Bringing Christ to the World
Issue 5

Newsletter of the Dominican Laity

Jul-Aug 2009

Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus

Praise Be Jesus
Bring Jesus to a World Starving for Peace
Greetings and Blessings to you, brothers and sisters in St. Dominic!
The truth being told, Jesus said: “For this I was
born and for this I came into the world, to testify to
the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice”. Pilate said to Him, “What is
truth?” (John 18:37-38) Perhaps Pilate’s question
was more of a cynical comment on his life as a
politician. Perhaps too, he really wanted an answer and sensed that Jesus could give him one.
Today, people are still asking the same question
Pilate did, “What is truth?”
(Continued on page 4)

From the Editor
St. Dominic drank at that most pure well which
was opened by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost. Today we are confronted with a
world which largely considers the Catholic faith
as anathema as did the world of Dominic’s day.

From the events surrounding the beginning of our Order many reasons can be adduced why the Blessed Virgin Mary herself may be
considered the special patroness of our Order. From what I have
heard with my own ears and from the many accounts in the 'Lives of
the Brethren', it seems that she is our special Mother, bringing forth,
advancing and defending the Order whose purpose is to praise, to
bless and to preach her Son.
Commentary on the Constitutions of the Order of Preachers,
Bl. Humbert of Romans
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The world today yearns for peace and justice.
Yet the world is attempting to force its way to the
goal; man in his pride is convinced that by pure
will and power he can attain these laudatory
goals without God or reference to God. St.
Augustine speaks of what is necessary in order
to achieve a world of peace and justice, when
explaining Psalm 85 (righteousness and peace
have kissed each other), he said “for there is no
one who wills not peace: but all will not work
righteousness.”
(Continued on page 4)
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“Seek God, and Peace Will Be Given to You”
Address of His Holiness Benedict XVI
Presidential Palace - Jerusalem, 11 May 2009
Mr President, [...] I wish to assure you [...] and all the people of the State of Israel that my pilgrimage to the holy
places is one of prayer for the precious gift of unity and
peace for the Middle East and for all humanity. Indeed, I
pray daily for peace born of justice to return to the Holy
Land and the entire region, bringing security and renewed
hope for all.
Peace is above all a divine gift. For peace is the Almighty’s promise to humanity, and harbors unity. In the
book of the prophet Jeremiah we read: “I know the plans I
have in mind for you – it is the Lord who speaks – plans
for peace not disaster, to give you a future and a
hope” (Jer 29:11-12). The prophet reminds us of the Almighty’s promise that he can “be found”, that he “will listen”, that he “will gather us together as one”. But there is
a proviso: we must “seek him”, and “seek him with all our
heart” (cf. ibid., 12-14).
To the religious leaders present this afternoon, I wish to
say that the particular contribution of religions to the quest
for peace lies primarily in the wholehearted, united search
for God. Ours is the task of proclaiming and witnessing
that the Almighty is present and knowable even when he
seems hidden from our sight, that he acts in our world for
our good, and that a society’s future is marked with hope
when it resonates in harmony with his divine order. It is
God’s dynamic presence that draws hearts together and
ensures unity. In fact, the ultimate foundation of unity
among persons lies in the perfect oneness and universality of God, who created man and woman in his image and
likeness in order to draw us into his own divine life so that
all may be one.
Religious leaders must therefore be mindful that any division or tension, any tendency to introversion or suspicion
among believers or between our communities, can easily
lead to a contradiction which obscures the Almighty’s
oneness, betrays our unity, and contradicts the One who
reveals himself as “abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex 34:6; Ps 138:2; Ps 85:11). My friends: Jerusalem, which has long been a crossroads for peoples of
many different origins, is a city which affords Jews, Christians and Muslims both the duty and the privilege to bear
witness together to the peaceful coexistence long desired
by worshippers of the one God; to lay bare the Almighty’s
plan for the unity of the human family announced to Abraham; and to proclaim the true nature of man as a seeker
of God. Let us resolve to ensure that through the teaching and guidance of our respective communities we shall
assist them to be true to who they are as believers, ever
aware of the infinite goodness of God, the inviolable dignity of every human being, and the unity of the entire human family.

Sacred Scripture also presents us with an understanding
of security. According to the Hebrew usage, security –
"batah" – arises from trust and refers not just to the absence of threat but also to the sentiment of calmness and
confidence. In the book of the prophet Isaiah we read of
a time of divine blessing: “Once more the Spirit is poured
upon us… and justice will dwell in the wilderness and integrity in the fertile land; integrity will bring peace, and
justice everlasting security” (Is 32:15-17). Security, integrity, justice and peace. In God’s design for the world,
these are inseparable. Far from being simply products of
human endeavor, they are values which stem from God’s
fundamental relationship with man, and dwell as a common patrimony in the heart of every individual.
There is only one way to protect and promote these values: exercise them! Live them! No individual, family,
community or nation is exempt from the duty to live in justice and to work for peace. And naturally, civic and political leaders are expected to ensure just and proper security for the people whom they have been elected to
serve. That objective forms a part of the rightful promotion of values common to humanity and thus cannot conflict with the unity of the human family. The authentic values and goals of a society, which always safeguard human dignity, are indivisible, universal and interdependent
(cf. Address to the United Nations, 18 April 2008). Thus
they cannot be satisfied when they fall prey to particular
interests or piecemeal politics. A nation’s true interest is
always served by the pursuit of justice for all.
Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, lasting security is a
matter of trust, nurtured in justice and integrity, and
sealed through the conversion of hearts which stirs us to
look the other in the eye, and to recognize the “Thou”, as
my equal, my brother, my sister. In this way does not society itself become the “fruitful field” (Is 32:15) marked,
not by blocks or obstructions, but by cohesion and vibrancy? Can it not become a community with noble aspirations where all are willingly afforded access to education, family housing and the opportunity for employment, a
society ready to build upon the lasting foundations of
hope?
To conclude, I would like to turn to the ordinary families of
this city, of this country. What parents would ever want
violence, insecurity, or disunity for their son or daughter? What humane political end can ever be served
through conflict and violence? I hear the cry of those who
live in this land for justice, for peace, for respect for their
dignity, for lasting security, a daily life free from the fear of
outside threats and senseless violence. And I know that
considerable numbers of men and women and young
people are working for peace and solidarity through cul(Continued on page 3)
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From the President
Well, the 2009 Lay Provincial Council has come and gone
(June 19 – 21) – it was my first as president – and we
were able to accomplish a number of things this year. I
was particularly gratified that we were able to spend a bit
more time in prayer together, praying morning, evening
and night offices, and we also made the time to pray a
Rosary as well. Among the items of business:
The Saint Monica Chapter of Benicia, California, has
been in formation since roughly 2002 and has grown to a
very functional group of over 20, eight of whom will make
life profession in August. They are currently working with
four candidates and, at last report, they were expecting as
many as eight inquirers for their June meeting. As its first
order of business, the 2009 Lay Provincial Council
granted full recognition status to Saint Monica Chapter;
Fr. Vincent Serpa, OP, our Promoter, delivered two exceptionally well-received talks. We’d originally hoped to
get our Prior Provincial, Fr. Emmerich Vogt, OP to speak
with us in one of those two times scheduled, but unfortunately, he’d been booked out of town, and Fr. Vincent
graciously agreed to deliver both talks. He did not disappoint. His talks, in different but complimentary ways, outlined the mission of the Laity relative to the headship of
the crucified and risen Jesus Christ. Given the world in
which the Dominican Laity finds itself operating, the first
priority we as Dominicans should maintain is that of beginning and ending everything we do in the name of Jesus and in full recognition of his being the Second Person
of the Most Holy Trinity – indeed the very reason for our
existence. It’s a message that the chapters of our province would be blessed to hear, and I understand a number of LPC representatives are now working with Fr. Vincent to bring him to deliver that message direct to their
chapters, either for retreats or days of recollection;
I’d mentioned in an earlier Truth Be Told column that Fr.
Emmerich Vogt, OP, had formally approved our proposed

Seek God...
(Continued from page 2)

tural programs and through initiatives of compassionate
and practical outreach; humble enough to forgive, they
have the courage to grasp the dream that is their right.
Mr President, I thank you for the courtesy you have
shown to me and I assure you again of my prayers for the
Government and all the citizens of this State. May a
genuine conversion of the hearts of all lead to an ever
strengthening commitment to peace and security through
justice for everyone. Shalom!
Vatican online services
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revision of the Particular Directory and we spent a bit of
time at the LPC reviewing it. Because the 2008 LPC had
already approved it pending final approval by the Prior
Provincial, it was not necessary to vote again. The June,
2009, version of the Particular Directory is now officially
ours and all members of the Western Province should
have a copy, and chapters should be using it now, instead
of the old, retired PD. Should anyone need a copy, feel
free to email me at tonyg@teleport.com and I’ll send it to
you. Also, it will soon be made available online on our
website which is currently undergoing an upgrade;
We held elections for the offices of Vice President and
Secretary. Both office holders were eligible for election or
reelection, and Denise Harvey (Vice President) and Mary
Halvorson (Secretary) were elected by acclamation;
Finally, we attempted something a bit new this year with
Chapter Reports. In years past, Chapter Reports have
been something of a puzzle for us in deciding how to handle them as the number of chapters has grown substantially and it’s difficult to get 20 or 25 chapters to report in a
very limited amount of time. It was suggested recently
that owing to the large number of new chapters and chapters in formation, it might be worthwhile to attempt a
roundtable discussion on chapter life, with an eye toward
assisting those chapters who might need help in that
area. So, this year we initiated a dialog among the chapters that worked so well that we will give more time to it
next year. It was encouraging to hear that chapters found
it useful and I’m hopeful that we can do something similar
next year, though we’ll budget more time for it.
And, speaking of next year, I’ve scheduled the Lay Provincial Council for July 9 – 11, 2010. There are a number
of reasons for our having to move our schedule from the
third week of June to July, but the bottom line is that this
is virtually the only weekend next summer that St. Albert’s
Priory can accommodate a group as large as ours.
I especially enjoyed the opportunity to visit with so many
great folks from around the province. Someone asked
me after we’d concluded the meeting: “What, besides the
cost of getting us all there, prevents us from doing this
more often”? He’s right, and it’s a shame we can’t do it
more frequently, but perhaps some of the good that happens at LPC can be conveyed and enhance chapter life a
bit if only because that’s where the real life of the province
is: in the chapters themselves.
In St. Dominic,
Tony Galati
President
God has a right to a response from man, to man himself,
and where that right of God totally disappears, the order
of law among men is dissolved, because there is no cornerstone to keep the whole structure together.
Joseph Ratzinger, The Spirit of the Liturgy
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From the Social Justice Promoter

Praise be Jesus
(Continued from page 1)

I’ve heard many people use phrases like, There’s my truth
and there’s your truth” or “That’s your truth, not mine”,
especially when regarding the teachings of the Catholic
Church. If there is my truth and your truth and the two do
not agree, then that would mean that there is no truth—
and that’s just not the truth. The Truth stands alone, as
one strong solid pillar in the center of all things. Our society runs far and wide from this pillar of Truth in search of
the truth. Yet, the way we can be assured that we’re in
the truth is to remain as close as possible to that pillar.
That pillar is The Word. The Word was made flesh. The
Word is Jesus. “I am the way and the truth and the
life” (John 14:6).
Our society seems to be overly concerned with not offending any one person to the point that we remain quiet
with the truth lest we offend. Yet there is little or no concern when it comes to offending the three persons of The
Holy Trinity. Not much has changed. We’re still wandering around, looking for the truth and Jesus is still being
dragged into court. Proverbs tells us “He who despises
the Word must pay for it, but he who reveres the commandment will be rewarded” (Prov. Chapter 13:13-14).
And we are certainly paying for it—that much everyone
agrees on. Yet the one remedy we haven’t tried is The
Truth.
That’s where The Dominicans come in. St. Dominic’s
successful preaching of The Truth brought conversions
and peace to Southern France. He established our Order
to do the same. “Consecrate them in the truth. Your
Word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I sent
them into the world. And I consecrate myself for them, so
that they also may be consecrated in truth” (John 17:1719).
The Gospels brought about our civilized society. If we
cease to be a people of the Gospels, we will cease to be
civilized. Practices and persecutions we thought were
long gone will re-appear. Freedom will mean nothing
more than a license to do evil. The line between right and
wrong will be completely erased.
Individually and together, with one
voice, let’s preach the Truth of the
Gospels at every opportunity. Bring
Jesus to a world starving for peace
and happiness.
God Bless you.
Yours in Christ and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey, Vice President

