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Meditation on Christ  
through the Seasons 

A Study of Christology according to 
St.Thomas Aquinas 

with 
Fr Francis Le Quang Hung, OP 

Could the fallen human race have been re-
deemed by another way other than through 
the passion of Christ? 
 
St. Thomas says that absolutely speaking, 
God could have liberated the fallen human 
race by other means than the passion of 
Christ, since “nothing is impossible” with God 
- as we read in the Gospel according to St. 
Luke (i.e. Lk. 1:37). God could have forgiven 
man gratuitously, or God could have re-
deemed the human race with a simple smile 
given by Christ, since every act of the Lord 
Jesus has infinite value. However, the Angel-
ic Doctor of the Church also observed that, 
giving the actual way that God has ordained 
his redemptive plan for us, the Passion of 
Christ was the most fitting way to redeem the 
fallen human race, because in addition to 
having liberated the human race from sin and 
death - in line with the justice and mercy of 
God - the passion of Christ also brings us 
many other benefits; namely: 
 
1) By the Passion of Christ, a person realizes 
how much God loves him or her, and in this 
persuasive way, the person might be moved 
to love God in return. As St. Paul says, “God 
proves his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners Christ died for us” (Rm. 5: 8). 
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The post-conciliar Church? It is a Church in which life is removed 
considerably from the event of Calvary. A Church that diminishes 
its demands and doesn’t resolve problems anymore according to 
the will of God, but according to human possibilities. A Church 
which I believe has become elastic and morally relativistic. A 
Church in the fog and without the tables of the Law. A Church 
that closes its eyes to sin, that fears reproach for not being mod-
ern.                                                         Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski 
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2) By his Passion, Christ gave us examples of obe-
dience, humility, constancy, justice, and other virtues 
manifested in the passion, that is necessary for our 
well-being. Of this St. Peter says, “Christ also suf-
fered for you, leaving you an example that you 
should follow in his steps” (1 Pt. 2:21). 
 
3) By his Passion Christ not only liberated us from 
sin, but he also gained for us the justifying grace and 
the glory of the blessed. 
 
4) By the passion of Christ, a person is all the more 
likely to refrain himself or herself from sin, as St. 

Paul advises, “You have been bought at a price. 
Therefore glorify God in your body” (1 Co. 6, 20). 
 
5) By the Passion of Christ, the dignity of man is ele-
vated. Just as one man (Adam) was deceived by the 
devil, so it was fitting that it was another man (Jesus 
Christ) who defeated the devil; just as one man de-
served death, so it was suitable that another man, 
by dying, defeated and overcame death. For this 
reason, St. Paul says, “Thanks be to God who gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Co. 
15:57). 
 
(Ref. Summa Theologica, Part III, Q.46, Art.1, 2, & 3) 

 

Considering the resurrection in itself, was the resur-
rection of Christ necessary? 
 
The fact of the resurrection of Christ is expressively 
and abundantly evident in the Sacred Scripture; it 
has been summarized compactly in the fundamental 
Creed of our faith (read Mt. 28; Mk. 16; Lk. 24; Jn. 
20-21; the Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed). In 
addition, St. Thomas Aquinas expounds the follow-
ing principal reasons for the necessity of the resur-
rection of Christ: 
 
First, it is in accord with divine justice that God ex-
alts to those who humble themselves in his sight. 
Now, through love and obedience to God, Christ suf-
fered the humiliating death on the cross; hence, it 
was necessary that God extoll him with the glorious 
and triumphant resurrection. 
 
Second, in the light of the marvelous miracle of his 
resurrection, our faith in the divinity of Jesus Christ 
is confirmed by God. For this reason, St. Paul says, 
“If Christ has not been raised, then empty is our 
preaching; empty, too, your faith” (1 Cor. 15:14). 
 
Third, our hope is raised because in seeing Christ, 
our head, who rose from the dead, we - as members 
of his Mystical Body - also hope to rise with him. 

Meditation on Christ  through the Seasons 
A Study of Christology according to St.Thomas Aquinas 

With Fr Francis Le Quang Hung, OP 

 
Fourth, the resurrection of Christ is the model for our 
spiritual resurrection to a life of grace. In dying to our 
own sins, we may rise to a new life with Christ, as 
St. Paul writes to all Christian believers: “We were 
indeed buried with him through baptism into death, 
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness 
of life; for if we have grown into union with him 
through a death like his, we shall also be united with 
him in the resurrection. We know that our old self 
was crucified with him, so that our sinful body might 
be done away with, that we might no longer be in 
slavery to sin. For a dead person has been absolved 
from sin. If, then, we have died with Christ, we be-
lieve that we shall also live with him. We know that 
Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no 
longer has power over him. As to his death, he died 
to sin once and for all; as to his life, he lives for God. 
Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as 
being dead to sin and living for God in Christ Je-
sus” (Rm. 6:4-11). 
 
And fifth, the resurrection of Christ completes the 
mystery of our redemption. Having liberated us from 
evil with his own Passion, Christ further advances 
our wellbeing with his own resurrection. 
 
(Ref. Summa Theologica, Part III, Q.53, Art.1) 

Christ Through the Seasons 
(Continued from previous page) 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

The 2016 LPC Meeting  will be 
August 5-7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God bless you! 
Denise Harvey 

 

During these last few weeks of Lent, it can be tempt-
ing to compromise our pledged penances. Similar to 
a long distance race, it’s precisely at this point that 
the runners grow weary. At the beginning they’re 
fresh and enthusiastic. At the end, they get a burst 
of energy, with the finish line in sight.  But some-
where between the half and three quarter mark is 
where it gets tough. But it is exactly in these times 
that we need to re-double our efforts, and strive all 
the more.  
 
With Lent coming on the heels of Christmas this 
year, we didn’t have much time to prepare our minds 
and hearts. One minute we were opening presents 
and the next we were doing penance.  That got 
some of us dreaming of a Lent that was shortened to 
three or four weeks. Sort of like Advent.  So, instead 
of going through the entire desert, we could stop at 
Palm Springs.  And just as we were about to order a 
Pina Colada, we woke up. And, of course, with the 
realization that Lent is actually a great gift from God. 
 

Praised be Jesus 
 

Lent is an annual observance dedicated to our well 
being, and the good of our neighbor.  It provides us 
with the opportunity to atone not only for our sins, 
but to make an offering for the sins of the world. 
When we think of all the sins committed by us - and 
the entire world - throughout the fifty two weeks in 
the year, six weeks becomes comparatively small.  
That’s a gift of mercy. We also get a second chance 
during this time. We can re-make ourselves entirely 
by focusing on the good that we can gain, rather 
than the penances we endure. The ultimate good is 
a deeper relationship with God.  
 
But this deep relationship with God cannot be 
achieved solely by penance. It must also include a 
sincere commitment to advance in virtue.  Virtue is a 
“tendency, stemming from who you are at your core 
level, to act in certain ways. It is not simply an im-
pulse – good or bad – but rather a settled habit of 
mind”.  This “settled habit of mind” is essential for a 
life well lived.  It’s pleasing to God and man. It is 
God’s will for us. 
 
In addition to our penances this Lent, let’s strive with 
a firm intention for virtue. Become acquainted with 
them. Read them over and over. And when we sin, 
let’s bring these failings in virtue to confession. In 
doing this, we can keep the virtue closer at hand.  
 
And before we know it, we’ll be raising our glasses 
to celebrate Easter. But, with God’s grace, we will 
say with a renewed meaning; “The life I now live in 
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me”. 
 
May God Bless you with an abundance of Grace, 
 
Denise Harvey, President 
The Most Holy Name of Jesus Province 
 
The Cardinal Virtues from the Catechism: 
 
1805 Four virtues play a pivotal role and accordingly 
are called "cardinal"; all the others are grouped 
around them. They are: prudence, justice, fortitude, 
and temperance. "If anyone loves righteousness, 
[Wisdom's] labors are virtues; for she teaches tem-
perance and prudence, justice, and courage." These 
virtues are praised under other names in many pas-
sages of Scripture.  
 

(Continued on next page 
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1808 Fortitude is the moral virtue that ensures firm-
ness in difficulties and constancy in the pursuit of the 
good. It strengthens the resolve to resist temptations 
and to overcome obstacles in the moral life. The vir-
tue of fortitude enables one to conquer fear, even 
fear of death, and to face trials and persecutions. It 
disposes one even to renounce and sacrifice his life 
in defense of a just cause. "The Lord is my strength 
and my song." "In the world you have tribulation; but 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."  
 
1809 Temperance is the moral virtue that moderates 
the attraction of pleasures and provides balance in 
the use of created goods. It ensures the will's mas-
tery over instincts and keeps desires within the limits 
of what is honorable. The temperate person directs 
the sensitive appetites toward what is good and 
maintains a healthy discretion: "Do not follow your 
inclination and strength, walking according to the 
desires of your heart." Temperance is often praised 
in the Old Testament: "Do not follow your base de-
sires, but restrain your appetites." In the New Testa-
ment it is called "moderation" or "sobriety." We 
ought "to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this 
world." 
 
To live well is nothing other than to love God with all 
one's heart, with all one's soul and with all one's ef-
forts; from this it comes about that love is kept whole 
and uncorrupted (through temperance). No misfor-
tune can disturb it (and this is fortitude). It obeys on-
ly [God] (and this is justice), and is careful in dis-
cerning things, so as not to be surprised by deceit or 
trickery (and this is prudence). 

1806 Prudence is the virtue that disposes practical 
reason to discern our true good in every circum-

stance and to choose the right means of achieving it; 

"the prudent man looks where he is going." "Keep 

sane and sober for your prayers." Prudence is "right 

reason in action," writes St. Thomas Aquinas, follow-

ing Aristotle. It is not to be confused with timidity or 

fear, nor with duplicity or dissimulation. It is called 

auriga virtutum (the charioteer of the virtues); it 

guides the other virtues by setting rule and measure. 

