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Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus

World Day of Peace
Homily of Benedict XVI
“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena
On the first day of the New Year we have the joy
and the grace of celebrating the Most Holy Mother
of God and, at the same time, the World Day of
Peace. In both these events we are celebrating
Christ, Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary and
our true peace! To all of you who are gathered
here: representatives of the world's peoples, of the
Roman and universal Church, priests and faithful;
and to all who are connected via radio and television, I repeat the words of the ancient Blessing:
"The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and
give you peace" (Nm 6: 26). Today I wish to develop precisely the theme of the Face and of
faces, in the light of the word of God the Face of
God and human faces a theme that also gives us
a key to the interpretation of the problem of peace
in the world.

The Virgin Appearing to St Hyacinth 1594, Lodovico Carracci

We heard in both the First Reading from the Book
of Numbers and in the Responsorial Psalm, several expressions with reference to God that contain the metaphor of the face: "The Lord make his
face to shine upon you, / and be gracious to
you" (Nm 6: 25). "May God be gracious to us and
bless us /and make his face to shine upon us /
that your way may be known upon earth, / your
saving power among all nations" (Ps 67[66]: 1-3).
The face is the expression of the person par excellence. It is what makes him or her recognizable
and from it transpire sentiments, thoughts and
heartfelt intentions. God by his nature is invisible,
yet the Bible applies this image to him too. Showing his face is an expression of his benevolence,
whereas hiding it indicates his anger and indignation. The Book of Exodus says that "The Lord
used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man
speaks to his friend" (Ex 33: 11), and again it was
to Moses that the Lord promised his closeness
with a very unusual formula: "my presence [face]
will go with you, and I will give you rest" (Ex 33:
Continued on page 2)
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14). The Psalms show believers to us as those who seek
God's Face (cf. Ps 27[26]: 8); 105[104]: 4), and who, in
worship, long to see him (Ps 42[41]: 3) and tell us that
"the upright" shall "behold his face" (Ps 11[10]: 7).
One may interpret the whole biblical narrative as the gradual revelation of the Face of God, until it reaches his full
manifestation in Jesus Christ. "When the time had fully
come", the Apostle Paul has reminded us today too, "God
sent forth his Son", (Gal 4: 4), immediately adding, "born
of woman, born under the law". God's Face took on a human face, letting itself be seen and recognized in the Son
of the Virgin Mary, who for this reason we venerate with
the loftiest title of "Mother of God". She, who had preserved in her heart the secret of the divine motherhood,
was the first to see the face of God made man in the
small fruit of her womb. The Mother had a very special,
unique and, in a certain way, exclusive relationship with
the newborn Son. The first face a child sees is that of his
mother and this gaze is crucial for his relationship with
life, with himself, with others and with God; it is also crucial if he is to become a "son of peace" (Lk 10: 6). Among
the many typologies of icons of the Virgin Mary in the
Byzantine tradition is the one called "of tenderness" that
portrays the Child Jesus with his face resting, cheek to
cheek, against his Mother's. The Child gazes at the
Mother and she is looking at us, almost as if to mirror for
those who are observing and praying the tenderness of
God who came down to her from Heaven and was incarnate in the Son of man, whom she holds in her arms. We
can contemplate in this Marian image something of God
himself: a sign of the ineffable love that impelled him "to
give his Only Son" (cf. Jn 3: 16). But that same icon also
shows us, in Mary, the face of the Church which reflects
Christ's light upon us and upon the whole world, the
Church through which the Good News reaches every person: "You are no longer a slave but a son" (Gal 4: 7), as
once again we read in St Paul.
Brothers in the Episcopate and in the Priesthood, Mr Ambassadors, dear friends, meditating on the mystery of the
Face of God and on the human face is a privileged path
that leads to peace. It starts, in fact, with a respectful look
that recognizes a person in the face of the other, whatever the colour of his skin, whatever his nationality, language or religion. But who, other than God, can guarantee, so to speak, the "depth" of the human face? In fact,
only if we have God in our hearts are we able to perceive
in the face of the other a brother in humanity, not a means
but an end, not a rival or enemy but another self, another
facet of the infinite mystery of the human being. Our perception of the world and, in particular, of our fellows, depends essentially on the presence within us of God's
Spirit. It is a sort of "resonance": those whose hearts are
empty only perceive flat images lacking in depth. On the
other hand, the more we are inhabited by God the more
we are sensitive to his presence in our surroundings: in all

creatures and especially in other human beings, although
the human face, in turn marked by the trials of life and by
evil, may be difficult to appreciate and accept as an
epiphany of God. With all the more reason then, to recognize and respect each other as we really are, in other
words as brothers and sisters, we need to refer to the
Face of a common Father who loves us all despite our
limitations and failings.
It is important to be taught respect for others, even when
they are different from us, from an early age. Increasingly
today classes in schools consist of children of various
nationalities but even when this is not the case their faces
are a prophecy of the humanity we are called to form: a
family of families and peoples. The smaller these children
are, the more they awaken in us tenderness and joy at an
innocence and brotherhood that seem obvious to us despite their differences, they cry and laugh in the same
way, they have the same needs, they communicate spontaneously, they play together.... Children's faces are like a
reflection of God's gaze on the world. So why extinguish
their smiles? Why poison their hearts? Unfortunately the
icon of the Mother of the God of Tenderness finds its
tragic opposite in the sorrowful images of so many children and their mothers at the mercy of war and violence,
refugees, asylum seekers and forced migrants. Faces
hollowed by hunger and disease, faces disfigured by suffering and desperation and the faces of little innocents are
a silent appeal to our responsibility: before their helpless
(Continued on next page)
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plight, all the false justifications of war and violence fall
away. We must simply convert to projects of peace, lay
down every kind of weapon and strive all together to build
a world that is worthier of the human being.
My Message for today's 43rd World Day of Peace, "If You
Want to Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation", fits within the
perspective of God's Face and of human faces. Indeed,
we can say that the human being is capable of respecting
creatures insofar as he bears in his mind a full sense of
life, otherwise he will be inclined to despise himself and
all that surrounds him, to have no respect for the environment in which he lives and no respect for Creation. Those
who can recognize in the cosmos the reflections of the
Creator's invisible face, tend to have greater love for creatures and greater sensitivity to their symbolic value. The
Book of Psalms is especially rich in testimonies of this
truly human way of relating to nature: to the sky, the sea,
mountains, hills, rivers, animals.... "O Lord, how manifold
are your works!", the Psalmist explains: "In wisdom have
you made them all; / the earth is full of your creatures" (Ps
104[103]: 24).
The perspective of the "face" in particular invites us to
reflect on what, also in this Message, I have called
"human ecology". In fact there is a very close connection
between respect for the human being and the safeguard
of creation. "Our duties towards the environment flow
from our duties towards the person, considered both individually and in relation to others" (n. 12). If the person
becomes degenerate the environment in which he lives
deteriorates; if culture is inclined to nihilism if not theoretical practical nature cannot but pay the consequences. In
fact, it is possible to note a reciprocal influence between
the human face and the "face" of the environment: "when
"human ecology' is respected within society, environ-

mental ecology also benefits" (Encyclical Caritas in Veritate, n. 51). I therefore renew my appeal to invest in education, proposing as an objective, in addition to the necessary transmission of technical and scientific notions, a
broader and deeper "ecological responsibility", based on
respect for human beings and their fundamental rights
and duties. Only in this way can the commitment to the
environment truly become an education in peace and in
building peace.
Dear brothers and sisters, a Psalm recurs in the Christmas Season that contains, amongst other things, a wonderful example of how God's coming will transfigure the
creation and give rise to a sort of cosmic celebration. This
hymn begins with an invitation to all peoples to praise:
"Sing to the Lord a new song; / sing to the Lord, all the
earth! / Sing to the Lord, bless his Name" (Ps 96[95]: 1).
Yet at a certain point this appeal for exultation is extended
to the whole of creation: "Let the Heavens be glad, and let
the earth rejoice; / let the sea roar, and all that fills it; / let
the field exalt, and everything in it! / Then shall all the
trees of the wood sing for joy" (vv. 11-12). The celebration
of faith becomes a celebration of the human being and of
creation: that celebration which is also expressed at
Christmas in decorations on trees, in streets and in
houses. Everything flourishes anew because God has
appeared in our midst. The Virgin Mother shows the Infant Jesus to the shepherds of Bethlehem, who rejoice
and praise the Lord (cf. Lk 2: 20). The Church renews the
mystery for people of every generation, she shows them
God's Face so that, with his Blessing, they may walk on
the path of peace.
Solemnity Of Mary, Mother Of God
43rd World Day Of Peace
Homily Of His Holiness Benedict XVI
Vatican Basilica

Praised be Jesus!
Greetings Brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic,
Jesus said: “Go to your inner room, close the door and
pray to your Father in secret” (Matthew 6:6-7). Summer
is a time when many of us are thinking of going on vacation, to the beach, or barbeques, not into our closets to
pray. Yet this is precisely what Jesus is asking us to do,
and the gift that’s waiting for us there is Union with God.
Union with God is the goal of our spiritual life. This union
will, in turn, enrich and perfect our “active” life thereby
making it more effective and enabling it to bear more fruit.
Contemplative prayer and meditation is essential in the
life of a Dominican. Our “active” life is really a sharing of
the fruits of our meditating and contemplative life. The
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“active” life or “outward” life flows from the fullness of the
“prayer” life, or “inward” life. You can be sure that without
union with God, your active life will not grow and flourish
to the fullness of the capability God intended. St. Catherine of Siena reminds us; “If you are what you should be,
you will set the whole world on fire”. Meditation and contemplation help us to accomplish this goal.
First, meditation uses the mind and imagination to open
our heart to Jesus. For example, you’re pondering scripture and use your imagination to put yourself in the scene.
You think about it, analyze it, reflect on it, and use your
emotions to get fully involved. Let’s say you’re meditating
on John 11:1 where Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.
You might imagine that you’re one of the crowd watching
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the dramatic event. Think about what it would be like to
be there and see Jesus perform that miracle. You would
be amazed and awed and filled with wonder and joy.
Your thoughts, imagination and emotions would be fully
engaged. That experience of mediation will draw your
heart closer to Jesus. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church explains meditation this way: “Meditation engages thought, imagination, emotion and desire. This
mobilization of faculties is necessary in order to deepen
our convictions of faith, prompt the conversion of our
heart, and strengthen our will to follow Christ. Christian
prayer tries above all to meditate on the mysteries of
Christ, as in Lectio Divina or the rosary. This form of
prayerful reflection is of great value, but Christian prayer
should go further: to the knowledge of the love of the
Lord Jesus, to union with Him”. That “going further” and
“union” with Him is contemplation.
Contemplation differs from meditation in that contemplation is not an activity of the mind reflecting on ideas. In
contemplative prayer, the mind is beholding a mystery
and simply gazes at Jesus. Remember when you were a
child and you would go outside on a warm summer’s night
and gaze up at the stars. You would behold the vast array and the beauty of the stars. You weren’t thinking or
analyzing it, but simply wrapped up in it all. That’s what
contemplative prayer is like except instead of gazing at
the stars, you gaze at Jesus. In this form of prayer our
focus is on Jesus rather than the scene in scripture. It
moves us closer to Him. It would be something like this;
when we were meditating on the scene of Jesus raising
Lazarus we were taking in the whole scene and thinking
about it and reacting to it. Well, think about that same
person in the crowd who, after witnessing this scene, has
his heart drawn to Jesus and he walks up close to Him
and just gazes at Him face to face. He’s not thinking
about Lazarus or anyone else right now. He just walks
right up to Jesus and gazes. And Jesus gazes back.
That’s contemplation. It’s a step closer. It’s more intimate. The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains it
this way: “Contemplation is a gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus. “I look at him and he looks at me”: this is what a certain peasant of Ars used to say to his holy cure about his
prayer before the tabernacle. This focus on Jesus is a
renunciation of self. His gaze purifies our heart; the light
of the countenance of Jesus illumines the eyes of our
heart and teaches us to see everything in the light of his
truth and his compassion for all men. Contemplation also
turns its gaze on the mysteries of the life of Christ. Thus
it learns the interior knowledge of our Lord, the more to
love Him and follow Him”.
St. Thomas Aquinas notes the importance of contemplative prayer and the transforming effect it has on our active
life:
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“The work of the active life is twofold. One proceeds
from the fullness of contemplation, such as teaching
and preaching...And this work is more excellent than
simple contemplation. For even as it is better to
enlighten than merely to shine, so is it better to give to
others the fruits of one’s contemplation than merely to
contemplate. The other work of the active life consists
entirely in outward occupation, for instance, almsgiving, receiving guests, and the like, which are less excellent that the works of contemplation, except in
cases of necessity...Accordingly, the highest place in
religious orders is held by those which are directed to
teaching and preaching, which, moreover, are nearest
to the episcopal perfection”. (Summa Theologiae, IIa,IIe,q.188,art.6)
A powerful way to practice contemplative prayer is to
gaze upon Jesus crucified. Fix your eyes and heart on
Jesus and behold His wounds and sufferings. Become
“wrapped up” in His sacrifice and the intense love He has
for you. Gaze lovingly at Him on the cross. It’s just you
and Him and nobody else. When you gaze at Jesus with
love and humility, you can be sure He will gaze at you
and transform your soul.
Contemplative prayer is a crucial aspect toward obtaining
self-knowledge and our relationship with God. God the
Father told St. Catherine of Siena, “I am He who is, and
you are she who is not” (Dialogue). At first you might
think this is a put down, but it’s not. It’s the Truth. God
loves us more than we can ever understand in this life,
but we’re nothing without Him. Our very existence and
the opportunity to go to Heaven is all because of Him.
We know these things intellectually, but do we really contemplate the magnitude of that Truth. Our hope for joy is
due completely to His sufferings. Contemplating His passion and death will illuminate our lives. It lifts the veil and
reveals the Truth about ourselves and the purpose of our
existence. It quiets our souls and points us in the direction of true humility and faithfulness. Once we have obtained this understanding, then we can effectively go out
and share the fruits with others.
Consistency and commitment to contemplative prayer are
vital to its progress. As we enjoy all the activities of the
summer months, let’s set aside some time each day to
enter into this essential aspect of Dominican life. Let us
gaze at Jesus crucified and watch our souls transform, as
He gazes back.
May God Bless you and grant you a Holy and joyful summer,
In Jesus and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey
Vice President
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From the President
what we’d like to see were we just brand-new to the Order, and that’s what we asked Mark to focus on.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic,
In a few days the Lay Provincial Council will be gathering
at St. Albert’s for our annual meeting. It’s always a pleasure getting together with fellow Dominicans from around
the province and hearing how the Dominican charism fosters itself in their lives and in the lives of their chapters.
I’m amazed at how some of our people – frequently quiet
and reserved on the outside – can be such powerful conduits of the love of Jesus.
Planning and coordinating these meetings can be a real
test, but often the work that is accomplished at the LPC
pales in contrast to the work of the Holy Spirit among the
attendees. I’d ask Truth Be Told readers to assist the Lay
Provincial Council this year with your prayers that St.
Dominic’s work be conducted this year at our LPC and
that the delegates return to their chapters with a renewed
sense of St. Dominic’s mission, and an increase of love
for his beloved, Jesus Christ.
—
Having been nicely “nagged” by our editor for the last several weeks for ‘something’ to submit to Truth Be Told, it
occurred to me that I haven’t recently and publicly
thanked Mark Gross for the work he does.
A couple of years ago when the Executive Committee
was considering what should be important in a publication
to the lay members of this province, the word “formation”
came up frequently. Formation was important for a number of reasons, but key among them was the fact that, at
that time, there were seven or eight chapters in formation,
some of them with larger than average memberships.
Most of them had no members who had had any prior
association with the Order, and so no practical link to our
history, traditions, teaching or charism. Of course, chapter news, news of the Order at large, and other such topics were important, but I think many of us thought about

