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The Path of Usefulness to Christ
Fr Allan White OP
[On Aug 8] we celebrate the fast of our
Founder, St Dominic. On his deathbed,
Dominic told his friars that he wanted to be
buried under the feet of his brethren. He
wanted them to walk over him.
In the middle ages it was the custom to bury
people in the cloister. St Dominic did not
want to be marked out as special in any
way. He wanted to lie awaiting the resurrection with his brethren. For him fraternity
stretched into eternal life.
But St Dominic also wanted to be of use.
Whenever a friar is assigned from one
house to another, the document that he receives from the provincial reads:
Taking into account the necessities of the
province and the ways in which you can be
useful in Christ's service?
Dominicans are to be useful, not first to others but to Christ. It is in being useful to
Christ that they can be useful to others.
They have to clear the ground of their lives
of those obstacles that prevent that usefulness from flourishing. That is why they are
called to live in poverty, chastity and obedience.
This spiritual husbandry is a work of grace.
St Dominic wanted his friars to be preachers, but he realized that words are cheap
(Continued on page 2)
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unless they are rooted in life. We can speak the
truth, but unless we live the truth we are useless
servants. Speaking the truth and living the truth is
how we become holy, and to be holy is to become
like to Christ.

when he was too exhausted to continue. Like the
Savior, who went away to a lonely place, to pray:

Every saint resembles Christ in some way. This was
particularly clear with Dominic who followed Jesus in
everything.

The following of Christ means for us the imitation of
Christ and the putting on of Christ. This, in turn, is an
expression of the martyr's calling. Following in poverty is the foundation of all of our ascetic endeavors,
since it signifies our lack of belonging to place, to
class, to a particular social outlook or to the good
opinion of those amongst whom we live.

Jesus was companionable. He made himself available and accessible. He entered into compassionate
solidarity with sinners, and was open to receiving
their questions and supporting them in their difficulties.
It was said of Dominic that nobody was more companionable. Because he loved everybody, everybody loved him. Give love and you will get love in
return. Dominic was also deliberately and conscientiously poor; he had nothing of his own; he did not
have his own cell; he did not have his own bed, he
never slept in one; he did not even have his own
habit.

He went out into the hills to pray, and he spent the
whole night in prayer to God. (Lk 6:12)

One of the prime features of Dominican life is that
we do not belong to a locus certus, a secure place.
We do not belong to a particular parish, we do not
belong to a particular community or a particular
town: we are to belong to all, as does Christ himself.
St Dominic shows us the path of usefulness and the
way of belonging. Through belonging to Christ we
can belong entirely to all of those whom he loves
and longs for, to all those to whom he gives us as
instruments of his truth.

Like his Master he used to spend the nights in prayer; he fell asleep with his head on the altar step

Fr Allan White OP, a member of the English
Province, writes at The Torch (Link)

Praised be Jesus
Keeping the Faith
How do the faithful keep the faith in today’s culture?
What’s the secret to living in this world without surrendering to it? In this series we ask well-informed
people, from a variety of vocations, to describe their
experiences with faith in the public square. This is
from an interview with Lauren Ashburn. Lauren is
the Managing Editor and Anchor of EWTN Nightly
News. She has also worked with FOX News, CNN,
CBS, PBS, USA Today and is the President and
CEO of Ashburn Media Company. Lauren and her
husband live in Washington, DC, with their three
children.

President Trump and his administration have
made some positive policy changes relating
to our faith; e.g., signing the bill allowing
states to withhold funding for abortions and
reinstating the ban on U.S. funding for abortion overseas. He has also recently signed an
Executive Order on religious liberty, protecting such groups as the Little Sisters of the
Poor and EWTN. In his accompanying speech
the president honored God, our Christian heritage and Christian believers. As Managing
Editor and Anchor of EWTN News Nightly, are
you hopeful this trend will continue?
So far, we have seen the White House embrace
issues important to Catholics - particularly life is(Continued on next page)
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my off time, and never discussed my faith at work
or in social settings. Even though my faith didn’t
waiver, I realized I was moving farther away from
God and I didn’t like that. I had reached the point
in my life when I didn’t want my career to define
me. I was proud to be a faithful Catholic and I
liked how my faith guided my life. I decided it was
time to open my career to God and I started wearing the cross again, on and off television. And
God noticed, because I am now blessed to have
the greatest job I’ve ever had – as EWTN Managing Editor and Anchor of EWTN News Nightly.
What advice would you give to young Catholics pursuing a career in journalism?
I offer young Catholics the same advice I offer
everyone. Work hard, keep your head down. Be
a sponge. Find a mentor. Make a difference.
Don’t complain. Keep a positive attitude. Be true
to yourself and your beliefs. Work to spread
God’s message in a way you are called to do, no
matter how insignificant people think the job is to
society.

Lauren Ashburn, EWTN

sues. By including a meeting with the Pope on the
President’s first international trip, it seems President Trump is sending a message to American
Catholics that he cares about issues important to
the Church. One of the issues that is important to
me is Christian persecution and I hope the White
House will continue to not only speak out about
the atrocities being committed, but also provide
funding to help these Christians.

After working in mainstream media outlets
such as; Fox News, PBS, CBS and CNN for
over two decades, you seemed to reach the
“sweet spot” of combining faith and work at
EWTN. Has this position deepened your faith?
I truly have the best job ever. I love working at
EWTN and covering the news from a Catholic
perspective. I am blessed to work with wonderful
people who share my faith. We have a chapel in
the office and celebrating Mass with work colleagues is a blessing. This job has not only deepened my faith, it has deepened my gratitude and
opened my world to a broader world view.