It is prudence that immediately guides the judgment 

of conscience. The prudent man determines and 

directs his conduct in accordance with this judgment. 

With the help of this virtue we apply moral principles 

to particular cases without error and overcome 

doubts about the good to achieve and the evil to 

avoid.  

 

1807 Justice is the moral virtue that consists in the 
constant and firm will to give their due to God and 

neighbor. Justice toward God is called the "virtue of 

religion." Justice toward men disposes one to re-

spect the rights of each and to establish in human 

relationships the harmony that promotes equity with 

regard to persons and to the common good. The just 

man, often mentioned in the Sacred Scriptures, is 

distinguished by habitual right thinking and the up-

rightness of his conduct toward his neighbor. "You 

shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, 

but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor." 

"Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, knowing 

that you also have a Master in heaven." 

 

From the Editor 

 

Late last night my wife and I arrived back in Boise 
after a full day of planes and airports to return us 
home after spending two weeks in Florida.  We at-
tended our son’s commissioning as a Naval Officer, 
and I had the opportunity not only to finally meet 
many members of my wife’s family, but we also went 
to “The Old Place.”  The Old Place is where my fa-
ther in law grew up near Evergreen in southern Ala-
bama. From that humble wooden building (that has 
never been painted since construction in 1854), that 

family has  grown and may be found all over, espe-
cially in Pensacola Florida.   
 
Now the South is not known for the presence of the 
Catholic Church, but I learned that there are 13 
Catholic Churches in Pensacola. In Boise, which is 
slightly smaller but has a much larger urban foot-
print, we have four Catholic parishes.  I was struck 
by the beauty of the old churches we visited, with 
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The Corporal Works of Mercy 
 
Feed the hungry 
Give drink to the thirsty 
Clothe the naked 
Shelter the homeless 
Visit the sick 
Visit the imprisoned 
Bury the dead 

little or nothing; pew sitters who move on when it 
suites them. Is this what we are striving towards? 
 
As members of the Dominican lay branch, especially 
in this 800th anniversary year, we witness to some-
thing timeless and unchanging, even if it is incarnat-
ed in the changing circumstances of time. We seek 
to live in a world that denies the reality and rights of 
God, by bowing before the awesome might and gen-
tle love of our God who came to live among us; to 
live as though God exists and has rights over us, 
with gratitude and great joy and the boundless en-
thusiasm to share our joy with others. 
 
It is my special pleasure to call your attention to two 
retreats being offered by two of our Northwest Chap-
ters, and to point out that more retreats are being 
planned during this anniversary year.  Please con-
sider making one of these a destination, as the joy of 
celebrating with brothers and sisters in peace is one 
of the blessings of being a member of the Dominican 
Laity. 
 
M. Eugene Boylan’s spiritual classic “This Tremen-
dous Lover states repeatedly that “God’s Glory is 
His Mercy.”  May we glorify God through the exer-
cise of Mercy in this Holy Year. 
 
Mark Gross 
Editor 

their intact dignity unspoiled by liturgical  icono-
clasts, and the newer ones we visited also displayed 
a generous embrace of the sacred arts that made 
them a joy to be in.  St Joseph in Jacksonville is a 
vibrant and sprawling complex. The site of a Eucha-
ristic miracle some years ago, they offer Mass in 
many languages on Sundays.  I enjoyed the South-
ern Hospitality and the seasonably delightful weath-
er. 
 
It is hard not to be reflective on returning home and 
seeing in perhaps sharper contrast the things that 
differ in both places.  It is possible to spend millions 
on a Church building that is drab and uninspiring, 
while an old parish that can barely keep its doors 
open can present one with a whirlwind of Catholicity. 
Those who are  blessed to live where they can at-
tend Mass in a beautiful Church and receive the 
Sacraments as the Church intends are blessed in-
deed.  I know, I know… more prayer, more penance! 
 
I cannot help but call to mind something a protestant 
pastor said, some years before I became a Catholic: 
“High expectations, high commitment; low expecta-
tions, low commitment” - he explained that the Mor-
mons have an extremely high expectation, much like 
the Catholic once did, and the commitment of the 
members is correspondingly high.. Those protestant 
ecclesial communities that demand little or nothing 
of their members, also receive a like commitment; 

Editor 
(Continued from previous page) 

The Works of Mercy 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy 
 

Counsel the doubtful 
Instruct the ignorant 
Admonish sinners 
Comfort the afflicted 
Forgive offenses 
Bear wrongs patiently 
Pray for the living and the dead 
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Saint Vincent was born at Valencia, Spain, in 1350 
and entered the Order at the age of seventeen. He 
embraced a strict spiritual life and was later to write 
of it in his treatise On the Spiritual Life. For a time he 
assisted Peter de Luna, the cardinal legate, and 
John I, king of Aragon, in reconciling both civil and 
ecclesiastical disputes. All the while he preached, 
first at Avignon and then in France and Italy. In 1399 
he gave himself totally to itinerant preaching. During 
the great Western Schism he worked tirelessly for 
the peace and unity of the Church. At first he sup-
ported an antipope, Benedict XIII, but later tried in 
vain to obtain his abdication. He was a charismatic 
preacher who travelled throughout western Europe 
carrying out his preaching mission. He died at 
Vannes, France, on April 5, 1419. 
 
“In his resurrection Christ appeared first to the Virgin 
Mary.” 
 

Christ came forth from the tomb without opening it, 
just as he was born of the Virgin without harm to her 
virginity. Standing upon the sepulcher, Christ 
showed his glorious body with its wounds and 
scourgings to all the holy patriarchs, who adored him 
on bended keen and said: “Glory to you, Lord, risen 
from the dead, and to the Father and the Holy Spir-
it.” This is the first point concerning the blessed res-
urrection of Jesus Christ which was accomplished 
on this day. The second is that it was manifested 
graciously and in a special manner to the Virgin 
Mary. It is the conclusion of numerous theologians 
that Christ in his resurrection appeared first to the 
Virgin Mary, his Mother. Ambrose says this express-
ly in his book On Virgins: “Mary saw the resurrection 
of Christ and was the first to see it.” The evangelists, 
however, make no effort here to present indisputable 
witnesses, because the testimony of a mother on 
behalf of her Son might not be given credence. But 
we are compelled to believe that he appeared first to 
Mary for three reasons. 
 
First, on account of a divine command. Because in 
the passion of her Son Mary was to suffer distress 
more than all others, Christ promised his mother a 
special privilege that she would give birth without 
pain and in a manner contrary to the general course 
of nature. Likewise he promised that in her death 
she would not experience the suffering which ex-
ceeds all the other sufferings of this life. As Bishop 
Albert says: “Death is the culmination of al things 
terrible, for all at once the soul is completely uproot-
ed, like a tree.” But all the sufferings of childbirth and 
death came upon her at the passion of her Son. 
Since Scripture said honor your father and do not 
disregard your mother’s groans and since Christ ob-
served perfectly the law about honoring one’s par-
ents, it follows that he appeared first to his mother 
who suffered distress more than all others. 
 
Second, on account of her meritorious faith. It is held 
as certain and demonstrated clearly enough in the 
text that at the time of Christ’s passion all the apos-
tles and disciples completely lost the Christian faith. 
Some doubted whether he was the true God and 
Messiah, although all considered him to be a very 
holy prophet. Only the Virgin Mary believed without 
wavering on that holy Saturday, and so it was grant-

(Continued on next page) 

Saint Vincent Ferrer 
Friar and Priest 

Memorial: April 5 
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St Vincent Ferrer 
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(Continued on next page) 

ed that an office in her honor should be celebrated 
on Saturdays in the Church of God. Since Scripture 
says the Lord appears to those who have faith in 
him, it seems that the reward for her faith was that 
he should appear to her first. 
 
Third, on account of her great love. It is certain that 
never has a mother so loved her son as the Virgin 
Mary loved Christ. What Christ himself has said shall 
take place: Whoever loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him. 
(From the sermons of Saint Vincent Ferrer.) 

 
 

St. Vincent Ferrer 
Feast Day: April 5 

 
Born on January 23, 1350, the fourth child of the no-
tary William Ferrer and his wife Constantia, Vincent 
Ferrer entered history with signs and wonders. His 
father, it is said, had a vision of his son as a Domini-
can, evangelizing Spain and France, and his mother 
was told by an old woman to whom she had given 
alms, “It is an angel you have within you;” a prophe-
cy fulfilled, perhaps, in the title by which Vincent 
would be known in manhood —“Angel of Judgment.” 
 
Vincent entered the Order at the age of 17, ignoring, 
but not without pain, the insistent pleas of his mother 
that he should not go. His formation started with 
studies in logic, forming the rational mind, followed 
by the natural sciences, then on to Scripture study, 
opening him to the wonders of Divine Revelation, 
and finally to Theology to fit him for the contempla-
tion of God. 
 
The sanctity of St. Vincent hung, then, on a carefully 
structured framework of the knowledge of God. Yet 
he was no dry intellectual. His life was bathed in the 
miraculous. Miracles became so common in his life 
as to make one feel that a normal day was, for him, 
miraculous. 
 
How can this saint of over six hundred years ago, 
scarcely living in the world of men, yet making such 
a concrete impact on it, be imitated? How can the 
Dominican of today follow a saint who wore a hair-
shirt, ate very little, led whole troops of flagellants, 
customarily ended his sermons with a miracle and 

converted whole populations? Raised on the saintly 
teaching of St. Thomas Aquinas and zealous for the 
great end of the Order, the salvation of souls, St. 
Vincent teaches the Dominican how to live his or her 
vocation to the full. 
 
