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Meditation on Christ  
through the Seasons 

A Study of Christology according to 
St.Thomas Aquinas 

with 
Fr Francis Le Quang Hung, OP 

Whether Christ should have worked  
miracles? 

 
Absolutely speaking, the truths of the faith 

themselves are 100% non-demonstrable (e.g. 

the mysteries of Trinity, the Incarnation, the 

Eucharist, etc.), for what is demonstrated is 

no longer believed because it is already seen, 

but what is believed is because it is not seen: 

“Faith is the realization of what is hoped for 

and evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). 

Although it is certain that we cannot see total-

ly the intrinsic truths of the faith, we do see 

with total clarity and certainty the motives that 

make these truths credible. Among the mo-

tives for the credibilities of our faith, miracle 

occupies the first place. Miracle, by definition, 

is a reality produced by God that is outside 

the natural order, for his divine power is 

above and beyond the natural order. 

 

Concerning the issue of whether Christ 

should have worked miracles, the Angelic 

Doctor has given an affirmative answer. Yes, 

it was fitting and necessary that the Lord 

Jesus Christ had realized the great mira-

cles so to have proved his divine mission 

among the people. 
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 Adoramus Te Christe, 
 et benedicimus Tibi: 

 quia per sanctam crucem tuam 
 redemisti mundum. 
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According to St. Thomas, there are two motives 
when God bestows on a person the power to per-
form miracles: 
 
The first and principal reason is for confirmation of 
the truth which that person teaches. When things 
which exceed the human capacity cannot be proved 
with human reasons, they need to be shown with 
arguments coming from divine power, so that in see-
ing the one who performs the works which that God 
can do either directly or indirectly, they people might 
believe that such teaching comes from God. Analog-
ically speaking, upon seeing a letter sealed with the 
authentic, royal seal of the king, such person would 
believe that the content of the letter comes from the 
king himself. True miracle is like a seal of the letter 
which contains divine teaching. 
 
The second motive for miracle is for the revelation of 
the presence of God in the chosen person by the 
power of the Holy Spirit; so that, in seeing such per-
son doing the works of God, people might believe 
that God truly lives in him by grace. Thus, St. Paul 
writes, “The one who supplies the Spirit to you and 
works mighty deeds among you” (Gal. 3:5). 
 
Thus, by one manner or another Christ is manifested 
to others; namely, that God was in Him, not through 
adoption, buy through the hypostatic union, and that 
His supernatural doctrine came from God. There-
fore, it was most fitting that the Lord Jesus Christ 
had worked miracles. Jesus once told a crowd, “If 
you do not believe me, believe the works I do” (Jn. 
10:38). And elsewhere he also said, “The works that 
the Father gave me to accomplish, these works that 
I perform testify on my behalf that the Father has 
sent me” (Jn. 5:36). 
 
It is interesting to observe that when the prophets 
and saints of God performed miracles, they did them 

by the power they had received from God; hence, 
they always attributed such wonders to God and his 
glory. However, when the Lord Jesus Christ worked 
and multiplied miracles, he did them by his own 
proper authority and power since he is God by divine 
nature; thus, Christ often performed the miracles 
with a single word (e.g. Lk. 7:14-15; Jn. 11:43-44; 
Mt. 9:6), with a touch of his hand or cloth (e.g. Mt. 
8:3; 9:20-22; 9:25), or with a simple gesture from a 
distance (e.g. Mt. 8:13). There were also miracles 
that only Christ could do, namely: his birth from a 
virgin mother; his resurrection from the dead, and 
his ascension into heaven by his own power. 
 
There was an objection raised in St. Thomas’ time 
that since Christ, the leader and perfecter of our 
faith, came to save man by faith (Heb. 12:2), mira-
cles would have diminished the merits of the faith, 
for the Lord once said, “Unless you people see signs 
and wonders, you will not believe” (Jn. 4:48); hence, 
it seems that it would have been better had Christ 
not realized the miracles. 
 
To this interesting objection, the Angelic Doctor gave 
the following interesting reply: In so far as the mira-
cles diminish the merit of the faith, they also showed 
the hardness of those who would refuse to believe 
what was contained in Holy Scriptures, unless they 
would see miracles. Nevertheless, it is better that 
they would come to believe and be converted 
through the power of the miracles than to have re-
mained in unbelief. St. Paul once wrote to the Corin-
thians, “Signs are given not to those who believe but 
for unbelievers” (1 Cor 14:22); in other words, these 
are given so that the unbelievers might also be con-
verted to the faith and be saved. 
 
(Ref. Summa Theologica, Part III, Q.43, Art.1, Art. 1 
Reply Obj. 1, Art. 4 Reply Obj. 1) 

Hello Everyone, 
 
It’s my pleasure to announce the opening of St. 
Dominic’s Store!!! 
 

Christ Through the Seasons 
(Continued from previous page) 

St Dominic’s Store Opens! 
 

(Continued on next page) 

St. Dominic’s is our new on-line provincial store.  
The Executive Committee team created this store 
specifically with our two-fold charism in mind – con-
templative and active.  The products we carry will 
serve both the interior as well as the outward life. 
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(Continued on next page) 

 

se chapter members, Carolyn Reese, as Promoter. 
She — together with our Vice President John Kee-
nan, and myself – oversee the “day to day” opera-
tions. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Bob 
and Maria Curtis, and Claire Rogus for their hard 
work in supplying our province with products over 
the years. They have done a great job and have 
served us well. 
 
Please take the time to visit and support St. 
Dominic’s Store. Our hope is that this store will be a 
blessing to everyone who shops there, and an inspi-
ration to draw closer to Jesus. 
 
God bless you! 
Denise Harvey 
President of the Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Happy Shopping!!! 

Some products already posted include: Rosaries, 
medals, pins, crosses and key chains from Santa 
Sabina.  We also have T-shirts, coffee mugs, tote 
bags, and Dominican purses. 
 
Products coming soon include:  Scapulars (large 
and small), books, DVDs, CDs and more. 
 
You can access the store by logging on to:   
 stdominicsstore.com 
 
There is also a link to the store posted on our web-
site. 
 
St. Dominic’s operates in a similar way to Amazon. 
The stock is stored and sent out from an independ-
ent company in Idaho. We set it up this way so we 
wouldn’t put a burden on any member or chapter.  
This also ensures prompt delivery.  Since the servic-
ing company is in Idaho, I appointed one of our Boi-

Store 
(Continued from previous page) 

Praised be Jesus 

“God the Father gathered all the waters together 
and called them the seas or maria [seas]. He gath-
ered all His grace together and called it Mary or 
Maria . . .This immense treasury is none other than 
Mary whom the Saints call the ‘treasury of the 
Lord.’ From Her fullness all men are made rich” - 
St. Louis de Montfort  

 
There are interesting parallels between “the seas” – 
or “Maria” - and our human existence. The sea is 
water. Our bodies need water to survive, and our 
souls need the water of Baptism to live. Jesus’ 
words are “living water” to our minds and hearts, 
which come to us through “Maria”, the sea of pure 
earthly water. On the cross, blood and water flowed 
from Jesus’ heart. The love of Mary flows from the 
Heart of Jesus. 
 
There is also power in the Name of Mary. Next to 
the Most Holy Name of Jesus, the Name of Mary is 
a powerful fortress,  
 

“After the most sacred name of Jesus, the name of 
Mary is so rich in every good thing, that on earth 
and in heaven there is no other from which devout 
souls receive so much grace, hope, and sweet-

This month the Church honors three aspects of our 
Blessed Mother; Her birth, Her Holy Name and Her 
sorrows. Since we are the Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Province, it’s fitting that we focus on the Holy Name 
of Mary. 
 
The feast of the Holy Name of Mary originated in 
Spain during the early 1500s. By the end of the 
1600s it became popular throughout that country, 
and extended into Naples. It was formally estab-
lished in the Church by Pope Innocent XI after a 
stunning victory of the Christians over Turkish in-
vaders in Vienna. (This, of course, echoes the victo-
ry of Lepanto which thereby established the feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary on October 7th. A day that is 
near and dear to all Dominicans). The Holy Name of 
Mary feast remained on the Church calendar until 
1969, when it fell out of use. St. Pope John Paul II 
restored it in the year 2000. 
 
In Latin, the name Mary means “seas”. Many of the 
saints refer to Our Lady as “Star of the Sea”, 
 
“Mary means Star of the sea, for as mariners are 
guided to port by the ocean star, so Christians at-
tain to glory through Mary’s maternal intercession”- 
St. Thomas Aquinas 

 

https://stdominicsstore.com/
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Well Ordered Charitable Giving that Respects the Poor 
 

(Continued on next page) 

hearing it they immediately loosen the 
claws with which they hold the soul cap-
tive…  In the same way as the rebel angels 
fly from sinners who invoke the name of 
Mary, so also do the good angels approach 
nearer to just souls who pronounce her 
name with devotion" – St. Bridget 
 
The Name of Mary is intimately connected 
with our growth and survival, in both the 
physical and spiritual realities of life.  Let us 
then stay close to our Blessed Mother and 
call upon Her Holy Name throughout each 
day. 
 

May God bless you through the intercession of the 
Holy Name of Mary. 
 
In Jesus and St. Dominic,  
Denise Harvey 
President of The Most Holy Name of Jesus Province 
 
 

 

ness. There is not such powerful help in 
any name, nor is there any other name 
given to men, after that of Jesus, from 
which so much salvation is poured forth 
upon men as from the name of Mary… 
The devout invocation of this sweet and 
holy name leads to the acquisition of su-
perabundant graces in this life, and a 
very high degree of glory in the next" – 
St. Alphonsus de Liguori 

 
“The devils fear the Queen of heaven to 
such a degree, that only on hearing her 
great name pronounced, they fly from 
him who does so as from a burning fire" - 
Thomas a Kempis 
 
“ There is not on earth a sinner, however devoid 
he may be of the love of God, from whom the devil 
is not obliged immediately to fly, if he invokes her 
holy name with a determination to repent… All the 
devils fear her name to such a degree, that on 

Praised be Jesus 
(Continued from previous page) 

the best results.  Some common principles are appli-

cable whether giving at the personal level or at the 

corporate level: (1) Never do for the poor what they 

have the capacity to do for themselves; (2) Limit one

-way giving to emergency conditions; (3) Work to 

empower the poor; (4) Subordinate your self-interest 

to those you seek to help; (5) Listen to feedback 

from those you seek to help; and, (6) Do no harm. 

(pp. 8-9, Toxic Charity; Lupton, Robert D.; Harper 

One (2011).   

 

In pursuit of this great Christian call to serve the 

poor, we are called to love, and in love, give kind-

ness and understanding with peace.  In other words, 

show respect to the poor, their rights and their digni-

ty.  In many ways the big business of international 

charities has failed.  

 

To emphasize principled charitable giving, the Acton 

Institute produced a 2014 feature-length documen-

The Gospel teaches us to care for the poor, as it 

states in the Gospel of Luke, at 16:25 to feed, clothe 

and aid the poor, to do what we can to help.  See 

also, Matthew 25: 34-40.  Over the last generation, 

helping the poor has become big business on an 

international scale that includes not only the Church, 

but civil society comprising of individuals and fami-

lies, small organizations and major nonprofit corpo-

rations; as well as government agencies and inter-

national nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)—

not unlike Food for the Poor or Catholic Relief Ser-

vices (“CRS”).  In fact, CRS and Food for the Poor 

do excellent work when aiding the poor with very 

little administrative overhead, as low as 5 to 10 per-

cent.  You can check out these and other charitable 

organizations out at charitynavigator.org.   

 

No matter how effective an organization may be with 

its times and resources, from excellent or mediocre, 

there are key principles with which charities should 

adhere.  The best of intentions may not always give 
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tary film on the global charity business entitled 

“Poverty, Inc.” The Acton Institute [www.acton.org] is 

organized to help reduce poverty by effective under-

standing of human dignity in working with economic 

liberty and political freedom.  As the Catholic Faithful 

are called to know the Faith and to undertake effec-

tive service for the poor; you are encouraged to view 

the documentary.  Poverty, Inc. is available online at 

Netflix or at Amazon Instant Video, or purchase it 

can be purchased online.   

 

If you view Poverty, Inc., listen carefully.  Having a 

heart for the poor is good, but having a mind orient-

ed to help the poor with right order and reason is a 

particular challenge in today’s big business world of 

charitable giving.   

 

St. Theresa of Calcutta, pray for us. 

