends to dominate our approach to the
extent that we end up claiming to be Christian while tolerating ways of thinking and acting which are diametrically opposed to the moral law revealed to us in nature
and in the Sacred Scriptures. The approach, at times,
becomes so relativistic and subjective that we do not
even observe the fundamental logical principle of noncontradiction, that is, that a thing cannot both be and not
be at the same time. In other words, certain actions cannot at the same time be both true to the moral law and
not true to it.

So, let's say a person suffers from habitual solitary sexual
sin. This can be fixed along the journey. It's not something so grave that it disqualifies the person from growing
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Satanism, Witchcraft and Church Feminists
Robert Eady
According to the authoritative Encyclopedia of American
Religions, there are two basic types of overtly Satanist
groups to be found operating in North America today. The
first of these is the "sickies," composed of "disconnected
groups of occultists who employ Satan worship to cover a
variety of sexual, sadomasochistic, clandestine, psychopathic, and illegal activities." In this branch of Satanism,
which is sometimes used to rationalize pedophilia as well
as the perversions cited above, one can expect to find
those individuals engaged in grave robbery, sexual assaults and the ritual blood letting performed on animals
and more rarely, human beings. According to the Encyclopedia, the "sick" Satanists are not theological in their
approach.
The other branch of Satanists is said to be the groups that
"resemble liberal Christian theologies with the addition of
a powerful cultural symbol (Satan), radically redefined."
These groups "take Satanism as a religion seriously," and
should not be confused with the "sickies" described
above.
Although Satanists are neatly compartmentalized, or
some might say isolated by most of the standard or official sources, it should be noted that there is overlap between the two groups. Some followers of "theological Satanists" have been involved in horrific crimes. In addition,
Satanists who do break the law may actually be less dangerous than those who are more theological in their approach. So, in a totally secular vein, a teenager who spray
-paints the side of a Church with a Satanic symbol is obviously less destructive or dangerous than a devil worshipper who spends years writing articles and appearing on
talk shows.
Anton LaVey
From its earliest years, rock music has been permeated
with impurity and egomania, both highly symptomatic of
Satanism. Aleister Crowley, for many of the younger generation the most famous Satanist of all time, could be said
to have a strong influence on various rock-stars. But it is
more certain that such a dubious honor can be attributed
to Anton LaVey. In 1966, in San Francisco, LaVey gained
instant notoriety by declaring the dawn of the Age of Satan, later compiling the Satanic Bible which has reportedly
sold 600,000 copies. As would be expected, this "bible"
simply takes the reverse stand to be found in Christian
Scripture, urging followers to indulge their carnal and other appetites and to seek revenge instead of bestowing
forgiveness on others.
Approximately ten years ago it was estimated that there
were about 100,000 Satanists living in the United States.
This figure has likely become larger in recent years
through the numerous Satanic websites now available on

the Internet and the immense notoriety of rock star Marilyn Manson who is believed to have been directly influenced by LaVey.
Satanism & Witchcraft
Witches assert that Satan is a Christian, not an "old religion" concept. However, despite the strong protests of
many witches, Anton Lavey and other Satanists have
claimed a direct kinship with these practitioners of witchcraft and their beliefs. One of LaVey's books entitled The
Complete Witch (sic) can be found in many occult shops.
According to the Encyclopedia of American Religions cited above, "Satanists do share in common the magical
world-view of witches."
LaVey and his followers have declared themselves to be
atheists with Satan and God seen as mere symbols.
Since his autobiographical assertions have been described as falsehoods, this is most likely just more of the
same, but in 1975 LaVey's "apostasy" led to the formation
of the Temple of Set, led by Michael Aquino, a former
U.S. intelligence army officer. The Temple bases its
"theology" on Egyptian motifs and declares Satan to be
real, not symbolic.
When LaVey was at the height of his fame, he attracted
famous entertainers like Sammy Davis Jr. and Jayne
Mansfield. He also attracted Susan Atkins, one of the
Charles Manson "family" which committed a series of
atrocious murders in the late sixties in California.
The Power of Evil
Those who have attempted to laugh off Satanism as
youthful rebellion or the harmless buffoonery of crackpots
have not bothered to investigate the evils that the direct
invocation and praise of the devil can bring into the world.
Montague Summers' exhaustive work, The History of
Witchcraft, describes in detail the horrific evils perpetrated
by witches and worshippers of the Devil over many centuries. One only has to read of the sexual perversion and
widespread practice of the black mass in France to understand that it was not just a desire for so-called liberty,
equality and fraternity that led to the enthronement of a
prostitute as the goddess of "reason" in Notre Dame Cathedral. When the French celebrate their "glorious" Revolution each year on Bastille Day, it's doubtful many fully
appreciate its Satanic and Masonic roots, or know of the
orgies of the Satanists that occurred on the night after
their Catholic king, Louis XVI, was murdered before the
Paris mob.
By their very nature, deriving as they do from the Father
of Lies, manifestations of Satanism have always appeared disguised, far removed from their true source. In
(Continued on next page
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the late nineteenth century few of the ardent followers of
the "atheist" Karl Marx knew of the terrible violence and
bombastic praise of Satan that were to be found in the
feverish poetry which the founder of Communism wrote
as an adolescent and a young man. When Friedrich Nietzsche wrote The Anti-Christ in the late 1800s before going insane, who would have believed that his praise of
aristocratic supermen crushing what he saw as the weak
and the mediocre, would result in the occult-obsessed
Nazis building a shrine one day in his honor in Berlin?
When the poet and Satanist Charles Swinburne wrote his
politically seductive and influential "Song of Italy" in 1867,
how many of his readers appreciated the fact that its hero, the arch-Mason Giuseppe Mazzini, played such a central role in the destruction of hundreds of Italian churches
and the eventual seizing of the papal states?
New Evils Surpass The Old
Although manifestations of the diabolical have obviously
been great in the past, there has never been a time in
human history when sins that cry out to Heaven for
vengeance have been so widespread. Pope John Paul II
in his great encyclical Gospel of Life has told us that we
are living in a "culture of death" where millions of unborn
children are killed with the consent of their mothers. Sodomy is being accepted both inside and outside the Church
as just another human variant, on a par with race, ethnic
background and so on. No faithful Catholic can fail to be
concerned about where Modernists are taking us since
the ambiguities of Vatican II opened the way for the establishment of the "New Church."
The issues of abortion and homosexuality have only highlighted the widespread apostasy of many Catholic women
who in centuries past might have been relied on to play
an essential and central role in the Church as primary
educators, mothers, wives and women religious. For
women, apostasy has gradually taken shape under the
name of a new religion based not on the teachings of Jesus, but on the foundation of the old lies of Gnosticism
and the new "matriarchal" heresy of modern witchcraft, or
Wicca, which has taken mere decades, not centuries to
establish itself.
Every Catholic should be aware that no one over the past
hundred and fifty years was more influential in popularizing the "rituals" and laying the foundation for this new demonic women's religion than the Satanist Aleister Crowley
and his disciple Gerald Gardner.
Aleister Crowley
Rebelling at the early age of eleven against his parents'
strict Brethren Protestantism, Crowley did not become an
agnostic or atheist as many of the university educated