I think personally, and by virtue of what I’ve seen in the
way of correspondence, Mark has done a fantastic job
with Truth Be Told, and I have to publicly thank him for all
he has done. It’s no simple task cobbling together the
news, information and commentary he brings to us every
other month. Yes, I think he’d agree that it’s sometimes
too long for some, and that perhaps there is not enough
news of the chapters, but in his defense I offer these two
comments: his zeal for Jesus Christ is such that it makes
it difficult to cut content focused on our beloved Lord and
Savior; and, Mark is not in your chapter: if more “chapter”
news is desired please consider submitting news about
your chapter, Mark tells me that there are a number of
chapters who decline the invitation to submit content.
Mark won’t toot his own horn, so let me say this: Truth Be
Told circulation is currently at 272 – an increase of 200
since Mark started producing it. It’s read not only in all
the provinces in the United States, but he’s also dispatching it (by subscriber’s choice) to dozens of folks around
the world. The breakdown is as follows:
Friars
TBT chapter liasons
Order at large (laity)
Non-OP

47
34
115
76

TBT has subscribers in Europe, Africa, Australia, and
Pakistan. We’ve had many emails of support, and not a
single "cancelation."
Thank you, Mark, for all you do, and for your dedication to
St. Dominic and to the Western Province.
In St. Dominic,
Tony Galati

From the DLIPC Representative
Some might add to former Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan's adage that "all politics is local" that (these days) it
seems everything is political. It is becoming increasingly
difficult to separate political and non-political elements of
moral issues that confront us almost daily. And then there
is the French Revolution.
The last sentence is not the "non-sequitur" that it seems.
Recently I watched a DVD on the French Revolution. Although the narrator acknowledged there were
"thousands" of victims during the "Reign of Terror" the
end result was the replacement of the monarchy with a
more "representative form of government." It seemed to
me that the up to 40,000 murder victims deserved more
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acknowledgement than that in the end the oppressive
regime of King Louis XVI was replaced with a new order
that ultimately resulted in the new French republic. To be
clear, in virtually one year (July 1793 - July 1774) Maximillian Robespierre and his committee of "Public Safety"
executed upwards of 40,000 people (that's more than 100
people each and every day during that 13 months of horror). Most of the 40,000 victims were poor peasants.
The guillotine was the punishment of choice. Anyone suspected of loyalty to the monarchy was killed. Children
were encouraged to turn in parents who might complain
against the Revolution. Owning a book with the symbol of
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the Crown could result in a death penalty. The coarseness spread: women knitted while watching executions;
cheers were heard in response to the thud of the guillotine; children were treated to heads on pikes.

of Life. Affirmation to the message is in the nodded head
of the passerby who whispers "God bless you;" and the
driver who honks his horn, giving a "thumbs up," while
passing the Sentinel of Life.

The Church became a prime target with even the calendar being replaced to avoid any reference to Sunday or
religious holidays. There was an overt attempt to
"dechristianize" French society. Priests, and those who
helped them, were subject to death on sight. Blasphemous acts in churches, including the altar at Notre Dame,
were performed in public.

We must look for the opportunities for which we are
uniquely qualified, and positioned, to act. Rather than
seeking venues best suited to our brothers in the order,
we must understand that we are in places and presented
with opportunities that without our response will go unacknowledged. We are called to cooperate in the salvific
mission of Holy Father Dominic. We are called to go forth
and preach the Good News. The opportunities are seemingly endless. These chances and opportunities are
unique to our station. This is why we are called to this
Order of Truth. We can labor in fields few priests, or
brothers, or nuns, or even sisters find themselves.

These were more than "excesses" on the road to "liberte,
egalite, fraternite." And yet, there were moments of real
preaching by members of Saint Dominic's Third Order -exemplified by Catherine Jarrige (1754-1836). She joined
the Third Order at age 22 and was employed as a lace
worker. During the reign she hid and protected priests
who were under threat of execution. She brought them
babies to be baptized and guided them to sickbeds to
administer the last rites. She risked her life innumerable
times while protecting the clergy who, in turn, were able to
bring the sacraments to those condemned to live through
the dark times.
Her preaching should be an inspiration to all Lay Dominicans. Although we don't face the physical dangers of that
day we do face day-to-day assaults on Holy Mother
Church and the Truth she protects and promotes. We act
as the spiritual children of Catherine Jarriage in "little
ways" of preaching the Truth. The unheralded defenders
of life who stand on the street corner quietly fingering their
Rosary beads while holding signs proclaiming the Gospel

In the workplace, in the marketplace, in the home, we are
presented with preachable moments. So many of our dayto-day acquaintances, co-workers, even friends have
been influenced by the culture that surrounds us all. Even
innocent-appearing television shows have promoted promiscuous and other lifestyles incompatible with the moral
life. It takes courage to point out, in a loving way, the immorality with which we are being inundated. To present
the traditional Catholic message in charity is a challenge
facing all of us; one in which all of us can respond so they
can point to the message, and the messenger, and say
"you know them by their love."
Gary Sims
DLIPC Representative

From the Editor
I have been unusually busy since the last issue of Truth
Be Told; on May 10 I left for Germany to be best man at
the wedding of chapter member Paul O’Leary. The trip
unexpectedly included a pilgrimage to Lourdes with the
North American Lourdes Volunteers which included stops
in Nevers and Ars. In late June our Chapter went north to
Moscow Idaho for a retreat hosted by Lydia Brown, our
long-distance commuting member. In spite of the distance, Lydia’s efforts to be a member of the Dominican
Laity are a reminder that being part of the Dominican
Family can be a sacrificial commitment. Rosetta Hedden,
who drives 150 miles each way to our monthly meetings,
also witnesses to a significant personal sacrifice to be a
part of our Dominican community. The surprise to me is
not that sacrifices are made in order to be Dominicans,
but that there isn’t a mob beating down the door in order
(Continued on next page)
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to also be a part of this great treasure. Pope Benedict XV
(1914-1922), himself a Dominican Tertiary, said; "Among
the means of holiness most useful and opportune for the
defense and progress of Christian faith and morals in our
day, we recognize the Dominican Third Order as one of
the most eminent, easy and secure."
I think it was Fulton Sheen1 who said that “If all the things
said by those who hate the Church were true, then I
wouldn’t be a Catholic either.” And St. Augustine said
something like “you cannot love what you do not know.”
Our charism as members of the Dominican Laity is to
know and make known this marvelous entry of God into
our world which is the Church, the spotless bride of
Christ, which conveys life through the living waters of the
sacraments. For a Catholic, much less a Dominican, to
oppose the voice of the Church is to attempt to be and not
be at the same time, a violation of the law of noncontradiction; it makes no sense.
Most of my readers do not know that I grew up in the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), attending the Palo
Alto Friends Meeting till I was 17. Issues of peace and
justice have been close to my heart all my life, yet it was
not until I discovered Jesus Christ and His Church that I
began to appreciate that peace and justice apart from
God are not only impossible, but the attempts to produce
them without God invariably produce the opposite instead. Peace has been defined as “the tranquility of order.” Surely the promotion of disorder is antithetical to
peace.
I will listen for the word of God;
surely the LORD will proclaim peace to his people,
to the faithful, to those who trust in him.
Near indeed is salvation for the loyal;
prosperity will fill our land.
Love and truth will meet; justice and peace will kiss.
Truth will spring from the earth; justice will look down from
heaven. (Ps 85:9-12)

Mass at Lourdes grotto, May 2010

For Justice first refers to that which is due from creature
to Creator, from man to God. The price of Peace is Justice; “righteousness” in the older translations. Dust we are
and to dust we shall return, and from dust has sprung
Truth; I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord.
And so it was that at Lourdes during the opening of the
52nd International Military
Pilgrimage I witnessed the
color guards of more than 30 nations give honor to the
more than 40 assembled bishop and archbishops; a stirring acknowledgement that peace is not the product of
politics, but grace. Seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness.
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Mark Gross,
Editor
1. This issue contains several extracts from the early works of Fulton
Sheen. Apparently many lay Dominicans are not aware that Fulton
Sheen was a member of the Dominican Third Order!

The Curse of Broadmindedness
There are only two positions to take concerning truth, and both of them had their hearing centuries ago in the courtroom of Solomon where two women claimed a babe. A babe is like truth; it is one; it is whole; it is organic and it cannot
be divided. The real mother of the babe would accept no compromise. She was intolerant about her claim. She must
have the whole babe, or nothing—the intolerance of Motherhood. But the false mother was tolerant. She was willing to
compromise. She was willing to divide the babe—and the babe would have met its death through broadmindedness.
From Moods and Truths, by Fulton J. Sheen, 1932
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From the Heart of Benedict XVI
Eve of the Ascension Vespers, Fatima
Let me open my heart and tell you that the greatest concern of every Christian, especially of every consecrated
person or minister of the altar, must be fidelity, loyalty to
one’s own vocation, as a disciple who wishes to follow the
Lord. Faithfulness over time is the name of love, of a consistent, true and profound love for Christ the Priest. "Since
Baptism is a true entry into the holiness of God through
incorporation into Christ and the indwelling of His Spirit, it
would be a contradiction to settle for a life of mediocrity,
marked by a minimalistic ethic and a shallow religiosity" (John Paul II, Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte,
31). In this Year for Priests which is drawing to its close,
may grace in abundance come down upon you that you
may live joyfully your consecration and bear witness to
your priestly fidelity grounded in the fidelity of Christ. This
evidently supposes true intimacy with Christ in prayer,
since it is the powerful and intense experience of the
Lord’s love that brings priests and consecrated persons to
respond to His love in a way that is exclusive and
spousal.
This life of special consecration was born to keep the
Gospel always before the People of God, as a reminder
which manifests, certifies and proclaims to the whole
Church the radical nature of the Gospel and the coming of
the Kingdom. Dear consecrated men and women, by your
dedication to prayer, asceticism and growth in the spiritual
life, to apostolic action and mission, you are progressing
towards the heavenly Jerusalem, you are a foretaste of
the eschatological Church, solid in her possession and
loving contemplation of God who is love. How much we
need this witness today! Many of our brothers and sisters
live as if there were nothing beyond this life, and without
concern for their eternal salvation. Men and women are
called to know and love God, and the Church has the mission to assist them in this calling. We know well that God
is the master of His gifts and that conversion is a grace.
But we are responsible for proclaiming the faith, the whole
faith, with all its demands. Dear friends, let us imitate the
Curé of Ars who prayed to the Lord in the following words:
"Grant me the conversion of my parish, and I accept to
suffer all that you wish for the rest of my life". And he did
everything to pull people away from their own lukewarm
attitude in order to lead them back to love.
There exists a deep solidarity among all the members of
the Body of Christ. It is not possible to love Christ without
I love you O My God and my only desire is to love You
until the last breath of my life. I love You, O My infinitely
lovable God and I would rather die loving You than live
without loving You. I love You Lord, and the only grace I
ask is to love You eternally. My God, if my tongue cannot say in every moment that I love You, I want my heart
to repeat it to You as often as I draw breath.
-St. John Vianney
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loving his brothers and sisters. For their salvation John
Mary Vianney decided to become a priest: "to win souls
for the good God", as he said when, at eighteen years of
age, he announced his vocation, just as Paul had said: "to
win as many as I could" (1 Cor 9:19). The Vicar General
had told him: "there is not much love of God in the parish;
you will bring it there". In his priestly passion, this holy
parish priest was merciful like Jesus in meeting each sinner. He preferred to insist on the attractive aspect of virtue, on God’s mercy, in comparison to which our sins are
like "grains of sand". He pointed to the merciful love of
God which had been offended. He feared that priests
would become "insensitive" and accustomed to the indifference of their faithful: "Woe to the Pastor – he would
warn – who remains silent while God is offended and
souls are lost".
Pope Benedict XVI , Solemn Celebration of Vespers
Church of the Most Holy Trinity, Fatima, Portugal
May 12, 2010
The priest will not understand the greatness of his office
'till he is in heaven. If he understood it on earth, he
would die, not of fear, but of love.
-St. John Vianney
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The Decline of Controversy
By Fulton Sheen