John Keenan 

Peace & Justice Promoter 

 

 

From the Editor 
 

And when the worldling is a man of good will who is  
otherwise ignorant of the faith, that breath of fresh 
air carries a scent that can captivate, that isn’t for-
gotten, that touches the depths of the conscience, 
where, prompted by preventive [prevenient] grace, it 
grows to conversion, to that encounter with Life that 
brings life heretofore unimagined to the soul. And 
the soul, breathing fresh air for the first time, is also 
inspired to overflow the limits of the self, to share 
this boundless joy with others; to go crazy too!  
 
Again, as St Escrivá says, “You have but little love if 
you are not zealous for the salvation of all souls. 
You have but poor love if you are not eager to in-
spire other apostles with your craziness.” 
 
The world is again plunging into darkness, a danger-
ous time to be crazy, an exciting time to be crazy. 
May the Lord Jesus grant us the strength of St John, 
who stood with Jesus and Mary at the foot of the 
cross. If we fail, like St Peter, dear Lord please give 
us that spirit of repentance that is so necessary to 
get up after a fall and preserver to the end. And do 
protect us, gracious Lord, from the temptation to sell 
out like Judas in the hour of trial, and end in despair. 
 
In the world you will have trouble, but take courage, I 
have conquered the world. (John 16:33) 
 
Mark Gross,  
Editor 

We all have heard the expression (usually attributed 
to Albert Einstein) that “Insanity is doing the same 
thing over and over again, expecting a different re-
sult.”  
 
It is a truism that the world considers the faith as in-
sanity, but a recent canonization of a poor little wom-
an of great faith helps us to re-write the above ditty 
as “Sanctity is doing the same acts of charity over 
and over again for God’s sake expecting nothing.” 
 
Yes, by the world’s calculus, the Christian, if living 
his faith, is giving all he has for nothing; yet we know 
that we are giving nothing that is truly ours in order 
to possess all; our very God Himself. What do you 
possess that you have not received? (1 Cor 4:7) 
 
Madness says the world! The saints, with St 
Josemaria Escrivá, retort “Lord, make us crazy, with 
that infectious craziness that will draw many to your 
apostolate.”  If memory serves, it was M Eugene 
Boylan, in “This Tremendous Lover” who captured it 
perfectly with “The world loves a lover.”  
 
It is in the lover that we see a glimpse of that which 
all men seek. Even though the world loves mostly 
lovers of sin, and promotes them endlessly, at least 
when the lover of Jesus, the lover of God, the lover 
of the Cross comes across the worldling’s path, he 
[the worldling] for a moment has a breath of the love 
that counts, the love that leads to all joy everlasting 
instead of the love that enslaves unto death. 
 

Well Ordered Charity 
(Continued from previous page) 
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time, and to meet many brothers and sisters for the 
first time. Sharing this experience together was a gift 
from the Holy Spirit. 
 
Special thanks to; Fr. Michael Amabisco and Rebec-
ca Mesa from St. Albert’s for their help with coordi-
nating the event, Carolyn Reese our store Promoter 
and assistant Nancy Tuene, Diana Holley our web-
site Promoter, the Benecia chapter, Charo Aguirre 
our photographer, Mark Gross our Editor - and last 
but certainly not least – our Executive Committee for 
their constant hard work and support. 
 
And finally, the perfect way to sum up is with the 
greeting sent to us by Bl. Pier Giorgio’s niece; 
  
 

“Dear Lay Dominicans of the Western Province, 
 
I am writing to send my personal greetings to you 
on the occasion of the 800th anniversary of the 
Order. My uncle Pier Giorgio professed his vows 
as a lay Dominican in 1922 and so he is your fra-
ternal brother. I will ask him to intercede for you as 
you carry out your special lay vocation in the 
world. God bless you”. Wanda Gawronska 

 
In Jesus and St. Dominic, 
Denise Harvey 
 

Lay Provincial Council Meeting and 
Jubilee Celebration 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Thank you for your participation and prayers in mak-
ing the 2016 LPC/Jubilee celebration such a won-
derful event! 
 
It was a weekend filled with joy, community and spir-
itual nourishment.  
 
Our guest speakers did a great job with their presen-
tations; 
 
 Christine Wohar of Frassati USA shared with us 

the life and spirituality of Bl. Pier Giorgio, as well 
as her personal experience with his sister and 
niece. 

 
 Kevin Becker inspired everyone with his person-

al testimony of the miraculous healing he re-
ceived through the intercession of Bl. Pier Gior-
gio.  His case has been sent to Rome and could 
be a cause for canonization. 

 
 Fr. Augustine Hilander enlightened us with his 

presentation on the History of the Order. 
 
 Fr. Francis Le encouraged us to be the salt of 

the earth and a light for the world. 
 
 Sr. Nancy Murray entertained us with her perfor-

mance of St. Catherine of Siena. 
 
But one of the most special moments was when we 
processed down to the Grotto with the Blessed Sac-
rament, praying the Rosary.  
 
It was also a blessing for us to re-connect with our 
brothers and sisters that we’ve known for a long 
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(Continued on next page) 

Today’s feast commemorates the great naval victory 
won by Christian forces over the Turks at Lepanto 
on Sunday, October 7, 1571. Pope Saint Pius V de-
creed that a feast in honor of Our Lady of Victories 
be celebrated each year on that day. His successor, 
Gregory XIII, transferred the feast to the first Sunday 
of October under the new title of the Most Holy Ro-
sary, since it was precisely through the invocation of 
Our Lady of the Rosary, that the victory was thought 
to have been gained. In the reform of the liturgy the 
feast was returned to its original day. 
 
“Mary was full of grace; this grace was poured out 
upon the human race.” 
 
Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. This 
salutation has three parts. The angel gave one part, 
namely: Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you. The 
other part was given by Elizabeth, the mother of 
John the Baptist, namely: Blessed are you among 
women and Blessed is the fruit of your womb. The 
Church adds the third part, that is, Mary, because 
the angel did not say, Hail, Mary, but Hail, full of 
grace. But, as we shall see, this name, “Mary,” ac-
cording to its meaning agrees with the words of the 
angel. 
 
Concerning the first part of this prayer we must now 
consider that in ancient times it was no small event 
when angels appeared to human beings; and that 
they should show them reverence was especially 
praiseworthy. Thus, it is written to the praise of Abra-
ham that he received the angels with all the courtesy 
and showed them reverence. But that an angel 
should show reverence to a human being was never 
heard of until the angel reverently greeted the 
Blessed Virgin saying: Hail. 
 
Mary was full of grace which overflowed from her 
soul into her flesh. For it is a great thing among the 
saints that an abundance of grace sanctified their 
souls, yet the soul of the Blessed Virgin was so filled 
with grace that from her soul grace poured into her 
flesh. Because of this grace she conceived the Son 
of God. Hugh of St. Victor says of this: “Because the 
love of the Holy Spirit so inflamed her soul, the Spirit 
worked a wonder in her flesh, in that from it was 
born God made man.” Therefore the child to be born 
of you will be called the Son of God. 
 

From its beginning the Order of Preachers has 
shown special honor and devotion to Mary, Mother 
of God. The Rosary, which places before us the 
chief mysteries of the life, passion and resurrection 
of our Savior, has been one of the chief ways in 
which the Order has expressed this devotion. Our 
brother, Alan de La Roche (1428-1478) helped to 
define the structure of the Rosary and zealously pro-
moted its recitation. At Douai in 1470 he established 
the first Rosary Confraternity. In 1476 our brother 
Jacob Sprenger established at Cologne the first 
such confraternity which had papal approval. Pope 
Saint Pius V, who had entered the Dominican Order 
at the age of 15, gave the Rosary definitive from in 
its bull Consueverunt Romani Pontificis (September 
17, 1569). Pope Paul VI said that among those who 
promote the Rosary "special mention should be 
made of the sons of St. Dominic, by tradition the 
guardians and promoters of this very salutary prac-
tice" (Marialis Cultus, Of Devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, by Pope Blessed Paul VI, no. 43). 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary 
Feast Day: October 7 
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Mysteries of Christ – 
Mysteries of His Mother 

Our Lady of the Rosary 
(Continued from previous page) 

The fullness of grace in Mary was such that its ef-
fects overflow upon the human race. It is a great 
thing for a saint to possess the grace sufficient for 
his or her salvation; it is a greater thing for one to 
possess the grace sufficient for the salvation of 
many; but the greatest thing is to possess the grace 
sufficient for the salvation of the entire human race. 
This latter case is true of Christ and of the Blessed 
Virgin. For in every danger you may obtain salvation 
through the glorious Virgin herself. Thus it is said, on 
it hang a thousand bucklers, that is, remedies 
against dangers. Likewise, in every work of virtue 
you may have her as a helper. For she herself says: 
In me is all hope of life and virtue. Therefore, Mary is 
full of grace, exceeding the angels in this fullness 
and very fittingly is she called “Mary” which means 
“enlightened in herself.” The Lord will fill your soul 
with brightness. She will illumine others throughout 
the world, and so she is compared to the sun and to 
the moon. 
 
The Lord is with you are the most noble words that 
the angel could heave uttered. Hence, the angel de-

servedly reverenced the Blessed Virgin because she 
is the Mother of the Lord and therefore Our Lady. 
Accordingly she is very well named “Mary,” which in 
the Syrian tongue means “Lady.” 
 
The Blessed Virgin exceeds the angels in purity. 
She is not only pure, but she obtains purity for oth-
ers. Indeed, she is purity itself, totally free of the guilt 
of sin, for she never incurred original, mortal or veni-
al sin. Likewise, she was free from the penalty of sin. 
Because she was immune from these punishments, 
she is blessed among women. Moreover, she alone 
escaped the curse of sin, brought forth the Source of 
blessing, and opened the gate of heaven. It is surely 
fitting that her name is “Mary,” which is interpreted 
as “Star of the Sea,” for just as sailors are directed 
to port by the star, so Christians are guided by Mary 
to glory. 
 
(From the Exposition on the Greeting of the Angel by 
Saint Thomas Aquinas.) 
 
 

 

(Continued on next page) 

The Rosary, “a compendium of the Gospel” 
 
The only way to approach the contemplation of 
Christ's face is by listening in the Spirit to the Fa-
ther's voice, since “no one knows the Son except the 
Father” (Mt 11:27). In the region of Caesarea Philip-
pi, Jesus responded to Peter's confession of faith by 
indicating the source of that clear intuition of his 
identity: “Flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my Father who is in heaven” (Mt 16:17). 
What is needed, then, is a revelation from above. In 
order to receive that revelation, attentive listening is 
indispensable: “Only the experience of silence and 
prayer offers the proper setting for the growth and 
development of a true, faithful and consistent 
knowledge of that mystery”. 
 
The Rosary is one of the traditional paths of Chris-
tian prayer directed to the contemplation of Christ's 
face. Pope Paul VI described it in these words: “As a 
Gospel prayer, centered on the mystery of the re-

demptive Incarnation, the Rosary is a prayer with a 
clearly Christological orientation. Its most character-
istic element, in fact, the litany- like succession of 
Hail Marys, becomes in itself an unceasing praise of 
Christ, who is the ultimate object both of the Angel's 
announcement and of the greeting of the Mother of 
John the Baptist: 'Blessed is the fruit of your 
womb' (Lk 1:42). We would go further and say that 
the succession of Hail Marys constitutes the warp on 
which is woven the contemplation of the mysteries. 
The Jesus that each Hail Mary recalls is the same 
Jesus whom the succession of mysteries proposes 
to us now as the Son of God, now as the Son of the 
Virgin”. 
 
 
A proposed addition to the traditional pattern 
 
Of the many mysteries of Christ's life, only a few are 
indicated by the Rosary in the form that has become 
generally established with the seal of the Church's 
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humanity, in turn, is embraced by the fiat with which 
she readily agrees to the will of God. 
 
Exultation is the keynote of the encounter with Eliza-
beth, where the sound of Mary's voice and the pres-
ence of Christ in her womb cause John to “leap for 
joy” (cf. Lk 1:44). Gladness also fills the scene in 
Bethlehem, when the birth of the divine Child, the 
Saviour of the world, is announced by the song of 
the angels and proclaimed to the shepherds as 
“news of great joy” (Lk 2:10). 
 
