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Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus

– Good Friday –

Luke 23:43 “Amen, I say to you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise.”

Jesus spoke those words in response to a heart-
felt plea from the good thief, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.”

“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.”

Initially, it appears that Jesus is once again, al-
beit for the last time, granting a personal mercy 
to the “good thief.”  Jesus’ response to the good 

Praise to Jesus, our Savior; by his death he has 
opened for us the way of salvation. Let us ask him:

-Lord, guide your people to walk in your ways.
Morning Prayer, Monday, Fifth Week of Lent

he became the source of eternal salvation 
for all who obey him (Heb 5:9)

Continued on page 3)

The Easter season has always been a time of 
hope and promise for me, especially as we ap-
proach Pentecost with the coming of the Holy 
Spirit.  It seems that now, more than ever, we are 
in great need of the gifts and guidance of The 
Holy Spirit.

The current economic crisis shows us that we 
can’t place our trust in the world.  What we 
thought we had, we did not possess.  The only 
thing we can really count on is God and His 
Word.  Jesus Himself told us: “In the world you 
will have trouble, but take courage, I have con-
quered the world” (John 16:33).

He also promised that: “If you love me you will 
keep my commandments and I will ask the Fa-
ther, and He will give you another Advocate to be 
with you always, the Spirit of Truth” (John 14:15-
17).  When we call upon the Holy Spirit for help 

Praised Be Jesus!

The Fourth Word
By Mark Lazzaro OPL

Continued on page 3)
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Benedict XVI appealed for a careful balance between 
“insisting and desisting” in therapies administered to seri-
ously ill children, but above all, he said, these little pa-
tients need special amounts of love.

The Pope affirmed this on 15 November when he re-
ceived participants in the international conference spon-
sored by the Pontifical Council for Health Care Ministry.  
The event focused on “Pastoral Care in the Treatment of 
Sick Children.”

“At times medical research is faced with difficult choices 
when it is a question of, for example, achieving a correct 
balance between insisting and desisting in therapy to en-
sure treatments that are appropriate to the real needs of 
the little patients, without giving in to the temptation of 
carrying out experiments with them,” the Holy Father said.  
“It is not superfluous to recall that the reason for every 
medical intervention must be the consequent true good of 
the child, considering his dignity as a human individual 
with full rights.”

The Pontiff said a child patient “must always be cared for 
with love to help him cope with suffering and sickness, 
including before birth, in the measure appropriate to his 
situation.”

And, he added, special concern must be given to the 
child’s family, ensuring that there is constant communica-
tion with them, given “the emotional impact, due to the ill-
ness and the treatments to which the child is subjected, 
which are often particularly invasive.”

“If health agents, doctors and nurses, feel the weight of 
the little patients’ sufferings, it is impossible to imagine 
how great is the suffering felt by the parents,” affirmed the 
Bishop of Rome.  Hence, “health and human aspects 
must never be separated,” he stressed.

“Every health and care institution, especially if it is ani-
mated by a genuine Christian spirit, has the duty to offer 
[children] the maximum of its competence and humanity,” 
the Pope noted. “The sick person, especially a child, par-
ticularly understands the language of tenderness and 
love, expressed through patient and generous service, full 
of care, fostered in believers by the desire to manifest the 
same predilection that Jesus felt for little ones.”

www.zenit.org 17-11-2008

No Man is an Island 
Or a Vegetable For That Matter

John Paul II

(Continued on page 17)

Little Patients to be 
Cared For With Love

Benedict XVI 

[§] 3. Faced with patients in similar clinical conditions, 
there are some who cast doubt on the persistence of the 
"human quality" itself, almost as if the adjective 
"vegetative" (whose use is now solidly established), which 
symbolically describes a clinical state, could or should be 
instead applied to the sick as such, actually demeaning 
their value and personal dignity. In this sense, it must be 
noted that this term, even when confined to the clinical 
context, is certainly not the most felicitous when applied 
to human beings. 

In opposition to such trends of thought, I feel the duty to 
reaffirm strongly that the intrinsic value and personal dig-
nity of every human being do not change, no matter what 
the concrete circumstances of his or her life. A man, even 
if seriously ill or disabled in the exercise of his highest 
functions, is and always will be a man, and he will never 
become a "vegetable" or an "animal". 

Even our brothers and sisters who find themselves in the 
clinical condition of a "vegetative state" retain their human 
dignity in all its fullness. The loving gaze of God the Fa-
ther continues to fall upon them, acknowledging them as 
his sons and daughters, especially in need of help. 

[§] 4. Medical doctors and health-care personnel, society 
and the Church have moral duties toward these persons 
from which they cannot exempt themselves without less-
ening the demands both of professional ethics and human 
and Christian solidarity. 

The sick person in a vegetative state, awaiting recovery 
or a natural end, still has the right to basic health care 
(nutrition, hydration, cleanliness, warmth, etc.), and to the 
prevention of complications related to his confinement to 
bed. He also has the right to appropriate rehabilitative 
care and to be monitored for clinical signs of eventual re-
covery. 

I should like particularly to underline how the administra-
tion of water and food, even when provided by artificial 
means, always represents a natural means of preserving 
life, not a medical act. Its use, furthermore, should be 
considered, in principle, ordinary and proportionate, and 
as such morally obligatory, insofar as and until it is seen 
to have attained its proper finality, which in the present 
case consists in providing nourishment to the patient and 
alleviation of his suffering. 

The obligation to provide the "normal care due to the sick 
in such cases" (Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
Iura et Bona, p. IV) includes, in fact, the use of nutrition 
and hydration (cf. Pontifical Council "Cor Unum", Dans le 
Cadre, 2, 4, 4; Pontifical Council for Pastoral Assistance 

There are but few who find [Jesus] because there are 
few who seek Him in a manner worthy of Him.

St. Louis de Montfort
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The Fourth Word
(Continued from page 1)

Praise be Jesus
(Continued from page 1)

I do not try, Lord, to penetrate your depths, because in 
no way can I compare it with my own intelligence; but I 
desire to understand your truth, albeit imperfectly, the 
truth that my heart believes and loves.  … I do not seek 
to understand in order to believe, but rather I believe in 
order to understand.          

St Anslem, Doctor of the Church

thief’s petition seems like most other requests that be-
sieged Jesus throughout his life: like being asked to heal 
the lame, the blind, or even the centurion’s servant.  But 
this healing is different because the good thief’s healing 
came with a price and a promise.  And the price and 
promise were not just for him but also for all of us.

We recall the gospel account, of how the Romans thrust 
Jesus’ side with a spear because they were surprised at 
how fast he had died.  However, for a time after Jesus’ 
death, both of the two thieves remained alive on their 
crosses, suffering in their pain, their humiliation, and their 
solitude.  How often we too pay a price of suffering, feel-
ing alone and at times humiliated.  The prophesy of 
blessed Simeon, who when Jesus was a baby, foretold 
that Jesus would cause the rise and fall of many, came 
true on the cross that day as one thief mocked Jesus 
while the other asked for mercy.  There was no difference 
in the punishment of the two thieves - or their suffer-
ing.  Nevertheless, one received a promise…Jesus prom-
ised paradise.  Paradise, which was lost by the sin of our 
first parents in the Garden of Eden, was now restored by 
the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  In those last 
moments of his life, with his words to the good thief, Je-
sus ultimately gives us hope.

And why did he do that?

The answer is in Ezekiel 18:23, where we read that God 
takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked man, but 
rather in the wicked man’s conversion that he may live. 
Amid all of Jesus’ suffering, he actually took pleasure in 
the good thief’s conversion.  Jesus takes pleasure in our 
conversion.  Jesus wanted the bad thief also to ask for 
mercy.  Jesus wants us also to ask for his mercy.

St Gregory Nazianzen writes, “Be like the good thief, ac-
knowledge your God…  Worship him who was hung on 
the cross because of you even if you are hanging there 
yourself.  Derive some benefit from the very shame; pur-
chase salvation with your death. Enter paradise with Je-
sus…”

So let us willingly suffer our pain and justly pay our price 
for we are sinners.  However, let us also ask Jesus for 
mercy, convert our lives and remain hopeful of the Lord’s 
promise remembering that when our life is over, Jesus will 
take pleasure in saying, “Amen, I say to you, today you 
also will be with me in Paradise.”

and direction, He will strengthen and guide us through our 
daily trials: “You will receive power when The Holy Spirit 
comes upon you” (Acts I: 8-9).  A lawyer friend of mine 
told me that right before she walks into the courtroom she 
prays to The Holy Spirit asking Him to accompany her 
during the “trial”, and grant her His wisdom.  She said He 
has never failed her.

Particularly in these times, we need to call upon this pow-
erful advocate of ours and entrust our daily cares to Him.  
Bring Him with us to work, or our search for work.  Ask 
Him to open doors only He can open.  Invite Him also into 
all our relationships and daily duties.  Ask Him to be our 
constant companion.  Our temporal life will directly reflect 
the fruits of His presence.  But more importantly, He will 
guide our souls toward a deeper union with Him so that 
we will continually dispose ourselves to receiving His 
gifts: wisdom, understanding, knowledge, counsel, piety, 
fortitude, fear of the Lord.  Eventually, our spiritual life will 
bear the fruits of His presence: charity, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faith-
fulness, modesty, self-control, chastity.  “May your kind 
Spirit guide me on ground that is level” (Psalm 143:10).

These are God’s promises and gifts to us which bring us 
great hope and comfort.  Our part in this relationship is to 
dispose ourselves to receiving these great gifts by re-
maining faithful and obedient to God and His Word.  
Thousands of people used to flock to St. Padre Pio beg-
ging him to pray for them.  Miracles of healing, employ-
ment, peace and conversion were obtained through his 
intercession.  Padre Pio disposed himself completely to 
the Holy Trinity by remaining totally faithful and obedient, 
and God lovingly heard his obedient son and granted him 
favor.

Obedience is our key.  It’s not a blind obedience, but an 
open and willing obedience.  Trusting all the time that 
what God speaks to us through His scriptures and 
through The Church are true and can be relied upon:  
“Know this first of all, that there is no prophecy of scrip-
ture that is a matter of personal interpretation; for no 
prophecy ever came through human will; but rather hu-
man beings moved by the Holy Spirit spoke under the 
influence of God” (2 Peter: 20-21).

In this time of spring, a time of renewal, let’s deepen and 
strengthen our relationship with The Holy Spirit.  Let us 
re-commit our fidelity to the scriptures and to our Church 
and enjoy the love, peace and comfort that only He can 
give us, especially in these difficult times of ours.

May God Bless you and May The Holy Spirit be pleased 
to remain with you forever.

Yours in Christ,
Denise Harvey, LPC Vice-President
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The agony in the garden was really the agony in His 
mind. He suffered the passion in His mind before He suf-
fered it in His body - to the point of actually affecting the 
latter by sweating blood. But from then on, it was His bod-
ily suffering that affected His mental suffering.

At the base of all His suffering was the one thing that hu-
man beings dread the most: rejection. He was betrayed 
by Judas, denied by Peter and abandoned by all the rest 
of His Apostles; those He had hand picked as His closest 
intimates. He was most rejected by those who put Him to 
death. They not only wanted Him dead, they wanted Him 
to suffer. They not only considered Him to be worth noth-
ing, they considered Him to be worth minus nothing! This 
significance was not lost on Him. He felt fully the rejection 
as each physical agony reminded Him.

So we thank Him for joining us on our human journey and 
actually choosing to experience what we fear the most.

We thank Him for enduring the arrest and the cruelty of 
the guards and the Sanhedrin. We thank Him for enduring 
the cruelty of Pilot who allowed Him to be executed rather 
than risk his own political ruin - and for the cruelty of 
Herod who wanted to be entertained by having Him work 
a miracle. We thank Him for all the time He spent satisfy-
ing their preoccupation with themselves, just delaying His 
ultimate death. We thank Him for the anxiety of that night 
in a cell.

The next morning He was brutally scourged with such 
intensity and violence that He became as an aged man in 
a matter of minutes. His multiple wounds bloodied His 

Reflection on the Passion of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ +

By Fr. Vincent Serpa

Let us, therefore, remain with Jesus Christ, Eternal Wis-
dom. Away from Him there is but wandering, untruth, and 
death. “I am the way, the truth and the life.”

St. Louis De Montfort

entire body. The loss of so much blood not only severely 
weakened Him; it also caused a severe, throbbing head-
ache that remained with Him for the duration.

We thank Him for this and for the mockery He received 
when they put a purple cloth on His shoulders and 
pushed a crown of thorns down into His head which inten-
sified His headache. They blindfolded Him and slapped 
Him, insisting that He ‘prophesy’ who had hit Him. They 
spat on Him and beat Him.

He stood at the praetorium in utter disgrace according to 
the attitude of the crowd - while in reality, He stood in ut-
ter glory:  almighty God, being present to every person 
who has ever suffered rejection, joining them in their mo-
ment of pain. It was there that He was sentenced to death 
by crucifixion. As a further humiliation, He was forced to 
carry His instrument of execution. He revealed to St. Ber-
nard that carrying the cross was His most painful agony. 
He was so weak, He could hardly walk. So the weight of 
the cross on His shoulder was unbearable. It most likely 
dislocated His shoulder. It is not surprising that He fell 
down on the stone streets that were filthy with animal 
dung - with the cross on top of Him. And He got up each 
time.