Once there were lost islands, but most of them have been
found; once there were lost causes, but many of them
have been retrieved; but there is one lost art that has not
been definitely recovered, and without which no civilization can long survive, and that is the art of controversy.
The hardest thing to find in the world today is an argument. Because so few are thinking, naturally there are
found but few to argue. Prejudice there is in abundance
and sentiment too, for these things are born of enthusiasms without the pain of labor. Thinking, on the contrary,
is a difficult task; it is the hardest work a man can do -that
is perhaps why so few indulge in it. Thought-saving devices have been invented that rival labor-saving devices
in their ingenuity. Fine-sounding phrases like "Life is big-

ger than logic," or "Progress is the spirit of the age," go
rattling by us like express trains, carrying the burden of
those who are too lazy to think for themselves.
Not even philosophers argue today; they only explain
away. A book full of bad logic, advocating all manner of
moral laxity, is not refuted by critics; it is merely ,called
"bold, honest, and fearless." Even those periodicals which
pride themselves upon their open -mindedness on all
questions are far from practicing the lost art of controversy. Their pages contain no controversies, but only
presentations of points of view; these never rise to the
level of abstract thought in which argument clashes with
argument like steel with steel, but rather they content
(Continued on next page)
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themselves with the personal reflections of one who has lost his faith,
writing against the sanctity of marriage, and of another who has kept
his faith, writing in favor of it. Both
sides are shooting off firecrackers,
making all the noise of an intellectual warfare and creating the illusion
of conflict, but it is only a sham battle in which there are no casualties;
there are plenty of explosions, but
never an exploded argument.
The causes underlying this decline
in the art of controversy are twofold:
religious and philosophical. Modern
religion has enunciated one great
and fundamental dogma that is at
the basis of all the other dogmas,
and that is, that religion must be
freed from dogmas. Creeds and
confessions of faith are no longer
the fashion; religious leaders have
agreed not to disagree and those
beliefs for which some of our ancestors would have died
they have melted into a spineless Humanism. Like other
Pilates they have turned their backs on the uniqueness of
truth and have opened their arms wide to all the moods
and fancies the hour might dictate. The passing of creeds
and dogmas means the passing of controversies. Creeds
and dogmas are social; prejudices are private. Believers
bump into one another at a thousand different angles, but
bigots keep out of one another's way, because prejudice
is antisocial. I can imagine an old-fashioned Calvinist who
holds that the word " damn" has a tremendous dogmatic
significance, coming to intellectual blows with an oldfashioned Methodist who holds that it is only a curse
word; but I cannot imagine a controversy if both decide to
damn damnation, like our Modernists who no longer believe in Hell.
The second cause, which is philosophical, bases itself on
that peculiar American philosophy called "Pragmatism,"
the aim of which is to prove that all proofs are useless.
Hegel, of Germany, rationalized error; James, of America,
de-rationalized truth. As a result, there has sprung up a
disturbing indifference to truth, and a tendency to regard
the useful as the true, and the impractical as the false.
The man who can make up his mind when proofs are presented to him is looked upon as a bigot, and the man who
ignores proofs and the search for truth is looked upon as
broadminded and tolerant.
Another evidence of this same disrespect for rational
foundations is the general readiness of the modern mind
to accept a statement because of the literary way in which

it is couched, or because of the
popularity of the one who says it,
rather than for the reasons behind
the statement. In this sense, it is unfortunate that some men who think
poorly can write so well. Bergson
has written a philosophy grounded
on the assumption that the greater
comes from the less, but he has so
camouflaged that intellectual monstrosity with mellifluous French that
he has been credited with being a
great and original thinker. To some
minds, of course, the startling will
always appear to be the profound. It
is easier to get the attention of the
press when one says, as Ibsen did,
that "two and two make five," than to
be orthodox and say that two and
two make four.
The Catholic Church perhaps more
than the other forms of Christianity
notices the decline in the art of controversy. Never before, perhaps, in the whole history of
Christianity has she been so intellectually impoverished
for want of good sound intellectual opposition as she is at
the present time. Today there are no foemen worthy of
her steel. And if the Church today is not producing great
chunks of thought, or what might be called "thinkage," it is
because she has not been challenged to do so. The best
in everything comes from the throwing down of a gauntlet
– even the best in thought.
The Church loves controversy, and loves it for two reasons: because intellectual conflict is informing, and because she is madly in love with rationalism. The great
structure of the Catholic Church has been built up through
controversy. It was the attacks of the Docetists and the
Monophysites in the early centuries of the Church that
made her clear on the doctrine concerning the nature of
Christ; it was the controversy with the Reformers that
clarified her teaching on justification. And if today there
are not nearly so many dogmas defined as in the early
ages of the Church, it is because there is less controversy
- and less thinking. One must think to be a heretic, even
though it be wrong thinking.
Even though one did not accept the infallible authority of
the Church, he would still have to admit that the Church in
the course of centuries has had her finger on the pulse of
the world, ever defining those dogmas which needed definition at the moment. In the light of this fact, it would be
interesting to inquire if our boasted theory of intellectual
progress is true. What was the Christian world thinking
about in the early centuries? What doctrines had to be
(Continued on next page)
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clarified when controversy was keen? In the early centuries, controversy centered on such lofty and delicate problems as: the Trinity, the Incarnation, and the union of Natures in the person of the Son of God. What was the last
doctrine to be defined in 1870? It was the capability of
man to use his brain and come to a knowledge of God.
Now, if the world is progressing intellectually, should not
the existence of God have been defined in the first century, and the nature of the Trinity have been defined in the
nineteenth?
In the order of mathematics this is like defining the complexities of logarithms in the year 30, and the simplification of the addition table in the year 1930. The fact is that
there is now less intellectual opposition to the Church and
more prejudice, which, being interpreted, means less
thinking, even less bad thinking.
Not only does the Church love controversy because it
helps her sharpen her wits; she loves it also for its own
sake. The Church is accused of being the enemy of reason; as a matter of fact, she is the only one who believes
in it. Using her reason in the First Vatican Council, she
officially went on record in favor of Rationalism, and declared, against the mock humility of the Agnostics and the
sentimental faith of the Fideists, that human reason by its
own power can know something besides the contents of
test- tubes and retorts, and that working on mere sensible
phenomena it can soar even to the "hid battlements of
eternity," there to discover the Timeless beyond time and
the Spaceless beyond space which is God, the Alpha and
Omega of all things.
The Church asks her children to think hard and think
clean. Then she asks them to do two things with their
thoughts. First, she asks them to externalize them in the
concrete world of economics, government, commerce,
and education, and by this externalization of beautiful,
clean thoughts to produce a beautiful and clean civilization. The quality of any civilization depends upon the nature of the thoughts its great minds bequeath to it. If the
thoughts that are externalized in the press, in the senate
chamber, on the public platform, are base, civilization it-

self will take on their base character with the same readiness with which a chameleon takes on the color of the
object upon which it is placed. But if the thoughts that are
vocalized and articulated are high and lofty, civilization
will be filled, like a crucible, with the gold of the things
worthwhile.
The Church asks her children not only to externalize their
thoughts and thus produce culture, but also to internalize
their thoughts and thus produce spirituality. The constant
giving would be dissipation unless new energy was supplied from within. In fact, before a thought can be bequeathed to the outside, it must have been born on the
inside. But no thought is born without silence and contemplation. It is in the stillness and quiet of one's own intellectual pastures, wherein man meditates on the purpose of
life and its goal, that real and true character is developed.
A character is made by the kind of thoughts a man thinks
when alone, and a civilization is made by the kind of
thoughts a man speaks to his neighbor.
On the other hand, the Church discourages bad thinking,
for a bad thought set loose is more dangerous than a wild
man. Thinkers live; toilers die in a day. When society finds
it is too late to electrocute a thought, it electrocutes the
man. There was once a time when Christian society
burned the thought in order to save society, and after all,
something can be said in favor of this practice. To kill one
bad thought may mean the salvation of ten thousand
thinkers. The Roman emperors were alive to this fact;
they killed the Christians not because they wanted their
hearts, but because they wanted their heads, or better,
their brains - brains that were thinking out the death of
Paganism.
It is to this task of thinking out the death of the New paganism that these chapters are written.
Old Errors and New Labels,
Fulton Sheen, 1931

What is Tolerance?
Tolerance is an attitude of reasoned patience towards
evil, and a forbearance that restrains us from showing
anger or inflicting punishment. But what is more important than the definition is the field of its application. The
important point here is this: Tolerance applies only to
persons, but never to truth. Intolerance applies only to
truth, but never to persons. Tolerance applies to the erring; intolerance to the error.
Old Errors and New Labels,
Fulton Sheen, 1931
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THE PITFALLS OF COMPASSION
by Michel Schooyans
An ambiguous term
When one speaks of compassion, one thinks immediately
of the suffering of another person, the tragic situation in
which he finds himself. It is a matter of understanding,
"sympathizing" with him, sharing in his distress and bearing it with him. We must of course seek to alleviate and,
as far as possible, remedy this painful situation. The word
"compassion" also suggests the notion of psychologically
and emotionally sharing in suffering, especially suffering
beyond medical or other control. If we visit a person suffering from terminal cancer, we are able, by our presence,
a word, a gesture of kindness, to express, as far as we
are able, the extent to which we share in that person's
suffering and seek to comfort him/her.
However, in cases of abortion, euthanasia and assisted
suicide which appear in the news, compassion is frequently invoked to "justify" the act which has been or is
about to be performed. If, before birth, a child is declared
as suffering from a serious malformation, it will be asserted that, if the pregnancy is allowed to continue, the
child will have a life which will not be worth living; abortion
will then be recommended out of compassion, out of pity.
We share, they say, the pain of that child's condition, but
the best, in fact the only effectively possible way – they
say – to help the child is to terminate its life. The child will
be killed out of compassion.
Such persons go further, asserting that no one has the
right to compel a woman to bear a child which would –
they say – for her, for the father and for the family, be an
insupportable "burden". Here, compassion for the parents
will be invoked. Undaunted, they go on to say that one
cannot impose on society the burden of living beings
whose maintenance is costly, yet futile; a child handicapped at birth contributes nothing to society. Abortion
will then be allowed out of compassion for society which,
"to its regret", has to resign itself to the elimination of one
of its members. Such people will even venture to perceive
in this act an example of social justice, of "ethnic cleansing", of eugenics.
Compassion can also be extended to the abortionist doctors. To carry out an abortion is for them – it is said –a
"decision difficult to take" and an act they perform purely
in obedience to their conscience. We must therefore sympathize with doctors who, for example, "for the good" of
the child or its mother, take the "courageous" decision to
go ahead with an abortion. Far from blaming such people,
we should support them psychologically and morally,
grant them appropriate legal protection.
These examples illustrate different aspects of situations
currently grouped together under a single ambiguous
term: compassion. There is, firstly, compassion in the
usual sense of sympathy, commiseration. However, in the
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examples cited above, we observe that compassion is
invoked and applied very differently depending on
whether it creates a victim, the unborn child, or is intended to relieve the mother, justify laws or endorse medical intervention.
Compassion today
We can discern true and bogus compassion in acts and
standpoints observable in the world today. This will reveal
the ravages bogus compassion is wreaking on both the
individual and human societies. We will consider a number of examples.
1) In 1962 the Assizes Court in Liège (Belgium) was
called upon to judge a mother who, "out of compassion",
had killed her child. During the pregnancy, the mother had
taken Softenon, today known as Thalidomide. The child
was born with serious malformations. The mother decided
to terminate the life of her child; which in fact she did. After a trial which attracted extensive media coverage, the
woman was acquitted. She left the court a free woman, to
hearty applause from the public.
2) Animals are increasingly the target of the "compassion"
of mankind. In a "documentary" produced by Al Gore, entitled An inconvenient truth, dedicated to global warming,
we see an animation showing an exhausted polar bear
desperately seeking a safe foothold in order to save its
life. The message is clear: if the polar ice- cap heats up
and melts, the reason is to be sought in the excessive
number of human beings who pollute the earth1. It is
therefore necessary to control population growth, which,
we are assured, is the cause of the deterioration in the
environment. In addition, "compassion" for animals and
the protection of flora, fauna and vanishing species necessitate the introduction of quotas, determining the number, or even the "quality" of human beings authorized to
reproduce. A variant on this argument exhorts
"compassion" for Gaia, or Mother Earth, which – it is alleged – is deteriorating as a result of the devastation inflicted by mankind. Mankind must be sacrificed to the environment2.
3) In recent years, there have been a number of highprofile cases of pedophilia. In the USA, Mexico, Ireland
1.

