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Meditation on Christ  
through the Seasons 

A Study of Christology according to 
St.Thomas Aquinas 

with 
Fr Francis Le Quang Hung, OP 

Whether it was fitting for Christ to have  
ascended into heaven? 

 
The admirable ascension of Christ is record-
ed in Sacred Scripture; namely, Acts 1:9-12 
and Mark 16:15-20. In his farewell speech to 
his disciples, Jesus gave them a hint about 
his pending ascension, “If you loved me, you 
would rejoice that I am going to the Fa-
ther” (Jn. 14:28). 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas says that the ascension 
of Christ into heaven was very fitting for 
Christ and us. 
 
In speaking about Christ in this matter, the 
Angelic Doctor writes: A place ought to be in 
keeping with what is contained therein. Now 
with his resurrection Christ began an immor-
tal and incorruptible life. Whereas our earthly 
dwelling-place is one of generation and cor-
ruption, the heavenly place is one of being 
exempt from incorruption. Therefore, it was 
not fitting that the risen Christ should remain 
on earth after his resurrection, but that He 
should ascend into heaven. 
 
As for us still living on earth, St. Thomas 
points out three benefits that are brought by 
Christ’s glorious ascension into heaven: 
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Only one sin is nowadays severely punished: the attentive ob-
servance of the traditions of our Fathers. For that reason the 
good ones are thrown out of their places and brought to the de-
sert. 

- Saint Basil the Great 
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a) Christ’s ascension increases our faith which by 
definition pertains to the invisible things. Jesus re-
minds us through what he said to the Apostle 
Thomas, “Have you come to believe me because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and have believed” (Jn. 20:29). 
 
b) His ascension raises our hope to heavenly 
things, to the homeland of our souls. Christ says to 
us through the apostles, “In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling places … I am going to 
prepare a place for you … I will come back again 
and take you to myself, so that where I am you 

also may be” (Jn. 14:2-3). Hence, St. Paul preach-
es, “If then you were raise with Christ, seek what is 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of 
God. Think of what is above, not of what is on 
earth” (Col. 3:1-2). 
 
c) Christ’s glorious ascension directs and enriches 
our love with the fire of the Holy Spirit. The third 
person of the Trinity whom Christ has sent to us 
after his resurrection: “It is better for you that I go. 
But if I do not go, the Advocate will not come to 
you. But if I go, I will send him to you”. (Jn. 16:7). 

 
(Ref. Summa Theologica, Part III, Q.57, Art.1) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
During this month of May, many of us honor our 
Blessed Mother by reciting Her Litany. Some of Her 
many well deserved and fitting titles are; Mother of 
God, Singular Vessel of Devotion, Vessel of Honor, 
Mother Undefiled, Tower of David.  But there is one 
title that is deeply rooted in Scripture, providing us 
with a clear reason for our devotion -“Ark of the New 
Covenant”. 
 
To really appreciate this title we must first look at 
The Ark of the Old Covenant. It’s clearly a foreshad-
owing or “mirror image” of the Ark of the New Cove-
nant. In film, there’s a term called the “mid-point mir-
ror”.  It refers to a scene at the mid-point in a movie 
that mirrors the ending.  For example, if the hero 
wins at the end, then the mid-point scene will also 
be victorious.  But the victory at the end always far 
exceeds the victory at the mid-point.  The mid-point 
serves as an indicator. It points to the end.  In this 
case, the mirror image scene is the Ark of the Old 
Covenant.  Here are a few examples: 
 
In the Old Testament, God’s presence was seen as 
a cloud. It would dwell above or “overshadow” the 
Ark (Exodus 40: 34-35), a “mirror” image of the New 
Testament when Our Lady is told that the power of 
the Most High will “overshadow” Her (Luke 1:35).  
Another image is seen between the Book of Samuel 

and the Gospel of Luke.  In Samuel, David feared 
the Lord and said; “How shall the Ark of the Lord 
come to me?” (2 Samuel 6:9).  Luke recounts Eliza-
beth’s words when Our Lady arrived; “How is this, 
that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me?” (Luke 1:43). In that passage the “Ark” is a 
clear mirror image of the “Mother of my Lord”.  Later 
in that chapter of Samuel we read that the Ark 
stayed for three months in the house of Obededom 
before going to David, and the Lord blessed 
Obededom’s household. Again, later in that chapter 
of Luke we read that Our Lady stayed with Elizabeth 
for three months before returning to her own house, 
and the Lord blessed Elizabeth’s entire household. 
Continuing on in those same chapters, we see how 
David “leapt and danced” before the Ark when it ar-
rived; “And when the Ark of the Lord was come into 
the city of David… King David leapt and danced be-
fore the Lord “ (2 Samuel  6-16).  Similarly, in Luke 
we read that the infant in Elizabeth’s womb “leapt” 
when she heard Mary’s greeting; “And it came to 
pass, that when Elizabeth heard the salutation of 
Mary, the infant leaped in her womb…” (Luke 1:41). 
All these “mid-point mirror images” in the Old Testa-
ment are pointing to the greater blessing in the gift of 
Our Lady. In every great film, the mid-point and the 
ending are synthesized in the last act. In the same 
way, the Book of Revelation ties the Ark of the Old 
Covenant with the Ark of the New Covenant together 
by placing the vision of the Ark with the vision of Our 

Christ Through the Seasons 
(Continued from previous page) 

Praised be Jesus 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

The 2016 LPC Meeting  will be 
August 5-7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God bless you! 
Denise Harvey 

 

Lady together in God’s temple; “And the temple of 
God was opened in heaven; and the ark of His cove-
nant was seen in the temple.  There were flashes of 
lightning, rumblings, and peals of thunder, an earth-
quake and a violent hailstorm. A great sign ap-
peared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet and on her head a 
crown of twelve stars” (Revelation 11-12: 19:1). 
 
The items contained in the Ark are also mirror imag-
es. Moses placed the manna from heaven in the 
Ark; Mary carried Jesus the Bread from heaven – 
the Eucharist. Moses also placed the rod of Aaron in 
the Ark, a symbol of the true High Priest; Mary car-
ried the eternal High Priest. The Ark was made of 
pure gold with no stain of alloy; Mary had no stain of 
original sin. The Ark of the Old Covenant was never 
touched by human contact; Our Lady is undefiled.  
(Moreover, God struck Uzzah dead on the spot for 
reaching to touch the Ark; 2 Samuel 6: 7-8. The fact 
that St. Joseph was alive at least until Jesus was 
twelve is another indicator to Our Lady’s eternal vir-
ginity).  
 

All the passages of the Old Testament are clearly 
victorious since it shows God’s care for us and His 
direct participation in our lives. In the vessel of the 
Old Ark we’re given His words - written by His hand - 
as a law to live by which brings peace and happi-
ness on earth.  But in the New Ark we see victory 
not only fulfilled, but exceedingly greater than the 
mirror image. In Our Mother, the sacred Vessel of 
Honor, we’ve been given Jesus.  And with Him a 
new commandment, and a new hope to live by, 
which brings the promise and joy of heaven. 
 
God bless you, 
 
Denise Harvey 
 
President, Lay Provincial Council  
Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus  
 
 
 
 

Litany of the Blesses Virgin Mary 
 
 
This litany to the Blessed Virgin Mary was com-
posed during the Middle Ages. The place of honor it 
now holds in the life of the Church is due to its faith-
ful use at the shrine of the Holy House at Loreto. It 
was definitely approved by Sixtus V in 1587, and all 
other Marian litanies were suppressed, at least for 
public use. Its titles and invocations set before us 
Mary's exalted privileges, her holiness of life, her 
amiability and power, her motherly spirit and queenly 
majesty.  
 
The principle that has been followed in their interpre-
tation is the one enunciated by the same Pius IX: 
"God enriched her so wonderfully from the treasury 
of His divinity, far beyond all angels and saints with 
the abundance of all heavenly gifts, that she . . 
.should show forth such fullness of innocence and 
holiness, than which a greater under God is unthink-
able and which, beside God, no one can even con-
ceive in thought." 
 
Hence, whatever virtue and holiness is found in an-
gels and saints must be present in Mary in an im-
measurably higher degree.  
 

(Continued on next page 

Praised be Jesus 
(Continued from previous page) 
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From Christmas to the Purification: 
 
Let us pray - O God, by the fruitful virginity of Blessed 
Mary, you bestowed upon the human race  the rewards of 
eternal salvation;  grant, we beg you, 
that we may feel the power of her intercession, through 
whom we have been made worthy  to receive the Author 
of life, our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you forever and ever. Amen. 
 
During Paschal time: 
 
Let us pray -  O God, who by the Resurrection of your 
Son,  our Lord Jesus Christ, granted joy to the whole 
world, grant, we beg you, that through the intercession of 
the Virgin Mary, his Mother, we may attain the joys of 
eternal life. Through the same Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

General:  
 
Let us pray -  Grant, we beseech Thee, O Lord God, that 
we Thy servants may enjoy perpetual health of mind and 
body, and by the glorious intercession of the Blessed 
Mary, ever Virgin, be delivered from present sorrow and 
enjoy everlasting happiness. Through Christ Our Lord. 
Amen  
 
During Advent: 
 
Let us pray - O God, you willed that, at the message of an 
angel, your word should take flesh  in the womb of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary; grant to your suppliant people, that 
we, who believe her to be truly the Mother of God, may be 
helped by her intercession with you. Through the same 
Christ our Lord. . Amen. 
 

Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Lord, have mercy on us.  
Lord, have mercy on us.  
 
Christ, hear us.  
God the Father of Heaven,  
God the Son, Redeemer of  
   the world,  
God the Holy Spirit,  
Holy Trinity, One God,  
 
Holy Mary, 
Holy Mother of God,  
Holy Virgin of virgins, . 
Mother of Christ, . 
Mother of divine grace,  
Mother most pure,  
Mother most chaste,  
Mother inviolate,  
Mother undefiled,  
Mother most amiable,  
Mother most admirable,  
Mother of good counsel,  
Mother of our Creator,  
Mother of our Savior,  
Mother of the Church,  
Virgin most prudent,  
Virgin most venerable,  
Virgin most renowned, 
Virgin most powerful,  
Virgin most merciful, 
Virgin most faithful, 
Mirror of justice,  
Seat of wisdom,  
Cause of our joy,  
Spiritual vessel,  
Vessel of honor,  
Singular vessel of devotion,  

Christ, have mercy on us. 
Christ, have mercy on us. 
 
Christ, graciously hear us. 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Have mercy on us. 
Have mercy on us. 
Have mercy on us. 
 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 

Mystical rose,  
Tower of David,  
Tower of ivory,  
House of gold,  
Ark of the covenant,  
Gate of Heaven,  
Morning star,  
Health of the sick,  
Refuge of sinners,  
Comforter of the afflicted,  
Help of Christians,  
Queen of angels,  
Queen of patriarchs,  
Queen of prophets,  
Queen of apostles,  
Queen of martyrs,  
Queen of confessors,  
Queen of virgins,  
Queen of all saints,  
Queen conceived without  
    Original Sin,  
Queen assumed into Heaven, 
Queen of the holy Rosary,  
Queen of families,  
Queen of peace,  
 
Lamb of God, Who takest           
   away the sins of the world,  
Lamb of God, Who takest   
   away the sins of the world,  
Lamb of God, Who takest  
   away the sins of the world,  
 
Pray fo us, O holy Mother  
   of God, 

pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
 
pray for us. 
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 
 
 
Spare us, O Lord. 
 
Graciously spare us,  
  O Lord. 
Have mercy on us. 
 
That we may be made  
  Worthy of the promises  
  of Christ. 
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The Corporal Works of Mercy 
 
Feed the hungry 
Give drink to the thirsty 
Clothe the naked 
Shelter the homeless 
Visit the sick 
Visit the imprisoned 
Bury the dead 

Somewhere and quite some time ago I read some-
thing… How often do we circle back on knowledge 
with a thought like that? It was something from St 
Thomas in the Summa (perhaps someone with a 
better memory than me can remind me where) that 
said, loosely paraphrased (and perhaps even more 
loosely understood), that if your idea/concept/
knowledge of God is in error, it is not God you are 
praying to.  On the surface it seemed reasonable 
enough, but it always left me with some doubt and 
uncertainty as to the actual destination of my pray-
ers; for who has known the mind of God? 
 
