Truth Be Told
Bringing Christ to the World
Issue 8

Newsletter of the Dominican Laity

Jan-Feb 2010

Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus

Urbi et Orbi Message
of His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI
Christmas 2009
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Rome and throughout the world, and all men and women, whom the
Lord loves!
“Lux fulgebit hodie super nos,
quia natus est nobis Dominus.
A light will shine on us this day,
the Lord is born for us”
The liturgy of the Mass at Dawn reminded us that
the night is now past, the day has begun; the
light radiating from the cave of Bethlehem shines
upon us.
The Bible and the Liturgy do not, however, speak
to us about a natural light, but a different, special
light, which is somehow directed to and focused
upon “us”, the same “us” for whom the Child of
Bethlehem “is born”. This “us” is the Church, the
great universal family of those who believe in
Christ, who have awaited in hope the new birth of
the Savior, and who today celebrate in mystery
the perennial significance of this event.
At first, beside the manger in Bethlehem, that
“us” was almost imperceptible to human eyes. As
the Gospel of Saint Luke recounts, it included, in
addition to Mary and Joseph, a few lowly shepherds who came to the cave after hearing the
message of the Angels. The light of that first
Christmas was like a fire kindled in the night. All
about there was darkness, while in the cave
there shone the true light “that enlightens every
man” (Jn 1:9). And yet all this took place in simplicity and hiddenness, in the way that God works
in all of salvation history. God loves to light little
lights, so as then to illuminate vast spaces. Truth,
and Love, which are its content, are kindled
Continued on page 2)
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wherever the light is welcomed; they then radiate in concentric circles, as if by contact, in the hearts and minds of
all those who, by opening themselves freely to its splendor, themselves become sources of light. Such is the history of the Church: she began her journey in the lowly
cave of Bethlehem, and down the centuries she has become a People and a source of light for humanity. Today
too, in those who encounter that Child, God still kindles
fires in the night of the world, calling men and women
everywhere to acknowledge in Jesus the “sign” of his saving and liberating presence and to extend the “us” of
those who believe in Christ to the whole of mankind.
Wherever there is an “us” which welcomes God’s love,
there the light of Christ shines forth, even in the most difficult situations. The Church, like the Virgin Mary, offers the
world Jesus, the Son, whom she herself has received as
a gift, the One who came to set mankind free from the
slavery of sin. Like Mary, the Church does not fear, for
that Child is her strength. But she does not keep him for
herself: she offers him to all those who seek him with a
sincere heart, to the earth’s lowly and afflicted, to the victims of violence, and to all who yearn for peace. Today
too, on behalf of a human family profoundly affected by a
grave financial crisis, yet even more by a moral crisis, and
by the painful wounds of wars and conflicts, the Church,
in faithful solidarity with mankind, repeats with the shepherds: “Let us go to Bethlehem” (Lk 2:15), for there we
shall find our hope.
The “us” of the Church is alive in the place where Jesus
was born, in the Holy Land, inviting its people to abandon
every logic of violence and vengeance, and to engage
with renewed vigor and generosity in the process which
leads to peaceful coexistence. The “us” of the Church is
present in the other countries of the Middle East. How can
we forget the troubled situation in Iraq and the “little flock”
of Christians which lives in the region? At times it is subject to violence and injustice, but it remains determined to
make its own contribution to the building of a society opposed to the logic of conflict and the rejection of one’s
neighbor. The “us” of the Church is active in Sri Lanka, in
the Korean peninsula and in the Philippines, as well as in
the other countries of Asia, as a leaven of reconciliation
and peace. On the continent of Africa she does not cease
to lift her voice to God, imploring an end to every injustice
in the Democratic Republic of Congo; she invites the citizens of Guinea and Niger to respect for the rights of every
person and to dialogue; she begs those of Madagascar to
overcome their internal divisions and to be mutually accepting; and she reminds all men and women that they
are called to hope, despite the tragedies, trials and difficulties which still afflict them. In Europe and North America, the “us” of the Church urges people to leave behind
the selfish and technicist mentality, to advance the common good and to show respect for the persons who are
most defenseless, starting with the unborn. In Honduras

she is assisting in process of rebuilding institutions;
throughout Latin America, the “us” of the Church is a
source of identity, a fullness of truth and of charity which
no ideology can replace, a summons to respect for the
inalienable rights of each person and his or her integral
development, a proclamation of justice and fraternity, a
source of unity.
In fidelity to the mandate of her Founder, the Church
shows solidarity with the victims of natural disasters and
poverty, even within opulent societies. In the face of the
exodus of all those who migrate from their homelands and
are driven away by hunger, intolerance or environmental
degradation, the Church is a presence calling others to an
attitude of acceptance and welcome. In a word, the
Church everywhere proclaims the Gospel of Christ, despite persecutions, discriminations, attacks and at times
hostile indifference. These, in fact, enable her to share
the lot of her Master and Lord.
Dear Brothers and Sisters, how great a gift it is to be part
of a communion which is open to everyone! It is the communion of the Most Holy Trinity, from whose heart Emmanuel, Jesus, “God with us”, came into the world. Like
the shepherds of Bethlehem, let us contemplate, filled
with wonder and gratitude, this mystery of love and light!
Happy Christmas to all!
© Copyright 2009 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Homily of His Holiness Benedict XVI
Christmas Eve 2009
[T]he glory of God is peace. Wherever he is, there is
peace.
He is present wherever human beings do not attempt,
apart from him, and even violently, to turn earth into
heaven. He is with those of watchful hearts; with the humble and those who meet him at the level of his own
"height," the height of humility and love.
To these people he gives his peace, so that through
them, peace can enter this world.
The medieval theologian William of Saint Thierry once
said that God -- from the time of Adam -- saw that his
grandeur provoked resistance in man, that we felt limited
in our own being and threatened in our freedom. There(Continued on next page
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fore God chose a new way. He became a child. He made
himself dependent and weak, in need of our love.
Now, this God who has become a child says to us: you
can no longer fear me, you can only love me.
With these thoughts, we draw near this night to the child
of Bethlehem -- to the God who for our sake chose to become a child. In every child we see something of the
Child of Bethlehem. Every child asks for our love.
This night, then, let us think especially of those children
who are denied the love of their parents. Let us think of
those street children who do not have the blessing of a
family home, of those children who are brutally exploited
as soldiers and made instruments of violence, instead of
messengers of reconciliation and peace. Let us think of

those children who are victims of the industry of pornography and every other appalling form of abuse, and thus are
traumatized in the depths of their soul.
The Child of Bethlehem summons us once again to do
everything in our power to put an end to the suffering of
these children; to do everything possible to make the light
of Bethlehem touch the heart of every man and woman.
Only through the conversion of hearts, only through a
change in the depths of our hearts can the cause of all
this evil be overcome, only thus can the power of the evil
one be defeated. Only if people change will the world
change; and in order to change, people need the light that
comes from God, the light which so unexpectedly entered
into our night.
© Copyright 2009 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana

Praised Be Jesus!
A Happy New Year to you, and to your families. I pray
that God will bless us all, and our Order, with the Graces
that are necessary to fulfill our mission. But what is our
mission? Individually, we each have a specific mission in
our life. We live that out daily through the state God has
called us to; religious, married or single. We also live out
our particular mission through the work God has called
each of us to. But the Western Province also has a collective mission: to be a true Dominican and a true American.
We are twice blessed to be members of this great Order
and citizens of this great country. To know for sure if
we’re truly living out our mission, we have to go back to
the original intent.
Our blessed father Dominic founded the Order for the
mission of preaching. While the other aspects of our Dominican life are important and essential, preaching is what
makes us Dominicans. Bl. Jordan of Saxony writes;
“They petitioned the Lord Pope Innocent to confirm for
Brother Dominic and his disciples an Order that would be
an Order of Preachers”
We must preach. A writer must write. A singer must sing.
A Dominican must preach. As lay members we are called
to preach not in pulpits, but in the normal routine of our
daily life. Just before Christmas, I went into a store to buy
some presents and after I had paid the saleslady handed
me the bag and said, “happy holidays”. I responded by
wishing her a Merry Christmas. I also mentioned that I
wasn’t shopping for “happy holiday day” but for Christ-

mas, as I was celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus. A
very interesting thing happened next. She looked at me
with tears in her eyes, and said they make her say that,
but she doesn’t want to. And she went on to thank me for
saying what she felt she couldn’t. Not only that, but there
were several people behind me in line who started saying
things like; “I feel the same way too” or “it’s terrible what’s
happening”. And before I knew it, there were five or six
people wishing each other a Merry Christmas and talking
about Jesus. We cannot be afraid to offend. We must be
committed to inspire. Our father Dominic writes;
“Seed when scattered fructifies, when hoarded, rots”.
On December 22, 1216, Honorius III granted a bull of
confirmation, approving the Order as a body of Canons
Regular. He addressed its members as;
“Christ’s unconquered athletes, armed with the shield of
faith and the helmet of salvation. Fearing not those who
can kill the body, you valiantly thrust the Word of God,
which is keener than any two-edged sword, against the
foes of the faith”.
Preaching remains our special mission and duty. Our
prayer life and adherence to the Rule and Particular Directory support our preaching life. St. Timothy exhorts us;
“Preach the Word: be instant in season and out of season. For there shall be a time, when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but, according to their own desires, they
will heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and
(Continued on next page)
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will indeed turn away their hearing from the truth, but will
be turned unto fables” (2 Timothy 4:2-4).
And indeed, in our world today, so many will not endure
sound doctrine. They have rejected the Truth and run
after half-truths or fables. It has even come to the point
where the Word of God is considered a fable. Jesus is no
fable. He is our everything. Without Him, there is nothing. Even in our own country, which is founded on the
Judeo-Christian principles, The Word is not honored.
Which brings us to the second part of our mission: to be a
true American. The two missions are actually linked to
each other. To be a true American is to be a true Christian Dominican.
Charles Carrollton, who was the last living signer of the
Declaration of Independence, and the only Catholic
among the signers, writes;
“Without morals a republic cannot subsist any length of
time; they therefore, who are decrying the Christian religion, whose morality is so sublime and pure, which denounces against the wicked, the eternal misery, and insures to the good eternal happiness, are undermining the
solid foundations of morals, the best security for the duration of free governments”.
To preserve a free country, we must preach the Word of
God. We must insist, as a true Dominican and a true

American, that the good that was begun in this country
two hundred years ago, has the right to continue. Freedom of religion, and its expression, is a gift from God and
we must be its guardians. George Washington himself
insisted on this and was not tolerant of Catholic bashing.
There was a ritual in the troops among some of the Protestant soldiers to observe “Pope’s Day”, which consisted
of denouncing the Catholic faith and tradition. To this our
first President wrote;
“As the Commander in Chief I have been apprized of a
design formed for the observance of that ridiculous and
childish custom of burning the effigy of the Pope. I cannot
help expressing my surprise that there should be officers
and soldiers in this army so void of common sense as not
to see the impropriety of such a step at this juncture. At
such a juncture and in such circumstances, to be insulting
their religion is not to be suffered or excused”.
By truly living out well our missions of being a true Dominican and true American, together, we can bring The
Word made flesh back where He belongs; on the hearts,
minds and lips of everyone.
In Jesus and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey
Vice President

From the Editor
A new year is upon us, dawning on a new liturgical year
well under way. We have entered into the unity of the
Holy Family, model of that foundational human love and
communion upon which all human society is built; so fragile, yet so enduring, elevated to and offering us a participation in the life of the Holy Trinity. And this relationship
between God and man, lived out to this day in His Mystical Body, the Church, is a sign for all of the love of God
for man, a love uncompromising and to the end. Pure
and unblemished, yet obscured by us who have put on
Christ.
And thus it is with great joy that we can see our Holy Father, Benedict XVI, boldly and with bold and fearless charity reaching out to the Anglicans, Russian Orthodox, and
Society of St. Pius X, that the wounds in the body of
Christ be healed, that Jesus’ prayer be lived: “I pray not
only for them, but also for those who will believe in me
through their word, so that they may all be one, as you,
Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in
us, that the world may believe that you sent me.” (Jn
17:20-21)
Truth Be Told 8

The Divine Office closes the year with such succinctness:
May those who are born, not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God, offer to the
Father their harmony as sons united in peace; and may
all those whom he has adopted as his members meet in
the firstborn of the new creation who came not to do his
own will but the will of the one who sent him; for the
grace of the Father has adopted as heirs neither the
contentious nor the dissident, but those who are one in
thought and love. The hearts and minds of those who
have been reformed according to one and the same
image should be in harmony with one another. The
birthday of the Lord is the birthday of peace, as Paul the
Apostle says: For he is our peace, who has made us
both one.
St Leo the Great, Office of Readings, Dec 31
Christ’s peace be with you,
Mark Gross
Editor
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From the President
A belated wish for a very merry Christmas season and
New Year to all of my brothers and sisters in St. Dominic!
I trust and pray that our Lord will keep us all in His abundant grace and mercy and that 2010 becomes a year of
great success for the mission of the Order and particularly
for our chapters in the Western Province.
Many of you have visited our provincial website over the
last many months and have seen the upgrades that have
been accomplished. Personally, I am proud of what our
webmaster, Brian Dragoo, has done there and I’d like to
publicly commend him for his outstanding work. If you
haven’t visited our website in a while, do go there and see
for yourself: http://laydominicanswest.org/ .
A number of folks have asked why we no longer carry
names and contact information on the website. There
were a number of folks who had asked to have their
names and personal information removed for both security and spam reasons and it became impractical to list
some names and not others. Inquiries now default to one
email address and are sorted and processed and either
passed along to a chapter’s moderator or LPC rep for further handling, or answered directly, usually because the
writer is not where there is any Dominican presence.