men of his generation did, but a direct worshipper of Satan. Even while still listening to his devout mother reading
the Bible in their comfortable English home, he admitted
he had taken a fancy to the "false prophet" and "the Beast
whose number is 666."
Attending Cambridge in the 1890s, Crowley joined the
"magical" society known as the Hermetic Order of the
Golden Dawn, which David Barrett's book on sects and
cults asserts, "clearly owed much to Freemasonry, with
large elements of the Cabbala, astrology, alchemy and
related subjects." (Freemasonry often figures in the
founding of heretical sects from the Rosicrucians to the
Mormons). At around this time, Crowley was rumored to
have been involved in nocturnal graveyard activities —
and even necrophilia — along with another soon-to-befamous student, William Duranty. In the early thirties,
Duranty would become the honored and world-famous
New York Times correspondent to the newly formed Soviet Union, spending a full ten years blatantly lying to millions of people about what was really happening in Russia. He was rumored to have been blackmailed into supporting the Stalinists due to the discovery of his necrophiliac tendencies by the Soviet secret police.
Besides being an obvious influence on perhaps the most
influential liar of the twentieth century, Crowley is credited
with having popularized "Magick" in England and having
brought it to America at the turn of the century. He defined the word as "the science and art of causing change
to occur in conformity to the will." His influence is so
broad amongst esoteric groups in the Western World today, that it would be impossible to describe them all in the
space of this article. However, his influence on laying the
foundation for Wicca, or the modern practice of witchcraft
which so influences Catholic feminists today, must be discussed in detail.
Crowley's Influence on Gerald Gardner & Wicca
Despite the fact that he engaged in disgusting acts like
"baptizing" and crucifying frogs to blaspheme Christ, and
was also a liar, a physical coward, a homosexual and a
morphine addict, Crowley never lacked friends and fellow
travelers in the world of "Magick." In 1912 he was visited
by the German Freemason, Theodor Reuss, and together, along with another Mason named Franz Hartmann, a
companion of Theosophy leader Madame Blavatsky, they
founded the Order of the Templars of the East. This Order
embodied yoga teachings along with sexual rites, including homosexual ones instituted by Crowley.
The most important of the initiates to Crowley's new order
was Gerald Gardner (1884-1965), a Freemason who is
credited with founding the Wiccan religion, which is composed mostly of converts who came into the "craft" since
(Continued on next page)
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the early 1960s. The entire movement in fact, is not ancient at all but very new. The Encyclopedia of American
Religions states that "rather than being initiated into a preexisting Wiccan religion, it appears that Gardner created
the new religion out of numerous pieces of Eastern religions and Western occult and magical material."
It was Crowley, however, not Gardner, who authored the
central Wiccan creed: "Do what thou wilt shall be the
whole of the law." Modern witches such as the late Robin
Skeleton have described the debt that witchcraft owes to
Crowley. Again, the authoritative Encyclopedia of American Religions puts Wicca into its proper perspective stating that the "basic rituals were adapted from ritual texts
such as the Greater Key of Solomon, the writings of
Aleister Crowley, and Freemasonry."
By 1949 Gerald Gardner had published a novel about
witchcraft and then, after the repeal of the Witchcraft
Laws in England in 1951, he published his highly influential Witchcraft Today, a book based on the academic
studies of English anthropologist Dr. Margaret Murray,
who argued that the medieval witches didn't worship the
Devil, but were followers of pagan, women-dominated
religions that predated Christianity. She called these
forms of alleged religions "Dianic" after the goddess Diana. Murray's theories have been immensely popular with
feminists, particularly those with access to public money,
such as the producers of the Canadian National Film
Board "documentaries" The Burning Times and The Goddess Remembered. Eminent historians such as Richard
Cavendish, however, have described Murray's theories as
"full of holes."
Other scholars have found "no evidence whatsoever for a
religion of one Goddess; early Pagan religions were pantheist rather than female monotheist." Even those deluded followers of Gardner who have traced their ancestry to
those accused of witchcraft in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, have not found evidence that the "craft"
was continued in the intervening centuries.
Wicca Explained
Wicca is actually polytheistic, its pantheon consisting of
the Horned God which is viewed as the consort of the
Goddess, and the Triple Goddess herself, whose aspects
are the maiden, the mother, and the crone. The basic
form of Wicca is the coven (or base community), which
consists ideally of 13 people who meet regularly to practice their so-called craft. The number is significant; it is a
mockery of the number 13 which composes Jesus and his
12 apostles.
Covens cast spells which sometimes mock the Eucharist.
They often worship in the nude. Modern witches practice