And perhaps it  was this thought that has remained 
in the back of my mind for more than a few years 
that finally was answered in a unique way at Mass 
recently. Jesus said that His followers would worship 
in spirit and truth; And in Mass, our worship is not 
addressed to an idea, a concept, or even our 
knowledge, but to a person.  I can understand this in 
the same way that I can know much that is right and 
wrong about someone, but when I address the per-
son directly, there is no ambiguity as to whom I am 
addressing. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, son of the living God,  
have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Mark Gross, 
Editor 

The Works of Mercy 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy 
 

Counsel the doubtful 
Instruct the ignorant 
Admonish sinners 
Comfort the afflicted 
Forgive offenses 
Bear wrongs patiently 
Pray for the living and the dead 

From the Editor 
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It has been customary for the Church to invoke the 
Blessed Virgin Mary under titles such as Mediatrix, 
thereby indicating the continuing saving role of her 
maternity in the order of grace, for “by her many acts 
of intercession she continues to gain for us gifts of 
eternal salvation.” (Lumen gentium, 62). 
 
Blessed Humbert of Romans, the fifth Master Gen-
eral of the Order of Preachers from 1254 to 1263, 
declares that “the Blessed Virgin was of great help in 
beginning of the Order ... and it is to be hoped that 
she will bring it to a good end.” (Opera II, 70-71). 
From its foundation the Order has not hesitated to 
acknowledge the Patronage of the Blessed Virgin, to 
continuously experience it and to commend it to the 
hearts of the brothers and sisters, so that encour-
aged by this maternal help they might adhere more 
closely to their Mediator and Redeemer as they la-
bor to carry out their mission of salvation in the 
world. (See Lumen gentium, 62). 
 
Until the recent restoration of the liturgical calendar, 
the Order celebrated the Patronage of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on December 22, the anniversary of the 
approval of the Order by Pope Honorius III 
(December 22, 1216). Keeping in mind the special 

character of the weekdays of Advent which take 
precedence over all other memorials, it is suggested 
that the commemoration of this Patronage be cele-
brated on May 8 - during the month which is special-
ly dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and on the 
day when she is honored under similar titles in other 
proper liturgical calendars. 
 
“The Blessed Virgin is a special patroness of our 
Order.” 
 
From the events surrounding the beginning of our 
Order many reasons can be adduced why the 
Blessed Virgin Mary herself may be considered the 
special patroness of our Order. From what I have 
heard with my own ears and from the many ac-
counts in the Lives of the Brethren, it seems that she 
is our special Mother, bringing forth, advancing and 
defending the Order whose purpose is to praise, to 
bless, and to preach her Son. 
 
As we read in the Nova legenda, in his prayers 
Blessed Dominic commended the Order to her as to 
a special patroness. So it is that each day we com-
mend ourselves to her as to a Mother by our proces-
sion, as we commend ourselves to Dominic by our 
commemoration. 
 
There are many reasons for commending her pat-
ronage. 
 
The support of those who have power in a court is 
more helpful. She is such a person, for certainly she 
possesses such power since she is Queen of Heav-
en. Thus regarding her person it is said: In Jerusa-
lem is my power. Likewise, the more familiar one is 
with the Lord from whom we seek a favor, it is better 
in that patronage. What greater familiarity can there 
be than that of a mother with her son? How close, 
indeed, how intimate! So it is said: The queen 
stands on your right, that is, as one similar with you 
beyond all others in the court. 
 
Again, the more one is feared by adversaries, the 
better is that patronage. To the enemy she is as awe
-inspiring as bannered troops. Therefore, it is greatly 
to be hoped that her patronage may be easily availa-
ble to us. 

(Continued on next page) 

Patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary Over the  
Entire Order of Preachers 

Anniversary: May 8 
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Patronage 
(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 

 
The Blessed Virgin is not unsympathetic or unyield-
ing to those who approach her, but rather shows 
herself to be most attractive, full of kindness and 
grace, full of gentleness and mercy. Thus it is said: 
You are lovely. Likewise, more is expected from the 
assistance of one who is more indebted to the per-
son in need. She is greatly indebted to sinners, for it 
is on account of their fall that she has her preemi-
nence. And she is called shoot sprung from the 
stump of Jesse, which means “fire”. For because of 
the fire of the great love which God had for the 
world, God came to her. And so the world itself was 
the cause of this. 
 
She was given as a protector for the poor, as their 
advocate, just as by God’s design Esther became 
queen and the advocate of the Jewish people. So 
we should come with confidence to the Blessed Vir-
gin since her duty is to care for our concerns. Like-
wise, more is expected from the intervention of one 
whose loving assistance has been proven in so 
many instances. That she is such a person is attest-
ed by countless examples. Who has run to her and 
not found help? Her compassionate love and the 
results of her assistance, shows that she comes to 
the aid of all. Thus it is said: She is like the olive in a 
field, rather than those in a garden, for all can share 
in her fruit. She assists everyone, for in her abound-
ing love she has pity on the needs of all. She inter-
venes everywhere. She intervenes always. So it is 
said: Through all ages I shall not cease to be, that is, 
to come to the aid of all. 
 
Thus, it is clear how much we can hope for from her 
assistance, if she is called upon in faith, for she is 
lovely and supports those who approach her. For 
this reason Paul says: Let us approach confidently 
the throne of grace, for she is the throne of God’s 
grace, since from her came countless graces to the 
human race. Just as she is called throne of judg-
ment, that is, where judgment originates, so she is 
rightly called throne of grace, that is, where grace 
originates. Because her patronage is so powerful, 
because it is so easily attained, her patronage is to 
be preferred to that of all others. For this reason 
each day we have a procession in her honor, so as 
to always have her as patroness in heaven. 
 
(From the Commentary on the Constitutions of the 
Order of Preachers of Blessed Humbert of Romans). 

 
Patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

over the entire Order of Preachers 
Anniversary: May 8 

 
“The Blessed Virgin appeared to Saint Dominic while 
he was praying and told him that she watched over 
the Order.” 
 
One night after prolonging his prayers until midnight, 
Blessed Dominic left the church, entered the dormi-
tory, and took a place at one end of the dormitory, 
where he continued to pray. 
 
As he stood praying, he glanced at the other end of 
the dormitory and saw there beautiful women enter. 
He noticed that one in the middle was a venerable 
lady of greater beauty and dignity that the other two. 
One of the two was carrying a beautiful, shining ves-
sel and the other an aspersorium which she handed 
to the lady in the center. This lady sprinkled the 
brethren and blessed them. She said to Blessed 
Dominic: “I am the one you call upon each evening. 
When you say, ‘Turn then most gracious advocate,’ I 
prostrate myself before my Son and ask him to pre-
serve the Order.’” 
 
After this she continued to sprinkle and bless all the 
others one by one and then disappeared. When she 
was gone Blessed Dominic returned to pray in the 
place he had stood before. Suddenly he was caught 
up in spirit before God and saw the Lord and the 
Blessed Virgin sitting at his right. It seemed to 
Blessed Dominic that our Lady was wearing a cloak 
the color of sapphire. 
 
As Blessed Dominic looked around, he could see 
religious of all the orders but his own before the 
throne of God. He began to weep bitterly and stood 
apart, not daring to approach the Lord and his Moth-
er. Then Our Lady motioned for him to come near. 
But he could not dare, until the Lord himself also 
called him. 
 
Blessed Dominic cast himself down before them 
weeping bitterly. The Lord told him to rise, and when 
he did, asked him, “Why are you weeping so?” “I am 
weeping because I see all the other orders here but 
no sign of my own.” The Lord said to him, ”Do you 
want to see your Order?” and he answered, “Yes, 
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Patronage 
(Continued from previous page) 

Lord.” Then the Blessed Virgin opened the cloak she 
was wearing and spread it out before Blessed Domi-
nic, to whom it seemed vast enough to cover the 
entire heaven, and under it he saw a large multitude 
of the brethren. 
 
Then prostrating himself, Blessed Dominic gave 
thanks to God and to Blessed Mary his Mother. After 
that the vision disappeared and he came to himself 
just as the bell rang for Matins. When Matins were 
over, he called the brethren to chapter and gave 
them a long a beautiful talk, exhorting them to love 
and pay reverence to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Among other things he related this vision to them. 
 
(From The Miracles of Saint Dominic narrated by 
Sister Cecilia) 
 

Blessed Virgin Mary’s Quotes 
 
“How can this be, since I have no relations with a 
man?” (Lk. 1:34) 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be 
done to me according to your word.” (Lk. 1:38) 
 
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
my spirit rejoices in God my savior. 
For he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness; 
behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed. 
The Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 
His mercy is from age to age 
to those who fear him. 
He has shown might with his arm, 
dispersed the arrogant of mind and heart. 
He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones 
but lifted up the lowly. 
The hungry he has filled with good things; 
the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has helped Israel his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 
according to his promise to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  
(Lk. 1:46-55) 
 
“Son, why have you done this to us? Your father  
and I have been looking for you with great  
anxiety.” (Lk. 2:48) 
 
 
 

“They have no wine.” (Jn. 2:3) 
 
“Do whatever he tells you.” (Jn. 2:5) 
 

Prayers 
 
Faithful and merciful God, you entrusted the Order 
of Preachers to the special protection of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. In our present life she is our life, our 
sweetness and our hope; may she graciously show 
us Jesus, your Son, in the life to come. He who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Faithful God, our father Dominic founded the Order 
of Preachers under the special patronage of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. May her prayers continue to 
support us that we may rejoice in the glory you 
promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
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This memorial celebrates the first translation of the re-
mains of Saint Dominic, who had been buried in the 
church of Saint Nicholas of the Vineyards at Bologna. 
Many people were healed at his tomb, yet his brethren 
were reluctant to acknowledge these miracles. Finally at 
the urging of Pope Gregory IX, Dominic’s remains were 
moved to a marble sepulcher. This translation took place 
on Pentecost Tuesday, May 24, 1233, and marked the 
beginning of the canonization process; upon its comple-
tion Gregory IX canonized Dominic on July 3, 1234. In 
1267 Dominic’s remains were moved to his present tomb. 
 
“The translation of our Holy Father Dominic, May 24, 
1233.” 
 
[To all the brothers of the Order of Preachers whom he 
loves in the beloved Son of God, Brother Jordan, humble 
Master and Servant of the same Order, wishes health and 
eternal joy.] 
 
In its unsearchable wisdom the divine goodness is often 
accustomed to delay the manifestation of virtue, not that it 
might slip into oblivion, but rather that after having been 
hidden, it may be revealed more abundantly at an oppor-
tune moment. Whether God wished to so provide greater 
benefits for the Church or whether for some other reason, 
certain brothers whose simplicity outweighed their pru-
dence decided that it would be quite sufficient if the glory 
of Saint Dominic, the servant of the Most High and the 
founder to the Order of Preachers, were known to God 
alone. They decided it was not worth the effort to bring 
that glory to the attention of others. 
 
However, some thought otherwise, but offered no opposi-
tion since they were fainthearted. So it was that for nearly 
twelve years the glory of our blessed Father Dominic re-
mained hidden, with little regard for his holiness. The 
treasure was hidden and of no use to anyone. Dominic’s 
virtue had been demonstrated many times, but it had 
been covered over by the negligence of his sons. 
 
But then the wonderful day dawned to celebrate the trans-
fer of the remains of this illustrious doctor. The venerable 
archbishop of Ravenna and a large number of bishops 
and prelates were present, as well as a vast multitude of 
people from different regions who were giving remarkable 
witness by their devotion. Present also was the militia of 
Bologna, who would not allow this most holy body to be 
removed from their care. The anxious brothers stood 
about; the timid grew pale and prayed and, although they 
had nothing to fear, they were seized with misgivings. 
They feared that the body of Saint Dominic, which had 
lain in a mean tomb exposed to the elements, would be 
found eaten by worms and giving off a foul odor, a cir-

cumstance that would diminish the devotion of such im-
portant persons. The bishops approached devoutly, the 
workers applied their tools, and the stone that had been 
firmly cemented to the sepulcher was removed. Inside the 
tomb was the wooden coffin, just as it had been placed 
there by the venerable Pope Gregory when he was bish-
op of Ostia. A small opening was visible in the coffin. 
 
As soon as the stone was taken away a wonderful odor 
poured out from the opening and its fragrance caused 
astonishment among those present. They were amazed 
and overcome with wonder at this strange event. Every-
one shed tears and feelings of joy, of fear and of hope 
rose in all hearts. These extraordinary occurrences 
moved all who smelt the sweetness of this wonderful 
scent. We ourselves have also smelt the sweetness of 
this perfume and we bear witness to what we have seen 
and smelt. Although we eagerly remained for a long time 
near the body of Dominic, we were unable to sate our-
selves with such a great sweetness. If one’s hand, or a 
belt, or some object touched the body, the scent emanat-
ed from it for some time. 
 