As a young Catholic reporter, you faced opposition to the faith in the newsroom. At one
point you were told to remove your cross
necklace, which you did. Tell us about that
time, and also, what inspired you to wear it
again?
I was a young reporter at a local TV station. TV is
a visual medium, and I was used to being told
how to fix my hair, or what clothes to wear or not
wear. One day my boss told me to remove my
cross necklace because it was “distracting” to the
audience and might lead viewers to believe I
could be biased because of my faith. I was confident in my objective reporting, and was so focused on keeping my job, it didn’t occur to me to
question the “no cross” rule. But as the years
went by, I didn’t reach for the cross necklace on
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Many thanks to Lauren Ashburn for taking the
time out of her busy schedule, to share her
thoughts with us. Please keep Lauren, her
family and her colleagues at EWTN, in your
prayers.
EWTN is a news source we can trust.
God bless you,
Denise Harvey,
President, Lay Provincial Council
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From the Peace and Justice Promoter

Venezuela: A Cry for the Poor
Nearly two decades ago, then President of Venezuela, Hugo Chavez, commenced his agenda of
wealth redistribution and oppression in the name of
socialism. His “chavismo” socialist experiment has
bankrupted Venezuela, stripped the nation’s food
stuffs and goods from its market shelves, and
plunged its citizens into ever deepening poverty,
making the ruling class ever richer. Chavez died in
2013 and his successor, President Maduro has continued the socialist course. Price controls, inflation of
141%, massive budget deficits and national debt,
with repression and shortages rampant, have
caused widespread poverty. Venezuela’s extreme
poverty rate peaked at over 55% in 2015 (The Economist, “Venezuela, a nation within a state,” 8 Feb.
2016).
The news from Venezuela reflects the cry of people
who have lost their jobs, made poor and unable to
provide for their families. Socialism is a failure. In
the last several decades, many nations have abandoned socialism relegating it to the trash bin of history. It violates Catholic social teaching as it causes
great harm to the poor, it gives advantage to the rich
who use governmental largesse to their advantage
(crony capitalism), and it often comes with a terrible—as with Venezuela—oppression. Pope Leo XIII
rejected the basic tenet of socialism—government
ownership of goods—stating that socialism “must be
utterly rejected, since it only injures [the poor] whom
it would seem meant to benefit, is directly contrary to
the natural rights of mankind, and would introduce
confusion and disorder into” society. Reram Novarum, para. 15, Leo XIII (1891).
Human political and economic freedom are key to a
free economy and its success in helping the poor
and underprivileged. Pope John Paul II wrote that
skills are important, education is key, and the development of peoples necessary, but he noted that “the
free market is the most efficient instrument for utilizing resources and effectively responding to needs”
and he upheld and reinforced the right of people to
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form free associations, trade unions and workers
organizations. See, Centesimus Annus, para. 34,
St. John Paul the Great, (1991)(italics original).
Government ownership of the means of production
and property is not the answer. There is no Gospel
mandate for the government to force the transfer of
goods and services of one sector of society to another. Rather, the Gospel promotes charity, a just
wage, and commands each of us to help the poor.
As John Paul II noted, it is the government’s role to
protect human rights, oversee the market that it operates ethically, and create an atmosphere that ensures job opportunities, with limited functions and
intervention in times of crisis.
John Paul II also warned against the “social assistance state” or welfare state that intervenes directly
and deprives private persons and society its responsibilities, wasting human energy, that results in an
inordinate increase in public spending, number and
size of public agencies that are dominated by bureaucratic thinking rather than service to the public.
John Paul II cites “subsidiarity” stating that those
closest to the social problems can best help the
poor. See, Centesimus Annus, para. 48, St. John
Paul the Great, (1991).
The government should serve the common good.
Providing a social welfare net can be a good, but it
must accord with right order and to truth, and not
violate the virtues of hard work and thrift. It must not
endanger souls by dependence, intolerance and entitlement via greed and envy. Viable work and just
wages are the goal of a viable economy that conforms to true Catholic social teaching.
Let’s pray that the Lord hear the cry of the unemployed and poor in Venezuela.
John C Keenan,
Vice President and Peace and Justice promoter
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Patriotism or Nationalism?
Joe Sobran
cal style is belligerent. Patriotism, by contrast, is
peaceful until forced to fight.
The patriot differs from the nationalist in this respect
too: he can laugh at his country, the way members
of a family can laugh at each other's foibles. Affection takes for granted the imperfection of those it
loves; the patriotic Irishman thinks Ireland is hilarious, whereas the Irish nationalist sees nothing to
laugh about.

(Griffin Internet Syndicate, October 16, 2001) -- This
is a season of patriotism, but also of something that
is easily mistaken for patriotism; namely, nationalism. The difference is vital.
G.K. Chesterton once observed that Rudyard Kipling, the great poet of British imperialism, suffered
from a "lack of patriotism." He explained: "He admires England, but he does not love her; for we admire things with reasons, but love them without reasons. He admires England because she is strong,
not because she is English."
In the same way, many Americans admire America
for being strong, not for being American. For them
America has to be "the greatest country on earth" in
order to be worthy of their devotion. If it were only
the 2nd-greatest, or the 19th-greatest, or, heaven
forbid, "a 3rd-rate power," it would be virtually worthless.
This is nationalism, not patriotism. Patriotism is like
family love. You love your family just for being your
family, not for being "the greatest family on
earth" (whatever that might mean) or for being
"better" than other families. You don't feel threatened when other people love their families the same
way. On the contrary, you respect their love, and
you take comfort in knowing they respect yours. You
don't feel your family is enhanced by feuding with
other families.
While patriotism is a form of affection, nationalism, it
has often been said, is grounded in resentment and
rivalry; it's often defined by its enemies and traitors,
real or supposed. It is militant by nature, and its typi-

The nationalist has to prove his country is always
right. He reduces his country to an idea, a perfect
abstraction, rather than a mere home. He may even
find the patriot's irreverent humor annoying.
Patriotism is relaxed. Nationalism is rigid. The patriot
may loyally defend his country even when he knows
it's wrong; the nationalist has to insist that he defends his country not because it's his, but because
it's right. As if he would have defended it even if he
hadn't been born to it! The nationalist talks as if he
just "happens," by sheer accident, to have been a
native of the greatest country on earth -- in contrast
to, say, the pitiful Belgian or Brazilian.
Because the patriot and the nationalist often use the
same words, they may not realize that they use
those words in very different senses. The American
patriot assumes that the nationalist loves this country with an affection like his own, failing to perceive
that what the nationalist really loves is an abstraction
- "national greatness," or something like that. The
American nationalist, on the other hand, is apt to be
suspicious of the patriot, accusing him of insufficient
zeal, or even "anti-Americanism."
When it comes to war, the patriot realizes that the
rest of the world can't be turned into America, because his America is something specific and particular -- the memories and traditions that can no more
be transplanted than the mountains and the prairies.
He seeks only contentment at home, and he is quick
to compromise with an enemy. He wants his country
to be just strong enough to defend itself.
But the nationalist, who identifies America with abstractions like freedom and democracy, may think
it's precisely America's mission to spread those abstractions around the world - to impose them by
(Continued on next page)
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force, if necessary. In his mind, those abstractions
are universal ideals, and they can never be truly
"safe" until they exist, unchallenged, everywhere;
the world must be made "safe for democracy" by "a
war to end all wars." We still hear versions of these
Wilsonian themes. Any country that refuses to Americanize is "anti-American" -- or a "rogue nation." For
the nationalist, war is a welcome opportunity to
change the world. This is a recipe for endless war.