2.

"Le Monde" of 19 November 2009 ran a front-page headline: "The
burden of the birth-rate poses a threat to the climate". This article,
attributable to Grégoire Allix, continues on page 4 under the heading "Is birth control a remedy for global warming? The United Nations is calling for the demographic question to be discussed at the
Copenhagen summit".
Cf. our work "The hidden face of the UNO", pages 61-70; this chapter is entitled "The Earth Charter and the ecological imperative".
See also the words of St Paul sin Romans 8, 18-22.

Page 12

(Continued on next page)

Jul-Aug 2010

Pitfalls of Compassion
(continued from previous page)

and other countries, members of the lower and higher
clergy have been involved in a number of legal actions. In
the majority of these cases, the Church authorities have
been accused of attempted cover-ups. For as long as
they were able, these authorities pretended that nothing,
or very little, had happened. The reason most frequently
invoked is that of "compassion" for the perpetrators of
acts of pedophilia. Compassion for the poor clerics, already suffering so much from their urges and whom their
superiors should not condemn publicly or, still less, expose to ignominious condemnation by the proper judicial
authorities. If abortionists deserve protection, why not pedophiles?
This attitude brings to mind the Recife case (Brazil),
which hit the headlines in March-April 20093. In both examples, referring to pedophilia and the Recife case, instead of expressing compassion for the young and innocent victims, "compassion" is extended to those who have
inflicted immense harm on these victims, doctors in Recife, clergy elsewhere.
4) On 16 November 2009, the press announced an initiative from Ségolène Royal. A prominent media figure, the
President of the Poitou-Charente Regional Council
(France) announced the distribution of “contraceptive
packs"4. These contraceptive packs contained condoms
and "contraception vouchers". Ségolène Royal’s aim was
to "alleviate the distress of pupils" and reduce the social
distress caused by "precocious pregnancies". After encouraging sexual intercourse by including condoms in the
contraceptive pack, Ségolène Royal refers to a "circular
making provision for the morning-after pill". Once again,
adolescents and unborn children risk paying the price of
pseudo-compassion.
5) We are today witnessing a radical questioning of marriage and the family. Christians are asking the Church to
authorize divorce and allow the "remarriage" of divorced
people. Some go even further, calling for the Church to
recognize homosexual unions, with or without the adoption of children. These demands are all made in the name
of "compassion". The Church would be wrong to show
intransigency on these questions; it would be lacking in
pity for married people unfairly abandoned by their
spouses and for the children of divorced couples. It would
3.

4.

We recall that a young girl of 9 years old, "Carmen" was raped by
her stepfather and became pregnant with twins. In spite of appeals
for compassion from Dom Jose Cardoso Sobrinho (then
Archbishop of Recife) and his closest collaborators, this young girl
was subjected to a double abortion, partly as a result of pressure
from radical feminist movements. Curiously, Dom Cardoso was
vilified by a Church dignitary in Rome, who attempted to assert that
those who wished to protect the twins had been lacking in
"compassion" for the abortionists, "who had had to take a difficult
decision".
See "La Libre Belgique", 14 November 2009 and "Le Monde", 16
November 2009.
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be ignoring the homosexual tendency inherent in the constitution of some men and women. Here too, there is an
appeal for "compassion". But what compassion?
When questioned on the issues of marriage and divorce,
Jesus forcefully reaffirms God's original plan: marriage as
desired by God is monogamous, faithful, indissoluble5.
Jesus redefines marriage, as conceived in the mind of
God at the moment of creation6. He makes no concessions concerning marriage, as intended by God. Even the
Apostles are amazed at the severity displayed by Jesus7.
Like some today, they expected from Jesus a compassion
on the cheap, a tolerance regarding the law and the intention of the creator, clearly laid down from the beginning of
time. Here the justification, the sanctification enunciated
can be seen as a return to the beginning, a recreation
achieved through a conversion of the heart. What Jesus
brings to the fore is the equal dignity of a man and a
woman. Man cannot claim a "right" to repudiate his wife.
What Jesus reveals is the power of God at work in marriage. It is God who unites. Compassion cannot be expressed in a rejection of the divine power always at work
in a marriage. However, the compassion of God is expressed in the pardon Jesus offers to those who commit
adultery, prostitute themselves or engage in homosexuality8. The compassion of Jesus is certainly not an endorsement of sin; it is an invitation to receive pardon and return
to the right path. The compassion of Jesus is mercy9.
6) In 1920 Binding (1841-1920), a jurist, and Hoche
(1865-1943), a doctor, published a work which, although
little-known, proved one of the most influential of the 20th
century. The authors explain the need "to liberalize the
destruction of a life unworthy of living"10. This is the title of
this book, which formulates and justifies the program of
euthanasia which would be implemented some years later
by Hitler. As usual, the arguments advanced convey the
impression that they are imbued with compassion. There
are, we are assured, categories of individuals whose lives
are not deserving of criminal protection. Their lives are
valueless. Euthanasia will save them from living a life not
worthy of living. Such persons must be euthanized in their
own interests. But they should also be euthanized in the
interests of society. These beings are not only without
value, they are a burden on all who are useful to society.
Cf. Matthew 19, 1-9; Mark 10, 1-12; Luke 16, 18.
Cf. in particular Genesis 1, 28; 2, 18-24; cf. John 1, 1.
Cf. Matthew, 19, 10.
Cf. Genesis 19, 1-29; Romans 1.
Cf. Luke 7, 36-50 describing the scene at the Pharisee’s house; 15;
3-32; 19, 1-10; 23, 40-43.
10. In collaboration with Klaudia Schank, we translated and presented
this work: "Euthanasie: Le dossier Binding et Hoche. Traduction de
l'allemand, présentation et analyse de 'La libéralisation de la destruction d'une vie qui ne vaut pas d'être vécue"'. Texte intégral de
l'ouvrage publié en 1922 à Leipzig", Paris, Le Sarment-Fayard
Éditions, 2002, 138 pages, ISBN: 2-866-79329-3.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
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"Compassion" for society must be invoked by the same
token as "compassion" for these beings, who must be
liberated from their utter lack of value and utility. These
speciously compassionate considerations conceal pseudoscientific arguments with strong eugenic and racist connotations. In this instance, compassion is being manipulated to benefit a political program which is the very negation of compassion.
7) In the Recife case11, we witnessed a flagrant example
of bogus compassion. In brief, we were told to show compassion for the doctors who performed a direct double
abortion. It was necessary to hush the affair up, as others
had been hushed up12. However, medical literature records situations similar to that experienced by "Carmen",
the young girl in Recife, where true compassion is expressed towards very young mothers and their babies. As
early as 1959, the medical press recorded the existence
of some 30 known cases of precocious pregnancies, frequently in girls under the age of 12. The most famous
case is that of a young Peruvian girl, Lina Medina, born in
1933, who had her first period at the age of 8 months (sic)
and fell pregnant at the age of 5 (sic). At the age of 5
years and 8 months, she gave birth to a boy, Geraldo. In
1954, Geraldo was aged 15 and his mother 20. The doctors had diagnosed precocious puberty in the mother
which was constitutional, rather than pathological.
What is remarkable in the story of Lina Medina is precisely that it was the doctors who established that the
young girl's pregnancy was not pathological. The possibility of an abortion was never envisaged. On the contrary,
the doctors showed true compassion to the mother and
baby. The mother was last heard of living on the outskirts
of Lima, Peru. The mother has never revealed the name
of the father of her child. The child was born by Caesarean section and died in 1979 at the age of 4013.
The article, published in the medical journal "La Presse
Medicale" on 13 May 1939, states that the delivery was
carried out by caesarean section by Dr Geraldo Lozada.
This short article emphasizes that:
“Little Lina was surrounded by meticulous care. A committee of married women was formed to assume responsibil11. Cf. section 3 above.
12. See section 3 above, on cases of pedophilia.
13. See “La plus jeune mère du monde ", a short article in the medical
journal "La Presse Médicale", Paris, 13 May 1939, page 744; see
also a letter from Dr. Edmundo Escobel (Lima), " La plus jeune
mère du monde ", in "La Presse Médicale", Paris, 31 May 1939,
page 875. This case is also referred to in a work by Rodolfo
Pasqualini, "Endocrinología", Buenos Aires, El Ateneo Editions,
1959. See in particular pages 684-686. Pasqualini cites Escobel’s
article on page 686.
14. See Jacques Suadeau, article entitled “Sexualité sans risques”,
pages 905-926 of the "Lexique des termes ambigus et controversés" produced by the Pontifical Council for the Family, published
by Téqui, Paris, 2005.
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ity for the care and material living conditions of the young
mother and baby, now and in the future."
The article of 31 May 1939, also attributed to Dr Escobel,
urges compassion:
“We hope the Government and the Foyer de la Mère will
protect this unfortunate child, who has triggered a surge
of sympathy and pity in all our hearts, especially since her
baby was born on the day the Peruvian nation celebrated
Mothers Day."
8) Because of its serious nature, AIDS is also a disease
which triggers compassion. Public and private bodies
have specialized in the prevention and/or treatment of this
disease. Reception and treatment centers have been set
up to welcome, treat and support sufferers to the end.
Religious congregations specializing in medical care have
adapted their programs to the new circumstances created
by the expansion of this pandemic. The example of
Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta attracted a following.
However, not everyone was inspired by the exemplary
compassion displayed by Mother Teresa.
In March 2009, on board an airplane taking him to Africa,
Pope Benedict XVI was cornered by journalists because
he had dared to say that the condom was not a real solution to the problem. Always ready to enrich their collection
of "Belgian tales", the Chamber of Representatives, including a number of "Christian" representatives, condemned the Pope's "irresponsible" and "unacceptable"
words. The honorable Belgian Deputies were on the point
of calling for an urgent meeting of the UN Security Council! Thank God, the Belgian Senate failed to endorse the
anti-Christian hysteria displayed by the Chamber of Representatives.
But the same Chamber could have claimed the backing of
a number of eminent clergymen. These included cardinals, accorded wide coverage in the media and therefore
well-known, who, curiously, recommended the use of the
condom, presenting it as a lesser evil, the greater evil being to avoid the danger of fatal contagion in the absence
of this precaution. The reason invoked is therefore compassion.
The reasoning usually runs as follows: given that the sexual urge is irresistible and uncontrollable, use of the condom is the only effective means of avoiding AIDS. Some
"moralists" have even come close to invoking the 5th
commandment of God, "Thou shalt not kill!", presenting
use of a condom as a moral obligation! Other moralists
and pastors/ministers have developed a variant on this
argument: they preach sin without risk.
With regard to AIDS, compassion is therefore invoked for
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two different reasons. Certainly, compassion should primarily be addressed to patients suffering from this terrible
disease. As for all those suffering from serious illnesses,
we must ensure that their suffering is relieved and they
receive the medical care they need; we must speak to
them tenderly; convey to them the tenderness of men, but
also the tenderness of God. However, in the example we
are discussing, compassion is being invoked falsely: the
condom is necessary – it is implied – due to the uncontrollable nature of man’s passion, his powerlessness in
the face of the urges assailing him.
It is not our intention at this point to reproduce the discussions on AIDS, its causes, treatment, etc. However, there
are two findings which should give the proponents of false
compassion cause for reflection. Firstly, one only needs
to flick through consumer magazines to learn that the
condom is not 100% reliable. If this is the case for contraception, why should it be 100% reliable in preventing the
transmission of AIDS?
But there is a further aspect of the problem, largely unrecognized by many eminent pastors/theologians. This is
what economists call the rebound effect. The image of a
bouncing ball is suggestive: after an initial parabola, it
touches the ground, but immediately leaves the ground
again, travelling higher and further. Two familiar examples
serve to illustrate this argument. The arrival of low energy
light bulbs has been heralded with enthusiasm: an 11watt bulb provides as much light as a conventional 60watt bulb. We exclaim: "What a saving!" In fact it has
been observed that, precisely because of the low consumption of these bulbs, people tend to illuminate their
homes more, by multiplying the number of bulbs and increasing the number of hours of lighting. The low-energy
bulbs therefore tend to cancel out the savings they were
designed to achieve, and may even lead to an increase in
consumption.
A further example: some cars, previously fitted with a
greedy engine, are today fitted with a low-consumption
engine. Here also, people say: "What a saving!”. But if the
car consumes, let's say, 5 liters of petrol, rather than the 8
liters consumed by the previous car, people find driving
has become less expensive and they drive more than
they did in their old car. They drive more in a car which
consumes less. The outcome is that the saving achieved
by the new-generation engine is offset by an increase in
mileage and frequently an increase in the speed at which
the driver habitually travels.
A third example of the rebound effect has been highlighted by Jacques Suaudeau14. When the wearing of
15. Edward C. Green is director of the AIDS Prevention Project at the
Harvard Centre for Population and Development Studies. The text
we quote can be found on http://www.lifesitenews.com for 19
March 2009, which contains further information.
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seat belts became compulsory in England, it was discovered, to everyone’s surprise, that the number of accidents
and accident victims rose. An exhaustive study revealed
that motorists believed that wearing a seatbelt provided
greater safety. But they were taking more risks and driving faster than before. The benefit anticipated from wearing a seatbelt was offset by greater risk-taking.
The rebound phenomenon is also observable with regard
to use of the condom and the incidence of this usage on
the propagation of the disease. Eminent moralists should
take account of this phenomenon. Media hype urging the
use of condoms to limit the propagation of AIDS has produced a perverse effect: the condom provides a false
sense of security. When using a condom, people tend to
compensate for the reduced risk generated by the condom by engaging in more relationships placing them at
risk, changing partners, varying their relationships and
having their first sexual relations earlier and earlier.
We must point out that this was explained by Dr Edward
C. Green on 19 March 2009, after the media lynching to
which the Pope was subjected during his trip to Africa:
“Our best studies […] demonstrate a constant association
between the greater availability and increased use of condoms and a higher (not lower) rate of HIV infection. This
may in part be due to a phenomenon known as risk compensation (our emphasis, MS), which means that, when
one uses a "technology" which reduces risk, such as condoms, one frequently forfeits the benefit (risk reduction)
by "compensating" or taking greater risks than those one
would have taken without the technology which reduces
the risk"15.
Here again, with reference to AIDS, is a remarkable example of "compassion" which is bogus and violent. Bogus
because based on assertions whose falsity is perceivable
by a person with even a modicum of knowledge. Violent,
because, on the basis of false premises, one is objectively urged to risk dying and causing death.
9) Can one give Communion to members of Parliament
who publicly declare themselves to be in favor of abortion? Some pastors have, practically or theoretically, responded in the affirmative to this question. We must, they
say, have compassion for these members of Parliament,
who are torn apart inside. As Christians, they say, they
are of course opposed to abortion; but, during Parliamentary debate, they vote for legislation in favor of abortion.
These representatives, it is said, are experiencing a crisis
16. Source: http://www.elmundo.es/, 12 November 2009. See also
http://www.sectorcatolico.com/, 30 December 2009.
17. Cf. Code of Canon Law, 751; 1364, §1; 1398.
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of conscience and should not be sent away if they present
themselves to receive Holy Communion. Comparable
situations arise, for example, in the case of well-known
abortionist doctors, magistrates, political leaders, etc. All
these people need spiritual comfort and should be allowed to approach the Lord's Table.
A number of standpoints recently adopted show that the
Church cannot endorse this pseudo-compassion. Let us
examine two examples:
a. In November 2009, Juan Antonio Martínez Camino, a
Jesuit, Auxiliary Bishop of Madrid and Secretary General
of the Spanish Episcopal Conference, reminds us that, by
approving and voting for a law in favor of abortion, baptized Catholics are objectively placing themselves in a
state of mortal sin16. Persons promoting such laws are
sinning publicly and cannot be admitted to the Lord's Table. To press his point home, the Auxiliary Bishop of Madrid adds that any person who affirms it is lawful to take
away the life of an innocent human being is guilty of heresy and liable for excommunication "latae sententiae"17.
On 27 November 2009, the Plenary Assembly of the
Spanish Episcopal Conference published a declaration to
the effect that politicians who vote in favour of a bill liberalising abortion in Spain place themselves in "a state of
objective sin and, if this situation persists, cannot be allowed to receive Holy Communion.”18
b. On Sunday 22 November 200919 Patrick Kennedy, Democrat member of the US House of Representatives, announced that the Bishop of Providence, Thomas J. Tobin,
had requested him to abstain from receiving Holy Communion and asked the priests in his diocese not to give it
to him. It must be remembered that, some time before this
prohibition, Congressman Patrick Kennedy had publicly
declared his opposition to the Church's teaching on respect for human life.
10) The pitfalls of compassion we have discussed have
been the subject of a number of declarations of the highest importance from His Excellency, Mgr Raymond L.
Burke, Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic
18. Cf. http://www.lifesitenews.com, 27 November 2009. The unequivocal position reaffirmed by the Secretary General of the Spanish
Episcopal Conference (CEE), His Excellency Mgr Martínez
CAMINO, has also been affirmed by Isidoro Catela Marcos, Director of the CEE’s Information Bureau. See website of ACI Prensa
http://www.aciprensa.com, 4 January 2010, which in turn refers to
http://www.conferenciaepiscopal.es.
19. See website of "The Providence Journal" http://www.projo.com on
23 November 2009 for an article by John Mulligan entitled
"Kennedy: Barred from Communion" and the links provided.
20. The full text can be found at http://www.lifesitenews.com for 8 May
2009.