The body was carried to the marble sepulcher where it 
was to rest and the perfume encompassed it. This mar-
velous aroma, which the holy body breathed forth, was 
evidence to everyone how much the saint had truly been 
the aroma of Christ. 
 
The archbishop celebrated the solemn Mass. It was Pen-
tecost Tuesday, and the choir intoned the introit of the 
day: “Receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks to God 
who has called you to the heavenly kingdom.” The breth-
ren joyfully regarded these words as a witness from heav-
en. The trumpets reverberated, the faithful lit countless 
candles, the procession went forward solemnly, and on all 
sides the acclamation sounded: “Blessed be Jesus 
Christ!” 
 
(From the letters of Blessed Jordan of Saxony, second 
Master General of the Order of Preachers) 
 

Translation of Our Holy Father Dominic 
Memorial: May 24 
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To all who read this letter - grace, mercy, and peace 
  
1. Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy. 
These words might well sum up the mystery of the 
Christian faith. Mercy has become living and visible 
in Jesus of Nazareth, reaching its culmination in 
him. The Father, “rich in mercy” (Eph 2:4), after hav-
ing revealed his name to Moses as “a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex 34:6), has never 
ceased to show, in various ways throughout history, 
his divine nature. In the “fullness of time” (Gal 4:4), 
when everything had been arranged according to 
his plan of salvation, he sent his only Son into the 
world, born of the Virgin Mary, to reveal his love for 
us in a definitive way. Whoever sees Jesus sees the 
Father (cf. Jn 14:9). Jesus of Nazareth, by his 
words, his actions, and his entire person[1] reveals 
the mercy of God.  
 
2. We need constantly to contemplate the mystery 
of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and 
peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word 
reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. 
Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God 
comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental law that 
dwells in the heart of every person who looks sin-
cerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on 
the path of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God 
and man, opening our hearts to the hope of being 
loved forever despite our sinfulness. 
 
3. At times we are called to gaze even more atten-
tively on mercy so that we may become a more ef-

fective sign of the Father’s action in our lives. For 
this reason I have proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubi-
lee of Mercy as a special time for the Church, a time 
when the witness of believers might grow stronger 
and more effective. 
 
The Holy Year will open on 8 December 2015, the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. This litur-
gical feast day recalls God’s action from the very 
beginning of the history of mankind. After the sin of 
Adam and Eve, God did not wish to leave humanity 
alone in the throes of evil. And so he turned his 
gaze to Mary, holy and immaculate in love (cf. Eph 
1:4), choosing her to be the Mother of man’s Re-
deemer. When faced with the gravity of sin, God 
responds with the fullness of mercy. Mercy will al-
ways be greater than any sin, and no one can place 
limits on the love of God who is ever ready to for-
give. I will have the joy of opening the Holy Door on 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. On 
that day, the Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy 
through which anyone who enters will experience 
the love of God who consoles, pardons, and instils 
hope.   
 
On the following Sunday, the Third Sunday of Ad-
vent, the Holy Door of the Cathedral of Rome – that 
is, the Basilica of Saint John Lateran – will be 
opened. In the following weeks, the Holy Doors of 
the other Papal Basilicas will be opened. On the 
same Sunday, I will announce that in every local 
church, at the cathedral  
– the mother church of the faithful in any particular 
area – or, alternatively, at the co-cathedral or anoth-
er church of special significance, a Door of Mercy 
will be opened for the duration of the Holy Year. At 
the discretion of the local ordinary, a similar door 
may be opened at any  
 shrine frequented by large groups of pilgrims, since 
visits to these holy sites are so often grace-filled 
moments, as people discover a path to conversion. 
Every Particular Church, therefore, will be directly 
involved in living out this Holy Year as an extraordi-
nary moment of grace and spiritual renewal. Thus 
the Jubilee will be celebrated both in Rome and in 
the Particular Churches as a visible sign of the 
Church’s universal communion.  
 

(Continued on next page) 

Misericordiae Vultus 
Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 

Francis, Bishop of Rome 
Servant of the Servants of God 



 

Truth Be Told 46                                             Page 11                                                  May-Jun 2016 

threshold of the Holy Door fully confident that the 
strength of the Risen Lord, who constantly supports 
us on our pilgrim way, will sustain us. May the Holy 
Spirit, who guides the steps of believers in cooperat-
ing with the work of salvation wrought by Christ, lead 
the way and support the People of God so that they 
may contemplate the face of mercy.[4] 
 
5. The Jubilee year will close with the liturgical So-
lemnity of Christ the King on 20 November 2016. On 
that day, as we seal the Holy Door, we shall be 
filled, above all, with a sense of gratitude and 
thanksgiving to the Most Holy Trinity for having 
granted us an extraordinary time of grace. We will 
entrust the life of the Church, all humanity, and the 
entire cosmos to the Lordship of Christ, asking him 
to pour out his mercy upon us like the morning dew, 
so that everyone may work together to build a bright-
er future. How much I desire that the year to come 
will be steeped in mercy, so that we can go out to 
every man and woman, bringing the goodness and 
tenderness of God! May the balm of mercy reach 
everyone, both believers and those far away, as a 
sign that the Kingdom of God is already present in 
our midst!  
 
6. “It is proper to God to exercise mercy, and he 
manifests his omnipotence particularly in this way”.
[5] Saint Thomas Aquinas’ words show that God’s 
mercy, rather than a sign of weakness, is the mark 
of his omnipotence. For this reason the liturgy, in 
one of its most ancient collects, has us pray: “O 
God, who reveal your power above all in your mercy 
and forgiveness …”[6] Throughout the history of hu-
manity, God will always be the One who is present, 
close, provident, holy, and merciful.  
 
“Patient and merciful.” These words often go togeth-
er in the Old Testament to describe God’s nature. 
His being merciful is concretely demonstrated in his 
many actions throughout the history of salvation 
where his goodness prevails over punishment and 
destruction.  In a special way the Psalms bring to the 
fore the grandeur of his merciful action: “He forgives 
all your iniquity, he heals all your diseases, he re-
deems your life from the pit, he crowns you with 
steadfast love and mercy” (Ps 103:3-4). Another 
psalm, in an even more explicit way, attests to the 
concrete signs of his mercy: “He executes justice for 
the oppressed; he gives food to the hungry. The 
Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the 

4. I have chosen the date of 8 December because of 
its rich meaning in the recent history of the Church. 
In fact, I will open the Holy Door on the fiftieth anni-
versary of the closing of the Second Vatican Ecu-
menical Council. The Church feels a great need to 
keep this event alive. With the Council, the Church 
entered a new phase of her history. The Council Fa-
thers strongly perceived, as a true breath of the Holy 
Spirit, a need to talk about God to men and women 
of their time in a more accessible way. The walls 
which for too long had made the Church a kind of 
fortress were torn down and the time had come to 
proclaim the Gospel in a new way. It was a new 
phase of the same evangelization that had existed 
from the beginning. It was a fresh undertaking for all 
Christians to bear witness to their faith with greater 
enthusiasm and conviction. The Church sensed a 
responsibility to be a living sign of the Father’s love 
in the world.  
 
We recall the poignant words of Saint John XXIII 
when, opening the Council, he indicated the path to 
follow: “Now the Bride of Christ wishes to use the 
medicine of mercy rather than taking up arms of se-
verity… The Catholic Church, as she holds high the 
torch of Catholic truth at this Ecumenical Council, 
wants to show herself a loving mother to all; patient, 
kind, moved by compassion and goodness toward 
her separated children”.[2] Blessed Paul VI spoke in 
a similar vein at the closing of the Council: “We pre-
fer to point out how charity has been the principal 
religious feature of this Council… the old story of the 
Good Samaritan has been the model of the spiritual-
ity of the Council… a wave of affection and admira-
tion flowed from the Council over the modern world 
of humanity. Errors were condemned, indeed, be-
cause charity demanded this no less than did truth, 
but for individuals themselves there was only ad-
monition, respect and love. Instead of depressing 
diagnoses, encouraging remedies; instead of direful 
predictions, messages of trust issued from the 
Council to the present-day world. The modern 
world’s values were not only respected but honored, 
its efforts approved, its aspirations purified and 
blessed… Another point we must stress is this: all 
this rich teaching is channeled in one direction, the 
service of mankind, of every condition, in every 
weakness and need”.[3] 
 
With these sentiments of gratitude for everything the 
Church has received, and with a sense of responsi-
bility for the task that lies ahead, we shall cross the 

Bull of Indiction 
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ty. The mission Jesus received from the Father was 
that of revealing the mystery of divine love in its full-
ness. “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8,16), John affirms for the 
first and only time in all of Holy Scripture. This love 
has now been made visible and tangible in Jesus’ 
entire life. His person is nothing but love, a love giv-
en gratuitously. The relationships he forms with the 
people who approach him manifest something en-
tirely unique and unrepeatable. The signs he works, 
especially in favor of sinners, the poor, the marginal-
ized, the sick, and the suffering, are all meant to 
teach mercy. Everything in him speaks of mercy. 
Nothing in him is devoid of compassion. 
 
Jesus, seeing the crowds of people who followed 
him, realized that they were tired and exhausted, 
lost and without a guide, and he felt deep compas-
sion for them (cf. Mt 9:36). On the basis of this com-
passionate love he healed the sick who were pre-
sented to him (cf. Mt 14:14), and with just a few 
loaves of bread and fish he satisfied the enormous 
crowd (cf. Mt 15:37). What moved Jesus in all of 
these situations was nothing other than mercy, with 
which he read the hearts of those he encountered 
and responded to their deepest need. When he 
came upon the widow of Nain taking her son out for 
burial, he felt great compassion for the immense suf-
fering of this grieving mother, and he gave back her 
son by raising him from the dead  (cf. Lk 7:15). After 
freeing the demoniac in the country of the Gerase-
nes, Jesus entrusted him with this mission: “Go 
home to your friends, and tell them how much the 
Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy 
on you” (Mk 5:19). The calling of Matthew is also 
presented within the context of mercy. Passing by 
the tax collector’s booth, Jesus looked intently at 
Matthew. It was a look full of mercy that forgave the 
sins of that man, a sinner and a tax collector, whom 
Jesus chose – against the hesitation of the disciples 
– to become one of the Twelve. Saint Bede the Ven-
erable, commenting on this Gospel passage, wrote 
that Jesus looked upon Matthew with merciful love 
and chose him: miserando atque eligendo.[7] This 
expression impressed me so much that I chose it for 
my episcopal motto.  
 
9. In the parables devoted to mercy, Jesus reveals 
the nature of God as that of a Father who never 
gives up until he has forgiven the wrong and over-
come rejection with compassion and mercy. We 
know these parables well, three in particular: the lost 

eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are 
bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord 
watches over the sojourners, he upholds the widow 
and the fatherless; but the way of the wicked he 
brings to ruin” (Ps 146:7-9). Here are some other 
expressions of the Psalmist: “He heals the broken-
hearted, and binds up their wounds… The Lord lifts 
up the downtrodden, he casts the wicked to the 
ground” (Ps 147:3, 6). In short, the mercy of God is 
not an abstract idea, but a concrete reality with 
which he reveals his love as of that of a father or a 
mother, moved to the very depths out of love for 
their child. It is hardly an exaggeration to say that 
this is a “visceral” love. It gushes forth from the 
depths naturally, full of tenderness and compassion, 
indulgence and mercy.  
 
7. “For his mercy endures forever.” This is the refrain 
that repeats after each verse in Psalm 136 as it nar-
rates the history of God’s revelation. By virtue of 
mercy, all the events of the Old Testament are re-
plete with profound salvific import. Mercy renders 
God’s history with Israel a history of salvation. To 
repeat continually “for his mercy endures forever,” 
as the psalm does, seems to break through the di-
mensions of space and time, inserting everything 
into the eternal mystery of love. It is as if to say that 
not only in history, but for all eternity man will always 
be under the merciful gaze of the Father. It is no ac-
cident that the people of Israel wanted to include this 
psalm – the “Great  Hallel,” as it is called – in its 
most important liturgical feast days.  
 
Before his Passion, Jesus prayed with this psalm of 
mercy. Matthew attests to this in his Gospel when he 
says that, “when they had sung a hymn” (26:30), 
Jesus and his disciples went out to the Mount of Ol-
ives. While he was instituting the Eucharist as an 
everlasting memorial of himself and his paschal sac-
rifice, he symbolically placed this supreme act of 
revelation in the light of his mercy. Within the very 
same context of mercy, Jesus entered upon his pas-
sion and death, conscious of the great mystery of 
love that he would consummate on the Cross. 
Knowing that Jesus himself prayed this psalm 
makes it even more important for us as Christians, 
challenging us to take up the refrain in our daily lives 
by praying these words of praise: “for his mercy en-
dures forever.”  
 