Dear Lay Dominicans & Friends:
The following article is No. II in an ongoing series on the
book entitled “Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the
Church [Compendium]. The Compendium is a systematic
compilation and presentation of the foundations of Catholic social doctrine. The purpose here is to work our way
through the Compendium one chapter at a time along
with some reflection. The Church promotes the Compendium as part of her work “towards a ‘new heavens’ and
the ‘new earth’ (2 Peter 3:13),” directed especially to the
lay faithful, whose activities in the social arena must be
guided by the true Gospel and “the whole of their lives
must be seen as a work of evangelization that produces
fruit.” Toward this perfection of society and to the lay
Faithful of the Western Dominican Province, this is dedicated. This article is from the Compendium, Part One,
No. IV, “God’s Plan and the Mission of the Church.”
In peace & faith,
John Keenan, JD, OPL
Promoter, Peace & Justice
(Continued on page 5)

From the Editor
(Continued from page 1)

Righteousness: to render to God His due (you shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your strength). Where is the voice crying for
the rights of God?
That said, this issue contains items which touch on the
issue of Social Justice across the spectrum of our due to
God and our due to our neighbor. Only if these are united
will the work for the just world we seek be in accord with
the Will of God. Such was the path which St. Dominic
blazed, in it may we walk.
Some Dominicans have taken a path other than that of St.
Dominic, becoming lost; proud “sojourners” in a dying
post-Christian wasteland of self-congratulation for destroying what St. Dominic’s children had bequeathed
them. The Order has taken notice. This issues contains a
contribution from Fr. David Kammler O.P., international
promoter for the Dominican Laity (pages 8-11). Think of
this as an “examination of conscience” - “are we living as
sons and daughters of St. Dominic that he would recognize as his own?”
The Holy Father has just issued the encyclical Caritas in
Veritate (Charity in Truth). I hope you will join me in
studying it assiduously.
Mark Gross, Editor
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The Compendium, No. II:
The Renewal of Social Relations
John Keenan, JD, OPL
Recall in the premier article last issue, (May-Jun 2009),
on the Compendium, that the Ten Commandments were
viewed as an ancient expression of universal human
rights. The Ten Commandments direct us toward a right
relationship with the Lord, along with family and
neighbors, and respect for the liberty and the property of
each person.
The Ten Commandments were the first expression of this
universal law representing the Kingdom of God on earth.
Through Our Lord’s Incarnation, Passion and Death, and
His Resurrection, He redeemed all of humanity and of
Creation, and opened the gates of Heaven.
By His
Covenant, His work is efficacious through His Church that
“places herself concretely at the service of the Kingdom of
God above all by announcing and communicating the
Gospel of salvation and by establishing new Christian
communities.”
While the Kingdom of God remains a spiritual reality that
“can be found beyond the confines of the Church among
people everywhere, to the extent that they live ‘Gospel
values’ and are open to the working of the Spirit who
breathes when and where he wills[;]” the earthly effort of
social justice within His Kingdom remains incomplete
“unless [it] is related to the Kingdom of Christ present in
the Church and straining towards” its eternal goal of the
salvation of souls.
The Church’s earthly efforts toward social justice have
eternal consequences toward the salvation of souls,

"Where God is excluded, there is a breakdown of peace
in the world; without God, no orthopraxis can save us. In
fact, there does not exist an orthopraxis which is simply
just, detached from a knowledge of what is good. The
will without knowledge is blind and so action, orthopraxis, without knowledge is blind and leads to the
abyss. Marxism's great deception was to tell us that we
had reflected on the world long enough, that now it was
at last time to change it. But if we do not know in what
direction to change it, if we do not understand its meaning and its inner purpose, then change alone becomes
destruction — as we have seen and continue to see. But
the inverse is also true: doctrine alone, which does not
become life and action, becomes idle chatter and so is
equally empty. The truth is concrete. Knowledge and
action are closely united, as are faith and life."
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Lecture in Benevento, Italy,
on "Eucharist, Communion and Solidarity," on June 2,
2002

which distinguishes it from other temporal communities,
including among others the political and economic communities. The Church is not limited to political or geographical borders and stands “autonomous and independent” of the body politic, yet both church and state are
dedicated to the “service of the personal and social vocation of the same human beings.” The distinction between
religion and politics “and the principle of religious freedom
constitute a specific achievement of Christianity and one
of its fundamental and historical and cultural contributions.”
By God’s plan brought about by the Lord of history, Jesus
Christ, the Church’s identity and mission in this world is a
saving purpose “which can be fully attained only in the
next life.” With the eternal goal of salvation, by its preaching, and its graces instituted and exercised in the Holy
Sacraments, the Church “heals and elevates the dignity of
the human person … consolidates society and endows
the daily activity of men with a deeper sense and meaning.”
The Redemption not only redeems all humanity, “but also
the social relations existing between men.” In a true
sense, life in Jesus Christ makes the human person full,
where there is no class distinction between persons in the
Kingdom of God, where the Church’s Gospel mission and
witness transforms human persons and social relationships. This transformation is full of life where the Christian community is developed and carried out through
prayer and practice inspired by the Gospel.
The Church is a part of the world and its community and
history who is “open to dialogue with all people of good
will in the common quest for the seeds of truth and freedom sown in the vast field of humanity.” These seeds of
truth and freedom are a constant and dynamic renewal
that “must be firmly anchored in the unchangeable principles of the natural law[.]”
Jesus Christ reveals to us that ‘God is love’ (1 Jn 4:8) and
He teaches us that “the fundamental law of human perfection, and consequently of the transformation of the
world, is the new commandment of love. He assures
those who trust in the love of God that the way of love is
open to all people and that the effort to establish a universal brotherhood will not be in vain.”
The transformation and perfection of society in the world,
“is a fundamental requirement of our time also. To this
need the Church’s social Magisterium intends to offer the
responses called for by the signs of the times, pointing
above all to the mutual love between human beings, in
the sight of God, as the most powerful instrument of
change, on the personal and social levels.”
(Continued on page 6)
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Compendium
(Continued from page 5)

While pursuit of social justice has temporal impact and is
distinguishable from the growth of God’s Kingdom with
eternal consequences, the Church’s preaching and mission contributes to the better ordering and perfection of
human society here and now. As so well stated by the
Compendium, “The complete fulfillment of the human person, achieved in Christ through the gift of the Spirit, develops in history and is mediated by personal relationships
with other people, relationships that in turn reach perfection thanks to the commitment made to improve the world,
in justice and in peace.”
In other words, relationships achieved through commitment to improve the world, in mutual love between human
beings in the sight of God, in accord with the Church’s
Magisterium is a powerful instrument of true and substantial change in society.
As Catholics, we need to live as Christians first in the reality that there is no distinction among people due to sex,
race, class, status, or rank.

Catholics, Christians, and other free and self-disciplined
persons of good will, working together in free association,
along with the church and the state, will successfully care
for the poor and disadvantaged, and work to dissolve immoral social structures.
Social Justice begins here, where Jesus Christ revealed
that “God is love,” and where “the fundamental law of human perfection, and consequently of the transformation of
the world, is the new commandment of love.”
This Great Commandment is fruitful, because Christ assures “those who trust in the love of God that the way of
love is open to all people and that the effort to establish a
universal brotherhood will not be in vain.”
This is the beginning of true peace and justice in this
world. The repentance or conversion away from the
world and to God is especially essential social justice advocates. If these advocates want true justice and true
change, they must reject their own social and political
agendas and seek to change the world and its social
structures to conform to the mind of Christ.

The clamoring merely for change’s sake during the recent
American presidential campaign, is a reflection of America’s contradiction. Dissolute for nearly a generation,
Americans have turned to consumer goods and services
to provide transitory satisfaction, to government to resolve
discontent and economic problems, and to games and
entertainment to make us forget our stress. Yet, the
world economic crisis is before us.

(Continued on page 25)

Today, many good Catholics and Christians seek government solutions as a universal solvent for social and political injustices. While government is a partner in this effort,
it is not the solution with its expensive and overbearing
dispositions.
It is first and foremost a spiritual problem. The resolution
begins with a right relationship with God—as a person, as
a family, and as a Nation. It is also a question of choosing the right path to God. Do we use the world’s agenda
to set the social justice agenda, or do we seek the mind of
Christ first? In choosing God first and in seeking His mind
on things, the social justice efforts will be quite fruitful.
Recall the words of Deuteronomy 30, where the Lord admonishes Israel and all Nations: "Here, then, I have today
set before you life and prosperity, death and doom. If you
obey the commandments of the LORD, your God, which I
enjoin on you today, loving him, and walking in his ways,
and keeping his commandments, statutes and decrees,
you will live and grow numerous, and the LORD, your
God, will bless you in the land you are entering to occupy.” The choice is before us, life or death. For too
long, as a Nation, as a people, and as individuals, we
have chosen death.
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Western Wall, Jerusalem

The child, who does not think about so serious a thing as
health, dreams of meals that are made up of desserts.
Men and women, who do not think about so serious a
thing as living, dream of a life that consists only of sweetness, soft music and rest to the echo of applause and
gently sympathetic understanding. But meals are never
like that; neither is life. In the same vein, our modern men
and women dream of God as a being of whom no one
could ever be afraid, a gentle, stupid god who would allow men and women to ruin themselves and then admire
them for the work they had done in destroying his masterpiece. You see they never really think about God, for
God is not like that.
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Walter Farrell, O.P., A Companion to the Summa, Volume III
CHAPTER I -- FREEDOM FOR THE MIND (Q. 1-9)
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From the first issue of
“Mission West”
Dear Friars and Friends,
Welcome to our first edition of Mission West, the official
newsletter of the Western Dominican Province. It is designed to keep the friars and friends of the Province upto-date on what is happening in our various ministries and
in the Houses of Formation. Mission West was chosen as
the name not simply because our Province’s mission is to
the western states but because it is the title of our Province’s history, written by our own Father Fabian Parmisano, O.P.
The Dominican friars of our Province are engaged in a
wide variety of ministries and activities that promote the
spiritual life of over 20,000 families in parishes and Newman Centers in seven western states as well as thousands of individuals in missions in Mexico, Guatemala,
Kenya, and Lithuania. Mission West will also help you
keep track of the Dominicans who may have touched your
life and are now serving elsewhere.
Although rooted in revered Catholic traditions, we strive to
keep the faith alive and relevant to today’s world. For example, Fr. Michael Morris, O.P. (who teaches at the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology) recently
gave a presentation at the Museum of Biblical Art in New
York City entitled “Reel Religion.” His presentation on the
presence of religious motifs in movie poster was written
up in the Los Angeles Times (March 9, 2009)
In our lead article we present the Province’s two newly
ordained priests, Fr. Raphael M. Salzillo, O.P. and Fr.
Peter Do, O.P. Before joining the Province in 2002, both
earned degrees in the sciences at notable universities.
After eight years of formation including earning advanced
degrees at our own Dominican School of Philosophy and
Theology, Father Raphael and Father Peter were ordained on May 30th. We invite you to join in their ordination through your prayers for their successful lives as Dominican priests. Other articles will focus on life and activities in our many parishes and Newman Centers. Individual Dominicans will contribute articles about their work
and ministries. We will also feature stories about artifacts
from our archives highlighting the 159 year history of the
Dominicans in the western United States. Our goal is to
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communicate the vibrancy of our faith as it is observed
throughout the Province.
On a more secular note, one of our major endeavors has
been the organization of our Office of Philanthropy and
Stewardship under the directorship of Mr. Tom Hyland.
He oversees activities that secure gifts in support of the
Province’s ministry through the education, cultivation, solicitation, and appreciation of current and prospective donors. Individuals interested in learning more about sharing
their time, talent, and treasure in support of our mission
should contact the Office of Philanthropy and Stewardship.
And so dear friars and friends, we look forward to communicating the ministry of the Province through Mission West
so that we may be united in prayer and collaboration as
God’s instruments for blessings on our mission to the
peoples of the western states, following the example of
the first Christian missionaries who joined together constantly in prayer for the sake of the Gospel (cf. Acts 1:14).
In His love and peace,
Very Rev. Emmerich Vogt, O. P.
Prior Provincial
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Mission West, A publication of the Western Dominican
Province, Issue 1, Spring 2009 (Link)

Man does not live by bread alone
Mt. 4:4
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Pentecost and St. Dominic: The Grace of Preaching
We, the General Promoters of the Order, recently came
together for a few days during the Easter season to reflect
on our ministries and our lives as disciples of St. Dominic,
Preacher of Grace. Looking toward the upcoming feast of
Pentecost, we are aware that the Holy Spirit who anointed
the early disciples of Jesus, sending them out to preach
the Good News to the world (Acts 2), is the same Spirit
who anointed St. Dominic to preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ 800 years ago. This apostolic preaching mission
was confirmed for Dominic during his pilgrimage to Rome
in January, 1217:
Finding himself in the presence of God, in the Basilica of St. Peter, Dominic, the man of God, directed
his prayer in favor of the conservation and expansion of the Order. The Lord allowed him to contemplate...the glorious princes of the apostles, Peter
and Paul, drawing near to him. Peter handed him a
walking stick for support, while Paul gave him a
book; and they added: "Go, preach, for that is the
ministry for which God has chosen you." Immediately he saw his children going out into the whole
world, walking two by two (Lk 10:1), preaching the
Word of God to all peoples.[i]
Here we are today, the sons and daughters of St. Dominic, who, 800 years later, continue to seek to be faithful to
our call to preach the Good News to the people of our
times. Aware of this great heritage and responsibility, we
invite you, our Dominican sisters and brothers worldwide,
to join us in renewing our commitment to the grace of
preaching in the spirit of St. Dominic.