"psychic healing," dance, chant, lay hands on one another
and use storytelling in the coven to raise anger directed
against the so-called patriarchy (i.e., the arch enemy, God
the Father). In some spells they attempt to inflict harm on
others, although this is supposed to be done only on
those who may have banned others first. In a "banishing
spell" published in Canadian witch Robin Skeleton's publicly-funded The Practice of Witchcraft, the first words
read as follows: "If this one has hurt this other one, let him
be racked with the same pain."
Despite the commonly heard nonsense that Wiccans are
life-affirming, Skeleton presents in his book an even more
appalling spell to "cause a natural miscarriage." This bit of
malevolent free verse begins with the lines "Take back
this gift. Let the womb release the human fish in its bubbled seas. Unclench the gut. Let the birth run out that
none may be hurt in flesh or heart. . . etc." The caster of
the spell used to ask the "goddess" to kill an unborn child
is told that it will be stronger magic if an egg is broken into
a dish and then buried in the earth.
Gnosticism
Although founded by the male disciple of a male Satanist
who died only fifty years ago, the Wiccan faith has grown
enormously amongst women across North America, becoming a significant belief system for dedicated feminist
leaders who are self-trained and work cooperatively. Wiccans strongly deny any relationship to devil worshippers,
however, their faith, like that of the Satanists, appeals to
those who detest the idea of authority or order emanating
from God the Father.
Gnosticism (based on the notion of a select few possessing superior "knowledge") is central to understanding
the witchcraft of medieval times and that of modern witches today. According to Montague Summers, the witchcraft
condemned by the medieval popes was gnostic heresy. It
"was not sorcery nor any cult of witches renewing and
keeping green some ancient rites and pagan creed, but a
witch-cult that identified itself with and was continually
manifested in closest connection with Gnosticism in its
most degraded and vilest shapes." In her book The Gnostic Gospels, author Elaine Pagels makes the connection
to Gnosticism when she described a feminist revolution of
late antiquity which referred to God as "the Mother," another name for the "goddess" that is central to the beliefs
of religious feminists.
WomanChurch
"WomanChurch," which shares the general mindset of the
Wiccans but doesn't describe itself as witchcraft, uses
feminist consciousness raising to achieve a level of
(Continued on next page)
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knowledge where one can be the equal of Christ. According to Cornelia Ferreira, who has studied feminism and its
relationship to Gnosticism extensively, WomanChurch
groups celebrate revelation as their "Word" obtained from
dreams and fantasies according to the psychology of the
modern arch-Gnostic Carl Jung. They forgive each other
according to their sacrament of Penance and celebrate
their Eucharist, which "is not the transformation of the
bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ," but in
the words of a WomanChurch leader, the transformation
of the community "into the body of the new humanity, infused with the blood of new life." The Eucharist, which
Catholics know is the Real Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, is reduced by feminist gnostics
to the community of women made "holy" by the worship of
themselves in the group. The revelation of Christ is not
fixed in time for these gnostics. Instead, in the manner of
thinking of Carl Jung or Karl Rahner, Christ develops in
the consciousness of the worshippers who gain understanding of themselves.

Wicca & The Catholic Church
Straightforward Wicca or the similar but theologically
more ambiguous WomanChurch have moved into many
areas of the Catholic Church through feminist
"theologians," feminist-inspired local activists and disgruntled nuns. These Church feminists prey on weak or unorthodox bishops who in turn naively try to involve them in a
Church they despise. A good example of the product of
this episcopal lack of orthodoxy or naivety, coupled with
succumbing to bullying, is the infamous "Green
Kit" ("Women in the Church Discussion Papers") issued
by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB)
in 1985. If there were any doubts at that time that religious feminists had run amok in the Church, they were
dispelled when faithful Catholic women found items in the
kit's bibliography written by pro-abortion feminist nuns.
Today almost every conservative Catholic publication has
featured a horror story of some form of witchcraft or earthgoddess-inspired liturgy being performed in some Catholic Church in some large North American city.