8. With our eyes fixed on Jesus and his merciful 
gaze, we experience the love of the Most Holy Trini-
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never be just an abstraction. By its very nature, it 
indicates something concrete: intentions, attitudes, 
and behaviors that are shown in daily living. The 
mercy of God is his loving concern for each one of 
us. He feels responsible; that is, he desires our well-
being and he wants to see us happy, full of joy, and 
peaceful. This is the path which the merciful love of 
Christians must also travel. As the Father loves, so 
do his children. Just as he is merciful, so we are 
called to be merciful to each other.  
 
10. Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. 
All of her pastoral activity should be caught up in the 
tenderness she makes present to believers; nothing 
in her preaching and in her witness to the world can 
be lacking in mercy. The Church’s very credibility is 
seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate 
love. The Church “has an endless desire to show 
mercy”.[8] Perhaps we have long since forgotten 
how to show and live the way of mercy. The tempta-
tion, on the one hand, to focus exclusively on justice 
made us forget that this is only the first, albeit neces-
sary and indispensable step. But the Church needs 
to go beyond and strive for a higher and more im-
portant goal. On the other hand, sad to say, we must 
admit that the practice of mercy is waning in the wid-
er culture. In some cases the word seems to have 
dropped out of use. However, without a witness to 
mercy, life becomes fruitless and sterile, as if se-
questered in a barren desert. The time has come for 
the Church to take up the joyful call to mercy once 
more. It is time to return to the basics and to bear 
the weaknesses and struggles of our brothers and 
sisters. Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new 
life and instils in us the courage to look to the future 
with hope.  
 
11. Let us not forget the great teaching offered by 
Saint John Paul II in his second Encyclical,  Dives in 
Misericordia, which at the time came unexpectedly, 
its theme catching many by surprise. There are two 
passages in particular to which I would like to draw 
attention. First, Saint John Paul II highlighted the 
fact that we had forgotten the theme of mercy in to-
day’s cultural milieu: “The present-day mentality, 
more perhaps than that of people in the past, seems 
opposed to a God of mercy, and in fact tends to ex-
clude from life and to remove from the human heart 
the very idea of mercy. The word and the concept of 
‘mercy’ seem to cause uneasiness in man, who, 
thanks to the enormous development of science and 

sheep, the lost coin, and the father with two sons (cf.  
Lk 15:1-32). In these parables, God is always pre-
sented as full of joy, especially when he pardons. In 
them we find the core of the Gospel and of our faith, 
because mercy is presented as a force that over-
comes everything, filling the heart with love and 
bringing consolation through pardon. 
 
From another parable, we cull an important teaching 
for our Christian lives. In reply to Peter’s question 
about how many times it is necessary to forgive, Je-
sus says: “I do not say seven times, but seventy 
times seven times” (Mt 18:22). He then goes on to 
tell the parable of the “ruthless servant,” who, called 
by his master to return a huge amount, begs him on 
his knees for mercy.  His master cancels his debt. 
But he then meets a fellow servant who owes him a 
few cents and who in turn begs on his knees for 
mercy, but the first servant refuses his request and 
throws him into jail. When the master hears of the 
matter, he becomes infuriated and, summoning the 
first servant back to him, says, “Should not you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 
you?” (Mt 18:33). Jesus concludes, “So also my 
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do 
not forgive your brother from your heart” (Mt 18:35). 
 
This parable contains a profound teaching for all of 
us. Jesus affirms that mercy is not only an action of 
the Father, it becomes a criterion for ascertaining 
who his true children are. In short, we are called to 
show mercy because mercy has first been shown to 
us. Pardoning offences becomes the clearest ex-
pression of merciful love, and for us Christians it is 
an imperative from which we cannot excuse our-
selves. At times how hard it seems to forgive! And 
yet pardon is the instrument placed into our fragile 
hands to attain serenity of heart. To let go of anger, 
wrath, violence, and revenge are necessary condi-
tions to living joyfully. Let us therefore heed the 
Apostle’s exhortation: “Do not let the sun go down 
on your anger” (Eph 4:26). Above all, let us listen to 
the words of Jesus who made mercy an ideal of life 
and a criterion for the credibility of our faith: “Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt 
5:7): the beatitude to which we should particularly 
aspire in this Holy Year.   
 
As we can see in Sacred Scripture, mercy is a key 
word that indicates God’s action towards us. He 
does not limit himself merely to affirming his love, 
but makes it visible and tangible. Love, after all, can 
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ties, associations and movements, in a word, wher-
ever there are Christians, everyone should find an 
oasis of mercy. 
 
13. We want to live this Jubilee Year in light of the 
Lord’s words: Merciful like the Father. The Evange-
list reminds us of the teaching of Jesus who says, 
“Be merciful just as your Father is merciful” (Lk 
6:36). It is a program of life as demanding as it is 
rich with joy and peace. Jesus’s command is di-
rected to anyone willing to listen to his voice (cf. Lk 
6:27). In order to be capable of mercy, therefore, we 
must first of all dispose ourselves to listen to the 
Word of God. This means rediscovering the value of 
silence in order to meditate on the Word that comes 
to us. In this way, it will be possible to contemplate 
God’s mercy and adopt it as our lifestyle.  
 
14. The practice of pilgrimage has a special place in 
the Holy Year, because it represents the journey 
each of us makes in this life. Life itself is a pilgrim-
age, and the human being is a viator, a pilgrim trav-
elling along the road, making his way to the desired 
destination. Similarly, to reach the Holy Door in 
Rome or in any other place in the world, everyone, 
each according to his or her ability, will have to 
make a pilgrimage. This will be a sign that mercy is 
also a goal to reach and requires dedication and 
sacrifice. May pilgrimage be an impetus to conver-
sion: by crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, we 
will find the strength to embrace God’s mercy and 
dedicate ourselves to being merciful with others as 
the Father has been with us. 
 
The Lord Jesus shows us the steps of the pilgrimage 
to attain our goal: “Judge not, and you will not be 
judged; condemn not, and you will not be con-
demned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and 
it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your 
lap. For the measure you give will be the measure 
you get back” (Lk 6:37-38). The Lord asks us above 
all not to judge and not to condemn. If anyone wish-
es to avoid God’s judgement, he should not make 
himself the judge of his brother or sister. Human be-
ings, whenever they judge, look no farther than the 
surface, whereas the Father looks into the very 
depths of the soul. How much harm words do when 
they are motivated by feelings of jealousy and envy! 
To speak ill of others puts them in a bad light, under-
mines their reputation and leaves them prey to the 

technology, never before known in history, has be-
come the master of the earth and has subdued and 
dominated it (cf. Gen 1:28). This dominion over the 
earth, sometimes understood in a one-sided and 
superficial way, seems to have no room for mercy… 
And this is why, in the situation of the Church and 
the world today, many individuals and groups guided 
by a lively sense of faith are turning, I would say al-
most spontaneously, to the mercy of God”.[9] 
 
Furthermore, Saint John Paul II pushed for a more 
urgent proclamation and witness to mercy in the 
contemporary world: “It is dictated by love for man, 
for all that is human and which, according to the in-
tuitions of many of our contemporaries, is threatened 
by an immense danger. The mystery of Christ… 
obliges me to proclaim mercy as God’s merciful 
love, revealed in that same mystery of Christ. It like-
wise obliges me to have recourse to that mercy and 
to beg for it at this difficult, critical phase of the histo-
ry of the Church and of the world”.[10] This teaching 
is more pertinent than ever and deserves to be tak-
en up once again in this Holy Year. Let us listen to 
his words once more: “The Church lives an authentic 
life when she professes and proclaims mercy – the 
most stupendous attribute of the Creator and of the 
Redeemer – and when she brings people close to 
the sources of the Savior’s mercy, of which she is 
the trustee and dispenser”.[11] 
 
12. The Church is commissioned to announce the 
mercy of God, the beating heart of the Gospel, 
which in its own way must penetrate the heart and 
mind of every person. The Spouse of Christ must 
pattern her behavior after the Son of God who went 
out to everyone without exception. In the present 
day, as the Church is charged with the task of the 
new evangelization, the theme of mercy needs to be 
proposed again and again with new enthusiasm and 
renewed pastoral action. It is absolutely essential for 
the Church and for the credibility of her message 
that she herself live and testify to mercy. Her lan-
guage and her gestures must transmit mercy, so as 
to touch the hearts of all people and inspire them 
once more to find the road that leads to the Father.  
 
The Church’s first truth is the love of Christ. The 
Church makes herself a servant of this love and me-
diates it to all people: a love that forgives and ex-
presses itself in the gift of oneself. Consequently, 
wherever the Church is present, the mercy of the 
Father must be evident. In our parishes, communi-
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It is my burning desire that, during this Jubilee, the 
Christian people may reflect on the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy. It will be a way to reawaken 
our conscience, too often grown dull in the face of 
poverty. And let us enter more deeply into the heart 
of the Gospel where the poor have a special experi-
ence of God’s mercy. Jesus introduces us to these 
works of mercy in his preaching so that we can know 
whether or not we are living as his disciples. Let us 
rediscover these corporal works of mercy: to feed 
the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the na-
ked, welcome the stranger, heal the sick, visit the 
imprisoned, and bury the dead. And let us not forget 
the spiritual works of mercy: to counsel the doubtful, 
instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners, comfort the 
afflicted, forgive offences, bear patiently those who 
do us ill, and pray for the living and the dead. 
 
We cannot escape the Lord’s words to us, and they 
will serve as the criteria upon which we will be 
judged: whether we have fed the hungry and given 
drink to the thirsty, welcomed the stranger and 
clothed the naked, or spent time with the sick and 
those in prison (cf. Mt 25:31-45). Moreover, we will 
be asked if we have helped others to escape the 
doubt that causes them to fall into despair and which 
is often a source of loneliness; if we have helped to 
overcome the ignorance in which millions of people 
live, especially children deprived of the necessary 
means to free them from the bonds of poverty; if we 
have been close to the lonely and afflicted; if we 
have forgiven those who have offended us and have 
rejected all forms of anger and hate that lead to vio-
lence; if we have had the kind of patience God 
shows, who is so patient with us; and if we have 
commended our brothers and sisters to the Lord in 
prayer. In each of these “little ones,” Christ himself is 
present. His flesh becomes visible in the flesh of the 
tortured, the crushed, the scourged, the malnour-
ished, and the exiled… to be acknowledged, 
touched, and cared for by us. Let us not forget the 
words of Saint John of the Cross: “as we prepare to 
leave this life, we will be judged on the basis of 
love”.[12] 
 
16. In the Gospel of Luke, we find another important 
element that will help us live the Jubilee with faith. 
Luke writes that Jesus, on the Sabbath, went back 
to Nazareth and, as was his custom, entered the 
synagogue. They called upon him to read the Scrip-
ture and to comment on it. The passage was from 

whims of gossip. To refrain from judgement and con-
demnation means, in a positive sense, to know how 
to accept the good in every person and to spare him 
any suffering that might be caused by our partial 
judgment, our presumption to know everything about 
him. But this is still not sufficient to express mercy. 
Jesus asks us also to forgive and to give. To be in-
struments of mercy because it was we who first re-
ceived mercy from God. To be generous with others, 
knowing that God showers his goodness upon us 
with immense generosity.  
 
Merciful like the Father, therefore, is the “motto” of 
this Holy Year. In mercy, we find proof of how God 
loves us. He gives his entire self, always, freely, ask-
ing nothing in return. He comes to our aid whenever 
we call upon him. What a beautiful thing that the 
Church begins her daily prayer with the words, “O 
God, come to my assistance. O Lord, make haste to 
help me” (Ps 70:2)! The assistance we ask for is al-
ready the first step of God’s mercy toward us. He 
comes to assist us in our weakness. And his help 
consists in helping us accept his presence and 
closeness to us. Day after day, touched by his com-
passion, we also can become compassionate to-
wards others.  
 