receive anew the Spirit's anointing, so as to respond ever
more faithfully to the grace of the Holy Preaching, entrusted to us by St. Dominic.
Your brothers and sisters in Dominic:
María Fabiola VELÁSQUEZ MAYA, International
Coordinator of DSI
Márcio COUTO, Socius for the Intellectual Life
Prakash Anthony LOHALE, Socius for the Apostolic Life
Brian PIERCE, Promoter General for the Nuns
David KAMMLER, Promoter General for Laity
Carlos RODRÍGUEZ LINERA and Toni HARRIS,
General Co-Promoters for Justice and Peace
Constantine MAMO, Director of IDI
Scott STEINKERCHNER, Promoter General for
the Internet
Louis-Marie ARIÑO-DURAND, Promoter General
of the Rosary
Enrique SARIEGO GARCÍA, Secretary of IDYM
(International Dominican Youth Movement)
Rose Ann SCHLITT and Edward RUANE, Codirectors of DVI (Dominican Volunteers International)
Olivier POQUILLON, Permanent Delegate to the
United Nations

In the coming weeks and months, we will celebrate with
the universal Church several important solemnities and
feasts, all of which are important for our Order. Culminating the Easter Season with the Solemn celebration of
Pentecost, we will begin our pilgrimage of Ordinary Time,
which will include the festive celebrations of Saints Peter
and Paul and of St. Mary Magdalene - all of whom invite
us to be courageous preachers of the Gospel. This will
lead us to the Solemnity of our Holy Father, St. Dominic,
followed by Mary's Glorious Assumption, the very day on
which St. Dominic dispersed the first preachers from the
tiny hill next to the Monastery of St. Mary of Prouilhe.
Therefore, as we journey through these marvelous liturgical celebrations, let us encourage one another to deepen
our commitment to the preaching of the Good News. As
part of these coming weeks and months, we invite all of
us, brothers and sisters of the Dominican Family worldwide, to renew our preaching vocation by reflecting
prayerfully - both alone and within our local communities on the questions that appear below. We also invite you to
join us in praying the Jubilee Prayer each day during
these coming weeks and months, opening our hearts to
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[i] Gómez OP, Vito, and Lorenzo Games, Santo Domingo
de Guzmán: Fuentes para su Conocimiento, (Edición de
1987), p. 259. It is Constantino de Orvieto who first refers
to this prayer experience of St. Dominic before the tomb
of St. Peter. It probably happened in January of 1217.
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THEME FOR THE YEAR 2009:

SAINT DOMINIC PREACHER OF GRACE
1. The genius of the ORDER
“One might ask why we preferred to reestablish an old
Order rather than found a new one … The Order is not
old in anything but its history, and it would be pointless to
choose it with the only satisfaction of dating it from the
past.”
(Henri Dominique Lacordaire, Mémoire pour le rétablissement en France de l’ordre des Frères Prêcheurs, Paris,
1839, pp. 80-81).
Questions :
1. Are we engaged in “constant renewal”, “the Order’s
special vocation” (LCO 1 § VII), both on the personal and
community level?
2. Do we think of the “renewal of the Order” only in terms
of “archaeological” nostalgia?
2. Dominic embraces the mission of the Word
“He took on him the office of my onlybegotten Son, the
Word. Rightly he appeared as an apostle in the world,
and sowed the seed of my Word with much truth and
light, dissipating the darkness and spreading the light. He
was a light which I gave to the world by means of Mary,
placed in the mystical body of the Holy Church… Why do
I say by means of Mary? Because it was Mary who gave
him his habit; this duty was committed to her by my goodness.”
(Catherine of Siena, The Dialogue, ch. 158, 11, e-edition
translated by Algar Thorold)
Questions:
1. Are we aware that we are “sent”? “Woe to us if we do
not preach” (cf 1 Cor, 9, 16).
2. What does it mean to us that we received this gift
through Mary?
3. Are we sowers who identify themselves with the seed
up to the point of being ready to give up our life as Jesus
did?
3. The Mission of the Order in time
“You Dominicans have the mission of proclaiming that our
God is alive, that he is the God of life, and that in him exists the root of the dignity and the hope of all who are
called to life … Your Constitutions give priority to the ministry of the Word in all its oral and written forms, and the
link between the ministry of the Word and that of the Sacraments is its crowning.”
(Pope John Paul II, speech to the members of the General Chapter of the Order of the Friars Preachers celebrated in Rome, Acta 1983, pp. 190-199).
Questions:
1. Do we truly preach the “good news” of the “new life in
Jesus Christ” or do we only denounce “the evil things of
the world”?

2. Do we help those who listen to us to desire to meet
Jesus, “the Son of the living God”?
4. Saint Dominic and the grace of preaching
“The light of a saint evidently surpasses his life’s work.
Dominic’s grace sheds light beyond the Order he
founded, situating himself deliberately at the service of
the whole Church, in medio Ecclesiae (in the midst of the
Church) […] Perhaps one could understand better the
secret of the grace of preaching in this testimony given by
one of the witnesses at the process of canonization in
Bologna and which sounds like an invitation: “On the contrary, Saint Dominic spoke of God or about God with the
persons who joined him along the way”.
(Bedouelle Guy, Dominique ou la grâce de la Parole,
Fayard Marne, 1982, p….)
Questions :
1. Saint Dominic wanted his disciples to cooperate with
the preaching mission of the bishops. Is our preaching
done “in medio Ecclesiae” (in the midst of the Church)?
2. Are we preachers “at all times”, with everybody, in each
moment of our daily life?
5. Saint Dominic and Compassion
“God endowed Dominic with a special grace, that of a
preacher to sinners, the poor and the afflicted. He consoled them in their sorrow within the inmost shrine of his
compassion. And the fervent sentiments that burned in
his heart flowed out as tears from his eyes.”
(Jordan of Saxony, Libellus, MOPH XVI, 12).
Questions:
1. Do we accuse those who err or do we offer them an
experience of mercy that favours communication and
communion?
2. Does the fragility of others’ behaviour arouse in us
more indignation than compassion? In practice, do we
focus more on the evil committed rather than on the sinner who has brought suffering upon him or herself?
6. Saint Dominic’s charity and fraternity
“All were swept into the embrace of his charity, and in
loving all, he was beloved by all … And what pleased
everyone was that, in the simplicity of his ways, no word
or work of his ever showed a trace of insincerity or pretence.
(Jordan of Saxony, Libellus, MOPH XVI, 107)
Questions:
1. Does our truthfulness reflect sincerity and mercy?
2. Are we aware of any “ulterior motives” operating within
us?
3. Are we ready to first point out the positive side of any
given situation or do we act as the “masters of suspicion”?
(Continued on page 10)
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Theme
(Continued from page 9)

7. Prouilhe: contemplation as the source and revitalization for preaching
“Prouilhe […] reminds us that any renewal and updating
of the Order necessarily proceeds by way of choral prayer
and contemplation, loving study of the Word and fraternal
life. There would be no point in celebrating eight hundred
years if it were not in reality the occasion for discovering
anew the savour of shared study, prayer and common
life, and of contemplation as the source of preaching.”
(Bro Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa op, Preface to the book:
Sainte-Marie de Prouilhe, 800 years of Dominican History, 1206-2006, Edition du Signe, Strasbourg, p.5).
Questions:
1. How much time do we set aside for contemplation in
the daily rhythm of our life? Do we suffer from exaggerated “activism”?
2. Are we able to wait for the Lord to “open the way of
preaching”, or do we always want to be protagonists, and
end up preaching in a way that focuses on ourselves?
8. Saint Dominic and the Scriptures
“Bro John of Spain said that in letters and in spoken
words, Brother Dominic encouraged the brothers of the
Order to apply themselves to the study of the New and
Old Testament … He always carried around with
him the Gospel of Matthew and the letters of Paul, and he
read them so often that he knew them by heart.”
(Acts of the Canonization of St. Dominic, MOPH, Bologna, 29)
Questions:
1. Do we preach the Word of God or do we preach our
“beautiful ideas”, our fears, and even our own selves?
2. Is our meditation of the Word of God prepared by a
serious study of the Word or is it simply improvised?

never gave into these temptations. On the contrary, he
never lost an opportunity to announce the Word of God
and exhorted his brothers to do likewise.”
(Quilici Alain, “En suivant un Maître spiritual”, La Revue
du Rosaire, Juillet-Août, 2003, p.21)
Questions :
1. Do we encounter any resistance in preaching the Gospel in its integrity?
2. Are we trying to acquire the appropriate preaching tools
required by the new communication technologies?
3. Do we feel that we are “useless preachers in the desert” or are we aware of being “sent”?
10 The reading of the Word of God
“One of the methods of spiritual life that Saint Dominic
practiced is that taken from the great monastic tradition.
This is the meditated reading of the Word of God, called
Lectio Divina. It consists of reading a page from the Old
or the New Testament, not as if reading a text among so
many others, but in an attitude of listening to the Word of
God. While reading the text one puts oneself in an attitude of listening to God, who is speaking to us.”
(Quilicï Alain, «En suivant un Maître spirituel», La Revue
du Rosaire, Juillet-Août 2003, p. 22)
Questions :
1. Do we mainly preach things we know or do we share
something from our spiritual living (“to contemplate and to
give to others the fruits of our contemplation” and not “to
study and to share what we learned with others”)?
2. Are we afraid to share our faith experience in a community meeting, in a group?
3. Do we practice Lectio divina? Can we help lead others
in this practice?

9 Passion for the Word
“One needs courage and tenacity in order to announce
the Gospel in a hostile world. At times we feel that we are
wasting time or that we are not obtaining any result.
Dominic

11 The beginning of the Friars
“[…] He appeared as an apostle in the world, and sowed
the seed of my Word with much truth and light, dissipating
darkness and giving light… At what table does he feed his
children with the light of knowledge? At the table of the
cross, that is, the table of holy desire... Dominic wishes
his sons and daughters to apply themselves to nothing
more than remaining at this table, and there to seek with
the light of knowledge, the glory and praise of my holy
name, and the salvation of souls… His religion is a delightful garden, broad and joyous and fragrant.”
(Catherine of Siena, The Dialogue, ch. 158, 11,)
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Questions:
1. Saint Dominic is frequently represented kneeling at the
foot of the cross. Is the cross “the table of holy desire” for
us also?
2. For Saint Thomas Aquinas (S. Th. III, 46, 3; 49, 1) the
passion of Christ is also, if not first of all, an “invitation to
charity”, a “provocation” (to love God; charity). Can we
live it and preach it as the Father’s “most abundant
mercy” (S. Th. III, 46, 1, 3m).
12 Poverty, the poor and preaching
“The option for poverty and the option for the poor was
something far deeper than a moral choice for Dominic. It
was a revelation to him of the true face of the Church and
of preaching [...] Dominic was discovering that preaching
makes the Church and the Church makes preaching. He
was discovering that preaching done according to the
Gospel gathers together the scattered children of God
into the Church.”
(Bro Liam Walsh op, Light for the Church, IDI N° 443,
June 2006, p. 172. 173)

the attainment of the perfection of charity” (S. Th. II, II,
186, 3)?
2. Is our preaching directed mainly to the “scattered”,
those who are far from the Church, or more to our own
“personal flock”?
13 New places for preaching
“Ours is a mission without frontiers, a mission ad gentes,
that leads us to face some urgent challenges. It basically
asks of us not only that which the Order needs, but even
more, what does society and the Church expect from us.
Where are the lines of fracture within humanity? Where is
the Areopagus to which we are sent to preach today?”
(Bro Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa op, Relatio of the Master of
the Order on the State of the Order, Acts of the General
Chapter of Bogotá, Appendix n. 52)
Questions:
1. Does our religious life, which involves a certain
“separation”, allow us to be aware of the most profound
needs of the present moment?
2. Are we able to pronounce “consoling words”, or do we
only “denounce”, or worse yet, “condemn”?