Rage Against God the Father
Both the old witches of the past and those of today are
noted for their rage against God the Father (or to use the
modern term, "patriarchy") found in everything even remotely authoritative, hierarchical or male-dominated.
This hatred of God the Father or the Yahweh of the Old
Testament can be one of the essential elements of Gnosticism and permeates the literature of the religious feminists. Since God the Father is perceived as evil, to many
gnostics so is His Son who abandoned the world, leaving
it in the hands of the Catholic Church, the chief symbol of
worldly oppression. The witches of the medieval times
"looked to Satan for power and pleasure in this world and
for a happy future in the next, and they vilified Christ as a
traitor and a cheat, who had made promises which he did
not keep, and who had gone away to live in heaven while
Satan remained with his faithful on earth."
When God the Father is viewed as Satanic, so of course
are the commandments which He gave to Moses. In the
gnostic world, Cain is a hero and so are the Sodomites
whom God the Father judged and destroyed. Matter itself,
created by Yahweh at the beginning of the world, is also
considered by some extreme Gnostics, such as the immensely bizarre, procreation-hating Albigensians, as a
manifestation of what is not wholly spirit, and therefore
evil. Witches claim to worship or venerate the natural
world, but only on their own terms as worshippers of
strange gods. These gods have nothing whatsoever to do
with the Creator of the Universe or His divine Son Jesus
Christ. In fact, they are His antithesis.

Two of the most influential "Catholic" Wiccan, or WomanChurch figures to be found opposing the Church today
are Mary Daly and Rosemary Radford Ruether.
Ex-nun Mary Daly teaches lesbian witchcraft. She has
written several books, including the anti-male and antiCatholic Beyond God the Father and. Wickedary, a dictionary of sorts for witches. In Wickedary Daly defines the
Beatific Vision as: "the 'face to face' vision of god in patriarchal heaven promised as a reward to good Christians;
an afterlife of perpetual Boredom: union/ copulation with
the 'Divine Essence'; the final consummate union of the
Happy Dead Ones with the Supreme Dead One."
Dr. Rosemary Radford Ruether, an influential speaker
and writer who authored Sexism and God-Talk, was
named to the overtly pro-abortion Catholics for Free
Choice board back in 1985.
In true gnostic style, Reuther has described the
"patriarchal" Church as an "idol of masculinity" to be broken up and ground into powder.
Typical of most WomanChurch feminists, Ruether has no
problem defying Church teaching on homosexuality. In
1985, when promoting her soon-to-be-released WomenChurch: Theology and Practice of Feminist Liturgical
Communities, Ruether promised a feminist largely
"Catholic" audience that one chapter would contain
"liturgies for healing" from painful experiences "such as
coming out as a lesbian. Not that being a lesbian is unnatural, but that the way we've been repressed by homophobia is unnatural." At this same gathering she urged partici(Continued on next page)
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pants to establish female "base communities," "WomenChurch groups," or "covens."
Starhawk
Another strong influence on Catholic women, but one who
is less hypocritical than the "Catholic" feminists, is Starhawk, a self-professed witch and author of the modern
witch tome The Spiral Dance: A Rebirth of the Ancient
Religion of the Great Goddess. Starhawk calls witchcraft
"a religion of ecology" and urges, as most Wiccans do,
the replacement of the present (i.e., Judeo/Christian
based) culture of Western society. In gnostic fashion she
omits the Creator from His Creation, stating that "the
world is born, not made, and not commanded into being."
In her book she quotes Mary Daly's blasphemous depiction of God the Father as "spawned in the human imagination and sustained as plausible by patriarchy" all for the
"oppression of women."
Starhawk leaves little ambiguity about where she is coming from when she says that the "Horned God" was
"deliberately perverted by the medieval Church into the
image of the Christian Devil." "The God of the Witches is
sexual" she says. "Our God wears horns" she continues,
"but they are the waxing and waning crescents of the
Goddess Moon, and the symbol of animal vitality." Perhaps missing the irony of her words, she overstates her
case when she writes that the Horned God "is black, not
because He is dreadful or fearful, but because darkness
and the night are times of power, and part of the cycles of
time."
In Catholic circles, Starhawk gained notoriety through her
association with former Dominican priest Matthew Fox
(now out of the Church) who once employed her to teach
ritual at his Holy Names Institute in California. Fox is a
leading exponent of the gnostic-inspired and ecologybased Creation Spirituality, a movement that has now lost
much of its novelty, but is still popular amongst many liberal Catholics. One of Fox's other major associates is David Spangler, a New Age high priest who has claimed that
"Lucifer works within each of us to bring us to wholeness."
In her book The Hidden Dangers of The Rainbow, Constance Cumbey states that Spangler has "uttered some of
the most outrageous blasphemies ever spoken against
Jesus Christ and God the Father."
The Lilith Phenomenon
A relatively new Satanic phenomenon, which shows the
power that occult-based evil has been gaining in the
world, is the growing popularity of Lilith, a recently invented feminist icon signifying rebellion against men and the
patriarchal God. Just this summer. North America was the
scene of the Lilith Fair, a two-month, 37-city concert tour