Copyright © 2017 by the Fitzgerald Griffin Foundation. All
rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by the Fitzgerald Griffin
Foundation. All rights reserved. "Patriotism or Nationalism?" by Joe Sobran was published originally by the Griffin Internet Syndicate, October 16, 2001.

In a time of war hysteria, the outraged patriot, feeling
his country under attack, may succumb to the seductions of nationalism. This is the danger we face
now.

Help the Fitzgerald Griffin Foundation in its mission to
promote and preserve the Joe Sobran legacy. Give a taxdeductible donation to FGF online or send a check to:

Joe Sobran (1946-2010) was an author, political commentator, and syndicated columnist for over 35 years.
Sign-Up to receive weekly columns by Sobran and
paleoconservative other writers.

Fitzgerald Griffin Foundation
713 Park St., SE, Vienna, VA 22180

Alternate Facts
Michael Greaney
A great deal of political hay has been made out of
the Trump administration’s reliance on “alternate
facts” and other fabrications and distortions of the
truth. Like the police chief in Casablanca (1942),
they are shocked, shocked to find politicians or anyone else (other than themselves) lying.
The only thing shocking, however, is the naiveté of
people who feign to believe that this is anything new.
Truth has been under attack from the earliest days
of the Church. On the first Good Friday, to take the
most notorious example, after asking Jesus “What is
truth?” (and not waiting for an answer) Pontius Pilate
admitted he found no guilt in Jesus, but allowed Him
to be put to death, anyway. The mob had threatened to report Pilate as no “Friend of Caesar,” and
he had to think of his career.
In Enthusiasm (1950), Msgr. Ronald A. Knox noted
the “enthusiastic” (ultrasupernatualist) tendency in
even the earliest Christian communities to subordinate everything, especially the precepts of the natural law, to one’s desires and personal interpretation
of something accepted as God’s Will. A seemingly
inevitable corollary to this tendency is the intrusion
of the idea that what is forbidden to ordinary, unenlightened people is perfectly proper, sometimes
even mandatory, for those who have ascended to a
higher plane. Opinion held by faith is better than
knowledge attained by reason, even (or especially)
when faith and reason are directly at odds.
Truth Be Told 53

This different concept of truth would explain, for example, the apparent contradiction of Dorothy Day’s
Catholic Worker movement separating from the
Catholic Radical Alliance of Pittsburgh over the issue of the legitimacy of armed resistance to Hitler,
and later condoning the use of violence by Fidel
Castro. Those opposing Hitler were doing it for
worldly reasons and were consequently ungodly.
Castro was fighting for the rights of the poor, whom
Day considered “God’s little ones.” He was therefore godly.
Nor is this purely a religious phenomenon. Time
and again, groups have pleaded for tolerance on the
grounds that coercion used against them is wrong,
and the moment they came into power proceeded to
crush opposition with all possible force.
It is only necessary in this context to note the demands for toleration of same sex unions under the
heading of marriage. During the campaign, the public at large was assured that no one would be forced
to participate or go contrary to his or her conscience
in any way. Those with same sex attraction insisted
all they wanted was their civil rights . . . evidently
oblivious to the fact that marriage is not a civil right,
but a domestic right.
Once same sex unions were legally declared marriages, the full force of the law was brought against
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people who failed to participate enthusiastically —
double meaning intended. Society’s overall consciousness had been raised, and coercion was now
legitimate against those who insisted on remaining
at a lower, unenlightened level.
This is also the sense of the New Age idea that truth
changes as different levels of consciousness are
achieved. As asserted in, e.g., E.F. Schumacher’s A
Guide for the Perplexed (1977), what is true at one
level of consciousness is not necessarily true at any
other level of consciousness, and vice versa.
One of the elect who has been granted the direct
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, therefore, can hold by
faith as true and lawful, even as the sign of election
itself, something that the week before he or she
raised his or her consciousness was held by reason
as false and unlawful. He or she “knows” (gnosis)
what he or she wants is good and permissible, even
though the same thing is evil and forbidden to others. As Knox noted, “‘We know’ [is] a claim, not to
worldly wisdom, but to direct spiritual enlightenment.”
This conflict over the idea of truth came to head in
the debate between Saint Thomas Aquinas and Siger of Brabant in the thirteenth century. The metaphysical intellectualism of the heterodox Islamic philosopher, Ibn Rushd, better known as Averroes, was
wreaking havoc in Western academic and religious
circles. As the political philosopher George H. Sabine noted,1
The essential characteristics of Latin Averroism
were its thoroughgoing naturalism and rationalism.
It admitted, indeed, the absolute truth of Christian
revelation but it divorced this entirely from philosophy, and unlike St. Thomas, held that the rational
conclusions of the latter might be quite contrary to
the truths of faith. It was responsible therefore for
the doctrine of a twofold truth. With this tendency
the separation in the Defensor pacis of reason and
revelation “which we believe by pure faith without
reason,” is quite in accord.2
The primacy of the Intellect (reason) or the Will
(faith), addressed by Aquinas in the first question in
the Summa, was the main bone of contention in the
debate between Aquinas and Siger, the undisputed
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leader of the Latin Averroists. Aquinas’s arguments
are presented in De Unitate Intellectus Contra Averroistas, “On the Unity of the Intellect Against the Averroists.” Aquinas defended the first principle of reason, that truth is a unity and always true without contradiction, against Siger’s De Anima Intellective.
The Catholic Encyclopedia claims that Siger wished
to remain a professing Catholic. To safeguard his
faith he developed his theory of the two truths: what
is true in philosophy may be false in religion, and
vice versa. In De Anima Intellective, Siger promoted
a dichotomy between faith and reason, as well as
between opinion (which may be true) and knowledge
(which is certainly true).
G.K. Chesterton called this divorce of Christian revelation from philosophy “the double mind of man.” It
violates the first principle of reason by positing that
there are different kinds of truth, depending on the
context. Attaining a higher level by faith, therefore,
releases one from the precepts of the natural law
discerned by reason, thereby making the truths of
faith more true than the truths of reason.
The Wikipedia (at least as of May 25, 2017) suggests that Siger of Brabant was a champion of human freedom defying a reactionary Catholic Church.
The entry also credits Siger with having a profound
effect on how many people today understand the
respective roles of faith and reason.
The latter, unfortunately, appears to be true. Virtually the whole of modern society, civil, religious, and
domestic, often accepts as necessarily true an assumption that is the direct antithesis of what is actually the case, but which people insist, for one excuse
or another or even mere expedience, must be true.
Nor are Catholics specially protected from this error.
This is seen in the way innovators try to maintain the
illusion — or delusion — that they are “faithful Catholics,” even as they go directly contrary to virtually
every doctrine of the Catholic Church, to say nothing
of common sense.
Michael D. Greaney is Director of Research for the Center
for Economic and Social Justice (CESJ),. This article is a
condensation of a chapter in an upcoming book soon to
be published by TAN Books.
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"If only because
power naturally and
necessarily follows
property, concentrated ownership of
the means of production is the most
serious political and
economic problem
in the world today.
People as diverse
as Karl Marx and
Pope John Paul II
have viewed this
'ownership gap' as
a root cause of fundamental
social
problems. It is, as
well, a result of
flawed and unjust
laws and institutions. These, in
turn, create flagrant
inequalities of economic opportunity and personal freedom. A social order that systematically concentrates economic power must therefore be viewed as an explicit offense against human dignity. The question becomes what
to do about it." - Introduction to THE RESTORATION OF
PROPERTY In 1936 Hilaire Belloc, with G. K. Chesterton
revered as one of the founders of "distributism," wrote of
"the restoration of property." Trapped within what Louis
Kelso and Mortimer Adler called the slavery of past savings (THE NEW CAPITALISTS, 1961), however, Belloc's
insightful analysis suffered from the lack of an effective
program of implementation. The best he could do was to
recommend burdening the rich with laws and regulations
to keep them from using their power to prevent capital
acquisition by others. A better, "Just Third Way" solution
would be to remove systemic barriers in the form of
flawed tax, monetary, financial and legal systems that
inhibit or prevent capital acquisition by the non-rich. At a
time when most people are focused on the results of seriously flawed tax, monetary and fiscal policy, and seek
government assistance to stave off the effects of generations of bad decisions, this short book by Michael D.
Greaney, Director of Research for the Center for Economic and Social Justice (CESJ), suggests a better alternative: focus on the causes of the growing wealth gap and
other problems. We need to take a hard look at our institutions, especially taxation, money and credit, and determine how these hinder access to the means of acquiring
and possessing property in capital today, and what needs
to be changed so they can help us rather than hinder us
tomorrow. Mr. Greaney is also the author of IN DEFENSE
OF HUMAN DIGNITY (2008) and SUPPORTING LIFE:
THE CASE FOR A PRO-LIFE ECONOMIC AGENDA
(2010).
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The Shield of Truth
Bl. Adrian Fortescue, Layman, 1539