It was only with the help of Simon of Cyrene that He 
made it to the top of Calvary. There they drove the nails 
into the carpal tunnels of His hands, causing pain 
throughout His upper body. The nail in His feet registered 
great pain through all the sensitive nerves there. When 
the cross was righted, His up-stretched arms squeezed 
His lungs and He began to pant for lack of oxygen. So He 
had to push down on His crucified feet to push His body 
up in order to fill His lungs with air. This took great effort 
because He was so weak. Yet He managed to maintain 
such effort for three hours of agony which increased 
gradually as He became weaker moment by moment.

By the end of the third hour, His agony was at its peak 
and His self-gift was exquisite. He had come to the point 
where His strength simply gave out and He suffocated. In 
this eternal moment as He died, He gave us His life. Tran-
scending time, this moment of divine love is present to us 
in the tabernacles of the world.

Thank you, Lord. We adore you O Christ and we praise 
you. By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world!

Presented by Fr. Vincent Serpa, April 18, 2009, at the day of 
Reflection, Holy Rosary Parish Chapters. Father recommended 
this meditation, an hour daily in church (preferably before the 
blessed sacrament), as the answer to essentially everything 
which troubles us.
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He is risen, He is risen! The purse is opened, the price of 
our redemption has been paid! Alleluia, alleluia!  The door 
stands open, will we enter, or remain outside? Our re-
demption price has been paid, because we were not ca-
pable of paying the price.

St. Augustine famously said “The God who made you 
without you won’t save you without you.”  The door stands 
open, the entrance price paid, but that is not enough; He 
seeks a response to grace with faith, hope, and charity, 
conforming our lives, in heart, mind, and deed; in order to 
enter through the door (“I am the Way,”) conforming our 
lives to the truth which He has revealed to us (“the 
Truth,”) in order to attain to eternal life (“and the Life”).  
The mystery of faith; He is here, He has not left us or-
phans; we return to this stunning truth each Easter 

issues of social justice and peace in the modern world.   
One method of tackling such a large subject is to take 
“small bites” with one subject, chapter, or page at a time.  

In this issue, writing about topics addressed in the Com-
pendium, the article below addresses the subject of the 
Trinity, our relationship with God and with each other.   
God willing, the Compendium will be examined in this fo-
rum, one subject at a time over the next three years.

In peace & faith,
John Keenan, JD, OPL, 
Promoter, Peace & Justice

From the Editor

(Continued on page 6)

From the Social Justice 
Promoter

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 7)

Our Prior Provincial, Fr. Emmerich Vogt, OP, has ap-
proved the proposed revised Particular Directory.  I’ll soon 
be distributing a final copy – one that does not say 
“proposed”, and which, hopefully, has eliminated the typo-
graphical errors –  in PDF format.   I encourage all chap-
ters to begin once again reviewing this document and us-
ing it.  It has been suggested to me that the LPC refrain 
from any legislation amending our new PD until after 
we’ve lived with it for a couple of years and have a 
chance to learn it.   That’s probably good advice, and we’ll 
be spending a bit of time at the LPC reviewing and dis-
cussing the new PD.

A couple of weeks ago I issued the letter of convocation 
for our Lay Provincial Council to be held at St. Albert’s 
Priory (Oakland, CA) June 19, 20 and 21.  I think that the 
letter has made its way to each of our 32 attendees 
(including eight chapters-in-formation).  The meeting is 
getting closer and I would appreciate notification of any 
changes concerning your chapter’s representation.  
Please, if you know of a change, contact me as soon as 
possible.

From the President

Dear Lay Dominicans and 
Friends:

The Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church is 
named well, as it seeks to set 
out a complete text about the 

The Love Shared among The Trinity, is the Charity that 
Christians should Share, in the Social Action and Goal of 
Perfecting Society.

Whatever you wish men should do to you, do so to them.  
Matthew 7:12.    After our love and duty to God, the social 
doctrine of the Catholic Church begins here, the GOLDEN 
RULE.    The Golden Rule applies from the dark cavern-
ous caves beneath the earth to the heights of lofty build-
ings and magnificent mountains and everything in be-
tween.  It can be carried about like a well-remembered 
proverb that has penetrated the heart and soul, when 
considering the dignity and hope that each human person 
brings to you and the realization that each human en-
counter is no coincidence.  

The purpose here is to commence a series of thought-
provoking articles and dialog about the Church’s social 
doctrine among members of the lay chapters of the Order 
of Preachers that may impact their lives, families, and 
communities.   It is also an effort to develop and form con-
sciences in a distinctly Catholic worldview about peace 
and justice, based on the Holy Scriptures, the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, and the Compendium of the So-
cial Doctrine of the Catholic Church, among other core 
sources.

It commences with the Ten Commandments, or Deca-
logue as otherwise known, that forms a bond and fidelity 
to the One True God.  The Ten Commandments teaches 
“us the true humanity of man.  They bring to light the es-

On the Compendium of the Social Doctrine 
of the Church

For it is very difficult, if not impossible, to keep up the 
defense of our own rights without more or less injuring 
the rights of others.  

Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, O.C.D.
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This love between the Divine Persons of the Trinity 
should be shared by us all, in that “there is a certain par-
allel between the union existing among the divine Per-
sons and the union of the children of God in truth and 
love.”  Compendium, p. 16.  

In the present order of the world, there are those who fa-
cially seek social change through various means but for 
wrong reasons.  Often motivated politically, or for gain 
whether monetary or prestige, or for the sheer activity 
involved, these people seek political ends by religious 
means, thus injecting their own will (as opposed to God’s) 
and worldly dogma of political correctness.   Our Lord re-
jected these politically-motivated purposes, for after He 
fed the five thousand, “Jesus, knowing that [the crowd] 
intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew 
again to a mountain by himself.”  John 6:15.  Consider 
also the motivations of Judas Iscariot.

Therefore, Christians should be motivated to social action 
by the Love of God and of neighbor, not for political, so-
cial, or other worldly motivations.  This certainly requires a 
careful examination of conscience after much prayer.  
The next time your receive this newsletter, God willing it 
will address more on God’s plan of love for humanity as 
expressed in the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church.   

John Keenan, JD, OPL, 
Promoter of Peace and Justice, Lay Dominicans,
 Western Dominican Province 

sential duties, and therefore, indirectly, the fundamental 
rights inherent in the nature of the human person.”   The 
Ten Commandments “describe universal human rights.”  
It deals with the reality that the members of humankind 
not only have a relationship with the Lord, our God, but 
with each other.   As Our Lord said, “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. 
And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”  
Matthew 22:37-39.  See, also, Deuteronomy 6:5

The expression of this love for God and other persons 
was initially expressed in the Old Testament, where it 
states “you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand 
against your poor brother, but you shall open your hand to 
him, and lend him sufficient for his need,”  Deuteronomy 
15:7-8.  See, also, Leviticus 19:33-34.  As the Compen-
dium articulates well, the regular jubilee year (every 50 
years) was established for the “social and economic life of 
the people of Israel.”  Compendium p. 12.   Fields lay fal-
low, debts were cancelled, and there was a general re-
lease of persons and goods.  Compendium, p. 12.  The 
purpose of these laws was not only the founding corner-
stone of Israel but its social and economic life as well, and 
it dealt with economic poverty and social injustices of the 
Nation of Israel.  Compendium, p. 13.   The early Proph-
ets of God articulated and preached a type of justice and 
solidarity, qualities “which reside in the Lord’s heart” 
which we should nourish in ourselves, “[t]hen God’s will 
articulated in the Decalogue given on Sinai, will be able to 
take root creatively in man’s innermost being.”  Compen-
dium, p. 13.

As so well stated, “[t]he process of internalization gives 
rise to greater depth and realism in social action, making 
possible the progressive universalization of attitudes of 
justice and solidarity, which the people of the Covenant 
are called to have towards all men and women of every 
people and nation.”   Compendium, p. 13 (emphasis origi-
nal).   It is an irrational error to view this statement from a 
political worldview, because the concept quoted above is 
voicing a religious perspective that is ageless and Godly.  
This is social action grounded in the love of God, i.e. 
charity, which can be and should be fulfilled in this world.  
It is not political in action, seeking to satisfy the shifting 
sands of power, worldly desire, and personal fulfillment, 
but true love of God in action for the care of one’s person, 
his or her family, neighbor, and for all of humankind, and 
thereafter to steward and conserve all of creation. 

Jesus Christ is the par exemple of and the fulfillment of 
the Father’s plan of love.  Compendium, p. 14.    That 
which opens the heart of all persons and gives inspiration 
from the Holy Spirit, is that love which “inspires Jesus’ 
ministry among men is the love that [Christ] has experi-
enced in his intimate union with the Father.”  Compen-
dium, p. 14 (emphasis original).  

Compendium
(Continued from page 5)

The Only Way to Peace

Pope Benedict XVI to Italian youth volunteers:

Unfortunately wars and violence are unending, and the 
search for peace is always arduous. …  The true con-
version of hearts is the right way, the only way, that can 
lead each of us, and entire humanity, to the peace we 
all long for. …

Be, then, always and everywhere, instruments of 
peace, decisively rejecting selfishness and injustice, 
indifference and hatred, in order to spread ... justice, 
equality, freedom, reconciliation, acceptance and for-
giveness in all communities.  …

Life is a mystery of love, which is more truly our own 
the more we donate it; or rather, the more we donate 
our own self, making a gift of ourselves, our time, our 
resources and our qualities for the good of others.  

May this, always be the logic of your lives.  Not just now 
when you are young, but also tomorrow when you hold 
- I hope - important positions in society and form a fam-
ily.  May you remain people ready to sacrifice your-
selves for others, willing even to face suffering for good 
and for justice.

Vatican Information Service 28-03-2009
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Tridiuum, that it may penetrate into our lives.  Let the de-
sire of our hearts echo St. Thomas; “give me Yourself, 
Lord, and I will be satisfied.”

St. Augustine pointed out that “we are all born under a 
death sentence.” Our goal is to live as though we believe 
we will live forever, rather than live as though we will 
never die.  Thus, this issue will touch a bit on end of life 
issues.  I have had to confront this personally, when in a 
Catholic hospital my wife’s oncologist and hospital chap-
lain both all but demanded that I consent to passively 
euthanize her. Armed with the then recent articulation of 
the Church’s position on this (see John Paul II’s 2004 al-
locution, "Life-Sustaining Treatments and Vegetative 
State: Scientific Advances and Ethical Dilemmas"), I was 
able to obtain a course which was morally acceptable and 
that saved her life.  Today, unfortunately, the attack on life 
has intensified. Here in Idaho, this same hospital with the 
support of our diocese has attempted to quietly pass a bill 
which would give hospitals and physicians the legal ability 
to disregard the wishes of the patients and their legal ad-
vocate, and kill them anyway. 

In this issue I am also introducing what I hope will be a 
continuing feature, “Beata Obscura.” This will present the 
lives of obscure (OK, and maybe not so obscure) Domini-
can saints and blesseds who have gone before us.  I do 
not doubt that many of the readers of Truth Be Told have 
made just such a presentation at their chapter meetings; 
please write it up and send it to me for future issues!

This issue also will begin a serialized review by John 
Keenan, the province’s lay promoter of peace and justice, 
of the recent magisterial “Compendium on Social Justice”.  
I recognize that for many the term “Social Justice” causes 
their eyes to glaze over, as the term has been associated 
with a warmed-over liberation theology, a discredited con-
fusion of well intentioned sentimentality with Marxist trap-
pings dressed up in crypto-religious terminology.  How-
ever, this poorly understood teaching of the church, like 
all her teachings, is the product of faith and reason, and is 
quite beautiful, once we get past that which it is not, to 
discover that which it is.

“Obedience unto death:”  the trail our Lord Jesus Christ 
blazed for us.  One of the great Dominican Tertiaries of 
the twentieth century, Pope Pius XII, said, "Obedience is 
the burden of the strong." Let us “pick up our daily cross, 
and follow in His Way.”

A blessed Pentecost to you,
Mark Gross, Editor

From the Editor
(Continued from page 5)

$1,500 award available!

The Blessed Margaret of Castello Chapter is seeking 
help in developing a site plan for our chapter property of 
25 acres. We are offering a $1,000 award and $500 sec-
ond place award for a plan we can take to the county 
zoning commission.  Our hope is that a student or pro-
fessional might be interested in assisting us with this 
next development step.  For more information interested 
parties should contact Kathleen Schuck O.P.L. at 
kmschuck@cableone.net or the editor at the address on 
the last page.

"The road to Hell is paved with mission statements and 
vision statements are the signposts." 

Fr. Erik Richtsteig

Some LPC delegates have indicated their chapters would 
like to send an observer.  Please note that there may be a 
limit on room availability and I need to know as soon as 
possible who will be attending as observers since I must 
confirm the total number of attendees with St. Albert’s 
soon.  As I said in my convocation letter, observers do not 
have voice or vote in our meetings, and they or their 
chapters must be responsible for their own expenses.  
Cost at St. Albert’s is $50 per night (including meals).  For 
those who will be commuting, meals are available at a 
nominal cost.  Finally, I need to know who will not be stay-
ing overnight so we don’t pay for lodging we don’t use.

As this issue of Truth Be Told will likely be the last before 
the end of our Easter season, allow me to be the first to 
wish you a most holy and blessed Pentecost.  As the Se-
quence for the Mass of Pentecost asks, may the Holy 
Spirit wash what is stained, water our dryness, heal our 
infirmity, enkindle our tepidity, and direct our straying 
steps.