billed as a celebration of women in music. The Fair raised
hundreds of thousands of dollars for various feminist
causes, and managed to get its main performer, Vancouver singer Sarah McLachlan, on the front page of Time
magazine. In interviews, McLachlan has shown the hostility typical of religious feminists towards Christianity. She
has publicly used four letter words to denounce Catholicism, which she describes as "backward."
The Lilith Fair performances featured Planned
Parenthood booths where condoms were handed out
along with abortion information, the latter being particularly appropriate as Lilith has been described as an ancient
Hebrew infant-slaying demon. Like the Wiccan religion
which was largely created by two men, Aleister Crowley
and Gerald Gardner, the Lilith phenomenon has little basis in anything other than fevered imaginations. Unlike the
more sophisticated historical inaccuracies spawned by
Margaret Murray, Lilith is a facile pop theology pulled from
Jewish lore, and refashioned completely by feminists desperately looking for a new non-male spiritual focus.
The myth of Lilith seems to have first gained a significant
foothold through "The Coming of Lilith," penned by Judith
Plaskow, not surprisingly a student of dissidents Rosemary Radford Reuther and Mary Daly. Plaskow's essay
on Lilith is a major staple of the feminist essays to be
found in Womanspirit Rising. According to the Plaskow
version, Lilith was supposed to be Adam's first wife fashioned like him out of dust. She fled from Adam because
he was too domineering. Like Lilith, Eve too became disenchanted with God and Adam, so she jumped over the
wall of the Garden of Eden, joined Lilith and discovered
the "bond of sisterhood."
In the Jewish Talmud of the 4th and 5th centuries, "Lilith
appears simply as a female demon based on an account
of the Judgement found in Isaiah 34:14 "the satyrs will call
to one another, and there shall Lilith (the night hag)
alight." Satanist Anton LaVey lists Lilith in his Satanic Bible as one of the names of the devil. Given her place in
Jewish lore, it is not surprising that for many hundreds of
years Jewish mothers used amulets to keep Lilith from
banning their children.
Sister Mary Collins
Sister Mary Collins, O.S.B., of the Catholic University of
America, put Lilith and Christian feminists into proper perspective for Canadians when she discussed "The Challenge of the Feminist Movement for the Transmission of
Christian Faith" at an August 1989 conference celebrating
Ottawa's St. Paul University's centennial as a Pontifically
Chartered Institute. Collins opened by describing how
Lilith confronts God and Adam, and how she (Lilith) has
captured the essence of the challenge of the feminist
(Continued on next page)
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movement to Christian faith. Collins continued by describing how Christian feminists will change the structures,
roles and ecclesial institutions of Christianity.
In a particularly illuminating passage that echoes Mary
Daly and Starhawk's notion of the Catholic Church as the
enemy of women, Collins states: "What they (Christian
feminists) are voicing is their adult awareness that the
Christian tradition which has formed and nourished their
life of faith is itself malformed and toxic for women."
Important to Be Informed
Faithful Catholics are naturally repulsed by Satanism and
witchcraft, so they tend to avoid studying them in any detail. In general this is a good idea, as the world of the occult is chaotic in the extreme and insufferably disgusting
and illogical. This of course is to be expected as its author, as previously said, is Satan, the Father of Lies. It is
important, however, that Catholics be wary of those who
reject legitimate religious authority or who appear to be
obsessed with the "environment" and so-called women's
rights while not respecting the sanctity of unborn human
life. Support for Satanism in the mainstream media rarely
comes directly, but is disguised as a plea for freedom of
expression or belief. Similarly, support for witchcraft ap-

pears as a plea for tolerance and understanding of those
who simply wish to return to a pre-industrial world where
women could enjoy "natural" well-being and spirituality
without being "oppressed" by men. In recent years, many
high-school-girls and university women have become fascinated by Wicca because they are attracted by its simple
rituals, seductive emphasis on ecology, and supposed
sexual freedom.
Simon Magus
When the Acts of the Apostles was written, the Church
was made aware of the evil of the occult through St. Peter's strong condemnation of Simon Magus, an early
gnostic. Early Christians had no trouble understanding the
fact that the practice of magic and the pagan worship of
idols was diabolical. In the eyes of the first saints and
martyrs, all pagan deities were of the devil, and had to be
shunned immediately. Even death was preferable to submitting to the worship of false gods. Nothing has changed
over the past two thousand years, except perhaps the
high level of naiveté and apostasy amongst so many
Catholics.
Christian Order Limited, February 1998; reprinted online
by CatholicCulture.org (Link)

The Nature of Freedom
Br Bradley Thomas Elliott, OP
Recently the brothers and I
were engaged in a conversation about the nature of human
liberty. We were reflecting on
the stark difference between
freedom as the modern world
would present it, and the true
freedom to which our Catholic
faith teaches that all men are
called.
When most people consider
the concept of human freedom
or liberty, they generally consider, not the presence of a positive reality within the soul
rendering it capable of free action, but rather the absence
of realities outside the soul that serve as limits or boundaries to choice. Freedom is said to exist when all the various impediments to external movement or choice are removed; this is the notion of “freedom as license” that is so
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very common today. Given this understanding, a ball rolling down a hill -- where the mere pull of gravity rules its
motion -- would be dubbed “free” if it simply has no obstacles in its path. Yet in this scenario, the ball’s fall is not
something that it is “doing,” as much as it is something
“being done to it.” The ball is not self-directed, not moved
from within. The ball is not dominus sui (Lord of itself), but
rather is lorded over by external forces outside of its control. This is not freedom.
True human freedom consists not in the absence of external impediments to action, but rather in the internal principle by which self-directed action towards an intended
good is taken. This inner strength or virtus, by which one
intentionally chooses the good and thus moves himself to
a greater fulfillment of his human nature, is where human
freedom lies.
Br Bradley Thomas Elliot writes at To God About God, A
Blog of the Western Dominican Students (Link)
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Bread of Easter Brightness
Lambropsomo
This large, round loaf of sweet, spicy bread is traditional
in Greece at Easter. It is a spectacular sight, with its five
scarlet eggs, set like great jewels in the form of the cross.
2 packages dry yeast