Richard Le Fort, for having saved the Conqueror's life at
the Battle of Hastings by the shelter of his strong shield,
"Fort Escu" is regarded as the founder of the Fortescue
house, whose motto is "Forte scutum salus Ducum" "A
strong shield the safety of leaders." Adrian, born about
1476, in 1499 married Anne Stonor, heiress of Stonor
Park. He served in the French campaign of 1513 with
Henry VIII, then a youth, when the French were routed at
the Battle of the Spurs, and became attached to Henry s
Court. He served again in France in 1523, and in 1533
assisted at the Coronation of Anne Boleyn, his first
cousin, for the Pope had not yet declared Catherine s
marriage valid. But the oath of Supremacy in 1535
opened his eyes to Henry s pretensions. Though a soldier
and a courtier, he had always been true to his faith. In
1533 he had been admitted a Knight of St. John of Jerusalem, and in 1534 became a Dominican Tertiary. He unhesitatingly refused the oath, was arrested, attaindered,
and beheaded on Tower Hill, July 8, 1539, and the
Knights of his Order have always revered him as a martyr, and his picture is in the Church of St. John, Valetta,
with the martyr's palm.
His truth shall compass thee as a shield: thou shalt not
fear the terror of the night. Ps XC 5

Page 8

Jul-Aug 2017

Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati: A Man of the Beatitudes
Dr. Kevin Vost

Saint John Paul II would call Blessed Pier Giorgio
Frassati “a man of the beatitudes,” and one of the
Beatitudes that blossomed early in Pier Giorgio’s life
was poverty of spirit. Although he was born into a life
of wealth, as a son of a diplomat, he never cherished material things, and his heart and his hands
went out to those who were truly in need. His sister
reports that when he was a very young child, a poor
woman came to the door of their house carrying a
child without shoes. Young Pier Giorgio quickly took
off his own socks and shoes, gave them to the poor
child, and slammed the door shut so no one in the
house would stop him! Luciana would report that by
the age of eleven, her brother had become increasingly aware of the prevalence of poverty and began
to do what he could to alleviate it by collecting things
such as silver paper, tram tickets, and stamps for
missionaries and giving away whatever small gifts of
money family members would give him.
Pier Giorgio would not cease to perform those little
acts of selfless kindness for the poor for the remainder of his life, but as he reached his late teens and
early twenties, he also did what he could as a doer
on a broad scale, joining and actively participating in
religious and political organizations, not the least of
which would be the Third Order Dominicans!
He became involved in the Italian Catholic Youth
Society and in the Federation of Catholic University
Students (FUCI). The first group consisted of mostly
peasants and workers, and the second consisted
mostly of the children of the wealthy. Pier Giorgio,
the son of a rich father, with a heart that belonged to
the poor, strove without success to fuse these two
groups and unite them in a common cause. In a time
and a nation fraught with conflicts between social