The final two mysteries, while preserving this climate 
of joy, already point to the drama yet to come. The 
Presentation in the Temple not only expresses the 
joy of the Child's consecration and the ecstasy of the 
aged Simeon; it also records the prophecy that 
Christ will be a “sign of contradiction” for Israel and 
that a sword will pierce his mother's heart (cf Lk 2:34
-35). Joy mixed with drama marks the fifth mystery, 
the finding of the twelve-yearold Jesus in the Tem-
ple. Here he appears in his divine wisdom as he lis-
tens and raises questions, already in effect one who 
“teaches”. The revelation of his mystery as the Son 
wholly dedicated to his Father's affairs proclaims the 
radical nature of the Gospel, in which even the clos-
est of human relationships are challenged by the 
absolute demands of the Kingdom. Mary and Jo-
seph, fearful and anxious, “did not understand” his 
words (Lk 2:50). 
 
To meditate upon the “joyful” mysteries, then, is to 
enter into the ultimate causes and the deepest 
meaning of Christian joy. It is to focus on the realism 
of the mystery of the Incarnation and on the obscure 
foreshadowing of the mystery of the saving Passion. 
Mary leads us to discover the secret of Christian joy, 
reminding us that Christianity is, first and foremost, 
euangelion, “good news”, which has as its heart and 
its whole content the person of Jesus Christ, the 
Word made flesh, the one Savior of the world. 
 
 
The Mysteries of Light 
 
Moving on from the infancy and the hidden life in 
Nazareth to the public life of Jesus, our contempla-
tion brings us to those mysteries which may be 
called in a special way “mysteries of light”. Certainly 
the whole mystery of Christ is a mystery of light. He 
is the “light of the world” (Jn 8:12). Yet this truth 

(Continued on next page) 

approval. The selection was determined by the 
origin of the prayer, which was based on the number 
150, the number of the Psalms in the Psalter. 
 
I believe, however, that to bring out fully the Christo-
logical depth of the Rosary it would be suitable to 
make an addition to the traditional pattern which, 
while left to the freedom of individuals and communi-
ties, could broaden it to include the mysteries of 
Christ's public ministry between his Baptism and his 
Passion. In the course of those mysteries we con-
template important aspects of the person of Christ 
as the definitive revelation of God. Declared the be-
loved Son of the Father at the Baptism in the Jor-
dan, Christ is the one who announces the coming of 
the Kingdom, bears witness to it in his works and 
proclaims its demands. It is during the years of his 
public ministry that the mystery of Christ is most evi-
dently a mystery of light: “While I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world” (Jn 9:5) 
. 
Consequently, for the Rosary to become more fully a 
“compendium of the Gospel”, it is fitting to add, fol-
lowing reflection on the Incarnation and the hidden 
life of Christ (the joyful mysteries) and before focus-
ing on the sufferings of his Passion (the sorrowful 
mysteries) and the triumph of his Resurrection (the 
glorious mysteries), a meditation on certain particu-
larly significant moments in his public ministry (the 
mysteries of light). This addition of these new mys-
teries, without prejudice to any essential aspect of 
the prayer's traditional format, is meant to give it 
fresh life and to enkindle renewed interest in the Ro-
sary's place within Christian spirituality as a true 
doorway to the depths of the Heart of Christ, ocean 
of joy and of light, of suffering and of glory. 
 
 
The Joyful Mysteries 
 
The first five decades, the “joyful mysteries”, are 
marked by the joy radiating from the event of the 
Incarnation. This is clear from the very first mystery, 
the Annunciation, where Gabriel's greeting to the 
Virgin of Nazareth is linked to an invitation to messi-
anic joy: “Rejoice, Mary”. The whole of salvation his-
tory, in some sense the entire history of the world, 
has led up to this greeting. If it is the Father's plan to 
unite all things in Christ (cf. Eph 1:10), then the 
whole of the universe is in some way touched by the 
divine favour with which the Father looks upon Mary 
and makes her the Mother of his Son. The whole of 

Mysteries 
(Continued from previous page) 
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to faith, thanks to the intervention of Mary, the first 
among believers. Another mystery of light is the 
preaching by which Jesus proclaims the coming of 
the Kingdom of God, calls to conversion (cf. Mk 
1:15) and forgives the sins of all who draw near to 
him in humble trust (cf. Mk 2:3-13; Lk 7:47- 48): the 
inauguration of that ministry of mercy which he con-
tinues to exercise until the end of the world, particu-
larly through the Sacrament of Reconciliation which 
he has entrusted to his Church (cf. Jn 20:22-23). 
The mystery of light par excellence is the Transfig-
uration, traditionally believed to have taken place on 
Mount Tabor. The glory of the Godhead shines forth 
from the face of Christ as the Father commands the 
astonished Apostles to “listen to him” (cf. Lk 9:35 
and parallels) and to prepare to experience with him 
the agony of the Passion, so as to come with him to 
the joy of the Resurrection and a life transfigured by 
the Holy Spirit. A final mystery of light is the institu-
tion of the Eucharist, in which Christ offers his body 
and blood as food under the signs of bread and 
wine, and testifies “to the end” his love for humanity 
(Jn 13:1), for whose salvation he will offer himself in 
sacrifice. 
 
In these mysteries, apart from the miracle at Cana, 
the presence of Mary remains in the background. 
The Gospels make only the briefest reference to her 
occasional presence at one moment or other during 
the preaching of Jesus (cf. Mk 3:31-5; Jn 2:12), and 
they give no indication that she was present at the 
Last Supper and the institution of the Eucharist. Yet 
the role she assumed at Cana in some way accom-
panies Christ throughout his ministry. The revelation 
made directly by the Father at the Baptism in the 
Jordan and echoed by John the Baptist is placed 
upon Mary's lips at Cana, and it becomes the great 
maternal counsel which Mary addresses to the 
Church of every age: “Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 
2:5). This counsel is a fitting introduction to the 
words and signs of Christ's public ministry and it 
forms the Marian foundation of all the “mysteries of 
light”. 
 
 
The Sorrowful Mysteries 
 
The Gospels give great prominence to the sorrowful 
mysteries of Christ. From the beginning Christian 
piety, especially during the Lenten devotion of the 
Way of the Cross, has focused on the individual mo-

emerges in a special way during the years of his 
public life, when he proclaims the Gospel of the 
Kingdom. In proposing to the Christian community 
five significant moments – “luminous” mysteries – 
during this phase of Christ's life, I think that the fol-
lowing can be fittingly singled out: (1) his Baptism in 
the Jordan, (2) his self-manifestation at the wedding 
of Cana, (3) his proclamation of the Kingdom of 
God, with his call to conversion, (4) his Transfigura-
tion, and finally, (5) his institution of the Eucharist, as 
the sacramental expression of the Paschal Mystery. 
 
Each of these mysteries is a revelation of the King-
dom now present in the very person of Jesus. The 
Baptism in the Jordan is first of all a mystery of light. 
Here, as Christ descends into the waters, the inno-
cent one who became “sin” for our sake (cf. 2Cor 
5:21), the heavens open wide and the voice of the 
Father declares him the beloved Son (cf. Mt 3:17 
and parallels), while the Spirit descends on him to 
invest him with the mission which he is to carry out. 
Another mystery of light is the first of the signs, giv-
en at Cana (cf. Jn 2:1- 12), when Christ changes 
water into wine and opens the hearts of the disciples 

(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued on next page) 

dead. Crowned in glory – as she appears in the last 
glorious mystery – Mary shines forth as Queen of 
the Angels and Saints, the anticipation and the su-
preme realization of the eschatological state of the 
Church. 
 
At the centre of this unfolding sequence of the glory 
of the Son and the Mother, the Rosary sets before 
us the third glorious mystery, Pentecost, which re-
veals the face of the Church as a family gathered 
together with Mary, enlivened by the powerful out-
pouring of the Spirit and ready for the mission of 
evangelization. The contemplation of this scene, like 
that of the other glorious mysteries, ought to lead the 
faithful to an ever greater appreciation of their new 
life in Christ, lived in the heart of the Church, a life of 
which the scene of Pentecost itself is the great 
“icon”. The glorious mysteries thus lead the faithful 
to greater hope for the eschatological goal towards 
which they journey as members of the pilgrim Peo-
ple of God in history. This can only impel them to 
bear courageous witness to that “good news” which 
gives meaning to their entire existence. 
 
 
From “mysteries” to the “Mystery”: Mary's way 
 
The cycles of meditation proposed by the Holy Ro-
sary are by no means exhaustive, but they do bring 
to mind what is essential and they awaken in the 
soul a thirst for a knowledge of Christ continually 
nourished by the pure source of the Gospel. Every 
individual event in the life of Christ, as narrated by 
the Evangelists, is resplendent with the Mystery that 
surpasses all understanding (cf. Eph 3:19): the Mys-
tery of the Word made flesh, in whom “all the full-
ness of God dwells bodily” (Col 2:9). For this reason 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church places great 
emphasis on the mysteries of Christ, pointing out 
that “everything in the life of Jesus is a sign of his 
Mystery”. The “duc in altum” of the Church of the 
third millennium will be determined by the ability of 
Christians to enter into the “perfect knowledge of 
God's mystery, of Christ, in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2:2-3). 
The Letter to the Ephesians makes this heartfelt 
prayer for all the baptized: “May Christ dwell in your 
hearts through faith, so that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may have power... to know the 
love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God” (3:17-19). 

ments of the Passion, realizing that here is found the 
culmination of the revelation of God's love and the 
source of our salvation. The Rosary selects certain 
moments from the Passion, inviting the faithful to 
contemplate them in their hearts and to relive them. 
The sequence of meditations begins with Gethsema-
ne, where Christ experiences a moment of great an-
guish before the will of the Father, against which the 
weakness of the flesh would be tempted to rebel. 
There Jesus encounters all the temptations and con-
fronts all the sins of humanity, in order to say to the 
Father: “Not my will but yours be done” (Lk 22:42 
and parallels). This “Yes” of Christ reverses the “No” 
of our first parents in the Garden of Eden. And the 
cost of this faithfulness to the Father's will is made 
clear in the following mysteries; by his scourging, his 
crowning with thorns, his carrying the Cross and his 
death on the Cross, the Lord is cast into the most 
abject suffering: Ecce homo! 
 
This abject suffering reveals not only the love of God 
but also the meaning of man himself. 
 
Ecce homo: the meaning, origin and fulfilment of 
man is to be found in Christ, the God who humbles 
himself out of love “even unto death, death on a 
cross” (Phil 2:8). The sorrowful mysteries help the 
believer to relive the death of Jesus, to stand at the 
foot of the Cross beside Mary, to enter with her into 
the depths of God's love for man and to experience 
all its life-giving power. 
 
 
The Glorious Mysteries 
 
“The contemplation of Christ's face cannot stop at 
the image of the Crucified One. He is the Risen 
One!” The Rosary has always expressed this 
knowledge born of faith and invited the believer to 
pass beyond the darkness of the Passion in order to 
gaze upon Christ's glory in the Resurrection and As-
cension. Contemplating the Risen One, Christians 
rediscover the reasons for their own faith (cf. 1Cor 
15:14) and relive the joy not only of those to whom 
Christ appeared – the Apostles, Mary Magdalene 
and the disciples on the road to Emmaus – but also 
the joy of Mary, who must have had an equally in-
tense experience of the new life of her glorified Son. 
In the Ascension, Christ was raised in glory to the 
right hand of the Father, while Mary herself would be 
raised to that same glory in the Assumption, enjoy-
ing beforehand, by a unique privilege, the destiny 
reserved for all the just at the resurrection of the 

Mysteries 
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his Blessed Mother in glory, they see the goal to-
wards which each of us is called, if we allow our-
selves to be healed and transformed by the Holy 
Spirit. It could be said that each mystery of the Ro-
sary, carefully meditated, sheds light on the mystery 
of man. 
 
At the same time, it becomes natural to bring to this 
encounter with the sacred humanity of the Redeem-
er all the problems, anxieties, labors and endeavors 
which go to make up our lives. “Cast your burden on 
the Lord and he will sustain you” (Ps 55:23). To pray 
the Rosary is to hand over our burdens to the merci-
ful hearts of Christ and his Mother. Twenty-five 
years later, thinking back over the difficulties which 
have also been part of my exercise of the Petrine 
ministry, I feel the need to say once more, as a 
warm invitation to everyone to experience it person-
ally: the Rosary does indeed “mark the rhythm of 
human life”, bringing it into harmony with the 
“rhythm” of God's own life, in the joyful communion 
of the Holy Trinity, our life's destiny and deepest 
longing. 
 
(From Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae (i.e. 
On the Most Holy Rosary of the Virgin Mary) of Pope 
Saint John Paul II. nos. 18-25.) 
 