Why either chapter moderator or LPC Rep? That’s because our chapter database is not always up to date and
local elections have changed the landscape. A gentle
reminder: we do not always hear from chapters when
elections have occurred and are able to communicate
only to the extent that we know who has assumed new
duties. To those chapter secretaries who routinely send
minutes, thank you. To all chapter secretaries: I’d be
grateful if you’d send a recent roster of your council, along
with contact information.
But, back to the website. Periodically, we get requests for
this or that to be made available there. I’d be curious to
know what you’d like to see there and so invite your suggestions. Please send them to tonyg@teleport.com .
There are limitations as to what can be done with our
website, but, for sure, if nobody but you knows what your
good idea is then it’s increasingly unlikely we’ll be able to
put it to use.
Many thanks in advance!
In St. Dominic,
Tony Galati

From the DLIPC Representative
What and Where to Preach
In the last issue we looked at the question: Why do we
preach? The answer is shorter than the question: To save
souls. How do we save souls through preaching? That
answer is just as succinct: By preaching the Truth. Just as
in the revised name of this newsletter -- Truth be Told:
Bringing Christ to the World. We are called to save souls
by preaching the Truth. This may seem simplistic, but
many of us have experienced episodes where the Truth
was obscured, if not out right distorted. Often Truth is a
casualty to a misunderstood "tolerance," and
"acceptance" --- or a victim to fad of the day. Where to
preach is just as straight forward -- in the everyday contacts with our families and where we encounter others in
the marketplace (be it work, commerce, or play).
First and foremost we preach to our families. Our breakfast, lunch, and dinner tables are golden opportunities to
share the Truth of the Faith with our loved ones. These
wonderful preaching moments are incredible opportunities
to form our children who are the future. This is not another cliché to toss off as a throw-away line for political

convenience. Our children are our future, the Church's
future, the world's future. Their influence will be local, for
some it will be regional, and maybe national. There may
be a future world leader at your breakfast table. Their introduction to the Truth will come from you. To use another
cliché: it is an awesome responsibility.
We also called to bring the Truth to the marketplace. Our
day-to-day encounters present a myriad of opportunities
to share the Truth. From our job sites to the encounter
with the clerk at the checkout counter we should always
be prepared to defend and/or promote, the Truth. For
every "Have a nice day" we are greeted with there is a
"preachable moment" to respond with "God Bless You."
This little statement of the central place of God in our
daily live is an important, even crucial, opportunity to uphold the Truth.
These opportunities within our vocation to the laity complements God's design. They are consistent with our calling. In very simple terms we should remember which side
(Continued on next page )
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of the sanctuary we belong. There are many rooms in Our
Father's house, we should focus on occupying our rooms,
not others. That we all have a role and place in the Lord's
design reflects its beauty. Those with consecrated hands
and those who receive the greatest gift of all from those
hands: our Lord and Savior, soul and divinity. We should
constantly strive to complement that design.
We are called to be in the world. To help convert the
world. Just as our bodies need nourishment to remain
physically strong, we need spiritual food to remain spiritually strong. That means living our Rule and Particular Directory, which includes regular prayer, study, and contemplation. Prayer is essential-- the Office and the Rosary to
dispose us to fruitful study and contemplation. Study and
contemplation is necessary to lead us to be both receptive to the Spirit and to be able to answer questions and
challenges we may find in the marketplace. In contemplation we are first preaching to ourselves. We are disposing
ourselves to God's word and influence to the Truth displayed before us and preparing ourselves to share that
Truth in the world around us. That "preaching" is no small
matter. It is in fact our calling, our vocation -- to preach
consistent with our state in life. We must respect and
honor where our Lord has placed us, i.e., as laity -- not
ordained, not liturgical, but lay.
There is honor in our vocation as laity. By being faithful to
the teaching of Holy Mother Church, those of us called to

the married state and blessed with children are providing
for the future life of the Church.
It is essential to be are prepared for those "preachable
moments" in our daily lives where we can defend and promote the Truth. Let us pursue preaching that is consistent
with our calling and our state in life by focusing on what
and who we are called to be. In doing that we will cooperate with our Father's plan, rather than try to conform His
design to our will. We will avoid results are more likely to
end in chaos rather than the harmony we should be seeking. Our beloved Order should reflect the order of beauty
and Holy Mother Church; should reflect the beauty of
Truth.
Our "preaching" should always promote the Truth. It
should be consistent with our state in life (within the
church and the world--both professional and familial). Just
I would not propose to deliver a technical speech to a
conference of neurologists nor would I propose to teach
the Faith within a liturgical context. Just as I can not stand
in the place of a neurologist, I cannot stand in persona
Christi. Our message must complement the context within
which the message is delivered. We should focus on
sharing the Truth, first and foremost, within our family and
then the marketplace we find ourselves.
Gary Sims
DLIPC Representative

From the Social Justice Promoter
MARCH FOR LIFE. In the coming weeks, recognizing the U.S. Supreme Court decision in the matter of Roe v. Wade
[410 U.S. 113 (1973)] and its companion case, Doe v. Bolton [410 U.S. 179 (1973)] permitting the legal commission of
abortion, many social justice and pro-life organizations will be holding marches for Life around the Province. Please take
the time to show your support for the most innocent persons among us by attending a local March for Life.
I. Report from the lay Promoter of
JUSTICE & PEACE AND CARE OF CREATION

protected from harm, that any person found guilty of
any heinous crime should not suffer the death penalty.

The North American Dominican Promoters for Justice and
Peace [NADPJP] held their triennial meeting last June,
2009 in Adrian, Michigan. The following list of recommendations from the Western Dominican Province was provided to all the attendees for their consideration:
1. That all public and private institutions at the state,
national, and international levels seek and promote the
legal protection of innocent human beings from conception to natural death from loss of life, liberty, or
property without due process of law; and,
—relating to the dignity of each human being and
based upon the concept that society may be properly

2. That grounded on the rule of law and the sovereignty of nations, persons immigrating to, or emigrating
from, a nation should be treated with respect to, and in
compliance with, the rights accorded such persons
based upon the inherent dignity of each human being,
together with rights established under law, including
but not limited to natural, individual, family, religious,
and civil rights.
In addition to the foregoing, the sisters and friars were
asked to consider a process to expand input from every
(Continued on next page)
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part of the Order, including the lay members of the Order.
Here in the Western Dominican Province, a number of
you have notified me of chapter promoters having been
appointed to that position.
The NADPJP meeting was recessed last June over the
issue of life and other key religious issues. The plan is
presently to hold the 2010 meeting the last weekend of
June 2010 in New York. Sr. Farnan said she will give
notice of the date, place, and time of that meeting. I hope
to attend that meeting. The above list will be discussed at
that meeting. It is my hope your chapter and council will
discuss these foregoing issues and consider any key additional topics or issues you desire to be addressed. Include these issues or topics in your discussion and get
back to me in March 2010. Between now and March, I
will be addressing some additional issues that may be
brought up in New York or future meetings and forward to
you some suggestions. In addition, please forward input
from members, councils, and chapters. Please contact
me at (208)375-2532 or via email at john@keenan.org. I
will return your call at my cost. Thank you, John Keenan,
O.P.L., J.D.

The Church’s social doctrine is grounded on biblical revelation and “in the tradition of the Church.”7 This Heavenly
source gives “inspiration and light to understand, judge
and guide human experience.”8 The point is that, “faith,
which receives the divine word and puts it into practice,
effectively interacts with reason.”9
A critical point is made in the Compendium: “Faith and
reason represent the two cognitive paths of the Church’s
social doctrine: Revelation and human nature.”10 “The
Church’s social doctrine is knowledge enlightened by
faith,” which greatly expands the capacity for knowledge
that instructs “all people the truths that it affirms and the
duties that it demands.” 11
In sum, the social doctrine of the Catholic Church is illuminated by Faith, a source of divine wisdom, and informs
and instructs the social, political and economic structures,
enlightens people regarding true moral choices, and helps
to form society correctly in right order and in truth.
—

II. The Compendium, No. III: The Nature of the
Church’s Social Doctrine: Knowledge illuminated by
Faith. 1
In the modern world, knowledge is a highly coveted commodity and has often been quoted as a source of power.2
Yet, knowledge can be illuminated and informed by faith
in Jesus Christ. For example, the Church’s Magisterium
gives society a spring of knowledge touched by wisdom.
This wisdom—the Church’s social doctrine—belongs to
“the field, not of ideology [or politics], but of theology and
particularly moral theology.”3 Such knowledge is not
based on socioeconomic factors or political or social relationships, but it becomes a category unto itself.4

2

3
4
5
6

7

The Church’s social doctrine is “therefore of a theological
nature, specifically theological-moral,” because it seeks to
guide people’s behavior.5 This occurs at the crossroads
where the Christian’s life and conscience “come into contact with the real world.”6

8
9
10
11

This article is No. 3 in an belated series on the book entitled Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, USCCB Publishing,
Washington, D.C. (2005) [hereinafter Compendium]. The Compendium is a systematic compilation and presentation of the foundations of Catholic social doctrine. The purpose here is to work the
way through the Compendium one chapter at a time with reflection.
The Church promotes the Compendium as part of her work
“towards a ‘new heavens’ and the ‘new earth’ (2 Peter 3:13),” directed especially to the lay faithful, whose activities in the social
arena must be guided by the true Gospel and “the whole of their
lives must be seen as a work of evangelization that produces fruit.”
Toward this effort to produce fruit and to the lay Faithful of the
Western Dominican Province, this is dedicated. This article is from
the Compendium, Part One, Chapter Two, “The Nature of the
Church’s Social Doctrine.”
“Knowledge is power.” Sir Francis Bacon.
“In a time of turbulence and change, it is more true than ever that knowledge is
power.” John F. Kennedy.
Compendium, p. 32.
Id.
Id.
Id. This is true with every Lay Dominican because each person
must interact with the world based on truth and the Gospel.
Id.
Id.
Compendium, p. 33.
Id. (italics in original).
Id.

The point, however, is that if opposition to abortion is a
purely religious issue, then support for abortion cannot
be a purely civil issue. As a matter of consistency and of
common sense, if opposition to abortion is a religious
issue, then support for abortion is also a religious issue.
Any form of support for abortion by government at any
level would necessarily be a violation of the 1st Amendment as it would, in effect, establish a State religion.
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The help that the Russian Orthodox Church can give to Europe
by Hilarion Alfeyev, Archbishop of Volokolamsk
Introduction to: Joseph Ratzinger/Benedict XVI, "Europa, patria spirituale,"
Moscow/Rome, 2009
When traveling in
Europe, especially in
the traditionally Protestant countries, I am
always astonished at
seeing not a few
churches abandoned
by their congregations,
especially the ones
turned into pubs, clubs,
shops, or places of
profane activities of yet
another kind. There is something profoundly deplorable in
this sad spectacle. I come from a country in which for
many decades the churches were used for nonreligious
purposes. Many places of worship were completely destroyed, others were turned into "museums of atheism,"
and still others modified to be used as secular institutions.
This was one of the traits of the so-called "militant atheism" that dominated for seventy years in my country, and
collapsed only in fairly recent times. But what is the cause
of similar phenomena in Western Europe? Why has the
space for religion in Western society been reduced in
such a significant way in recent decades? Why does religion have less and less space in the public sphere? And
again: why has this contraction of the religious presence
in Europe coincided with processes of consolidation on
the political, financial, economic, and social level? [...]
Just after the second world war, when Europe was in ruins, there was a clear need for a pan-European solidarity,
for the survival not only of the continent, but of the whole
world. [...] The presence of a "big brother" behind the Iron
Curtain also drove the West to work for integration and
unification.
At first, this process had only economic, military, and political dimensions. And nonetheless, with the passing of
time the need for a common cultural space, a single European civilization, became increasingly urgent. It was thus
believed necessary to develop a new, universal ideology
that, by reducing the ideological and religious tensions
that existed among the various peoples, would be able to
ensure tranquil coexistence among the various cultures in
the framework of a single European civilization.
In order to create an ideology of such vast magnitude, it
was necessary to reduce all the cultural, ideological, and
religious traditions of Europe to a common denominator.
The role of this denominator was taken on by postChristian Western humanism, the essential principles of
which were formulated in the age of the Enlightenment,
and "tested" during the French Revolution.
Truth Be Told 8

The model of a new Europe based on this ideology presupposes the construction of an explicitly secularist society, in which religion can have a place only in the private
sphere. In compliance with this secularized model, religion must be separated from both state and society: it
must have no influence on social development, nor interfere in political life. Such a model not only reduces to zero
the social dimension of all religion, it also constitutes a
challenge to the missionary vocation of many religious
communities. For the Christian Churches, this model
represents a genuine intimidation, because it undermines
their possibility of preaching the Gospel to "all the nations," of proclaiming Christ to the world. [...]
In the Soviet Union, religion was persecuted for seventy
years. There were various waves of persecution, and
each of these had its particular character. At the end of
the 1920's and in the 1930's, the persecutions were more
cruel. Many of the clergy were put to death; all of the
monasteries, the theological schools, and most of the
churches were closed. A less brutal period followed the
end of the second world war, when some of the monasteries were reopened together with a few schools. During
the 1960's, a new wave of severe persecutions began,
aimed at a total annihilation of religion that was supposed
to be completed by the beginning of the 1980's.
But midway through the 1980's, not only was the Church
still alive, it was growing, albeit slowly. [...] One thing
never changed, however: the ban that kept religion from
leaving the ghetto to which it had been confined by the
atheist regime. [...]
Now, the processes that are currently taking place in
Europe bear some resemblance to those in the Soviet
Union. For religion, militant secularism is as dangerous as
militant atheism was. Both of them tend to exclude religion from the public and political sphere, relegating it to a
ghetto, confining it to the realm of private devotion. The
unwritten rules of "political correctness" are increasingly
applied to religious institutions. In many cases, this implies the fact that believers can no longer express their
convictions openly, in that publicly expressing their religious conviction could be considered a violation of the
rights of those who do not share it. [...]
The results of this policy are evident. In some countries,
especially in those that do not have a Catholic or Orthodox majority, the majestic cathedrals that up until a few
decades ago contained thousands of faithful in prayer are
half empty; the theological seminaries are closing for lack
of vocations; the religious communities are not renewing
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their numbers; Church property is being sold; the places
of worship are being turned into centers for earthly activities. Once again, it is undeniable that in many cases, it is
the Churches themselves that are responsible for the
situation, but the destructive effect of secularism must not
be underestimated. Religion is really being expelled from
the public sphere, increasingly marginalized by secularized society. And this in spite of the fact that in all of the
West and in Europe in particular, most of the people still
believe in God. [...]