Yours in St. Dominic,
Tony Galati
President

From the President
(Continued from page 5)
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Pontiff Proclaims Year for Priests
Names St. Jean Marie Vianney as Patron

First question: Is the administration of food and water 
(whether by natural or artificial means) to a patient in a 
"vegetative state" morally obligatory except when they 
cannot be assimilated by the patient’s body or cannot be 
administered to the patient without causing significant 
physical discomfort? 

Response: Yes. The administration of food and water 
even by artificial means is, in principle, an ordinary and 
proportionate means of preserving life. It is therefore 
obligatory to the extent to which, and for as long as, it is 
shown to accomplish its proper finality, which is the hy-
dration and nourishment of the patient. In this way suffer-
ing and death by starvation and dehydration are pre-
vented.

Second question: When nutrition and hydration are being 
supplied by artificial means to a patient in a "permanent 
vegetative state", may they be discontinued when compe-
tent physicians judge with moral certainty that the patient 
will never recover consciousness? 

Response: No. A patient in a "permanent vegetative 
state" is a person with fundamental human dignity and 
must, therefore, receive ordinary and proportionate care 
which includes, in principle, the administration of water 
and food even by artificial means.

The Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI, at the Audience granted to 
the undersigned Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, approved these Responses, adopted in 
the Ordinary Session of the Congregation, and ordered their 
publication.

Rome, from the Offices of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, August 1, 2007 .

Benedict XVI is proclaiming a Year for Priests on the oc-
casion of the 150th anniversary of the death of St. Jean 
Marie Vianney, the Curé of Ars.

The Pope announced this today during an audience 
granted to participants in the plenary assembly of the 
Congregation for the Clergy, a Vatican communiqué re-
ported.

The theme for the priestly year is "Faithfulness of Christ, 
Faithfulness of Priests." The Pope is scheduled to open 
the year with a celebration of vespers June 19, the solem-
nity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in the presence of the 
relic of the Curé of Ars, to be brought to Rome by Bishop 
Guy Bagnard of Belley-Ars, the press release stated.

The closing ceremony will take place exactly one year 
later, with a World Meeting of Priests in St. Peter's 
Square.

During this year, a directory for confessors and spiritual 
directors will be published, along with a compilation of 
texts by the Pope on the core issues of the life and mis-
sion of priests in the modern times. As well, Benedict XVI 
will officially proclaim St. Jean Marie Vianney as "patron 
saint of all the priests of the world."

The congregation will aim in this year to promote initia-
tives that will "highlight the role and mission of the clergy 
in the Church and in modern society."
Another goal will be to address "the need to intensify the 
permanent formation of priests, associating it with that of 
seminarians."

www.zenit.org 16-3-2009

To Love and Seek Eternal Wisdom, 
it is Necessary to Know Him

Is it possible for man to love that which he does not 
know? Can he love ardently that which he knows but 
imperfectly? Why then is the adorable Jesus, Eternal 
and Incarnate Wisdom, loved so little? Because He is 
not known, or known but little. Very few of us, like St. 
Paul, make a sincere study of the supereminent sci-
ence of Jesus which is nevertheless the most noble, 
the most consoling, the most useful and the most nec-
essary of all sciences in heaven and on earth.

St. Louis de Montfort, The Love of Eternal Wisdom

It is sometimes reported that a large number of 
Catholics today do not adhere to the teaching of the 
Church on a number of questions, notably sexual 
and conjugal morality, divorce and remarriage. Some 
are reported as not accepting the Church’s clear po-
sition on abortion. It has also been noted that there is 
a tendency on the part of some Catholics to be selec-
tive in their adherence to the Church’s moral teach-
ings. It is sometimes claimed that dissent from the 
Magisterium is totally compatible with being a “good 
Catholic” and poses no obstacle to the reception of 
the sacraments. This is a grave error that challenges 
the teaching office of the bishops of the United 
States and elsewhere.

John Paul II, Unity in the Work of Service, USCC, 1987

Responses to Certain Questions 
of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops Concerning 
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Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life 
and Societies of Apostolic Life

Vatican, 24th February, 2009

To Reverend Bro Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa O.P.
Master of the Order of Preachers

Reverend Father,

We received the Relatio de Statu Ordinis, prepared for 
the General Chapter of Diffinitors (Krakow, July 28 – Au-
gust 17, 2004), the Relatio de Statu Ordinis for the Gen-
eral Chapter of Prior Provincials (Bogotà, July 18 – Au-
gust 8, 2007) and the Statistics of the Order.

We read with particular interest all this rich documenta-
tion. We focused especially on the second Relatio, the 
most recent one, which manifests more the vision of Your 
Institute. You wanted to present “the joys and hopes, the 
sadness and anguish of the life and mission of the Order 
of Preachers”. In the life of an Institute, as in that of every 
human being, there are moments of light as well as of 
darkness. However, the joyful experience of the Risen 
Christ illumines us.

On the eve of the celebration of the 8th centenary of its 
confirmation, the Order of Preachers can be proud, as 
few Religious Institutes can be, that “You have not only a 
glorious history to remember and to recount, but also a 
great history still to be accomplished! (Vita Consecrata 
110). We feel sure that this celebration shall give a still 
greater impetus to the vitality of the Institute and to its 
commitment to the life and mission of the Church.

You rightly insist on the value of the mission (nos 12-69). 
The mission is your vocation. You are a community for 
the mission. As a great section of humanity does not yet 
know the name of Christ, the Missio ad Gentes is still nec-
essary and urgent. At the same time the Church per-
ceives the same urgent need for the New Evangelization 
to a world that seems to have lost the sense of the sacred 
and risks getting lost in the mists of secularization. 

In order to respond to this, it is necessary that the Order 
of Preachers be “continually open to challenge by the re-
vealed word and the signs of the times”. (VC 81) Keeping 
in mind the memory of Saint Dominic, who “either spoke 
with God or about God”, the Friars Preachers should be 
persons lovingly given to the Lord and to His Gospel. The 
new evangelization “will be effective if it proclaims from 
the rooftops what it has first lived in intimacy with the 
Lord” (ibid).

We follow you on your path with attention and affection 
and we wish that the whole Dominican Family, taking new 

impetus and confidence from the celebration of its 800 
years of history and holiness, could move forward along 
the path of an authentic Sequela Christi and of renewed 
commitment to your charism. We call on you all the gifts 
of the Spirit of God that strengthen faith and illumine rea-
son, so that your preaching becomes the communication 
of the contemplated reality: the splendour of the Risen 
Lord who gives peace and salvation to all mankind.

We accompany you with our prayers during the novena of 
years that will end in 2016, on the 800th year of the con-
firmation of the Order by Pope Honorius III.

While keeping united in prayers, I willingly take the oppor-
tunity to cordially greet you and all the members of the 
Order, calling a special blessing on you all.

Franc Cardinal Rodé, C.M.,  Prefect

Letter of Cardinal Rodé 
to the Master of the Order 

His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever 
He tells you."    John 2:5
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(General Postulation) - On the morning of Saturday, 
February 21, 2009, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI 
celebrated an ordinary public Consistory for the canoniza-
tion of ten blessed, among whom is Francisco Coll y Gui-
tart, and also Mary of the Cross (Jeanne) Jugan. Their 
cause for canonization has been carried by the General 
Postulation of the Order of Preachers. This very solemn 
act, which was held in the Clementine Hall inside the Ap-
ostolic Palace at the Vatican, is the result of many years 
of work in the canonical processes of these blessed. In it, 
the Pope once more consulted his counsellors, the cardi-
nals, before authorizing the canonization and fixing the 
date of its celebration. Thirty-nine cardinals participated.

The ceremony started with the singing of Midday Prayer 
in Gregorian Chant, and was followed by the reading of a 
short biography of each one of the blessed. This reading 
was proclaimed in Latin by the Prefect of the Congrega-
tion for the Causes of Saints, Archbishop Angelo Amato, 
S.D.B.. Benedict XVI followed attentively the reading of 
the biographies. He then asked his counsellors for their 
opinion. After some moments of silence, the Pope asked 
them to express their opinion, if they had something new 
to tell. This is done because the most varied opinions on 
whether it is opportune to proceed with the canonization 
can be presented. For example it took 79 years for 
Blessed Francisco Coll and 69 for Blessed Jeanne Jugan 
to reach this stage. The cause for Fr. Coll was opened in 
March 1930 in the Diocese of Vic in Spain, and that of 
Mother Jugan started in 1940 in that of Rennes in France.

The Congregation of the Dominican Sisters of the Anun-
ciata, founded by Blessed Francisco Coll, was repre-
sented at the ceremony by the Prioress General Sr. Na-
tividad Martínez de Castro, and some members of her 

Consistory for Canonization        
Blessed Francisco Coll And 

Blessed Mary Of The Cross (Jeanne Jugan)

(Continued on page 12)

council and other sisters who are members of their com-
munity in Rome. The Congregation of the Little Sisters of 
the Poor was represented by its Superior General, Sr. 
Celine de la Visitation and many members of her council. 
There is no need to tell you with what emotion they waited 
for the Pope to give his final decision which many genera-
tions  of sisters and devotees have been waiting for. Then 
the Holy Father decided on the canonization and fixed the 
date of their canonization for October 11, 2009.

Archbishop Amato, recalled that 
Blessed Francisco Coll was born 
in Gombrèn (Gerona) in 1812. 
That he joined the Order of 
Preachers and in 1830 made his 
solemn profession. As soon as 
he was ordained deacon, Fran-
cisco was forced to abandon his 
beloved convent of Gerona be-
cause of the nefarious civil laws 
in Spain. When he was ordained 
in 1836, in accord with his 
“exclaustrated” religious superi-
ors, he offered his pastoral ser-
vices to the Bishop of Vic. He 

immediately became a great evangeliser for both the 
clergy and other faithful through the preaching of spiritual 
exercises and popular missions. He founded the Congre-
gation of the Dominican Sisters of the Anunciata in 1856 
for the evangelization and education of the most needy. 
He continued his preaching tirelessly until his death on 
April 2, 1875. Archbishop Amato recalled the day of his 
beatification by the Servant of God, Pope John Paul II, on 
April 29, 1979.

As regards Blessed Mary of the Cross Jugan, Archbishop 
Amato offered a biographical outline. He recalled her birth 
during the French Revolution in 1792 in Cancale, Brittany. 
Like Francisco Coll she lost her father when she was still 
very young. She dedicated herself selflessly to a job in 
order to earn some money and help her mother in the 
upkeep of her brothers. The Archbishop underlined her 
gift of self to God, an intention she formulated at the be-
ginning of a mission in 1816. Se worked in a hospital in 
Saint-Servan, joined the Third Order of the Heart of Mary 
founded by Saint John Eudes, and worked as a house-
keeper at Miss Lecoq’s home. Her contact with the Broth-
ers of the Order of St. John of God in Dinan led her to the 
foundation of a Congregation aimed at the service of the 
poor. She was elected Superior in 1842. However, the 
following year her work was centered on begging in order 
to help the needy, and the laying of the foundations for 
new communities. From 1852 onwards she retired to the 
novitiate house in La Tour, France. She died aged 86 in 
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The headline from Vatican City dated February 18, 2009 
as reported by the Catholic News Agency (CNA) should 
have been neither shocking nor surprising but in many 
ways, it was both. 

The story had been circulated that House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi would be received by the Holy Father after his 
usual Wednesday Audience and this was accurate. There 
was a fear that somehow the Holy Father’s meeting would 
signal some kind of approbation of her erroneous thinking 
about life issues. The news story was very direct: “House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s photo-op with Pope Benedict XVI 
turned sour when the Pontiff used the 15-minute meeting 
to reaffirm the teachings of the Catholic Church on the 
right to life and the duty to protect the unborn.” Certainly 
this would have been “sour” for House Speaker Pelosi 
and perhaps it may have been a bit “sour” for other erro-
neously minded “pro-choice” Catholics but I find it difficult 
to describe it as “sour” in itself. For most in the Pro-Life 
Community, the news, far from being deemed “sour,” was 
received as a bit of fresh air, indeed even as “sweet.”

No one of us can afford to take any kind of gaudium or 
delight in the fact that the Speaker of the House was 
rather sternly rebuked. Rejoicing in this is to rejoice in her 
embarrassment and that lacks charity. It would also be 
uncharitable to rejoice that the gravity of the Speaker’s 
error necessitated such a reprimand by the Holy Father. 
Yet, in this, there is a cause for a suitable kind of rejoic-
ing. One of the Spiritual Works of Mercy is to admonish 
the sinner and we can rejoice that this Spiritual Work is 
being exercised. We can be confident that the Holy Fa-
ther did not do what he did in order to embarrass or vilify 
House Speaker Pelosi. We can be confident that he 
spoke and acted as he deemed was good and necessary 
for both the admonishment of the sinner and the instruc-
tion of the ignorant, another Spiritual Work of Mercy. This 
second Work of Mercy is further exercised on behalf of 
any of those who have been misled by some of Speaker 
Pelosi’s statements. The clarity of the Holy Father’s words 
also serve as a bit of counsel for the doubtful, yet another 
of the Spiritual Works of Mercy. 

The news story continued: “No photo of Speaker Pelosi, 
D-San Francisco, and the Pope will be forthcoming since 
the meeting was closed to reporters and photographers. 
The two met in a small room in the Vatican just after the 
pope’s weekly public audience.” The fact that there were 
no photographs allowed could be interpreted to mean that 
the Holy Father did not want the media to send mixed 
messages, one in words and the other in pictures. I have 
no doubt that the Holy Father was nothing but extremely 
gracious when Madame Speaker met with him and a pho-
tograph of that graciousness could be used to put a differ-
ent spin on the seriousness of the meeting. The disallow-
ing of photographs puts an exclamation point at the end 
of the Official Press Release.