 
The Rosary is at the service of this ideal; it offers the 
“secret” which leads easily to a profound and inward 
knowledge of Christ. We might call it Mary's way. It 
is the way of the example of the Virgin of Nazareth, 
a woman of faith, of silence, of attentive listening. It 
is also the way of a Marian devotion inspired by 
knowledge of the inseparable bond between Christ 
and his Blessed Mother: the mysteries of Christ are 
also in some sense the mysteries of his Mother, 
even when they do not involve her directly, for she 
lives from him and through him. By making our own 
the words of the Angel Gabriel and Saint Elizabeth 
contained in the Hail Mary, we find ourselves con-
stantly drawn to seek out afresh in Mary, in her arms 
and in her heart, the “blessed fruit of her womb” (cf 
Lk 1:42). 
 
 
Mystery of Christ, mystery of man 
 
In my testimony of 1978 mentioned above, where I 
described the Rosary as my favorite prayer, I used 
an idea to which I would like to return. I said then 
that “the simple prayer of the Rosary marks the 
rhythm of human life”. 
 
In the light of what has been said so far on the mys-
teries of Christ, it is not difficult to go deeper into this 
anthropological significance of the Rosary, which is 
far deeper than may appear at first sight. Anyone 
who contemplates Christ through the various stages 
Ordo Praedicatorum - Jubilaeum 800 (1216-2016) 
OP Saints for October of his life cannot fail to per-
ceive in him the truth about man. This is the great 
affirmation of the Second Vatican Council which I 
have so often discussed in my own teaching since 
the Encyclical Letter Redemptor Hominis: “it is only 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh that the mys-
tery of man is seen in its true light”. The Rosary 
helps to open up the way to this light. Following in 
the path of Christ, in whom man's path is 
“recapitulated”, revealed and redeemed, believers 
come face to face with the image of the true man. 
Contemplating Christ's birth, they learn of the sancti-
ty of life; seeing the household of Nazareth, they 
learn the original truth of the family according to 
God's plan; listening to the Master in the mysteries 
of his public ministry, they find the light which leads 
them to enter the Kingdom of God; and following him 
on the way to Calvary, they learn the meaning of 
salvific suffering. Finally, contemplating Christ and 

Mysteries 
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selves in one place or another, 
for they offer rewards to those 
who will point out religious. On 
November 20th they seized a 
religious of the Augustinian Or-
der on a mountain and three 
days later in this very city they 
caught a Jesuit priest where I 
was hiding and so, committing 
myself to God, at six in the 
morning I fled from the house 
with the help of a disguise. 
 
Last May they captured a lay 
member of the Franciscan Or-
der. So far five religious have 
been taken together with a 
large number of the faithful - the 
number of martyrs was almost 
forty. Last month many were 

burned alive and about thirty were cut to pieces with 
a saw made of reeds. They employ many cruel tor-
tures in an attempt to compel these poor people to 
abandon the faith: some they scald slowly with boil-
ing water until they die from the cold; still others they 
bury up to their waists and with a saw made of reeds 
gradually cut them to pieces in such a way that their 
suffering is drawn out for seven or eight days. Up to 
this point they have treated religious no differently, 
except that they are burned alive by placing the 
wood around the victims in such a way that they die 
gradually, but not from the flames themselves. 
 
I have now come to the point of greatest danger for 
me in this persecution and already have a feeling 
that this is the last letter which I will be able to write. 
Therefore, my beloved father, let us so act that we 
may see one another in heaven for all eternity, fear-
ing no separation here. Let us have no concern for 
this world, for it is our exile and separates us from 
God who is our total good. I say to my dearest sister, 
do not forget to commend me to God. To all my rela-
tives and friends I send greetings. May the Lord 
keep you until you reach our heavenly homeland. 
 
(From a letter of Saint Dominic Ibanez de Erquicia to 
his father written on October 18, 1630). 
 
Ordo Praedicatorum - Jubilaeum 800 (1216-2016)  

Saint Dominic Ibanez de Erquicia and Saint James Kyushei Tomonaga, Priests, 
Saint Lawrence Ruiz, Lay Domnican and Husband and Companions, Martyrs in Japan 

Feast Day: September 28 

On this day the Order commemorates 
sixteen martyrs who labored to estab-
lished the Church in Nagaski, Japan, 
and who were martyred at various 
times during the years 1633, 1634 and 
1637. After enduring horrible tortures, 
they were executed by the method 
known as the “gallow and pit,” their 
bodies were burned, and their ashes 
scattered. Of this group nine were from 
Japan, four from Spain, one from 
France, one from Italy, and one from 
the Philippines. Father Dominic Ibanez 
de Erquicia was the first to die on Au-
gust 14, 1633. Lawrence Ruiz, the fa-
ther of a family and the protomartyr of 
the Philippines, died on September 29, 
1637. Thirteen of these martyrs were 
members of the Dominican Family and 
three were associated with it.  
 
“With God as my helper I will go to all nations.” 
 
Dearest father, I hope my letter will be some conso-
lation to you, since I am unable to comfort you in any 
other way. For I cannot show you my filial devotion, 
nor be of any help to you except before God. In-
deed, I keep you before God in my poor prayers and 
at the sacrifice of the Mass, whether we live or die. 
Likewise, I pray for all my relatives and for the whole 
world that they may receive every good. 
 
Eight years ago I left the Philippines and went to Ja-
pan. For twenty years the Christian community here 
has been persecuted and during this time there have 
been many martyrs, both religious and laity. Today 
this persecution increases more and more and for 
the past two years it has been unspeakably severe. 
Last year at the end of July a cruel governor arrived 
in the city where I now reside. He has sealed off 
every mean of departure by land or sea, lest any 
Christian escape, and has begun to afflict them with 
many savage tortures that he has induced many 
Christians to recant and so abandon their faith in 
Christ.  
 
When the fury of the persecution had subsided a 
little, the authorities tried to seize religious and so as 
a result we have put on disguises and hidden our-
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At World Youth Day, I was reminded how powerfully 
sacred worship can transform our hearts. 
 
The Church teaches that the beauty of sacred wor-
ship can lead Catholics to encounter Christ in a di-
rect and immediate way, and can help us to offer 
fitting worship to God, and through him. By encoun-
tering Christ in beautiful liturgy, we are sanctified, 
filled with heavenly grace, and made icons of the 
beauty of Christ. When we participate in the sacred 
liturgy, we are enabled to live beautiful lives—not 
only for ourselves, but so that we can bring the 
beauty and radiance of Christ to the world around 
us. 
 
At World Youth Day in Poland thousands of pilgrims 
encountered Christ in sacred and beautiful liturgy. 
The organizers of World Youth Day’s English litur-
gies said that their goal was to express that “the 
Mystery of God is always ahead of us, approached 
but never comprehended.” Worship of the Mystery of 
God, they said, should call us to “fundamental humil-
ity.” 
 
Worship calls us to fundamental humility, and brings 
us into communion with the Most Holy Trinity, when 
it is ordered, and reverent, and beautiful. Worship 
calls us into communion with God when it helps us 
become “open to the vastness of God,” expressing 
“the deepest human yearning for the Mystery of 
Love.” 
 
Pope Benedict says that worship transforms our 
lives when, through it, we are “struck by the arrow of 
Beauty… struck and overcome by the beauty of 
Christ.” 
 
Sacred worship, celebrated according to the cus-
toms, guidance, and rich tradition of the Church, can 
lead us to encounter Christ, approach him in humili-
ty, and offer him our lives, in union with his offering 
on the cross, and the sacred offering of Holy Mass. 
Beauty gives way to contemplation. And the beauti-
ful music of the Church’s tradition gives us a path-
way to completing the mystery of God. 
 
When we are moved by the beauty of sacred liturgy 
to offer our lives in union with Christ, the Lord invites 
us to be transformed by the Eucharist, and, as the 
Dominican friars of World Youth Day said, be 

Beauty Gives Way to Contemplation  
Bishop James Conley 

There are times when words cannot express the 
profound meaning of a moment; when silence is the 
only appropriate response to beauty. Times when 
the heart is moved in contemplation, in adoration, in 
wonder, and nothing at all needs to be said. 
 
It was extraordinary to kneel in silence with nearly 
20,000 young pilgrims inside the Tauran Arena 
(temporarily renamed the Mercy Centre), the English
-speaking venue for catechesis at World Youth Day 
in Krakow. To watch as young people spoke silently 
to the Lord. To see thousands of young people 
transfixed, in awe and humility, on the mystery of 
God, made present in the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. I won’t soon forget that experience. And I 
won’t soon forget the power of beauty in the sacred 
liturgy in that arena. 
 
The sacred liturgy at World Youth Day, organized for 
English-speakers by Polish and American Domini-
can friars, was an experience of beauty that touched 
my heart beyond my expectations. I have long 
known that sacred liturgy is an experience of won-
der, as Pope Francis has described so often: a mo-
ment “to enter into the mystery of God, to allow our-
selves to be brought to the mystery, and to be in the 
mystery.” But in Poland, I experienced thousands of 
young people entering into the mystery of God, 
through the power of beautiful liturgy. 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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Enough ‘Comfort Catholicism’ - The Church Must Prepare for Persecution 
Msgr Charles Pope   

Beauty 
(Continued from previous page) 

“transformed by the Eternal beauty of God himself.” 
 
In some places, the importance of beauty in sacred 
worship has been lost. Some are fearful that if musi-
cal styles are unfamiliar, they will be an impediment 
to participation in the Mass. Some are concerned 
that if Mass is not entertaining and stimulating, it will 
not capture people’s attention. Some believe that to 
be “relevant,” the music of the Mass must mirror 
what we hear on the radio, or what we’ve grown up 
with. But the Mass is an entry point into a sacred 
moment: a true entryway into the living presence of 
God. If it seems unfamiliar, it is because the mystery 
of God is unfamiliar. If it is not entertaining, it is be-
cause the satisfaction God gives runs much deeper 
than entertainment. 
 
The Dominican Friars in Krakow reminded young 
people, in the worship aid prepared for each day’s 
liturgy, that first and foremost, the liturgy “is all about 
God, and He’s a mystery.” 
 
The polyphonies, and chants, and antiphons sung at 
World Youth Day were unfamiliar to many pilgrims. 
But they became familiar, because the ancient mu-
sic of the Church is easy to learn, and easy to con-
template. And the Church’s beautiful liturgy trans-
formed the hearts of young people, because it re-

flected the beauty of God. My heart was struck by 
that beauty. And I became convinced, more now 
than ever before, that beauty is “ever ancient, and 
ever new,” it speaks to us all, no matter our for-
mation or circumstances, because it speaks with the 
beauty of God. 
 
May each of us experience the beauty of the Most 
Holy Trinity in the profound, vast, and sanctifying 
beauty of sacred liturgy.  

 
Note: The Newman Insti-
tute for Catholic Thought 
and Culture and the Dio-
cese of Lincoln Liturgical 
Commission will sponsor 
a guest lecture, “The Way 
of Beauty,” at 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 26, at the St. 
Thomas Aquinas New-
man Center, 320 N. 16th 
St., Lincoln.  
 
 

Bishop Conley writes at  the   
Southern Nebraska Register (Link) 

 

(Continued on next page) 

There is a growing consternation among some Cath-
olics that the Church, at least in her leadership, is 
living in the past. It seems there is no awareness 
that we are at war and that Catholics need to be 
summoned to sobriety, increasing separation from 
the wider culture, courageous witness and increas-
ing martyrdom. 
 

It is long past dark in our culture, but in most parish-
es and dioceses it is business as usual and there is 
anything but the sober alarm that is really necessary 
in times like these. 
 

Scripture says, Blessed be the Lord, my rock, who 
trains my hands for war, and my fingers for battle 
(Psalm 144:1). Preparing people for war — a moral 
and spiritual war, not a shooting war — should in-

clude a clear setting forth of the errors of our time, 
and a clear and loving application of the truth to er-
ror and light to darkness. 
 

But there is little such training evident in Catholic 
circles today where, in the average parish, there ex-
ists a sort of shy and quiet atmosphere — a fear of 
addressing “controversial” issues lest someone be 
offended, or the parish be perceived as 
“unwelcoming.” 
 

But, if there ever was a time to wear soft garments, it 
is not now. 
 

The Church of the 1970s-1990s was surely well de-
scribed as the era of “beige Catholicism” (a term 
coined by Bishop Robert Barron, and not by way of 

http://www.lincolndiocese.org/op-ed/bishop-s-column/6569-beauty-gives-way-to-contemplation
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(Continued on next page) 

 

speaking to things that made people feel comforta-
ble, and affirming rather than challenging. If there 
was to be any challenge at all it would be on “safe” 
exhortations such as not abusing the environment or 
polluting, not judging or being intolerant, and so 
forth. 
 