The totalitarian dictatorship of the past cannot be replaced with a new dictatorship of pan-European government mechanisms. [...] For the Russian Orthodox Church,
every state must have a right to legislate as it believes on
that which concerns the state of marriage and the family,
questions of bioethics, educational models. The countries
of Orthodox tradition, for example, do not accept laws that
legalize euthanasia, homosexual marriage, drug trafficking, the maintenance of brothels, pornography, and so on.

The Russian Orthodox Church, with its unique experience
of surviving the harshest persecutions, struggling against
militant atheism, reemerging from the ghetto when the
political situation changed, recovering its place in society
and redefining its social responsibilities, can therefore be
of help to Europe [...] Russia and the other republics of
the former Soviet Union, unlike many countries in Western Europe, are experiencing a period of religious revival:
millions of people are returning to God; everywhere
churches and monasteries are being built. The Russian
Orthodox Church, which today is undoubtedly one of the
most rapidly growing Churches in the world, has no shortage of vocations: on the contrary, thousands of young
men are entering its theological schools to consecrate
their lives to God. [...]

Moreover, we believe that every country must have the
right to develop its own model of relations between state
and Church. Legislation that is limited solely to guaranteeing citizens the right to religious freedom creates, in reality, the conditions for a savage competition among religions and confessions. We must instead create together
the conditions to keep the democratic freedoms of an individual, including his right to religious self-determination,
from clashing with the rights of the national communities,
and to preserve his integrity and fidelity to his own traditions, social ethics, and religion. These are elements of
particular importance, especially when it comes to creating regulations for destructive and extremist movements
of a religious nature, as also when proof is obtained of the
violation of religious liberty on the part of traditional religions, the expansion of which in some parts of Europe
threatens public and social order. [...]

"The foundations of the social doctrine of the Russian
Orthodox Church," a document adopted by the council of
bishops in 2000, is the written proof of the fact that this
Church [...] has an intellectual potential such that it is able
to provide balanced and comprehensible answers. After
reading this document, which is the first text of its kind in
the entire history of Orthodox Christianity, anyone can
see that it belongs to a Church that no longer lives in the
ghetto, but rather finds itself at the height of its powers.
Heavily damaged by militant atheism, this Church was
never destroyed. On the contrary, it emerged from its experience in the fire of persecution renewed and rejuvenated. Having descended into Hades and risen from the
dead, this Church truly has much to say to the world. [...]

Wherever no guarantees are given to the religious communities, collisions and clashes between religious institutions on the one hand and the secularized world on the
other will be inevitable. These clashes may take place on
various levels and in relation to various questions, but it is
not difficult to predict that, in most of the cases, they will
revolve around topics touching on morality, which the religious communities on the one hand and modern society
on the other understand in different ways. There is already a fairly glaring divergence between the system of
values existing in the traditional religions and the one that
is characteristic of the secularized world.

For the Russian Orthodox Church, there cannot be only
one ideological model, nor a single system of spiritual and
moral values to impose indiscriminately on all European
countries. The Russian Orthodox Church hopes for a
Europe based on authentic pluralism, a Europe in which
the diversity of cultural, spiritual, and religious traditions is
fully represented. This plurality of traditions must be reflected in every legal document, and respected by every
court in its decisions. If the laws and if those decisions are
based exclusively on principles rooted in Western secularist humanism – with its particular conception of peace,
tolerance, freedom, justice, respect for human rights, and
so on – they risk not being accepted by a large part of the
European population, and in particular by those who, by
virtue of their belonging to a religious tradition, have a
perspective different from those same principles. [...]
Truth Be Told 8

"The foundations of the social doctrine" is not a manual
for private use: it is a public document in which the Russian Orthodox Church expresses its official positions
openly and explicitly. The language of the document differs from that of secularized society: the notion of sin, for
example, is practically absent from the vocabulary of
secularism. Nonetheless, the Church maintains that it has
every right to express its positions publicly, not only when
they agree with generally accepted opinions, but also
when they disagree.
There are many positions developed in "The foundations
of the social doctrine of the Russian Orthodox Church"
that may not correspond to the standards of secularism.
For example, the Church considers abortion "a grave sin,"
equal to homicide, and declares that "from the moment of
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conception, any action against the life of the future human
being is criminal." The Church also rejects, as "against
nature and morally inadmissible," so-called "surrogate
motherhood," together with any form of extracorporeal
insemination. Human cloning is maintained to be "an unequivocal challenge to the very nature of the human being
and to the image of God impressed on him, an integral
part of which is the freedom and uniqueness of the person." Treatment that makes use of the fetus is considered
"absolutely inadmissible." Euthanasia is condemned as "a
form of homicide or suicide." Changing sexes is considered a "rebellion against the Creator" that the Church
does not allow: if anyone of a sex different from his original one should present himself for baptism, he would be
baptized according to the "sex to which he belonged at
the moment of birth." [...]
The church must be recognized as having the right to follow its own canonical traditions, preferring these to secularized law in the cases in which there should be overlapping or outright contrast. According to the social doctrine
of the Russian Orthodox Church, "when human law completely rejects the divine norm that has absolute value,
replacing it with one that is contrary, then this latter
ceases to be law and becomes illegal, no matter what the
legal garments in which it is clad."
Therefore, "in everything concerning the exclusively
earthly order of things, the Orthodox Christian must obey
the law, as imperfect and unfavorable as it may be. And
nonetheless, whenever respect for the law threatens his
eternal salvation and involves apostasy or the obligation
to commit a sin in the eyes of God and of neighbor, the
Christian is called to profess his faith boldly, out of love of
God and of his truth, and for the salvation of his soul, for
eternal life. He must denounce by legal means the clear
violation committed by society or by the state against the
laws and commandments of God. And if this action
should prove impossible or ineffective, then he must
move on to civil disobedience." (IV, 9)

levels with those who are not indifferent to the future identity of Europe, with all those who believe that traditional
religious values are an integral part of that identity.
Finally, I would like to comment on the recent decision of
the European Court of Human Rights against Italy, meaning the ban on displaying the crucifix in Italian schools.
This decision goes against the right of each state to preserve its own traditions and its own identity, that is, it offends the inviolable principle of the authentic pluralism of
traditions. It is an unacceptable manifestation of militant
secularism. The activity of the European Court must not
turn into a cynical farce. The ultraliberal attitude that prevailed in the adoption of that decision must not dominate
in Europe. The origins of Europe are Christian. The crucifix is a universal symbol, and it is absolutely inadmissible
that, in order to satisfy ultraliberal and atheistic standards,
Europe and social institutions should be deprived of the
symbols that for so many centuries formed and united
people. The crucifix is not a symbol of violence, but of
reconciliation. I think that in all of these areas, we can
collaborate with the Catholic Church in defending Christian tradition from militant secularism and aggressive liberalism.
In this context, I would like to conclude by asking the following question: are we building a completely atheist and
secularist Europe, where God is expelled from society
and religion driven into the ghetto of the private, or will the
new Europe be a true home for the different religions,
thus becoming authentically in a pluralist? I think this is
the question the Churches in Europe and the religious
communities must ask, a question that the politicians
have a duty to answer. It is around this question that the
dialogue between European religious communities and
political institutions should be centered.
As reported by Sandro Magister, Chiesa Online

Obviously, disobedience of civil law is an extreme measure that a particular Church might adopt in exceptional
circumstances. It is nonetheless a possibility that must not
be excluded a priori, in case a system of secularized values should become the only one operating in Europe. [...]
I believe that solidarity among European Christians must
become increasingly more manifest, with the gradual progression of the process of defining a common European
system of values. It is only together that Christians, with
the representatives of the other traditional religions in
Europe, will be able to safeguard their own identity, combat militant secularism, and confront the other challenges
of modernity. The Russian Orthodox Church is ready to
collaborate on the interconfessional level, the interreligious level, the political level, the social level, and all other
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ROME, December 11, 2009 – In a terse statement two
days ago, Russia and the Church of Rome announced
"the establishment of diplomatic relations between them,
at the level of apostolic nunciature on the part of the Holy
See, and of embassy on the part of the Russian Federation."
Sandro Magister
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We are all in Need of Conversion - Via Head and Heart
By Bishop Robert Vasa
I want to offer a few reflections on the Conversion of Saul.
We know well that Saul was blinded by a bright light as he
was on his way to Damascus to arrest disciples of Jesus,
known as followers of the Way. At the same time he
heard a voice which asked why he was persecuting the
speaker. In response to Saul’s question about who was
speaking, he heard: “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” Then he was given instructions about what to do
next. Someone else was also given instructions. A message came to Ananias, a follower of the Way in Damascus, who was very likely one of those whom Saul would
have arrested and brought back to Jerusalem in chains.
He was instructed to go to Saul and lay hands on him.
Ananias shows his humanity by questioning the wisdom
of such an action. He informs the Lord in his vision that
Saul was the one who was persecuting the Church, as if
the Lord did not already know this. So the Lord instructs
Ananias that Saul was to be his chosen instrument. Imagine the faith, the charity, the forgiveness, the courage it
would have taken for Ananias to approach this powerful,
murderous man with a message of healing. But Ananias
went because he had been sent.
What I find to be absolutely remarkable is the manner of
approach taken by Ananias. We know that Ananias must
have gone to the house on Straight Street with a bit of
reluctance and trepidation and yet when he comes to that
house he greets Saul saying, “Saul, my brother.” He does
not come to him and say, “Saul, you murderous so-andso ...” but rather “my brother.” I believe this welcome word
has a profound effect upon Saul. During his days of blindness Saul had to be puzzling about many things, particularly his own previous blindness and his past excessive
self-righteousness. He had to be asking himself how he
could have been so sure of his theological positions just a
few days ago and so confused now. He had to have had
some fear that those whom he was intent upon arresting,
and in whose complete power he now was, could easily
do him great harm. Thus, to be received by a representative of the Christian community, a follower of the Way,
with these welcoming words, without any indication of
repentance on his part, had to have been a most powerful
experience of mercy, acceptance and forgiveness. Simply, Saul, my brother.
It is important also to evaluate Saul’s blind passion
against the Way. He approached the task of ridding adherents to the Way from the face of the earth with a raging, fuming anger muttering murderous threats. Why?
Certainly there is pride but pride usually generates a different kind of hatred. The hatred of pride is more usually a
cold disdain. There is a possibility of envy but Saul does
not seem at all envious of those who were rejoicing in the
Way. The passion that seems to explain Saul’s actions is
fear. He sees in the Way the possibility that his world will
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be turned upside down and he happens to like his world
very much. There was a strong possibility that he would
be a great leader among the Jews. He was already endearing himself to the chief priests and there was promise
of great religious fame. The adherents to the Way showed
every sign that they were going to interfere with his plans
for the future, interfere with his life, interfere with a promising career, disrupt his world. His fear, it seems to me, is
not dissimilar from the fear expressed in our secular society. The degree of raging, vituperative anger expressed
against the teachings of the Church, particularly relative
to abortion and homosexuality, is a sign of this same fear.
Being greeted in the midst of that confusion with the consoling and welcoming title of brother dissipates a lot of
fear. Saul, my brother.
I see in Saul’s conversion a two-fold movement. He is
moved by the theological consideration, presented to him
in most dramatic fashion, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.” This is material for thought, for the head. This
is something with which Saul would have been very familiar and even comfortable. This is perhaps likened to pure
catechesis. But Saul is also moved by the fraternal, communal consideration, “Saul, my brother.” This is an experience of community and fraternity which touches his heart.
It is in this context that Saul can make a personal application of what he had heard on the road to Damascus,
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” because it is
now linked with, “Saul, my brother.” In being addressed
by Ananias, a member of the Way, in this familiar, warm
and accepting fashion he must have heard, “Saul, my
brother, why are you persecuting me?”
Saul needed conversion. He was absolutely, unshakably
certain that he was seeing matters clearly. He was certain
that he was just and righteous. He categorically refused to
call his view of the matter into question. He was incapable
of asking himself, “What if I am wrong?” After meeting
with Ananias he must have asked himself, “What was it in
me that precluded me from seeing before what I see so
clearly now?” Conversion entails both head and heart.
We are all in need of ongoing, even Pauline, conversion.
Perhaps the issue is abortion or contraception or homosexuality or immigration or fidelity or alcohol abuse or pornography or physical abuse or liturgical renewal or Mass
attendance or drugs or promiscuity or self righteousness
or harboring resentments or a host of other possibilities.
Saul, Saul, my brother, why do you reject and oppose the
teachings of the Church in these areas? Why do you persecute me?
+Bishop Robert F. Vasa is Bishop of Baker, Oregon. His
weekly columns appear in online version of “The Catholic
Sentinel,” the newspaper of the archdiocese of Portland.
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Manhattan Declaration Executive Summary
under no circumstances will we render to Caesar what is God's
Christians, when they have lived up to the highest ideals
of their faith, have defended the weak and vulnerable and
worked tirelessly to protect and strengthen vital institutions of civil society, beginning with the family.
We are Orthodox, Catholic, and evangelical Christians
who have united at this hour to reaffirm fundamental
truths about justice and the common good, and to call
upon our fellow citizens, believers and non-believers
alike, to join us in defending them. These truths are (1)
the sanctity of human life, (2) the dignity of marriage as
the conjugal union of husband and wife, and (3) the rights
of conscience and religious liberty. Inasmuch as these
truths are foundational to human dignity and the wellbeing of society, they are inviolable and non-negotiable.
Because they are increasingly under assault from powerful forces in our culture, we are compelled today to speak
out forcefully in their defense, and to commit ourselves to
honoring them fully no matter what pressures are brought
upon us and our institutions to abandon or compromise
them. We make this commitment not as partisans of any
political group but as followers of Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen Lord, who is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life.
Human Life
The lives of the unborn, the disabled, and the elderly are
ever more threatened. While public opinion has moved in
a pro-life direction, powerful and determined forces are
working to expand abortion, embryo-destructive research,
assisted suicide, and euthanasia. Although the protection
of the weak and vulnerable is the first obligation of government, the power of government is today often enlisted
in the cause of promoting what Pope John Paul II called
"the culture of death." We pledge to work unceasingly for
the equal protection of every innocent human being at
every stage of development and in every condition. We
will refuse to permit ourselves or our institutions to be implicated in the taking of human life and we will support in
every possible way those who, in conscience, take the
same stand.
Marriage
The institution of marriage, already wounded by promiscuity, infidelity and divorce, is at risk of being redefined
and thus subverted. Marriage is the original and most important institution for sustaining the health, education, and
welfare of all. Where marriage erodes, social pathologies
rise. The impulse to redefine marriage is a symptom,
rather than the cause, of the erosion of the marriage culture. It reflects a loss of understanding of the meaning of