Questions:
1. Are we convinced that the choice of voluntary poverty
(“God or mammon” – Mt 6, 24) is “the first foundation for

Whether to be or not to be Christian
Whether to be or not to be Christian, this is the question
which is confronting our modern society. This is the problem which is being silently worked out in many minds,
which looms up behind all political quarrels, and lies
deeper than all social questions or the disputes of capital
and labor. Whether to go off into final apostasy, or to cling
still to the shreds of hope which flutter towards us from
the torn garments of the past . . . The problem of the present age is to find some system of thought and action
which shall combine perfect stability with limitless progress; and this system is found and can be found only in
the Catholic Church.
Fr. Fidelis of the Cross, C.P., address at the inauguration
of the Catholic University of America, 1899, as quoted in
Social Justice Review, Vol. 100, No. 1-2, 2009
When those at the helm are motivated by purely selfish
ends, instruments that are good in themselves can be
transformed into harmful ones. But it is man's darkened
reason that produces these consequences...
Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate
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9. Mercy and truth have met together [Psalm 84:10].
Truth in our land, in a Jewish person, mercy in the land of
the Gentiles. For where was truth? Where the utterances
of God were. Where was mercy? On those who had left
their God, and turned themselves unto devils. Did He
look down also upon them? Yea, as if He said, Call those
who are fugitives afar off, who have departed far from
Me: call them, let them find Me who seek them, since
they themselves would not seek Me. Therefore, Mercy
and truth have met together: righteousness and peace
have kissed each other. Do righteousness, and you shall
have peace; that righteousness and peace may kiss
each other. For if thou love not righteousness, you shall
not have peace; for those two, righteousness and peace,
love one another, and kiss one another: that he who has
done righteousness may find peace kissing righteousness. They two are friends: thou perhaps willest the one,
and not the other: for there is no one who wills not
peace: but all will not work righteousness. Ask all
men, Willest thou peace? With one mouth the whole
race of man answers you, I wish, I desire, I will, I love
it. Love also righteousness: for these two, righteousness and peace, are friends; they kiss one another: if
thou love not the friend of peace, peace itself will not
love you, nor come unto you. For what great thing is
it to desire peace? Every bad man longs for peace.
For peace is a good thing. But do righteousness, for
righteousness and peace kiss one another, they quarrel not together....
St. Augustine, Exposition on Psalm 85[84]
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A LIVING INCOME, a Review Essay,
By Samuel A. Nigro, M.D.
In Defense of Human Dignity: Essays on the Just Third Way: A Natural Law Perspective
By Michael D. Greaney
So you think you know something about economics. In
undergraduate school, I deviated from my pre-medical
studies for a course in economics. With another grade
like that, I would not get into medical school! Since then, I
have not thought anybody knew anything understandable
about economics - until this book. Michael D. Greaney,
Director of Research at the Center for Economic and Social Justice, has done the world a favor with these nine
essays about the Natural Law perspective on economics
and social justice. Because of this book, I believe I have
been converted from an economidiot to a sometime student of economics aware of the basic concepts necessary
for an economic system in concert with genuine justice to
operate.
First, I learned of “the slavery of the living wage” or how
propertyless workers are virtual slaves in a state of
“permanent bondage”, and there is nothing “natural”
about it (The idea of a natural slave is gone, but “virtual
slave” is not) (Pg. 46). Permanent dependency--effective
slavery of the average person--must be done away with
by means of a fundamental change of thinking: Permanent dependency (propertylessness) as such is an affront
to human dignity. This is because of the inalienable rights
and duties by means of which all humans ordinarily acquire and develop the virtues that define us as specifically
human, property is (with “life” and “liberty”) among the
“top three.” Social justice, therefore, is the social virtue
that requires everyone have equal access to the means of
acquiring and possessing private property, or the social
system is seriously flawed. When the system is flawed,
people must organize and carry out “acts of social justice”
with the goal not of providing people with what they
should have had, had the system been operating properly, but of removing barriers to full participation in the
economic common good so that all who wish to have the
opportunity and access to the means of becoming owners
of capital as well as labor.
Understanding the idea of virtue through an examination of the individual virtues, we can apply the same
concepts to social virtue. Just as each human being
possesses individual virtues whether naturally or by
infusion, he also possesses the social virtues, presumably in precisely the same way (Pg. 53).
Things - and the State and the collective are, ultimately, mere things - cannot have the capacity for
virtue of any kind, in and of themselves. The capacity
I prefer to be in disagreement with men than, agreeing
with them, to be in disagreement with God.
St Anslem

of virtue, whether individual or social, can only be intrinsic to natural persons (Pg. 54).
The “efficient cause” of a social virtue is not, however,
the individual as an individual. Because social virtue
is something specifically social, the “efficient cause,”
that is, the agent charged with carrying out acts of
social virtue, is the individual as a member of a social
unit, that is, as a member of a group…In other words,
when the individual is helpless to carry out acts of
individual virtue, he must join with others and carry
out acts of social virtue. Social virtue does not replace the practice of individual virtue, but “enables”
the practice of individual virtue upon the correction or
restructuring of a flawed institution. The job of social
virtue is to effect the common good so that the practice of individual virtue becomes possible, or continues to be possible within tolerable limits.” (Pg 55).
Social virtue ordinarily requires property of some form
because “property” (which is not the thing owned, but the
bundle of rights that accompany ownership that define
how others relate to the owner with respect to the thing
owned) empowers the owner, and is therefore the chief
means by which people acquire and develop virtue. We
might even go so far as to say that membership in a
group (especially society itself) requires property, because property in large measure defines our social relationships and structures our institutional environment that
we, as “political animals,” need to become more human. The living wage is at best a temporary expedient
which often violates the dignity of the human person because it imposes dependency. Needed is not a “living
wage” but a “living income” from individually and directlyowned productive assets, or we become effectively the
property of others. This was most succinctly put by
economist Norman G. Kurland: “Own or be owned.”
Secondly, of exhilarating interest, I learned about “the
Just Third Way,” based on the “binary economics” of
Louis Kelso (Pg. 67) which has four pillars: (1) Free and
open markets--prohibiting unfair competition and monopolies, and describing a condition of equal access to all to
the market, not laissez faire “anything goes.” (2) A limited
economic role for the state--to provide a “level playing
field” by enforcing contracts, protecting property, punishing fraud, and ensuring equal access to the means to participate in the economic process and common good. (3)
The restoration of private property--every person has a
universal, absolute and inalienable right to become an
owner, and the socially limited right to the exclusive use
of a thing owned as long as others and the common good
are not harmed. And (4) Expanded capital ownership-(Continued on page 13)
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A Living Income
(Continued from page 12)

made possible by democratically available bank provided
“pure credit” for financially feasible projects, collateralized
with capital credit insurance instead of existing savings. (Pg. 67-88). Overall, the goal is for all persons who
wish to do so to have an adequate stake of incomegenerating assets.
Third, I learned genuine definitions of capitalism (a relatively small private elite own or control the means of production, and the great mass of people only gain income
through the mechanism of wages); and socialism (a relatively small State bureaucracy own or controls the means
of production, and the great mass of people only gain income through the mechanism of wages (pg. 224). Thus
both capitalism and socialism are conditions of enforced
unfree dependency imposed on most people by propertylessness and the wage system which often enough is
tantamount to slavery. Then there is “distributism”:
By “distributism,” we mean “an arrangement of the economic order such that a relatively large number of private
citizens own--and own directly (meaning they have the full
traditional rights of private property)--the means of production, and the great mass of people gain income
through the mechanism of profits (page 224).
Only distributism made possible by modern methods of
corporate finance reformed by applying the principles of
binary economics give people property sufficient to earn a
“living income.” Reforming the system to make acquisition of private property by all possible is the concern of
social justice and this depends upon knowing what
“property” really is:

“Mother, I'd rather do it myself!” Subsidiarity is made
clear in terms of property and personhood in that the person is connected directly to and empowered with ownership of the means of production by having shares in the
enterprise in which one is working. Dependency is less,
and a man becomes an “independent other” in the economic sense hopefully supplemented by freedom based
independence in all other especially political and religious
spheres. Resulting will be “a living income” (Pg 282) which goes beyond the virtual slavery of permanent dependency on an unstable and insecure living wage. Economic subsidiarity for the person with rights to property
enables freedom, as the quote from the early 19th century
English commentator William Cobbett makes clear:
Freedom is not and empty sound; it is not an abstract
idea; it is not a thing that nobody can feel. It means--and
it means nothing else,--the full and quiet enjoyment of
your own property. If you have not this, if this be not well
secured to you, you may call yourself what you will, but
you are a slave (Pg. 284).
Basically all should have a life such that each is his “own
boss” in most things. A note on restructuring society in
these directions is offered in a brief extract from the
thought of the late Reverend William J. Ferree,
S.M.,Ph.D.:
The favorite “social technique” of our own time is the
“peaceful” demonstration, especially when media coverage is likely or can be arranged. Subsidiary aspects of the demonstration are boycotts, sit-ins, organized lobbying pressures, single-issue “advocacy”
and then--crossing an invisible line which is hard to
define and harder still to hold--civil disobedience, violent demonstrations, and, ultimately, terrorism! (page
285).

Property is not a thing but the rights that you, the owner,
have to and over a thing.
That is, the rights of property are divided into two
parts. The first part is the right to be an owner at all. The
second part is the bundle of rights that define what you,
the owner, may do with the thing you own. These are
respectively, the right “to” property and the rights “of”
property. In neither case does “property” describe the
thing owned, but the rights that relate to the thing owned
(Pg. 228).

In the final analysis, this book enables not necessarily the
grasp of the meaning of all the figures and numbers which
copiously flow from economists, but it enables one to be
able to conceptualize these numbers and their impact in a
way which helps clarify and promotes human dignity and
the management of property in the context of justice and
natural law.
In Defense of Human Dignity: Essays on the Just Third Way: A
Natural Law Perspective, By Michael D. Greaney, Washington,
D.C., Economic Justice Media, 2008, 303 Pages, In Social Justice Review

“Property” is a human right that a human person has to
and over a thing; “property” is not the rights that a thing
has to or over people or other things. Since “property” is
defined as things contradistinguished from “persons,” the
definition of person is clarified economically and legally
as that which has rights over “things” (over “objects of
dominion or property”) (Pg. 229). Thus, the right to property is intrinsic to being a person, and that implies the
rights of property, as well as the right to sell your labor
and derive income from ownership of capital.

“And if we accept that a mother can kill
even her own child, how can we tell other
people not to kill one another?"

A final to be mentioned concept learned (there are many
more in the book) was the function of subsidiarity--

--Mother Teresa, National Prayer Breakfast, Feb 3,
1994
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Natural Law and Human Dignity
On the Subject of Interpreting the Social Encyclicals
The positivist/modernist, therefore, actively works to undermine the truths taught as absolute by the Catholic
Church. One of the more important of these with respect
to man in civil society is the doctrine of individual and personal sovereignty of each and every human being. As
CESJ puts it in the organization’s “Core Values,” “Under
the highest sovereignty of God, all sovereignty begins
with the human person – not social institutions such as
the State, the business corporation, or the labor union.”
Individual and personal sovereignty is thus the belief that,
within the common good, that is, the embodiment of natural law, the dignity of the human person under God is of
paramount importance.

own lives and, by extension, those of our dependents.
Charged with an individual and personal responsibility for
our lives, a measure of power over our own lives is an
absolute necessity. This power does not come from political rights – as human beings we have those already, and
grant them to the State in order to establish and maintain
a just social order – we cannot simply abdicate our responsibility in that area, as St. Thomas Aquinas made
clear.
In Defense of Human Dignity, Essays on the Just Third
Way: A Natural Law Perspective, Michael D. Greaney, p
142.