15. In this Holy Year, we look forward to the experi-
ence of opening our hearts to those living on the 
outermost fringes of society: fringes which modern 
society itself creates. How many uncertain and pain-
ful situations there are in the world today! How many 
are the wounds borne by the flesh of those who 
have no voice because their cry is muffled and 
drowned out by the indifference of the rich! During 
this Jubilee, the Church will be called even more to 
heal these wounds, to assuage them with the oil of 
consolation, to bind them with mercy and cure them 
with solidarity and vigilant care. Let us not fall into 
humiliating indifference or a monotonous routine that 
prevents us from discovering what is new! Let us 
ward off destructive cynicism! Let us open our eyes 
and see the misery of the world, the wounds of our 
brothers and sisters who are denied their dignity, 
and let us recognize that we are compelled to heed 
their cry for help! May we reach out to them and 
support them so they can feel the warmth of our 
presence, our friendship, and our fraternity! May 
their cry become our own, and together may we 
break down the barriers of indifference that too often 
reign supreme and mask our hypocrisy and egoism! 
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you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the 
desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the 
darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. And 
the Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your 
desire with good things, and make your bones 
strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a 
spring of water, whose waters fail not” (58:6-11).  
 
The initiative of “24 Hours for the Lord,” to be cele-
brated on the Friday and Saturday preceding the 
Fourth Week of Lent, should be implemented in eve-
ry diocese. So many people, including young peo-
ple, are returning to the Sacrament of Reconciliation; 
through this experience they are rediscovering a 
path back to the Lord, living a moment of intense 
prayer and finding meaning in their lives. Let us 
place the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the center 
once more in such a way that it will enable people to 
touch the grandeur of God’s mercy with their own 
hands. For every penitent, it will be a source of true 
interior peace.  
 
I will never tire of insisting that confessors be au-
thentic signs of the Father’s mercy. We do not be-
come good confessors automatically. We become 
good confessors when, above all, we allow our-
selves to be penitents in search of his mercy. Let us 
never forget that to be confessors means to partici-
pate in the very mission of Jesus to be a concrete 
sign of the constancy of divine love that pardons and 
saves. We priests have received the gift of the Holy 
Spirit for the forgiveness of sins, and we are respon-
sible for this. None of us wields power over this Sac-
rament; rather, we are faithful servants of God’s 
mercy through it. Every confessor must accept the 
faithful as the father in the parable of the prodigal 
son: a father who runs out to meet his son despite 
the fact that he has squandered away his inher-
itance. Confessors are called to embrace the repent-
ant son who comes back home and to express the 
joy of having him back again. Let us never tire of 
also going out to the other son who stands outside, 
incapable of rejoicing, in order to explain to him that 
his judgement is severe and unjust and meaningless 
in light of the father’s boundless mercy. May confes-
sors not ask useless questions, but like the father in 
the parable, interrupt the speech prepared ahead of 
time by the prodigal son, so that confessors will 
learn to accept the plea for help and mercy pouring 
from the heart of every penitent. In short, confessors 
are called to be a sign of the primacy of mercy al-

the Book of Isaiah where it is written: “The Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted; he 
has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to pro-
claim liberty to the captives, and freedom to those in 
captivity; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Is 
61:1-2). A “year of the Lord’s favor” or “mercy”: this 
is what the Lord proclaimed and this is what we wish 
to live now. This Holy Year will bring to the fore the 
richness of Jesus’ mission echoed in the words of 
the prophet: to bring a word and gesture of consola-
tion to the poor, to proclaim liberty to those bound by 
new forms of slavery in modern society, to restore 
sight to those who can see no more because they 
are caught up in themselves, to restore dignity to all 
those from whom it has been robbed. The preaching 
of Jesus is made visible once more in the response 
of faith which Christians are called to offer by their 
witness. May the words of the Apostle accompany 
us: he who does acts of mercy, let him do them with 
cheerfulness (cf. Rom 12:8). 
 
17. The season of Lent during this Jubilee Year 
should also be lived more intensely as a privileged 
moment to celebrate and experience God’s mercy. 
How many pages of Sacred Scripture are appropri-
ate for meditation during the weeks of Lent to help 
us rediscover the merciful face of the Father! We 
can repeat the words of the prophet Micah and 
make them our own: You, O Lord, are a God who 
takes away iniquity and pardons sin, who does not 
hold your anger forever, but are pleased to show 
mercy. You, Lord, will return to us and have pity on 
your people. You will trample down our sins and toss 
them into the depths of the sea (cf. 7:18-19). 
 
The pages of the prophet Isaiah can also be medi-
tated upon concretely during this season of prayer, 
fasting, and works of charity: “Is not this the fast that 
I choose: to loosen the bonds of wickedness, to un-
do the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go 
free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor 
into your house; when you see the naked, to cover 
him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and 
your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteous-
ness shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall 
be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord 
will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, here I am. 
If you take away from the midst of you the yoke, the 
pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, if 
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thinking that life depends on money and that, in 
comparison with money, anything else is devoid of 
value or dignity. This is nothing but an illusion! We 
cannot take money with us into the life beyond. Mon-
ey does not bring us happiness. Violence inflicted for 
the sake of amassing riches soaked in blood makes 
one neither powerful nor immortal. Everyone, sooner 
or later, will be subject to God’s judgment, from 
which no one can escape.  
 
The same invitation is extended to those who either 
perpetrate or participate in corruption. This festering 
wound is a grave sin that cries out to heaven for 
vengeance, because it threatens the very founda-
tions of personal and social life. Corruption prevents 
us from looking to the future with hope, because its 
tyrannical greed shatters the plans of the weak and 
tramples upon the poorest of the poor. It is an evil 
that embeds itself into the actions of everyday life 
and spreads, causing great public scandal. Corrup-
tion is a sinful hardening of the heart that replaces 
God with the illusion that money is a form of power. 
It is a work of darkness, fed by suspicion and in-
trigue. Corruptio optimi pessima, saint Gregory the 
Great said with good reason, affirming that no one 
can think himself immune from this temptation. If we 
want to drive it out from personal and social life, we 
need prudence, vigilance, loyalty, transparency, to-
gether with the courage to denounce any wrongdo-
ing. If it is not combated openly, sooner or later eve-
ryone will become an accomplice to it, and it will end 
up destroying our very existence. 
 
This is the opportune moment to change our lives! 
This is the time to allow our hearts to be touched! 
When faced with evil deeds, even in the face of seri-
ous crimes, it is the time to listen to the cry of inno-
cent people who are deprived of their property, their 
dignity, their feelings, and even their very lives. To 
stick to the way of evil will only leave one deluded 
and sad. True life is something entirely different. 
God never tires of reaching out to us. He is always 
ready to listen, as I am too, along with my brother 
bishops and priests. All one needs to do is to accept 
the invitation to conversion and submit oneself to 
justice during this special time of mercy offered by 
the Church.   
 
20. It would not be out of place at this point to recall 
the relationship between justice and mercy. These 
are not two contradictory realities, but two dimen-

ways, everywhere, and in every situation, no matter 
what.  
 
18. During Lent of this Holy Year, I intend to send 
out Missionaries of Mercy. They will be a sign of the 
Church’s maternal solicitude for the People of God, 
enabling them to enter the profound richness of this 
mystery so fundamental to the faith. There will be 
priests to whom I will grant the authority to pardon 
even those sins reserved to the Holy See, so that 
the breadth of their mandate as confessors will be 
even clearer. They will be, above all, living signs of 
the Father’s readiness to welcome those in search 
of his pardon. They will be missionaries of mercy 
because they will be facilitators of a truly human en-
counter, a source of liberation, rich with responsibil-
ity for overcoming obstacles and taking up the new 
life of Baptism again. They will be led in their mis-
sion by the words of the Apostle: “For God has con-
signed all men to disobedience, that he may have 
mercy upon all” (Rom 11:32). Everyone, in fact, with-
out exception, is called to embrace the call to mercy. 
May these Missionaries live this call with the assur-
ance that they can fix their eyes on Jesus, “the mer-
ciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God” (Heb 2:17). 
 
I ask my brother Bishops to invite and welcome 
these Missionaries so that they can be, above all, 
persuasive preachers of mercy. May individual dio-
ceses organize “missions to the people” in such a 
way that these Missionaries may be heralds of joy 
and forgiveness. Bishops are asked to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation with their people so that 
the time of grace made possible by the Jubilee year 
makes it possible for many of God’s sons and 
daughters to take up once again the journey to the 
Father’s house. May pastors, especially during the 
liturgical season of Lent, be diligent in calling back 
the faithful “to the throne of grace, that we may re-
ceive mercy and find grace” (Heb 4:16).  
 
19. May the message of mercy reach everyone, and 
may no one be indifferent to the call to experience 
mercy. I direct this invitation to conversion even 
more fervently to those whose behavior distances 
them from the grace of God. I particularly have in 
mind men and women belonging to criminal organi-
zations of any kind. For their own good, I beg them 
to change their lives. I ask them this in the name of 
the Son of God who, though rejecting sin, never re-
jected the sinner. Do not fall into the terrible trap of 
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the law considers sinners makes us realize the 
depth of his mercy.  
 
The Apostle Paul makes a similar journey. Prior to 
meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus, he dedi-
cated his life to pursuing the justice of the law with 
zeal (cf. Phil 3:6). His conversion to Christ led him to 
turn that vision upside down, to the point that he 
would write to the Galatians: “We have believed in 
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, 
and not by works of the law, because by works of 
the law shall no one be justified” (2:16). 
 
Paul’s understanding of justice changes radically. 
He now places faith first, not justice. Salvation 
comes not through the observance of the law, but 
through faith in Jesus Christ, who in his death and 
resurrection brings salvation together with a mercy 
that justifies. God’s justice now becomes the liberat-
ing force for those oppressed by slavery to sin and 
its consequences. God’s justice is his mercy (cf. Ps 
51:11-16). 
 
21. Mercy is not opposed to justice but rather ex-
presses God’s way of reaching out to the sinner, of-
fering him a new chance to look at himself, convert, 
and believe. The experience of the prophet Hosea 
can help us see the way in which mercy surpasses 
justice. The era in which the prophet lived was one 
of the most dramatic in the history of the Jewish 
people. The kingdom was tottering on the edge of 
destruction; the people had not remained faithful to 
the covenant; they had wandered from God and lost 
the faith of their forefathers. According to human log-
ic, it seems reasonable for God to think of rejecting 
an unfaithful people; they had not observed their 
pact with God and therefore deserved just punish-
ment: in other words, exile. The prophet’s words at-
test to this: “They shall not return to the land of 
Egypt, and Assyria shall be their king, because they 
have refused to return to me” (Hos 11:5). And yet, 
after this invocation of justice, the prophet radically 
changes his speech and reveals the true face of 
God: “How can I give you up, O Ephraim! How can I 
hand you over, O Israel! How can I make you like 
Admah! How can I treat you like Zeboiim! My heart 
recoils within me, my compassion grows warm and 
tender. I will not execute my fierce anger, I will not 
again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and not man, 
the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come to 
destroy” (11:8-9). Saint Augustine, almost as if he 

sions of a single reality that unfolds progressively 
until it culminates in the fullness of love. Justice is a 
fundamental concept for civil society, which is meant 
to be governed by the rule of law. Justice is also un-
derstood as that which is rightly due to each individ-
ual. In the Bible, there are many references to divine 
justice and to God as “judge”. In these passages, 
justice is understood as the full observance of the 
Law and the behavior of every good Israelite in con-
formity with God’s commandments. Such a vision, 
however, has not infrequently led to legalism by dis-
torting the original meaning of justice and obscuring 
its profound value. To overcome this legalistic per-
spective, we need to recall that in Sacred Scripture, 
justice is conceived essentially as the faithful aban-
donment of oneself to God’s will.  
 
For his part, Jesus speaks several times of the im-
portance of faith over and above the observance of 
the law. It is in this sense that we must understand 
his words when, reclining at table with Matthew and 
other tax collectors and sinners, he says to the Phar-
isees raising objections to him, “Go and learn the 
meaning of ‘I desire mercy not sacrifice’. I have 
come not to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mt 
9:13). Faced with a vision of justice as the mere ob-
servance of the law that judges people simply by 
dividing them into two groups – the just and sinners 
– Jesus is bent on revealing the great gift of mercy 
that searches out sinners and offers them pardon 
and salvation. One can see why, on the basis of 
such a liberating vision of mercy as a source of new 
life, Jesus was rejected by the Pharisees and the 
other teachers of the law. In an attempt to remain 
faithful to the law, they merely placed burdens on 
the shoulders of others and undermined the Father’s 
mercy. The appeal to a faithful observance of the 
law must not prevent attention from being given to 
matters that touch upon the dignity of the person. 
 