Again, if there ever was a time to wear soft gar-
ments, it is not now. It is zero-dark-thirty in our post-
Christian culture. And while we may wish to blame 
any number of factors for the collapse, we cannot 
exclude ourselves. We who are supposed to be the 
light of the world, with Christ shining in us, have pre-
ferred to hide our light under a basket and lay low. 
The ruins of our families and culture are testimony to 
the triumph of error and the suppression of the truth. 
 

More than ever we need to shift toward being dis-
tinctive from the culture we have refused to critique 
and call to reform. More than ever our faith needs to 
shine brightly and clearly in our churches and com-
munities. 
 

And if a world now accustomed to great darkness 
calls our light harsh, so be it. If our light does not 
shine, there is no light at all. Our Catholic faith is the 
sole and last hope for this world. It has always been 
so. 
 

Simply put, it is time for clergy to prepare them-
selves and God’s people for sacrifice. Seeking to 
compromise with this culture is now unthinkable. Our 
only recourse is to seek to lance the boils. And the 
culture will cry foul. And we who do the lancing will 
be made increasingly to suffer. But we have to be 
willing to embrace and endure such suffering in in-
creasing ways in the months and years ahead. 
 

We are at war for our own souls and the souls of 
people we love. We are at war for the soul of this 
culture and nation. And like any soldier, we must 
train to fight well. We must study our faith and be 
more committed than ever. We must also know our 
enemy and his tactics, and we must be prepared to 
suffer — and even to lose our life. 
 

We have to retool and provide every opportunity to 
get clear about our faith. Sermons and other teacha-
ble moments must sound a clear call to personal 
conversion and to battle for souls and to stop treat-
ing lightly the sinful disregard for God’s law in our 
families and communities. 
 

flattery either). Those of us who lived through that 
era, especially in the 1970s, remember it as a time 
when many parish signs beckoned people to “come 
and experience our welcoming and warm Catholic 
community.” Our most evident desire was to fit in 
and be thought of as “normal.” Yes, Catholics were 
just like everyone else; and we had been working 
very hard to do that, at least since the early 1960s 
when John F. Kennedy was elected. Catholics had 
finally “made it” into the mainstream; we had been 
accepted by the culture. 
 

Church architecture and interiors became minimalist 
and non-descript. Music and language in the liturgy 
became folksy. Marian processions, Corpus Christi 
processions, many things of distinctive and colorful 
Catholicism all but disappeared. Even our crucifixes 
disappeared, to be replaced by floating “resurrection 
Jesus” images. The emphasis was on blending in, 

Prepare 
(Continued from previous page) 
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Prepare 
(Continued from previous page) 

lukewarmness, our cowardice masquerading as 
tolerance, our laxity, our willingness to counte-
nance heresy, sacrilege, blasphemy, and immoral-
ity, even within the Church itself, our eagerness to 
ingratiate ourselves with the secular world … 
(Subtracting Christianity, p. 268)    

 

Yes, I too wonder. From St. Peter to Constantine 
there were 33 Popes. Thirty of them were martyred 
and two died in exile. Countless clergy and lay peo-
ple too were martyred. It is hard to imagine the 
Church in the decadent West being willing to suffer 
so. Surely our brethren in many less affluent parts of 
the world are dying in large numbers. But I wonder: 
After all these years of “comfort Catholicism,” would 
the average American parishioner or clergyman be 
willing or able to endure such loss? 
 

It is time, past time, to retool. It is time to prepare for 
persecutions that will get bolder by the month and 
year. The dark movements that marched in under 
the banners of tolerance never meant it. And having 
increasingly gained power, they are seeking to crimi-
nalize anyone who resists their vision. No tolerance 
for us. Religious liberty is eroding, and compulsory 
compliance is already here. The federal courts in-
creasingly shift to militantly secular and activist judg-
es who legislate from the bench. 
 

When will we as a Church finally say to the bureau-
crats who demand we comply with evil laws: “We will 
not comply. If you fine us we will not pay. If you seek 
to confiscate our buildings, we will turn maximum 
publicity against you, but we still will not comply. If 
you arrest us, off to jail we go! But we will simply not 
comply with evil laws or cooperate with evil.” 
 

Right now, most of us can barely imagine our clergy 
standing so firm. Quiet compromises and jargon-
filled “solutions” will be a grave temptation to a 
Church ill-prepared for persecution.   
 

Call me alarmist or call me idealist, but I hope we 
find our spine before it is too late. It is usually a faith-
ful remnant that saves the day in the Biblical narra-
tive. I pray only for the strength to be in that faithful 
remnant. Will you join me too? Let’s pray and start 
retooling now. Only our unambiguous faith can save 
us or anyone we love. Pray for strong and coura-
geous faith. 

 
National Catholic Register (Link) 

 
 

Our bishops especially need to shift into another 
mode entirely. Collectively and currently they seem 
more interested in protecting what little we have left, 
than summoning the Catholic people to battle. 
Priests too seem loath to summon people to any-
thing challenging or uncomfortable. The image of 
Peter trying to keep Christ from the Cross comes to 
mind. Peter said, “This shall never be for you!” And 
the Lord severely rebuked him saying that he was 
thinking as man, not God, and was in the service of 
Satan.   
 

And what of us? The Church cannot even seem to 
ask people to attend Mass on a Holy Day if it is on a 
Monday or a Saturday. It is apparently too much to 
ask people to come to Mass two days in a row. If 
that be the case, who will summon them to with-
stand and vigorously protest unjust and evil laws, 
even if it means financial penalties or even jail? And 
blood martyrdom? It hardly seems likely that most 
clergy today would counsel readiness for such a 
thing or even be close to being ready ourselves. 
Bishops or priests who do so can expect to be called 
reckless and imprudent in shy and soft times like 
these. The cry will surely go up, “It is not yet the time 
for such things!” 
 

But if not now, when? 
 

Scripture says, If the trumpet does not sound a clear 
call, who will get ready for battle? (1 Cor. 14:8). It 
cannot simply be priests who must make this call. 
Parents and other leaders need to sound it as well. 
Yes, parents need to prepare their children for more 
than a career. They need now to prepare them for 
difficult days ahead — days that will include perse-
cution and even martyrdom if they decide to follow 
Christ unambiguously. 
 

Am I wrong? I sure hope so. But we can no longer, 
as a Church, sit idly by and hope things just magical-
ly get better. As a culture, and even in segments of 
the Church, we have sown the wind, and now we 
are reaping the whirlwind. 
 

Many, these days, like to criticize the Church of the 
past for any number of failings. But I wonder how the 
future members of the Church will remember the 
Church in our times. Columnist Joseph Sobran, writ-
ing over 15 years ago, wondered the same thing and 
wrote: 
 

[Catholics of the future] certainly won’t accuse us 
of excessive zeal. They might be shocked by our 

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/msgr-pope/comfort-catholicism-has-to-go-it-is-time-to-prepare-for-persecution
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In Al [Amoris Laetitia], there are of course expressions which are obviously in conformity with the 
Tradition. But that is not what is at issue here. What is at stake are the natural and logical conse-
quences of the ambiguous expressions of AL. Indeed, they contain a real spiritual danger, which 
will cause doctrinal confusion, a fast and easy spreading of heterodox doctrines concerning mar-
riage and moral law, and also the adoption and consolidation of the praxis of admitting divorced 
and remarried to Holy Communion, a praxis which will trivialize and profane, as to say, at one blow 
three sacraments: the sacrament of Marriage, of Penance, and of the Most Holy Eucharist.  
 
In these our dark times, in which Our Beloved Lord seems to sleep in the boat of His Holy Church, 
all Catholics, beginning from the bishops up to the simplest faithful, who still take seriously their 
baptismal vows, should with one voice (“una voce”) make a profession of fidelity, enunciating con-
cretely and clearly all those Catholic truths, which are in some expressions of AL undermined or 
ambiguously disfigured. It would be a kind of a “Credo” of the people of God. AL is clearly a pasto-
ral document (i.e., by its nature of temporal character) and has no claims to be definitive. We have 
to avoid to “make infallible” every word and gesture of a current Pope. This is contrary to the teach-
ing of Jesus and of the whole Tradition of the Church. Such a totalitarian understanding and appli-
cation of Papal infallibility is not Catholic, is ultimately worldly, like in a dictatorship; it is against the 
spirit of the Gospel and of the Fathers of the Church. 
 

+ Athanasius Schneider (Link) 
 

interfering with the rights of parents, and as with the 
widespread clerical abuse of children and adoles-
cents, add scandal upon scandal to the comfort of 
the enemies of the Church who look upon the 
Church as frankly corrupt. Even worse, is that your 
Program occurs in the reign of His Holiness Pope 
Francis who has promised to deal with corruption in 
the Church. 
 
I entreat you to withdraw the Program from circula-
tion since it is not compatible with Catholic doctrine 
on modesty, chastity, and sexual morality.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
   James Likoudis,  
   president emeritus.  
   Catholics United  
   for the Faith (CUF) 
   Montour Falls, NY 14865 

An Open Letter to the Pontifical Council on the Family 
James Likoudis 

Sirs: 
 
I , as a nationally known American writer on sexual 
education  and the growth of secularism  in educa-
tion, had the pleasure to be one of the invited Dele-
gates meeting in Rome with Cardinal Trujillo who 
was releasing the wonderful document “The Truth 
and Meaning of Human Sexuality”. 
 
It certainly appears that your Sex Education program 
“The Meeting Point: Course of Affective Sexual Edu-
cation for Young People” violates the major princi-
ples and norms of TMHS  intended to safeguard the 
morals of the young and to safeguard Parental 
Rights against the interference of totalitarian States 
and even Church bureaucrats who have foisted im-
moral sex education programs in Catholic schools.  
It is intolerable that such an important Vatican agen-
cy as the Pontifical Council for the Family, should 
itself be involved in violating the chastity of youth, 

http://remnantnewspaper.com/web/index.php/articles/item/2558-bishop-athanasius-schneider-replies-to-the-remnant-s-open-letter-on-amoris-laetitia
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/family/documents/rc_pc_family_doc_08121995_human-sexuality_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/family/documents/rc_pc_family_doc_08121995_human-sexuality_en.html
http://www.educazioneaffettiva.org/?lang=en
http://www.educazioneaffettiva.org/?lang=en
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Just as in the Upper Room, Mary in her heart, with her prayerful presence, 
watched over the origins of the Church, so too now the Church's journey 

is entrusted to the loving heart and praying hands of cloistered nuns. 
(Verbi Sponsa) 

DISCERNMENT DAY   
 
 
 

Have you ever wondered what life is like as a nun? Are you drawn to a life of prayer for the world, for our 
Mother Church and for souls? The Dominican Nuns of Corpus Christi Monastery located at 215 Oak Grove 
Avenue in Menlo Park, CA will host a Discernment Day for single Catholic women ages 18-40 on January 
16th.  RSVP by January 11th or for more information contact Sister Joseph Marie O.P. at voca-
tions@nunsmenlo.org or visit our website at: http://nunsmenlo.org/discernment-days/. The day begins with 
Mass at 8:00 a.m. followed by Divine Office, Adoration, Rosary, Conferences, Vocation stories, and more giv-
en by our Dominican nuns and friars.     
 

God's Blessings! 
Sr. Joseph Marie, O.P. 

Corpus Christi Monastery 
215 Oak Grove Avenue 
Menlo Park CA 94025 
(650) 322-1801 X19 
www.nunsmenlo.org 
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Church of San Marco & Museum 

Additional Resources 
 
Pope Francis 
 

 Encyclical Lumen Fidei (Link) 

 Encyclical Laudato Si’ (Link) 

 The Holy See (Link) 

 Vatican Radio (Link) 

 Vatican Information Service (Link) 

 L’Osservatore Romano (Link) 

 Fides News Agency (Link) 

 CDF on Communion for Divorced-Remarried (Link) 
 

Western Province  

 Preaching Blog (Link) 

 Student Blog (Link) 

 Novice Blog (Link) 
 

 The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link) 
 

- Dominican Supplies 
 

 St Dominic’s Store (Link) 

 
In conjunction with the Dominican Jubilee 
800 celebrations, Museo San Marco, Flor-
ence has kindly agreed to host members 
of the Dominican family throughout the Ju-
bilee Year. Dominican friars, nuns, sisters, 
and laity are invited to sing selected Do-
minican chants in the presence of original 
art of art by Beato Angelico in various lo-
cations of the museum (Cloister of St. An-
toninus, Chapter Room, Refectory and up-
per Corridor). 
 