There is yet another Spiritual Work of Mercy which is op-
erative here and it is one directed at all those who have 
grave concerns about the diminution of reverence for hu-
man life in our culture. The Holy Father’s decision and 
action stands as a great source of encouragement and 
even comfort to those who work so ardently in the Pro-
Life trenches. The Spiritual Work is that of comforting the 
sorrowful. A vast number of increasingly discouraged 
Catholics, who are in many ways suffering and sorrowful 
over the ongoing legal disregard for our pre-born brothers 
and sisters, were greatly comforted and encouraged by 
the courage and clarity of the Holy Father. 

The CNA news story then quoted the Official Statement of 
the Holy See’s press office: “Following the general audi-
ence the Holy Father briefly greeted Nancy Pelosi, 
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, 
together with her entourage. His Holiness took the oppor-
tunity to speak of the requirements of the natural moral 
law and the Church’s consistent teaching on the dignity of 
human life from conception to natural death which enjoin 
all Catholics, and especially legislators, jurists and those 
responsible for the common good of society, to work in 
co-operation with all men and women of good will in cre-
ating a just system of laws capable of protecting human 
life at all stages of its development.”

I think this is quite clear. It is even clearer when one looks 
more carefully at the operative verb, that simple word 
“enjoin.” The Church’s teaching “enjoins” all Catholics and 
especially legislators to create just laws which protect in-
nocent human life. The dictionary defines enjoin quite 
strongly: “to direct, prescribe, or impose by order typically 
authoritatively and compellingly and with urgent admoni-
tion.” Thus the Holy Father is not issuing here a gentle 
reminder or a subtle suggestion, he is reiterating a direc-
tive with an urgent admonition. While this admonition was 
issued on the occasion of the House Speaker’s visit to the 
Vatican and while it was clearly issued for her benefit, it 
was not directed solely to her but rather also to all Catho-
lics. It should serve for us all as a call to Lenten repen-
tance.

Since I have covered four of the seven Spiritual Works of 
Mercy it is a good time to complete the roster with the 
final three. These final three are particularly appropriate 
for our Lenten reflection for they do not look at the weak-
nesses or shortcomings of others but rather at our own. 
How about bearing wrongs patiently or forgiving all inju-
ries as a pair of focused Spiritual Works for Lent 2009? 
There is a lifetime of work in simply trying to achieve 
some measure of success with regard to these two. 

Finally, one that we can all relatively easily participate in, 
to pray for the living and the dead. 

Church Teaching Enjoins all Catholics - Even Legislators 
By Bishop Robert F. Vasa

(Continued on page 12)
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1879. At time of her death, 
her Congregation had 2488 
members. She was beatified 
by John Paul II, on October 
3, 1982.

We have now to intensify 
our preparations for both 
canonizations which, as we 
said, will surely take place in 
St. Peter’s Square in the 
Vatican on October 11 of 
this year 2009. (Note given 
by the Postulator General.)
© 2008 Order of Preachers

In light of the present discussion there are many possible 
beneficiaries of our prayers and we generally remember 
the major ones in our petition prayers at Mass. There we 
always remember Pope Benedict XVI. There we also pray 
for government leaders and our personal petition for them 
should always include: “That they work to create a just 
system of laws capable of protecting human life at all 
stages of its development. We pray to the Lord.”

Even Legislators
(Continued from page 11)

“What does it mean to say that a particular style of medi-
cine is ‘Catholic’?” Most obviously we note that Catholic 
medicine is not a different brand of medicine with its own 
unique prescriptions and surgical procedures. It is not a 
medical system set aside solely for Catholics. It is not an 
excessive reliance on miracles and supernatural interven-
tions. It is not a semi-superstitious reliance on chants and 
incantations. Then again Catholic medicine is a different 
brand of medicine with its own unique prescriptions which 
call for a deeper reliance on God. It has some unique sur-
gical procedures that try to excise sin and evil while not 
failing to treat a cancer or an infection. It is a medical sys-
tem not solely for Catholics but for the treatment of the 
entire human person as understood by Catholics. It does 
not rely excessively on miracles or supernatural interven-
tions but it does rely on these things. Central to a Catholic 
health system is a profound appreciation for the dignity of 
every human person, no matter how small. As I noted: 
“When the concept of a person’s worth or dignity is based 
on some external factor, however noble that external fac-
tor may be, there will come a time when that motive for 
respecting the worth or dignity will fade, diminish and dis-
appear. As Catholics we know that personal dignity is not 
based on anything external to the person but based on 
the person himself.” This is something that the president 
of the United States should readily understand and re-
spect. Sadly, while seeming to understand it, he fails to 
respect it. Instead, he puts scientific utility and purported 
medical pragmatism ahead of respect for human beings 
and this is unconscionable. There are things which simply 
should never be done, sanctioned or allowed and human 
cloning for any reason and embryonic stem cell research 
are among them. I am deeply saddened and grieved by 
his statements and his executive order.

Canonization
(Continued from page 10)

Reflections on Catholic Health Care
By Bishop Robert Vasa 

There can be a perception that I am a bit too rigorous in 
my insistence that Catholic healthcare needs to be signifi-
cantly different from secular healthcare, not only in why 
we are involved in the provision of healthcare, but also in 
what we provide. The Catholic Church’s involvement in 
healthcare is certainly based on the message of Christ 
and his healing ministry. This is basic and fundamental. 
Why we are involved in healthcare needs to impact, in a 
very direct way, on what we do under the title of Catholic 
provision of care. For this reason, there are certain things 
which we ought never do in Catholic healthcare facilities. 
Certainly abortion falls into this category. This is rarely 
disputed. However, sterilization operations are contrary to 
human dignity as well and have no place in Catholic 
healthcare facilities. The unacceptability of assisted sui-
cide is not at all disputed but dispensing contraception 
likewise dishonors the human person. Human experimen-
tation, especially if it leads to certain death, is impossible 
to justify. These things may be seen by our society as 
either good or at least tolerable but Catholic moral princi-
ples see them for what they are, attacks on human dig-
nity. If these things are done or condoned in Catholic 
healthcare facilities then a serious examination of con-
science is in order.

April 30, 2009: Today Vatican In-
formation Services published the 
list of the new DECREES OF THE 
CONGREGATION FOR THE 
CAUSES OF SAINTS. Among the 
list is one of our Dominican nuns of 
Spain: the Servant of God Teresita 
del Nino Jesus Perez de Iriarte 
Casado (nee Felisa), (1904-1954).
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First Day

Dear St. Thomas More, in your earthly life, you were a 
model of prudence. You never thrust yourself rashly into 
any serious undertaking; instead, you tested the strength 
of your powers and waited on God's will in prayer and 
penance, then boldly carried it out without hesitation. 
Through your prayers and intercession, obtain for me the 
virtues of patience, prudence, wisdom and courage. Our 
Father... Hail Mary... Glory Be…

Glorious St. Thomas More, I beg you to take up my 
cause, confident that you will advocate for me before 
God's Throne with the same zeal and diligence that 
marked your career on earth. If it be in accord with God's 
will, obtain for me the favor I seek, namely _______.

V. Pray for us, O Blessed St. Thomas More.
R. That we may faithfully follow you on the hard road that 
leads to the narrow gate of eternal life.

Second Day

Dear St. Thomas More, in your earthly life, you were a 
model of diligence. You shunned procrastination, applied 
yourself with fervor to your studies, and spared no effort 
in achieving mastery in any skill. Through your prayers 
and intercession, obtain for me the virtue of diligence and 
persistence in my preparations for all undertakings. Our 
Father... Hail Mary... Glory Be... Glorious St. Thomas 
More...

Third Day

Dear St. Thomas More, in your earthly life, you were a 
model of industriousness. You threw yourself wholeheart-
edly into everything you did, and you found enjoyment 
even in the most serious things. Through your prayers 
and intercession, obtain for me the grace of always hav-
ing suitable employment, the grace to find interest in eve-
rything fitting, and the fortitude always to pursue excel-
lence in whatever task God gives me to do. Our Father... 
Hail Mary... Glory Be... Glorious St. Thomas More...

Fourth Day

Dear St. Thomas More, in your earthly life, you were a 
brilliant lawyer and a just and compassionate judge. You 
attended to the smallest details of your legal duties with 
the greatest care, and you were unflagging in your pursuit 
of justice tempered by mercy. Through your prayers and 
intercession, obtain for me the grace to overcome every 
temptation to laxity, arrogance, and rash judgment in my 
(legal) duties. Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory Be... Glori-
ous St. Thomas More...

Novena to St. Thomas More
By Anita More, O.P.L.

“And if we accept that a mother can kill even her own 
child, how can we tell other people not to kill one an-
other?"

--Mother Teresa, National Prayer Breakfast, Feb 3, 1994

Fifth Day

Dear St. Thomas More, in your earthly life, you were a 
model of humility. You never allowed pride to lead you to 
take on enterprises beyond your abilities; even in the 
midst of earthly wealth and honor, you never forgot your 
total dependence on your Heavenly Father. Through your 
prayers and intercession, obtain for me the grace of an 
increase in humility, and the wisdom not to overestimate 
my own powers. Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory Be... Glo-
rious St. Thomas More...

Sixth Day

Dear St. Thomas More, in your earthly life, you were a 
model husband and father. You were loving and faithful to 
both of your wives, and a diligent provider and example of 
virtue for your children. Through your prayers and inter-
cession, obtain for me the grace of a happy home, peace 
in my family, and the strength to persevere in chastity ac-
cording to my state of life. Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory 
Be... Glorious St. Thomas More...

Seventh Day

Dear St. Thomas More, in your earthly life, you were a 
model of Christian fortitude. You suffered bereavement, 

(Continued on page 16)
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There are those who think of all of the Middle Ages as 
Dark Ages; and that if there were Dark Ages, the 13th 
Century must be dark indeed. Not the darkest: the Black 
Death and the Great Schism still lay ahead, though not in 
the distant future. But the 13th Century had trials enough 
of its own, and the people of that time were busy enough 
on a variety of fronts. 

In 1215, King John of England signed Magna Carta at 
Runnymede, laying the foundation for constitutional law in 
Britain and in America. Also in 1215, the Venetian mer-
chant and explorer Marco Polo landed in China, and the 
Fourth Lateran Council assembled, which defined the 
doctrine of transubstantiation. In 1252, Birger Jarl 
founded the city of Stockholm, Sweden. Dante Alighieri, 
the great medieval Florentine poet, was born in 1265. In 
1269, Petrus Peregrinus of France wrote the earliest 
known treatise on the properties of magnets. The first 
Habsburg, Rudolf I, ascended the throne of the Holy Ro-
man Empire in 1273 at Aachen, in the cathedral that 
Charlemagne had begun nearly five centuries earlier. In 
1297, Edward I of England captured the Stone of Scone, 
upon which Scottish kings were crowned, and carried it 
back to Westminster, where it would remain for the next 
seven centuries. 

In the 13th Century, despite the wealth and temporal 
power of the Catholic Church, Christendom was beset by 
armed enemies bent on subjugation and extermination. 
Then, as now, jihad raged in the Middle East. The Cru-
sades, which began in the 11th Century, raged hotly in 
the 13th Century, then faltered: by the end of the century, 
all the ground that had been gained in the Holy Land had 
been lost. On the other hand, Muslim rule continued to 
recede in Europe, and particularly on the Iberian Penin-
sula: Muslim Granada was subjugated in 1236, and Al-
fonso III finally completed the Portuguese Reconquista in 
1249.

Another dire threat to Christian Europe gathered on the 
eastern horizon in the 13th Century. In 1206, Genghis 

Kahn founded the Mongol Empire, destined to rule China 
and become the largest contiguous empire in history. Un-
der the leadership of his son, Ogotai Khan, the Mongols 
invaded Russia in the 1230s, then pressed on into East-
ern Europe. Only Ogotai’s death in 1241 prevented the 
Mongols from advancing further west and possibly reduc-
ing all of Europe to slavery. 

Sharpest of all the swords pointed at the heart of the 
Church were those wielded by her own children. The Ca-
thar heresy, of which the Albigensians were a sect, 
spread throughout Europe, plagued the Church through-
out the Middle Ages, and were quite active as the century 
began. But amid the trials of the 1200s, God raised up 
some of His greatest spiritual warriors, including several 
Doctors of the Church. We will never know, this side of 
Paradise, who they all were: many labored in obscurity, 
their sanctity hidden from earthly sight. Those we have 
been permitted to know about from the 13th Century in-
clude St. Francis of Assisi; St. Clare of Assisi; St. Albertus 
Magnus and his protégé, St. Thomas Aquinas; St. An-
thony of Padua; St. Bonaventure; and of course, Holy Fa-
ther Dominic, who founded the Order of Preachers in 
1206 to turn back the daggers of heresy from the heart of 
the Church, and to rescue souls from the nets and snares 
of error. 