classes, and between Church and state, Pier Giorgio
had taken to heart Pope Leo XIII’s call for
“revolutionary change” in his 1891 encyclical Rerum
Novarum, which championed the rights of workers to
negotiate for dignified working conditions and living
wages, while balancing them with the rights and the
duties of property owners. Pier Giorgio particularly
championed agrarian reform in restoring land to
those who farmed it, believing it unjust for a relatively few landholders, including his own father, to own
such vast expanses of lands that provided such
meager sustenance to those who with their own
hands had produced the produce.
In 1917 Pier Giorgio marched in Rome with fifty
thousand youths in the fiftieth-anniversary celebration of the founding of Catholic Youth. A group of
Italian royal guards including mounted cavalry
charged the group and attempted to disperse them
and to confiscate the flags they were carrying. The
group with Pier Giorgio resisted bravely, grabbing
and relentlessly holding the flag that a guard had
wrenched from the standard-bearer. When a companion was threatened with a bayonet to give up his
flag, Pier Giorgio ran to the officer of the guards and
at the top of his lungs shouted the name of his father. Upon hearing the name of the ambassador, the
officer rebuked the soldier and politely asked Pier
Giorgio to leave. Pier Giorgio refused, though, and
would not leave the company of his friends who had
been assaulted. Luciana reported that he took up
the Catholic Youth banner in one hand and his rosary in the other and invited the group to pray, “for
us and for those who have hit us.”
The year 1922 was monumental for Pier Giorgio,
and for all the people of Italy, with a blessed event
on May 22 and a diabolical one on October 28. The
first would set Pier Giorgio’s heart on fire, and the
second would, in his own words, make his blood
boil.
On May 22, 1922, Pier Giorgio would add the initials
T .O .S .D . to his name and change it to Fra Gerolamo. T.O.S.D. stands for Third Order of Saint
Dominic, and Fra Gerolamo was the name he chose
for himself within the order, the first name of the controversial Dominican martyr Savonarola (1452–
1498). He described himself as a fervent admirer of
(Continued on next page)
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that friar, who had fought boldly against spiritual and
political corruption and ended up burned at the
stake. Pier Giorgio’s choice of lay orders and of his
spiritual namesake revealed that by age twenty-one
he was ready to preach Christ’s good news and to
give his very life to do so, if need be.
On October 28, 1922, Pier Giorgio would no longer
be the son of the ambassador, for that is the day
when Benito Mussolini and his Fascist Party came to
power and the day that Alfredo Frassati, his father,
resigned his ambassadorship to Germany. Pier Giorgio would write a few weeks later that his “blood
boiled” when he glanced at Mussolini’s speech. He
saw the violence and oppression that the Fascists
brought with them. Indeed, he once fought off with
his own hands a small group of young Fascists who
had broken into his father’s home. He foresaw, but
did not live to see, the extent of the brutality a few
years later when the prime minister became the dictator. As a member of Italy’s Popular Party, a party
of many Catholics, Pier Giorgio spoke out, and for a
time resigned, when some of their leaders collaborated with Mussolini’s Fascists.
Pier Giorgio was always a man of heroic virtue and
uncompromising principles. He saw the need to
strive to promote social change, but unlike some
great political reformers espousing social justice who
would make the entire world into a utopia while treating those around them with little compassion and
respect, Pier Giorgio knew that true charity begins at
home and with each and every individual we meet,
each person being truly our brother or sister in
Christ. It is for this attitude, bathed in each and every
beatitude, that Pier Giorgio is known best, so let’s
take a look at how this most blessed young man
lived out the life of his favorite scriptural passage,
one that he copied out by hand, read, and lived,
Saint Paul’s hymn to love (1 Cor . 13).
It is in his role as a lover that this young hound of the
Lord barks out his preaching in words and in deeds
that we’d all do well to hear — and we’d also do well
to add our own voices to his chorus of barking,
whether or not we’re afraid to bark off key! Pier Giorgio studied so hard, was frustrated in so many desires, and died at such a young age. Read his letters, and you will relive his struggle to complete his
engineering degree, only to die so close to the end.
You will read of his wistful love for a young orphaned

woman named Laura Hidalgo, a love that he could
not proclaim to her or pursue because his parents
did not deem her kind worthy of their son, and he
feared such an espousal would quickly push his parents’ rocky marriage over the cliff of divorce. You will
read of the devastation he felt when his sister Luciana got married and left the country, leaving him
alone in the house where his beloved mother and
father treated each other with less and less love.
Nonetheless, despite all the hardships Pier Giorgio
endured, you will see that as an aunt once said of
him, “He is always happy with everything.” Saint
Thomas Aquinas wrote that joy is one of the “effects”
of the virtue of charity, because it makes us happy
when we are enjoined with what we love. Pier Giorgio showed that a life of thinking, doing, and loving
for Christ, and especially one lived in the Dominican
spirit, can be, in spite of all the heavy crosses, a
yoke that is light and most joyful.
We see this joy too in the pleasure Pier Giorgio took
in using the physical body that God gave him. Dominicans are champions of Christ’s Incarnation.
Christ took on human flesh, and human flesh is not
evil. Saint Dominic’s earliest preaching was against
the Albigensian heresy that proclaimed that the flesh
was evil and only the spirit good. Pier Giorgio never
hesitated to put his healthy young body to the test in
helping others. Even as the ambassador’s son, he
would often appear at events somewhat sweaty
since he preferred to ride his bike to events and
save the tram fare to share with the poor.
When his cherished bike was stolen one day, he
merely said that he supposed someone needed it
more than he did.
Few things gave Pier Giorgio more joy than the
climbing of mountains. He thrived on the physical
exertion, and the activity provided him fellowship
with the beloved friends who climbed with him. He
also derived spiritual benefits from the beautiful
views of God’s creation that the peaks provided, and
some of their mountain trips included trips to Mass in
chapels in the hills.
Saint Thomas Aquinas wrote that the love of charity
is a kind of friendship, and Pier Giorgio Frassati always deeply loved his friends. His sister reports that
(Continued on next page)
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one teacher gave him the nickname bifronte (two
faces) because he so often turned back to the students behind him, sharing a smile and a laugh. In
1924, the year before his death, he formed a tightly
knit group of friends who called themselves the Tipi
Lochsi, which has been translated as the “Sinister
Ones,” “Shady Characters,” and even “Swindlers
and Swindlerettes.” They assigned each other humorous names, Pier Giorgio himself becoming
“Robespierre,” the heartless leader of the French
Reign of Terror, who could hardly have been more
his opposite. Many of these amusing letters are still
extant, often ending with tongue-in-cheek cannon
salutes and even with the words “Boom! Boom!
Boom!”
Pier Giorgio was, then, a wonderful example of a
perfectly normal and healthy young man who loved
the simple joys of life with no thought of rebelling
against the generous God who provides them. He is
widely recognized as a tremendous model for youth
in our time, and indeed, this is why Pier Giorgio’s
body was transported all the way to Sydney, Australia, in 2008, so that on World Youth Day, gathered
around his remains, youth from all over the world
could be inspired by his story to strive to love as he
did.
Pier Giorgio followed Christ’s Great Commandments
to love God with all his heart and to love his neighbor and self through that love of God. His love of
Christ was evident from early childhood when he
saw a woman with flowers headed for a chapel and
gave her a rose that he insisted she give to Jesus.
His devotion to Christ in the Eucharist grew when he
attended the Jesuit school and received permission
to receive daily Communion Indeed, his mother
worried about such piety and even asked a parish
priest to ask him to tone down his devotions! His devotion to Christ lasted throughout his life. At the time
of his death, a book on the life of Saint Catherine of
Siena sat on his nightstand. He felt a special devotion to her because she spoke to Christ while she
lived on earth.
This mystical love of Christ never failed to overflow
into loving actions for the least of those Pier Giorgio
came across. As a child he visited a school with his
grandfather and shared soup from the same bowl
with an isolated young boy with a disfiguring skin
condition. As a young student, he noticed that a jani-