Anything, therefore, that disparages, diminishes, or attacks human dignity is, by that fact alone, contrary to the
magisterium of the Catholic Church. When the attack is
focused on the natural law rights of life, liberty, and property, it is also contrary to the common good, and thus the
human race as a whole.
The current crisis in Catholic social teaching is thus as old
as philosophy – social teaching – itself. The Church today
faces the same crisis in substance that Aristotle faced
with the Sophists, that Saint Thomas faces with the Manichees, that Saint Pius X faces with the modernists. The
names change, but the issue, never. It is always a question over the nature of man, how he relates to God, and
how he relates to other men in relation to God.
It is, in a very real sense, a conflict over whose will is to
be supreme. On the one side is God’s Will, based on His
Nature and manifested in the natural law also based on
God’s Nature, and man’s own nature created by God.
This is the Law of the Gospels, a justice fulfilled and completed by charity. On the other side is man’s will, based
on purely human desires and gratification of the needs
and wants of the moment with no reference to any standard except, ultimately, human opinion.
This is why the issue always seems to be about power
and property. In recent centuries, power has popularly
come to be understood almost exclusively in terms of
power over others, almost never over one’s own life. This
has made power, something without which no one who
lives can function at all, into a curse word. Similarly, private property, the chief and, according to some, the only
means of individual and personal empowerment, has
popularly come to be understood as something almost
obscene.
Both power and property, then, are not something with
which ordinary men should dirty themselves or assume
the risks of dealing with. Unfortunately for those who hold
this viewpoint, each of us is responsible for who he is and
what he does. We can never, as human beings, abdicate
responsibility for our own acts, our own beliefs, or our
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Fr. Andrew F. Morlion, O.P., Ph.D.
By Michael D. Greaney, CESJ
Father Andrew F. Morlion, O.P., Ph.D. (1904-1987) took
part in some of the more significant happenings of the
20th century. Nevertheless, the Belgian priest considered
his work helping establish the all-volunteer Center for
Economic and Social Justice (“CESJ”), www.cesj.org, one
of the most important events of his life. CESJ is a think
tank with an interfaith membership united on a common
understanding of essential principles of natural law as
they apply to the “Just Third Way” of economic and social
development in Arlington, Virginia, USA.
Father Morlion was founder of the International University
of Social Studies and the “Pro Deo” center in Rome. He
was also editor/publisher of the quarterly United Peoples.
He saw in the work of CESJ and its synthesis of the social
doctrine of Pope Pius XI and the economic justice principles of Louis O. Kelso and Mortimer J. Adler the best
hope for establishing and maintaining peace through justice while respecting the dignity of every human being.
A communist and atheist in the 1930s, Father Morlion
converted to Catholicism and brought his entire “cell” into
the Church. During World War II in Rome he worked in
the anti-Nazi underground out of the Vatican, gaining the
distinction of having the Gestapo put a price on his head
for his activities in harboring Jews. During the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, Father Morlion acted as special emissary representing Pope John XXIII in negotiations between the United States and the Soviet Union.
Father Morlion was a friend of Father William J. Ferree,
S.M., Ph.D. (1913-1985), whom Father Morlion eulogized
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Marx's Fundamental Error
Spes Salvi
Benedict XVI
21. Together with the victory of the revolution, though,
Marx's fundamental error also became evident. He
showed precisely how to overthrow the existing order,
but he did not say how matters should proceed thereafter. He simply presumed that with the expropriation of
the ruling class, with the fall of political power and the
socialization of means of production, the new Jerusalem
would be realized. Then, indeed, all contradictions would
be resolved, man and the world would finally sort themselves out. Then everything would be able to proceed by
itself along the right path, because everything would belong to everyone and all would desire the best for one
another. Thus, having accomplished the revolution,
Lenin must have realized that the writings of the master
gave no indication as to how to proceed. True, Marx had
spoken of the interim phase of the dictatorship of the
proletariat as a necessity which in time would automatically become redundant. This “intermediate phase” we
know all too well, and we also know how it then developed, not ushering in a perfect world, but leaving behind
a trail of appalling destruction. Marx not only omitted to
work out how this new world would be organized—which
should, of course, have been unnecessary. His silence
on this matter follows logically from his chosen approach. His error lay deeper. He forgot that man always
remains man. He forgot man and he forgot man's freedom. He forgot that freedom always remains also freedom for evil. He thought that once the economy had
been put right, everything would automatically be put
right. His real error is materialism: man, in fact, is not
merely the product of economic conditions, and it is not
possible to redeem him purely from the outside by creating a favourable economic environment.

22. Again, we find ourselves facing the question: what
may we hope? A self-critique of modernity is needed in
dialogue with Christianity and its concept of hope. In this
dialogue Christians too, in the context of their knowledge
and experience, must learn anew in what their hope truly
consists, what they have to offer to the world and what
they cannot offer. Flowing into this self-critique of the
modern age there also has to be a self-critique of modern Christianity, which must constantly renew its selfunderstanding setting out from its roots. On this subject,
all we can attempt here are a few brief observations.
First we must ask ourselves: what does “progress” really
mean; what does it promise and what does it not promise? In the nineteenth century, faith in progress was already subject to critique. In the twentieth century, Theodor W. Adorno formulated the problem of faith in progress quite drastically: he said that progress, seen accurately, is progress from the sling to the atom bomb. Now
this is certainly an aspect of progress that must not be
concealed. To put it another way: the ambiguity of progress becomes evident. Without doubt, it offers new
possibilities for good, but it also opens up appalling possibilities for evil—possibilities that formerly did not exist.
We have all witnessed the way in which progress, in the
wrong hands, can become and has indeed become a
terrifying progress in evil. If technical progress is not
matched by corresponding progress in man's ethical
formation, in man's inner growth (cf. Eph 3:16; 2 Cor
4:16), then it is not progress at all, but a threat for man
and for the world.

Fr. Morlion
(continued from page 14)

as “America’s greatest social philosopher” for his analysis
of the social doctrine of Pope Pius XI. In the applications
of the principles of economic justice developed by Kelso
and Adler, Father Morlion saw the fulfillment of the vision
of every pope from Leo XIII on for a more just, humane
future for all humanity.
Dr. Norman Kurland, co-founder and president of CESJ,
recalls the monthly meetings in which Father Ferree and
Father Morlion would sit side by side. A study in contrasts, the precise yet dryly humorous Father Ferree
would be unable to repress a shudder at the chaotic mess
in the jovial Father Morlion’s briefcase, or Father Morlion’s
predilection for thin, black Italian cigars, which he insisted
on calling “stogies.”
His colorful character and past may have made Father
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Morlion the object of a number of wild rumors after his
death. One of the more bizarre was that Father Morlion
had been involved with the CIA. This was an allegation
based solely on some repeated gossip discovered in the
archives of a secret Masonic Lodge to the effect that Pro
Deo was “really” headquarters of an international spy ring
that received CIA funding.
Today CESJ carries on the legacy of Father Morlion. Especially during this time of economic crisis, CESJ works
to reach a broader audience with the message of peace
through justice for all.
PREJUDICE is always obstinate, but no prejudice is so
willfully stubborn as that which is professional.
James Kent Stone
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The Road We're on May be Pleasant,
But is it Right?

The Church Lives On
Pope Pius XI

By Bishop Robert Vasa

History, the light of truth, and the witness of the
ages, …teaches us that the divine promise of Jesus
Christ: “I am with you all days, even to the consummation
of the world” (Mt 28:20), has never failed the Church His
Bride, and therefore that it will never fail her in time to
come. Nay, further, the more turbulent the waves by
which the divine bark of Peter is tossed, in the course of
ages, the more present and powerful is her experience of
the help of heavenly grace. This happened more especially in the first age of the Church, not only when the
Christian name was regarded as an execrable crime, to
be punished by death, but also when the genuine faith of
Christ, confounded by the perfidy of the heretics who
were spreading, …was placed in grave jeopardy. For
even as the persecutors of the Catholic name, one after
another, perished miserably, and the Roman Empire itself
came to ruin, so all the heretics, as withered branches (cf.
Jn15:6) torn from the divine vine, could neither drink the
sap of life nor bring forth fruit. The Church of God, on the
contrary, in the midst of so many storms and the vicissitudes of things that perish, trusting in God alone, has ever
gone on her way, with firm, secure steps, and has never
ceased from her strenuous defense of the integrity of the
sacred deposit of Gospel truth, entrusted to her by her
Founder.
From the encyclical Lux Veritatis (The Light of Truth),
Pope Pius XI, 1931 (n.1,2)

This is something that is perfectly legitimate to do when
traveling across the diocese to a variety of locations but
one needs to take a slightly different approach when considering this life as a journey. In cross-state travel there is
little danger, at least for the time being, of getting so distracted by the country through which I travel that I forget
both where I am going and how I plan to get there. Unfortunately, in terms of the spiritual life, it is quite easy to get
so distracted by the “foreign land” we presently inhabit
that we can quite literally forget who we are, where we
are going and how we plan to get there. In the midst of
the busyness of a typical day, we can forget that we are
Catholic Christians, followers of Christ, pilgrims, lovers of
the Gospel, sons and daughters of God, a resurrectionbelieving people. We can forget that our true citizenship is
in heaven, that we are “strangers and aliens” here, that
our true home still awaits us, that this world is passing,
that our relationship with God surpasses all others. We
can forget, usually because of being distracted by what
we find along the way, that we are to leave ourselves behind, that he who seeks to save his life will lose it, that
strict obedience to a moral code is essential, that Jesus is
the way, that he gave us the Church to show us the way.
We can never forget that our living is really a spiritual
journey with a very important and baptismally predetermined destination. It is certainly good and proper to enjoy
the journey but never at the expense of the destination.

St. Rose of Lima
Of her zeal for the salvation of souls, and her
care in assisting the poor in their sickness
and necessity
True love being always accompanied by zeal, it follows
that we cannot love perfectly the Son of God, who takes
so great an interest in the salvation of those souls whom
He has redeemed with His precious blood, without also
being zealous for the eternal welfare of sinner for whom
He suffered death. As this was the characteristic of S.
Dominic, and as it still inflames the hearts of those among
her children whom the Church destines to gain souls, we
need not be surprised that S. Rose, his beloved daughter,
should have received the spirit of zeal of this great patriarch with the habit of his order, as she showed during her
whole life an indefatigable zeal for the conversion of sinners, and never failed one single day to ask of God for
them by her prayers, and generally also by her blood, the
grace to be restored to His friendship.
From The Life of Saint Rose of Lima, Text from the Fr. Faber
translation, Peter F. Cunningham, fourth edition, 1855
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There are but few who find (Jesus) because there
are few who seek Him in a manner worthy of Him.
St. Louis de Montfort
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Additional Resources
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church (Link)
Introduction to Social Justice, Fr. William J. Ferree, S.M.
(Link)
Social Justice Review, Catholic Central Verein of America
(Link)
Scholars for Social Justice (Link)
Nunc Pro Tunc, blog of John Keenan, Peace and Justice
Promoter (Link)
Mission West, (link)
IDI - International Dominican Information (Link)
Life of St. Dominic, Henri Lacordaire O.P. (Link)
Life of St. Rose of Lima, (Fr. Faber ed.) (Link)
Treatise on Preaching, Humbert of Romans (Link)

Long Island’s Bishop William Murphy Tells
Politician: Same-Sex "Marriage" Stance
Incompatible with Being Catholic

We cannot forbear to recommend the eloquent Life of St.
Dominic by Father Lacordaire to our readers generally,
as eminently interesting and instructive. Its author is well
known, and has been for some time held to be one of the
most eloquent preachers living. This work appears to
have been compiled with great care, and is admirably
adapted to the men of this age who have a prejudice
against any thing ascetic. We commend it to those Protestants who always couple St. Dominic in their minds
with the Spanish Inquisition, and take the Spanish Inquisition to have been all that the imagination and malice of
apostates, heretics, and infidels have painted it. They
may learn to love and reverence one whom they ignorantly and rashly denounce as a monster of cruelty.
There is nothing in the life of St. Dominic for which a
Catholic can blush, and we cannot better end than by
saying, "St. Dominic, pray for us!"
Orestes Brownson
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“The sexual reality of male and female is such that they
are related to each other and to each other only in a
complementarity that alone can naturally create new
human life,” said Murphy. Because the union of man and
woman is the “most basic social unit” that predates even
the state, Murphy continued, the state makes rules
about marriage to ensure the health of society. But the
state has no interest in encouraging other sexual relationships, because they have “no impact on the common
good which the state exists to foster and protect.”
However, Bishop Murphy made clear that Suozzi’s disregard for the Church’s teaching on same-sex “marriage”
and “abortion” do not qualify him to be a practicing
Catholic, because these teachings are “unambiguous,
faithful to the Lord and binding on all Catholics.”
“In saying this, I am not singling out Mr. Suozzi. I am
speaking to all Catholics in our diocese and beyond,
reminding them that what we bishops teach is not
“another opinion” among many that Catholics may
choose or not choose.”
“Instead, such truths are ‘non-negotiable,’ binding on all
of us who claim to be ‘practicing Catholics,’” reiterated
Murphy. “Otherwise we are not faithful to our Lord, to His
Church and to the ultimate truths about the human person which alone can bring us freedom, justice, joy and
peace.”
Lifesite.News
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St Dominic Resolves to Start an Order
In Defense of the Church

Lacordaire—Conferences on God

At that time, Alphonso III., king of Castile, was meditating
a marriage between his son and a Danish princess, and
entrusted the negotiation of the affair to the Bishop of
Osma, who, taking with him Dominic, set out for the North
of Germany towards the close of the year 1203. In passing through Languedoc, both were deeply grieved at beholding the alarming success of the Albigenses. On
reaching Toulouse, where they had to pass the night,
Dominic perceived that their host was a heretic; and although time pressed, he was anxious to be of service to
the poor deluded man under whose roof they then were.
Jesus Christ has said to His Apostles, When you come
into a house, salute it, saying, Peace be to this house.
And if that house be worthy, your peace shall come upon
it; but if it be not worthy, your peace shall return to you.
[Mt. 10:12-13] The Saints, to whose minds all the words
of Jesus Christ are ever present, and who know the
power of a benediction given even in secret, regard themselves as God’s ambassadors to every creature whom
they meet, and strive to part from none until they have
implanted in his heart some germ of grace. Dominic did
not rest content with merely praying for his host, but
passed the night in converse with him; and the ready eloquence of the stranger made so deep an impression on
the heretic, that he returned to the faith before the dawn
of day. Then another wonder occurred; touched by the
conquest he had just effected in the cause of truth, and
also by the sad spectacle of he ravages made by false
doctrine, Dominic then first conceived the idea of founding
an Order in defense of the Church, the mission of which
should consist in preaching. This sudden resolve took
lasting possession of his mind; and now that the secret of
his future career was revealed to him, he quitted France,
as if that land, jealous that this great man owed her not
his birth, had nevertheless obtained from God this favor,
that he should not tread her soil in vain, and that to her he
should be indebted for the decisive counsel of his life.