marriage as embodied in our civil law as well as our religious traditions. Yet it is critical that the impulse be resisted, for yielding to it would mean abandoning the possibility of restoring a sound understanding of marriage and,
with it, the hope of rebuilding a healthy marriage culture. It
would lock into place the false and destructive belief that
marriage is all about romance and other adult satisfactions, and not, in any intrinsic way, about the unique character and value of acts and relationships whose meaning
is shaped by their aptness for the generation, promotion
and protection of life. Marriage is not a "social construction," but is rather an objective reality – the covenantal
union of husband and wife – that it is the duty of the law
to recognize, honor, and protect.
Religious Liberty
Freedom of religion and the rights of conscience are
gravely jeopardized. The threat to these fundamental principles of justice is evident in efforts to weaken or eliminate
conscience protections for healthcare institutions and professionals, and in anti-discrimination statutes that are
used as weapons to force religious institutions, charities,
businesses, and service providers either to accept (and
even facilitate) activities and relationships they judge to
be immoral, or go out of business. Attacks on religious
liberty are dire threats not only to individuals, but also to
the institutions of civil society including families, charities,
and religious communities. The health and well-being of
such institutions provide an indispensable buffer against
the overweening power of government and is essential to
the flourishing of every other institution – including government itself – on which society depends.
Unjust Laws
As Christians, we believe in law and we respect the authority of earthly rulers. We count it as a special privilege
to live in a democratic society where the moral claims of
the law on us are even stronger in virtue of the rights of all
citizens to participate in the political process. Yet even in
a democratic regime, laws can be unjust. And from the
beginning, our faith has taught that civil disobedience is
required in the face of gravely unjust laws or laws that
purport to require us to do what is unjust or otherwise immoral. Such laws lack the power to bind in conscience
because they can claim no authority beyond that of sheer
human will.
Therefore, let it be known that we will not comply with any
edict that compels us or the institutions we lead to participate in or facilitate abortions, embryo-destructive research, assisted suicide, euthanasia, or any other act that
(Continued on next page)
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violates the principle of the profound, inherent, and equal
dignity of every member of the human family.
Further, let it be known that we will not bend to any rule
forcing us to bless immoral sexual partnerships, treat
them as marriages or the equivalent, or refrain from proclaiming the truth, as we know it, about morality, marriage, and the family.

Further, let it be known that we will not be intimidated into
silence or acquiescence or the violation of our consciences by any power on earth, be it cultural or political,
regardless of the consequences to ourselves.
We will fully and ungrudgingly render to Caesar what is
Caesar's. But under no circumstances will we render to
Caesar what is God's.

Deadly Discrimination in Doublethink Disguise
Arbitrary discrimination and justice are mutually exclusive.
This is a fundamental tenet of social justice. Considering
all the current laws that protect women, minorities, the
handicapped and disabled and various other groups from
discrimination, one might think that America has tightly
bound its anti-discrimination policies to social-justice principles. One would, however, be far from correct in so
thinking. The will to discriminate is alive and well; it is simply disguised. In Current literature, the most salient and
outrageous example of promoting discrimination by disguising it appears in the form of what its author and
champion, Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel, calls "The Complete
Lives System".
Dr. Emanuel first put forward his notions in 1996, in The
Hastings Center Report (Volume 26, No.6) where,
strangely enough, he linked justice with discrimination.
Here, Dr. Emanuel argued that what he called "a just allocation of health care resources" should not be considered
"socially guaranteed or basic" to "individuals who are irreversibly prevented from being or becoming participating
citizens". An "obvious" example of this, he went on to say,
would be "patients with dementia". " A less obvious example", he added, "is guaranteeing neuropsychological services to ensure children with learning disabilities can read
and learn to reason."
The non-discriminatory notion, Christian in its essence,
that human life is sacred and that all human beings possess unalienable dignity, is not present in Dr. Emanuel's
thinking. Human beings, according to his reckoning,
have no intrinsic value and justify their continued existence solely in terms of their supposedly and potentially
positive contributions to society. One might rightly conclude, therefore, that Dr. Emanuel, by denying unalienable human dignity, discriminates against everyone. Nor
does he appear to have much regard for either the U. S.
Constitution or the Declaration of Independence.

Dr. Emanuel's notion of "The Complete Lives System"
was clearly, though less than convincingly, proposed in
2009 in The Lancet (Vol. 373, No.9661) in an article that
he penned with two colleagues. "Consideration of the importance of complete lives", they write, "also supports
modifying the youngest-first principle by prioritizing adolescents and young adults over infants. Adolescents have
received substantial education and parental care, investments that will be wasted without a complete life. Similarly, adolescence brings with it a developed personality
capable of forming and valuing long-term plans whose
fulfillment requires a complete life."
Discrimination, however, remains discrimination even
when it is called "prioritizing". Or, as Abraham Lincoln
once said, a dog still has four legs, even if you call one of
them a tail. The order of naming may or may not coincide
with the order of being.
In the context that Dr. Emanuel establishes, what does
"complete" mean? The word is ambiguous to begin with,
but in the hands of Emanuel et al. it contradicts the intended meaning. We say that something is "complete"
either when it is fully present (a collection is complete
when all the elements are present, as in a complete set of
stamps) or simply when it comes to an end (a person's life
is complete even though he dies at an early age; in this
sense, he has run the complete course of his tenure on
earth). Emanuel et al. draw on both of these meanings at
the same time, favoring complete lives in some instances
and incomplete lives in others: "Strict youngest-first allocation directs scarce resources predominantly to infants.
This approach seems incorrect. The death of a 20-yearold young woman is intuitively worse than that of a twomonth-old girl, even though the baby has [lived] less life."
Surely, not everyone will have this same "intuition", especially parents who look upon their infant children through
loving eyes. Also, the infant stands to lose more future life
(Continued on next page)
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than the 20-year-old woman. If we measure the tragedy of
premature death in terms of future years lost, then the
death of the infant is worse. At any rate, Emanuel et al.
are saying that the more complete life of the twenty-yearold (even though potentially shorter) is somehow better
than the less complete life of the two-month-old (even
though it is potentially longer). They say this under the
rubric of "The Complete Lives System", but how do they
rationalize it? They write: "The twenty-year-old has a
much more developed personality than the infant, and
has drawn upon the investment of others to begin as-yetunfulfilled projects."
Allegedly, we should favor those individuals in whom society has made substantial investment and who are more
likely to have "complete lives". Yet, there can be no investments without investors. And a goodly percentage of
the latter are older people who do not have much time left
for ''as-yet-unfulfilled projects". Moreover, this calculus
fails to protect adequately those in whom society has not
made substantial investments. In other words, "The Complete Lives System" discriminates against both the young
and the old: "When implemented, the complete lives system produces a priority curve on which individuals aged
between roughly 15 and 40 years get the most substantive chance, whereas the youngest and oldest people get
chances that are attenuated."
This is not exactly "universal" health care. It is, rather, a
staggering form of deadly discrimination, disguised by
doublethink, against the majority of Americans. Who
would take such a system seriously? The matter becomes
all the more serious when we realize that Dr. Emanuel is
a chief advisor on health care to President Obama. He
works in the White House Office of Management and
Budget as a health policy advisor and is a member of the
Federal Council on Comparative Effectiveness Research.
His brother Rahm Emanuel is White House Chief of Staff.

Doublethink, as George Orwell described it in 1984, is the
act of believing two contradictory thoughts at the same
time. Dr. Emanuel strains logic to the breaking point in a
studied attempt to convince readers that his patently discriminatory proposal is not discriminatory: "Unlike allocation by sex or race, allocation by age is not invidious discrimination; every person lives through different life
stages rather than being a single age. Even if 25-yearolds received priority over 65-year-olds, everyone who is
65 now was previously 25 years old. Treating 65-yearolds differently because of stereotypes or falsehoods
would be ageist; treating them differently because they
have already had more life-years is not."
What is the moral difference, the inquiring reader may
ask, between being 65-years-old or older and having 65
or more "life-years"? Discrimination against the former is
supposedly "ageist," but discrimination against the latter
is consistent with "The Complete Lives System"! If we are
to take the above paragraph seriously, we should have to
conclude that it is permissible to discriminate against a
65-year-old because we did not discriminate against him
when he was 25. It is probably only small consolation to
elderly subjects of discrimination to think back and remember that they were not discriminated against as they
passed between the ages of fifteen and forty.
Has there ever been a more strained, illogical, inconsistent, and unpersuasive proposal put forth in the guise of
health care? The current moral vacuum created by the
decline of Christian values in contemporary society is being filled by sheer nonsense. But it is a dangerous nonsense that threatens everyone's well-being.
Donald DeMarco, Ph.D., Social Justice Review, Vol. 100,
No 9-10, 2009

Personhood and the Ontology of Personalism
Personality or personhood. There is a great deal of confusion about this relatively simple concept today. Part of the
blame can be placed on the totalitarian movements that
characterized the twentieth century, based on various
forms of positivism that developed out of rejection of the
Aristotelian/Thomist understanding of the natural moral
law from the twelfth to the sixteenth centuries. We see
this reflected in the separation of personhood from being
— the idea that a human being is not necessarily at the
same time a human person.