tor seemed particularly forlorn one day. He asked
him why and learned that the janitor’s teenage son
had recently died. Nearly a year later, he saw the
janitor again, remembered the date of the boy’s
death, and told him he would pray for him that day.
Many people remarked how he was always loved by
the porters. He was no respecter of titles alone, but
treated every person with dignity.
Pier was blessed with above average height, remarkable good looks, an athletic build, and of
course, he came from a respected, wealthy, aristocratic family. He could have “hobnobbed” with
whomever he preferred, but, as his sister Luciana
noted, he always seemed to gravitate toward the
least attractive, most discouraged member of any
group. He would say he could see a “special light
around the poor,” a light imperceptible to most, and
a light that drew him forth to the poor at night.
Whether in Italy or in Germany, through organizations including the Saint Vincent de Paul Society,
Pier Giorgio would venture out into the slums, befriending the sick, the poor, and the friendless, catering to their physical and spiritual needs.
Pier Giorgio did not hide his light under a bushel
basket, yet ironically, most of his family would not
perceive the radiance of that light and the warmth it
provided for so many people until after his death.
Oblivious to his son’s desires, talents, and years of
study in the field of engineering, in June 1925, only a
month before Pier Giorgio’s unexpected death, Alfredo arranged a job for him at his newspaper and,
while he was gone, had an employee break the
news to him and show him the office that had already been set up for him. In that same month, Pier
Giorgio climbed his last mountain.
In the last days of June 1925, Pier Giorgio’s beloved
grandmother Linda lay on her deathbed until her
soul left her body on the first of July. Pier Giorgio,
just down the hall, was lying in bed as well, but everyone assumed it was just a passing illness. He
drew no attention to himself, and hobbled as best he
could to visit his grandmother’s bedside. People had
noticed that his clothing began to dangle from the
once robust physique, but they had no idea that his
illness would soon become terminal. Indeed, in his
last days, his mother would chide him for being unable to help the family with her mother’s funeral.
(Continued on next page)
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It was not until the day before his death that the family would realize Pier Giorgio had become paralyzed
from the waist down. Once the gravity of his condition was known, his family immediately sought medical attention. The doctor determined that Pier Giorgio had contracted a rare and devastating strain of
poliomyelitis. A vaccine existed that could counter
the disease, although possibly not at this late stage.
Further, there was none available in all of Italy. The
nearest available dose was in Paris, France. When
the nearness of his death was evident, Pier Gior-gio
wrote a note to be delivered to Giuseppe Grimaldi, a
friend from the Saint Vincent de Paul Society:

Even on his deathbed, Pier Giorgio’s thoughts went
out to others in need. The doctors concluded that his
polio had probably been contracted through his interactions with the sick and the poor, but Pier Giorgio would not have had it any other way. Christ
showed us and Saint John told us, “Greater love has
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends (John 15:13). Pier Giorgio knew this, and he
did this. Can his example inspire us, even in the
smallest of daily deeds, at no risk to our health or
possessions, to give unto others a little of that love
that Christ and Pier Giorgio sacrificed so much to
give?

The injections are for Converso and the pawn ticket
belongs to Sappa; I had forgotten it. Please renew it
on my account.

This article originally appeared at Catholic Exchange
(Link). It is from a chapter in Dr. Vost’s Hounds of
the Lord: Great Dominican Saints Every Catholic
Should Know, which will soon be available at the
Province’s store. (Link)

Beyond the Call of Duty
John Horvat II
Americans love heroes. Something about
them grips the American soul. Perhaps the
attraction lies precisely
in going against the
zeitgeist of this hedonistic age. Heroes are
outside the box.
They do not fare well in
a culture where real
living has been reduced to pre-packaged
experiences and media-generated events. They get
lost in consumer mazes where they are constantly
told to enjoy life. Heroes do not sign multi-million
dollar sports or advertising contracts.
Heroes rise above mass-markets and mass media
and quench the thirst of postmodern man by speaking of honor, courage and sacrifice.
Above all, heroes, especially those in combat, rise
above complacency, self-interest and comfort. They
Truth Be Told 53

completely mobilize all their resources, with the
highest degree of dedication for a determined ideal.
And that is why they are held in awe.
While American heroes somehow still sprout from
the sterile soil of a hostile culture, it is not often that
one finds a Catholic hero. That is why the recentlypublished book The Grunt Padre is a pleasant surprise. It is the thrilling narrative of American Catholic
heroism without Hollywood embellishment or sentimentality.
The story could not be more American. Vincent
Capodanno grew up in the thirties and forties in a
large Italian-American family on Staten Island. His
was a typical education of an ordinary American of
his time. He responded to the call of his vocation
and joined the Maryknoll missionary order. Upon
ordination in 1958, he served in Taiwan and later
Hong Kong.
His life might well have ended in the quiet dedication
required of missionary life in faraway lands. However, in the mid-60's, the direction of his life abruptly
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The soldiers responded to his devotion and soon he
became affectionately known to his Marines as "the
Grunt Padre."
Thus began an active life of dedication and service
that went beyond the call of duty. He became a true
father to young boys on the front lines. He was "out
there" with his men where he lived, ate, and slept as
they did. To the young recruits thrust into the terrifying reality of battle, he was always available in his
tent where anyone could drop in for comfort and
guidance.
He shared his salary, rations and cigarettes with anyone in need. He could always be counted upon for
a cold soda or a book from his reading library. When
Christmas came around and soldiers felt forgotten,
Father Vincent saw to it that no Marine was without
gifts which he obtained through a relentless campaign from friends and organizations all over the
world.
changed when he volunteered to serve as a Naval/
Marine Corps chaplain in Vietnam. While studying
history at Mount Saint Mary's Seminary in the nineties, author Fr. Daniel Mode unexpectedly uncovered the deeds of the remarkable Fr. Vincent R.
Capodanno
In his new assignment as a Navy/Marine Chaplain,
Father Capodanno found a parish among the
"needy." He sought the lonely Marines, the "grunts"
who were exposed to death, suffering and sacrifice.
He felt a compelling desire to be with these forgotten
parishioners in their greatest hours of need.
On April 30, 1966 Father Capodanno began a sixteen-month tour with the 7th and 5th Marine Regiments where he became "the best known and
sought after chaplain in the Marine Corps.”
"What set Father Vincent apart was the way he lived
his ministry with the Marines," writes Father Mode.
"He was not a religious leader who did his job and
then returned to the comfort of his own circle. He
lived as a grunt Marine. Wherever they went, he
went. Whatever burdens they had to carry, he
shared the load. No problem was too large or too
small to take to Father Vincent - he was available to
them day and night."