Very late into the century – in 1287, the year Pope Hon-
orius IV died, leaving the See of Peter vacant for ten 
months – another warrior entered the field of battle. She 
was a most unlikely warrior, lacking everything a warrior 
is supposed to have: size, strength, magnificence. But 
though small, she was mighty, and in every way a witness 
to the truth of God’s Word: “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the LORD 
[Isaiah 55:8]. And again: “By the mouth of babes and in-
fants, thou hast founded a bulwark because of thy foes, to 
still the enemy and the avenger.” [Psalm 8:2]. And again: 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made per-
fect in weakness.” [2 Corinthians 12:9] 

In 1287, in the castle of Metola in the Papal State of 
Massa Trabaria in Italy, a child was born to Parisio, Cap-
tain of the People of Massa Trabaria, and his wife Emilia. 
Parisio came of a noble and influential family whose 
name is lost to us today. As Captain of the People, he 
had the governance of the state outside the capital city, 
and was the commander in chief of the armies in time of 
war. He was the commander of the castle of Metola, a 
strategically critical stronghold which he had regained, to 
national acclaim, after it had been in enemy hands for 
nearly a quarter of a century. He was a capable general 
but, like the unrighteous judge in Jesus’ parable about the 
persistent widow, neither feared God nor regarded man. 
He was selfish, merciless, cruel, and devoid of any affec-
tion for people, except to the extent they were useful to 

(Continued on page 15)

Blessed Margaret of Castello, Part I: Blessings in Disguise
By Anita More, O.P.L.

This is the first in a 
series of talks about Bl. 
Margaret of Castello, deliv-
ered at the meeting of the 
Idaho Lay Dominicans, Bl. 
Margaret of Castello Chap-
ter, at St. John’s Cathedral 
in Boise, Idaho on Sunday, 
October 15, 2006. 



Truth Be Told 4                                                 Page 15                                                  May-Jun 2009

him at the moment. He was overjoyed, however, at the 
prospect of having a son to follow in his footsteps and 
carry on the family name, and had not stinted in his 
preparations to celebrate the child’s arrival. 

But all celebrations and plans for celebrations stopped 
together when the child actually appeared in the light of 
day. In the first place, the child was a girl. But what was 
worse, in what her parents considered a cruel blow of fate 
– on them – she was severely deformed. She was a 
dwarf; she had one leg shorter than the other; she was 
hunchbacked; and, it would soon be discovered that the 
she was completely blind. Instead of evoking pity and an 
increase in parental love and solicitude, the very sight of 
her filled her parents with disgust. 

Their first order of business, then, was not their daugh-
ter’s physical or even spiritual well-being, but to envelop 
the child in a shroud of strict secrecy. This led to a conflict 
between her parents and the local priest, Father Capel-
lano, over her need to be baptized. Whereas Fr. Capel-
lano insisted on her being baptized, her parents’ priority 
lay in hiding her existence. Custom dictated that all chil-
dren be baptized in the cathedral of the diocese: this 
meant the risk of exposing the baby to public view, and 
therefore the parents to ridicule. As far as Parisio and 
Emilia were concerned, this dwarfed the danger of her 
dying without the Sacrament of Baptism. Eventually, how-
ever, Father Capellano succeeded in persuading Emilia to 
have the baby baptized; so a trustworthy maid was given 
the task of taking her to the cathedral. Since the child’s 
name was a matter of complete indifference to her par-
ents (beyond the awful possibility of her being given her 
mother’s name), the maid chose the name Margaret, 
meaning “pearl.” 

As the years passed, it became clear that although Mar-
garet had no physical assets, her intellect was sharp and 
clear. She was also a gregarious child and, having the 
freedom of the castle, whose ways she knew well, in spite 
of her blindness, made regular visits to everyone, and 
was well loved – except by her parents, who refused to 
see her. She was also a devout child, and visited the 
chapel every day to pray. Her freedom was not unre-
stricted, however: she had to stay away from her parents’ 
quarters; and, in the interest of secrecy, she was made to 
keep to her room whenever there were visitors. 

This procedure, however, was not foolproof. One day, 
when Margaret was six, she accidentally met a visitor and 
revealed her identity as the daughter of the lord and lady 
of the castle. This prompted an outbreak of parental fear, 
lest their ugly secret be discovered, as well as determina-
tion that such an appalling incident never again be re-
peated. After thinking the matter over, Parisio hit upon the 
brilliant scheme of walling Margaret up in a tiny cell at the 
local parish church in the forest a quarter of a mile from 

the castle. He rationalized this on the grounds that Marga-
ret might hurt herself wandering through the castle, and 
that it would be a great privilege for the devout little girl to 
be able to pray day and night without let or hindrance. 
Despite his wife’s weak protests, this plan was carried 
out. Thus were little Margaret’s friendly disposition and 
piety turned against her. 

At least some of Parisio’s underlings, though unwilling to 
break openly with their lord, were outraged at this treat-
ment of his helpless, pathetic daughter. But Fr. Capellano 
apparently had a true grasp of the reality of Margaret’s 
situation. It was true that she suffered excruciating ago-
nies on account of her deformities and her family’s treat-
ment of her; but he saw that, child, though she was, she 
realized that these were a sure path to sanctity. She un-
derstood that her trials kept her close to God, and she 
had been able to be cheerful and friendly precisely be-
cause they made her more certain of being able to reach 
Him in the end. She wept bitterly indeed over her tor-
ments; but even Fr. Capellano was stunned by the real 
reason why. In his book The Life of Blessed Margaret of 
Castello, Fr. William Bonniwell, O.P. puts the following 
words into the priest’s mouth: 

She said, “Father, when they brought me here this morn-
ing, I did not understand – because of my sins – why God 
let this happen to me. But now He has made it clear. Je-
sus was rejected even by His own people, and God is 
letting me be treated the same so that I can follow our 
dear Lord more closely. And oh! Father, I am not good 
enough to be so near to God!” And she was so overcome 
by the thought of God’s love for her that she could not 
continue….

When Winston Churchill was voted out of office in 1945, 
his wife told him that it must be a blessing in disguise. He 
responded wryly that at the moment, the blessing was 
quite effectively disguised. No blessing could have been 
more effectively disguised than the agonies of Little Mar-
garet. But just six years into her story, we learn that what 
looks to us like God’s cruelty in allowing us to endure pain 
is really His Mercy. What would have happened to Little 
Margaret if she had been physically beautiful? Worse still, 
suppose she had been born a boy, and her father had 
been allowed the fulfillment of his dreams of grooming his 
child to succeed him? Would she ever have learned to 
see the real beauty that may lie behind physical ugliness? 
or would her parents have imparted to her their own spiri-
tual blindness? Would she have had any regard for the 
sufferings of others? or would her father’s cruelty and 
selfishness have been indelibly imprinted on her charac-
ter? How much of her father’s vicious nature would have 
been bequeathed to her, to the eternal ruin of her soul? 
And how much worse would the already cruel world of the 
13th Century have been, were it not for the graces that 
Little Margaret’s sufferings drew down upon it?

Blessings in disguise
(Continued from page 14)

(Continued on page 16)
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We can draw two lessons from Little Margaret’s early 
years. The first is the hideousness of ingratitude. There is 
no good thing that we deserve on our own merit, just as 
Little Margaret’s parents were far from deserving of their 
blessed daughter. Yet how often have we received great 
gifts that we, like they, do not even come close to appreci-
ating? We ought to thank God even for our trials, as Little 
Margaret did, because they keep us close to Him. 

And so we come to Little Margaret’s second lesson: God 
wills all things to our good, and the good that is His pri-
mary care is our eternal fate. God is not the author of evil, 
though He permits us to endure it so that He may bring a 
greater good out of it. There are times when the only way 
He can ensure our salvation is by allowing us to be un-
happy in this life. This is why we are beyond the bounds 
of our competency when we try to judge God, or lash out 
at Him because He permits evil. We may suffer cruelly, 
like Little Margaret; but we cannot know in this life the 
even greater evils that this suffering averts, not only for 
ourselves but for the world. 

Let us therefore ask Little Margaret to obtain for us an 
increase in fortitude, so that we may endure our trials with 
the same good cheer with which she bore hers, and the 
wisdom to follow her example and give thanks even for 
our crosses.

Netherlands: In an effort to determine the frequency of 
assisted suicide and euthanasia, two national studies 
were undertaken. The first study released by the Dutch 
government on September 10, 1991, found that physi-
cian-induced deaths accounted for more than 9.1 percent 
of annual deaths. Of those deaths, 2,300 were from re-
quested euthanasia, 400 were assisted suicide and 
1,040 (an average of approximately 3 per day) died from 
euthanasia which was administered without the patients’ 
knowledge or consent. Similar results were found in a 
follow up study five years later.

Summary of world wide trends in Euthanasia by the Inter-
national Task Force on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide, 
2005

Blessings in disguise
(Continued from page 15)

disgrace, poverty, imprisonment and a violent death; yet 
you bore all with the strength and good cheer for which 
you were known throughout your life. Through your 
prayers and intercession, obtain for me the grace to bear 
all the crosses that God sends me with patience and joy. 
Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory Be... Glorious St. Thomas 
More...

Eighth Day

Dear St. Thomas More, in your earthly life, you were a 
loyal child of God and a steadfast son of the Church, 
never taking your eyes off the crown for which you strove. 
Even in the face of death, you trusted in God to give you 
the victory, and He rewarded you with the palm of martyr-
dom. Through your prayers and intercession, obtain for 
me and mine the grace of final perseverance and protec-
tion from sudden and unprovided death, so that we may 
one day enjoy the Beatific Vision in your glorious com-
pany. Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory Be... Glorious St. 
Thomas More...

Ninth Day

Dear St. Thomas More, you spent your whole earthly life 
preparing for the life to come. Everything you endured 
prepared you not only for the glory God wished to bestow 
upon you in heaven, but for your work as the patron of 
lawyers, judges and statesmen, and steadfast friend to all 
who call upon you. Through your prayers and interces-
sion, obtain for us aid in all our necessities, both corporal 
and spiritual, and the grace to follow in your footsteps, 
until at last we are safely home with you in the mansions 
our Father has prepared for us in heaven. Our Father... 
Hail Mary... Glory Be... Glorious St. Thomas More…

With ecclesial approbation, 
†Most Reverend Michael P. Driscoll, Bishop of Boise

Novena
(Continued from page 13)

March 19, A GLIMPSE OF HEAVEN
Ven. ROGER WRENNO, L., 1616

WRENNO, a weaver, was condemned with Ven. Thulis 
for assisting priests. After he was turned off the ladder, 
the rope broke with the weight of his body, and he fell 
down to the ground. After a short space he came per-
fectly to himself, and, going upon his knees, began to 
pray very devoutly, his eyes and hands lifted up to 
Heaven. Upon this the minister Lee came to him and ex-
tolled the mercies of God in his regard and likewise the 
King’s clemency, who would give him his life if he would 
but take the oath. The good man at this arose, saying, "I 
am the same man I was, and in the same mind; use your 
pleasure with me," and with that he ran to the ladder, and 
went up it as fast as he could. "How now," says the sher-
iff, "what does the man mean, that he is in such haste ?" 
"Oh!" says the good man, "if you had seen that which I 
have just now seen you would be as much in haste to die 
as I now am." And so the executioner, putting a stronger 
rope about his neck, turned the ladder, and quickly sent 
him to see the good things of which before he had had a 
glimpse. He suffered at Lancaster, March 18, 1616.

"I believe to see the good things of the Lord
the land of the living." Ps. xxvi. 13.

—
From “Momentoes of the English Martyrs and Confessors, For Every 
day in the Year”
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Additional Resources

Responses to Certain Questions of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops Concerning Artificial Nu-
trition and Hydration, Sept 2008 (Link)

Address of John Paul II To The Participants in the Inter-
national Congress on "Life-Sustaining Treatments and 
Vegetative State: Scientific Advances and Ethical Dilem-
mas,"  March 2004
(Link)

Center for Bioethics and Culture (Link)

International Task Force on Euthanasia and Assisted Sui-
cide (Link)

Euthanasia.com, Information for Research on Euthanasia, 
Physician-Assisted Suicide, Living Wills, Mercy Killing 
(Link)

Will to Live Project, Robert Powell Center for Medical Eth-
ics (Link)

Not Dead Yet, the Resistance (Link)

Secondhand Smoke, blog of Wesley Smith (Link)

Holy Wounds Apostolate, Suffering (link)

After the Incarnation, the Cross 
of Jesus is the greatest proof of 
His love for man. Similarly, morti-
fication, which is suffering ea-
gerly accepted for the love of 
God, is one of the greatest proofs 
of love that we can give Him. It 
means freely giving up a satisfac-
tion or a pleasure in order to im-
pose on ourselves, for love of 
God, something which is contrary 
to our own natural inclinations; 
we thus prove that we prefer to 
satisfy God rather than our-
selves. Every act of voluntary 
mortification, whether physical or 
moral, says to God, "Lord, I love 
You more than myself!" And 
since a soul in love has an ardent 

desire to give proof of its love, it is very vigilant not to 
miss a single opportunity for renunciation.

Divine Intimacy, Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, 
O.C.D.

to Health Care Workers, Charter of Health Care Workers, 
n. 120). The evaluation of probabilities, founded on wan-
ing hopes for recovery when the vegetative state is pro-
longed beyond a year, cannot ethically justify the cessa-
tion or interruption of minimal care for the patient, includ-
ing nutrition and hydration. Death by starvation or dehy-
dration is, in fact, the only possible outcome as a result of 
their withdrawal. In this sense it ends up becoming, if 
done knowingly and willingly, true and proper euthanasia 
by omission. 

In this regard, I recall what I wrote in the Encyclical Evan-
gelium Vitae, making it clear that "by euthanasia in the 
true and proper sense must be understood an action or 
omission which by its very nature and intention brings 
about death, with the purpose of eliminating all pain"; 
such an act is always "a serious violation of the law of 
God, since it is the deliberate and morally unacceptable 
killing of a human person" (n. 65). 