¼ cup warm water (100-110F)
½ cup sweet butter, melted
¾ cup scalded milk
3 eggs
⅓ cup sugar
½ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon cinnamon
½ teaspoon nutmeg
4½ - 5 cups flour
5 hard-boiled eggs, dyed red
1 egg, lightly beaten
Sesame seeds

Sprinkle the yeast in warm water; stir to dissolve.
In a large bowl, stir the butter into the milk. Add the eggs, one at a time, the sugar, and spices. Beat until
smooth.
Stir in the yeast and 2 cups of the flour, and mix well.
Gradually add enough of the remaining flour to make a smooth dough. (If the dough is too sticky, add more
flour.)
Turn the dough out onto a floured surface and knead for 10 to 15 minutes or until it is smooth and elastic.
Place in a greased bowl, turn to grease the surface, cover, and let it rise in a warm, draft-free spot for about
1½ to 2 hours, or until doubled in bulk.
Punch the dough down, turn it out again on a floured surface, and knead it for 3 to 5 minutes. Form it into on
large, flat, round loaf and place it on a lightly greased baking pan. With your thumb, make 5 deep depressions
in the loaf: 1 in the center, and 4 around the edges, to form a cross. In each depression set an egg firmly but
carefully.
Cover lightly and let the dough rise for about 1½ hours, or until again doubled in bulk. Brush the top of the loaf
with beaten egg and sprinkle with sesame seeds.
Bake at 350 F for 45 to 55 minutes, or until the loaf is golden brown and sounds hollow when rapped.
A Continual Feast, Evelyn Birge Vitz, 1985
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Lay Dominican Group Carries on Centuries-old Commitment

Brown attributes her attraction to religious life to the modeling of the nuns who taught her and the Catholic faith of
her deeply religious mother. That Catholic momentum
continued with her Lutheran father’s conversion to Catholicism, about a year after she entered the order.
She spent the next seven or eight years praying, learning
and teaching. With her college degree and advanced education on the way, she taught Catholic grade school, and
young adults.
“I loved the order very much,” she says. But teaching took
her away from prayer and her obligations to the Dominican community. She asked to be relieved of her orders
and was excused. Then she took over teaching for an
Immaculate Heart of Mary sister in Dearborn, Mich.
While pursuing a master’s degree at Wayne State University — and preparing for class in a coffee shop — she
overheard someone saying he was looking for a guitar
player at Mass. She turned around and told him she
played guitar and was willing to help out. He took her up
on her offer and they became friends and, later, married.
It was the late ’60s. They were married for three years,
until he died of a heart attack.

Prom nights are the stuff of movies. And Pat Brown, who
has an “OP” after her name — standing for the Dominican
“Order of Preachers” — tells a true story worthy of a
screenplay.
At her senior prom, sometime in the early ’60s, she told
her date that she would be entering the order within the
next six months.

“We had three years of a marriage that probably lots of
people don’t have in 30 years,” she says. “I vowed to never, ever marry.”
She traveled to Newfoundland in the mid-1970s to teach
and met her second husband, who was a corpsman in the
medical field. He used the GI Bill to go to school, becoming a teacher. They were married for 25 years and adopted six children in Newfoundland, before he, too, died of a
heart attack.

“He said, ‘You’re not going to last,’?” she says. ‘I’m going
to bring up a bottle of Champagne after six months, and
we’re going to take you home.’ He brought the bottle of
Champagne up. I didn’t go home.”

In the course of their careers traveling overseas to teach,
the couple made a stop in Las Vegas in the ’90s.

Brown’s religious life began in the Adrian Dominican order, in Adrian, Mich. Adrian Dominican nuns, she later
discovered, played a major role in the early history of the
valley’s St. Rose hospitals. She wasn’t, after all, destined
to stay in the order. But she returned to her Dominican
roots, decades later, by a circuitous route, via the Blessed
Bartolo Longo Lay Dominican Chapter in Formation, in
Las Vegas.

The couple sealed the relationship with Las Vegas when
both won jackpots at Excalibur, within hours of each other. The money went for the purchase of a home in Henderson — although they didn’t come back to live here
right away. Brown’s husband died in 2003, a few years
after the family finally came to stay.

The group meets at the UNLV Catholic Newman Center,
4765 Brussels St., at 9 a.m. on the last Saturday of the
month. The namesake, Bartolo Longo, was a Satanistturned-champion of the Catholic rosary — with help from
a Dominican.

“It was like a new city,” Brown says. “It was upcoming.”

On Christmas Eve 2004, she attended Mass at Twitchell
Elementary School, in Henderson. It was the beginning of
what would be her relationship with St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church. While attending a meeting at St. Francis,
she heard from one of the Knights of Columbus about the
Dominican group at UNLV.
(Continued on next page)
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“When I took my first vows, I made myself a Dominican,”
she says. “So I was a Dominican within me. And I had to
continue this. I could not continue it as a nun because I
was teaching at one of Clark County’s schools.” She has
since retired from teaching.

Felixberto “Tet” Saldi, and his wife, Ellen “Len,” have
been with the lay group for three years. Every Saturday,
they also run a home group called Trumpets of the Lord.
Many attendees aren’t Catholic but come for training in
preaching and teaching, based on the four pillars.