The Dominican ideal is embodied in St. Dominic, 
and St. Vincent clung to this ideal. There could be 
no St. Vincent without St. Dominic. How did he re-
semble our blessed founder? It is interesting to note 
that descriptions of St. Vincent’s physical appear-
ance are quite similar to those of St. Dominic. Both 
are described as medium in height with handsome 
faces, fairish coloring and large, beautiful eyes. Yet 
the most important resemblance between the two is 
the quality of priestliness that encompassed their 
whole being—Dominic and Vincent were priests of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Fra Angelico portrays St. Dominic, full of wonder and 
devotion, at the foot of the Cross. There is also a 
painting of St. Vincent being embraced by the Cruci-
fied. It represents the moment when, after one of 
Vincent's long meditations on the Passion, he asked 
Our Lord if it was possible for Him to have suffered 
so much. Our Lord answered “Yes, and more!” then 
detached His arms from the Cross and bent over the 
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St Vincent Ferrer 
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friar. The love which was exchanged in that moment 
was hidden from the understanding of others, but its 
fruits were evident in Vincent's urge to preach Christ 
across Europe in the wake of St. Dominic. 
 
This fourteenth century world of flagellants, miracles 
and mass conversions might seem strange to us. 
Yet St. Vincent Ferrer’s penetrating knowledge of 
God and of himself, his love for Christ, His Church 
and her liturgy, his thirst for the salvation of souls, 
and his humble abandonment to the will and the 
providence of God exemplifies that which every Do-
minican, indeed every Christian, must seek after and 
beg from Christ, who wishes all to share in His Di-
vine Priesthood as a people “consecrated in the 
Truth.” 
 
by Sister Mary Martin, O.P. 
Conventual Sisters of St. Dominic; Ganmain, NSW, 
Australia 
 

St Vincent Ferrer, Priest 
 
Vincent was born in Valencia, Spain in the middle of 
the 14th century and there he joined the Order. He 
was endowed with natural beauty of person and 
character, with a strong and beautiful voice. He ex-
celled in his studies of Scripture and Hebrew and got 
a degree in Theology. He became the apostle of the 
Jews and the Moors, converting more than thirty-
thousand of them. On foot he travelled across Spain, 
France, Italy and perhaps England, preaching pen-
ance. After the great plague and the Western 
Schism there was great moral laxity which shook the 
Church. He raised to life 28 people and was known 
as the wonder-worker. His Treatise on the Spiritual 
Life is still used. He died in France in 1419. Pope 
Callixtus III canonized him. 
 
Prayer 
 
O God, through the wondrous preaching of your 
confessor, the blessed Vincent, you granted that a 
multitude of peoples should come to acknowledge 
your name; grant, we beseech you, that we may be 
worthy to be rewarded in heaven by Him whom he 
announced on earth as the judge who is to come, 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, your son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever 

and ever. Amen. (From a compilation of Prayer 
Cards by Lay Dominicans of the Province of the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus) 
 
St Vincent Ferrer’s Quotes 
 
"If you truly want to help the soul of your neighbor, 
you should approach God first with all your heart. 
Ask him simply to fill you with charity, the greatest of 
all virtues; with it you can accomplish what you de-
sire.” 
 
“Let devotion accompany your studies: consult God, 
the giver of all science and ask Him with humility to 
make you understand what you read and learn. In-
terrupt your application by short prayers: never 
begin or end your studies but by prayer. learning is a 
gift of the Father of Lights; do not, therefore, consid-
er it a fruit of your own intellect or industry.” 
 
“Whatever you do, think not of yourself, but of God.” 
 
“Regard yourself as more vile and miserable in the 
sight of God because of your faults than any sinner 
whatever, no matter what his sins. . . and consider 
closely that any grace or inclination to good or desire 
of virtue you may have, is not of yourself but of the 
sole mercy of Christ.” 
 
“A vain question deserves nothing but silence. So 
learn to be silent for a time; you will edify your breth-
ren and silence will teach you to speak when the 
hour is come.” 
 
“Do you desire to study to your advantage? Let de-
votion accompany all your studies, and study less to 
make yourself learned than to become a saint. Con-
sult God more than your books, and ask him, with 
humility, to make you understand what you read. 
Study fatigues and drains the mind and heart. Go 
from time to time to refresh them at the feet of Jesus 
Christ under his cross. Some moments of repose in 
his sacred wounds give fresh vigor and new lights. 
Interrupt your application by short, but fervent and 
ejaculatory prayers: never begin or end your study 
but by prayer. Science is a gift of the Father of lights; 
do not therefore consider it as barely the work of 
your own mind or industry." 
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Saint Catherine of Siena 
Lay Dominican, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

Feast: April 29 

 
Catherine Benincasa was born at Siena, Italy, in 
1437, the youngest of twenty-five children. Inspired 
by divine grace she vowed her virginity to God while 
still a small girl and after overcoming the objections 
of her family pursued a life of prayer and penance as 
a Sister of Penance of Saint Dominic. She continued 
in this way of life until 1370 when in a vision God 
asked her to undertake an active apostolate and be-
come involved in the affairs of her age. Several 
times she was able to bring about peace among the 
Italian city-states and, while representing the Floren-
tines at Avignon, was instrumental in persuading 
Pope Gregory XI to return to Rome. 
 
On April 1, 1375, by divine favor she received the 
Stigmata. The Dialogue (1378), which she left for 
her large family of disciples, is a masterpiece of spir-
itual and theological doctrine and has become a 
source of riches for the entire Dominican Family. 

She died in Rome on April 29, 1380, and was buried 
in the basilica of Santa Maria sopra Minerva. In 1970 
Pope Paul VI declared her a Doctor of the Church. 
 
“You shall fine the source of charity in the side of the 
crucified Christ.”  
 
My dearest children in Christ, the sweet Jesus! I 
Catherine, the minister and servant of the servants 
of Jesus Christ, write you in his precious blood. I de-
sire to see you as sons who are obedient unto 
death, learning from the immaculate Lamb who was 
obedient to the Father even to an ignominious death 
on the cross. 
 
Pay close attention for he is the way and the rule 
that you and all creatures ought to follow. I wish you 
to place him before your mind’s eye. Look at how 
obedient that Word is! He himself does not refuse to 
carry the burden which he received from the Father, 
but on the contrary runs to it with the greatest desire. 
He made this clear at the Last Supper when he said: 
I have greatly desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I die. To eat the Passover means to fulfill at 
the same time the will of the Father and the desire of 
the Son. Seeing that he had hardly any time left and 
that at his life’s end he was to be offered as a sacri-
fice to the Father on our behalf, he rejoices and ex-
ults and says with joy: I have greatly desired. 
 
And this was the Passover of which he spoke, 
namely, to give himself as food and to immolate the 
sacrifice of his body in obedience to the Father. Je-
sus had already eaten the Passover with his disci-
ples before, but never as he did now. Oh inestimably 
sweet and burning charity! You think nothing of be-
ing crucified, nothing of your death, so full of oppro-
brium. The Word sees that he has been chosen by 
the Father and accepts humanity as his spouse. He 
was commanded to give us his blood and the will of 
God might be fulfilled in us and that we might be 
sanctified by that very blood. 
 
Therefore I beseech you, my sweet children in 
Christ, the sweet Jesus, because of your confidence 
in the blood of the crucified Christ, never fear any-
thing whatsoever. Do not separate yourselves from 
him by temptations and errors. You cannot perse-
vere out of fear, nor can you endure obedience and 
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the Order out of dread. I desire, then, that you never 
fear. May all servile fear be removed from you. 
Along with he sweet and loving Paul say: “Be strong 
today, my soul. Through the crucified Christ I can do 
everything; for he who comforts me dwells in me by 
desire and love.” Love, love, love! Whoever is in the 
world sails by the strength of his own arms, but who-
ever is in holy religion sails by the strength of anoth-
er, namely, by the strength of his own Order. 
 
Have confidence! You shall find the source of charity 
in the side of the crucified Christ. I wish you to es-
tablish yourselves there and make a dwelling there 
for yourselves. Rise up then with great and burning 
desire. Approach, enter and remain in this sweet 
dwelling. No demon or any other creature can take 
this grace from you or hinder your from reaching 
your end, namely, that your should come to see and 
taste God. I say no more. Abide in the holy and 
sweet love of God. Love, love one another.  
 
(From a letter of Saint Catherine of Siena to the nov-
ices of the Order at Santa Maria de Monte Oliveto.) 
 
 

St. Catherine of Siena 
Feast Day: April 29 

 
I, Catherine, write to strengthen you in the precious 
Blood of the Son of God, desiring to see you con-
sumed in the fire of His charity. (From the letters of 
St. Catherine of Siena)  
 
That is the way Catherine of Siena, the fiery young 
Dominican of the mid-fourteenth century, might well 
have chosen to introduce herself to readers today. It 
was typical of this Dominican saint always to think 
and speak of herself only in connection with Christ 
and to present herself that way to others. For Cathe-
rine, as for Dominicans before and after her, 
“communication” was all-important; the single most 
important communication was Christ— with Him and 
of Him. Who was this woman, and why does she still 
have the ability to communicate with us, even to-
day? 
 
Catherine was born in 1347 in the Italian city of Si-
ena. The twenty-third of twenty-five children in a lov-

ing Catholic family, Catherine realized, even at a 
very young age, God’s call to give herself totally to 
Him. Having known the Dominican friars of Siena 
from childhood, she herself felt drawn to live the Do-
minican life. At the age of 16 or 17, she joined a 
group of Dominican laywomen who lived in their 
homes while dedicating their lives to prayer and ac-
tive works of charity. Though Catherine’s family at 
first opposed her wishes, and the sisters themselves 
thought her too young to persevere, Catherine 
steadfastly grew in her conviction that God had 
called her to be a Dominican. 
 