The Nazis were adept at sowing this sort of confusion.
The National Socialist Party of Germany took to the extreme the socialist tendency to redefine and eliminate
natural rights whenever it became convenient or expedient to do so. Primary among the rights such totalitarians
ignored or denied were, as we might expect, life and liberty (freedom of association), as well as the capacity of
individual human beings to acquire and develop virtue —
the "pursuit of happiness." Largely unnoticed among the

(Continued on next page)
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A New Book on Natural Theology

rights the Nazis redefined away from being natural was
the natural right to be an owner — the right to property —
and defined the exercise of property (the rights of property) in a way that made how an owner could use what he
or she owned completely dependent on the will of the
State.
Nor was this restricted to the Nazis. Admittedly, closet
socialists, when they are Christian — especially when
they are Catholic — tend to deny (especially to themselves) that what they believe is in any way tainted with
socialism, particularly since the Catholic Church has condemned socialism in no uncertain terms on many occasions. Such people forget (or ignore) the definition of socialism given by Karl Marx in The Communist Manifesto in
1848: "The theory of the communists can be summed up
in the single sentence: abolition of private property."
As any Thomist or Aristotelian can tell you, redefining
something changes a thing's "substantial nature," its essence, and makes the thing something other than what it
was. Redefinition is thus abolition of the thing, even if you
keep the same word or term for that which you have redefined; you have not changed the substantial nature of the
thing that went before, but have given something else the
same name, abolishing that which held the name previously.
Thus, all the concerned Christians, Jews, Muslims, and
other adherents of religions with social teachings based
on the natural law who seek to circumvent the demands
of the natural right to private property and the derived
rights of private property by redefining what it means for
something to be private property are (whether they realize
it or not) socialists. This is because they thereby abolish
private property as what it was, and turn it into what they
want it to be. This is moral and legal positivism
("modernism" in "Catholic language") run amok.
To this we contrast the idea of personalism, the philosophy that places persons and personal relationships at the
center of theory and practice in science. "Science" includes the social sciences as well as the physical sciences. Personalism regards humanity, both as individuals
and as members of groups, and respect for human dignity
as the focus of temporal activity, and the perfection of
human beings within a just social order in a manner consistent with nature as the "end" of that activity.
Personalism is an approach to Aristotelian/Thomist philosophy that emphasizes the natural rights of each human
being, both individual and social, and puts human persons at the center of all human activity. The natural right
to private property (correctly defined) is an integral aspect
of what it means for someone (or something) to be a
"person," and thus have a social identity.
Michael Greaney, Just Third Way blog (Part 1 of 15)
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Review by Fr. Gabriel Gillen, O.P.
This book by Fr. Thomas Joseph
White, O.P. considers the merits of
St. Thomas Aquinas's arguments
for the existence of God. Throughout his writings, Aquinas portrays
philosophical reason as a form of
wisdom that can attain to true
knowledge of God. Should his
views matter for contemporary
Christian theology? What are the
Aristotelian presuppositions required for these arguments to make
sense, and are such presuppositions rationally defensible today? Particularly, should the
modern Kantian and Heideggerian objections to any possible philosophical approach to God (as onto-theology)
apply to the arguments of Aquinas? Fr. White argues
robustly in favor of the recovery of a sapiential conception
of Thomistic philosophy.
Reviews
"A restatement of Aquinas's natural theology that takes
account of the controversies in which Maritain, Gilson,
and Rahner engaged has been badly needed for quite
some time. So has an extended and creative reply to Heidegger's accusations of ontotheology. To have met both
needs in one book is an impressive and unexpected
achievement. This book should become a focus for discussions within and about Thomism from now
on." (Alasdair MacIntyre, University of Notre Dame)
"Few Thomists since Maritain and Journet have been
ready to accept the challenges of philosophical modernity
head on. Fr. Thomas Joseph White refuses to concede
the philosophical battle to the spirit of the times; still less
does he allow himself to become a Thomist fellow traveler
of Kant or Heidegger. Instead he offers a spirited and
stimulating argument against the secular tilt of modern
philosophy, in defense of St. Thomas on the natural
knowledge of God." (Bruce Marshall, Southern Methodist
University)
"Scientism and fideism share the conviction that there is
no path leading from human experience to God. By way
of contrast, models of wisdom have defined themselves
from antiquity on by their abilities to show the transcendent significance of the ordinary. T.J. White's Wisdom in
the Face of Modernity looks at several of the leading attempts to discern in the human experience of our selfdoubting times reasons for the affirmation of God: which
is, at the same time, an affirmation of human dignity.
Metaphysics is a privileged space where mercy and truth
come together again." (Richard Schenk, O.P., Dominican
School of Philosphy and Theology, Berkeley, CA)
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Reflection on the Apostolic Constitution from
the Perspective of a Homiletician:
Sharing the Patrimony of Good Preaching
Even before the Holy Father had provided a title for the
recently-published Apostolic Constitution, Anglicanorum
Coetibus, providing for personal ordinariates for Anglicans
entering into full communion with the See of Peter, many
anticipated the numerous ways in which the incorporation
of these new members would be beneficial to the Church.
Cardinal Levada remarked "It is the hope of the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, that the Anglican clergy and
faithful who desire union with the Catholic Church will find
in this canonical structure the opportunity to preserve
those Anglican traditions precious to them and consistent
with the Catholic faith. Insofar as these traditions express
in a distinctive way the faith that is held in common, they
are a gift to be shared in the wider Church."
One might well wonder what concrete form a sharing of
those gifts with the wider Church could assume. Whereas
it would be proleptic to attempt to catalogue the many and
diverse blessings the arrival of these anticipated new
members will bring to the Church, one thing is certain.
Even the most "high church" among them will have been
sufficiently influenced by the Protestant sensibilities of
Anglicanism to bring with them a great reverence and a
high standard for liturgical preaching. A profound attentiveness to biblical preaching is the undeniable patrimony
of Protestantism in all of its forms, including Anglicanism,
despite the ambiguity some of it members may experience over identifying themselves as Protestant.
If anything, the Anglican Communion has been noted for
its wide diversity. Accordingly, many Anglicans who might
have answered to such labels as "high church" or "AngloCatholic," could have been observed maintaining patterns
of weekly (and even mid-weekly) Eucharist while simultaneously, so-called evangelical or "low church" Anglicans
might have typically attended non-eucharistic Morning
Prayer most Sundays. "Broad" Anglicans would feel at
home at any number of points between those two extremes. One value shared in common among all Anglicans, however, has been their expectation of regular and
good preaching. It can be reasonably well anticipated that
most Anglicans who will take advantage of the accommodations extended in the Holy Father's Apostolic Constitution will come from the ranks of the high churchmen, and
to their love for preaching it is reasonable to add the expectation that the preaching will be theological, eloquent
and sophisticated. The presence of this expectation in a
great number of new Catholics is good news for the
Church, since this will strengthen the expectations placed
upon priests to enhance the quality of their proclamation
of the Word. Of course, former Anglican priests who become Catholic priests will bring their refined homiletic patterns with them.
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The renewal of preaching is perhaps one of the most
highly successful and least neuralgic of all of the liturgical
initiatives of Vatican II. After some decades of ambiguity,
at least at the popular level, about the role of preaching in
the liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium clarified that preaching is part of the liturgy itself (art. 52) and from that moment, a homiletic renewal unfolded. With little, if any resistance, preaching at the Mass (even at daily Mass), at
the celebration of the Sacraments, at the Liturgy of the
Hours and at numerous paraliturgical events has became
normative and of increasingly better quality. Seminaries
around the world began paying better attention to the
homiletic formation of seminarians, and on-going formation programs for priests are repeatedly asked to sponsor
preaching workshops in their curricula.
There will undoubtedly be moments of joy as well as suffering as the presence of the former Anglicans entering
the Church under the conditions of Anglicanorum Coetibus begins to be felt. That joy and the suffering will
probably be sustained by veteran and new Catholics
alike. Much uncertainty lies in the near future. What is
certain however, is that the former Anglicans' heritage of
good preaching and their expectation that this will be continued will only serve the Church well as these new expectations strengthen the impetus to the charge the
Church has already embraced to refine and strengthen its
ministry of the Word.
All of the pieces are in place for a win-win situation. Moreover, this expectation is quite realistic, since in Cardinal
Newman we will recall that the precedent has already
been set.
Father Michael Monshau, O.P., is a professor of liturgy,
homiletics and spirituality at the Pontifical University of St.
Thomas Aquinas in Rome (The Angelicum) This article on
preaching appeared in L'Osservatore Romano and was
reprinted at “Friars Blog” of the Province of Saint Joseph
(Link)

Christmas is the season when we celebrate Christ’s
coming. Advent is the season when we are to prepare
for his arrival. I find the “Keep Christ in Christmas” to be
a nice reminder of the meaning of the season but making a place for Christ in our hearts is the best way to
prepare the way of the Lord; the best way to prepare for
Christmas. Then this preparation is not so much external as internal.
Bishop Robert F. Vasa
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Additional Resources
Ut Unum Sint, Encyclical Letter of John Paul II on Ecumenism(Link)
Anglicanorum Cœtibus, Providing for Personal Ordinaries
for Anglicans Entering into full Communion with the
Catholic Church, Apostolic Constitution of Benedict XVI
(Link)
Complementary Norms for the Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum coetibus, CDF (Link)
Clarification on Celibacy Issues in the Release of Anglicanorum Cœtibus, Holy See Press Office (Link)
The Manhattan Declaration, (Link)
Angelic Warfare Confraternity (Link)
The Cord, publication of the Angelic Warfare Confraternity
(Link)
Social Justice Review, Catholic Central Verein of America
(Link)

We have read in the life of blessed Henry Suso how Eternal Wisdom, Whom he had so ardently desired, appeared to him one day in human form, surrounded by a
light transparent cloud, and seated upon a throne of
ivory. Radiating from His eyes and face was a brightness
like the rays of the sun at midday. His crown represented
eternity; His robes, blessedness; His word, meekness;
and His embrace brought the fullness of bliss to all the
Blessed. Henry contemplated Him in this array. What
surprised him most was to see Eternal wisdom now under the aspect of a young maiden, the prodigy of heavenly and earthly beauty; now under the form of a young
man whose countenance reflected all the beauties to be
found on earth. At other times he perceived Him far
away, and then coming near. Now He looked full of majesty, now condescending, gentle, meek, and tender to all
who approached Him. At this moment, Eternal wisdom
turned to Henry and said to him, with and inviting smile:
“My son, give Me thy heart” (Prv 23:26) At once, Henry
threw himself at His feet, and offered Him irrevocably his
heart.
After the example of this holy man let us also offer forever to Eternal Wisdom the gift of our heart. He asks for
nothing more.
The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis De Montfort
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Fighting Poverty to Build Peace
While it has been rightly emphasized that increasing per capita income cannot be the ultimate goal of
political and economic activity, it is still an important
means of attaining the objective of the fight against
hunger and absolute poverty. Hence, the illusion
that a policy of mere redistribution of existing wealth
can definitively resolve the problem must be set
aside. In a modern economy, the value of assets is
utterly dependent on the capacity to generate revenue in the present and the future. Wealth creation
therefore becomes an inescapable duty, which
must be kept in mind if the fight against material
poverty is to be effective in the long term.
Pope Benedict XVI, World Day of Peace, 2009

We've had enough of exhortations to be silent! Cry out
with a hundred thousand tongues. I see that the world is
rotten because of silence.
St. Catherine of Siena
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A Prayer Before the
Blessed Sacrament
For the Increase of Priestly
And Religious Vocations
L. For young people who doubt Your call,
All: Lord, grant them certainty.
L. For those who feel Your call while they are still young,
All: Lord, be with them.
L. For seminarians,
All: Lord, give them perseverance.
L. For priests who are tempted,
All: Lord, give them strength.
L. For zealous priests,
All: Lord, inflame them even more with Your love.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Eternal Father,
Son of the Virgin Mary,
we thank you for offering your life in sacrifice on
the Cross, and for renewing this sacrifice
in every mass celebrated throughout the world.
In the Power of the Holy Spirit
We adore you and proclaim
Your living presence in the Eucharist.
We desire to imitate the love you show us
In your death and resurrection,
By loving and serving one another.
We ask you to call many young people to religious
Life, and to provide the holy and generous priests
That are so needed in your Church today.
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer. Amen.
Archbishop Justing Rigali, St. Louis

INVOCATIONS for PRIESTS
Leader: Send us, Lord
All:
Priests after Your own heart.
L. The harvest is great, the laborers are few,
All: Lord, send laborers to Your harvest.
L. You took pity on the crowds without a shepherd,
All: Lord, send laborers to Your harvest.
L. For young people who feel Your call,
All: Lord, grant them generosity
L. For souls consecrated to You,
All: Lord, increase their charity.

L. For tepid priests,
All: Lord, grant them Your holiness.
L. For priests who feel sadness,
All: Lord, console them.
L. For priests who feel lonely,
All: Lord, be their company.
L. For missionary priests,
All: Lord, fill them with Your zeal.
L. For young priests,
All: Lord, move them strongly to seek Your glory.
L. For elderly priests,
All: Lord, sustain them in Your service.
L. For deceased priests,
All: Lord, grant them Your glory.
L. The harvest is great. The laborers are few.
All: Lord, send laborers into Your harvest.
L. For our Pope, Benedict XVI,
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
L. For the shepherds of Your Church,
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
L. For our Bishop, ____________________
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
L. For those who most need Your grace,
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
L. For those who are far from You,
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Amen.
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The Christians in the world
From a letter to Diognetus
Christians are indistinguishable from other men either by
nationality, language or customs. They do not inhabit
separate cities of their own, or speak a strange dialect, or
follow some outlandish way of life. Their teaching is not
based upon reveries inspired by the curiosity of men.
Unlike some other people, they champion no purely human doctrine. With regard to dress, food and manner of
life in general, they follow the customs of whatever city
they happen to be living in, whether it is Greek or foreign.
And yet there is something extraordinary about their lives.
They live in their own countries as though they were only
passing through. They play their full role as citizens, but
labor under all the disabilities of aliens. Any country can
be their homeland, but for them their homeland, wherever
it may be, is a foreign country. Like others, they marry
and have children, but they do not expose them. They
share their meals, but not their wives.
They live in the flesh, but they are not governed by the
desires of the flesh. They pass their days upon earth, but
they are citizens of heaven. Obedient to the laws, they yet
live on a level that transcends the law. Christians love all
men, but all men persecute them. Condemned because
they are not understood, they are put to death, but raised
to life again. They live in poverty, but enrich many; they
are totally destitute, but possess an abundance of everything. They suffer dishonor, but that is their glory. They
are defamed, but vindicated. A blessing is their answer to
abuse, deference their response to insult. For the good
they do they receive the punishment of malefactors, but
even then they, rejoice, as though receiving the gift of life.
They are attacked by the Jews as aliens, they are persecuted by the Greeks, yet no one can explain the reason
for this hatred.