The appeal Jesus makes to the text from the book of 
the prophet Hosea – “I desire love and not sacri-
fice” (6:6) – is important in this regard. Jesus affirms 
that, from that time onward, the rule of life for his 
disciples must place mercy at the center, as Jesus 
himself demonstrated by sharing meals with sinners. 
Mercy, once again, is revealed as a fundamental 
aspect of Jesus’ mission. This is truly challenging to 
his hearers, who would draw the line at a formal re-
spect for the law. Jesus, on the other hand, goes 
beyond the law; the company he keeps with those 
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which he truly blots out; and yet sin leaves a nega-
tive effect on the way we think and act. But the mer-
cy of God is stronger even than this. It becomes in-
dulgence on the part of the Father who, through the 
Bride of Christ, his Church, reaches the pardoned 
sinner and frees him from every residue left by the 
consequences of sin, enabling him to act with chari-
ty, to grow in love rather than to fall back into sin. 
 
The Church lives within the communion of the 
saints. In the Eucharist, this communion, which is a 
gift from God, becomes a spiritual union binding us 
to the saints and blessed ones whose number is be-
yond counting (cf. Rev 7:4). Their holiness comes to 
the aid of our weakness in a way that enables the 
Church, with her maternal prayers and her way of 
life, to fortify the weakness of some with the strength 
of others. Hence, to live the indulgence of the Holy 
Year means to approach the Father’s mercy with the 
certainty that his forgiveness extends to the entire 
life of the believer. To gain an indulgence is to expe-
rience the holiness of the Church, who bestows up-
on all the fruits of Christ’s redemption, so that God’s 
love and forgiveness may extend everywhere. Let us 
live this Jubilee intensely, begging the Father to for-
give our sins and to bathe us in his merciful 
“indulgence.”  
 
23. There is an aspect of mercy that goes beyond 
the confines of the Church. It relates us to Judaism 
and Islam, both of which consider mercy to be one 
of God’s most important attributes. Israel was the 
first to receive this revelation which continues in his-
tory as the source of an inexhaustible  richness 
meant to be shared with all mankind. As we have 
seen, the pages of the Old Testament are steeped in 
mercy, because they narrate the works that the Lord 
performed in favor of his people at the most trying 
moments of their history. Among the privileged 
names that Islam attributes to the Creator are 
“Merciful and Kind”. This invocation is often on the 
lips of faithful Muslims who feel themselves accom-
panied and sustained by mercy in their daily weak-
ness. They too believe that no one can place a limit 
on divine mercy because its doors are always open.   
 
I trust that this Jubilee year celebrating the mercy of 
God will foster an encounter with these religions and 
with other noble religious traditions; may it open us 
to even more fervent dialogue so that we might 
know and understand one another better; may it 

were commenting on these words of the prophet, 
says: “It is easier for God to hold back anger than 
mercy”.[13] And so it is. God’s anger lasts but a mo-
ment, his mercy forever.  
 
If God limited himself to only justice, he would cease 
to be God, and would instead be like human beings 
who ask merely that the law be respected. But mere 
justice is not enough. Experience shows that an ap-
peal to justice alone will result in its destruction. This 
is why God goes beyond justice with his mercy and 
forgiveness. Yet this does not mean that justice 
should be devalued or rendered superfluous. On the 
contrary: anyone who makes a mistake must pay the 
price. However, this is just the beginning of conver-
sion, not its end, because one begins to feel the ten-
derness and mercy of God. God does not deny jus-
tice. He rather envelopes it and surpasses it with an 
even greater event in which we experience love as 
the foundation of true justice. We must pay close 
attention to what Saint Paul says if we want to avoid 
making the same mistake for which he reproaches 
the Jews of his time: “For, being ignorant of the 
righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to 
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s 
righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law, that 
every one who has faith may be justified” (Rom 10:3
-4). God’s justice is his mercy given to everyone as 
a grace that flows from the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Thus the Cross of Christ is God’s 
judgement on all of us and on the whole world, be-
cause through it he offers us the certitude of love 
and new life.  
 
22. A Jubilee also entails the granting of indulgenc-
es. This practice will acquire an even more important 
meaning in the Holy Year of Mercy. God’s for-
giveness knows no bounds. In the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, God makes even more evi-
dent his love and its power to destroy all human sin. 
Reconciliation with God is made possible through 
the paschal mystery and the mediation of the 
Church. Thus God is always ready to forgive, and he 
never tires of forgiving in ways that are continually 
new and surprising. Nevertheless, all of us know 
well the experience of sin. We know that we are 
called to perfection (cf. Mt 5:48), yet we feel the 
heavy burden of sin. Though we feel the transform-
ing power of grace, we also feel the effects of sin 
typical of our fallen state. Despite being forgiven, the 
conflicting consequences of our sins remain. In the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, God forgives our sins, 
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Year dedicated to living out in our daily lives the 
mercy which the Father constantly extends to all of 
us. In this Jubilee Year, let us allow God to surprise 
us. He never tires of casting open the doors of his 
heart and of repeating that he loves us and wants to 
share his love with us. The Church feels the urgent 
need to proclaim God’s mercy. Her life is authentic 
and credible only when she becomes a convincing 
herald of mercy. She knows that her primary task, 
especially at a moment full of great hopes and signs 
of contradiction, is to introduce everyone to the great 
mystery of God’s mercy by contemplating the face of 
Christ. The Church is called above all to be a credi-
ble witness to mercy, professing it and living it as the 
core of the revelation of Jesus Christ. From the heart 
of the Trinity, from the depths of the mystery of God, 
the great river of mercy wells up and overflows un-
ceasingly. It is a spring that will never run dry, no 
matter how many people draw from it. Every time 
someone is in need, he or she can approach it, be-
cause the mercy of God never ends. The profundity 
of the mystery surrounding it is as inexhaustible as 
the richness which springs up from it.  
 
In this Jubilee Year, may the Church echo the word 
of God that resounds strong and clear as a message 
and a sign of pardon, strength, aid, and love. May 
she never tire of extending mercy, and be ever pa-
tient in offering compassion and comfort. May the 
Church become the voice of every man and woman, 
and repeat confidently without end: “Be mindful of 
your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they 
have been from of old” (Ps 25:6). 
 
Given in Rome, at Saint Peter’s, on 11 April, the Vig-
il of the Second Sunday of Easter, or the Sunday of 
Divine Mercy, in the year of our Lord 2015, the third 
of my Pontificate. 
 
Franciscus 
 
  [1] Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dog-
matic Constitution on Divine Revelation  Dei Ver-
bum, 4.  
 [2] Opening Address of the Second Vatican Ecu-
menical Council, Gaudet Mater Ecclesia, 11 October 
1962, 2-3. 
 [3] Speech at the Final Public Session of the Sec-
ond Vatican Ecumenical Council, 7 December 1965. 
 [4] Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dog-
matic Constitution on the Church  Lumen Gentium, 

eliminate every form of closed-mindedness and dis-
respect, and drive out every form of violence and 
discrimination.  
 
24. My thoughts now turn to the Mother of Mercy. 
May the sweetness of her countenance watch over 
us in this Holy Year, so that all of us may rediscover 
the joy of God’s tenderness. No one has penetrated 
the profound mystery of the incarnation like Mary. 
Her entire life was patterned after the presence of 
mercy made flesh. The Mother of the Crucified and 
Risen One has entered the sanctuary of divine mer-
cy because she participated intimately in the mys-
tery of His love.  
 
Chosen to be the Mother of the Son of God, Mary, 
from the outset, was prepared by the love of God to 
be the Ark of the Covenant between God and man. 
She treasured divine mercy in her heart in perfect 
harmony with her Son Jesus. Her hymn of praise, 
sung at the threshold of the home of Elizabeth, was 
dedicated to the mercy of God which extends from 
“generation to generation” (Lk 1:50). We too were 
included in those prophetic words of the Virgin Mary. 
This will be a source of comfort and strength to us 
as we cross the threshold of the Holy Year to experi-
ence the fruits of divine mercy. 
 
At the foot of the Cross, Mary, together with John, 
the disciple of love, witnessed the words of for-
giveness spoken by Jesus. This supreme expres-
sion of mercy towards those who crucified him show 
us the point to which the mercy of God can reach. 
Mary attests that the mercy of the Son of God knows 
no bounds and extends to everyone, without excep-
tion. Let us address her in the words of the Salve 
Regina, a prayer ever ancient and ever new, so that 
she may never tire of turning her merciful eyes upon 
us, and make us worthy to contemplate the face of 
mercy, her Son Jesus.  
 
Our prayer also extends to the saints and blessed 
ones who made divine mercy their mission in life. I 
think especially of the great apostle of mercy, Saint 
Faustina Kowalska. May she, who was called to en-
ter the depths of divine mercy, intercede for us and 
obtain for us the grace of living and walking always 
according to the mercy of God and with an unwaver-
ing trust in his love.  
 
25. I present, therefore, this Extraordinary Jubilee 
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16: Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Mod-
ern World  Gaudium et Spes, 15. 
[5] Saint Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, II-II, 
q. 30. a. 4. 
 [6] XXVI Sunday in Ordinary Time. This Collect al-
ready appears in the eighth century among the eu-
chological texts of the Gelasian Sacramentary 
(1198). 
 [7] Cf. Homily 22: CCL, 122, 149-151. 
 [8] Apostolic Exhortation  Evangelii Gaudium, 24. 
 [9] No. 2. 
 [10] Saint John Paul II, Encyclical Letter  Dives in 
Misericordia, 15. 
 [11] Ibid., 13. 
 [12] Words of Light and Love, 57. 
 [13] Homilies on the Psalms, 76, 11. 
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Just as in the Upper Room, Mary in her heart, with her prayerful presence, 
watched over the origins of the Church, so too now the Church's journey 

is entrusted to the loving heart and praying hands of cloistered nuns. 
(Verbi Sponsa) 

DISCERNMENT DAY   
 
 
 

Have you ever wondered what life is like as a nun? Are you drawn to a life of prayer for the world, for our 
Mother Church and for souls? The Dominican Nuns of Corpus Christi Monastery located at 215 Oak Grove 
Avenue in Menlo Park, CA will host a Discernment Day for single Catholic women ages 18-40 on January 
16th.  RSVP by January 11th or for more information contact Sister Joseph Marie O.P. at voca-
tions@nunsmenlo.org or visit our website at: http://nunsmenlo.org/discernment-days/. The day begins with 
Mass at 8:00 a.m. followed by Divine Office, Adoration, Rosary, Conferences, Vocation stories, and more giv-
en by our Dominican nuns and friars.     
 

God's Blessings! 
Sr. Joseph Marie, O.P. 

Corpus Christi Monastery 
215 Oak Grove Avenue 
Menlo Park CA 94025 
(650) 322-1801 X19 
www.nunsmenlo.org 
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Church of San Marco & Museum 

Additional Resources 
 
Pope Francis 
 

 Encyclical Lumen Fidei (Link) 

 Encyclical Laudato Si’ (Link) 

 The Holy See (Link) 

 Vatican Radio (Link) 

 Vatican Information Service (Link) 

 L’Osservatore Romano (Link) 

 Fides News Agency (Link) 

 CDF on Communion for Divorced-Remarried (Link) 
 

Western Province  

 Preaching Blog (Link) 

 Student Blog (Link) 

 Novice Blog (Link) 
 

 The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link) 
 

- Dominican Supplies 

 
In conjunction with the Dominican Jubilee 
800 celebrations, Museo San Marco, Flor-
ence has kindly agreed to host members 
of the Dominican family throughout the Ju-
bilee Year. Dominican friars, nuns, sisters, 
and laity are invited to sing selected Do-
minican chants in the presence of original 
art of art by Beato Angelico in various lo-
cations of the museum (Cloister of St. An-
toninus, Chapter Room, Refectory and up-
per Corridor). 
 