Catherine’s first years as a Dominican were spent in 
seclusion in her family home, where Christ formed 
her in the “communication skills” of deep prayer and 
conversation with Him. Fired with His love for her 
and her love for Him, Catherine then prepared for an 
active life of service to others. As the years went on, 
this service took the form of caring for the sick and 
poor, nursing plague victims, and counseling others 
who wished to grow spiritually. Gradually, the Lord 
let Catherine know that He wished her to bring her 
spiritual communication skills to bear on the political 
life in her country. This she did, growing at the same 
time in her own prayer life. 
 
Finally, the Lord gave Catherine the task of influenc-
ing the Holy Father, Pope Gregory XI, to return to 
Rome from France, where he and the papal court 
had been residing for some years. This was perhaps 
her most difficult and painful mission, but always she 
was motivated by her love for the Church along with 
her profound respect for the Holy Father as the Vicar 
of Christ. 
 
Catherine died in Rome in 1380 at the age of 33, 
having spent herself completely for the good of the 
Church. Dominicans today are called to communi-
cate the same urgent truths as did St. Catherine of 
Siena: That we are made for eternal life, that the de-
sire to know God is our deepest hunger, and that 
love for Christ and His Church should be a fire that 
burns in us. Because she loved Our Lord, Catherine 
loved His people. Her example of active zeal fired by 
contemplation continues to stir the flame in Domini-
can men and women even today.  
 

St Catherine of Siena 
(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 
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From her letters: 
 
"Love does not stay idle." 
"Reflect that God requires nothing else of us except 
that we show our neighbors the love we have for 
God." 
"Do not be satisfied with little things, because God 
wants great things!" 
"Out of darkness is born the light." 
"To the servant of God, every place is the right 
place, and every time is the right time." 
"God is more ready to pardon that we have been to 
sin." 
"Consider God's charity. Where else have we ever 
seen someone who has been offended voluntarily 
paying out his life for those who have offended 
him?" 
"Hope comes from love, because people always 
trust in those they love." 
"You must believe in truth that whatever God gives 
or permits is for your salvation." 
"There is nothing we can desire or want that we do 
not find in God." 
"If you are what you should be, you will set all of Italy 
ablaze!" 
 
From her prayers: 
 
"Holy Spirit, come into my heart, and in your power 
draw it to you." 
"It is only through shadows that one comes to know 
the light." 
 
 

 
St Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor 

 
Catherine the last of twenty-five children, was born 
in Siena, Italy. At seven she took the vow of virginity. 
She then joined out Third Order. In 1374 the Floren-
tines were at war with the Pope; Catherine was in 
Pisa where she received the stigmata, foretold the 
future schism, kept Lucca and Siena loyal to the 
Pope, and reconciled the Florentines. In 1377 she 
got Pope Gregory XI back to Rome, after seventy 
years in Avignon. During the schism under Urban VI, 
by his command, she went to Rome and addressed 
the Cardinals. She offered her life for the Church 
and for the Pope, foretold the end of schism and 
died in Rome April 29, 1380. Pius II made her sec-
ondary Patroness of Rome (1866). Pius XII of Italy 
(1939) and Paul VI Doctor of the Church (1970). 
 
Prayer 
 
O God, you enabled the blessed Catherine, graced 
with special privilege of virginity and patience, to 
overcome the attacks of evil spirits and to remain 
unshaken in your love; grant, we beseech you, that 
following her example by treading under foot the 
wickedness of the world, and overcoming the wiles 
of our enemies, we may pass in safety to your glory. 
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 
(From a compilation of Prayer Cards by Lay Domini-
cans of the Province of the Most Holy Name of Je-
sus) 
St Catherine of Siena’s Quotes  
 
From “The Dialogue:” 
 
"The soul is in God and God in the soul, just as the 
fish is in the sea and the sea in the fish." 
“The human heart is always drawn by love." 
"Love transforms one into what one loves." 
"For you, high eternal Father, loved me without be-
ing loved by me." 
"You are rewarded not according to your work or 
your time, but according to the measure of your 
love." 
"You, eternal Trinity, are a deep sea. The more I en-
ter you, the more I discover, and the more I discov-
er, the more I seek you." 

St Catherine of Siena 
(Continued from previous page) 
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In the address of Pope Francis to participants at the 
national ecclesial conference of last November 10, 
in the cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore in Flor-
ence, we find three features of his communication 
strategy: the theological-spiritual, the intra-
ecclesiastical, and the explicit, prescriptive pastoral 
focus. 
 
The pope duly covered all three, amid repeated ap-
plause, interesting for its different intensity depend-
ing on the different tone and content of the talk. I will 
permit myself to observe, because it is not extrane-
ous to what I will say, that the pope could have 
avoided rather than invited the applause, which in 
its way was “political.” 
 
To one Catholic TV channel that asked for my im-
pressions I sincerely praised the power of Ber-
goglio’s missionary appeal, the great gift that this 
pontificate makes to the universal Church - that is, 
to the world, to history - if one considers that going 
out in search of others had become foreign to the 
tastes of many postconciliar churches and commu-
nities. 
 
But I also had to emphasize the ambiguities of the 
passage in his talk about the “temptations” of the 
Church - or Pelagianism (the ancient heresy accord-
ing to which it is possible to pass through the stages 
of salvation by suitable human effort alone, inde-
pendent of divine grace) and Gnosticism - with 
which pope Jorge Mario Bergoglio has hardened his 
intra-ecclesiastical “quarrel.” 
 
The anti-Pelagian polemic against trust in structures 
- which ones, precisely? - and excessive organiza-
tion was already present in the post-war and pre-
conciliar season of the Catholic Church. We know 
what kind of target undue trust in rules is for Fran-
cis; but when he affirms that it is “rules that give the 
Pelagian the security of feeling superior, of having a 
precise orientation,” and that this type of deviation 
assumes “a style of control, of toughness, of formal-
ism,” as in fundamentalism and conservatism, we 
see better at whom his words are aimed but we no 
longer see true Pelagianism, but rather a few traces 
of one of its enemies, Jansenism. 
 
Pelagius has nothing to do with the grand Church of 
Pius XII nor with that modicum of organization, insti-

tution, and form that remains alive today. The 
Church should be concerned about the more plausi-
ble theological and pastoral Pelagianism of those 
who ignore and essentially eliminate sin and grace. 
But if, for the current pope, the Pelagian is the one 
who does the contrary, we are losing the discern-
ment of that which is truly grave. 
 
Also troubling is Pope Francis’s reference to Gnosti-
cism, a temptation, he has told us, “that leads to 
trusting in clear, logical reasoning.” Here too in or-
der to single out for the people’s execration that part 
of the Church which is seen as culpably cultivating 
intellect and doctrine, a bit like Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas and countless others, remaining in the end 
“closed off in immanence.” 
 
The ancient and modern Gnostic spiritualties are, 
obviously, nothing like this. A more recent and bril-
liant extension of the notion - as Eric Voegelin has 
pointed out - concerns the revolutionary activity that, 
in the name of a Cause, with a simplifying doctrine 
and rhetoric on its lips, pursues a Reality beyond 
the true reality. Something of the kind, but post-
ideological, Pope Francis could find these days, 
where he least expects it. 
 
I have already written about how disorienting this 
arbitrary use of theologically delicate words is. A 
mistaken use of them, with no criterion but that of 
delineating targets to be extended at will, does not 
correspond to the right exercise of justice in the 
Church. Moreover, it generates doubts if this style is 
considered acceptable in the person of a pope. Ap-
pealing to the consensus of the people, in a cathe-
dral, in order to bash the bishops - because this is 
how ordinary people have understood it - would be 
in itself, for the political scientist, a “demagogic” ef-
fort at legitimization. 
 
“Demagogue” is a term that need not offend: Max 
Weber used it for the prophets of ancient Israel in 
their mobilizing action as private persons outside of 
the Temple. But, and this is the point, Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio is not a private preacher or charismatic, 
he does not preach private revelations, he is pope. 
He instead wears the twofold role now of institution-
al leader, now of anti-institutional charismatic who 
pits himself against a “part” of the Church. If as 
head of the Church he has all the powers that this 

(Continued on next page) 

Pope Bergoglio in Florence, With the People Against the Structures 
by Pietro De Marco 
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entails, as charismatic he exercises, whatever his 
intentions may be, an objective antagonistic action 
against institutional circles. 
 
The scholar would say that he is operating as a 
“faction head” for supremacy in his party, which is 
also the dominant party: taking down the old lead-
ers, not minding the victims. This is why his address 
at Santa Maria del Fiore has the aspect of a speech 
at political conventions of historical and recent 
memory. 
 

 

 

 People/Structures 
(Continued from previous page) 

Much used and admired in politics, this practice is 
not so in the Church, where the applause of the 
faithful does not legitimize anything, does not add 
one iota to the power of a pope and the value of his 
decisions; where sanctions against errors of ortho-
doxy and of practice must be conducted not by slo-
gan but under the banner of doctrine and law; where 
the bishops are not the members of a central com-
mittee or the directors of an apparatus at the mercy 
of a “democratic” political leader. 
 
The national ecclesial conference recently held in 
Florence has displayed the sincere efforts of the Ital-
ian Church to adopt the style, heavy on effects, of 
this pontificate. It should suffice to consider that in 
the formula of the “five ways,” pastoral to the brim, 
that the conference adopted (go out, proclaim, dwell, 
teach, transfigure), there is no room for Thomas but 
plenty for Pope Francis. 
 
In “ecclesialese” language I should speak of a “glad, 
joyous, grateful effort” of the Italian Church. But it is 
not certain that everyone sees it that way. 
 