Assuredly the desire has not
been wanting to lay hold of
us, or put us to fault against
immutability; for what a
weighty privilege to all those
who do not possess it; a
doctrine immutable when
ever ything
on
earth
changes! A doctrine which
men hold in their hands,
which poor old men in a
place called the Vatican
guard under the key of their
cabinet, and which without
any other defense resists
the course of time, the
dreams of sages, the designs of kings, the fall of empires
– always one, constant, identical with itself! What a prodigy to deny! What an accusation to silence! Therefore, all
ages, jealous of a glory which disdains their own, have
tried their strength against it. They have come, one after
the other, to the doors of the Vatican; they have knocked
there with buckskin and boot, and the doctrine has appeared under the frail and wasted form of some old man
of threescore years and ten. It has said:

Life of St. Dominic, Henri Lacordaire O.P., Ch III

- Change -

“What do you desire of me?”
“Change”
“I never change”
“But everything is changed in this world. Astronomy has
changed, chemistry has changed, philosophy has
changed. Why are you always the same?”
“Because I come from God, and because God is always
the same”
“But know that we are the masters; we have a million of
men under arms; we shall draw the sword; the sword
which breaks down thrones is well able to cut off the head
of an old man and tear up the leaves of a book.”
“Do so; blood is the aroma in which I recover my youthful
vigor.”
“Well, then, here is half my scepter; make a sacrifice to
peace, and let us share it together.”

Error, indeed, is never set forth in its naked deformity,
lest, being thus exposed, it should at once be detected.
But it is craftily decked out in an attractive dress, so as,
by its outward form, to make it appear to the inexperienced (ridiculous as the expression may seem) more
true than the truth itself.
St. Irenaeus, Against Heresies

Truth Be Told 5

“Keep your purple, O Cæsar! Tomorrow they will bury you
in it; and we will chant over you the Alleluia and the De
Profundis, which never change.”
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Fr. Lacordaire, sermon at Notre Dame, quoted in “The
Invitation Heeded” by James Kent Stone.
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Origin of the Dominican Tradition — Mary’s Mantle
“One evening, Dominic was praying in the church until
midnight, at which hour he entered the corridor where the
Friars were asleep in their cells. Having finished his business, he resumed his prayers at the end of the corridor
where the Friars were asleep in their cells. Having finished his business, he resumed his prayers at the end of
the corridor, when chancing to turn his eyes to the other
end, he beheld three women approaching, the center on
being the most beautiful and venerable. One of her companions carried a magnificent vase, and the other an aspersorium, which she presented to her mistress, who
sprinkled and blessed all the Friars save one. Dominic,
after noting who the Friar was, advanced to meet the
woman, who had already reached the middle of the corridor, near the lamp suspended in that spot. He prostrated
himself at her feet, and although he had recognized her,
entreated her to tell him her name. At that same time, the
beautiful and devotional anthem of the Salve Regina was
not yet sung in the monastery and nunnery of the Order in
Rome, but only recited, kneeling, after Compline. The
woman replied, ‘I am she whom you invoke every eve,
and when you say, Eia ergo, advocata nostra, I prostrate
myself before my Son, entreating Him to protect this Order.’ The blessed Dominic then asked who her two companions were, on which the Blessed Virgin said, ‘One is
Cecilia, and the other Catherine.’ The blessed Dominic
then inquired the reason for her omitting to bless one of
the Friars, and she replied, ‘Because he was not in a becoming posture.’ Then having finished her round, and
sprinkled and blessed the Friars, she disappeared. The
blessed Dominic returned to the spot where he had been
praying, and hardly had he recommenced his devotions
when he was raised in spirit to the presence of God. He
beheld the Lord, having at his right hand the Blessed Virgin, who seemed to Dominic to be robed in a sapphirecolored mantle. Looking around and discerning Religious
of every Order but his own, he began to weep bitterly, not
daring to approach our Lord or his Blessed Mother. Our
Lady motioned him to draw near, but he dared not comply
until encouraged by our Lord. Then he approached and
prostrated himself weeping bitterly. The Lord said, ‘Why
weepest thou so bitterly?’ and he replied, ‘Because I see
members of every Order but my own.’ The Lord said to
him, ‘Dost thou wish to see thy Order?’ He tremblingly
replied, ‘Yes, Lord;’ and the Lord rested His hand on the
shoulder of the Blessed Virgin, saying to Dominic, ‘I have
confided thy Order to my mother.’ Then He added, ‘Wilt
thou indeed see thy Order?’ to which Dominic replied,
‘Yes, Lord.’ Then the Blessed Virgin unfolding her mantle
in Dominic’s sight, so that it covered the whole of the celestial abode, he beheld beneath it a multitude of his children. The blessed Father prostrated himself to render
thanks to God and to our Lady, and the vision disappeared. As he recovered consciousness, the bell was
ringing for Matins, and when they were ended, he convoked a chapter of his Friars, and discoursed to them on
the love and veneration they ought to have to the Blessed
Virgin, and among other things he related this vision. At
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the close of the chapter, he privately took aside the
brother whom Our Lady had not blessed, and gently
asked him if he had not kept back something in the general confession he had made. He replied, ‘Holy Father,
my conscience accuses me of nothing, save that last
night, when I awoke, I found I had been sleeping with no
garments on.’ At Saint-Sixtus the blessed Dominic related
his vision to Sister Cecilia and the others, as if it had been
beheld by another person, but the Friars present made a
sign to the sisters that it was Dominic who had seen it. It
was on this occasion that the blessed Dominic enjoined
that, wherever they slept, the Friars should wear their girdle and their sandals.”
From "Life of St. Dominic," Henri Lacordaire

The Incarnation and
the Mission of the Holy Spirit
The loftiest of the ancient philosophers confessed the incompetence of reason to determine spiritual truth, and
looked forward, with an instinct of prophetic anticipation,
to the advent of a god who might remove uncertainty by
the word of divine authority (Plato in Epinomide). It is
time for Protestants to ask themselves whether they are
any better off that Plato was. For them, a God has come –
and gone. The Divine Word walks the earth no more; and
for the ascertaining of truth it is as if he had never descended from heaven. Christianity has furnished many
new and glorious ideas, so novel indeed and so beautiful
that men call it a revelation. But when we come to sift the
meaning of this expression, it only signifies that a new
domain of speculation has been thrown open, in which
the human intellect may wander up and down, and admire
– and doubt. The relation of truth to reason, the appeal to
which it makes to the mind, is the same now as before.
The reception of what are called Christian doctrines is
simply the assent of the understanding to propositions the
truth of which appears probable (As Chillingworth has not
only admitted, but endeavored to prove).
Men have what they call faith. But it is evident that this
belief is only a number of opinions, more or less strong,
and differing from any other intellectual judgments only in
this, that they are of such a nature as to excite emotion,
suggest comfort, and inspire hope. The very hope thus
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Mission...
(Continued from page 19)

awakened in the mind is of a sort which shows the character of the belief from which it springs; for it is a looking
anxiously forward – I am speaking, be it remembered, of
protestants – to a future state, in which present doubt
shall be exchanged for knowledge, and the mists of uncertainty be dissolved in the effulgence of light. This is in
effect precisely what Plato did. ‘And exactly what St. Paul
did,’ you quickly exclaim. Ah, dear friend, how clearly, if
you could only see it, this very appeal of yours shows how
utterly you have failed to comprehend the nature of
Catholic faith! You quote St. Paul as if he had said, ‘Now I
doubt, but then shall I know.’ St. Paul was a Catholic, and
he spoke as a Catholic. And his words were: “NOW I
KNOW” – I know now, and I shall know then; the assurance is the same, the measure of cognition alone is different; “now I know in part, but then I shall know even as I
am known.”
If the Lord Jesus Christ were to come back to us, in the
glory of his majesty, how quickly would we cease our dogmatizing, and hush our disputings. With one accord we
would exclaim, ‘the Messsias is come, and he will teach
us all things.’ Dear friend, he is here now; he is here today in the midst of us, radiant with the irresistible tokens
of divinity, addressing us in awful tones of authority; in the
person of his Church he comes and lays his hand upon
you, and says, “I that speak unto thee am he.”
This is not a fiction of speech. It is no bold metaphor. The
Church is the voice of God, speaking to the world now as
it spoke eighteen hundred years ago. The God whose
possible coming was dimly conceived by the intuition of
the Greek philosopher has actually come. And has the
meaning of that advent ever shown in upon your mind?
Have you ever apprehended, have you even begun to
apprehend, the appalling fact of he Incarnation? The infinite, eternal God brought himself within bounds; he took
upon him a reasonable soul and human flesh; he suffered
death as a sacrifice for the sins of the world; he created a
Church, and built it upon a rock, and said, “the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it;” he chose his representatives, an in words of omnipotence he invested them with
their awful commission; to one of them he gave the keys
of the kingdom of heaven; to all of them he said:
As society becomes ever more globalized, it makes us
neighbors but does not make us brothers. Reason, by
itself, is capable of grasping the equality between men
and of giving stability to their civic coexistence, but it cannot establish fraternity. This originates in a transcendent
vocation from God the Father, who loved us first, teaching us through the Son what fraternal charity is. Paul VI,
presenting the various levels in the process of human
development, placed at the summit, after mentioning
faith, “unity in the charity of Christ who calls us all to
share as sons in the life of the living God, the Father of
all”
Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate
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“whatsoever you shall bind upon earth, shall be bound in
heaven, and whatsoever you shall loose upon earth, shall
be loosed in heaven;” he breathed upon them, saying,
“receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose sins you shall forgive,
they are forgiven, and whose sins you shall retain, they
are retained;” he pronounced upon them those sentences
of unutterable import: “as the Father hath sent me, even
so send I you:” “he that receiveth you receiveth me, and
he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me:” “all
power is given to me in heaven and in earth: go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and, behold, I am with you all days, even to
the consummation of the world.”
The Invitation Heeded, Fr. Fidelis of the Cross

Faith and Private Judgment
John Henry Newman
If, then, faith be now the same faculty of mind, the same
sort of habit or act, which it was in the days of the Apostles, I have made good what I set about showing. But it
must be the same; it cannot mean two things; the Word
cannot have changed its meaning. Either say that faith is
not necessary now at all, or take it to be what the Apostles meant by it, but do not say that you have it, and then
show me something quite different, which you have put in
the place of it. In the Apostles' days the peculiarity of faith
was submission to a living authority; that is what made it
so distinctive; this is what made it an act of submission at
all; this is what destroyed private judgment in matters of
religion. If you will not look out for a living authority, and
will bargain for private judgment, then say at once that
you have not the Apostolic faith. And in fact you have it
not;
Such is the only rational, consistent account of faith; but
so far are Protestants from professing it, that they laugh
at the very notion of it. They laugh at the very notion itself
of men pinning their faith (as they express themselves)
upon Pope or Council; they think it simply superstitious
and narrow-minded, to profess to believe just what the
Church believes, and to assent to whatever she will say in
time to come on matters of doctrine. That is, they laugh at
the bare notion of doing what Christians undeniably did in
the time of the Apostles. Observe, they do not merely ask
whether the Catholic Church has a claim to teach, has
authority, has the gifts;--this is a reasonable question;-no, they think that the very state of mind which such a
claim involves in those who admit it, namely, the disposition to accept without reserve or question, that THIS is
slavish.
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Blessed Margaret of Castello, Part II: The Ladder of Suffering
By Anita More, O.P.L.