If you are planning a pilgrimage to Domini-
can Italy, or a visit to Saint Dominic’s tomb 
in Bologna, then why not consider coming 
to San Marco in Florence to engage 
firsthand with Beato Angelico’s original 
works of art, and enhance that experience 
by creating Sounds in the Silence, with 
hymns, antiphons, and responsories from 
the Dominican Liturgical Repertory, many 
of whose texts Fra Angelico incorporated 
into his works of art. If interested in partici-
pating in this initiative, email 
m.dunleavy1@yahoo.co.uk. For further 
information contact: Fr. Michael Dunleavy, 
O.P., Piazza S Domenico, 4 50014, San 
Domenico di Fiesole, (FI) Italia. San Domenico in Bologna 

hhttp://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.vatican.va/phome_en.htm
http://en.radiovaticana.va/index.asp
http://www.news.va/en/source/vatican-information-service
http://www.news.va/en/source/osservatore-romano
http://www.news.va/en/source/fides
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/prefect-of-congregation-for-the-doctrine-of-the-faith-on-communion-for-divorced-remarried
http://www.opwest.org/index.php/homilies
http://students.opwest.org/blog/
http://novices.opwest.org/wordpress/
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
http://www.museosanmarco.it/
http://www.arcadominici.org/
http://www.op.org/sites/www.op.org/files/public/documents/fichier/sounds_in_the_silence_booklet.pdf
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Interrogated by the Chancellor why he had persisted in an 
opinion against which so many lords and bishops in Par-
liament and the whole realm had decreed, he replied: "I 
had intended to imitate our Lord Jesus Christ when He 
was questioned by Herod and not to answer. But since 
you compel me to clear both my own conscience and that 
of the bystanders, I say that if we propose to maintain 
opinions by proofs, testimonies, or reasons, mine will be 
far stronger than yours, because I have all the rest of 
Christendom in my favor. I dare even say all this kingdom, 
although the smaller part holds with you, for I am sure the 
larger part is at heart of our opinion, although outwardly, 
partly from fear and partly from hope, they profess to be 
of yours." On this he was commanded by the Secretary, 
under the heaviest penalties of the law, to declare who 
held with him. He replied: "All good men of the kingdom 
hold with me. "He added: "As to proofs of dead witnesses, 
I have in my favor all the general councils, all the histori-
ans, the holy doctors of the Church for the last fifteen 
hundred years, especially St. Ambrose, St. Jerome, St. 
Augustine, and St. Gregory." 
 
Remove not the ancient landmarks which thy fathers have 
set. Prov xxii. 28. 

The Witness of Tradition 
B. Richard Reynolds, Bridgettine, 1535 

God is everywhere. He is immeasurably vast and yet eve-
rywhere he is close at hand, as he himself bears witness: 
I am a God close at hand, and not a God who is distant. It 
is not a God who is far away that we are seeking, since (if 
we deserve it) he is within us. For he lives in us as the 
soul lives in the body – if only we are healthy limbs of his, 
if we are dead to sin. Then indeed he lives within us, he 
who has said: And I will live in them and walk among 
them. If we are worthy for him to be in us then in truth he 
gives us life, makes us his living limbs. As St Paul says, 
In him we live and move and have our being. 
 
Given his indescribable and incomprehensible essence, 
who will explore the Most High? Who can examine the 
depths of God? Who will take pride in knowing the infinite 
God who fills all things and surrounds all things, who per-
vades all things and transcends all things, who takes pos-
session of all things but is not himself possessed by any 
thing? The infinite God whom no-one has seen as he is? 
Therefore let no-one try to penetrate the secrets of God, 
what he was, how he was, who he was. These things 
cannot be described, examined, explored. Simply – simp-
ly but strongly – believe that God is as God was, that God 
will be as God has always been, for God cannot be 
changed. 
 
So who is God? God is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
one God. Do not demand to know more of God. Those 
who want to see into the depths must first consider the 
natural world, for knowledge of the Trinity is rightly com-
pared to knowledge of the depths of the sea: as Ecclesi-
astes says, And the great depths, who shall fathom them? 
Just as the depths of the sea are invisible to human sight, 
so the godhead of the Trinity is beyond human sense and 
understanding. Thus, I say, if anyone wants to know what 
he should believe, let him not think that he will understand 
better through speech than through belief: if he does that, 
the wisdom of God will be further from him than before. 
 
Therefore, seek the highest knowledge not by words and 
arguments but by perfect and right action. Not with the 
tongue, gathering arguments from God-free theories, but 
by faith, which proceeds from purity and simplicity of 
heart. If you seek the ineffable by means of argument, it 
will be further from you than it was before; if you seek it 
by faith, wisdom will be in her proper place at the gateway 
to knowledge, and you will see her there, at least in part. 
Wisdom is in a certain sense attained when you believe in 
the invisible without first demanding to understand it. God 
must be believed in as he is, that is, as being invisible; 
even though he can be partly seen by a pure heart. 
 

Office of Reading, Wed of 7th week of Ordinary Time 

The Immeasurable Depths of God 
From the Instructions of  
St Columbanus, Abbot 
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Why Gregorian Chant? And Why Sung by the People?  
Peter Kwasniewski 

Part 2 of a 3-part Series.  

 

Some readers might be wondering why the Church places 

such an emphasis on singing Gregorian chant in particu-

lar. Why this style and repertoire of music, in preference 

to others? And is it really true that the Church expects 

laity to sing the chant as well? 

 

Saint Pius X, that hero of all traditionalists, wrote in his 

1903 motu proprio Inter Sollicitudines: 

 

These qualities [of holiness, good artistic form, and uni-

versality] are to be found in the highest degree in Grego-

rian chant, which is consequently the chant proper to the 

Roman Church … The ancient traditional Gregorian 

chant must, therefore, in a large measure be restored to 

the functions of public worship … Special efforts are to 

be made to restore the use of the Gregorian chant by the 

people, so that the faithful may again take a more active 

part in the ecclesiastical offices, as was the case in an-

cient times. 

 

Pope Pius XI had this to say in his 1928 encyclical Divini 

Cultus: 

 

Voices, in preference to instruments, ought to be heard 

in the church: the voices of the clergy, the choir, and the 

congregation. Nor should it be deemed that the Church, 

in preferring the human voice to any musical instrument, 

is obstructing the progress of music; for no instrument, 

(Continued on next page) 

however perfect, however excellent, can surpass the 

human voice in expressing human thought, especially 

when it is used by the mind to offer up prayer and 

praise to Almighty God. … 

 

In order that the faithful may more actively participate in 

divine worship, let them be made once more to sing the 

Gregorian Chant, so far as it belongs to them to take 

part in it. It is most important that when the faithful as-

sist at the sacred ceremonies … they should not be 

merely detached and silent spectators, but, filled with a 

deep sense of the beauty of the Liturgy, they should 

sing alternately with the clergy or the choir, as it is pre-

scribed. If this is done, then it will no longer happen that 

the people either make no answer at all to the public 

prayers … or at best utter the responses in a low and 

subdued manner. 

 

When Pius XI says “sing alternately with the clergy,” he 

means, for example, when the priest chants “Dominus 

vobiscum,” everyone responds: “Et cum spiritu tuo”; or, in 

the usus antiquior, at the end of the Pater noster, every-

one chants together: “Sed libera nos a malo.” The point 

about alternating with the choir is seen in the Kyrie: the 

choir chants the first petition, then everyone chants the 

second petition, then back to the choir for the third, and 

so forth. 

 

Venerable Pius XII writes very beautifully in his encyclical 

Mediator Dei of 1947: 
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(Continued on next page) 

throughout the Latin Church, which has behaved as if 

these words had never been written. 

 

112.The musical tradition of the universal Church is a 

treasure of inestimable value, greater even than that of 

any other art. The main reason for this pre-eminence is 

that, as sacred song united to the words, it forms a nec-

essary or integral part of the solemn liturgy. Holy Scrip-

ture, indeed, has bestowed praise upon sacred song, 

and the same may be said of the fathers of the Church 

and of the Roman pontiffs who in recent times, led by 

Saint Pius X, have explained more precisely the minis-

terial function supplied by sacred music in the service of 

the Lord. Therefore sacred music is to be considered 

the more holy in proportion as it is more closely con-

nected with the liturgical action, whether it adds delight 

to prayer, fosters unity of minds, or confers greater so-

lemnity upon the sacred rites. … Accordingly, the sa-

cred Council, keeping to the norms and precepts of ec-

clesiastical tradition and discipline, and having regard to 

the purpose of sacred music, which is the glory of God 

and the sanctification of the faithful, decrees as follows. 

 

113.Liturgical worship is given a more noble form when 

the divine offices are celebrated solemnly in song, with 

the assistance of sacred ministers and the active partici-

pation of the people. … 

 

114.The treasure of sacred music is to be preserved 

and fostered with great care. Choirs must be diligently 

promoted … 

 

115.Great importance is to be attached to the teaching 

and practice of music in seminaries, in the novitiates 

and houses of study of religious of both sexes, and also 

in other Catholic institutions and schools. To impart this 

instruction, teachers are to be carefully trained and put 

in charge of the teaching of sacred music. … 

 

But these are just the preliminaries. Now we get to para-

graph 116, and I am going to give you a more literal trans-

lation than the standard English translation you can find 

on the internet: 

 

116.The Church acknowledges Gregorian chant as 

characteristically belonging to the Roman liturgy, with 

the result that, other things being equal, in liturgical ac-

tions Gregorian chant takes possession of the first 

place. 

Sung by the people 
(Continued from previous page) 

A congregation that is devoutly present at that sacrifice 

in which our Savior, together with His children re-

deemed by His sacred blood, sings the nuptial hymn of 

His immense love, cannot keep silent, for “song befits 

the lover” (Saint Augustine, Sermon 336), and, as the 

ancient saying has it, “he who sings well prays twice.” 

Thus the Church militant, faithful as well as clergy, joins 

in the hymns of the Church triumphant and with the 

choirs of angels, and all together sing a wondrous and 

eternal hymn of praise to the most Holy Trinity in keep-

ing with the words of the Preface: “we entreat that Thou 

wouldst bid our voices too be heard with [the angels’], 

crying out with suppliant praise.” 

 

In his 1955 encyclical Musicae Sacrae, Pius XII added: 

 

It is the duty of all those to whom Christ the Lord has 

entrusted the task of guarding and dispensing the 

Church’s riches to preserve this precious treasure of 

Gregorian chant diligently and to impart it generously to 

the Christian people. … In the performance of the sa-

cred liturgical rites this same Gregorian chant should be 

most widely used and great care should be taken that it 

be performed properly, worthily, and reverently. 

 

The conclusion we can take away from these papal docu-

ments—and there are more in the same vein than came 

after 1955, but every article must have its limits—is that 

we the people are repeatedly and directly asked by Holy 

Mother Church to SING THE MASS. It is our right; it is our 

duty; it is actually part of our sanctification and salvation. 

As Catholics who follow the Pope and the Magisterium, 

we should all be singing the chants of the Ordinary.[i] (Of 

course, exceptions can be made for special occasions, 

when a polyphonic Mass sung by the choir augments the 

people’s festive joy and gives a new impetus to their med-

itation on the mysteries.) 

 

Now, you may ask, what’s all this praise of Gregorian 

chant? To borrow a saying from the world of the pipe or-

gan, the popes certainly pull out all the stops when speak-

ing about chant. But so does the Second Vatican Council, 

whose unambiguous witness on this point is all the more 

striking, given the almost total ignorance or repudiation of 

it in practice. Here are some highlights from the chapter 

on music in the Council’s Constitution on the Sacred Litur-

gy, Sacrosanctum Concilium. While reading, note the sur-

real disconnect between what the Council peacefully 

teaches here and the lamentable universal practice 
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The phrase “other things being equal” means that even if 

we assume there is other music of equal artistic value 

and liturgical appropriateness, such as Renaissance po-

lyphony, the chant still takes possession of the first 

place—and why? Because it is sacred, it is ancient, and it 

is ours, binding us intimately to God and one another with 

the ties of tradition. As Fr. John Zuhlsdorf comments on 

this paragraph: 

 

If you aren’t praying with Gregorian chant, 50 years 

after the Council, then you are 50 years out of step with 

what the Council mandated in the strongest terms. The 

Council Fathers in Sacrosanctum Concilium go on to 

talk about the use of other kinds of music and they pro-

vide a welcome flexibility. But none of those other provi-

sions eliminates or supersedes or mitigates what SC 

116 says. In other words, we shouldn’t justify the use of 

Gregorian chant. The Church has done that for us. We 

have to justify the use of something other than Gregori-

an chant. 

 

Vatican II was the first ecumenical council in the 2,000-

year history of the Church to expressly name Gregorian 

chant as the music proper to the Roman rite and to es-

tablish officially its normative status and primacy of place. 

Why did the twenty earlier ecumenical councils not men-

tion any of this? Because it had simply been taken for 

granted back then, whereas in the middle of the last cen-

tury there was debate about whether it was time to sub-

stitute a different music for the traditional chant. Maybe 

“modern man” needed something else? And Vatican II’s 

answer was crystal clear: there can be no substitute. 

What modern man needs most of all is to be 

traditional and timeless, not trapped within 

the limits of his own age and its superficial 

tastes and assumptions. 

 

Why, then, have so many people ignored 

what Vatican II asked for? That’s a very 

good question, and to answer it, one would 

have to enter into a separate discussion 

about the militant opposition between a her-

meneutic of continuity and a hermeneutic of 

rupture and discontinuity, as our Pope 

Emeritus would say. But the historical ins 

and outs need not affect us, practically 

speaking, because we are trying to be en-

tirely faithful to the Magisterium, and the 

Magisterium has always been consistent in its promotion 

of chant.  