Chiesa Online (Link)  

http://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/1351178?eng=y
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Just as in the Upper Room, Mary in her heart, with her prayerful presence, 
watched over the origins of the Church, so too now the Church's journey 

is entrusted to the loving heart and praying hands of cloistered nuns. 
(Verbi Sponsa) 

DISCERNMENT DAY   
 
 
 

Have you ever wondered what life is like as a nun? Are you drawn to a life of prayer for the world, for our 
Mother Church and for souls? The Dominican Nuns of Corpus Christi Monastery located at 215 Oak Grove 
Avenue in Menlo Park, CA will host a Discernment Day for single Catholic women ages 18-40 on January 
16th.  RSVP by January 11th or for more information contact Sister Joseph Marie O.P. at voca-
tions@nunsmenlo.org or visit our website at: http://nunsmenlo.org/discernment-days/. The day begins with 
Mass at 8:00 a.m. followed by Divine Office, Adoration, Rosary, Conferences, Vocation stories, and more giv-
en by our Dominican nuns and friars.     
 

God's Blessings! 
Sr. Joseph Marie, O.P. 

Corpus Christi Monastery 
215 Oak Grove Avenue 
Menlo Park CA 94025 
(650) 322-1801 X19 
www.nunsmenlo.org 
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Church of San Marco & Museum 

Additional Resources 
 
Pope Francis 
 

 Encyclical Lumen Fidei (Link) 

 Encyclical Laudato Si’ (Link) 

 The Holy See (Link) 

 Vatican Radio (Link) 

 Vatican Information Service (Link) 

 L’Osservatore Romano (Link) 

 Fides News Agency (Link) 

 CDF on Communion for Divorced-Remarried (Link) 
 

Western Province  

 Preaching Blog (Link) 

 Student Blog (Link) 

 Novice Blog (Link) 
 

 The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link) 
 

- Dominican Supplies 

 
In conjunction with the Dominican Jubilee 
800 celebrations, Museo San Marco, Flor-
ence has kindly agreed to host members 
of the Dominican family throughout the Ju-
bilee Year. Dominican friars, nuns, sisters, 
and laity are invited to sing selected Do-
minican chants in the presence of original 
art of art by Beato Angelico in various lo-
cations of the museum (Cloister of St. An-
toninus, Chapter Room, Refectory and up-
per Corridor). 
 
If you are planning a pilgrimage to Domini-
can Italy, or a visit to Saint Dominic’s tomb 
in Bologna, then why not consider coming 
to San Marco in Florence to engage 
firsthand with Beato Angelico’s original 
works of art, and enhance that experience 
by creating Sounds in the Silence, with 
hymns, antiphons, and responsories from 
the Dominican Liturgical Repertory, many 
of whose texts Fra Angelico incorporated 
into his works of art. If interested in partici-
pating in this initiative, email 
m.dunleavy1@yahoo.co.uk. For further 
information contact: Fr. Michael Dunleavy, 
O.P., Piazza S Domenico, 4 50014, San 
Domenico di Fiesole, (FI) Italia. San Domenico in Bologna 

hhttp://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.vatican.va/phome_en.htm
http://en.radiovaticana.va/index.asp
http://www.news.va/en/source/vatican-information-service
http://www.news.va/en/source/osservatore-romano
http://www.news.va/en/source/fides
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/prefect-of-congregation-for-the-doctrine-of-the-faith-on-communion-for-divorced-remarried
http://www.opwest.org/index.php/homilies
http://students.opwest.org/blog/
http://novices.opwest.org/wordpress/
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
http://www.museosanmarco.it/
http://www.arcadominici.org/
http://www.op.org/sites/www.op.org/files/public/documents/fichier/sounds_in_the_silence_booklet.pdf
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Stand fast, brethren, stand steadfast, I say, in that faith 
which Christ planted, the Apostles preached, the Martyrs 
confirmed, the whole world approved and embraced. 
Stand firm in that faith which, as it is the oldest, is also the 
truest and most sure, and which is most in harmony with 
the Holy Scriptures and with all antiquity. Stand constant 
in that faith which has a worship worthy of all honor and 
reverence, Sacraments most holy, abounding in spiritual 
consolation. For if ye have remained constant in this faith, 
that is, in the Catholic Church, in the Ark of Noe, in the 
house of Rahab, with what joy and consolation of the soul 
will ye not be flooded : yours will be the Sacrament of 
penance for the cleansing of your souls; yours the Sacra-
ment of the Body and Blood of our Savior for the refresh-
ing of your souls; you will be partakers of all the satisfac-
tion and merits of Christ, of the fellowship of the Saints, of 
the suffrages, prayers, fasts, and alms-deeds of all the 
just whom the Catholic Church throughout the world holds 
in her bosom. O blessed they, yea, and thrice blessed, 
who in this deplorable world stand firm in the faith of 
Christ. 
 
The devil goeth about seeking whom he may devour, 
whom resist ye strong in faith. i Peter v. 8, 9. 

Stand Fast 
B. William Hart to the Afflicted Catholics 

Dear Lord, lead us into deeply lamenting your Pas-
sion, so that by reflecting on the mystery of your Fa-
ther’s mercy we may enter and abide in His joyful 
stillness. Amen.  
 
“Father forgive them, they know not what they do” is 
both an assent of the Father’s mercy, and a witness 
to the reality of sin. Who was unaware of what they 
were doing?  Was it the mindless crowd that mocked 
and spit at our Lord? Or did Pilate really suspect the 
truth before he in a prophetic irony scripted the ac-
cusation nailed above Jesus’s head? What about 
the ironclad hearts of the Roman soldiers carrying 
out another among countless routine execution de-
tails? Or was it the learned scribes and Pharisees 
who in their invincible ignorance missed that in this 
Jesus the Nazarene was embodied the fulfillment of 
all prophecy and scripture- yet in violation of their 
own precepts became their own law to seal His cru-
cifixion?   
 
When I come to realize the reality of my sin I am ter-
rified and recoil in nauseated horror. It is by the 
soul’s power of intellect - the crowning glory of our 
nature, the power that elevates each of us in dignity 
infinitely beyond the cosmos- that at the same time 
conveys the stark reality of our humility: the absolute 
realization that we need a Savior! Without Christ I 
stare into the yawning pit of Hell. Without our Lord 
bearing witness to the reality of sin, my darkened 
mind continues to renovate evil as desirable, that is, 
as a good, even as all hope is abandoned.  
 
Satan’s manifesto since the Garden has been to 
persuade us that we can become God- that our own 
godlikeness in everlasting life is just within arm’s 
length; what God wants for us we can take by our 
own will.  But, from the Cross- God sharing himself 
by becoming a man shows us the violence of our 
folly by having the inevitable effects of evil beaten, 
whipped, nailed, and thrust into His flesh. The reality 
of the Cross is ever present. It is not simply a 
marked historical event. As long as sin is in the 
world the crucifixion is a present reality.  When our 
Lord was stripped of his temporal garments, he was 
presented naked and torn for all people to behold 
across the ages.  
 

Father Forgive Them,  
They Know Not What They Do 

A Good Friday Reflection by Mark Peters 

(Continued on next page) 
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have  pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one 
mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly 
over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn. 
 
I know that I cross the threshold into the very life of 
God when I am gifted with tears for my sins and im-
mediately begin to fathom the concomitancy of God 
the Father’s infinite mercy. 
 
During this darkness, Our Blessed Mother stood at 
the foot of the cross. I imagine she would have been 
given to her maternal impulses to use her vale to 
blot the blood flowing down her son’s legs and feet- 
our exemplary Eucharistic minister. In one depiction 
of the Crucifixion the Italian Renaissance painter 
Blessed Fra Angelico portrays Our Lady at the foot 
of the cross looking upon Jesus bleeding out with 
her hands raised and a smile on her face. As we re-
flect on this image we enter into the realm of the Di-
vine Contradiction: God’s supreme act of self-giving 
in divine love transforms the worst act of sin into the 
noblest consummation given in the sweetest of pray-
ers - “Father forgive them, they know not what they 
do.” 
 

Mark Peters writes from the  
St Monica Chapter in Benicia. 

Those that crucified our Lord also did so in our 
names. What they did then, we do now to the Mysti-
cal Body of Christ. When I am envious of the good, I 
am there with the scribes and Pharisees. When I am 
fearful of losing some temporal advantage and will-
ing to trade it away over divine truth, I am there with 
Pilate. When I trust in forces of my own designs to 
gain advantage rather than trust in the flow of the 
Spirit, I am there with the Roman authorities.  
 
Why meditate on the cruelty of crucifixion? Why im-
agine this method of torture, humiliation, and its slow 
drawn out death that the Romans had crafted with 
such flair? As an example, a Roman historian poign-
antly records that soldiers would often cut out the 
tongues of victims during crucifixions so as to si-
lence their incessant cursing of everyone and every-
thing, including their parents, and the day they were 
born.  
 
Reflecting on the crucifixion of our Lord makes evil 
much more palpable.  Sin can no longer hide as it 
often does in abstractions adorned in impersonal 
psychological verbiage. Abstractions did not pound 
the nails in Jesus’s hands and feet. Sin must be 
seen and felt for the horror that it is. Nothing is more 
piteous and chastening than contemplating the reali-
ty of the Creator of the universe, His person, in the 
flesh, dwelling among and healing those He loved, 
Innocence Himself- now scourged, shredded, and 
nailed to the cross.  
 