from it, so Christians are found in all the cities of the
world, but cannot be identified with the world. As the visible body contains the invisible soul, so Christians are
seen living in the world, but their religious life remains
unseen. The body hates the soul and wars against it, not
because of any injury the soul has done it, but because of
the restriction the soul places on its pleasures. Similarly,
the world hates the Christians, not because they have
done it any wrong, but because they are opposed to its
enjoyments.
Christians love those who hate them just as the soul loves
the body and all its members despite the body's hatred. It
is by the soul, enclosed within the body, that the body is
held together, and similarly, it is by the Christians, detained in the world as in a prison, that the world is held
together. The soul, though immortal, has a mortal dwelling place; and Christians also live for a time amidst perishable things, while awaiting the freedom from change
and decay that will be theirs in heaven. As the soul benefits from the deprivation of food and drink, so Christians
flourish under persecution. Such is the Christian’s lofty
and divinely appointed function, from which he is not permitted to excuse himself.
From a letter to Diognetus (Nn. 5-6; Funk, 397-401)

To speak in general terms, we may say that the Christian
is to the world what the soul is to the body. As the soul is
present in every part of the body, while remaining distinct
But the result of popular misconception is that one often
forgets that our principal duty to our neighbor is a supernatural one, and that the principal way of satisfying that
duty is also a supernatural one. The most destitute man
in the world is the man in the state of mortal sin. He cannot rise out of his sin without the help of a grace, which
he cannot merit strictly for himself. The greatest work
then of fraternal charity is that by which grace is obtained
from God for those in mortal sin. And grace is only obtained by a spiritual life. The greatest service we can
render our neighbor is to sanctify ourselves. [...] There is
no limit to the supernatural service we can render our
neighbor by a life of faith, hope, charity, humility and
abandonment to the will of God.
-This Tremendous Lover, M. Eugene Boylan, p. 227
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The Angelic Warfare Confraternity

The Angelic Warfare Confraternity is an official association of the Dominican Order dedicated to the preservation
of chastity and the pursuit of truth under the patronage of
St. Thomas Aquinas. It finds its inspiration in St. Thomas'
victory in his battle against sexual temptation as a teenager in the prison tower, and his being girded by the angels with the cord of chastity.
The Angelic Warfare Confraternity has existed in the Order since the sixteenth century, but due to the widespread
need for spiritual assistance in the pursuit of chastity in
our society today, membership in the Angelic Warfare
Confraternity is currently undergoing a notable revival in
the Province of St. Joseph. A new website explaining the
Confraternity, and a newly established newsletter are just
two signs of this revival. Furthermore, there are many
new members of the Confraternity among college students, young adults, and married men and women. For
today living the virtue of chastity faces great challenges in
all states of life, and men and women of all states of life
want to draw upon the benefits of membership in the Confraternity.
Members of the Confraternity share in the graces obtained through the combined prayers of all the members.
Members pledge (but not under pain of sin) daily to pray
fifteen Hail Mary's, as well as St. Thomas Aquinas's
prayer for purity and chastity, and to offer these prayers
not for themselves alone but for all the members. In addition, there is a cord or medal that one wears. The Confraternity is therefore a rather massive prayer group dedicated to praying for purity and chastity for all its members.
Many people who have joined the Confraternity testify to
a decrease of sexual temptations or an increase of
strength in resisting them or both.
For more information on the history, meaning, and benefits of membership in the Confraternity, as well as instructions on how to join, go to the Angelic Warfare Confraternity website.
Truth Be Told 8

THE WEAK MADE STRONG
THE ELEVEN MARIAN BISHOPS
By permission of Gregory XIII, under the fresco of a
prison, on the walls of the English College, Rome, the
following sentence was inscribed: “For their Confession of
the Roman See and the Catholic Faith, eleven Catholic
Bishops died, after wasting away by a long imprisonment”
That is, the Catholic Bishops whom Elizabeth found in
their Sees on her accession, with the exception of Kitchen
of Llandaff, one and all refused to take the oath of supremacy, and were deposed. Those who had been weak
before, like Tunstall and Gardiner, and had accepted
Henry VIII under the title of Head of the Church, were
staunch now, for they had learnt where their error led.
They were placed in private confinement or imprisoned,
but on the breaking out of the Plague in London they were
subjected to the galling custody of their Protestant successors in what had been their own palaces, and there in
one or other prison in the end all died. Their end was in
obloquy before men, but their sculptured effigies in desecrated cathedrals would never give God the glory of their
broken croziers and empty thrones.
"They recovered strength from weakness, and became
valiant in war; they had trials of mockeries and stripes,
moreover also of bands and prisons, being approved by
the testimony of their faith." HEB. xi. 34, 36, 39.
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Blessed Margaret of Castello, Part V: The Mantellata
By Anita More, O.P.L.

This is the fifth in a series of
talks about Bl. Margaret of
Castello, delivered at the
meeting of the Idaho Lay
Dominicans, Bl. Margaret of
Castello Chapter, at Our
Lady of the Valley in Caldwell, Idaho on Sunday, July
15, 2007.

In Chapter 3, verses 13-15 of his first letter, St. Peter
says: “And who is he that can hurt you, if you be zealous
of good? But if also you suffer any thing for justice’s sake,
blessed are ye. And be not afraid of their fear, and be not
troubled. But sanctify the Lord Christ in your hearts, being
ready always to satisfy every one that asketh you a reason of that hope which is in you.”
The natural thing for Margaret to do after she was expelled from the convent was to seek out her Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament. So when the word spread abroad
about what had happened to her – for the nuns slipped in
holding their tongues in charity just as much as they
slipped in observing the Rule – her friends found her at
the Chiesa della Carita, kneeling in fervent prayer. Despite their tearful and sympathetic anger on her behalf,
Margaret would not allow them to speak ill of the nuns,
and blamed herself for trying their patience and not being
good enough for the religious life.
Unfortunately, fueled by the comments of the nuns about
Margaret’s allegedly eccentric behavior in the convent,
coupled with ignorance of all the facts and the unfortunate
human tendency to cynicism, it was not long before the
citizens of Castello came to agree with Margaret. If she
were really a saint, it was held, then she should not have
been thrown out of the convent. Nobody could really be
as good as Margaret purported to be, it was said; and
sure enough, she wasn’t. It was bad enough these rumors
were circulating behind Margaret’s back; but, like good
Italians, the people were not shy about expressing their
opinions to her face, either, or repeating them loudly
enough for her to hear. The adults gave themselves virtuous airs over Margaret’s apparent failure of virtue, and
their children jeered at her in the streets.
The words of Jesus that St. Luke records in the 6th chapter of his Gospel, verses 22-23, ring especially true when
we think about this new trial of Margaret’s: “Blessed are
you when men hate you, and when they exclude you and
Truth Be Told 8

revile you, and cast out your name as evil, on account of
the Son of man! Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for
behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers
did to the prophets.” And when Jesus was condemned,
they put a crown of thorns on His head, and a reed in His
hand, and a purple cloak on His shoulders, and mocked
Him, and spat on Him, and struck Him. Because Margaret
tried faithfully to follow the rule of the convent, she too
wore an invisible crown of thorns. But she never gave up
her faith, and never stopped trusting absolutely in the God
that allowed her to undergo such trials.
And in the fullness of time, God rewarded that trust. First
of all, the tide of public opinion began to turn. People began to wake up to the contrast between Margaret’s refusal to defend herself and her attempts to justify the nuns
on the one hand, and their failure to refrain from spreading gossip about her on the other. Margaret enjoyed a
better reputation than ever before, while the nuns –
whose identity, by the way, has sunk into oblivion – went
down in public esteem. But even more than that: as Father Bonniwell says in The Life of Blessed Margaret of
Castello [p. 64], “there was now conferred up on her – as
if in reward for her faith and courage – a gift that was to
bring her solid happiness to the day of her death. When
things looked blackest, God put Margaret together with
the Mantellate.
Father Bonniwell sums up nicely [pp. 64-65] who the
Mantellate were:
Mantellate (the term is peculiar to Italy) were lay
women who were members of the Order of Penance
of St. Dominic – an organization that eventually developed into the present Third Order of St. Dominic.
Women who wished to live a more religious life, but
who for any reason were unable to enter a convent,
could affiliate themselves with the Dominican Order
by joining the Order of Penance. In so doing they continued to live at home, but they bound themselves to
a more religious schedule of life, and at all times, both
at home and abroad, they wore the Dominican religious habit. This consisted of a white tunic, with a
leather belt, while over the head was worn a long, soft
white veil in the shape of an oblong scarf. There was
no scapular, but the members wore a black cloak or
mantella, and it was this which gave rise to the popular name of these Sisters – Mantellate.
Up until Little Margaret’s time, only widows of a certain
age were eligible to join the Mantellate, with here and
there an exception being made for a mature married
woman whose husband publicly gave his consent; but no
young single women were allowed in. But because of
Margaret’s unique situation and set of afflictions, her
friends among the Mantellate prevailed upon the Father
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The Outcast
(Continued from previous page)

Prior of the Dominican convent to make an exception in
her case. He appointed a committee to scrutinize Margaret’s faith, character and reputation; and when they reported favorably, Margaret was notified, to her great joy,
that she was acceptable as a candidate for the Order of
Penance of St. Dominic – the first young, unmarried
woman to be so accepted.

The climax of the ceremony strikingly resembled the
manner in which a knight took the oath of fealty to his
seigneur.
Fra Luigi took his seat on the throne placed before
the altar. The two Sisters led the blind girl up to the
altar steps, directly in front of him. Here Margaret
knelt, placed her hands on those of the Prior, and in a
voice charged with emotion made her profession:

Father Bonniwell describes Little Margaret’s reception into
the Order of Preachers [pp. 67-68]:

“To the honor of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, and of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of St.
Dominic, and in the presence of you, most reverend
Father, Prior of the Order of St. Dominic in Citta di
Castello, I, Sister Margaret, do make my profession.”

The day of her reception was one that always remained sacred in the memory of the blind girl. The
church was filled with Dominican friars, members of
the Mantellate, and other friends of Margaret. The
Prior himself presided at the ceremonies. On the predella of the main altar a throne had been placed; it
was here that Fra Luigi took his position. Lying folded
on the altar itself was the Dominican habit that was to
be given to Margaret.

Abruptly her voice broke. She felt that if her happiness were to become any greater she would surely
die. After a moment or two she regained control of
herself, and now her voice, firm and earnest, rang
through the church:

The blind girl was conducted to the foot of the altar
steps, where she knelt. The Prior began the ceremony by asking the formal question:

And I do promise that henceforth I will live according
to the form and Rule of the same Order of Penance of
St. Dominic, until death!”

“What do you seek?”
As the two Sisters guided Margaret down the altar
steps, all the Mantellate surged forward, eager to give
her the Pax, or Kiss of Peace, for from that day forth
the homeless beggar was their very own Sister in
Christ.

The girl answered, according to the ritual:
“God’s mercy and yours.”
The Prior solemnly addressed her in these words:

The Prior stood at the foot of the altar, and raising his
arms to Heaven, invoking a blessing on the new
Mantellata:

“Sister Margaret! You are about to become a member
of the Order of St. Dominic. Such a step carries with it
the gravest obligations. Henceforth, though you live in
the world, you must not be part of the world. Your
religious habit will be at once a solemn pledge, and a
constant reminder, that you have dedicated yourself
to the service and love of God, without reserve or
conditions other than expressed in the written Rule.
“From now on, Sister, your greatest concern must be
to serve God (and your fellowman, out of love of God)
to the maximum degree. The attainment of this ideal
is possible only if you make your life one of constant
prayer, continual mortification and cheerful sacrifice.
“May the spotless white habit you are about to receive
be preserved without stain by you until death!”
Turning to the altar, Fra Luigi blessed the religious
habit which as on the altar, and handed it to the two
Mantellate who were standing beside Margaret. They
in turn clothed the girl with the white robe and the
black mantle of the Order, while the whole assembly
sang the Veni Creator Spiritus.
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“May He who has begun this good work in you perfect
it until the day of Christ Jesus!”
Anita More, O.P.L., is secretary of the Bl. Margaret of
Castello Chapter, Boise

Through time, I have come to see clearly the urgent
need for women religious in the world. While some
groups of sisters were embracing a secular view of religious life and loosing their numbers, I never realized that
a corresponding drop in priestly vocations would also be
coming. Since those days, I have come to realize that
John Paul II's teaching on the complementarity between
men and women holds also in the supernatural realm;
numbers of vocations among men to the priesthood are
proportionate to those women religious who support
them in prayer and friendship.
-Fr. Giles Dimock, OP, STD

Page 22

Jan-Feb 2010

Rose Hawthorne and a More Humane Vision of Health Care

In his address to Congress on September 9, President
Barack Obama recommended his proposed healthcare
reform by citing a letter he had received from the late
Sen. Edward Kennedy, in which the senator wrote, "What
we face is above all a moral issue; at stake are not just
the details of policy, but fundamental principles of social
justice and the character of our country." Citing Senator
Kennedy as an authority on social justice and the nation's
character may not have been a winning gambit for all of
the president's audience, but he was right to acknowledge
that the health-care debate does entail important moral
issues.
If reforming health care along the lines proposed by many
Democrats results in the rationing and indeed degradation
of care, is there any moral justification for such reform?
As the Catholic Medical Association (CMA) recently
warned, "Giving the federal government the power, and
primary responsibility, to contain medical expenditures
could threaten the provision of medical care to the most
vulnerable, the elderly and the chronically ill." "Misguided
legislation," the CMA argued, could only worsen health
care.

science that founded the utopian Brook Farm community;
The Scarlet Letter anatomizes the obsessive Puritan conscience; The House of the Seven Gables looks at how
conscience often operates in families, grappling with the
ghosts of ancestral guilt.
But it was in Hawthorne's own family that his moral preoccupations found their full flowering, especially in the life of
his daughter Rose, the legacy of whose work exposes
grave flaws in the president's proposed overhaul of health
care.
Rose Hawthorne (1851-1926) was born in Lennox, Massachusetts, the third and youngest daughter of Hawthorne
and his discriminating wife, Sophia Peabody, who once
exclaimed: "I hate transcendentalism, because it is full of
immoderate dicta which would disorganize society" -- not
a sentiment that would endear her to the immoderate social engineers surrounding our current president.