Signatura and Emeritus Archbishop of Saint Louis, MO
from the USA. We will restrict our analysis to three of
these documents.
a. On Friday 3 May 2009, Archbishop Burke delivered the
keynote address at the “National Catholic Prayer Breakfast”, attended by Catholics praying for the American nation. The title of this address was The teachings of the
Catholic Church20. The Prefect provides an analysis of
practices hostile to life, marriage and the family.
Denouncing bogus compassion in the actions of public
authorities, the Archbishop stresses that attacks against
life, marriage and the family are destroying the foundations on which the American nation is built and the nations attached to these foundations. He alerts Catholics –
physicians, politicians, businessmen, etc. – to respect the
natural law and the moral law at the heart of the Church's
teaching. The Archbishop urges us to prayer, fasting, confession and Holy Communion, asking the Lord to
enlighten our leaders. Special attention must be reserved
for young people attending Catholic universities and educational institutions. They must be prepared to recognize
that, where God is rejected, secularization and relativism
are paving the way for immoral laws and political programs. Conversely, it is necessary to put pressure on
electors and legislators to change laws which are gravely
unjust.
Finally, “the fact that a doctorate honoris causa has been
conferred by Notre-Dame University on a President who
aggressively promotes an agenda which is anti-life and
anti-family is a source of the utmost scandal".
b. On 18 September 2009, Archbishop Burke took the
floor at the XIVth Annual Partnership Dinner organized by
"Inside Catholic"21. On 26th September 2009 this speech
was published in the form of an article in Crisis Magazine
under the title "Reflections on the Struggle to Advance the
Culture of Life".
The Archbishop offers us an address of exceptional force.
Here, quoting freely, are some of the key sections of the
address:
“It is not possible to be a practicing Catholic while supporting the right to abortion or the right to marriage between persons of the same sex. We must recognize the
scandal given by Christians in public life who fail to ensure respect for the natural moral law. Such an omission
creates confusion and is misleading to the general public.
21. The text has been published on the website
www.insidecatholic.com and is dated 26 September 2009.
22. Cf. Luke 17, 1-2.
23. Code of Canon Law, 915;1184,§ 1, 3°
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By our actions and omissions, we can lead men and
women to evil and sin and cause serious harm to our
brothers, sisters and the nation. Our Lord was unequivocal in his condemnation of those who, by their actions,
give rise to true scandal, that is, those who plunge others
into confusion or lead them to sin22. This is why the discipline of the Church prohibits the giving of Holy Communion and the granting of a Church funeral to those who persist, after admonition, in grave violation of the moral law23.
Certainly, the Church confides every soul to the mercy of
God […], but that does not excuse her from proclaiming
the truth of the moral law. When a person has publicly
espoused and cooperated in sinful acts, […], his repentance of such actions must also be public.”
Calling things by their name, Archbishop Burke goes
straight to the heart of the problem:
“One sees the hand of the Father of Lies at work in the
disregard for the situation of scandal or in the ridicule and
even censure of those who experience scandal.”
c. On 29 September 2009 Archbishop Burke intervened in
defense of pro-life militants protesting against the scandal
of the media-hyped grandiose funeral celebrations for
Senator Ted Kennedy24. This "Catholic" Senator had frequently distinguished himself by his unacceptable positions with regard to respect for human life and the family.
Some Catholics, out of compassion for the Senator, vigorously attacked the pro-life and pro-family militants, accusing them, among other things, of damaging the unity of
the Church. The Archbishop's clarifying statement was
not long in coming:
“One of the ironies of the present situation is that the person who experiences scandal at the gravely sinful public
actions of a fellow Catholic is accused of a lack of charity
and of causing division within the unity of the Church.
“In a society whose thinking is governed by the 'tyranny of
relativism' and in which political correctness and human
respect are the ultimate criteria of what is to be done and
what is to be avoided, the notion of leading someone into
moral error makes little sense […]. What causes wonderment in such a society is the fact that someone fails to
observe political correctness and, thereby, seems to be

disruptive of the so-called peace of society. Lying or failing to tell the truth, however, is never a sign of charity."
An inescapable question
Pseudo-compassion, frequently invoked in favor of the
perpetrators of acts which are inherently wrong, such as
abortion, hence leads to scandal; it invites others into
grave sin. Scandal is the first thing to be avoided25.
Pseudo-compassion also leads to heresy and division
within the Church, because it incites the faithful to deviate
from a non-negotiable element of the doctrine of the
Church: the duty to respect innocent life. Pseudocompassion reinforces the movement towards the
"tyranny of relativism", observable in some pastors and/or
theologians. Ultimately, pseudo-compassion could lead to
a situation in which the Church's doctrine and natural morality would be the outcome of a procedure of consensus
based on compromise.
Some, misled by the pseudo-compassion extended to
those who publicly sin against life, regard the Church as
over-severe on these issues. The Church does not mince
its words: "Those upon whom the penalty of excommunication or interdict has been imposed or declared, and others who obstinately persist in manifest grave sin are not
to be admitted to Holy Communion”26. Now, if one recalls
the bogus and violent nature of pseudo-compassion, one
will immediately perceive that this severity is apparent
only, that it is actually a high expression of charity. It is an
urgent call to a change of life. Refusal to give Communion
for the reasons we have cited above is nothing more than
an expression of the love of the Church for the weakest
and an invitation to repentance, addressed to those who
run the risk of remaining shackled by their sins, and
shackling others.
A delicate, yet inescapable, question remains. Given that,
under the conditions described above, Holy Communion
is to be refused to a lay person, does the Code of Canon
Law impose suspension measures, on the twofold
grounds of scandal and heresy, on clergy who publicly
express pseudo-compassion for abortionists?
Louvain-la-Neuve, January 2010
As reported by Sandro Magister, Chiesa Online

24. Cf. article by John-Henry Westen, “A Vatican Archbishop: Kennedy
Funeral Critics Not Hurting Unity but Helping the Church”, on LifeSiteNews.com, 29 September 2009. The quotations are taken from
this article.
25. Luke 17 1 et seq.
26. Cf. Canon 915.

Natural law comes naturally to all except those who’ve
been culturally denatured by having their minds bent to
the denial of the obvious — Richard Neuhaus, 1987
as quoted in Social Justice Review,
Vol 101 No 1-2, 2010, p.26
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Additional Resources
- Dominican Family
 Calendar of Dominican Saints, Western Dominican
Province (Link)
 The Golden Legend (Aurea Legenda), Jacobus de
Voragine (Link)
 Munus Docendi, The Priest’s Duty To Teach, Catechesis of Benedict XVI (Link)
 Munus Sanctificandi, The Priest’s Duty to Sanctify,
Catechesis of Benedict XVI (Link)
 Munus Regendi, The Priest’s Duty to Govern, Catechesis of Benedict XVI (Link)



The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)
North American Lourdes Volunteers (Link)

- Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—call Claire Rogus,
(650) 570-7835
 Dominican Habit for the laity (did you know the Dominican Laity can be buried in the habit?) write:

It is said: 'Why should I confess my sins to a man, for the
priest is but a man? Why should in not tell them directly
to God? Why should a confessor stand between my God
and me?'

Dominican Monastery of Our Lady of the Rosary
Attn: Sr. Rose of St. Mary
335 Doat Street
Buffalo, NY 14211-2199

Why should a confessor stand between my God and
me? For the same reason that the human nature of
Christ stands between His divinity and me....
-Moods and Truths, Fulton Sheen

Large and Small
A normal mind looking at the vast expanse of the heavens is naturally led to the conception of an Omnipotent Being
Who threw them into space and endowed them with a law so that orb could pass by orb, and planet by planet, without
ever a hitch or halt. It is an abnormal mind that begins immediately to think of pettiness when it sees power; it is not
natural for a man who looks at a skyscraper to think of the littleness of the flea, but rather at the greatness of the mind
that conceived it. A great mural pointing that covers the side of a corridor does not make a sane man think of a dwarf,
but of an artist. When a modern mind stands amazed at the size of the cosmos and argues that even on this earth man
is “far outdistanced by the cockroach,” he is indulging in the same kind of fallacious reasoning that would make him
conclude that L’Enfant, who designed the city of Washington, is only an infant, because the city of Washington is bigger
and bulkier and therefore better than he is.
…the first false assumption underlying this type of anemic thinking [is] that greatness is to be measured by quantity
rather than by quality.
The cult of magnitude is driving the modern mind mad; it has so obscured its mental vision as to blind it to other dimensions than those of length, breadth, and thickness. It is well to remember that the contained is generally worth far more
than the container, even though the contained rattle around in the container like a diamond in a cracker-box. The really
great things of the world are not always the immense things…
Fulton Sheen, Old Errors and New Labels, 1931
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THE SHIELD OF TRUTH
Bl. Adrian Fortescue, 1539

Saint Hyacinth, was born in Poland in 1183. He was ordained a priest in Cracow. In 1217 he was sent to Rome,
where he met St. Dominic, joined the Dominican Order,
and received the habit from St. Dominic. He was the
brother of Blessed Chester.
The carving above our altar depicts an incident of his life
in Kijow. Having said Mass he was told that the Tartars
had invaded the city. Quickly he seized the ciborium containing the Blessed Sacrament and was about to leave
the church, when he heard: “Hyacinth, you have taken
my Son and you leave me behind?” To his amazement
the marble statue was as light as a feather as he carried
it to safety across the Dnieper on to Cracow. Here he
spent his last years of mission work and died in the ardor
of sanctity, August 15, 1257.
(A painting of St. Hyacinth was prepared by Zukolynski
for the second parish church. It was reproduced in a larger size – as seen in the sacristy – by Sister Stanisia in
1921. The semi–relief wood carving was prepared by an
unknown artist and installed on the altar in the late 20’ s.)