The group has been meeting at the Newman Center since
early 2008, according to moderator Joseph Haller, who
holds a doctorate in astronomy. Ten active members, and
four “inquirers” exploring the possibility of a good fit, meet
to develop themselves, spiritually and intellectually. Those
who stay eventually undergo a two-year formation process, with opportunities to make a profession, or commitment, to live their lives as lay Dominicans.

When it comes to balancing marriage and the religious
life, Tet says, “we believe that nobody can make a marriage work without putting Christ in the center of it.”

Staying means committing to a life based on the Dominican “four pillars” —prayer, religious community, study and
ministry. Activities range from reading Scripture and praying the Divine Office — an ancient form of ceaseless Roman Catholic prayer rotating throughout the day — to
preaching and teaching.

As for the popularity of the lay chapters, it is “most definitely growing,” according to Denise Harvey, president of
the Lay Dominicans’ Most Holy Name of Jesus province,
encompassing the western United States.

“A common element, for many of us in the group, is that
we’ve been educated by Dominicans, or had exposure to
Dominicans somewhere along the way,” Haller says.
“This group allows us to not just be instructed by them,
but to live out our spirituality ourselves.”
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“Since we’re husband and wife, wherever he goes, I actually tell him, I should go as well because I don’t want to be
left behind,” Len chimes in. “Especially for my spiritual
life!”

“I think all of the members are trying to increase their
prayer life,” Brown says. “And be able to share with others.”
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From the Chapters
Holy Rosary, Portland
Terri Mersereau passed away on Feb. 1. The funeral will
be held on Feb. 28 at 11:00 a.m. in Our Lady of Victory
Catholic Church (Terri's parish) in Seaside, OR. Terri was
received in 1979 and became life professed in 1983. She
served as Formation Director for the chapter for several
years.
Suffrages were offered for Terri as well as for deceased
parents of Dominicans on Feb. 7 beginning with 8:00 am
Mass followed by the Rosary and Office for the Dead.
We are contemplating and discussing the book Humility
by Pope Francis for ongoing formation. Sandy Miller has
been leading the discussion. Sandy is also investigating
options for a Dominican retreat some time this year or
next.
Some chapter members have expressed interest in being
enrolled in the Angelic Warfare Confraternity, which is a
fellowship of men and women dedicated to pursuing and
promoting chastity under the Patronage of St Thomas
Aquinas and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Jacqulyne Linville
told us about it at the January 25 meeting and we plan to
have a presentation about it in the future so members can
decide if they feel called to enroll in this or not. Fr Vincent
Kelber, OP has indicated he will enroll those who want to
join as the enrollment ceremony has to be done by a Dominican priest.
Ms. Roberta Powell, OP
Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento
The Chapter has just returned for a 3 day retreat held at
St. Albert’s Priory. Fr. Michael Fones, O.P. was our Retreat Master.
Fr. Michael presented 5 conferences titled as follows:






Relationship with Christ and Dominican Prayer.
Review of Thresholds and Connections with Pope
Francis.
The Great Story and Your Story.
Building Trust and Promoting Curiosity.
Nourishing Openness—asking questions, sharing the
Kerygma.

The thresholds Fr. Michael is referring to is from Sherry
Weddell’s book, “Forming Intentional Disciples”
In addition to these powerful presentations, we were able
to join the priests and brothers in saying the Office of
Reading, Morning, Midday, Evening and Night prayer as
well as going to Mass each day. In order to make the
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most of our short time at the Priory, we decided to keep
silence from Friday evening until after Mass Sunday
morning.
Mrs Anna Marie Gshwandtner, OP
Bl Margaret of Castello, Boise
In early March Fr Emmerich Vogt OP gave a parish mission at St. Mark’s Catholic Church in Boise. His four informative talks on, “Detaching with Love.” covered the
detachments we hold on ourselves which deprive us from
our freedom to live in the peace of Christ. His serious, yet
humorous, explanations were an enticement to all to recognize our fears and faults in our own lives to make substantial changes.
Our chapter is continuing preparation on the Colloquium
that will be held at St Mark’s Catholic Church April 17-18.
Fr Bartholomew de la Torre OP will be presenting one
of the encyclicals addressing Peace and Justice in our
world today. Several other invited guests and chapter
members will be presenting different encyclicals to promote life, liberty and freedom of property. All are welcomed to join us for these educational presentations and
evening discussions. (More information elsewhere in this
newsletter.—Ed)
We would like to thank Marilyn Wylde for the wonderful
job she has done as Formation Director for the past 2
years. She has been a delight to work with and has presented wonderful teachings for all of us. Marilyn will be
taking some time off for medical issues and we pray for
her and wish her the best for a complete recovery and
look forward to having her back with us soon.
In Marilyn’s stead, Gayle Boyer has been asked to step
in Pro-tempore until a vote can be taken during out chapter meeting in March. She is excited about helping out
and hopes to be more active since her recent retirement
as a school teaching.
Carolyn Reese