If you are planning a pilgrimage to Domini-
can Italy, or a visit to Saint Dominic’s tomb 
in Bologna, then why not consider coming 
to San Marco in Florence to engage 
firsthand with Beato Angelico’s original 
works of art, and enhance that experience 
by creating Sounds in the Silence, with 
hymns, antiphons, and responsories from 
the Dominican Liturgical Repertory, many 
of whose texts Fra Angelico incorporated 
into his works of art. If interested in partici-
pating in this initiative, email 
m.dunleavy1@yahoo.co.uk. For further 
information contact: Fr. Michael Dunleavy, 
O.P., Piazza S Domenico, 4 50014, San 
Domenico di Fiesole, (FI) Italia. San Domenico in Bologna 

hhttp://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.vatican.va/phome_en.htm
http://en.radiovaticana.va/index.asp
http://www.news.va/en/source/vatican-information-service
http://www.news.va/en/source/osservatore-romano
http://www.news.va/en/source/fides
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/prefect-of-congregation-for-the-doctrine-of-the-faith-on-communion-for-divorced-remarried
http://www.opwest.org/index.php/homilies
http://students.opwest.org/blog/
http://novices.opwest.org/wordpress/
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
https://stdominicsstore.com/
http://www.museosanmarco.it/
http://www.arcadominici.org/
http://www.op.org/sites/www.op.org/files/public/documents/fichier/sounds_in_the_silence_booklet.pdf
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Born of a Lancashire gentleman s family, he received the 
habit of St. Francis at Douay in 1651, being then thirty-
two years of age. He entered on the English Mission, 
1656, and labored successfully for twelve years. At the 
breaking out of the Gates Plot he was apprehended, and, 
refusing to take the oath of allegiance, was imprisoned in 
Worcester gaol. Of his sentiments then he writes: 
"Imprisonment in these times, when none can send to 
their friends or their friends come to them, is the best 
means to teach us how to put our confidence in God 
alone in all things, and then He will make His promise 
good 'that all things shall be added unto us' (Luke xii. 31), 
which chapter, if every one would read and made good 
use of, a prison would be better than a palace, and a con-
finement for religion and a good conscience' sake more 
pleasant than all the liberties the world could afford. As for 
my own part, God give me His grace and all faithful Chris-
tians their prayers; I am happy enough. We all ought to 
follow the narrow way, though there be many difficulties in 
it. It is an easy thing to run the blind way of liberty, but 
God deliver us from all broad, sweet ways." 
 
"How narrow is the gate and straight the way that leadeth 
to life, and few there are that find it." Mt. vii. 14. 

The Narrow Way 
Ven. John Wall, OSF 1679 

 

 

Blackfriar’s Gallery Opening Reception 
 

Fine Handpress Printing in the  
Dominican Tradition  

 
 
During this 800th Jubilee year we are pleased to 
present this collection on behalf of DSPT and The 
Santa Fe Institute. Please join us in the Blackfriar's 
Gallery and peruse this rare collection of handpress 
items from St. Dominic's press in Ditchling, Sussex, 
England. This exhibit has special importance be-
cause our beloved Michael Morris, OP, together with 
Chris Renz, OP was preparing for it up until his re-
cent death. 
 
Saint Albert Priory (6172 Chabot Road, Oakland) will 
host an opening reception for an exhibit of print ma-
terials form Albertus Magnus Press by Brother Anto-
ninus (William Everson) on Sunday, October 9 from 
1 - 2:30 pm followed by a free concert - Women's 
Antique Vocal Ensemble presenting "Mission Project 
- Music of Europe and Colonial Latin America" in the 
chapel. 
 

(Link) 

https://www.dspt.edu/events
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Novena for Peace to Our Lady of Sorrows 

Most holy and afflicted Virgin, Queen of Martyrs, you 
stood beneath the cross, witnessing the agony of your 
dying Son.   Look with a mother’s tenderness and pity on 
us, as we kneel before you.   We venerate your sorrows, 
and place our request with dutiful confidence in the sanc-
tuary of your wounded heart.   
 
Present them, we beseech you, on our behalf to Jesus 
Christ, through the merits of His own most Sacred Pas-
sion and Death, together with your sufferings at the foot of 
the cross.   Through the united efficacy of both, obtain the 
granting of our petition. 
 
  
To Mary, Our Lady Of Sorrows 
 
To whom shall we have recourse in our wants and miser-
ies if not to you, Mother of Mercy?   You have drunk so 
deeply of the chalice of your Son, you can with compas-
sion receive our sorrows. 
 
 Holy Mary, your soul was pierced by a sword of sorrow at 
the sight of the passion of your divine Son.   Intercede for 
us and obtain from Jesus these petitions if they be for His 
honor and glory and for our good and the good of our na-
tion. 
 
 That our nation’s leaders remove those U.S. Marshals 
who guard abortion chambers and station them on air-
planes to protect innocent travelers, 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows, hear us. 
 
 That our president may call for a moratorium on abortion 
while the war against terrorism is waged, 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows, hear us. 
 
That all those injured in the terrorist attacks recover quick-
ly, 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows, hear us. 
 
That the souls of the departed rest in the eternal peace of 
your Crucified Son, Jesus Christ, 
 
Our Lady of Sorrows, hear us. 
 
That the families of all those lost in the terrorist attack 
may know the comfort of Christ’s constant love, 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows, hear us. 
 
That the parents, grandparents and health care profes-
sionals who kill the innocent by abortion may receive the 
strength to seek Christ’s forgiveness, 
 
Our Lady of Sorrows, hear us.   

 
That the biologists, scientists, pharmaceutical company 
executives, medical school professors and others who are 
involved in the daily killing of the preborn may recognize 
the evil they perpetrate, and repent,    
 

Our Lady of Sorrows, hears us. 
 
That our soldiers, firefighters, policeman, and medical 
personnel will be protected by the grace of God, 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows, hear us. 
 
 Amen. 

  
 
 

 To Our Lady of the Rosary 
  
 O Virgin Mary, grant that the recitation of thy Rosary may 
be for me each day, in the midst of my manifold duties, a 
bond of unity in my actions, a tribute of filial piety, a sweet 
refreshment, an encouragement to walk joyfully along the 
path of duty. Grant, above all, O Virgin Mary, that the 
study of thy fifteen mysteries may form in my soul, little by 
little, a luminous atmosphere, pure, strengthening, and 
fragrant, which may penetrate my understanding, my will, 
my heart, my memory, my imagination, my whole being. 
So shall I acquire the habit of praying while I work, without 
the aid of formal prayers, by interior acts of admiration 
and of supplication, or by aspirations of love. I ask this of 
thee, O Queen of the Holy Rosary, through Saint Domi-
nic, thy son of predilection, the renowned preacher of thy 
mysteries, and the faithful imitator of thy virtues. Amen. 
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By the time the disastrous and punitive Reconstruc-
tion ended in the southern states, as part of an un-
derstanding that settled the disputed presidential 
election of 1876, men of intelligence and reasonably 
good will no longer defended the “peculiar institu-
tion” of slavery. They affirmed, with a defensiveness 
that should not surprise us, that everyone had al-
ways acknowledged it to be an evil. The task now 
was what to do to achieve the common good, given 
that the black man was free and equal to the white 
man under the law.   
 
So I find, in some of my old copies of The Century 
(1884-85), an eloquent and passionate argument 
between two southern men, one decrying segrega-
tion, and the other defending it as something that 
the people of each race were naturally drawn to, 
and insisted upon. And yet the specter of slavery 
lingered in the dark corners of men's imaginations. 
Blacks feared its return, and the habits that slavery 
had long engendered could not be eradicated by 
political change. 
 
What was the evil of slavery? It cannot be merely 
that one man's will was subject to another. If that 
were all, then children would be slaves of their par-
ents, employees would be slaves of their employers, 
enlisted men would be the slaves of their officers, 
and all of us would be slaves of politicians. A Chris-
tian cannot consider the sacrifice of his will, in itself, 
to be evil, nor the unimpeded exercise of his will to 
be good. 
 
“Let there be subordination among you,” says Saint 
Paul, who is speaking not only of husbands and 
wives, but of all Christians. Obedience is the virtue 
whereby a son hears the will of his father, and 
makes it his own. “The Son does nothing but what 
He sees the Father do,” says Jesus. Obedience 
raises the lower to share in the authority of the high-
er, just as the hand obeys the direction of the head; 
the hand is the head's executor. Christians are to 
love one another – and love does not insist upon its 
own; love does not envy any advantage the beloved 
may enjoy. Love speaks the generous language of 
praise, not the squinting language of equality. 
 
What was the evil? It cannot have been service. A 
politician battening upon the public wealth will still 

(Continued on next page) 

call it by the exalted name of “public service.” Even 
he must fool himself into believing that he does what 
he does not to stuff his wallet and to erect for him-
self castles of power, but to benefit his clients, the 
citizens. The harpies of Child Protective Services, 
destroying a family and herding its children into fos-
ter care and misery, must persuade themselves that 
they are serving, not domineering.   
 
The heart of the evil was not something human, 
abused. It was something inhuman; and the inhu-
manity is with us still. 
 
I do not mean simply that it was unkind. Consider a 
bustling slave mart. The huckster brings on the 
stage a “strong young buck, with good teeth,” 
“plenty of smarts,” “clean skin,” and so forth. Then 
“a pretty female,” with “wide hips and a firm bosom,” 
auguring well for a bumper crop of slave children to 
help pick the cotton. My flesh crawls to write the 
words. 
 
The evil is to reduce a human being to a commodity, 
like a prize steer. It is to think of a man or a woman 
or a child as a thing, a product. God made man in 
His image and likeness. We sinners would like to 
raise men like cattle, or to produce men, like articles 
of furniture. 
 
The slave owner had a rejoinder ready. “We treat 
our slaves well,” he might say. “We feed them, we 
care for them when they are sick, we introduce them 
to the faith, we rejoice with them and we mourn with 
them. They are more than slaves to us. They are a 
part of our family.” We need not suppose that all of 
the people who said such things were simply lying. 
Many of them must have believed what they were 
saying. They were not monsters. And that is one of 
the mysteries of evil, that people who are by nature 
no more monstrous than anyone can become ac-
customed to monstrous evil. Yet they can never be 
entirely unaware of it, either. So it's no surprise that, 
after the Civil War, the men and women who had 
had their mouths pried open for buyers to check for 
cavities shied away from the buyers, and vice versa. 
Not a “race instinct,” as the apologist for segregation 
would have it, but bad conscience. 
 

Slavery Returns  
Anthony Esolen 
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Have we learned the lesson? No, man never does 
learn. Oh, we learn it as it applies to the specific 
form of the evil; we are not going to turn human be-
ings into cattle for sale, to help pick cotton. We will 
turn them into cattle for other purposes. 
 
Or into artifacts. Some of my readers will have heard 
of the man suing a surrogate mother (whom he has 
taken out on lease, like a milk cow), trying to compel 
her to thin out the triplet-herd she had conceived by 
him by “reproductive technology.” The evil here 
spreads like a fungus far beyond the vile murder-on-
demand. Or you will have heard of attempts by oth-
ers, especially homosexuals, to mix and match 
genes, so as to produce children of two or even 
three “parents,” just as you would mix paint colors, 
or plan out the moldings on a remodeled parlor. Or 
you may have heard of the doctor in the aptly named 
Netherlands, upon seeing a child with Down Syn-
drome, jesting with sang froid, “Looks like we missed 
one!” Such children are culled out, like misshapen 

Slavery 
(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 

loaves of bread coming down the conveyor belt. 
They are factory rejects, human garbage. The rest of 
us are wrapped up in cultural cellophane and tagged 
with a Grade A. Only the best, you know. 
 
So we speed along like brainless teenagers on a 
debauch, to a new slavery, the manufacture of man-
kind according to the specifications of the makers. 
Perhaps we will grow little ones to provide us with 
healthy organs for harvesting. Who knows? There is 
no bottom to the evil to which man can fall. If there 
were a bottom, that would imply that evil was a thing 
in itself, like matter with an absolute limit of cold, ra-
ther than a privation, a defect of being, a disintegra-
tion. Chaos knows only one limit, and that is nonex-
istence. 
 
God help us. 
 
Anthony Esolen’s article appeared at Lifesite News 
(Link) 
 

Does love sometimes require that we suffer? 
 