More importantly, he heard confessions for hours on
end, instructed converts, and administered the sacraments. His granting of General Absolution before
battle unburdened the consciences of the Marines
and instilled in them the courage to fight. His mere
presence in a unit was enough to lift the morale of all
on patrol.
When men died, he was at their side so they would
not die alone. He gave them Last Rites encouraging
them to repent and persevere. In addition, he wrote
countless letters of personal condolence to parents
of wounded and dead Marines and offered solid
grounding and hope to fellow Marines who lost
friends.
When the pseudo-peace movement began to oppose the war, Fr. Vincent raised the spirits of demoralized soldiers in the field. He encouraged his men
to oppose that same brutal communist system,
which still oppresses Vietnam today.
However, it was in battle where Father Capodanno
excelled and inspired. He would find out from friends
in military intelligence which unit was most likely to
encounter the heaviest contact and volunteer for
those assignments.
(Continued on next page)
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Like a ray of hope in the midst of the storm, he went
up and down the line caring for the wounded and
anointing the dying.
During the fierce fighting, the chaplain spotted a
wounded corpsman hit by a burst of automatic fire
and unable to move. Fr. Capodanno ran to his aid
and began to care for his wounds. A Viet Cong machine gunner opened fire. With 27 bullet wounds in
his spine, neck, and head, the Grunt Padre fell in
battle, serving his men to the end.
All over Vietnam, the Marines mourned their Padre.
Despite the pacifist objections of 73 Maryknoll
priests, brothers and seminarians, the Navy commissioned a destroyer escort in 1973: the U.S.S. Capodanno. Numerous other memorials and statues have
gone up in his memory.
The book, The Grunt Padre has served to inspire
many Catholics who hunger for stories of Catholic
heroism. His memory pierces through the cynical
protests of the sixties and seventies that together
with defeatist politicians consigned Vietnam to its
present fate.
Marines would find him walking dangerous perimeters and keeping company with them in distant jungle outposts. The Grunt Padre could be seen leaping out of a helicopter in the midst of battle. He
would care for the wounded, bless troops, and give
Communion to Catholics, before taking off for another battle zone.
When his tour of duty came to an end, he obtained
an extension. Despite the prosaic conditions of battle and an ecumenical chaplain corps, nothing could
turn him away from his burning desire to give everything in the service of God, the Church and his men.
On September 4, 1967, the helicopter carrying him
to the site of battle crashed during a large-scale offensive named Operation Swift. The 5th Marines
found themselves in dire straights, outnumbered 5-to
-1 by 2,500 North Vietnamese regular troops.

Above all, the story of Father Capodanno is a striking reminder that the time of the Catholic hero is not
over. When imbued with total dedication, each and
every Catholic can have an enormous value in the
life of the Church. Modest though they may be, men
like Father Capodanno can obtain the fire, integrity,
dedication and conviction whereby they want their
ideal, want it entirely, seek nothing else but their ideal and do everything to obtain it. Men like these
move history. They strike that deep chord that awakens admiration and awe.
Those are the souls that have always characterized
the Church. They reserve nothing for themselves,
and give everything to God.
On May 21, 2006 Fr. Capodanno was declared
Servant of God and his cause for canonization is
currently under way.

Although wounded three times in the course of the
battle, Fr. Capodanno refused to be medi-vacked.
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From the Chapters
Corpus Christi, Menlo Park

On June 11, 2017, we attended Trinity Sunday Mass
and afterwards, a barbecue party at St. Raymond’s
parish in Menlo Park to bid farewell to the pastor, Fr.
Christopher Fadok OP as he takes on his new position as Vicar Provincial of the Western Province on
July 1st. On June 18, 2017, we celebrated our patronal feast day of Corpus Christi. Fr Justin Gable
OP was the main celebrant and preacher. We continued the feast day celebration with our annual tradition of a chapter luncheon. This year we enjoyed a
family style Italian meal at Buca di Beppo in Palo
Alto.
Charo Aguirre

With Sister Mary Isabel, OP

Our chapter joined the nuns in celebrating two solemn professions at the monastery: On May 13,
2017, Sister Mary Isabel of the Angels OP made
her perpetual vows and on May 27, 2017, Sister
Marie Dominic of the Incarnate Word,OP made
her first vows. Fr Mark Padrez OP celebrated the
Mass on both occasions.
On June 2 - 4, 2017, Fr Anselm Ramelow OP led
us on our annual retreat at St. Albert’s Priory with
the topic “Anger, Forgiveness and Prayer”. The
weekend gave us an opportunity for silence, reflection and prayer. We were saddened to hear that our
beloved prayer member, Patricia Ghilarducci
passed away at the age of 79 after a long illness.
Patty had served our chapter as Secretary and
Treasurer.

L-R: Candace Suh-Lee, Lorna Salgado-Achondoa, Ellen Spencer,
Fr. Anselm Ramelow, OP, Gloria Serpa and Charo Aguirre

Holy Rosary, Portland
On June 25, we celebrated the Reception of three
new members, first temporary profession of four
members and renewal of temporary profession of 2
members at the 9:00 a.m. Mass with a reception following in Aquinas Hall.
Christine Garcin, Sheila Meyer and Jessica
Yoder were received.
Loriyuki Masamitsu, Mark Olson, Garth Rose and
Linda Watson made first temporary profession for 3
years.

With Sister Marie Dominic, OP
(Continued on next page)
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St Albert the Great, Oakland

Jim and Molly Woolf renewed temporary profession
for 2 years.