RICHARD LE FORT, for having saved the Conqueror’s
life at the Battle of Hastings by the shelter of his strong
shield, “Fort Escu” is regarded as the founder of the
Fortescue house, whose motto is “ Forte scutum salus
Ducum” - “A strong shield the safety of leaders.” Adrian,
born about 1476, in 1499 married Anne Stonor, heiress of
Stonor Park. He served in the French campaign of 1513
with Henry VIII, then a youth, when the French were
routed at the Battle of the Spurs, and became attached to
Henry s Court. He served again in France in 1523, and in
1533 assisted at the Coronation of Anne Boleyn, his first
cousin, for the Pope had not yet declared Catherine’s
marriage valid. But the oath of Supremacy in 1535
opened his eyes to Henry s pretensions. Though a soldier
and a courtier, he had always been true to his faith. In
1533 he had been admitted a Knight of St. John of Jerusalem, and in 1534 became a Dominican Tertiary. He unhesitatingly refused the oath, was arrested, attaindered,
and beheaded on Tower Hill, July 8, 1539, and the
Knights of his Order have always revered him as a martyr, and his picture is in the Church of St. John, Valetta,
with the martyr’s palm.
"His truth shall compass thee as a shield: thou shalt not
fear the terror of the night." Ps. XC 5.
Mementoes of The English Martyrs and Confessors,
Henry Sebastian Bowden of The Oratory, 1910

St. Hyacinth Basilica, Chicago
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Facing the Challenges to Faith in Christ Today:
The Dominican Way
XJ. Augustine Di Noia, O.P.
Introduction
Of the many challenges to faith in Christ today, I want to
consider this evening three of what I believe to be the biggest: what it means to call Christ the Savior, what it
means to be authentically human, and what it means to
be moral. I want to offer you some understanding of the
nature of these challenges, and at the same time to exemplify something of the way of approaching them that
has evolved within the Dominican tradition of theology
and spirituality.
Dominicans love to tell the story of how St. Dominic spent
the whole night in conversation with an innkeeper in order
to dissuade him from his Albigensian errors—an instance
of what Pope Benedict recently called “intellectual charity.” The Holy Father devoted a Wednesday catechesis to
the vocation of the Franciscans and Dominicans who
“were not only witnesses but also teachers.” There was a
“widespread need in their time for religious instruction.
Many of the lay faithful who dwelled in rapidly expanding
cities wanted to live an intensely spiritual Christian life.
They therefore sought to deepen their knowledge of the
faith and to be guided in the demanding but exciting path
of holiness” (Benedict XVI 2010a, 11). The Pope went on
to say that “Today too a ‘charity of and in the truth’ exists,
an ‘intellectual charity’ that must be exercised to enlighten
minds and to combine faith with culture.
“The dedication of the Franciscans and Dominicans in the
medieval universities is an invitation…to make ourselves
present in the places where knowledge is tempered so as
to focus the light of the Gospel, with respect and conviction, on the fundamental questions that concern Man, his
dignity and his eternal destiny” (ibid., 12).
The intellectual charity, of which Pope Benedict speaks,
requires that we take seriously the intellectual challenges
and questions people pose in their struggle to understand
their Catholic faith. When the challenges are at least in
part intellectual, when issues of the correct meaning of
Catholic faith are involved, when misunderstandings of
what it is that the Church proposes can block the way to
the encounter with the living God, or to faith in Christ, or
to participation in the liturgical worship of the Church, or
to a life of faithful discipleship, and so on—in these situations, we need to engage the questions people have and
reason through them in a serious way.
St. Thomas Aquinas tried so hard to understand positions
with which he did not agree that he was said to be able to
formulate them more forcefully than their proponents
could. Only then did he set out to respond to them. This is
what I mean by taking the intellectual challenges to faith
seriously.

Our reasoning has to be based on solid theological principles and to operate within a vision of the Catholic faith in
its integrity and interconnectedness. There needs to be
an active grasp of the fundamental intelligibility of faith—
the truth about God is luminous, and endlessly so, and
the difficulties lie more in the weakness of our capacities
than in the alleged obscurity of divine revelation.
St. Dominic understood this and demanded that study
have a central place in the formation and life of his friars.
In a subsequent Wednesday catechesis devoted to St.
Dominic, Pope Benedict observed that “with a courageous gesture, Dominic wanted his followers to acquire a
sound theological training and did not hesitate to send
them to the universities of the time….The Constitutions of
the Order of Preachers give great importance to study as
a preparation for the apostolate. Dominic wanted his Friars to devote themselves to it without reserve, with diligence and with piety” (Benedict XVI 2010 b, 11).
This intellectual charity is deeply embedded in the Dominican heart. “Dominic, who wished to found a religious
Order of theologianpreachers, reminds us that theology
has a spiritual and pastoral dimension that enriches the
soul and life…. [T]he motto of the Friars Preachers—
contemplata aliis tradere—helps us to discover a pastoral
yearning in the contemplative study of this truth because
of the need to communicate to others the fruit of one’s
own contemplation” (ibid.).
In addition to the mission to convert the Albigensians
(which he received from the pope) and the mission ad
gentes (to those who do not yet know Jesus), St. Dominic
embraced “the mission to those who lived in the cities,
especially the university cities where the new intellectual
trends were a challenge to the faith of the cultured” (ibid.).
In order to do this effectively, we have to avoid the temptation to fudge—to adapt the Catholic faith so as to make
it palatable to modern tastes and expectations. This socalled “accommodationist” approach generally fails. There
is a risk in this approach that the Christian message becomes indistinguishable from everything else on offer in
the market stalls of secularized religious faith: “In the
powerful yet soft secularizing totalitarianism of distinctively modern culture, our greatest enemy is…the
Church’s ‘own internal secularisation’ which, when it occurs, does so through the ‘…largely unconscious’ adoption of the ‘ideas and practices’ of seemingly ‘benign adversaries’” (Nichols 2008, 141). Facing the challenges to
faith demands a robust sort of reasoning. No one in his or
her right mind will be interested in a faith about which its
exponents seem too embarrassed to communicate forthrightly. We have to be convinced that the fullness of the
truth and beauty of the message about Jesus Christ is
powerfully attractive when it is communicated without
apologies or compromise.
(Continued on next page )
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Why we need the Savior who is not just any savior
The first challenge concerns Jesus Christ himself. The
most fundamental and prevalent misunderstanding of the
Catholic faith that we face today is the notion that it is arrogant to claim that Jesus Christ is the unique mediator of
salvation. To ascribe a uniquely salvific role to Jesus
Christ seems to constitute a denial of the salvific role of
other religious founders and thus could be an affront to
their communities. The origins of this difficulty lie deep in
the mentality of post-Enlightenment modernity and its
multifarious theological progeny. According to this mentality, all religions express some experience of the absolute
or ultimate or transcendent reality—however it is named
and described—that encompasses worldly existence. No
religion can claim to possess a privileged description of a
reality incomprehensible and ineffable to all equally, nor
to afford unique access to a realm in principle available to
all equally. We might call this mentality and the religious
outlook it fosters the culture of pluralism.
In order to confront this challenge, we need in the first
place to make clear that our faith in Christ’s uniqueness
does not entail a devaluation of the world’s religions. The
religions of the world are monuments to the human
search for God. As such, they are worthy of respect and
study because of the immense cultural richness of their
witness to the desire for God planted in every human
heart.
But the Christian faith attests not only to the human
search for God, but principally to God’s search for us. And
what God wants to share with us is nothing less than a
communion of life, a share or participation in the divine
trinitarian life. This is the basic starting point for understanding the unique role of Jesus Christ in the salvation of
the human race. For the idea that God wants to share the
communion of his life with persons who are not God cannot come from anyone but God himself. The initiative here
comes from God’s side, both to reconcile us because of
sin and to make possible a kind of life that would not only
be impossible for us but unthinkable as well.
Salvation in this comprehensive sense is not something
that can be arranged or organized by human beings. It
cannot come from the created order, for the created order
has neither the resources to achieve nor the imagination
to conceive such a destiny for human persons.
Arians, neo-Arians and their fellow travelers throughout
history are willing to acknowledge that Jesus is a savior
but then it seems that “salvation is nothing more than a
minor adjustment internal to the contingent order. Salvation is something that one creature performs in relation to
others” (Torrance 2001, 57).

Given that salvation in the Christian sense of the term
involves both reconciliation of sinners and the elevation of
creaturely persons to a new kind of life, it cannot come
from within this world. Saviors are a dime a dozen when
one fails to grasp what’s really at stake. We need to be
delivered not just from error, or suffering, or desire, or
injustice, or poverty. To understand what the Christian
faith means and promises by salvation, we must grasp
the peril of the human condition as well as the glory that is
human destiny in the economy of salvation.
God desires nothing less than to share his life with us. If
the salvation that the triune God wills for the entire human
race entails communion with the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, then the creaturely and sinful obstacles to this communion must be overcome. It has never been claimed of
anyone but Jesus Christ that he could and did overcome
these obstacles, and that he could and did make us sharers in his divine life. Through him we are both healed of
sin and raised to an adoptive participation in the life of the
Blessed Trinity—and nothing less.
The obstacles to this participation are either overcome or
not. If they are not overcome, then Christians have nothing for which to hope, for themselves or for others. In that
case, they will hawk an empty universal salvation on the
highways of the world. If Christians abandon the proclamation of Christ’s unique mediatorship as the divine, onlybegotten Son of the Father, they will have no other mediatorship with which to replace it. We need the Savior
who is not just any savior.
How persons who are not now explicit believers in Christ
can actually come to share in the salvation that God desires for the human race and that Christ alone makes
possible is too large a topic for this evening’s paper.
But if Christians—in the wholly admirable desire to be
respectful of non-believers—no longer confess Christ’s
unique mediatorship in making ultimate communion with
the Blessed Trinity a real possibility for created persons,
then the problem of how non-Christians can share in it is
not resolved: it simply evaporates. For Christians to have
a truly universal hope and confidence in the salvation of
persons who are not Christians, they have to affirm the
unique role of Christ in bringing this salvation about, not
just for Christians but for others as well.
Why we need Christ to become authentically human
A second challenge concerns what it means to be human.
Here the fundamental misunderstanding that blocks the
path of many people is shaped by what has been called
the culture of authenticity. This is the idea that somehow
(Continued on next page)
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being a Christian involves giving up or suppressing what
is uniquely human in each one of us and accepting an
external criterion or measure which is alien to one’s true
self.

transformation accomplished in us by the Holy Spirit, it
can only mean that in being conformed to him, we each
discover and realize our unique identities as persons.
This is an immense and almost astonishing claim.

Like the aforementioned culture of pluralism, the supporting matrix of ideas behind this sense that “each of us has
an original way of being human” (Taylor 1992, 28) is an
ingrained feature of modernity and penetrates popular
culture at every level. Though it appears to be a form of
moral relativism, this expressive individualism actually
functions as a kind of moral ideal for many people: “[T]he
soft relativism that seems to accompany the ethic of authenticity [asserts]: let each person do their own
thing….One shouldn’t criticise the others’ values, because
they have a right to live their own life as you do. The sin
which is not tolerated is intolerance” (Taylor 2007, 484).

“If a man wants to be my disciple, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants
to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for
my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains
the whole world but loses his life? Or what will he give in
return for his life?” (Matthew 16:24-26). Here Christ asserts, in effect, that each person will find his or her true
self only by being conformed to Him.