Besides, the moral principle is well known, according to 
which even the simple doubt of being in the presence of a 
living person already imposes the obligation of full respect 
and of abstaining from any act that aims at anticipating 
the person's death. 

Address of John Paul II To The Participants in the Inter-
national Congress on "Life-Sustaining Treatments and 
Vegetative State: Scientific Advances and Ethical Dilem-
mas,"  March 2004

No Man an Island
(Continued from page 2)

http://www.priestsforlife.org/euthanasia/concerning-artificial-nutrition-and-hydration.htm
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/speeches/2004/march/documents/hf_jp-ii_spe_20040320_congress-fiamc_en.htmlw=&r=www.catholic.org/national/national_story.php?id=25389
http://www.thecbc.org/
http://www.internationaltaskforce.org/
http://www.euthanasia.com/
http://www.nrlc.org/euthanasia/willtolive/index.html
http://www.notdeadyet.org/docs/about.html
http://www.wesleyjsmith.com/blog/
http://www.holywoundsapostolate.com/html/suffering.htm
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1. Do we have a "right to die?"
When people ask me about the "right to die," I respond, 
"Don't worry -- you won't miss out on it!" 

A right is a moral claim. We do not have a claim on death; 
rather, death has a claim on us! Some see the "right to 
die" as parallel to the "right to life." In fact, however, they 
are opposite. The "right to life" is based on the fact that 
life is a gift that we do not possess as a piece of property 
(which we can purchase or sell or give away or destroy at 
will), but rather is an inviolable right. It cannot be taken 
away by another or by the person him/herself. The "right 
to die" is based, rather, on the idea of life as a "thing we 
possess" and may discard when it no longer meets our 
satisfaction. The "Right to die" philosophy says there is 
such a thing as a "life not worth living." For a Christian, 
however, life is worthy in and of itself, and not because it 
meets certain criteria that others or we might set. 

2. What is "euthanasia?"
"Euthanasia," from the Greek words meaning "good 
death," is something we do or fail to do which causes, or 
is intended to cause, death, in order to remove a person 
from suffering. This is sometimes called "mercy killing."

3. What is "assisted suicide?"
This refers to an act by which one assists another in tak-
ing his or her own life. A physician, for example, who en-
gages in "assisted suicide" would, upon the patient's re-
quest, provide the deadly drugs for the person to use.

4. What is the difference between "active" and 
"passive" euthanasia?
"Active" euthanasia refers to an action one takes to end a 
life, for example, a lethal injection. "Passive" euthanasia 
refers to an omission -- such as failing to intervene at a 
life-threatening crisis, or failing to provide nourishment.

It is important not to confuse "passive euthanasia" with 
the morally legitimate decision to withhold medical treat-
ment that is not morally necessary. (The question of what 
is or is not morally necessary is handled below.) When we 
forego a treatment that we are not required to use, then 
even if death comes faster as a result, that withholding is 
not euthanasia in any form and should not be called by 
the name.

5. What kind of treatments and interventions, then, 
are morally obligatory, and which are not?
No matter how ill a patient is, we never have a right to put 
that person to death. Rather, we have a duty to care for 
and preserve life. But to what length are we required to go 
to preserve life? No religion or state holds that we are 
obliged to use every possible means to prolong life. The 
means we use have traditionally been classified as either 
"ordinary" or "extraordinary." 

"Ordinary" means must always be used. This is any treat-
ment or procedure which provides some benefit to the 
patient without excessive burden or hardship. 

"Extraordinary" means are optional. These are measures 
which do present an excessive burden. 

The distinction here is not between "artificial" and 
"natural." Many artificial treatments will be "ordinary" 
means in the moral sense, as long as they provide some 
benefit without excessive burden. It depends, of course, 
on the specific case in point, with all its medical details. 
We cannot figure out ahead of time, in other words, 
whether or not we ourselves or a relative want some spe-
cific treatment to be used on us "when the time comes," 
because we do not know in advance what our medical 
situation will be at that time or what treatments will be 
available. When the time does come, however, we must 
consult on the medical and moral aspects of the situation. 
Remember, procedures providing benefit without unrea-
sonable hardship are obligatory; others are not. You 
should consult your clergyman when the situations arise.

6. Shouldn't a person be able to say that his or her 
pain and suffering is too much to bear, and have the 
right to be free of that suffering?
Our duties toward others and ourselves certainly require 
reasonable efforts to alleviate suffering. At the same time, 
it is impossible to live without suffering, and therefore it 
makes no sense to talk about a "right" to be completely 
free of it. The pro-euthanasia movement maintains that 
our rights include determining the time and manner of our 
own death. First of all, given the fact that people die unex-
pectedly every day of both natural and accidental causes, 
this philosophy is patently absurd. If, however, one simply 
considers the so-called right to choose death when suffer-
ing is too great, then we have to ask the question of what 
kind of suffering qualifies.

Who is to say, in other words, that the suffering of a teen-
ager who has just flunked his most important class in 
school, lost his girlfriend, and been kicked off the football 
team, isn't a suffering too great for him to bear? What if 
he thinks it is? Do we allow him to commit suicide -- be-
cause he has the right to determine the end of his life -- or 
do we call a crisis hotline? The question is critical, be-
cause either people do not have the right to end their lives 
in any circumstance, or else they do have that right, and 
the circumstances don't matter.

7. What about people who are unable to communi-
cate?
What about them? That, indeed, is the question for the 
pro-euthanasia forces. People who cannot communicate 
are people, nevertheless. This gets to the heart of the 

(Continued on page 19)

Reflections on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide 
By Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director, Priests for Life 
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problem. A person's inability to function does not make 
their lives less valuable. People do not become 
"vegetables." Children of God never lose the Divine im-
age in which they were made. 

A key distinction that needs to be made here is between a 
patient who is dying and one who is not.

When one is dying, we try with all reasonable means to 
sustain life, and as we have noted already, some inter-
ventions are necessary and some are not. But when one 
is not dying, then there isn't even a question of what 
"treatments" to provide. There is such a thing as a use-
less treatment, but there is no such thing as a useless life. 
This is where the confusion arises. A person who cannot 
walk, or cannot communicate, or is not conscious (as far 
as we can tell), still has a right to life and to reasonable 
measures to sustain life.

8. Must we always provide food and fluids to a pa-
tient?
When we come back from lunch, we do not say that we 
just had "our latest medical treatment." Food and drink 
are a normal aspect of taking care of life and health, not 
an extraordinary intervention. As aspects of normal care, 
therefore, they are morally obligatory.

In the case of a person who is not dying but whose physi-
cal or mental functioning is impaired, the question often 
arises as to whether we should "keep them alive" by feed-
ing them. But there is no more of a doubt about keeping 
that person alive than about keeping alive anyone else 
who is not impaired! There is no underlying cause of 
death in this case. To fail to feed such a person is to intro-
duce a new cause of death, namely, starvation. This is 
what the current case of Terri Schindler-Schiavo in Flor-
ida is about.

In the case of somebody who is dying, food and fluids are 
to be provided as well. There may come a point when 
death is imminent and when the body no longer assimi-
lates what it is given, despite various efforts to feed the 
person by alternate means. At that stage, of course, it is 
normal to accept the inevitability of the person's death.

9. What are some of the common myths supporting 
euthanasia and assisted suicide?
a. It is a myth that most terminally ill people seek sui-

cide. "According to available data, only a small per-
centage of terminally ill or severely ill patients attempt 
or commit suicide." (p.9)

b. It is a myth that single events cause people to end their 
lives. "Contrary to popular opinion, suicide is not usually a 
reaction to an acute problem or crisis in one’s life or even 
to a terminal illness… Instead, certain personal character-
istics are associated with a higher risk of…suicide." (p.11)

c. It is a myth that requests for suicide represent a per-
son’s true desires. "Like other suicidal individuals, pa-
tients who desire suicide or an early death during a termi-
nal illness are usually suffering from a treatable mental 
illness, most commonly depression." (p.13)

d. It is a myth that terminal illness has to involve unman-
ageable pain. "Taken together, modern pain relief tech-
niques can alleviate pain in all but extremely rare 
cases." (p.40)

(Quotes are from a May 1994 study by the New York 
State Task Force on Life and Law entitled , When Death 
is Sought: Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia in the Medi-
cal Context.)

10. How does "voluntary" euthanasia lead to non-
voluntary" euthanasia?
"Right to die" proponents couch their arguments in terms 
of personal freedom and voluntary choice. But in fact, as 
soon as you say that people have a "right" to end their 
lives (voluntary euthanasia), you have automatically and 
immediately introduced non-voluntary euthanasia, that is, 
killing people without their having asked for it. The reason 
is simple: A person should not be deprived of a "right" 
simply because they are not able to ask for it. This is es-
pecially easy to understand when the "right" is freedom 
from suffering. Why should someone suffer just because 
he cannot vocalize his desire to die?

This also leads to involuntary euthanasia, the killing of 
people although they want to live. The reasoning that 
leads to this conclusion is that the patient is not in a posi-
tion to properly evaluate what is best for him/her in the 
circumstances -- so we will step in and do what is best.

11. How are euthanasia and assisted suicide political 
issues?
The first purpose of government is to defend and protect 
the lives of the citizens, and both euthanasia and assisted 
suicide contradict that fundamental purpose. To move 
from the view that government has an essential duty to 
protect lives, to the view that it can choose to destroy (or 
permit the destruction) of life, is a "sea change" about 
which the US Catholic bishops have spoken in the follow-
ing words:

"The losers in this ethical sea change will be those who 
are elderly, poor, disabled and politically marginalized. 
None of these pass the utility test; and yet, they at least 
have a presence. They at least have the possibility of or-
ganizing to be heard. Those who are unborn, infirm and 
terminally ill have no such advantage. They have no 
"utility," and worse, they have no voice. As we tinker with 
the beginning, the end and even the intimate cell structure 
of life, we tinker with our own identity as a free nation 
dedicated to the dignity of the human person. When 

(Continued on page 20)
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American political life becomes an experiment on people 
rather than for and by them, it will no longer be worth con-
ducting. We are arguably moving closer to that 
day" (1998, Living the Gospel of Life, n.4)

12. What does support for euthanasia and assisted 
suicide say about a candidate?
Support for any form of killing the innocent, including kill-
ing oneself, indicates that a candidate for public office 
believes in a different kind of government than that set up 
by our Founding Fathers.

Ultimately, there are only two forms of government. All of 
the varied governments throughout the history of the 
world fall into two categories. The first type acknowledges 
that our rights come from God and that government exists 
to secure those rights. The other type says that govern-
ment is the source of those rights and therefore can alter, 
add to them, subtract from them or deny them completely.

The Declaration of Independence says that the United 
States is a government of the first type, acknowledging as 
"self-evident" that we are endowed with our basic rights, 
starting with the right to life, from our Creator, and that "to 
secure those rights, governments are instituted."

Let's make no mistake about it. One of the things we are 
going to decide in our national elections is which of those 
two types of government America will continue to be.

13. How do euthanasia and assisted suicide rank in 
importance among the various issues we have to 
consider in an election?
Euthanasia and assisted suicide are foundational issues
because they attack a foundational right, the right to life. 
These issues, therefore, carry greater weight than issues 
which deal with the quality of life or with lesser rights. 

The US Bishops, in Living the Gospel of Life, write, 
"Abortion and euthanasia have become preeminent 
threats to human dignity because they directly attack life 
itself, the most fundamental human good and the condi-
tion for all others. They are committed against those who 
are weakest and most defenseless, those who are genu-
inely 'the poorest of the poor'" (n. 5). … All direct attacks 
on innocent human life, such as abortion and euthanasia, 
strike at the house's foundation. These directly and imme-
diately violate the human person's most fundamental right 
-- the right to life. Neglect of these issues is the equivalent 
of building our house on sand. Such attacks cannot help 
but lull the social conscience in ways ultimately destruc-
tive of other human rights" (n. 23)

The Holy Father says that when the right to life is denied 
by a state, the state itself disintegrates. He writes, 

"In this way democracy, contradicting its own principles, 

effectively moves towards a form of totalitarianism. The 
State is no longer the "common home" where all can live 
together on the basis of principles of fundamental equal-
ity, but is transformed into a tyrant State, which arrogates 
to itself the right to dispose of the life of the weakest and 
most defenseless members, from the unborn child to the 
elderly, in the name of a public interest which is really 
nothing but the interest of one part. The appearance of 
the strictest respect for legality is maintained, at least 
when the laws permitting abortion and euthanasia are the 
result of a ballot in accordance with what are generally 
seen as the rules of democracy. Really, what we have 
here is only the tragic caricature of legality; the democ-
ratic ideal, which is only truly such when it acknowledges 
and safeguards the dignity of every human person, is be-
trayed in its very foundations: "How is it still possible to 
speak of the dignity of every human person when the kill-
ing of the weakest and most innocent is permitted? In the 
name of what justice is the most unjust of discriminations 
practiced: some individuals are held to be deserving of 
defense and others are denied that dignity?" When this 
happens, the process leading to the breakdown of a 
genuinely human co-existence and the disintegration of 
the State itself has already begun.

"To claim the right to abortion, infanticide and euthanasia, 
and to recognize that right in law, means to attribute to 
human freedom a perverse and evil significance: that of 
an absolute power over others and against others. This is 
the death of true freedom" (Evangelium Vitae, 20)

14. How do advocates of euthanasia and assisted sui-
cide manipulate language to make their position 
seem acceptable?
Advocates of euthanasia and assisted suicide advance 
their philosophy and legislative proposals by using terms 
such as "assist in dying," and "helping to die." This is 
carefully veiled language that, in a way very similar to the 
phrase "pro-choice," makes something which is very evil 
sound very good. 