One New Englander who would have appreciated this
was Nathaniel Hawthorne, whose writings are full of cautionary tales about well-meaning reformers. "The BirthMark" is perhaps the most brilliant. The tale's visionary
hero, intolerant of human imperfection, resolves to remove a birthmark from his wife's face and, in the process,
kills her.

The love that Rose received from her parents helped sustain her throughout her difficult adulthood. Shortly before
her marriage collapsed (her husband was an incorrigible
alcoholic), she astounded her mostly Unitarian friends
and relations by converting to Roman Catholicism. Once
embarked on her new life, she dedicated herself to providing care to the cancerous poor, who, at the time, were
barred from the city's hospitals and left to rot on Blackwell's Island. After the death of her husband, she founded
the Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne to advance her sacramental work.

For Henry James, Hawthorne "combined . . . the spontaneity of imagination with a haunting care for moral problems. Man's conscience was his theme . . . ." Hawthorne's
works corroborate James's point: The Blithedale Romance pokes witty fun at the Transcendentalist con-

Rose's friend Emma Lazarus, whose lines adorn the
Statue of Liberty -- "Give me your tired, your poor/Your
huddled masses yearning to breathe free . . ." -- and who
died herself of cancer at the age of 38, introduced her to
the needs of the poor by sharing with her the work she
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was doing on behalf of indigent Jews in New York. After
reading a news story about pogroms in Russia, Lazarus
told Rose: "I forgot Emerson. I forgot everything except
that my people were in need of help." Here was a woman
after Rose's own heart.
To fund the homes she set up for her patients on the
Lower East Side and, later, in Hawthorne, New York,
Rose published appeals in the New York Times, one of
which ran: "Let the poor, the patient, the destitute and the
hopeless receive from our compassion what we would
give to our own families, if we were really generous to
them."

tality that she established her own homes, which are still
going strong today throughout the United States and
(President Obama, take note) Kenya. One reason for their
continued success is the munificence of donors like
Twain; but another and perhaps even greater reason is
their inherent goodness, for, to quote Pope John Paul II,
they are "not merely institutions where care is provided for
the sick or the dying," but "places where suffering, pain
and death are acknowledged and understood in their human and specifically Christian meaning."
For their compassionate vision of health care, the Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne can cite the authority of Pope
Benedict XVI, who wrote in his first encyclical:

Of all the many responses she received, one stood out:
Love -- caritas -- will always prove necessary, even
in the most just society. There is no ordering of the
State so just that it can eliminate the need for a service of love. Whoever wants to eliminate love is preparing to eliminate man as such. There will always
be suffering which cries out for consolation and help.
There will always be loneliness. There will always be
situations of material need where help in the form of
concrete love of neighbor is indispensable. The
State which would provide everything, absorbing
everything into itself, would ultimately become a
mere bureaucracy incapable of guaranteeing the
very thing which the suffering person -- every person
-- needs: namely, loving personal concern.

If there is an unassailably good cause in the world, it
is this one undertaken by the Dominican Sisters, of
housing, nourishing and nursing the most pathetically
unfortunate of all the afflicted among us -- men and
women sentenced to a painful and lingering death by
incurable disease . . . . I am glad in the prosperous
issue of your work, and glad to know that this prosperity will continue, and be permanent -- a thing which
I do know, for that endowment is banked where it
cannot fail until pity fails in the hearts of men, and that
will never be.
Throughout his life, Mark Twain was one of Rose's
staunchest supporters.
The loving care that the Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
continue to extend to their patients could not be in starker
contrast to the sort of cheese-paring bureaucratic care
that the president and his allies recommend in their proposals. For example, the Congressional Budget Office
recently informed Senate Finance Chairman Max Baucus
that his plan to cut $123 billion from Medicare Advantage
-- the program that provides one-fourth of seniors their
private health insurance -- would cause some 2.7 million
seniors to lose their coverage altogether.
Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel, the president's health czar, looks
askance at the very notion of extending end-of-life care.
"Covering services provided to individuals who are irreversibly prevented from being or becoming participating
citizens . . . should not be guaranteed," Dr. Emanuel
wrote in a Hastings Center Report. "An obvious example
is not guaranteeing health services to patients with dementia."
In sentiments such as these, Rose Hawthorne would
have seen a return to the mentality that set up the death
warrens of Blackwell's Island. It was to reform that menTruth Be Told 8

These insights, which describe so accurately the "service
of love" for which the Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
were founded, should also guide those who wish to bring
about truly humane health-care reform.
From “The Friars Blog” of the Province of St. Joseph. Edward
Short is finishing a book on Cardinal Newman and his contemporaries, which will be published by Continuum.

Let it be noted that charity does not compel us to like
people, but to love them. And love is an act of the will
wishing one well. Further what passes for fraternal charity is often not really Christian. Modern civilization is full
of a humanitarianism which is not Christian charity, for its
motive is not the love of God. It may be a love of man,
though it is more often a love of management. Whatever
be its motive, unless it be derived from the love of God, it
profits nothing. It is on this point that many Catholics even many Catholic religious - make a fatal mistake that
renders much of their works for their neighbor sterile and
unprofitable; for their motives are human. To them can
be applied the warning of our Lord: Amen, I say unto
you, they have received their reward.
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Love is Unreasonable

Mater Ecclesiae

St. Peter Chrysologus

Fund for Vocations

The flame of God’s love set human hearts on fire and intoxicated human senses. Wounded by love, men longed
to see God with their bodily eyes.

The Mater Ecclesiae Fund for Vocations is privileged to
assist men and women to follow God's call to service in
the Church through a life of consecration. We operate the
St. Joseph Student Debt Relief Grant Program for religious life and the St. John Vianney Student Debt Relief
Grant Program for the parish priesthood. These grants
eliminate the delay many young people encounter as they
struggle to pay off their student debts before they can enter religious life. A grant pays candidates' student loan
payments while they are in formation for either religious
life or the priesthood.

How could our narrow human vision perceive one whom
the whole world cannot contain? What will be, what ought
to be, what can be – the law of love does not care about
these things. Love does not have judgment, reason, strategy. Love refuses to be consoled when its goal proves
impossible, refuses to be cured if its goal is difficult to
achieve.
Love destroys the lover if he cannot obtain what he loves.
It goes where it is led, not where it ought to go. Love
gives birth to desire, it bursts into flame and that fire
draws it to seek forbidden things. What more is there to
say?
Love cannot accept not seeing the thing that it loves. That
is why the saints counted whatever they deserved as being nothing if it did not mean that they could see the Lord.
Thus although a love that desires to see God may not be
desiring something reasonable, but still its desire is a truly
good thing.
Thus it was that Moses dared to say: If I have found favour in your eyes, show me your face.
Thus it was that the psalmist said: Show me your face.
Even the pagans were obeying the same impulse when
they made their idols: even though they were mistaken,
they knew that they had to see with their eyes what they
worshipped with their hearts.
Office of Readings, Thursday Week II of Advent

But the result of popular misconception is that one often
forgets that our principal duty to our neighbor is a supernatural one, and that the principal way of satisfying that
duty is also a supernatural one. The most destitute man
in the world is the man in the state of mortal sin. He cannot rise out of his sin without the help of a grace, which
he cannot merit strictly for himself. The greatest work
then of fraternal charity is that by which grace is obtained
from God for those in mortal sin. And grace is only obtained by a spiritual life. The greatest service we can
render our neighbor is to sanctify ourselves. [...] There is
no limit to the supernatural service we can render our
neighbor by a life of faith, hope, charity, humility and
abandonment to the will of God.
-This Tremendous Lover, M. Eugene Boylan, p. 227
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http://fundforvocations.org/
On July 27th 2009, Sr. Kathleen was clothed with the Dominican habit and took the religious name Sr. Constance
as she entered the novitiate of the Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecilia in Nashville, TN. She received her St. Joseph
grant in the Summer 2008 award period.
Sr. Constance is the daughter of Deacon Mike Collins, St.
Paul Catholic Church, Nampa, Idaho. Deacon Collins has
been a regular guest at the Blessed Margaret of Castello
Chapter House in Homedale, Idaho.

Page 25

Jan-Feb 2010

From the Chapters
St. Albert the Great, Oakland

Former LPC President Karen Woods
Recovering From a Stroke

St. Albert Chapter has sad news and good news. The
sad news is that we lost Dieter Beers, a recently professed member who, at one time, had been a cooperator
brother at St. Albert Priory. He left the community and
had a varied career including working for the court system
in San Francisco. He found his way back to Dominican
life, joining our chapter, participating in our formation program. After his profession, he was elected to the chapter
council to start his term this fall. Dieter's health in the last
couple of years was precarious in that he didn't seem to
eat and gain strength from food. He often had to leave
our meetings feeling too weak to stay. Finally, he was
diagnosed with gastro-intestinal problems and was being
prepared for November surgery. At first, he seemed to
being doing well; suddenly, he took a turn for the worse.
Happily, Fr. Kieran Healy OP our, religious assistant was
told. Fr Kieran decided to go immediately to visit and
anoint Dieter who died later that same evening. Dieter, in
full Dominican habit, had his funeral Mass at the Priory,
celebrated by Fr. Kieran with Fr. Buckley OP, Prior, and
Fr. Padrez OP, Socius to the Provincial, as concelebrants. His Dominican brothers and sisters in the chapter
attended and Dieter was laid to rest in Guerneville. May
he rest in peace!

In her own words

The good news is that we had a spectacular Day of Reflection on 5 December at the Priory. Thirty people, seventeen of our members and thirteen others who responded to our flyers and publicity heard Fr. Michael
Hurley, OP, assistant to the Benicia chapter, preach on
Spe Salvi that he called "The Advent of Hope". We not
only listened, we watched a well-worked out power point
presentation, resuming the encyclical with excellent illustrations. Fr. Michael welcomed questions and discussions as he proceeded so that everyone was involved in
the Pope's meaning of hope and its relationship to faith
and, of course, its importance in our life. A great start to
Advent!
Gloria Escalona, our moderator, rearranged the order of
our December meeting. After the Office for the Dead for
Dieter and for a member of the Ashland, OR chapter who
was buried that week in Benicia, she asked each member
to agree to share his/her apostolate during meetings in
2010. Everyone responded willingly, and she gave each
one an outline to help them prepare their presentations.
Then she asked that members of the chapter council start
off as models for others.
I spoke about my work in St. Mary Magdalen Parish, a
quick resume of what I wrote for the last edition of "Truth
Be Told". Mary Rudge, poet laureate of the city of Alameda, spoke about being raised in an anti-Catholic environment, her conversion and marriage. She managed to
raise her seven children on her own as well as taking in

Yes, the brain went haywire. It was a painful, frightening
experience, I must say. The hospital folks were wonderful and really knew their stuff, so they had me back in a
day. It took a couple more days for me to get my speech
back (mostly pronunciation and retrieval of words) and
my eyes don't coordinate quite right yet, but I can manage easily. I have a strong constitution and have always
been blessed with good health, so add that to all the
prayers, and you have a success story. In fact, this was
the first time ever that I was admitted to a hospital -- my
first ride in an ambulance... I hope my last! I'm recovering nicely but have some work to do on my blood pressure, so continued prayer would be very much appreciated. I'm so grateful for the prayers that surrounded and
supported me! I could actually perceive them. Very
powerful. I so appreciate every one of them.
I experienced the best of community life during this escapade. On Monday morning, word got around very fast
that I'd been whisked away in an ambulance. Members
of my chapter showed up in the emergency room and
stayed with me all day while I was pretty much out of it. I
slept, they sat with me, keeping an eye on me. Others
showed up to visit on succeeding days and thus shorten
the days for me. They kept contact with my sister in
California. They helped me pray the Liturgy of the Hours
when I couldn't manage reading. They suggested that I
be anointed, something Fr. James Thompson, OP, was
quick to do. They gave me therapeutic laughs. They
took care of my house and my cats and filled in for me in
other places. Those who didn't drop by prayed for me,
called or sent messages. Then, when I felt ready to resume normal life, they let me -- with the offer of help if I
needed it! What a terrific community!
Take care, enjoy the rest of Advent and then burst into
celebration at Christmas!
Karen

needy children. In addition, she taught for ten years,
worked as an activist for the United Farm Workers and
somehow, she found time to interview on radio and TV
minority people to have them share with others their
struggle to find their place in life with dignity in California.
It is a life of constant giving and caring for others. Steffen
Richards spoke of his conversion, his desire to preserve
his new found faith that led him to find the Dominicans, all
a base for his ministry. He is an Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion at St. Mary Magdalen Parish but con(Continued on next page)
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siders his main ministry listening quietly and gently, responding to those who want to discuss their ideas, problems and questions, especially about faith.
Gloria then gave a power point presentation of her trip to
Italy with quick views of her stays in Florence and Venice.
Her main emphasis was on wonderful stay in Rome
where she attended the canonization ceremonies of five
saints, including the Spanish Dominican Fr. Coll and the
Dutch Fr. Damien. She was part of the delegation honoring the foundress of the Little Sisters of the Poor, Bl.
Jeanne Jugan, for whom Gloria worked in San Francisco.
We saw beautiful views of St. Peter's, all sparkly clean on
the outside since the Jubilee Year cleanup. Then we went
inside before the ceremonies to view the glories of the
interior.
She managed to get excellent close-up shots of Cardinal
Levada, former San Francisco archbishop, and of Pope
Benedict XVI as they participated in the ceremonies. She
and her companions spent the last day at Santa Sabina,
the world headquarters of the Dominican Order. We saw
the glorious, classical simple interior that enchanted Pope
John Paul II. She managed to get a private tour of St.
Dominic's cell, now made into a chapel, the window that
looks down from it to the church and the wonderful carving that is above the altar in the chapel. The carving answers the question asked long ago when someone saw a
painting of Our Lady surrounded by many saints but no
Dominicans. The carving shows Mary opening her mantle with myriad Dominicans kneeling within its folds. There
was also a beautiful painting of St. Dominic and beside it
in the presentation was a photo of the rock reputed to be
the one thrown by the devil to try to kill St. Dominic. It
missed him but wrecked the areas it hit!
A wonderful meeting that built community among our
members and ties us more closely to our heritage. It augers well for the year to come.