Today we commemorate Our Lady of Sorrows, the 
Mater dolorosa movingly depicted by artists such as 
Michelangelo and Pergolisi. The Church puts for-
ward two possible Gospel readings from the 
“bookends” of Jesus’s life for today’s liturgical me-

morial: the presentation of the infant Jesus in the 
Jewish temple after his circumcision (Lk 2:33-35) 
and the exchange between Jesus, his mother, and 
the beloved disciple on the day of his crucifixion and 
death (Jn 19:25-27). The two passages show us that 
the purest love known to mankind was open to pro-
found suffering. They also help us to re-assess the 
way we love God and neighbor. 
 
Mary was devoted to her son Jesus as only a moth-
er “full of grace” could be. Yet Mary’s love did not 
shield her from the cruelties of the “real” world. This 
is apparent from the two cited passages. Consider 
the prophecy uttered by the prophet Simeon just 
days after his birth: “you yourself a sword will 
pierce” (Lk 2:35). From the time of Jesus’s miracu-
lous conception, Mary had the joy of witnessing her 
son shine God’s light in her own family. With the 
start of Christ’s public ministry, Mary saw that pow-
erful light shine wherever Jesus went: the blind re-
ceived sight, the crippled stood and walked, the 
dead were raised, and the poor were afforded due 

The Love that Suffers 
Br John Mark Solitario OP  

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/slavery-returns
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dignity (Mt 11:4-5). But not all would react to Jesus 
with enthusiasm. His ministry exposed “the thoughts 
out of many hearts” (Lk 2:35). Some people, given 
over to sin, preferred darkness to light (Jn 3:19). 
Consequently, Mary suffered as Jesus was treated 
with the criticism and contempt that led to his pas-
sion and death. Her love, aided by a supernatural 
faith, drew her to stand where few of her son’s so-
called amici would. And it is there at the Cross that 
she is given as mother to the disciple who remained 
with him (Jn 19:26-27). 
 
Each Christian is invited to the same deep suffering 
that comes from remaining faithful to Jesus. Today 
quite manifestly, the forces of evil are unleashed 
against those who are devoted to the One who 
brings life and light. The lyrics of the Stabat Mater 
encourage the movements of the heart we will need 
to be steadfast:  
 
“O thou Mother! fount of love! / Touch my spirit 
from above, / make my heart with thine accord: / 
Make me feel as thou hast felt; / make my soul to 
glow and melt / with the love of Christ my Lord. 

 

(Continued on next page) 

Jesus’s Cross is of countless worth. There he dies 
for the redemption of mankind and offers the gift of 
his dear mother. If we receive these gifts with sym-
pathetic and open hearts, we will share in both sor-
row and joy. As her adopted children, Mary will 
teach us that in this life, pure love often suffers. 
Through such love, the blind are given sight, the 
crippled enabled to walk, the dead have life given to 
them, and the poor are treated with the true dignity 
of God’s children. Christian hearts given over to this 
kind of love will rest completely only on that future 
day when all is illumined by God’s light. 

 
Br John Mark Solitario OP entered 
the Order of Preachers in 2013. 
After majoring in Philosophy at 
Christendom College, he earned 
his M. Ed. while teaching as a 
member of Providence College’s 
PACT program  (Link) 

 

 

Book Review: By Knowledge & By Love 
Br Bradley Thomas Elliott OP 

Love 
(Continued from previous page) 

tion that something very similar has happened in the 

20th century field of Catholic morals.  

 

The book is titled By Knowledge and By Love: Chari-

ty and Knowledge in the Moral Theology of St. 

Thomas Aquinas, and the struggle the book ad-

dresses is the classic conflict between the role of 

intellect and will in human action. Sherwin begins by 

recognizing that, where traditional moral theology 

has always assumed a balance between these pow-

ers of the soul in the execution of the moral act, mid-

twentieth century theology did not. According to 

Sherwin, certain thinkers, in a well-intentioned at-

tempt to answer the Second Vatican Council’s call 

Throughout Christian history certain theological di-

chotomies tend to dominate the backdrop, such as 

the contrast between: nature vs. grace, faith vs. 

works, or freedom vs. Divine sovereignty. Though 

their influence is often imperceptible, the force of 

these clashes move like theological seismic plates 

along the landscape of the Christian globe, where 

the collision between these meta-themes, even if 

unfelt to some, invariably form the landscape’s very 

features. From time to time, a veritable subduction-

zone occurs, one extreme dominates its opposite, 

one pole of a theological clash eclipses the other, 

and the both/and balance of classic Catholic thought 

is compromised. It is Fr. Michael Sherwin’s convic-

http://www.dominicanajournal.org/the-love-that-suffers/
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Knowledge and Love 
(Continued from previous page) 

for a renewal of moral theology, 

returned to the sources of the sci-

ence – to those that preceded the 

casuist manuals, to the fathers, 

and to St. Thomas himself – and 

began to reconstruct a theory of 

moral value they believed more 

fitting for contemporary moral anal-

ysis. As well-intentioned as this 

goal might have been, Sherwin in-

sists that this reconstruction, far 

from being a more faithful repre-

sentation of St. Thomas’s true 

thought, was actually a radical de-

parture from it. Far from illuminat-

ing the true sources of moral free-

dom, it rather obscured them. This 

obscuring of morals is a danger 

that Sherwin’s book confronts. 

 

To summarize the problem, certain theologians of 

the 20th century downgraded the role of knowledge 

and the act of the intellect in the moral act, and saw 

rather the act of the will, simplex voluntas, as provid-

ing human action with the totality of its moral value. 

According to these theologians, what one knows is 

of lesser value, or no value, compared with what one 

wills. Simply put, as long as one intends to do good, 

that is, as long as one wills some ultimate good 

through his actions, by that fact the action must be 

judged good regardless of the knowledge or intellec-

tual content therein. This notion can be seen at work 

in the contemporary opinion that, as long as one in-

tends good, or is sincere, or means well, then, by 

virtue of this sincerity, no further moral growth is 

needed. By virtue of these good intentions, any fur-

ther moral formation on the intellectual front would 

be superfluous. Immortalized in popular song lyrics 

of the time, these theologians insist that, in morals 

“all you need is love.” 

 

(Continued on next page) 

As the “and” in title might already 

suggest, By Knowledge and By 

Love is a shattering critique of this 

one-sided shift in moral theology. 

Providing a masterful analysis of 

the role of knowing and willing 

(knowledge and love) in human 

action, Sherwin brilliantly illustrates 

the various errors of these modern 

theologians. Where some suggest 

that charity’s act exists only on a 

transcendental level -- within some 

“fundamental option” toward God 

made before any categorical deter-

mination of action -- Sherwin 

shows rather that the execution of 

the virtue of charity exists at every 

level of the human act; not only in 

a precognitive velle free from intellectual determina-

tion, but more thoroughly in intention, judgment, 

choice, command, and use. Sherwin also appeals to 

St. Thomas’s famed distinction between specifica-

tion and exercise, in illustrating how, where modern 

theologians might insist that moral value is derived 

from a naked act of the will free from the specifying 

role of intellect, intellect and will are rather intercon-

nected at every level of human action. There is no 

act of the will (save the will’s first act, which is by 

nature), Sherwin explains, that is not influenced by 

the directing and specifying priority of the intellect. In 

like manner, there is no act of the intellect that is not 

commanded by the exercising priority of the will. 

Both knowledge and love inform the moral act. Both 

knowledge and love invest human action with the 

freedom and dynamism of self-direction that render 

it morally good. 

 

The anthropological import of the book must also be 

noted. Sherwin’s presentation of the intellect and will 

working together in the moral act reminds modern 

students of St. Thomas that the human soul, alt-
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petitive movement, a tending outward towards that 

which is presented as good and perfective. Sherwin 

explains how this streamlined understanding of love 

solely as an appetitive movement proved to be the 

final tool needed for St. Thomas to synchronize both 

knowledge and love as two mutually intertwined 

movements. From this point of view, nothing can be 

loved as good and perfective, until it is first known, 

and nothing can be known as perfective, until the will 

exercises its command toward the aspect of good-

ness. 

 

These aspects of the book place By Knowledge and 

By Love as undoubtedly one of the great works of 

moral theology in modern times. It is a great gift to 

the Church -- a clearing of the obscurities that cloud 

the air of modern moral discourse. It is an even 

greater gift to students of Catholic morals, particular-

ly those of the tradition of St. Thomas Aquinas, 

providing a systematic, precise, and balanced an-

swer to complex and nuanced problems. As all stu-

dents of St. Thomas know, a small error in the be-

ginning leads to a great error in the end. From time 

to time, the Catholic world wakes up to a conscious-

ness that one of these great errors is upon her. At 

these moments in history, it is the role and duty of 

her disciplined theologians, who are also her loyal 

children, to exercise their skills of faithfully examin-

ing where, when, why, and how such small errors 

might have occurred in the beginning. Fr. Michael 

Sherwin’s By Knowledge and By Love is a shining 

example of one of these faithful sons of the Church 

exercising this duty with the highest degree of skill 

and erudition. It will be a crowning addition to any 

theological library. 

 

Br Bradley, a student of the 

Western Dominican Province, 

writes at To God, About God, A 

Blog of the Western Dominican 

Students (Link) 

 

hough containing multiple powers, is still a unity 

where the full engagement of the whole human per-

son is required for the execution of a moral act. The 

faculty psychology of Aristotle and the scholastics, 

as essential a model as it is for anthropological anal-

ysis, often tempts the theologian to think of the pow-

ers of the soul in isolation, where each is hermetical-

ly sealed from the influence of the others. Sherwin’s 

work is free from this trap. Where students are so 

often in danger of seeing the acts of intellect and will 

as independent, Sherwin’s book presents them 

again as a wedded pair. Where textbook analysis of 

the moral act tends to picture intellect and will as two 

parallel lines between which human action oscillates 

like a bouncing ball, Sherwin instead pictures these 

two lines as intertwined, in a sense, wrapping 

around each other like a double helix between which 

the very genetic code of moral action is carried and 

hinged to both at every stage.  

 

This reclaiming of a balanced understanding of 

knowledge and love is preceded by a stunning his-

torical analysis of St. Thomas’ very notion of love 

itself. Before presenting the relation between 

knowledge and love in human action, Sherwin first 

reveals a development from St. Thomas’ earlier de-

scription of love in his Commentary on the Sentenc-

es of Peter Lombard to his later descriptions of love 

in the Summa Theologiae and Quaestiones Disputa-

tio de Malo. In his earlier writings, St. Thomas de-

scribed love with the language of form; he under-

stood love to be, like intellection, a type of adequa-

tio, a type of reception within the lover of the form of 

the thing loved. As helpful as this understanding was 

for St. Thomas’ earlier analysis and as faithful to tra-

dition as it might have been, Sherwin shows how it 

failed to sufficiently distinguish the act of love from 

the act of knowledge and, consequently, failed to 

provide the correct moving parts by which the ac-

tions of both could reciprocally coordinate. However, 

in his later writings, St. Thomas abandons the lan-

guage of form and speaks of love solely as an ap-

Knowledge and Love 
(Continued from previous page) 

http://students.opwest.org/blog/articles/2015/04/book-review-by-knowledge-by-love
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Francis’s Argentine Letter and the Proper Response 
Elliot Milco  

Last week, Pope Francis sent an official letter to the Ar-
gentine bishops, offering his emphatic approval of their 
proposed norms for the implementation of the eighth 
chapter of his highly controversial Apostolic Exhortation 
Amoris Laetitia. The chapter in question deals with, 
among other things, the sacramental and spiritual status 
of Catholics living in illicit second marriages. 
 
In their draft document, the Argentine bishops provide for 
cases in which Catholics who have been validly married, 
have divorced, and then have entered into a second mar-
riage may be admitted to the Eucharist without practicing 
or resolving to practice continence with the second 
spouse. In some cases, the bishops suppose, abstention 
from sexual relations may damage the familial situation 
involved in the second union, or may simply be unrealis-
tic, so that failures of chastity become subjectively incul-
pable (i.e. not instances of sin). In this they follow the 
somewhat cryptic reasoning of Amoris Laetitia’s infamous 
Footnote 329, which suggests that in some cases, when 
continence is practiced with the second spouse, 
“faithfulness is endangered and the good of the children 
suffers.” (The incoherence of this reasoning has been 
amply discussed elsewhere.) 
 