Soon after noon on that Good Friday, not only do the 
Gospels, but also Roman historians record an unex-
plained darkness that shrouded the midday sky. It 
could not have been an eclipse since the moon was 
full; but this darkness lasted the three hours. It was 
dark enough to see stars.  I imagine that possibly 
our Lord’s eyes met the light from one of these stars
- light that had traveled down through forgotten cen-
turies to meet the earth and its creator together in 
this moment. Reflecting upon the ancient divine ar-
ranging of the stars and His calling each by name 
through His Son is no less a reminder of divine ac-
tion than is the writing of His Word into our hearts. 
Centuries before, it had been prophetically declared 
of this moment that - 
 
I will pour out on the house of David and on the in-
habitants of Jerusalem, the  Spirit of grace and of 
supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they 

 Reflection 
(Continued from previous page) 
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Nilus Cabasilas (c. 1295-1363) succeeded Gregory 

Palamas on the archepiscopal throne of Thessaloni-
ka, and was one of the most distinguished Byzan-

tine intellectuals and theologians of the 14th centu-
ry. He was heavily involved in the hesychastic quar-

rels of the period, over the theology of Gregory 
Palamas, which rocked the Byzantine Church, and 

helped write the Synodal Tome of the Council of 
1351, which approved Palamas’ teachings. Interest-

ingly, Cabasilas was at first a fervent admirer of St. 
Thomas Aquinas, whose works had spread among 

the Byzantines, thanks to the translations of his for-
mer student, the eminent Demetrios Kydones, who 

regarded Cabasilas as his mentor and spiritual fa-
ther. Later, Kydones became a Roman Catholic, 

and would controvert Cabasilas’ major work, “On 
the Procession of the Holy Spirit,” which became a 

classic polemic for Byzantine dissidents writing 
against the Catholic doctrine of the Procession of 

the Holy Spirit. At the famous Reunion Council of 
Ferrara-Florence, it was “the Blessed Nilus” whose 

views concerning the Procession of the Holy Spirit, 
and the role of the Pope in the Church, clearly domi-

nated the thought of the Byzantines engaged in the 
debates. Before leaving Constantinople to attend 

the Council of Florence, and to prepare for the dog-
matic discussions with the Latins, Mark of Ephesus, 

and others, studied in-depth “the book of saint 

Nilus Cabasilas and a Modern Greek Theologian on  
“the Heresy of Anti-Papism” 

James Likoudis 

Cabasilas” in order to refute St. Thomas Aquinas’ 

teaching on the Filioque, as set forth in his “Contra 
Gentiles.” 

 
Cabasilas wrote two works against papal primacy, 

essentially accusing the Pope of refusing to permit 
the calling of an Ecumenical Council which alone 

had the authority to decide the controversies be-
tween Greeks and Latins. The Pope was also cen-

sured for regarding himself as ultimate judge of dog-
matic controversies, and to whom all must submit. 

In his work on the Holy Spirit’s procession, Cabasi-
las specifically attempted to refute Aquinas’ argu-

ments for the Filioque, and for Papal primacy and 
infallibility. Cabasilas took St. Thomas to task, de-

claring that the Latins had incurred the anathema for 
violating the prohibition of Ecumenical Councils to 

add anything to the Symbol of Nicene (325)-
Constantinople (381). 

 
As in his former works against Papal Primacy, he 

denied the Pope’s infallibility. Like any man, Cabasi-
las wrote, the Bishop of Rome can “commit various 

absurdities” and can err, “witness of this is Honorius 
and Liberius … The Pope has no authority to act, 

except simultaneously in communion with all the 
other {patriarchs and bishops} … We are ready to 

submit to him (who is Primate) provided, namely, 

(Continued on next page) 

Icon of St.Nicholas Cabasilas, nephew of Nilus Cabasilas, St. Peter Holding the Keys to the Kingdom, and  
the Very Reverend Archimandrite John Panteleimon Manoussakis 
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(Continued on next page) 

that the apostolic ordinances are observed, such 

that neither he, over our opposition, should dare to 
act, nor we, similarly, over his opposition.” The Bish-

op of Rome is the “first of bishops” but he has no 
right to modify the Symbol of faith by himself, and 

without the previous consent of others … In acting 
as sole judge, it is the Pope who has “introduced 

division, and has destroyed the harmony of souls … 
In so far as can be shown in an analysis of the 

words to which Thomas, or anyone else, confidently 
appeals to defend the Latins, they do not appear to 

be freed from the reproach of having incurred the 
anathema.” To show how this must be so, Cabasilas 

did not hesitate to put in evidence a forged Letter of 
Pope John VIII denouncing the Latin innovators as 

“prevaricators of divine revelation” and to be 
“classed with Judas.” 

 
For Cabasilas, and later Byzantine dissidents, the 

criterion of orthodoxy is agreement with the Fathers 
and Councils (as interpreted parochially by Greek 

theologians themselves) and not the Pope as the 
indefectible Rock, and visible Head of the Church, 

and Bearer of the Keys of Heaven. His student, De-
metrios Kydones, has perhaps best judged the mer-

its of Cabasilas’ arguments. In his refutation of 
Cabasilas’ major work on the Holy Spirit, Kydones 

showed how his teacher’s arguments were “feeble,” 
and manifested only a superficial understanding of 

the richness of St. Thomas. Moreover, Cabasilas’ 
views on the Papacy, would find their faithful echo in 

his successor, Symeon of Thessalonika (1416/7-
1429), as well as with Mark of Ephesus, and his fel-

low anti-unionists at the Council of Florence. 

 
These Churchmen all similarly held that obedience 

to the Pope was no longer due, if he were to no 
longer profess the true faith, and somehow blatantly 

embrace heresy. The same position is maintained to 
this day among those Orthodox resistant to the 

pleas of Rome to acknowledge the true scope and 
divine origin of the Roman Pontiff’s authority. It is 

illuminating to contrast the anti-papal views of the 
14th century Greek polemicist with that of a modern 

Greek Orthodox theologian, John Panteleimon 
Manoussakis. Manoussakis’ major monograph, “For 

the Unity of All” (Cascade Books, Eugene, Oregon, 
2015) is remarkable for its irenic and sincere effort 

to overcome the centuries of “futile and hateful de-

bate” regarding the procession of the Holy Spirit. 

For Manoussakis, drawing on the Trinitarian teach-
ing of St. Augustine, the Holy Spirit proceeds from 

the Father principaliter and, therefore, “the two 
views, Greek and Latin, could become harmonized.” 

Here, one finds him in agreement with Aquinas, and 
not with the intransigent Cabasilas. 

 
In treating of Primacy in the Church, Manoussakis 

agrees with Cabasilas that the Church had a Pri-
mate in the person of the Pope, but rejects the radi-

cal position of those Orthodox theologians who, in 
their ferocity against Rome, have been led to deny 

the need for any primus (“first bishop”) in the 
Church. He excoriates in modern Orthodoxy “the 

phenomen of anti-papism, understood as a denial of 
a primus for the universal church, and the elevation 

of such denial to a trait that allegedly identifies the 
whole Orthodox Church as, properly speaking, he-

retical.” As an “Orthodox clergyman,” he distin-
guishes himself “from that party that has construct-

ed for itself a new identity exclusively based on ha-
tred for the office of Peter.” He notes that “the denial 

of the pope’s primacy has created a lacuna of au-
thority in the Orthodox Church that has resulted, on 

the one hand, in the endless divisions of autoce-
phalies, and autonomies, with multiple canonical 

jurisdictions over one region and, on the other, in 
the rogue fanaticism of para-ecclesial groups.” La-

menting the lack of a universal primus with authority 
“who can speak on behalf of the Orthodox Church” 

for its internal affairs, or ecumenical dialogue with 
Rome, Manoussakis urges the solution of investing 

the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople with the 

ministry of universal primacy (a function that Con-
stantinople, in fact, took upon itself in the heyday of 

the Byzantine Empire, and captivity under the Otto-
man Turks. He candidly admits that “the history of 

the first millennium leaves no room for doubting that 
the pope’s primacy in terms of such Petrine ministry 

was universally acknowledged, and accepted by the 
Greek-speaking Church.” He adds, “Theologically, 

there is no reason why the Orthodox Church should 
not do the same presently.” 

 
However, traditional Orthodox resistance to the very 

idea of a universal primacy in the Church (whether 
that of the Pope in the past, or the Patriarch of Con-

stantinople in the future), has to be met. Manous-

Heresy of Anti-Papism 
(Continued from previous page) 
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sakis believes primacy is as necessary at the uni-

versal level as at the diocesan and eparchial levels, 
and is “a prerequisite necessitated by the Church’s 

theology … by the very structure of the Church’s 
ecclesiology.” A Petrine office for the Patriarch of 

Constantinople is grounded in Peter’s primacy, 
wherein the Church is founded on his person, as 

well as on his confession. That primacy is invested 
in a person, and cannot be a mere “primacy of hon-

or.” To use “episcopal equality” to deny a universal 
primacy for the Church is a “sophism.” Moreover, 

there can be no Ecumenical Council without its pri-
mus; that very primacy manifests an authority une-

qual to other bishops. Nor does belief in Christ as 
the Head of the Church prevent the universal church 

from having a visible primate as her living, and au-
thoritative head. 

 
What is remarkable in Manousskis’ rationale for the 

Patriarch of Constantinople being acknowledged as 
the Orthodox Churches’ universal primate, is the 

refutation of the major arguments used by dissent-
ing Orthodox against the Pope as Peter’s succes-

sor, possessing a primacy of universal authority in 
the Church. His rationale for a universal primacy for 

Constantinople suffers the fatal flaw that it would not 
be of divine institution, but of useful ecclesiastical 

arrangement. But as the binding Councils of Flor-
ence, Vatican I and II, have taught, the Petrine of-

fice of the Pope, involving a headship and universal 

Heresy of Anti-Papism 
(Continued from previous page) 

authority and jurisdiction over all the faithful, is one 

established by Christ himself, and intended to last 
as long as the Church itself. 