Cecelia Hoesly headed up the chapter-sponsored
Thanksgiving basket apostolate again this year. Members
donated turkeys and other items such as canned goods
and helped assemble and deliver the baskets to the poor
in the parish community. Many parish members and youth
also donated items and assisted with the project.
Roberta Powell

St. Dominic, San Diego
The St. Dominic Chapter in Formation held elections at its
monthly meeting on October 20, 2009:
Prior:
Subprioress:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Formation Director:

Aaron Magnan
Celina Ortiz
Anna Orellana
Kathy Stone
Larry Loza

At the November 17, 2009 meeting, the following members made their first profession:
Mike Chadwick, Carrie Loza, Aaron Magnan, Anna
Orellana, and Kathy Stone.
During the commitment ceremony on November 17, the
following inquirers were accepted as candidates for the
order: Nathan Le, Celina Ortiz, and Sophia Sproule.
The St. Dominic Chapter benefits greatly from the spiritual
direction of Fr. Vincent Serpa, OP, Provincial Promoter
of the Lay Dominican Council. The chapter currently has
twelve members: five professed, four candidates, and
three inquirers.
Sophia Sproule

Mary Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento

Ellen Logue

Holy Rosary, Portland
Holy Rosary Chapter will be having an Epiphany party on
Sun Jan. 3. Mary Fazio will be making spaghetti and
hosting the get together in her home. Chapter members
will be bringing salads, desserts and other dishes to fill
out the menu.
Sandy Miller has been leading our study of Pope Benedict XVI's encyclical Spe Salve (On Christian Hope) for
ongoing formation. We cover about five sections per
meeting. The encyclical has inspired some thought provoking discussions and lots of material for contemplation
on how it applies to our lives and, especially, our lives as
lay Dominicans.

Happy new year, dear friends in St. Dominic. The Sacramento chapter prays that all lay Dominicans enjoyed joyful and blessed Advent and Christmas seasons.
We continue reading through Christifideles Laici and
Apostolicam Actuositatem in our ongoing chapter formation, a year-long study of the role of the laity within the
Church. At the suggestion of several wonderful friars,
Catherine Liberatore completed the audio workshops of
Called & Gifted and Discerning Charisms available
through the Catherine of Siena Institute (www.siena.org).
She thoroughly recommends these programs, which rely
heavily on these same two Church documents our chapter studies this year. Our Dominican formation group continues to study the lives of Dominican saints and the Be(Continued on next page)
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atitudes, particularly through the life of Bl. Pier Giorgio
Frassati, while we continue reading Jesus of Nazareth by
Pope Benedict XVI. This excellent book includes many of
the Holy Father’s wonderful insights into the Beatitudes.
Fr. Brendan McAnerney OP, led our chapter in a wonderful Advent day of reflection on December 5th. We examined Christmas homilies from Pope St. Leo the Great
and St. Peter Chrysologus as we reflected on the universal message of the Incarnation and the dignity it brings to
our humanity. He also offered the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass for us at the end of the day. Thank you, Fr. Brendan, for a beautiful and blessed day.
Our chapter launched a new website in December, a
place to centralize information on the lay Dominican vocation, communicate with others, link to other Dominican
sites, and promote upcoming chapter events. Anyone can
view our site at www.fbook.me/saclaydoms. If you are
also a Facebook member, please become a “fan” of our
site and join our new on-line group. We look forward to
hearing from you.
We wish a blessed 65th birthday to Fr. Brendan in January 2010, and we thank him for all he does for us. To
commemorate his birthday, our chapter arranged to have
a Mass said for Fr. Brendan and his intentions at the
Notre Dame Center in Jerusalem. Jenny Patten Gargiulo OPL, made the beautiful scroll shown here to commemorate the occasion. Detailed views appear on our
website. Fr. Brendan and Jenny possess amazing artistic

abilities, and we thank God for
placing such talents within our
chapter.
Members of the Sacramento
and Modesto chapters will combine in January 2010 for our
annual weekend retreat. Fr.
Emmerich Vogt OP, will join
us at the Mercy Auburn Retreat
Center and serve as our retreat
master. Our members share
great excitement over this upcoming opportunity to spend quiet time with Our Lord and
Our Lady under the guidance of such a widely soughtafter retreat master. God never ceases to bless us abundantly.
May God bless you all in this new year, and may Our
Lady always intercede for you before the throne of her
divine Son.
Catherine Liberatore

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park
I have a request for prayers for the repose of the soul of
our Prayer Member, Vera O'Connor OPL.
Vera went to the Lord at 2:30 a.m. on December 14,
2009, the feast of St. John of the Cross whom she loved.
She was our Formation Director at Corpus Christi Chapter for many years and compiled some basic formation
(Continued on next page)

A Contemplative Pilgrimage to the Lands of Dominic
For the Dominican Laity of the WDP In the Spring of 2010
Dominican Father Bernhard Blankenhorn will lead up to 15 Dominican Laity of
our province on a two-week pilgrimage to Toulouse, Fanjeaux and Caleruega
from April 26 to May 8, 2010. The low-key, retreat-like program includes lodging and meals at Dominican houses at all three sites. The horarium includes
daily Mass, Lauds, Vespers and Compline in common, as well as one or two
conferences with Fr. Bernhard. The schedule will allow generous time for rest,
walks, personal prayer and study and conversations. The main theme will be a
historical and spiritual portrait of St. Dominic. The projected price for the land
package is $1575-$2150, depending on the number of participants, plus airfare
($1100-1300). Registration is capped at 15 pilgrims, first-come, first-served.
For inquiries, please contact the pilgrimage coordinator, Sr. Jane Comerford,
CSJ, at pilgrimages@earthlink.net, or call her at 509-868-1683.
Fr. Bernhard Blankenhorn, OP has served as parochial vicar at Blessed Sacrament Parish in Seattle, where he
taught regularly in the adult faith formation program. He is currently writing a dissertation on the mystical theology of
St. Albert the Great and St. Thomas Aquinas at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland. Texts and/or audio files of
his previous lectures on St. Dominic and Dominican Spirituality are available at http://www.blessed-sacrament.org/
formation.html.
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materials that was adopted by the province some years
ago. She had been a Benedictine nursing sister for 18
years and left during the turbulence following Vatican II.
She married for a short time (it was annulled), the fruit of
which was a lovely daughter she named Christa. Vera
went back to work as head of nurse's training in a major
LA hospital. After her retirement she moved to the Bay
Area and joined the Corpus Christi Chapter of Dominican
Laity.
Her final years were spent in the Tri-Valley area San
Ramon, Danville and Pleasanton and near her daughter,
Christa, her husband and their six children. Vera was
always active in her parishes in spite of her long suffering
burden of Parkinson's Disease. She was always aglow
with her love of her Lord. Such was the witness again
and again at the Rosary and her funeral at St. Raymond
of Penyafort (another great Dominican) Parish in Dublin,
CA.
Many of us suspect that she now resides beneath Mary's
mantle with her Dominican family in heaven.
Gloria Serpa

Bl Margaret of Castello, Boise
The Bl. Margaret of Castello chapter got together on the
third Saturday of December to engage that other great
Dominican charism: enjoying good food in good company.
Subprioress Stephanie DeNinno OPL rounded up a
splendid ham for the annual chapter Christmas party; a
friendly yet vigorous competition took place over a beautiful portrait of the Blessed Mother at the “white elephant”
gift exchange.
In December the chapter’s overseas apostolate
(Dominican Overseas Education and Relief Society,
http://www.doersmissions.org) raised something over
$5,000 through bake sales, alternate gift programs
(Advent Conspiracy), and a parish dinner featuring a Honduran meal. This month, Formation Director Mike Turner
OPL and other members of D.O.E.R.S. of are traveling to
Honduras to distribute approximately $3,000 worth of
medicine and aid funds. The group will provide financial
assistance to Casa Aurora (an HIV/AIDS outreach of the
Columbus Dominican Sisters and Sr. Doris Regan OP)
which suffered fire damage last year; financial assistance
will also be provided to Dr. Jovel of the Mary Magdalene
Dominican Lay Fraternity in San Pedro Sula (Dr. Jovel is
the founder of Casa Aurora); prenatal vitamins will be distributed through various clinic outlets, and the Kinder
Feeding Program will be initiated through schools in
Copan. The local source for Bio-sand filters is no longer
available, so that work is on hold for now.

Dear Mark,
Thanks for all that you are doing for God's people! May
God in turn continue to reveal to you the way, the truth
and the life!
I have just opened the " The Truth be told", the issue of
November. I have loved your testimony; how you have
met your God and found the way in a fishing day; particularly reflecting on the works and works of St. Augustine. I
do not want even to down play the experiences of the
Wife in a confessional! That was great! I continue to pray
that your testimonies may change the world!
I can share with you an experience I had one day: I had a
young boy I was helping and he lived with us in the family;
He was Anglican, and I showed him his Church if he
needed to pray. As for me, I told him, I am a strong
Catholic and I pray in the other church, I showed him
also. A few days later, he witnessed me praying over a
lady who all of a sudden began screaming and was no
longer herself! After several minutes of prayer, she came
back to her senses and told me, she was okay - her sickness had gone. And indeed, she healed, the problems
she used to get are no more. You know what? The young
man asked me immediately that he wanted to convert!
Today, he is Catholic!
Sending you love and blessing!
God bless you Mark!
Fr. Jerome Agelu
Soroti, Uganda
—
Dear Mark,
Again thank you for the beautiful issue of Truth be Told,
beautiful to look at and full of good content, truly a Dominican contribution.
Be assured of our prayers here at Queen of Peace.
Sr.Jean Marie
Ed — The web site for Queen of Peace Monastery is
http://www.dominicannunsbc.ca

Ecclesiastes [] rebukes presumptuous persons with the
warning: Do not say, “How is it that former days were
better than these?” For it is not in wisdom that you ask
this.
-St. Athanasius, in Office of Readings, Thurs of 30th
week in Ordinary Time.

Anita Moore
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So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of
Wisdom in souls.
The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

Mary, our mother

May those who are born, not of blood nor of the will
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God, offer
to the Father their harmony as sons united in
peace; and may all those whom he has adopted as
his members meet in the firstborn of the new creation who came not to do his own will but the will of
the one who sent him; for the grace of the Father
has adopted as heirs neither the contentious nor
the dissident, but those who are one in thought and
love. The hearts and minds of those who have
been reformed according to one and the same image should be in harmony with one another. The
birthday of the Lord is the birthday of peace, as
Paul the Apostle says: For he is our peace, who
has made us both one.
St Leo the Great, Office of Readings, Dec 31

Let us, then, not light the lamp by
contemplation and action, only to put
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean,
which is the enlightening word of
knowledge - lest we be condemned
for restricting by the letter the incomprehensible power of wisdom. Rather
let us place it upon the lampstand of
holy Church, on the heights of true
contemplation, where it may kindle
for all men the light of divine teaching.
-St. Maximus the Confessor
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And mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,
Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,
Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,
Let those who have drifted
Hear your call,
And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!
Pope John Paul II

Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.opl@gmail.com
2711 Lancaster Dr.
Boise, ID 83702


Please notify by email if you would like to
be added to the regular emailing list.

There is no subscription fee.
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released
on or around the first day of each bimonthly period, by
email and on the website (http://laydominicanswest/
newsletter). Deadline for contributions is one week
before the end of the month (but preferably by the 15th
of the prior month).
Editor – Mark Gross
Submissions to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in particular presentations made at chapter meetings. We cannot guarantee that all will be published,
and we reserve the right to edit submissions. The purpose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for proclaiming the Good
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St.
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.
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