Not only is it immoral to be intolerant of the values of others. It is immoral to allow the “authority” of some extrinsic
measure to displace one’s authentic self. Fundamental to
this “moral ideal” is the understanding “that each of us
has his/her own way of realizing our humanity, and that it
is important to find and live out one’s own, as against surrendering to conformity with a model imposed on us from
outside, by society, or the previous generation, or religious and political authority” (Taylor 2007, 475).
These ideas pose a considerable challenge to a true understanding of what Christian discipleship really entails for
every human being. In response, the first thing that needs
to be affirmed follows directly from Christ’s unique mediatorship. To become sharers in the communion of divine
life, we must become like the Son so that the Father sees
and loves in us what he sees and loves in Christ. We become conformed to Christ in order to be “at home” in the
shared life of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
But the conformation to Christ that is the principle of our
transformation is not a slavish conformity to a model but
the realization of our distinctive and unique personal identity. This must be so for otherwise the communion with
the Blessed Trinity to which this transformation is ordered
could not be achieved. The image of God in us consists
precisely in the spiritual capacities of knowing and loving
that make interpersonal communion possible. To claim—
as does expressive individualism—that each person has
an original way of being human is not to deny that each
person shares a human nature which can be described as
ensouled bodiliness and is characterized by a range of
capacities, including the capacities to know and love other
persons.
In the Christian understanding, authentic interpersonal
communion presupposes the full realization, not the absorption or suppression, of the individual persons who
enter into it. Thus, if Christ is to be the pattern for the
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In ordinary experience, this would be an outrageous thing
to say. None of us, whether as teachers or parents or
pastors—no matter how inflated our conceptions of ourselves or how confident our sense of our abilities—would
ever dare to say to anyone in our charge that they will find
their true selves only by imitating us. Yet this is precisely
what Christ asserts. In effect this means that an indefinite
number of persons will realize their distinctive identities by
being conformed to Christ. Only the Son of God could
make such a claim on us. Only the perfect image of God
who is the Person of the Son could constitute the principle
and pattern for the transformation and fulfillment of every
human person who has ever lived. The more we are conformed to his image, the more authentically do we become our true selves.
Pope Benedict made this point in the stirring peroration to
his sermon at the inauguration of his pontificate: “If we let
Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely
nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and great. No!
Only in this friendship are the doors of life opened wide.
Only in this friendship is the great potential of human existence truly revealed. Only in this friendship do we experience beauty and liberation.”
Why the moral law is good for us
The third challenge I want to consider concerns the moral
life. It is the idea that the moral law is a more or less arbitrary constraint in which certain things are permitted and
certain things are forbidden, irrespective of the bearing of
these injunctions on human goodness and flourishing.
This idea has a very long history stretching back to the
nominalist moral theology that took hold in the fourteenth
century and has remained influential ever since. It served
to foster what came to be regarded and experienced as a
culture of legalism in Catholic moral theology that was
decisively rejected by the Magisterium in the encyclical
Veritatis Splendor.
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A legalist perspective on the moral life creates a significant challenge to authentic Christian existence. Following
the lead of Veritatis Splendor, it is of critical importance in
addressing this challenge to insist on the priority of the
categories of good and evil for assessing the rightness
and wrongness of particular actions.
Legalistic moral systems insist or at least imply that actions are good (and thus right) because permitted, and
bad (and thus wrong) because forbidden.
But authentic Catholic moral teaching maintains that a
certain course of action is forbidden and wrong because it
is bad for the agent, while another course of action is permitted and right because it is good for the agent. The
commandments do not simply lay down requirements that
are indifferent vis a vis their impact on human goodness
and happiness.
In legalistic moral doctrine, the principal virtue is obedience: one obeys the commandments, whatever the content, because they are enjoined by God. In classic Catholic moral theology, the observance of the commandments
is meant to foster the specific virtues with which they are
concerned and thus the overall good of the human moral
agent. In other words, the commandments of the moral
law treat primarily of good and evil rather than of the permitted and the forbidden. They thus express an order established by divine wisdom—as St. Thomas Aquinas insisted—in which the moral law accords with the divinely
created finalities of human nature and is given to make
human beings good and virtuous.
To use an analogy of which St. Paul might approve, the
commandments are more like an athlete’s daily exercise
and diet regime than they are like the traffic laws. Traffic
regulations require that we stop on red and go on green,
but it could just as well be the other way around. But the
athlete follows the daily regime enjoined by his or her
coach in order to achieve and maintain a certain level of
performance otherwise unattainable. There is a fit between the regime and the results. The moral law is like
that. It contains non-arbitrary injunctions that guide us
steadily toward the good in every action and thus toward
our ultimate Good.
At this point, we might turn to St. Augustine, and particularly to his Confessions, to understand what is involved in
this authentically Catholic understanding of the moral law.
St. Augustine frequently invites his readers to consider
the things that they have desired and the things that they
desire now—to consider, in effect, the experience of desire.
When we have thought about things that we have desired
and sought, St. Augustine asks us to acknowledge that, in

the end, we have often lost interest and become bored
with these very things, and that we then move on to seeking other things. For St. Augustine, this observation is not
so much a cause for lament as it is an occasion of insight.
In pondering the experience of desire, we learn something very important about ourselves: no good thing that
we have wanted and even possessed can finally quench
desire itself, because we are made for the uncreated
Good which is God himself in whom our desire finally
rests.
This means, of course, that the good things of this
world—and all the more so, the good of other persons—
far from being obstacles in our quest for ultimate happiness, point us to the Good itself which is their source and
in which they share. If we do not love the good things of
this world, how shall we be able to love their Maker? The
triune God, who made us for himself and who wants to
share the communion of trinitarian love with us, uses the
good things of this world to lead us to him who is, we
could say, Goodness itself. The danger—and, sometimes,
the tragedy—of human existence is to desire and love the
created good as if it were divine, to invest an absolute
value in what cannot finally satisfy the human heart.
There is always the possibility that we will hang our hearts
on things that cannot bear the weight. That is what sin is.
But—through the guidance of the moral law and the assistance of divine grace—rightly ordered desire and love
of the good things of this world and the good of other persons is already a participation in the Good which is God
himself. These lessons from St. Augustine help us to
grasp a point that Pope Benedict makes in his encyclical
Deus Caritas Est.
There we learn that eros is meant to lead us to agape, to
the love of God and to the love of one another in God.
Pope Benedict resists absolutely the misreading, sometimes perverse, that claims to see in Christian faith the
suppression of the ordinary fulfillments of human earthly
life, particularly human intimacy and love, in favor of a
good beyond life. On the contrary, for Christian faith the
whole range of human desire—or, to use more technical
language, the inclination to the good embedded in the
very structure of human existence—finds it complete fulfillment in the love of the triune God, and nothing less.
Although Pope Benedict does not use this expression in
the encyclical, we might call this unity of and continuity
between eros and agape “the sanctification of desire.” It is
to this end that the moral law directs us.
***
Not all challenges to faith are intellectual in nature, of
course, but this evening we have been considering the
sorts of challenges that can be reasoned through. In par(Continued on next page)
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ticular, we considered some specific intellectual challenges that people may face in understanding their Catholic faith today.
We have seen something of the nature of these challenges as well as something of the Dominican way of approaching them.
St. Bernard used to say that the mysteries demand worship not scrutiny. Dominicans would certainly agree, but
they are inclined to add that scrutiny can be a form of
worship.
Moreover, they resist the temptation to cry “it’s a mystery”
prematurely. Sometimes the response “it’s a mystery” is
just a cover for theological ignorance on the part of people who should know better. In our conversations with
those who have questions about the Catholic faith, it is a
mistake to cry “mystery” when some explanation is available and needed. In this way, we can help them to encounter Christ, “the most precious good that the men and
women of every time and every place have the right to
know and love!” (Benedict XVI 2010 b, 11).
To know and love. In the end, love has a critical role to
play in the resolution of the intellectual challenges to faith
today. As St. Augustine beautifully put it: “For that cannot
be loved that is altogether unknown. But when what is
known, in however small a measure, is also loved, by the
same love, one is led on to a better and fuller knowledge.
If, then, you grow in the love that the Holy Spirit spreads
abroad in your hearts, He will teach you all truth….So
shall the result be, that not from outward teachers will you
learn those things…but you will be taught by God, so that
the very things that you have learned and believed by
means of lessons and sermons supplied from without…
your minds themselves may have the power to perceive” (Elowsky 2007, 205).
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An Age of Intellectual Confusion
We are living therefore in a period of true spiritual decadence, when, so to speak, all the columns of the temple
of values (having been afflicted with vertigo) have collapsed. In other words, there has been an overthrow of
the values on which every human life is built. The elimination of the divine has made us conscious of a radical
crisis resulting from all our spiritual and moral values being literally emptied into the void. A kind of angst (dread
anxiety) then seizes the individual for, just as a river can
no longer flow if cut off from its source, or a lamp can no
longer give light once separated from its conductor-wire,
so man can not live without God, his origin and his end.
It is the ruin of the intellect which leads to the ruin of man
and his destruction - after first leading him to despair.
Such a fate is inevitable when, after the great Luciferian
and Nietzschean cry of "God is Dead" (revived by the
German philosophers and their 20th century emulators),
we fail to hearken to all the signs given by that "God who
will come again".

Faith is the mental disposition through which eternal life
starts up in us, causing our mind to assent to what it
does not see.
- St. Thomas Aquinas
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Holy Rosary, Portland
We welcome our new Spiritual Directer, Father Vincent
Benoit, OP !
We also welcome the new prayer members into our chapter from Ashland since their chapter is dissolving. Our
prioress, Mary Halvorson, is traveling to Ashland the
second weekend in June to have them sign our profession book and officially make them part of our chapter.
We thank these new members and all of our prayer members for their ongoing prayer support:
Diane Albano,
Eleanor Geddes,
Connie Hendrycks,
John Hendrycks,
Lou Paxton,
Jennifer Snoozy,
Maury Glassy,
Rosemary Harvey,

life professed 6-2-07
life professed 1-7-95
life professed 2-1-03
life professed 2-1-03
life professed 1-5-02
life professed 5-22-10
life professed 1-7-95
life professed 1-7-95

De Profundis
St. Joseph's Chapter Treasurer Frank Dirksen's mother
passed on and we ask prayers for the repose of the soul
of Rita Dirksen and for her family.
Ailene Wilhelm OPL
It is with great sadness to report that one of our long
standing chapter members has passed away on April 24
2010. Dr. Suzanne Tumblin, OPL, had been suffering
from MS for several years, and had been in assisted living in Ojai, CA, for the past two years. Her memorial is
going to be in Ventura, CA, where most of her family
lives.
We will pray the Office of the Dead in her memory at the
professed meeting on Sunday June 12. We will also
arrange for a Mass to be held for her at the Newman
Center later this month.

We hope they can join us for our meetings whenever any
of them come up to Portland.

ErikPytlak, OPL

We have four Inquirers interested in joining the chapter as
we begin a new year of formation.

St. Dominic's Chapter prayer member Mary Bisetti OPL,
passed away May 3. The Office of the Dead was prayed
in Chapter for her.

Two members, Mary Vaetz and Mary Gideon, attended
the Carmelite retreat in April. The chapter is hoping to
have a Day of Recollection in a few months for members
who were unable to make the retreat. The date will depend on Father Vincent's schedule.
Barbara Quinn is graduating from Marylhurst University
in June with a Masters of Divinity. She is presenting a
colloquium on her thesis, which is on early Christian desert spirituality, on June 5th and invited chapter members
to attend. Her graduation is June 19th.
At our June meeting we will be finishing the study of Pope
Benedict XVI's encyclical letter Spe Salvi (On Christian
Hope) and will be deciding on our next area of study for
ongoing formation.

Roger Vignocchi

Requiescat in pace
Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento
Our Lenten Day of Recollection was held on March 20th,
led once again by our outstanding religious assistant, Fr.
Brendan McAnerney, OP, who led us in a series of reflections on the Passion of Christ, several related writings
from the Church Fathers, and the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass.

Sick report: Barbara Pommier, Joyce Timberman, Dick
Cloud, Joanne Moore.
We are organizing teams of two to visit the sick members
of our chapter each month to pray the office and bring
communion when possible so they can continue to feel
included in the chapter and Dominican Laity.
Roberta Powell OPL

On April 24th Fr. Bryan
Kromholtz, OP, graciously
visited Sacramento and presented a wonderful two-part
talk, "Giving Us Hell: Is Hell
'Good News?" Afterward he
fielded diverse questions for
the group. This was followed
by Vespers and the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass. Thank
you to Chef Joe Liberatore
for preparing a gourmet Italian dinner complete with delicious wines and a Leath(Continued on next page)

Truth Be Told 11

Page 25

Jul-Aug 2010

From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

erby’s ice cream sundae bar in honor of Fr. Bryan’s visit.
This opportunity for prolonged community building was
much appreciated by all. Thanks, Fr. Bryan and Chef Liberatore!

for coming to witness our Lay Dominican Rites and to
welcome new members to our Dominican family.
Several of our members will drive to San Francisco on
June 25th to attend the presbyteral ordination Mass of
four Dominicans. We’re excited to have this opportunity
to witness this blessed liturgy with our new friar priests.
May God bless them as their begin their lives in the ministerial priesthood. Holy Father Dominic, pray for them!
The Sacramento Lay Dominicans pray that everyone has
a blessed and joyful summer. Blessings of the Risen Lord
to all of our fellow Lay Dominicans!
Jenny Patten, OPL and Catherine Liberatore, OPL
St. Thomas Aquinas, Las Vegas

Group in attendance of presentation by Fr. Bryan Kromholtz, OP.