 

Let us dig deeper into why we sing what we sing at Mass, 

and what are the roles of the various people present. The 

Mass is a manifestation of the essence of the Church as 

the Mystical Body of Christ, therefore as hierarchical com-

munion. That is why there are chants that only the minis-

ters sing; chants that only a cantor or schola sings; and 

chants that everyone sings. 

 

The parts sung by bishop, priest, or deacon are theirs by 

virtue of their distinctive sacramental identification with 

Christ, the Head of the Church, and therefore can never 

be sung by one who is not ordained. This shows us un-

ambiguously that the ordained minister is not a mere del-

egate of the community, as in a modern democratic gov-

ernment or a Protestant community, but a true head and 

ruler of it, appointed by God. 

 

Then there are the “Propers” of the Mass, entrusted to the 

Schola, that is, the choir of trained singers. There are five 

such Propers: the Introit or Entrance antiphon; the Gradu-

Sung by the people 
(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 
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al; the Alleluia; the Offertory; and the Communion. (In 

Lent, the Alleluia is replaced with a Tract; in Paschaltide, 

the Gradual is replaced with an additional Alleluia.) These 

are an integral part of the Mass and have been such for 

over 1,500 years. In more recent times they have tended 

to be strangely forgotten, especially in the desert dec-

ades after Vatican II. Nowadays a great effort is being 

made to recover these Propers even in the sphere of the 

Ordinary Form of the Roman Rite, so that the celebration 

of Mass might be more faithful not only to our tradition but 

also to the General Instruction on the Roman Missal, 

which specifies—for the Ordinary Form, mind you—the 

Gregorian antiphons from the Graduale Romanum as the 

preferred songs for the Entrance, the Offertory, and the 

Communion. This General Instruction, the official “how-

to” manual for the Novus Ordo Missae, is a document 

promulgated by the Holy Father and is binding on the 

clergy. Once again, we see how traditionalist communi-

ties are pointing the way to the correct implementation of 

the very rubrics and rules of the Ordinary Form itself! 

 

Sometimes you will encounter Catholics who are offend-

ed when a choir sings chant or polyphony and they can-

not join in but must simply listen. They object that they 

are supposed to be “actively participating” and how can 

they do this in such a situation? Blessed John Paul II re-

sponded to this objection in a very important address he 

gave back in 1998. I believe that this paragraph should 

be engraved on a plaque and displayed in the vestibule 

of every church. 

 

The liturgy, like the Church, is intended to be hierarchical 

and polyphonic, respecting the different roles assigned by 

Christ and allowing all the different voices to blend in one 

great hymn of praise. Active participation certainly means 

that, in gesture, word, song, and service, all the members 

of the community take part in an act of worship, which is 

anything but inert or passive. Yet active participation does 

not preclude the active passivity of silence, stillness and 

listening: indeed, it demands it. Worshippers are not pas-

sive, for instance, when listening to the readings or the 

homily, or following the prayers of the celebrant and the 

chants and music of the liturgy. These are experiences of 

silence and stillness, but they are in their own way pro-

foundly active. In a culture which neither favors nor fos-

ters meditative quiet, the art of interior listening is learned 

only with difficulty. Here we see how the liturgy, though it 

must always be properly inculturated, must also be coun-

tercultural.  

 

In the last article of this series, I will look at some more 

practical issues: how chant should be sung, and what we 

are to make of the excuses people give for not singing. 

 

 NOTES:  

 

[i] One could quote extensively from John Paul II and 

Benedict XVI. Fortunately Ratzinger/Benedict is well 

known for his many writings on sacred music and authen-

tic liturgical participation, whereas the preconciliar Magis-

terium is often neglected nowadays. 

 
Peter Kwasniewski  
 

Dr. Peter Kwasniewski is a founding 

faculty member at Wyoming Catholic 

College in Lander, Wyoming, where he 

also directs the Choir and Schola. He 

has published several books, including 

Resurgent in the Midst of Crisis, and 

over 500 articles in print and online.   

 

(Part I Link, Part II Link, Part III Link) 

Sung by the people 
(Continued from previous page) 

http://www.onepeterfive.com/song-befits-the-lover-understanding-the-place-of-gregorian-chant-in-the-mass/
http://steveskojec.staging.wpengine.com/why-gregorian-chant-and-why-sung-by-the-people/
http://steveskojec.staging.wpengine.com/how-we-should-sing-and-why-people-dont-sing/
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From the Chapters 

St Dominic, Eagle Rock 
 
The Southern California Chapters will celebrate the 
800th Jubilee on Saturday, October 29, 2016 at St. 
Dominic's in Eagle Rock. Mass at 11:00 followed by 
a reception. Details to follow.  
 
On May 14 the chapter held a retreat featuring Fr 
Brian Mullady OP, celebrating the 800th anniver-
sary of the Order. 
 
Requiesce in pace: Carmen Ilano and Richard 
Buckland, Prayer Members. May God greatly re-
ward them! 
 
Received into St. Dominic's chapter April 23: How-
ard Charet, Jessica Acoba, Ritchie Obando, and 
Cecilia Vercesi.  
 
Welcome newly transferred members Rita Guzman 
and Cheryl Lucken.  
 
Ms Lori Mountain OP 
 
 

St. Dominic Chapter, San Diego 
 
We were blessed to go on retreat April 8 – 10, 2016 
held at, Prince of Peace Abbey in Oceanside, Cali-
fornia. The Abbey is home to Benedictine Monks 
who have been in residence since 1958. This is a 
peaceful place where God’s presence can be felt 

(Continued on next page) 

from the moment a person checks in until it is time to 
leave and reenter the world. Fr Vincent Serpa, OP, 
our retreat master gave talks about what it means to 
be contemplative and how God gifts His people in a 
special way when they experience oneness with Him 
through contemplation. To be contemplative is to 
slow down, to be purposeful in our slowing down in 
order to move towards God. Slowing down allows us 
to become more aware of our senses, what we see, 
what we hear, what we smell. To be quiet. To allow 
ourselves to receive Christ’s redemptive love. 
Spending time with Him at the foot of the cross, con-
templating his life, his death, his resurrection. 
Spending time at the foot of cross experiencing, joy 
at His birth, sadness, grieving at His death and hap-
piness at His resurrection.  As we sit at the foot of 
the cross, we console Him, we look on Him as we 
stand with His mother and His beloved disciple. We 
are quiet and still as we contemplate the Son of 
God, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 
Lisa Hutcheson 
 

Holy Rosary, Portland 
 
The annual retreat held on March 18-20, 2016 at 
Our Lady of Peace Retreat House in Beaverton, OR. 
was a great success. Many Holy Rosary chapter 
members attended as well as some from other chap-
ters in the northwest. The theme was “The Passion 
from the perspective of Dominican Saints.” Fr Vin-
cent Kelber OP was retreat master. It was the per-
fect way to prepare for Palm Sunday and Holy week.  
 
On April 29 chapter members attended a Dominican 
Rite Mass at Holy Rosary Church in the evening to 
celebrate the Feast of St. Catherine of Siena and 
went to the reception afterward in Siena Hall. 
 
Chapter members are being encouraged to attend 
"An Evening of Mercy" at the Grotto (The Sanctuary 
of Our Sorrowful Mother shrine in Portland) on 
Wednesday May 18. Missionary of Mercy Fr Brian 
Mullady OP will be the presenter. The evening be-
gins at 5:00 p.m. with a Holy Hour that includes Eu-
charistic Adoration, Rosary and Confessions fol-
lowed by the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Benedic-
tion. There will be music by John Michael Poirer at 
6:00 p.m. followed by Mass at 6:30 p.m. At 7:30 p.m. 
Fr. Mullady will speak on "His Mercy Endures Forev-
er." The evening concludes with confessions. 
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Those chapter members who are able are encour-
aged to attend the Dominican Retreat at St. Bene-
dict's Lodge in Mckenzie Bridge, OR. sponsored by 
the Eugene Chapter. Fr Gabriel Mosher OP is the 
retreat master. The theme is "To Praise, to Bless, to 
Preach."  
 
Reception and Profession will be on June 26 and we 
have seven people preparing to either be received 
or make temporary profession. 
 
For ongoing formation we finished chapters 1 and 2 
of "The Ordinary Path to Holiness" by R. Thomas 
Richard, PhD. We have begun discussion on Chap-
ter 3 and will continue it at our May chapter meeting 
when Fr Dismas Sayre OP will give a talk related to 
this chapter on Scripture. 
 
Chapter members are being encouraged to visit and 
pray for our prayer members during this Year of 
Mercy. 
 
Prayer intentions: Eadie Roland, Joyce Timber-
man, Joanne Moore, Helen Barnes; Margaret 
Fuleki's grandson, Michael. Also Ken Olson's (in 
formation class) mother, Mary Louise Muller and 
Roberta Powell's father, Robert Saul who passed 
away in April. 
 
Answer to prayers: John DaZell's cancer of the 
bone marrow is in remission and Margaret Fuleki's 
husband has no more trace of cancer. Thanks be to 
God. 
 
Ms Roberta Powell OP 
 

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park 
 
On Saturday, April 30, 2016 we had a visitation from 
Denise Harvey, the President of the Lay Provincial 
Council and her husband, Michael Harvey, the 
DLIPC Provincial Delegate. They joined us for mid-
day prayer and the Rosary with the Nuns. After-
wards we all enjoyed lunch in the chapter room fol-
lowed by our regular meeting. We were very grateful 
for Denise and Mike’s visit and for their guidance 
and support.  

On Sunday, May 1, 2016, our chapter held a lay vo-
cation outreach at St. Raymond’s Church in Menlo 
Park. Parishioners visited our booth and took home 
brochures. We pray that some of them may respond 
to God’s call to the Dominican Laity. We regret to 
announce that our chaplain, Fr Augustine Hilander 
OP will be leaving us as he is being reassigned to 
St. Dominic’s Church in San Francisco. We are 
grateful for the time he spent with us and we wish 
him well on his new ministry. We will celebrate our 
patronal feast day with the Nuns on Corpus Christi 
Sunday, May 29th starting with Mass at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by Benediction and Eucharistic procession 
in the monastery chapel.  
 
Charo Aguirre 
 

(Continued on next page) 

Chapters 
(Continued from previous page) 

L-R: Mike, Denise, Richard, Gloria, Charo,  
Ellen and Andrea 

Gloria and Ellen manning our Dominican Laity  
vocation outreach booth. 
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Bl Margaret of Castello, Boise 
 
In April the Chapter held a presentation at St Paul 
Newman Center at Boise State University.  Fr Peter 
Hannah OP was the guest speaker, and his topic 
was Truth in the Modern World—”What is Truth”. He 
gave a wonderful presentation of the history of the 
philosophy that has taken us from the heights of 
Thomism to the depths of relativity.  The talk was 
preceded by Liturgy of the Hours and Mass. The 
night before Fr Peter offered Mass in the Dominican 
Rite at the Cathedral of St John the Evangelist. 
 
The chapter plans to attend the retreat at McKenzie 
bridge in May. We look forward to being with Fr Ga-
briels Mosher OP, retreat master, and renewing 

acquaintances with others from the Oregon chap-
ters. 
 
For those not attending the retreat at McKenzie 
Bridge, an informal “meeting” was held at the home 
of John Keenan on Friday May 13.  Bonnie Fitz-
patrick gave a summary on the St Catherine pro-
gram, and a pot-luck dinner and good times were 
had. 
 
The chapter has been working with the Lay Provin-
cial Council to establish an online store which will 
provide items of “Dominicana” in the province. 
Please see the example items below. Watch for 
more information in the next issue! 
 
Mark Gross 
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Contact Truth Be Told 
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1605 N Eagle Creek Way 
Eagle, ID 83616 

 
  Please notify by email if you would like to  
 be added to the regular emailing list. 

  There is no subscription fee.   
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month). 
 
Editor – Mark Gross 
 

Submissions to the Editor 
 
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church.   

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.      -St. Maximus the Confessor 

Mary, our mother 

And mother of the Redeemer, 

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea, 

Come to the aid of your people, 

Who have sinned, 

Yet also yearn to rise again! 

Come to the Church’s aid, 

Enlighten your devoted children, 

Strengthen the faithful throughout the world, 

Let those who have drifted  

Hear your call, 

And may they who live as prisoners of evil 

Be converted! 
Pope John Paul II 

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls. 

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort 

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.” 

 

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8 
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