Mass: Being Present at the Sacrifice of Calvary
Now, to meet the expectant longing of mankind, this
great event is arrested and through Christ's institution
held fast for these coming generations so that they might
be conscious witnesses of that great event even in the
last centuries and amongst the remotest nations, and
might look up to it in holy rapture. Fr Jungmann, The
Mass of the Roman Rite, 1959
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St. Dominic Chapter, San Diego
Many prayers to our beloved Fr Vincent Serpa, OP, to
his sister, Gloria Serpa, and their beloved mother, Hilda
Roselene Serpa who at the age of 91 made Life Profession in the Dominican Laity, Corpus Christi Chapter in
Menlo Park. Hilda went to be with God our Father in
Heaven January 2, 2015, she was 99 years of age. Hilda
was a “devoted wife and mother, a dedicated sister in St.
Dominican and a loving friend but most of all as God’s
good and faithful daughter.” Receive her soul and present
her to God the most high.
The chapter was blessed to have spent time on retreat
with Fr Antoninus Wall, OP January 16 – 17. Over the
period of time we were together, Fr. Wall led us on a journey where we experienced, Loving Christ in his humanity“when Christ states, ‘I am the way…’he is speaking primarily about his human nature. It is by falling in love with
Jesus as a man that we end up loving him as God;” Christ
alive in our memory – “the power of memory. The healing
of the heart from the broken wounds and guilt of the past
as a superb work of divine love. The gold that is waiting in
your past when you see it through God’s eyes. Liberation
theology at its finest;” the birth of Christ in our imagination
and passions – “the wonderful power of imagination. The
imagination allows you to be any place you want to be,
doing anything you want to do and make of reality anything you want reality to be. It is a godlike power;” Christ
alive in our hearts – “Jesus teaches that we must love
each other as he himself loves us. Jesus’ love is not
merely human love but human love elevated to the level
of divine love. Jesus makes clear the distinction between
human and divine love;” Christ alive in our mind – “Reflect
for a moment on what is going on in your mind when you
think of such realities as the Nicene Creed, the Church,
the Sacraments, the Magisterium, and other aspects of
Catholic teaching. If there is a certitude in your acceptance of the truth of this vision, you are experiencing
the actual consciousness of Christ elevating your natural
consciousness to a higher level. You are experiencing
Christ alive in your mind.”

Members from the Queen of Angels Chapter in Los
Angeles and the Bartolomeo de las Casas Chapter in
Fullerton join together at the One Life LA rally in January.
One Life LA is a pro-life event sponsored by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, which supports life from conception to natural death. Approximately 20,000 people attended the event which included a march through downtown LA, pro-life speakers, musicians and a pep rally
talk given by Archbishop Jose Gomez.

Please keep our brother, Renaldo Romero, in your prayers for healing.
Lissa Hutcheson
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COLLOQUIUM ON
THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE
OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Year of Consecrated Life:
The Dominican Family Welcomes new Laity
Jakarta (Agenzia Fides) - The Dominican Family in Indonesia - composed of religious men,
nuns and laity - welcomes new laity: a sign of
hope in the Year of Consecrated Life, in which
all religious families are called to make a journey of renewal and deepening of their charism
in the Church.
The coordinator of the Dominican Laity of Indonesia, Teofilo Adiwiyarta Atmadi OP, reports that the Dominican Catholic laity in Indonesia are: 150 lay Dominicans, present in three
archdioceses (Jakarta, Semarang and Pontianak) and two dioceses (Bandung and Surabaya). Other lay professions are expected for the
month of July 2015, in Yogyakarta, and in Pontianak in October.

St. Mark’s Catholic Church
Boise, Idaho
Friday, April 17, 2015, 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 18th, 2015, 9:00 am

BLESSED MARGARET OF CASTELLO
CHAPTER, BOISE, IDAHO
invites you.

The Dominicans are historically linked to the
arrival of the Christian faith in Indonesia: in
1520, on the island of Flores, the Portuguese
merchant Jeae Soares baptized 200 people in
the village of Lewonama and the chaplain of
the ship, the Dominican, Fr. Anthony Tavera,
OP, then baptized about 5,000 people on the
islands of Flores and Timor. (PCP-PA)
(Agenzia Fides 23/01/2015) (Link)
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Join the discussion on the issue of
the Church’s social mission
and the intersection of
faith and reason in the modern world.
For more information or for lodging resources
John at 208.375.2532 or online at
WWW.DOMINICANIDAHO.ORG
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So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of
Wisdom in souls.
The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

Mary, our mother

“Frequently he made a special personal petition that God would deign to grant him a genuine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining
the salvation of men. For he believed that only
then would he be truly a member of Christ,
when he had given himself totally for the salvation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Savior of all, had offered himself completely for
our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy
period of careful and provident planning, he
founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”
Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

And mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,
Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,
Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,
Let those who have drifted
Hear your call,
And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!
Pope John Paul II

Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com
1605 N Eagle Creek Way
Eagle, ID 83616


Please notify by email if you would like to
be added to the regular emailing list.

There is no subscription fee.
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter). Deadline for
contributions is one week before the end of the month
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).
Editor – Mark Gross

Let us, then, not light the lamp by
contemplation and action, only to put
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean,
which is the enlightening word of
knowledge - lest we be condemned
for restricting by the letter the incomprehensible power of wisdom. Rather
let us place it upon the lampstand of
holy Church, on the heights of true
contemplation, where it may kindle
for all men the light of divine teaching.
-St. Maximus the Confessor
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Submissions to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in particular presentations made at chapter meetings. We cannot guarantee that all will be published,
and we reserve the right to edit submissions. The purpose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for proclaiming the Good
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St.
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
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