The Church teaches and has always taught, from St. Paul 
to the Council of Trent and beyond, that grace strength-
ens and liberates us from the bonds of sin, and that while 
we may never, in the present life, be perfectly free from 
the inclination to do wrong, it is possible through grace to 
keep the commandments. This doctrine was given force 
of law in Trent's decree on justification: “If anyone says 
that the commandments of God are, even for one that is 
justified and constituted in grace, impossible to observe, 
let him be anathema.” The same decree explains that 
“God does not command impossibilities, but by com-
manding admonishes you to do what you can and to pray 
for what you cannot, and aids you that you may be able.” 
 
The real problem with the Argentine norms is their devia-
tion from this larger and more fundamental principle: that 
grace truly sanctifies and liberates, and that baptized 
Christians are always free to fulfill the moral law, even 
when they fail to do so. Jesus Christ holds us to this 
standard in the Gospel. It is presumptuous of Francis—
however benign his intentions—to decide that his version 
of “mercy” trumps that given by God himself. 
 
Worse, though, is the scandal and confusion that Fran-
cis's continued teaching on this topic will bring to pastoral 
praxis at the parish level, legitimizing laxism among poor-
ly formed clergy, creating myths and half-truths about the 
Catholic approach to the moral law, and forming ever-
larger numbers of lay Catholics who do not understand 
that sacramental marriage is indissoluble. All of these 

things are already massive problems in the Church, and 
this confirmation of error will only exaggerate them. 
 
So as not to end on a note of despair, I would like to offer 
three words of advice on the proper Catholic response to 
this latest papal confusion. First, it is clear to me that 
Francis is still our pope, and that we are bound by the 
requirements of piety (both spiritual and filial) to will the 
best for him, to pray for him, and to recognize his authori-
ty where it is duly exercised. Please, pray for him. Sec-
ond, we should do our best to form ourselves in the Cath-
olic faith. The easiest way to do this is to read one of the 
old children's catechisms, which were written with clear 
and concise language and designed for memorization. 
The Penny Catechism is a wonderful resource, as is the 
old St. Joseph Baltimore Catechism. Both are tremen-
dously illuminating, especially in confusing times like our 
own. Third, as you study one of these Catechisms, I 
would urge you to contemplate what is said in them, to 
bring it into your prayer, and to share what you've learned 
with your fellow Catholics. 
 
God's grace is what saves us, through faith and the sac-
raments. Worry less about the pope and his muddled at-
tempts at “reform,” and more about what is already given 
and guaranteed by the Church as conducive to the salva-
tion of your soul. 
 

Elliot Milco is deputy editor of First Things.(Link) 
 

https://www.firstthings.com/blogs/firstthoughts/2016/09/franciss-argentine-letter-and-the-proper-response
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From the Chapters 

St Albert, Oakland 
 
 
On May 15, 2016, we had three (3) members who 
made their Life Professions: James Burke, Syida H 
Long, and Maureen Lolonis. 
 
These professions took place at the 9:30am Sunday 
Mass at St Albert the Great Chapel in Oakland. Fr 
John Mullein OP, our Chaplain, presided.  A recep-
tion was held to celebrate our newly Life Professed 
members and to welcome our guests. 
 

“In 2007 I converted from being an ardent Chris-
tian with a Protestant background joining the Ro-
man Catholic Church. My new parish was St. 
Dominic’s in San Francisco. As I learned some of 
the distinguishing features of Dominican life, my 
mind and heart started to resonate. I felt called to 
begin my journey into this family within the family 
of the Church. It was clear that Prayer, Study, 
Community and Apostolate were pillars to guide 
the Dominican Catholic's walk with Christ. I need-
ed and wanted that guidance to be able to live for 
Christ. The Dominicans have greatly embraced 
this enormous adventure of love. Being a Lay Do-
minican accentuates my desire to live it more in-
tentionally. With God’s help, I pray to reflect Him in 
every aspect of my life.”   Ms Syida H Long OP 

 
“When I walked in the front door of St. Dominic's 
Church in San Francisco for the first time, I looked 
around and knew that this was my home. Later as 

(Continued on next page) 

I got to know the Dominican Friars I knew that 
somehow I wanted to be a member of the Domini-
can Family.  
 
So when I professed my life-time promises as a 
Lay Dominican on May 15th, this desire was ful-
filled. It was a very joyful day for me. There was 
also a peace of attaining an important goal in my 
life. I thank God everyday for this blessing. I also 
thank everyone who has prayed for me as I under-
took this journey.  
 
 Now I look forward to the future; to do whatever 
the Lord has in mind for me.”  Mr James Burke OP 
 

 Ms Lynne Angeles OP 
 

 
St Dominic, San Diego 

 
This month the chapter spent time in study through 
the formation program St Thomas Aquinas Chapter 
of the Dominican Third Order, Year A, Unit III pages 
36 – 53. We discussed how we as laity are called to 
“preach.” The first and most important way we, as 
laity, are called to preach is through our prayer life, 
“preaching is an art taught by the Holy Spirit, and for 
that reason the preacher must pray in order to be 
successful.” Our prayer life reflects in all we say and 
in all we do in the world in which we live. Our words 
and deeds reflect our prayer life. To nurture our 
prayer life is to nurture our whole lives which leads 
to preaching the Good News.  
 
Lissa Hutcheson 
 
 

Holy Rosary, Portland 
 
The chapter is participating in the 800th Anniversary 
of the founding of the Dominican Order celebration 
on August 27, 2016 at Holy Rosary Parish from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Dominican Friars Br Michael 
James OP, Fr Anselm Ramelow OP, and Fr Allan 
White OP will give talks on liturgy and devotion, the 
intellectual life, and Dominican preaching. The day 
will include Lauds at 9:00 a.m., Mass at noon and 
Vespers at 5:00 p.m. with the talks and a question 
and answer session in between. It will also include a 
catered lunch. 
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Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of 
Joanne Moore who passed away July 2, 2016, just 
few weeks prior to her birthday. She was born on 
July 20, 1932. A funeral Mass was held at 11 am 
Thursday, July 7, 2016, at St. Anthony Catholic 
Church, Portland. In lieu of flowers, donations could 
be made to St. Anthony Parish or St. Vincent de 
Paul. The chapter offered suffrages for Joanne on 
July 9 with 8:00 a.m. Mass, the Office for the Dead 
and Rosary. 
 
Prayers are also requested for John White as he 
recovers from a stroke. 
 
Ms Roberta Powell OP 
 
 

Holy Trinity, Phoenix 
 
We in Arizona had our common profession ceremo-
ny on August 6. Three chapters participated: Holy 
Trinity Chapter, Mary Mother of Truth Chapter 
and St Mary Magdalene Chapter were together for 
this wonderful time.  First Profession: Ms Kate 
McLaren, Mr Rober Quintenz.  Candidate Mr Hank 
Melzer.  Renewal of promises: Mr Rond Mendivil, 
and Mr Shawn Colomer.  Life Promises: Mr Ken 
Bricher, Ms Jennifer Curtis, Mrs Andrea Walker 
and Ms Vikki Titus-Duvio. The Ceremony for the 
music was done by Mrs Maria Curtis, Ms Jennifer 
Curtis and Mr Brian White. It was a beautiful cere-
mony at St Thomas in Phoenix with Fr Miguel Rol-
land officiating.  
 
Vikki Titus-Duvio 

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park 

Chapters 
(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page 

Arizona professions 
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In July, we welcomed our new Chaplain, Fr.Allen 
Duston OP.  Fr. Allen is currently the chaplain to the 
Nuns at Corpus Christi monastery.  Most recently, 
he served as the Director of the St Jude Shrine in 
San Francisco from 2011-2015. He received his 
doctorate in Canon Law from the Angelicum and 
was later appointed as Vicar Provincial of the West-
ern Province and President of the Dominican School 
of Philosophy and Theology. In 1994, he returned to 
Rome where he served as the Director of Develop-
ment of the Vatican Museums and helped restore 
the Sistine Chapel.  
 
On August 6, 2016, our chapter attended the Domin-
ican Laity’s Jubilee celebration held at St. Albert’s 
Priory. We enjoyed talks by our friars, Fr Francis Le 
OP, our Provincial Promoter and by Fr Augustine 
Hilander OP as well as by guest speakers from the 
Frassati Institute. We also enjoyed a one-act play of 
St. Catherine of Siena performed by Sr Nancy Mur-
ray OP.  We gathered in the Chapel to renew our 
promises after which we had a Eucharistic proces-
sion and Rosary to Our Lady’s Grotto. We are grate-
ful to the DLPC, especially to Denise Harvey, Presi-
dent of the DLPC for organizing this wonderful 
event. 
 
On August 12-14, 2016, our chapter had our annual 
retreat at St. Albert’s Priory.  Our retreat master was 
Fr Joseph Sergott OP, Vicar Provincial of the 

Western Dominican Province.  In celebration of the 
800th jubilee of the Order, the theme of our retreat 
was “To Praise, to Bless, to Preach as Disciples of 
Jesus”.  Fr Joseph discussed what it means to be a 
disciple and how God calls each of us by name, 
providing His grace to be who we should be as disci-
ples. He says that the disciple, in choosing to live in 
God, praises God.  To praise is to elevate our pray-
ers in the highest form.  We can bless others by our 
actions as well as through our intercessory prayers 
and all of us who are baptized are called to preach, 
he adds. Fr Joseph says that preaching also in-
volves listening like St. Dominic listened and con-
verted the heretic.  Eternal happiness is the final 
goal of preaching and the life of the Dominican Laity 
is lived in the “marketplace”.  
 
Elections were held at the conclusion of our retreat 
and the incumbents were re-elected to a second 
term for a period of three years.  We will have our 
installations in October. 
 
Prioress:  Maria Rosario (Charo) Aguirre       
Formation Dir:  Lorna Salgado-Achondoa 
Secretary:    Gloria Serpa                                    
Treasurer:    Andrea Nafrada 
DLPC Rep:   Richard De Lorimier 
 
Charo Aguirre 

Chapters 
(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 
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Blessed Margaret of Castello, Boise 
 
Last year Gary Sims asked the chapters to assist 
the St Martin de Porres Charity Hospital in Manila, 
Philippines, with fund raising.  This August the chap-
ter held a second annual Philippine fund raiser din-
ner for the hospital, which was founded by and run 
by Lay Dominicans for over 50 years. 
 
The following letter of acknowledgement was re-
ceived: 
 
A big thank you to the Filipino American Association 
of Idaho and the Idaho Lay Dominicans! 
 
 And Alleluia!........There is an inward remittance to-
day in the amount Php 66,600.25 to our account.   
    
This is a most welcome gift.  St Martin de Porres 
Charity Hospital had just finished its electrical re-
wiring for the whole hospital.  The next project is the 
installation of the water sprinkler in the whole hospi-
tal.  The water sprinkler is a compulsory requirement 
of the fire department.   
 

Safety for everyone and the hospital is our battle cry.  
 
The 2nd floor was partially renovated last year and 
part of the 3rd floor is now undergoing renovation.   
 
These projects were made possible by people with 
generous big hearts like you - here and abroad!    
 
St Martin de Porres Charity Hospital will celebrate its 
57th anniversary on September 27, 2016.  There will 
be a free clinic for the day  - tooth extraction by the 
Dental Dept; blood exam and ECG by the Internal 
Medicine Dept; pap smear and osteoporosis screen-
ing by the OB-GYNE Dept; well baby immunization 
by the Pedia Dept; excision and minor surgery by 
the Surgery Dept; cataract screening by the Oph-
thalmology Dept; and hearing test by the ENT Dept. 
 
This is all for now and our warmest regards to you 
all! 
 
Gratefully yours, 
 
Lourdes 
Happy Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross! 

Chapters 
(Continued from previous page) 
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Contact Truth Be Told 
mark.gross.op@gmail.com 

1605 N Eagle Creek Way 
Eagle, ID 83616 

 
  Please notify by email if you would like to  
 be added to the regular emailing list. 

  There is no subscription fee.   
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://oplaitywest.org/newsletters).  Deadline for contri-
butions is one week before the end of the month (but 
preferably by the 15th of the prior month). 
 
Editor – Mark Gross 
 

Submissions to the Editor 
 
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church.   

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.      -St. Maximus the Confessor 

Mary, our mother 

And mother of the Redeemer, 

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea, 

Come to the aid of your people, 

Who have sinned, 

Yet also yearn to rise again! 

Come to the Church’s aid, 

Enlighten your devoted children, 

Strengthen the faithful throughout the world, 

Let those who have drifted  

Hear your call, 

And may they who live as prisoners of evil 

Be converted! 
Pope John Paul II 

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls. 

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort 

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.” 

 

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8 

http://oplaitywest.org/newsletters/