Three members of our chapter met for Mass on May 13th
to mark our chapter’s patronal feast day, that of the Feast
of Mary, Mother of the Blessed Sacrament. Hail Mary,
Sweet Mother of the Eucharist, pray for us.
Our chapter concluded its year of studies of the role of the
laity in the Catholic Church according to Vatican II and
Pope John Paul II during its monthly meetings on May 1st
and June 5th. Those in formation also completed Year II
of Dominican formation and anticipate next year’s focus
on Dominican spirituality and the Four Pillars.
The Sacramento Lay Dominicans welcomed new members Steve Gorran, OPL, and Anna Marie
Gshwandtner, OPL, to the Dominican family at Holy
Family Church in Citrus Heights, CA on Sunday, May
30th during the 12:30 P.M. Mass. Additionally, one member, Andrea Nafrada, OPL, made her Profession for Life,
while two more made their First Professions, Jenny
Patten, OPL, and Catherine Liberatore, OPL. A small
luncheon reception followed in the Parish Hall. Thank
you to all who sacrificed their time to attend this liturgy.
We enjoyed this opportunity to get to know the families of
our chapter members better and to celebrate these special milestones on our Dominican paths with our loved
ones.
The Sign of Peace following the
Rites: Thank you to Fr. Brendan
McAnerney, OP, and to our local
Dominican Sisters of Mary,
Mother of the Eucharist (Sr.
Maximilian Marie, OP, Sr. Ave
Maria, OP, Sr. Mary Grace,
OP, & Sr. Maria Caritas, OP)
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The St Thomas Aquinas group meets at the St. Thomas
Auqinas Newman Center at UNLV. In the fall 6 will begin
their inquiry year. At that time a permanent name for the
group will be decided on. The inquiry program meets on
the last Saturday of the month, and the ongoing formation
group meets weekly for Liturgy of the Hours at St. Elizabeth. Efforts are being made for recruiting and a focus on
study.
Our community in formation has been working towards
permanent status for 24 months. We have had many visitors and a few have returned to begin the inquiry year this
fall. Over the past two years our community in formation
has engaged in several activities throughout Las Vegas
area in effort to attract new members and to grow our
community experience. We have met for Liturgy of Hours
in several parishes and at the Newman Center at UNLV.
Our gathering at St. Elizabeth appears to attract the most
participation. We will continue this effort once each week
along with meeting at St. Bridget, downtown Las Vegas
each week at the novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
followed by Mass and Liturgy of the Hours on Wednesday. Several of our members teach religion classes for
our perspective perishes. These are our individual apostolates. Our community in formation will be selecting a
group apostolate this fall. Until now, we were advised to
concentrate on community development as out group
apostolate.
(Continued on next page)

It is better to limp along the way than stride along off the
way. For a man who limps along the way, even if he
makes slow progress, comes to the end of the way; but
one who is off the way, the more quickly he runs, the
further away is he from his goal.
- St. Augustine
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Several of our members have requested group prayers
for loved ones. One member's spouse is faced with the
debilitating Parkinson Disease. We pray for Ron and
Irene, that this illness is abated and a cure is found to
help the millions of people so afflicted. Another member
recently requested prayer for employment. Joe requested
prayers for a decision he must make regarding an opportunity... to make the correct decision and better fulfill
God's will in his life. All of our members pray for the wisdom to follow God's will throughout our day, and to be an
example of God's Love for all that we meet.
Dan Morin OPL
St. Albert, Oakland
The St. Albert Chapter started the June meeting with the
reception of two inquirers who were received by the new
prior, Fr. Reginald Martin OP, and Moderator Gloria Escalona and Formation Director, Anne Regan. It was a
joyous occasion for Evangeline Carlos who who took St.
Martin dePorres as her patron and for Judy Wang who
chose St. Catherine of Siena as hers. Each received both
the large and small scapular and the scapular medal and
a round of hugs from all of us.
Gloria took her turn presenting her apostolate work. She
is a nurse by profession, working to check standards of
nursing homes in the greater Bay Area but that is just part
of her life. She attended the St. Catherine workshop to
discern the best use of her gifts. She has been a choir
member since junior high school and continues to be one
at St. Anthony Parish in San Francisco where she is also
the Mass coordinator. She was part of the Veritas III mission to Iraq and that trip has had a great influence on her
life. She met many Iraqis, saw how Dominicans live under the pressures of Muslim society. Since returning, she
has spoken to many groups about her experiences. She
noted that the Dominicans have given her many opportunities she otherwise would not have had, broadened her
horizons and enabled her to speak in numerous nonCatholic churches and visit mosques. Gloria has just
finished training for with a Grace Community group which
is working to establish the concept of a "parish nurse"
who will advocate health concerns, physical, spiritual, and
family assessments and work to maintain and promote
the health of the congregation. It has begun to be utilized
by various non-Catholic churches but so far, mostly due
to budget constraints, has not yet taken root in Catholic
communities. She answered many questions after her
presentation.
The members then broke up into four groups to give their
definition of the current chapter apostolate. There was
agreement that our chapter serves mainly to strengthen
and encourage in the many and varied apostolates
among our members. The second charge was to deter-
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mine what would be the ongoing formation program for
the next year. Each group reported out their thoughts and
these were shared with all members. The winning category was to learn more about the history of Dominican
Laity through the centuries and its mission in various
countries. it was left to the council to work on the particulars of the program.
The next item was to respond to a survey on the knowledge, use and effectiveness of "Truth Be Told" as well as
suggestions for future issues. When collated, Ellen
Logue as LPC representative will report results to the
Executive Committee of the LPC before its general meeting in July.
We look forward to our July meeting when Frank Sanchez, an active Catholic layman in many areas and a
member of "Toastmasters" will give us hints on how to
make good presentations in various situations It will
sharpen our preaching skills. We have invited all members of the Lay Provincial Council who are able to stay
after their meeting as well as members of Bay Area chapters to join us on July 13th.
Gloria shared with the membership the final version of
"Guidelines for New Members of the Chapter Council"
that been worked on for several years and finally approved by the chapter council at its last meeting. It will be
made available to other chapters who wish to use it to
help their council know duties of council members on behalf of their chapter. It is to be a constantly evolving piece
of work that we hope will help any and every new council
member know what to do and by what deadline so that
little chapter time is spent on business and more will be
devoted to program.
We look forward, too, to the ordination of five of our brothers on 25 June at St. Dominic Parish in San Francisco
and also to the first profession of two of our members on
St. Dominic Day this August. We are blessed to have an
active and growing membership who support the chapter
in its endeavors.
Ellen Logue OPL
St. Dominic, Eagle Rock
St. Dominic Chapter had its June meeting one week early
to avoid Father's Day.
We prayed the Office of Dead for prayer member Mary
Bisetti. We also joined the parish in saying good bye to
Pastor Raymond Finnerty, who will take up a new assignment at St. Andrew's Newman Center in Riverside.
Roger Vignocchi
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St. Louis De Montfort
One day, when Saint Mechtilde was praying and trying to
think of some way in which she could express her love of
the Blessed Mother better than she had done before, she
fell into ecstasy.
Our Lady appeared to her with the Angelic Salutation in
flaming letters of gold upon her bosom and said to the
saint, “My daughter, I want you to know that no one can
please me more than by saying the salutation, which the
Most Adorable Trinity sent to me and by which He raised
me to the dignity of Mother of God. “By the word Ave,
which is the name for Eve, I learned that in His infinite
power God had preserved me from all sin and its attendant misery that Eve had been subject to.
“The name Mary, which means ‘lady of light,’ shows that
God has filled me with wisdom and light, like a shining
star, to light up heaven and Earth.

Bl. Margaret of Castello, Boise
The Blessed Margaret of Castello Chapter at the June
meeting focused on the Virtue of Truth, with presentations
from the Summa and natural law followed by a colloquium
on the difference between Truth and Honesty.
Lt. Col Paul O’Leary, OPL, serving in the United States
Army, and Alane Cleven, an American civilian schoolteacher, entered into holy matrimony in Stuttgart, Germany. Mark Gross, OPL, traveled to Germany for the
occasion to represent the chapter at the wedding and
serve as best man. When Fr. Stanley, an Army chaplain,
was unexpectedly delayed for 40 minutes, Major Paul
jokingly ordered him to drop and give him 20 pushups in
reparation. Father gave him 21 pushups, thus complying
– Army-style – with the Gospel injunction to walk two
miles with the man who asks you to walk one. After the
nuptials, Mark traveled with Paul to Lourdes as part of a
military pilgrimage and took a plunge in the baths. The
pilgrimage included overnight stops at Nevers and Ars in
France, where the group had mass in the presence of the
incorrupt bodies of St. Bernadette Soubirous (photo opposite) and St. John Vianney (photo, page 8).

“The words full of grace remind me that the Holy Spirit
has showered so many graces upon me that I am able to
give these graces in abundance to those who ask for
them through me as Mediatrix.
“When people say The Lord is with thee, they renew the
indescribable joy that was mine when the Eternal Word
became incarnate in my womb.
“When you say to me blessed art thou among women, I
praise Almighty God’s divine mercy, which lifted me to
this exalted plane of happiness.
“And at the words blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus,
the whole of heaven rejoices with me to see my Son Jesus Christ adored and glorified for having saved mankind.”
The Secret of the Rosary, St Louis de Montfort

Lydia Brown, OPL, our member in the Idaho Panhandle,
has a long trip to come down for our chapter meetings, so
in June, the chapter came to her for a retreat at her home
near Moscow, Idaho. Among the highlights of the retreat
was Mass according to the 1962 Missal with Fr. Michael
Irwin, FSSP, at St. Augustine’s, the University of Idaho’s
Newman Center. Fr. Irwin entered the Dominican Third
Order in 1962 in Dallas, and served many years as Promoter of the Dominican Laity in the Central Province.
Anita Moore OPL
St Bernadette Soubirours as she appears today. Nevers, France
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Hi Mark,
Thank you for putting my email on the subscription distribution list for Truth Be Told. I look forward to reading your
newsletter!
I am a Catholic, married, mother of two young boys, living
in Chapel Hill North Carolina (Baptist country!:). I feel I
have been called to deepen my faith by joining a Third
Order. I am very excited about all I have read concerning
the Third Order Dominicans. I attend my first meeting in
June!
Please keep me in your prayers!
Sharon Theil
—

I also pray that her feast day in the Order will be moved to
30 May, which is when she is celebrated in the Czech
republic - and, of course, the day of special pilgrimages to
and celebrations in Jablonné. I write this in the hope that
others, too, may be inspired to pray (and ask the Master
of the Order) for the same thing...
Thanks for keeping me on your mailing list for TBT.

Dear Mark,

(Mr.) Jan Frederik Solem OP
Oslo, Norway

I was very pleased to discover an article by Catherine
Liberatore on St. Zdislava of Lemberk in TBT #10. She's
my favourite saint, by whom I was taken by surprise and
deeply touched (in the same way as others have been
before me) the first time I visited her relics in Jablonné v
Podještedí in Northern Bohemia. I never planned to go
there, I just came along on a little pilgrimage that was part
of the programme of an international Lay Dominican
meeting organized in 1997 by one of the L.D. fraternities
in Prague.
It may be of interest to your readers that Zdislava's husband is known in Czech as 'Havel' – while 'Gallus' is the
Latinized version. Yep, just like the first post-communist
Czech president Vaclav Havel, whose surname was used
as a first name in ancient times:-)
There is an information site for St. Zdislava here:
www.zdislava.cz—I suppose some information may be
gleaned from the Czech text by using Google Translate or
something like that, but you can find several photo galleries there as well. Pictures of the basilica of St. Laurence
& St. Zdislava, the town of Jablonné, the wellspring of St.
Zdislava, and castle Lemberk.
St. Zdislava is the patron saint of Czech families, and
therefore an important saint for the pro-life movement in
the Czech republic. She's also the patron saint of the
Czech Dominican province = the Province of St. Zdislava.
There is even a Congregation (Dominican sisters) of St.
Zdislava, whose motherhouse in Brno lies in Veverí street
– the street leading out of Brno, in the direction of castle
Veverí (castle of squirrels!) where this Moravian girl grew
up before being wedded to lord Havel in the (now Dominican) church of St. Michael in Brno.
I pray that St. Zdislava will be named as the third patron
of Lay Dominican fraternities (besides St. Catherine of
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Siena and Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati) - what distinguishes
us most from the friars and nuns is that we are often married with children, and so why have we only unmarried
patrons?:-) Lady Zdislava was a model Lay Dominican –
wife, mother of four, founder and sponsor of a Dominican
priory and several churches, feeding the poor, visiting
prisoners, healing the sick, resurrecting the dead, and
praying the hours.

—
Hi Mark,
I just started the Inquiry period with the St. Thomas Aquinas chapter of the Dominican Laity in Charlottesville, VA.
I was just looking at formation info and ran across your
website. I was interested to see that your formation is a
little different than ours and then I was interested in your
newsletter.
I am interested in gaining a sense of the Dominican Laity
in a broader way during my inquiry period.
Thanks again so much.
Pam Pilch
Richmond, VA
—
Hi Mark,
I am looking into the 3rd order. I met them last week here
in Menlo Park and had a good feeling so I want to keep
going.
God bless,
Penelope Boldrick
The peace of Christ – not the approval of some clique or
other; the fullness of his message – not the comforting
group-think of the majority. We are wrong to make ‘us’
the journey because then we run the risk of making ourselves its goal. That would indeed be sad – to arrive at
my destination and find only ‘me’.
- Fr John Speekman
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So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of
Wisdom in souls.
The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

Mary, our mother

If only mortals would learn how great it
is to possess divine grace, how beautiful, how noble, how precious. How
many riches it hides within itself, how
many joys and delights! No one would
complain about his cross or about troubles that may happen to him, if he
would come to know the scales on
which they are weighed when they are
distributed to men.
St. Rose of Lima

And mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,
Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,
Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,
Let those who have drifted
Hear your call,
And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!
Pope John Paul II
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mark.gross.opl@gmail.com
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Boise, ID 83702


Please notify by email if you would like to
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There is no subscription fee.
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on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter). Deadline for
contributions is one week before the end of the month
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).
Editor – Mark Gross

Let us, then, not light the lamp by
contemplation and action, only to put
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean,
which is the enlightening word of
knowledge - lest we be condemned
for restricting by the letter the incomprehensible power of wisdom. Rather
let us place it upon the lampstand of
holy Church, on the heights of true
contemplation, where it may kindle
for all men the light of divine teaching.
-St. Maximus the Confessor
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Submissions to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in particular presentations made at chapter meetings. We cannot guarantee that all will be published,
and we reserve the right to edit submissions. The purpose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for proclaiming the Good
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St.
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.
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