This is the second in a series of talks about Bl. Margaret of Castello, delivered
at the meeting of the Idaho
Lay Dominicans, Bl. Margaret of Castello Chapter, at
St. John’s Cathedral in
Boise, Idaho on Sunday,
November 19, 2006

It is staggering to meditate on the differences between
our own time and the late 13th century. Amid the holocaust of abortion and the perils of a world war that threatens to dwarf even the unspeakable and unprecedented
bloodshed of the last hundred years, the wealth, personal
freedom and physical comfort of the 21st century, especially in the United States, have never been surpassed in
human history. Poor people in this country are better off in
a lot of ways than the rich were in the 13th century. Ordinary people can traverse a continent or an ocean in just a
few hours, converse in real time with someone on the opposite side of the globe, or send documents to other
countries instantaneously. Our advances in hygiene and
climate control allow us not only to keep ourselves clean
without leaving the warmth of our homes, but to create
completely germ-free environments. Most of all, the principles of due process and equal protection are enshrined,
however imperfectly, not only in law but in practice. The
world is still a cruel place, but we have the means to
make ourselves quite comfortable in it.
Many of us would not manage well in little Margaret’s
13th-century world, even under the best conditions. For
one thing, in a world without indoor plumbing, refrigeration, or ready supplies of soap or hot water, the smell had
to be unbearable. For another, deprived of central heat
and air conditioning, people had little means of escape
from extremes of temperature, even indoors. For yet another, whereas our meat comes packaged in Styrofoam at
our local supermarkets, and our supplies of fresh food are
steady, varied, and plentiful, a 13th-century peasant was
far more likely to get rancid or contaminated food, when
food supplies were not interrupted by war or bad weather.
Finally, although the seeds of political freedom and individual rights had already been planted, for most, they
were still far from fruition. Even at its best, life was nasty,
brutish, short and cheap.
Few lives could have been nastier or more brutish than
little Margaret’s for as long as she was under the control

of Parisio and Emilia. Under our law, nobody can be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of
law, and a child under seven cannot be charged with a
crime. But, innocent of any crime, and without notice or a
trial or an advocate, six-year-old Margaret was walled up
in a tiny cell. Criminals condemned to death for heinous
crimes can stave off the executioner with decades of appeals; but there was no court of appeal for Margaret. Today’s murderers and rapists are kept in comfortable cells
with doors; Margaret had no door, and therefore no hope
of departure. Today’s convicted felons file lawsuits if they
can’t watch dirty movies in their cellblocks; Margaret was
lucky to get the odd visit from her own mother. Even in an
age when abortion on demand has been enshrined as a
constitutionally guaranteed right, our consciences can still
be shocked by the treatment that Margaret’s parents
meted out to her with impunity.
Even Nazi war criminals were incarcerated under better
conditions than this innocent child. Margaret would have
had a slit through which food could be passed, and perhaps another through which to hear Mass and receive
Communion. How would she keep warm in winter? Fiberglass insulation hadn’t been invented yet (and probably
would have been dispensed with anyway), and she couldn’t have had a fireplace. How could she stand the heat in
summer, with so little air circulation? How could she get
clean clothes or fresh bedding? How could she keep herself clean? How would she stay dry? How could she
stand being confined to such a small space? She must
have known every last stone in the wall, as far up as she
could reach, and every crack between every stone. She
must have known down to the last quarter inch the length
and width and depth of her windows, and been intimately
acquainted with every bump and depression in the floor.
How could she stay sane?
Margaret’s superior intelligence must have been yet another source of anguish. It must have made her feel
keenly the injustice that was inflicted upon her, and the
loss of all that had been taken away from her. But her
extraordinary mind was a gift from God, and God does
not give His gifts in vain. Her intellect gave Margaret wisdom and understanding beyond her years. With it, she
absorbed all the lessons that Father Capellano had taught
her about her faith, and about her Heavenly Father Who
loved her so much, and Who ordered all things to her
good and His glory. She realized that her crosses were
gifts of the Savior Who had borne the sins of all humanity
in order to save them from damnation, and that her sufferings were a ladder to heaven.
In chapter 3, verse 8 of his letter to the Philippians, St.
Paul might have been writing about Margaret when he
said: “For His sake, I have suffered the loss of all things,
and count them as refuse, in order that I may gain
(Continued on page 22)
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Ladder of Suffering
(Continued from page 21)

Christ….” Margaret had the same natural aversion to pain
and suffering that we all have; but she so wanted to gain
Christ that even though she had lost everything, she was
determined to give even more. By the time she turned
seven, she had started wearing a hair shirt that someone
had smuggled in to her, and bound herself to a strict fast
from mid September to Easter. The rest of the year, she
fasted four days a week. Every Friday, she restricted herself to bread and water. Her weak, twisted body, her miserable prison, the passionate nature that would emerge
as she matured, and the disdain of her parents were fountains of unending sorrow; but it was in the early days of
her imprisonment, fed by the Eucharist and the Masses
that she heard every day, that Margaret began the career
of extraordinary penance that she would pursue for the
rest of her life.
The years rolled on. Spring ran into summer; summer
faded into autumn; autumn hardened into winter; winter
melted into spring, over and over in an unending cycle.
Maybe at night, in her dreams, Margaret’s parents held
her and loved her, and let her throw her arms around their
necks and tell them how much she loved them. Every
morning when she woke up, she must have felt a fresh
pang when the dream dissolved and she remembered
where she was, and who had put her there, and that she
had no hope of escape. Minor setbacks make the rest of
us want to give up on God; but in spite of the bitter winters and sweltering summers, the dampness, the filth, the
awful smells, the hopeless confinement and the hatred of
her family, Margaret’s boundless trust in God preserved
her inner peace. In her Diary, St. Faustina records that
Jesus said to her:
The more a soul trusts, the more it will receive. Souls that
trust boundlessly are a great comfort to Me, because I
pour all the treasures of My graces into them. I rejoice
that they ask for much, because it is My desire to give
much, very much. [Diary of St. Faustina at 1578]
Even from the very first days of her imprisonment, Margaret understood that her torments were themselves a great
grace, because they made it easier for her to imitate Jesus. Like Him, she was rejected and abandoned by those
closest to her. Like Him, she gave love, and was repaid
by hatred. Even in her imprisonment, she was like Him,
Who has made Himself a prisoner for love of men in the
Blessed Sacrament. She must have strained her ears,
listening in vain for the sound of her parents’ footsteps,
just as He listens in vain from the tabernacle for the
sound of our footsteps. Margaret knew that the more
closely she imitated Jesus, the more closely she would
eventually resemble Him. She took to heart the words of
St. Paul in his second letter to Timothy: “Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” [2 Timothy 2:3] And
she must have found hope in St. Paul’s promise in his
second letter to the Corinthians: “For as we share abun-
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dantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share
abundantly in comfort too.” [2 Corinthians 1:5]
Margaret was destined to spend thirteen years confined
to her few square feet in the wall of the Church of St.
Mary of the Fortress of Metola until, in 1305, in the city of
Perugia, an earthquake in the Church precipitated a political tidal wave that would inundate Massa Trabaria, and
sweep Margaret out of her cell. In enduring her excruciating captivity with resignation, good cheer, and trust in
God, Margaret witnessed powerfully to the truth of St.
Paul’s declarations in his letter to the Romans:
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For Thy sake we
are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as
sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I
am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. [Romans 8: 35-39]

Some theologians and clergy don't see a problem with
Catholics letting the Confession Muscle atrophy. They
exclaim, "But God loves us where we're at! God accepts
us as we are!" Yes, this is true. But confession is not
about God loving you more or less. God will love you
straight to hell if that's what you want. That's what freewill is all about.
Confession is not about how much God loves you but
about how much you love God. Confession is our chance
to apologize for those sins that have damaged our relationship with God, for those crimes against His love that
prevent us from being fully in love with God. God does
not need our apologies, our repentance, or our penance.
We do.
Does God love you despite your sin? Yes, always. Can
you love God despite your sin? No. Your sin is evidence
enough of this simple truth. And because God loves and
respects you, He will honor your decision to spend eternity without Him. That, brothers and sisters, is what we
call Hell.
Fr. Philip Neri Powell, O.P., Ph.D.
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From the Chapters
St Monica, Benicia

St Joseph, Fremont
St. Joseph Chapter on May 17, 2009 participated in a “Day
of Recollection”, led by Fr. Vincent Serpa. On this day
members Frank Dirkson, Alene Wilhelmi, and Aulani Cler
made their professions. May they continue to grow in the
Spirit of St. Dominic.
Gloria Walker, O.P.L.

Holy Rosary Chapter held elections on May 24. Taking
office October 1 will be:
Mary Halvorson
Maria Graf
John White
Mary Fazio
Tony Galati
Cecelia Hoesly

Plans are underway for a potluck picnic on July 26. Mary
Halvorson has graciously volunteered to host it at her
home.
Margaret Fuleki has volunteered to organize volunteers
for refreshments for our regular meetings.
Thank-you to Mary Ann Colrud for coordinating the
phone tree for the past several years. It's time to turn this
task over to someone else and we will be asking for a
volunteer or volunteers at our next meeting.
Roberta Powell, O.P.L.

St. Mary Magdalene, Tempe
St. Mary Magdalene Chapter elected to the Council:
Moderator
Asst Moderator
Formation Director
Secretary
Councilor
Karen Woods, O.P.L.
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Mary Hutchinson
Maryanne Thacker
Dick Leopold
Kathy Rhody
Karen Woods

Terry Segelke, O.P.L.

St. Albert the Great, Oakland
St. Albert the Great Chapter this past year decided not to
study a given book for the year but to have a variety of
programs, each presented by a member of the chapter
and leading a discussion of the subject among the members. We had a presentation on Tony Snow and another
on Tim Russert, both recently deceased noted Catholic
newsmen. As part of the latter, there was a good discussion of "code words" to watch for in the November election campagin. Another topic was the history and culture
of Black Catholics in the U.S. Our moderator's wife, a
native of Korea, Kay Richards, spoke about the Catholic
Church in South Korea and its serious and rather silent
ways of liturgy; we also had two presentations on different
translations of the Bible and Steffen Richards shared his
work on "A Scriptural Rosary".

Holy Rosary, Portland

Prioress:
Sub Prioress:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Formation Director:
Ongoing Formation
Director, LPC Rep.:

St. Monica Chapter’s religious assistant, Fr. Denis Reilly,
O.P. is leaving St Dominic parish in Benicia, California for
Midvale, Utah. A farewell party was given in his honor
June 5 at Steve Naratil’s home. Fran and Harry Shoup
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary June 6 with a
mass at St. Dominic in Benicia, California. Welcome to
our newly received members Julie & Tony Hensley and
Raimon Llanos.

One of our members had been to EWTN and shared the
work of Mother Angelica with us. As part of initial formation, one of the candidates spoke of his work on ministry
to the living and dying and gave us a humorous and very
insightful view of his ministry. Throughout the year, we
have practiced the Dominican chant of the "Salve Regina"
so now we can do rather well.
We lost two members: Dorothy Klaia, sister of the late
Fr. John Klaia, O.P. and Joan Anthenien, former registar
of DSPT. Both had been prayer members for some time.
We welcomed Lynn Angeles, Eileen Belllamy, Susan
Dunn and Ginny Rategan as candidates and Bruce Dalziel, husband of longtime member, Faye, as an inquirer.
At the May meeting, members sorted out possible topics
for our continuing formation program for next year and in
July we will vote for some new officers. It should be a
good year ahead!
Ellen Logue, O.P.L.
(Continued on page 24)

God does not command what is impossible; but when
he commands, he exhorts you to do what you can and
to ask for what you cannot do.
St. Augustine
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2009 Lay Provincial Council Meeting, St. Albert Priory
Impressions

I was so happy to attend the LPC meeting this year. It
was my first. I had been told of what a joy it is to be there
at St. Albert's with my fellow Dominicans. I was not disappointed in the least. Being able to get acquainted with the
other members and to spend a weekend with them was
truly a blessing.
I didn't take any pictures other than the inner square and
the turtle. But then they are an important part of the atmosphere.
Diane Albano O.P.L., Ashland OR

From the Chapters
(Continued from page 23)

Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento
The Mary, Mother of the Eucharist Chapter-in-Formation
received two new candidates, Jenny Patten Gargiulo
and Catherine Liberatore, on Saturday, May 3rd, immediately followed by the temporary professions of three
others, Eleanor Diaz, Cynthia Nedich, and Andrea Nefrada. Fr. Brendan McAnerny, O.P. and Phyllis Sale,
led these rites within a regular Sunday Mass at Holy Family Parish in Citrus Heights, CA, a suburb of Sacramento,
so that the entire parish had the opportunity to act as witnesses and to enjoy exposure to the Lay Dominicans. The chapter hosted a luncheon in the parish hall
following the Mass and invited all parishioners to join in
the festivities. Many supportive family and friends attended to commemorate this happy occasion.
On May 13th, the chapter celebrated its founding feast
day, the Feast of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist. Fr.
Brendan McAnerny, O.P., celebrated Mass in the home
of the chapter prioress, Phyllis Sale, and the evening
concluded with a wonderful pot luck dinner, a fun family
meal enjoyed in community.
In September, the young chapter-in-formation will commence its first ongoing formation program, which will focus on the role of the laity within the Catholic Church and
will utilize Apostolicam Actuositatem (Second Vatican
Council, 1965) and Christifidelis Laici (John Paul II, 1988).
Catherine Liberatore O.P.L.
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It was my great pleasure to represent the Mary, Mother of
the Eucharist Chapter-in-Formation from Sacramento, CA
at this year’s LPC meeting. Thank you, Tony Galati, for
making it both a productive and a spiritually fruitful weekend. It was such a treat to share liturgies with the wonderful friars and brothers at St. Albert’s, in addition to my new
Lay Dominican family members. While new to the Order, I
immediately felt very comfortable meeting and greeting
the other representatives and observers, and many commented how they felt as if we’ve all known one another for
years.
Thank you, Fr. Vincent Serpa, O.P., for reminding us that
Dominicanism begins at the foot of the cross, and that the
Eucharist is central to our charism of preaching. God
bless you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to
come and spend the weekend with us in Oakland. Kudos
to the Executive Council for fostering efficiency in business matters, camaraderie, piety, and orthodoxy. God
bless you all, and thanks to St. Dominic and to Mother
Mary for guiding our paths and bringing us all closer to
Jesus Christ.
Catherine Liberatore O.P.L., Sacramento, CA

After being elected representative for St. Dominic Chapter/Eagle Rock, our past LPC rep. Nancy Riley (now our
prioress) said that, " I would love my new job." Who
"loves" going to meetings?
Fr. Gerald Buckley. OP, Prior of St. Albert the Great Priory in Oakland is welcoming, very cheerful and just a delight to spend time with. It's always a spiritual benefit to
(Continued on page 25)
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Impressions
(Continued from page 24)

join the fathers and brothers for Mass and morning and
evening prayers.
I was able to meet and talk with the various representatives from the different chapters during meals and social
time on Friday and Saturday evening. How wonderful to
put faces to the names I see in print. It was exciting getting acquainted with my Dominican Laity brothers and
sisters from Oregon to Utah.
The professionalism during our meetings was astounding
but I was awed by the warmth and charity displayed by
the executive board and other representatives. It made
me proud to know that we, in the Western Province are in
very capable hands. Fr. Vincent Serpa, OP, our Provencial Promoter at our last meeting, said that, "The Holy
Spirit is working with the Dominican Laity!"