An example of its effectiveness is the following story.

I was stationed in a New York City parish some years ago 
when a ballot initiative regarding assisted suicide came 
up in another state. I asked the parishioners to contact 
any friends or relatives they had in that state, to inform 
them of how harmful the initiative was. A few days later, 
one of the parishioners told me she spoke to her daugh-
ter, who lived in the state in question, and that her daugh-
ter obtained a copy of the various initiatives that were to 
be voted on. She said that the one I spoke about wasn't 
listed.

I asked her to send me the list...And right there on the list 
was the ballot initiative I had spoken of. This woman and 
her daughter, even when they knew what they were look-

(Continued on page 21)
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ing for, couldn't find it, because the language was so 
carefully sugar-coated. The initiative spoke about giving 
"assistance in dying."

This kind of language blurs the critical moral distinction 
between giving assistance to a dying person and placing 
an act which brings about death.

Mother Teresa "assisted" many people "in dying" and 
"helped" many people "to die." She was present to them, 
assuring them that they would not die alone. She helped 
them find the courage to face death, the conviction that 
their dignity had not been lost, and the serenity borne of 
receiving love from people and from God. This is the le-
gitimate meaning of death with dignity and of helping peo-
ple to die. This, in fact, is the Gospel response to the dy-
ing members of the human family.

15. Is it acceptable to sign a "Living Will?"
Obviously, we cannot predict the future, or know in ad-
vance what form of sickness or disease we may be af-
flicted with in the years ahead. We do not know what 
treatments we will need or what will be available.

The making of a "Living Will" presupposes that we know 
what kind of medical treatments we will want to use or 
avoid in the future. It speaks about treatments before we 
even know the disease; it turns a future option into a pre-
sent decision. 

Not every medical treatment is always obligatory. But to 
figure out which treatments are obligatory, morally speak-
ing, and which are only optional, one must know the 
medical facts of the case. These facts are then examined 
in the light of the moral principles involved. But to try to 
make that decision in advance is to act without all the 
necessary information. Moreover, to make that decision 
legally binding by means of a formal document is really 
putting the cart before the horse. It is not morally justified. 
Living Wills are both unnecessary and dangerous. 

Living Wills are also unnecessary because they propose 
to give rights which patients and doctors already possess. 
People already have the right to make informed consent 
decisions telling their family and physicians how they 
want to be treated if and when they can no longer make 
decisions for themselves. Doctors are already free to 
withhold or withdraw useless procedures in terminal 
cases that provide no benefit to the patient. Some people 
fear that medical technology will be used to torture them 
in their final days. But it is more likely that the 'medical 
heroics' people fear are the very treatments that will make 
possible a more comfortable, less painful death.

Moreover, if the living will indicates one does not want "to 
be kept alive by medications" or "artificial means" what 
does that mean? An aspirin is "medication," is it not? 

Drinking through a straw is "artificial." People can con-
strue meanings for these words which the signer of the 
document never intended.

16. What are the alternatives to a "Living Will?"
A safer route is to appoint a health care proxy who can 
speak for you in those cases where you may not be able 
to speak for yourself. This should be a person who shares 
your moral convictions, and who will be able to apply 
them to specific medical situations that may arise for you 
in the future.

Some are worried that they will have all kinds of treatment 
they don't want. But in the current climate, you are more 
at risk of the opposite, as more and more hospitals are 
refusing life-saving treatment to people who want it. Be-
cause of this, more and more people are signing docu-
ments, called the "Will to Live," that expressly indicate 
their desire for life-saving treatment, should the need 
arise.

17. What are some questions I should ask candidates 
regarding euthanasia and assisted suicide?
This issue, first of all, should be raised with candidates at 
all levels of government. Many of these battles are taking 
place at the state level.

Candidates should be asked questions like the following:

Do you believe that government should protect the lives 
of the sick, the dying, or the physically or mentally im-
paired, without judging the worth of those lives?

Do you believe that the state has the right to allow sui-
cide, or the administration of lethal drugs?

Do you think that federally controlled drugs should be al-
lowed for use in assisting a suicide?

Do you think that health care needs to be "rationed," or do 
you acknowledge that we have both the means and the 
duty to give all reasonable health care to citizens, without 
judging the merit of their lives based on their ability to 
function? Priests for Life

Reflections
(Continued from page 20)

The Church of Today

“The Church’s teaching authority cannot be frozen in 
the year 1962 – this must be quite clear …. But some of 
those who put themselves forward as great defenders 
of the Council also need to be reminded that Vatican II 
embraces the entire doctrinal history of the Church.  
Anyone who wishes to be obedient to the Council has 
to accept the faith professed over the centuries, and 
cannot sever the roots from which the tree draws its 
life.”

Pope Benedict XVI

http://www.priestsforlife.org/euthanasia/euthanasiaqanda.htm
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Between 1994 and last Tuesday, the assisted-suicide 
movement in this country was moribund. After Oregon 
passed Measure 16 (the Death with Dignity Act) in 1994 
and saw it go into effect in 1997–despite widespread ex-
pectations, myriad state legislative efforts, and two voter 
referenda (Michigan and Maine)–no other state swal-
lowed the hemlock.

Frustrated advocates adopted an “Oregon-plus-one” strat-
egy, believing that if only a second state legalized as-
sisted suicide, it would put the winds back into their sails. 
That theory is about to be tested. Boosted by a multi-
million dollar campaign budget that swamped the opposi-
tion—most coming from out of state, some even from out 
of the country—fronted by a popular former governor who 
also poured hundreds of thousands of dollars of his own 
money into the cause, and cheered on by a media all but 
unanimously in favor of “death with dignity,” Washington 
State became the “plus one” on November 4, 2008 when 
Initiative 1000 cruised to a 58–42 victory.

And with that success, the sails of the ghost ship Eutha-
nasia rippled with the briskly rising breeze, and once 
again began to plow through the waves toward other 
shores, far and near. Soon, legislation will be introduced 
to legalize assisted suicide in state throughout the coun-
try—California, Vermont, Arizona, Wisconsin, Hawaii, per-
haps Ohio, and others—to make it Oregon-plus-two, -
three, -four, and -five.

The victory will also be used to further the euthanasia 
cause internationally. Every time a legal sovereignty says 
yes to mercy killing, it grants permission for others to do 

the same. Thus, expect I-1000’s passage to boost the 
cause in countries such as Australia, France, the United 
Kingdom, and New Zealand—to name just a few—all of 
which have been edging ever closer in recent years to 
joining the Netherlands and Belgium in permitting eutha-
nasia, and Switzerland, which allows assisted suicide by 
lay facilitators.

Beyond the politics of the thing, the passage of I-1000 
begs a far more fundamental question: Why now, when 
for the first time in human history the pain and discomfort-
ing symptoms of serious illness can be substantially alle-
viated, do so many find mercy killing and suicide so ap-
pealing? Think of it as a symptom rather than a cause. 
The euthanasia movement reflects a profound nihilism 
that has been spreading like a cancer throughout the 
West for the past hundred years.

The extent of our societal illness was described succinctly 
several years ago by the Canadian journalist Andrew 
Coyne. Writing in the wake of widespread public support 
for Robert Latimer, a Saskatchewan farmer who mur-
dered his twelve-year-old daughter Tracy because she 
was disabled by cerebral palsy, Coyne wrote: “A society 
that believes in nothing can offer no argument even 
against death. A culture that has lost its faith in life cannot 
comprehend why it should be endured.”

Ponder three recent stories out of the United Kingdom, 
which seem to validate Coyne’s premise. The first story 
involved a mentally ill woman named Kerrie Wooltorton, 
who had repeatedly attempted to kill herself by swallow-
ing antifreeze. On her last attempt, she called an ambu-

Assisted Suicide: The Wind in their Sails
By Wesley Smith

(Continued on page 23)
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lance—but when she was wheeled in to the ER, Wooltor-
ton was clutching a “living will” in which she declined to be 
saved. That note morally paralyzed the medical team. Que-
ries were made, consultations held—and the decision 
made to let her die. The physician who could have saved 
her life later told an inquest: “It’s a horrible thing to have to 
do but I felt I had no alternative but to go with her wishes.”

Then, there is “suicide tourism”—think Jack Kevorkian on 
the international stage—in which hundreds of people have 
flown from their own countries to Switzerland for assisted 
suicides at the hands of death facilitating organizations. 
One of the most recent cases involves a young man 
named Daniel James who was taken to Switzerland by his 
parents for an assisted suicide after the young man was 
paralyzed in a rugby accident and became despondently 
suicidal. The grieving parents are unapologetic and the 
case has become a cause célèbre for legalizing assisted 
suicide in the UK. After all, why should such things have to 
be done overseas? The idea of suicide prevention seems 
not to come up much in the discussion.

Meanwhile, the agenda is also being furthered by a woman 
named Debbie Purdy. Purdy has progressive multiple scle-
rosis and wants her husband to be able to take her to Swit-
zerland for assisted suicide so that she can choose to die 
without legal consequence. Boosted by the James case, 
Purdy has garnered much media support.

Thus, the Times of London columnist Libby Purves wrote:

Debbie Purdy has an incurable degenerative disease and 
all she wants is permission to shorten the last painful 
months. Knowing there is an escape route might be so 
comforting that you never use it. Many terminally ill people 
willingly live each day, particularly if they get palliative care 
and comfort from the hospice movement rather than suffer-
ing in a stressed, overlit general hospital. But the law on 
Swiss-bound helpers must be clarified. Dignitas [a Swiss 
assisted-suicide organization] will not be un-invented.

Of course, James wasn’t, and Purdy isn’t, terminally ill. So 
we see the slippery slope slip-sliding away even within 
Purves’ own column.

Doctors’ letting Wooltorton die, James’ parents taking him 
to Switzerland to die, Purdy’s lawsuit agreed upon by her 
husband, and suicide-supportive columns like Purves’ are 
unquestionably intended to be kind; but they are not. With 
such deaths emotively and sympathetically reported in the 
media, and with every lawsuit that chinks away at the laws 
intended to protect people with serious difficulties from sui-
cide, mercy killing becomes more easily envisioned, more 
comfortably embraced.

Assisted Suicide
(Continued from page 22) By passing I-1000, Washington voters added dry kindling 

to this smoldering fire. If more of us don’t man the hoses 
soon, we risk being consumed by the flames.

Wesley J. Smith is a Senior Fellow in Human Rights and 
Bioethics at the Discovery Institute, an attorney for the 
International Task Force on Euthanasia and Assisted Sui-
cide, and a special consultant to the Center for Bioethics 
and Culture.

This article is reprinted from First Things, Nov 10, 2008

The… hidden challenge…that every parish…faces, …is a 
lack of respect for people who are in, perhaps, the proc-
ess of dying.  

There is a tendency either to want to hasten that or to 
totally curtail any kind of suffering in death… For instance, 
I’ve heard nurses say, in hospice and in nursing homes, 
“There’s no cap on the morphine, so continue to increase 
the morphine until the person is totally tranquil,” which 
may not be necessary for pain control to that extent.  And 
it’s a kind of hastening of death, and we have to be very, 
very careful and very vigilant about that kind of encroach-
ment on life issues. 

I really believe that the faith of the individual and the faith 
of the family surrounding the individual make the passage 
into eternity much easier, much more tranquil, much more 
bearable, even when there is serious suffering.  

But we’ve sort of forgotten the true meaning of compas-
sion and consolation.  Part of Pope Benedict’s encyclical 
Spe Salvi has this beautiful section on suffering and 
death.  [In paragraph 38 of Spe Salvi, he says,] “The true 
measure of humanity is essentially determined in relation-
ship to suffering and to the sufferer.  This holds true both 
for the individual and for society.” And then this line, 
which’s so telling: “A society unable to accept its suffering 
members and incapable of helping to share their suffering 
and to bear it inwardly through com-passion”- and he hy-
phenates that word - “is a cruel and inhuman society.”  

It’s powerful, powerful language, and in some ways, we 
have become precisely that society which is incapable of 
standing with the person in their suffering, which is what 
compassion means, and offering them genuine con-
solation - again, the Holy Father hyphenates that word -
to be with them in that moment of aloneness when they 
are facing eternity, as we all will, alone.

Published in Celebrate Life September - October 2008 

Dying With (Real) Dignity
Bishop Robert Vasa
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"The common outcry, which is justly made on behalf 
of human rights--for example, the right to health, to 
home, to work, to family, to culture--is false and illu-
sory if the right to life, the most basic and fundamental 
right and the condition for all other personal rights, is 
not defended with maximum determination."

Pope John Paul II

ADVANCE DIRECTIVE

An advance directive is a document by which a person 
makes provision for health care decisions in the event 
that, in the future, he/she becomes unable to make those 
decisions.

 There are two main types of advance directive -- the 
"Living Will" and the "Durable Power of Attorney for 
Health Care." There are also hybrid documents which 
combine elements of the Living Will with those of the Du-
rable Power of Attorney.

  LIVING WILL

 A Living Will is the oldest type of health care advance 
directive.

  It is a signed, witnessed (or notarized) document called 
a "declaration" or "directive." Most declarations instruct an 
attending physician to withhold or withdraw medical inter-
ventions from its signer if he/she is in a terminal condition 
and is unable to make decisions about medical treatment.

Since an attending physician who may be unfamiliar with 
the signer's wishes and values has the power and author-
ity to carry out the signer's directive, certain terms con-
tained in the document may be interpreted by the physi-
cian in a manner that was not intended by the signer.