 
Conclusion 

 
Both the 14th century Byzantine, and modern Greek 
Orthodox theologian, agree that the Church of 
Rome once exercised a real, universal primacy in 
the ancient Church. It was one of authority granted 
by Councils, and emperors, and lost by adherence 
to heresy, giving rise to the fierce anti-papalism 
characterizing Eastern Orthodox ecclesiology. Fr. 
Manoussakis believes that the anti-papalism, so evi-
dent since the Schism, does not, in principle, pre-
clude a universal primacy in and for the Church. 
Universal primacy is not contradictory to collegiality; 
moreover, it properly belongs, by right, to Constanti-
nople, and its exercise would contribute to the 
strengthening of an increasingly fragmented Eastern 
Orthodoxy. Contrary to the anti-papal Nilus Cabasi-
las (who expended his great energies to combat the 
teaching of St. Thomas Aquinas), Fr. Manoussskis 
does not believe the Filioque doctrine to be hereti-
cal. Catholic theologians would do well to study the 
various chapters in his book which represent some 
genuine ecumenical progress. It is to be noted that it 
carries the approval of the Patriarch, Bartholomew 
of Constantinople. 
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view (Link) 

 
It is no good to tell an atheist that he is an atheist; 
or to charge a denier of immortality with the infamy 
of denying it; or to imagine that one can force an 
opponent to admit he is wrong, by proving that he is 
wrong on somebody else’s principles, but not on his 
own. After the great example of St. Thomas, the 
principle stands, or ought always to have stood es-
tablished; that we must either not argue with a man 
at all, or we must argue on his grounds and not 
ours. We may do other things instead of arguing, 
according to our views of what actions are morally 
permissible; but if we argue we must argue “on the 
reasons and statements of the philosophers them-
selves.”   
 

Chesterton, The “Dumb Ox,” op. cit., 95-96. 

http://www.hprweb.com/2016/01/nilus-cabasilas-and-a-modern-greek-theologian-on-the-heresy-of-anti-papism/
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“Song Befits the Lover”: Understanding the Place  
of Gregorian Chant in the Mass  

Peter Kwasniewski 

In his First Epistle to Saint Timothy, Saint Paul says that 

he is not sure when he can come to visit Timothy, but 

meanwhile he is giving him instructions “so that … you 

may know how one ought to behave in the household of 

God, which is the Church of the living God, the pillar and 

bulwark of the truth” (1 Tim 3:15).  

 

This statement raises a question for us, too: How ought 

we to behave—or, as other translations have it, “conduct 

ourselves”—in the church? More particularly, since the 

liturgy is the very expression and summation of the 

Church’s life, how ought we to behave when we enter into 

a church and step into the sacred domain of the liturgy 

that takes place within its walls? The liturgy, with all its 

complex dimensions—vertical and horizontal, transcend-

ent and immanent, literal and symbolic, visible and invisi-

ble, heavenly and earthly—is a microcosm of the whole of 

Catholic life. As a result, how we worship at Mass is an 

expression of our entire life of faith. This is why the way in 

which the Holy Mass is celebrated not only expresses the 

faith but also shapes it and transmits it. If the celebration 

is somehow not as it should be according to the judgment 

of the Church, the result over time will be a malformed 

and eventually falsified faith in the people.  

 

Pope Benedict XVI once spoke of the need to “intensify 

the celebration of the faith in the liturgy, especially in the 

Eucharist.” It seems that sometimes Catholics feel that 

simply showing up for Mass, preferably on time, is partici-

pation enough; why should we, or how could we, intensify 

(Continued on next page) 

that participation? One of the most important aspects of 

our participation, and the one that I will concentrate on in 

this series of articles, is our singing at High Mass and our 

attentive listening to the chants of the liturgy.  

 

The Centrality of the Liturgy  

 

First, the groundwork. The Constitution Sacrosanctum 

Concilium of the Second Vatican Council states that the 

liturgy “is the primary and indispensable source from 

which the faithful are to derive the true Christian spirit.” 

Again:  

 

The liturgy, “through which the work of our redemption is 

accomplished,” most of all in the divine sacrifice of the 

Eucharist, is the outstanding means whereby the faithful 

may express in their lives, and manifest to others, the 

mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true Church.  

 

Because the liturgy is “an exercise of the priestly office of 

Jesus Christ” and  

 

the whole public worship is performed by the Mystical 

Body of Jesus Christ, that is, by the Head and His 

members … it follows that every liturgical celebration, 

because it is an action of Christ the priest and of His 

Body which is the Church, is a sacred action surpassing 

all others; no other action of the Church can equal its 

efficacy by the same title and to the same degree. 
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faithful! This chanting together is the most significant ex-

ternal aspect of “active participation” rightly understood; it 

is one of the most precious exterior signs of our unity as 

members of Christ’s Body. Obviously, there is an internal 

aspect, too, namely, that we be attentive to the meaning 

of what we say and do, and really mean it and internalize 

it through meditation. But these internal operations are 

greatly enhanced over time by the external actions. There 

is no opposition or contradiction between external and 

internal, except where the internal participation, which is 

more fundamental, is attacked or undermined in the name 

of an exaggerated external activism, where people are 

“kept busy” talking or being talked at, and leave the 

church without ever having once genuinely prayed.  

 

It is important to point out, lest there be any misunder-

standing, that Divine Providence allowed the Low Mass to 

develop for the immense benefit of the clergy and the 

faithful, since it fosters a profound spirituality of meditative 

silence and, practically speaking, allows for the daily cele-

bration of Mass in such a way that clergy can offer the 

Holy Sacrifice with regularity and the laity can participate 

in the midst of a busy schedule. My lavish praises of the 

sung Mass do not cancel out the devotional role of the 

Low Mass, but rather, balance a healthy love of this sim-

pler form of celebration with the rightful place of honor 

that belongs to the magnificent fullness of our public wor-

ship when executed with all the ritual and music that be-

fits it by tradition.  

 

Singing the Mass  

 

What are some of the advantages to the Sung or High 

Mass? For one thing, since this form of the Mass has a 

fuller ceremonial, with more roles and more music, it per-

mits a fuller participation of all the people— celebrants, 

assisting ministers, choir or schola, and congregation 

alike. Famously, the Second Vatican Council promoted 

“active participation,” but we shall see that the Council 

had in view several lofty aims, many cuts above the low 

aims and aimlessness of today’s parochial mediocrity.  

 

Mother Church earnestly desires that all the faithful 

should be led to that full, conscious, and active participa-

tion in liturgical celebrations which is demanded by the 

very nature of the liturgy. Such participation by the Chris-

tian people as “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a redeemed people (1 Pet. 2:9; cf. 2:4-5), is their 

right and duty by reason of their baptism.  

 

Song 
(Continued from previous page) 

And the Constitution does not hesitate to draw this con-

clusion:  

 

The liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the 

Church is directed; at the same time it is the font from 

which all her power flows. … From the liturgy, therefore, 

and especially from the Eucharist, as from a font, grace 

is poured forth upon us; and [by it] the sanctification of 

men in Christ and the glorification of God, to which all 

other activities of the Church are directed as toward 

their end, is achieved in the most efficacious possible 

way. 

 

We need to read that description again and again, and 

ask ourselves if this is our own understanding of the im-

portance of the sacred liturgy in our lives as Catholics. I 

have often been surprised at how frequently even men 

and women of orthodox faith and irreproachable morals 

are unaware of the profound centrality, the all-

encompassing governing role, the Church’s liturgy should 

have in their own personal and family lives. They are liv-

ing under the influence of a Protestant, individualist men-

tality that has to be gently but firmly put aside, not just in 

one’s thoughts, but in the structuring of one’s daily life.  

 

The High or Solemn Mass and the Low Mass  

 

Having seen its centrality and ultimacy in the Christian 

life, we now need to ask ourselves how the liturgy is to be 

celebrated, and what our role in it should be.  

 

Ancient Hebrew worship involved both singing and speak-

ing; so did early Christian worship. By the time of the Mid-

dle Ages, the custom of the private “Low Mass” (called 

low because it was merely recited) had developed, in or-

der to favor the celebration of a daily Mass by each and 

every priest, particularly ordained monks in monasteries. 

The main Mass of the day, however, was always sung in 

full—a practice that remains alive to this day in traditional 

monasteries. The Catholic ideal of public worship, espe-

cially for Sundays and Solemnities, is the sung High 

Mass, the Missa sollemnis or Missa cantata. The Liturgi-

cal Movement, a revival in liturgical spirituality in the nine-

teenth and twentieth centuries, promoted the ideal of the 

solemn sung Mass, as do the magisterial and papal docu-

ments of the past one hundred years.  

 

So, then, not only should the singing of chant be frequent 

in our churches, but you, when you attend that High 

Mass, should be singing the chants that pertain to the 
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How will this right and duty be exercised? Among other 

things, the Second Vatican Council declares that “steps 

should be taken so that the faithful may … be able to say 

or to sing together in Latin those parts of the Ordinary of 

the Mass which pertain to them” (SC 54), and that “the 

Church acknowledges Gregorian chant as specially suit-

ed to the Roman liturgy; therefore, other things being 

equal [ceteris paribus], it should be given pride of place in 

liturgical services” (SC 116).[5]  

 

How often have you been to a Novus Ordo Mass that 

respected and implemented these clear words from Vati-

can II? Ironically, complete fidelity to Vatican II on this 

and so many other points will be found today only in the 

chapels, parishes, and schools where the traditional Latin 

Mass is being celebrated! Wherever the teaching of the 

Council is being followed, we will find a common practice 

of singing the Ordinary of the Mass, that is, the prayers 

that don’t change from day to day—the fixed prayers of 

the Kyrie, Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, Agnus Dei; the re-

sponses like “Et cum spiritu tuo,” “Amen,” “Deo gratias,” 

and “Sed libera nos a malo.” These prayers that every-

one sings together are some of the most important in the 

entire liturgy. And we sing them in Latin (or, for the Kyrie, 

in Greek). We are fulfilling the Council’s request. In such 

communities, one also finds the regular chanting of the 

Propers, the most beautiful melodies ever composed in 

human history.  

 

The same Council said: “the use of the Latin language is 

to be preserved in the Latin rites” (SC 36.1). Latin’s pre-

rogatives were enunciated more than once at this Coun-

cil, whose speeches and liturgies were conducted almost 

entirely in Latin. (One more reason not to convene Vati-

can III until the Church on earth can get its act together.)  