Congratulations!
Due to the size of our chapter now we are moving
to a larger space in Aquinas Hall for our meetings
instead of the classroom in Siena Hall.
We are continuing with study of the Cardinal Virtues
for ongoing education along with a brief reading from
the Particular Directory and a Dominican Saint each
month.

On May 20th 2017 three new members were received into our Chapter (from left to right) Emily
Onglatto, Maria Theresa (Tess) Estrin and Joseph
Pulzoni at a service conducted at St Albert Priory
Chapel.

Mary Halvorson is preparing to attend the LPC
meeting in August as our chapter representative.
Lori Masamitsu, Linda Watson and Garth Rose all
plan to attend as observers.
We have 2-3 Inquirers who are interested in joining
our next session of classes which begin in August.
Prayer and intention book: Please pray for Helen
Barnes, Joyce Timberman, Eadie Roland, Julijeanne Malloy and Suzie King's mother, Leonie
Everrett. Cecelia Hoesly's brother, William Hoesly
is doing so well that he's requested prayers for 2 of
his friends, Willard Bird and Richard Creighton who
both have serious illnesses. He attributes the prayers of the chapter to his remarkable recovery and
hopes for the same for his friends.
Ms. Roberta Powell, O.P

Katherin Anne Osenga (kneeling) also made a renewal of her temporary promises
Susan Dunn

(Continued on next page)
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St Monica Chapter, Benicia

loving joy, she was no stranger to suffering. For
many years she endured the consequences of curvature of the spine. Her Dominican prayer life and
her devotion to her patron in the Order, St. Agnes of
Montepulciano, helped Diane unite her sufferings to
Christ and experience the joy of Christian life.
Preaching

In Memory of Mrs Diane Thomas, OP
On March 13, 2017, a beloved member of our St.
Monica Chapter passed away peacefully while taking a nap in her garden. We had all seen her the
day before at our Chapter meeting looking lovely
and full of smiles, as usual. Diane was born and
raised in San Francisco. She and her husband Jim
moved to Vallejo in 1981 and to Benicia in 1988
where they raised their son Patrick and became
members of St. Dominic’s Parish. Diane worked as
a medical assistant and then as an office manager in
a medical office for many years. Whether at work, in
her community or at St. Dominic’s, wherever Diane
was, she forged strong and lasting friendships. Diane was received into the St. Monica Chapter of the
Lay Dominicans on October 10, 2009 and made her
Life Profession at St. Albert Priory on August 17,
2013 at our annual Chapter Retreat. Diane was
known for her hospitality, and she always contributed exquisite dishes to our Chapter celebrations and
to the luncheon receptions which our Chapter gives
at St. Dominic’s Parish Hall after the burial of one of
our friars at St. Dominic’s Cemetery. Diane’s funeral
Mass was held at St. Dominic’s Church on Monday,
March 20th and was preached by our pastor Fr Jerome Cudden OP who showed us how beautifully
the four pillars of the Dominican Life were lived out
in Diane’s life.
Diane was so delighted when her
nephew, John Thomas, entered the Novitiate of the
Province of St. Joseph last year, taking the name Br
Columba OP. Although Diane always projected a
Truth Be Told 53

The Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New
Evangelization has encouraged the practice of “24
Hours for the Lord” to help God’s people focus on
His mercy and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The
deanery of which St. Dominic’s in Benicia is a part
sponsored “24 Hours for the Lord” from noon March
10th to noon March 11th at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church in Fairfield. St. Dominic’s in Benicia was responsible for three of the hours, and Fr. Jerome,
O.P. asked our Lay Dominicans to be responsible
for preaching and meditation on Prayer, Fasting and
Almsgiving. John Lydon, Terry Segelke and Mark
Lazzaro respectively spoke on these topics for
about fifteen minutes each. It was a new experience
of the Pillar of Preaching for each of them.
Prayer and Service
In March the Chapter led Stations of the Cross that
included quotations from St. Catherine of Siena and
St. Thomas Aquinas. The Chapter followed that with
a Soup Supper. The soup, as usual, had questionable penitential value because our former Prior Stephen Naratil always prepares a soup which typically
is the talk of the parish for months to come.
Mr John Lydon, OP
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Additional Resources
Pope Francis










Available now, New Dominican Calendar
for 2018 Includes Dominican Saints,
Blesseds and Master Generals and much
more. Look for it on
www.StDominicsStore.com

Encyclical Lumen Fidei (Link)
Encyclical Laudato Si’ (Link)
Exhortation Amoris Lætitia (Link)
The Holy See (Link)
Vatican Radio (Link)
Vatican Information Service (Link)
L’Osservatore Romano (Link)
Fides News Agency (Link)
CDF on Communion for Divorced-Remarried (Link)

Western Province
 Preaching Blog (Link)
 Student Blog (Link)
 Novice Blog (Link)
 Dominican Laity (Link)


The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

- Dominican Supplies


St Dominic’s Store (Link)

What’s New at St Dominic’s
Shield Pins are back by popular
demand and plentiful!
Life of St Dominic biography
by Augusta Drane is back in
print after more than 100 years
permeated with miracles.
The classic book on St Catherine of Siena’s Life with recorded stories from Lapa and
many of Catherine's friends.
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So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of
Wisdom in souls.
The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,
Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,
Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,
Let those who have drifted
Hear your call,
And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

“Frequently he made a special personal petition that God would deign to grant him a genuine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining
the salvation of men. For he believed that only
then would he be truly a member of Christ,
when he had given himself totally for the salvation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Savior of all, had offered himself completely for
our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy
period of careful and provident planning, he
founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”
Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

Pope John Paul II

Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com
1605 N Eagle Creek Way
Eagle, ID 83616


Please notify by email if you would like to
be added to the regular emailing list.

There is no subscription fee.
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web
(http://oplaitywest.org/newsletters). Deadline for contributions is one week before the end of the month (but
preferably by the 15th of the prior month).
Editor – Mark Gross

Let us, then, not light the lamp by
contemplation and action, only to put
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean,
which is the enlightening word of
knowledge - lest we be condemned
for restricting by the letter the incomprehensible power of wisdom. Rather
let us place it upon the lampstand of
holy Church, on the heights of true
contemplation, where it may kindle
for all men the light of divine teaching.
-St. Maximus the Confessor
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Submissions to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in particular presentations made at chapter meetings. We cannot guarantee that all will be published,
and we reserve the right to edit submissions. The purpose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for proclaiming the Good
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St.
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
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