Compendium
(Continued from page 6)
i

Did I "love" the meeting? Absolutely!
ii
iii

Concie Kibbe O.P.L., Eagle Rock

iv
v
vi
vii
viii
ix
x
xi
xii
xiii

I guess I'd have to say the weekend was pretty awesome.
When I first arrived I felt very humbled and out of place
( you would have to know some of my past to understand
fully what I mean) , but I know we are all called for a reason, especially now in this time. One strong impression I
had was the diversity of the group, not so much the ethnicity, but the diversity of educational back grounds. I
came to the understanding that it's not the amount of education one has, it's the openness to Gods grace, letting
God speak and act through us, just as St Catherine let
God work in her. We must decrease and let the Lord increase in our lives if we want anything good and lasting to
come from us. This weekend also brought me closer to
my new family, my Dominican family, and I know you all
are just an email or a phone call away.
Your Dominican brother, Larry Loza O.P.L., San Diego.

Next year’s meeting
July 9-11
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Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, © 2004, Liberia
Editrice Vaticana, USCCB Publishing, Washington, D.C., Presentation; [hereinafter Compendium] [also internet link, www.vatican.va].
Compendium, Presentation; [also internet link, www.vatican.va].
“The Ten Commandments are precepts bearing on the fundamental obligations of religion and morality and embodying the revealed
expression of the Creator's will in relation to man's whole duty to
God and to his fellow-creatures.” The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume IV, Robert Appleton Company, New York, New York, (1908)
(Underscore here). See also, Exodus 20, Deuteronomy 5.
Compendium, p. 22, ¶ 50.
Compendium, p. 22, ¶ 50 .
Compendium. p. 22, ¶¶ 49-55.
“Body politic” or otherwise known as the “state,” government,”
“ruler,” or “regime.”
Compendium, p. 22, ¶ 50.
Compendium, p. 22, ¶ 50 (Quoting Guadium et Spes, ¶ 76).
Compendium, p. 22 ¶ 51 (Quoting Guadium et Spes, ¶ 40)
(Original italicized).
Compendium, p. 22, ¶ 51, (Quoting Guadium et Spes, ¶ 40).
Compendium, p. 23, ¶ 52 (Original italicized).
“Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you once
walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away: anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and foolish talk from your mouth. Do not lie
to one another, seeing that you have put off the old man with his
practices and have put on the new man, who is being renewed in
knowledge after the image of his creator. Here there cannot be
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.” Colossians
3: 5-11 (Underscore here). See, also, Genesis 1:26; Galatians
3:28.
Compendium , p. 23, ¶ 53.
Compendium, p. 23, ¶ 53.
Compendium, p. 23, ¶ 53.
“Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who
loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love does
not know God; for God is love.” I John 4:7-8.
Compendium, p. 23, ¶ 54 (Part of original italicized, underscore
here).
Compendium, p. 24, ¶ 55 (Original italicized).
While one must admit the a perfect society is not possible on this
earth, we do share in the Communion of Saints that includes men
and women in Heaven
Compendium, pp. 24-25, ¶ 58 (Original italicized).
See, Footnote xiii, above.
Deuteronomy 30:15-16.
Compendium, pp. 23-24, ¶ 54.
Compendium, p. 23, ¶ 54. (Quoting, Second Vatican Council,
Gaudium et Spes, 38; Acta Apostolicae Sedis, 58 (1966)).
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From the Mailbag
This is another jam-packed issue. (We could almost
spend a retreat just going over back-issues of Truth Be
Told.) Great stuff from Anita, too.

I am delighted that you find Fr. Fidelis a kindred soul and
that you find his "The Invitation Heeded" a masterpiece of
Catholic apologetics.

One note: I was somewhat concerned to read the
D.O.E.R.S. news flash claiming that 21 volunteers traveled to Honduras. The first D.O.E.R.S. trip in January
had FOUR volunteers. Right now, ONE volunteer is
there. So apparently, I have fed you some bad data at
some point in time. Sorry about that. Will be more careful next time.

Allow me to say that I find "Truth Be Told" simply excellent, and chock-full of excellent material for the spiritual
and intellectual formation of lay Dominicans. You are doing a truly fine job with "putting it together" and please
regard this as a further encouragement!

Mike Turner O.P.L.
I fear in my enthusiasm I did not hear correctly and misreported the numbers. Mea culpa, and thanks for the correction - Ed
—
Thank you, Very well done!
Fr. Gerald A. Buckley, O.P.
—
Thanks, Mark. I like the way you have a single (more or
less) theme for the copy. It is a good resource. I shall forward it to my email list and hope one or two subscribe.
Peace to you, and thanks for your hard work.
Fr John Speekman - Sydney
Several have responded. Thank you! -Ed
—
I just read my first copy of “Truth Be told” and was very
impressed with the challenging job you are doing. I will
include your endeavors in my prayers.
Best Wishes

I have long felt an affinity for the Dominicans. Many
years ago, at the Buffalo convent of Dominican sisters,
there was a wonderful Dominican chaplain there, Fr. Albert Drexelius, who gave lectures on the Summa Theologiae of St. Thomas.
In my 3 books dealing with Eastern Orthodoxy, I have
relied much on the teaching of St. Thomas concerning the
Papacy, the "Filique", and Original Sin. In my first work
"Ending the Byzantine Greek Schism", I presented the
first English translation of the full text of St. Thomas' famous "Contra Errores Graecorum". as well as the first
English translation of the remarkable "Apologia for Unity
With Rome" by the 14th c. Byzantine Greek lay theologian
Demetrios Kydones who had translated some of
St.Thomas' works into Greek! Copies of that book are still
available from Catholics United for the Faith (CUF) in
Steubenville , OH (740-283-2484).
I would be pleased to be placed on your list for future issues of "Truth Be Told" which I may well forward to
friends.
In Christ,
Jim Likoudis
P.S. My WEBSITE: WWW.CREDOBUFFALO.COM
CUF's Website: WWW. CUF.ORG
—
I shall certainly be subscribing and hope that all the issues are as interesting as this one especially from a Bioethics viewpoint

Kevin - Australia
—
I am Fr. Jerome Agelu from Uganda
in Africa. I am happy about your
reflections and therefore ask to be
included in the mailing list.
Rev. Fr. Jerome Agelu
Soroti Catholic Diocese,
P. O. Box 650
Soroti
UGANDA.

Truth Be Told 5

Kind Regards,
Nola Drum
—
The newsletter is magnificence. Congratulations on the
fine work. We remember you all in prayer.
Sr. Jean Marie, O.P.
(Continued on next page)

To renew the Church and the world we need to begin
with ourselves. It's tempting to see the moral problems
of the wider culture and want to begin there, outside ourselves, focused on others. But all authentic reform begins
within our own hearts.
Abp Charles Chaput, June 26 address

Page 26

Jul-Aug 2009

From the Mailbag

De Profundis

(continued from previous page)

I had to let you know how very impressed I was with the
May-June issue of "Truth Be Told." Especially the
"Reflections On Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide."
I
know from personal experience that some doctors encourage families to give up hope and withdraw medication
and surgery with older patients who these doctors no
longer consider "productive." Unfortunately, for this reason younger patients often receive better treatment and
care in our hospitals than older patients do.
This has led me to wonder if there might be some way
WE can keep track ... maybe even through TBT ... of all
that's going on with the elders in our own Lay Order, particularly those who are ill. Often they do appear on the
prayer line once or twice but it seems to me we need people in EVERY Chapter who don't just let their older members slide into oblivion but keep us all posted on them.
There's so much emphasis on drawing new younger
members into the Order (to keep the Order alive and
thriving ... and that's good) But it's wrong to neglect those
who have given their whole lives to this Order and find
themselves old and seriously ill. We need to find some
way to keep reminding them that WE CARE!
Again, thank you, Mark, for all the wonderful information
that you share with us in "Truth Be Told."
Sincerely,
Eleanor Janson, O.P.L.
St. Rose of Lima Chapter
Antioch, CA
You present an excellent idea and it deserves a thoughtful way to fulfill the need. Thank you - Ed
—
Thank you. As always, a thoughtful and thought provoking issue. Keep up the good work.
Mrs. Helen Tice, O.P.
Layout / Designer, eLumen
Province of St. Joseph
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My dear brothers & sisters in St. Dominic:
It is with great sadness that I inform you of the passing of
our [Eastern] Provincial President, Dorothy Murphy.
Dorothy passed away this evening during emergency
surgery for a ruptured aortic aneurysm. Notice of funeral
arrangements will be forthcoming. Please join with me in
prayer for our sister. I humbly ask that everyone afford
Dorothy's family & friend some privacy during this difficult time. I promise you that as soon as arrangements
are made, you will be contacted. Please share this information with those who do not have email.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon her. May her soul and all the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.
(Ms.) Marianne T. Jablonski, OP
—
Dear brothers and sisters for the North American Fraternities of St. Dominic:
Thank you all for your kind words, sympathy and prayers
for Dorothy and the entire Eastern Province. Dorothy
was a remarkable Dominican, a good friend, and a true
daughter of St. Dominic. All she did as President of our
Province over the last eight years, she did out of love for
our Lord and in service to the Order to which she was so
devoted.
We pray that our sister be greeted by Holy Father Dominic and all our brothers and sisters now in glory before
the heavenly throne.
God bless you all.
In Christo et SPND,
Arvin
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to:
Carol Smith, 909 Helena Drive,
Silver Spring, MD 20901
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Come Holy Ghost, Creator Blest,
And in our hearts take up Thy rest,
Come with Thy grace and heavenly aid,
To fill the hearts which thou hast made.

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,
Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,
Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,
Let those who have drifted
Hear your call,
And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

A Contemplative Pilgrimage to the
Lands of Dominic
For the Dominican Laity of the WDP
In the Spring of 2010
Dominican Father Bernhard Blankenhorn will lead up to
15 Dominican Laity of our province on a two-week pilgrimage to Toulouse, Fanjeaux and Caleruega from
April 26 to May 8, 2010. The low-key, retreat-like program includes lodging and meals at Dominican houses
at all three sites. The horarium includes daily Mass,
Lauds, Vespers and Compline in common, as well as
one or two conferences with Fr. Bernhard. The schedule will allow generous time for rest, walks, personal
prayer and study and conversations. The main theme
will be a historical and spiritual portrait of St. Dominic.
The projected price for the land package is $1575$2150, depending on the number of participants, plus
airfare ($1100-1300). For inquiries, please contact the
pilgrimage coordinator, Sr. Jane Comerford, CSJ, at
pilgrimages@earthlink.net, or call her at 509-868-1683.

Let us, then, not light the lamp by
contemplation and action, only to put
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean,
which is the enlightening word of
knowledge - lest we be condemned
for restricting by the letter the incomprehensible power of wisdom. Rather
let us place it upon the lampstand of
holy Church, on the heights of true
contemplation, where it may kindle
for all men the light of divine teaching.
St. Maximus the Confessor
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Pope John Paul II

Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.opl@gmail.com
2711 Lancaster Dr.
Boise, ID 83702


Please notify by email if you would like to
be added to the regular emailing list.

There is no subscription fee.
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released
on or around the first day of each bimonthly period, by
email and on the website (http://laydominicanswest/
newsletter). Deadline for contributions is one week
before the end of the month (but preferably by the 15th
of the prior month).
Editor – Mark Gross
Submissions to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in particular presentations made at chapter meetings. We cannot guarantee that all will be published,
and we reserve the right to edit submissions. The purpose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for proclaiming the Good
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St.
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.
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