 

In short, Vatican II is telling us that if the Mass is to be 

chanted, then everyone should participate in singing the 

Ordinary of the Mass—not exclusively a trained choir. 

Now, skeptics among my readers might well be wonder-

ing if Vatican II’s directive can be trusted; after all, a lot of 

wonky things are said to have come out of that Council. 

Couldn’t this be just one more loony idea? The answer is 

as forceful as it is simple: in this matter, Vatican II was 

merely repeating what Saint Pius X, Pius XI, and Venera-

ble Pius XII had already been teaching throughout the 

twentieth century. And these Popes said it far more 

strongly than the Council did. But I will leave that for the 

next article.  

 

Peter Kwasniewski  

 

Dr. Peter Kwasniewski is a found-
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(Part I Link, Part II Link, Part III Link) 

Song 
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From the Chapters 

Holy Rosary, Portland 
 
The Dominican Laity of Holy Rosary Chapter in Port-
land Oregon are hosting a Dominican retreat on 
March 18-20, 2016 at Our Lady of Peace Retreat 
House in Beaverton OR. 
 

Fr. Vincent Kelber, O.P. will be our retreat master for 
this silent retreat which ends on Palm Sunday. His 
theme for the retreat will be "The Passion from the 
Perspective of the Dominican Saints". This is an ex-
cellent opportunity for our Dominican Family to pre-
pare for Holy Week. 
 

The cost of the retreat for an entire weekend will 
come to 175.00 ($25.00 registration fee + 150.00 
retreat fee) this includes 6 meals and overnight stay 
on Fri & Saturday. 
 

The cost of a partial day retreat is: (does not include 
overnight accommodations but does include meal(s) 
 

$25.00 - Friday only - 1 meal @ 6:00 pm 
 

$50.00 - Saturday only - 3 meals @ 8:30, Noon, & 
6:00 pm 
 

$25.00 - Sunday - Continental breakfast from 7:00 
am - 8:00 am & brunch @ 11:00 am 

 

Those staying overnight need to bring their own tow-
el & wash cloth & toiletries.  The maximum capacity 
of the retreat house is 45 people so pre-registration 
is essential if you plan to attend. 
 

Please complete the attached registration form and 
return it with your check in the amount of $25.00 to 
pre-register or $175.00 to pay in full. 
 

Checks should be made payable to "Dominican Lai-
ty, Holy Rosary Chapter" and mailed to: 
 

The Rosary Center 
Attention Cecelia Hoesly, OPL 
PO Box 3617 
Portland OR 97208-3617 
 
 
 

St. Dominic, San Diego 
 
The chapter was blessed to host our novices from 
San Francisco. We broke bread in sharing a meal 
and then Ms. Kathy Stone shared with us a study 
about Fra Angelico.  
 

Pictured below:  Brother Joseph Marie, Brother 
Columban, Brother Patrick, Brother Scott, Brother 
Damien Derrick, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Vincent Serpa, Na-
than Le, Larry and Carrie Loza, Therese More, Doug 
Metz, Kathy Stone, Celina Skoby, Mike Chadwick 
and Lissa Hutcheson. 
 

May God bless you and keep you this day and every 
day, 
Lissa Hutcheson, OPL 
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St Mary Magdalene, Tempe 
 
We are blessed to have an Inquirer, Hank, who is 
very intent on exploring the Pillars of a Dominican 
vocation. 
 
Our formation study of Olivier Clement's The Roots 
of Christian Mysticism has provided insight into 
God's relationship with us by studying the early 
church mystics. It is helping us to begin to under-
stand our own mysticism. 
 
SMMC's spring retreat is in April.  Fr. Nathan Castle, 
former Director of the ASU Newman Center, will be 
our retreat leader focusing on the Year of Mercy and 
our Dominican Jubilee year.  This is always a won-
derful community building gathering. 
 
Mary Hutchinson, OP 
 
 

St. Monica, Benicia   
 Two Deaths in Benicia 

 
On January 11, 2016 St. Monica Chapter lost one of 
its founding members, Richard “Dick” Miller.  Dick 
was born on July 11, 1933 in San Diego, California.  
Professionally he was a structural engineer, and he 
and his wife Liz moved to Benicia more than 20    
years ago.  Dick served as one of our early For-
mation Directors and was loved and respected for 
his gentle manner, his intelligence and his gift for 
friendship.  Aside from his contributions to the Do-
minican Laity, this solid gentleman with a positive 
presence contributed to the community in many 
ways. For example, he delivered food boxes to the 
needy for the St. Vincent de Paul Society and made 
regular visits to a care home for the elderly, bringing 
companionship and the Eucharist.  He is survived by 
his wife, three children and three grandchildren.   
 
St. Monica Chapter has its home base at St. 
Dominic’s Church in Benicia.  Our chapter members, 
the entire parish and many in the Western Province 
are mourning the loss of our beloved Fr. Victor 
Cavalli, O.P.  “Fr. Vic,” as he was affectionately 
known, was born in Switzerland on September 23, 
1921.  He came to California as an infant and was 
orphaned as a young child.  The Dominican Sisters 
of Mission San Jose cared for him at their Alber-
tinum School in Ukiah, and he later attended St. 

Mary’s High School in Berkeley and St. Mary’s Col-
lege in Moraga.  The young Vic Cavalli entered the 
Dominican Order in 1942 and was ordained a priest 
in June, 1948.   Of course, he had many assign-
ments in the Province, including Teacher, Principal, 
Superior, Parochial Vicar and Pastor.  During the 
1990’s he served twice at St. Dominic’s in Benicia, 
and, in his retirement, he was in residence from 
1999-2016.  His obituary states:  “As pastor he was 
known as a compassionate consoler of the afflicted.  
Parishioners and friars, including many fellow 
priests, looked up to him and sought him out for his 
wise, no-nonsense counsel.”  Our chapter members 
feel very fortunate to be able to attest to the truth of 
that statement.   
 
Fr, Vic had not been in good health for some time; 
nevertheless, he remained a visible and active min-
ister until the last weeks of his life.  His wish was to 
die peacefully at home.  This was made possible by 
the loving commitment and care of the Dominican 
Friars in Benicia with some help from parishioners, 
including two of our Chapter’s medical professionals.   
 
Fr. Vic died on February 5, 2016.  His Prayer Vigil, 
on the evening of February 11 at St. Dominic’s in 
Benicia, was beautiful and moving.   It was attended 
by a great many Dominican Priests and Brothers, 
including student Brothers, as well as lay people.  
Fr. Reginald Martin, O.P. delivered a wonderful eulo-
gy which captured the spirit of Father Vic with seri-
ousness and humor.  The Mass of Christian Burial 
was on the morning of February 12 at St. Dominic’s 
in Benicia, as well.  At Fr. Vic’s request, Fr. Michael 
Hurley, O.P. delivered the eulogy which was enjoyed 
by a full church at this reverent and prayerful Mass.  
 
John Lydon, OPL 

Chapters 
(Continued from previous page) 
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"The Passion from the Perspective of the Dominican Saints" 
Weekend Retreat March 18 - 20, 2016 

Fr. Vincent Kelber, O.P. - Retreat Master 
 
 
Location:  Our Lady of Peace Retreat House 
  3600 SW 170th Ave 
  Beaverton OR 97003 
  503-649-7127 
 
Check In: Friday March 18, 2016 - 4:00 pm 
Please indicate the number of participants and the amount of your payment and any special dietary needs or 
room accommodations that you may require. (Refrigeration is available for retreatants with special dietary 
needs who wish to supplement the standard meals served by the sisters. A microwave oven is also available 
for use.) 
 
Cost of Full Weekend is $175.00. (Those staying overnight need to bring their own towel & wash cloth & toi-
letries.) 
 
 Registration fee = $25.00 each 
 Balance of Retreat fee = $150.00 each 
 
 Name(s) of participants: __________________________________________________________ 
 Amount enclosed:     ________________ 
 
Cost for Day Retreat: (Does not include overnight accommodations or registration fee but does include  
meal(s).) 
 $25.00 - Friday only - 1 meal @ 6:00 pm 
 $50.00 - Saturday only - 3 meals @ 8:30, Noon, & 6:00 pm  
 $25.00 - Sunday - Continental breakfast from 7 am - 8 am & brunch @ 11:00 am 
 
 Name(s) of partial day retreatants: _______________________________________________ 
 
 Indicate the day(s) you will be attending: 
 
  Friday:     _________ 
  Saturday: _________ 
  Sunday:   _________ 
 
The maximum capacity of the retreat house is 45 people so pre-registration is essential if you plan to attend. 
(first come - first served) 
 
Please complete this registration form and return it with your check in the amount of $25.00 to pre-register or 
$175.00 to pay in full. 
 
Checks should be made payable to "Dominican Laity, Holy Rosary Chapter" and mailed to: 
 
The Rosary Center 
Attention Cecelia Hoesly, OPL 
PO Box 3617 
Portland OR 97208-3617 
 
Please include in the memo that the check is for the Dominican Retreat. 
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Contact Truth Be Told 
mark.gross.op@gmail.com 

1605 N Eagle Creek Way 
Eagle, ID 83616 

 
  Please notify by email if you would like to  
 be added to the regular emailing list. 

  There is no subscription fee.   
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month). 
 
Editor – Mark Gross 
 

Submissions to the Editor 
 
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church.   

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.      -St. Maximus the Confessor 

Mary, our mother 

And mother of the Redeemer, 

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea, 

Come to the aid of your people, 

Who have sinned, 

Yet also yearn to rise again! 

Come to the Church’s aid, 

Enlighten your devoted children, 

Strengthen the faithful throughout the world, 

Let those who have drifted  

Hear your call, 

And may they who live as prisoners of evil 

Be converted! 
Pope John Paul II 

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls. 

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort 

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.” 
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