 Family members and others who are familiar with the 
signer's values and wishes have no legal standing to in-
terpret the meaning of the directive.

  DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR HEALTH 
CARE

A Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care is a signed, 
witnessed (or notarized) document in which the signer 
designates an agent to make health care decisions if the 
signer is temporarily or permanently unable to make such 
decisions.

 Unlike most Living Wills, the Durable Power of Attorney 
for Health Care does not require that the signer have a 
terminal condition.

 An agent must be chosen with great care since the agent 
will have great power and authority to make decisions 
about whether health care will be provided, withheld or 
withdrawn from the signer.

It is extremely important that the signer carefully discuss 
his/her values, wishes and instructions with the agent be-
fore and at the time the document is signed. Such discus-
sions may also continue after the document is signed.

It is also important that the agent be willing to exercise 
his/her power and authority to make certain that the 
signer's values, wishes and instructions are respected.

COMBINATION ADVANCE DIRECTIVE

 A combination advance directive is a signed, witnessed 
(or notarized) document which contains specific written 
directions that are to be followed by a named agent.

 Since it is not possible to predict all circumstances that 
may be faced in the future or to cover all possible inter-
ventions, specific directions may severely limit the discre-
tion and flexibility that the agent needs and may restrict 
the agent's authority in a way the signer did not intend.

 In addition, the specific written directions may not be al-
tered through discussions between the signer and the 
agent. Any changes necessitate a new document to re-
flect nuances or changed directions. 

 It is important that all adults consider who will make 
medical decisions for them if they are temporarily or per-
manently unable to make them for themselves.

 Unless a person has an advance directive, many health 
care providers and institutions will make critical decisions 
for him/her or a court may appoint a guardian who is unfa-
miliar with the person's values and wishes.

PROTECTIVE MEDICAL DECISIONS DOCUMENT 
(PMDD)

The PMDD is a protective Durable Power of Attorney for 
Health Care which is available from the International Task 
Force on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide. 

In the PMDD the signer names a trusted person to make 
health care decisions in the event that the signer is tem-
porarily or permanently unable to make such decisions.

The PMDD, which specifically prohibits assisted suicide 
and euthanasia, is available in a Multi-State version for 
use in most states. It is also available in state-specific 
versions for states where particular requirements make a 
state-specific version necessary.

Link

DEFINITIONS
From the International Task force on Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide

http://www.internationaltaskforce.org/advdir.htm
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Now I say that as surely as there is a God in heaven, just 
so surely the Catholic Church is His representative on 
earth. The evidence in the one case is as abundant, as 
convincing as in the other. And the proof in either case is 
not direct; it is cumulative, and let me also add, is over-
whelming.

Jesus Christ has said, ‘Will you also go away?’ And 
again: ‘Blessed is he whosoever shall not be scandalized 
in Me.’ Wherein lies the secret of this scandal, this of-
fence? It lies in that very selfsame thing which is the se-
cret of the Church’s life and power. I say it, my friends, 
with solemn emphasis; the scandal which turns so many 
backward is the offense of the Cross. And it is the Cross, 
the Imation of the Passion, the life of sacrifice, the princi-
ple of heroism, which is not merely the Church’s inheri-
tance, but which gives her her glorious inspiration and 
constitutes her undying force. Outside of the Catholic 
Church the doctrine of the Cross has faded into a vague 
tradition. There are many who profess to believe in the 
Son of God, but the mystery of His Cross and passion 
has become for them a sentimental abstraction or a cold 
philosophy. Oh, that those whose hearts can still be 
stirred by the contemplation of the most wondrous trag-
edy the world has ever witnessed might come to learn 
that there exists on earth a kingdom of souls in which Je-
sus Christ is loved, and worshipped, and imitated with a 
passionate devotion unknown to them in their forlorn iso-
lation! The life of Christ is the life of His Church, but it is a 
life purchased by suffering and death.  He is risen and is 
with her still; and as He died and rose again, so she dies 
with Him continually, and rises into a life new and immor-
tal.  See, in this nineteenth century she has risen again 
before your very eyes! Death hath no more dominion over 
her.

Fr. Fidelis of the Cross, C.P., address at the inauguration 
of the Catholic University of America, 1899, as quoted in 
Social Justice Review, Vol. 100, No. 1-2, 2009

When Pope Benedict XVI commented this month that 
condom distribution isn't helping, and may be worsening, 
the spread of HIV/AIDS in Africa, he set off a firestorm of 
protest. Most non-Catholic commentary has been highly 
critical of the pope. A cartoon in the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
reprinted in The Post, showed the pope somewhat ghoul-
ishly praising a throng of sick and dying Africans: 
"Blessed are the sick, for they have not used condoms."

Yet, in truth, current empirical evidence supports him.

We liberals who work in the fields of global HIV/AIDS and 
family planning take terrible professional risks if we side 
with the pope on a divisive topic such as this. The con-
dom has become a symbol of freedom and -- along with 
contraception -- female emancipation, so those who ques-
tion condom orthodoxy are accused of being against 
these causes. My comments are only about the question 
of condoms working to stem the spread of AIDS in Af-
rica's generalized epidemics -- nowhere else.

In 2003, Norman Hearst and Sanny Chen of the Univer-
sity of California conducted a condom effectiveness study 
for the United Nations' AIDS program and found no evi-
dence of condoms working as a primary HIV-prevention 
measure in Africa. UNAIDS quietly disowned the study. 
(The authors eventually managed to publish their findings 
in the quarterly Studies in Family Planning.) Since then, 
major articles in other peer-reviewed journals such as the 
Lancet, Science and BMJ have confirmed that condoms 
have not worked as a primary intervention in the popula-
tion-wide epidemics of Africa. In a 2008 article in Science 
called "Reassessing HIV Prevention" 10 AIDS experts 
concluded that "consistent condom use has not reached a 
sufficiently high level, even after many years of wide-
spread and often aggressive promotion, to produce a 
measurable slowing of new infections in the generalized 
epidemics of Sub-Saharan Africa."

Dr. Edward C. Green is the Director of the AIDS Preven-
tion Research Project, and a Senior Research Scientist, 
Harvard School of Public Health and Center for Popula-
tion and Development Studies, Harvard University 

Washington Post, March 29, 2009

The Life of Christ is the Life of His Church
By Fr. Fidelis of the Cross, C.P.

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, kill-
ing the prophets and stoning 
those who are sent to you! 
How often would I have gath-
ered your children together as 
a hen gathers her brood under 
her wings, and you would not!  
[Mt 23:37] 

Tolerance

“We need to remember that tolerance is not a Christian 
virtue.  Charity, justice, mercy, prudence, honesty –
these are Christian virtues.  And obviously, in a diverse 
community, tolerance is an important working princi-
ple.  But it’s never an end itself.  In fact, tolerating 
grave evil within a society is itself a form of serious 
evil.   Likewise, democratic pluralism does not mean 
that Catholics should be quiet in public about serious 
moral issues because of some misguided sense of 
good manners.”

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
 at a lecture in Toronto, Canada, 23-02-2009

The Pope May Be Right
By Edward C. Green

http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/summary/320/5877/749?ck=nck
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Sick report: Joanne Moore, Sue King and her mother, 
Mary Halverson's aunt, Joan Halverson; Cecelia Hosely's 
sister-in-law, Sue Hoesley; Mary Gedeon's sister, Dolores 
Pence.

Roberta Powell OPL

St. Andrew, Riverside

The St. Andrew Newman Center Chapter is beginning to 
study Pope Benedict XVI's book, Jesus of Nazareth, for 
the next few months. Since we had spent 2007 studying 
St. Paul, we only devoted our March formation to St. Paul 
this year. 

Our annual retreat is scheduled for the second weekend 
in October 2009 at Prince of Peace Abbey in Oceanside, 
CA. We invite others who are interested to join us. Fr. 
Emmerich Vogt will be our retreat master.

Paul Stempel, our secretary, resigned from his secretarial 
duties due to health concerns. At the March 2009 meet-
ing, the chapter selected Polly Dristas as his interim suc-
cessor. Paul's term expires this September, so Polly will 
finish out his term. We thank Paul for his ongoing dedica-
tion and we welcome Polly as Paul's able successor.

Nancy Sebastian OPL

St. Mary Magdalene, Tempe

St. Mary Magdalene Chapter annual retreat was reduced 
to one day this year in order to make it accessible to all 
members, reduce cost, and be closer to home.  It was 
held on April 25 at Blessed Sacrament Parish in northern 
Phoenix which offers a great venue for a day-long retreat.  
The theme was discernment, and the day was framed by 
Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours, as well as discussion.

Members of the chapter have joined a ministry to local 
homeless people, I-HELP.  Occasionally, we provide and 
serve dinner to up 45 people who then spend the night at 
a local church that can offer sleeping space and showers.

Karen Woods OPL

From the Chapters

Holy Rosary, Portland

Holy Rosary Chapter held a Day of Reflection on Friday 
evening, April 17 and all day Saturday, April 18 at Holy Ro-
sary Church this year for our retreat, Featuring Fr. Vincent 
Serpa.

The Chapter celebrated three professions and one recep-
tion on Sunday, April 26 at the 9:00 a.m. Mass.

Douglas Rife (Brother Martin DePorres) was received into 
the chapter.

Barbara Pommier (Sister Catherine of Siena) made tempo-
rary  profession for 2 years.

Roger Grinstead (Brother Martin DePorres) and Marie 
Grinstead (Sister Francis of Assisi) each made life profes-
sion.

A reception followed the Mass and  ceremony in Siena 
Hall.

The Chapter participated in Holy Rosary Church's 115 year 
celebration on Sunday January 25 by participating in the 
special Mass as a chapter and attending the reception af-
terward. Some chapter members also assisted in the 
kitchen at the reception. 

We are up to Section 22 of /Deus Caritas Est /by Pope 
Benedict XVI for our ongoing formation.

We offered Suffrages for deceased parents of Dominicans 
on February 7 by attending the 8:00 a.m. Mass and offer-
ing the Rosary and Office for the Dead afterward as a 
chapter.

Besides the 90 Thanksgiving baskets we delivered to the 
poor in our community prior to Thanksgiving, we were able 
to provide 30 families also with Christmas baskets.

When Mary is present the evil one is absent.
St. Louis de Montfort

(Continued on page 27)
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From the Chapters
(continued from previous page)

Holy Trinity, Phoenix

Holy Trinity Chapter had its annual Day of Reflection on 
Saturday April 4.  It was held at Mt. Claret Retreat Center 
in Phoenix, AZ.  Sr. Patt Smith, O.P. facilitated the Day of 
Reflection, and the focus for the day was Dominican spiri-
tuality and how we, as lay Dominicans, are incorporating 
Dominican spirituality into our daily lives.

Brian White OPL

St. Dominic, Eagle Rock

St. Dominic Chapter celebrated a day of profession and 
reception Saturday, April 25th.  The ceremonies were part 
of the 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Dominic's Church and were 
followed by a reception for parishioners, friends and family 
of: 

Received:

Timothy K. Rodrick   

Temporary professed:   

Teresita T. Carter  
Rosita Padilla Dizon   
Roger T. Vignocchi Jr. 
Manuela V. Jabat   
Graciela Quiroga Rojas  
Ronald V. Rojas, Jr. 

Nancy Riley O.P.L.

Bl. Margaret of Castello, Boise

Bl. Margaret of Castello Chapter held its second Lenten 
retreat March 20-22 at the Chapter House in Homedale 
and St. Paul Catholic Church in Nampa. This retreat in-
cluded a pilgrimage trip from Homedale to St. Paul in 
Nampa in order to gain the plenary indulgence granted dur-
ing the year of St. Paul.  The retreat opened with mass at 
the Chapter House, and adoration was continuous through 
closing on Sunday.  Mortification and penance in the book 
of Romans was studied.

The Dominican Overseas Education and Relief Service 
(DOERS) group has wrapped up the analysis of the Janu-
ary trip when 21 volunteers when to Honduras, and a trip in 
April will set up the groundwork for the next major trip in 
July.  Deficiencies in long term usage of pure water filtra-
tion systems were identified, and the program is adapting 
their installation, education, and support approach. New 
systems will be installed in July, along with delivery of pre-

natal vitamins, antibiotics, worming medication, and sur-
plus medical equipment. 

D.O.E.R.S. (Dominican Overseas Education & Relief So-
ciety) asks for your prayers and financial support in our 
effort to help address the health, nutrition and catechetical 
needs of the people of Honduras. Please contact us at: 
D.O.E.R.S., PO Box 50331, Boise ID 83705.

Mark Gross, OPL

Our Lady of the Mountain, Ashland

The chapter just completed a Study of Theology of the 
Body by Christopher West as part of our continuing study 
program.

Three members of the Chapter attended a retreat given 
by Father Vincent Serpa at Holy Rosary Parish in Port-
land, OR on May 17 and May 18, 2009. Father Serpa was 
an excellent Retreat Master.

Lucy Jovanelly, OPL

Seattle Group

We are a relatively new Chapter in the Seattle diocese, 
founded by Fr. Tom Kraft in the fall of 2006.  We're a 
small group and some of us travel far and wide up to 2-3 
hrs for our monthly meetings. Our parishes cover a great 
deal of Western Washington.

Last June, after our First Year Formation Program we 
were received into the Third Order of Dominicans. This 
year of study has been around the Beatitudes and Social 
Justice as well as the Rule / Statutes. And we are plan-
ning our First Profession in June.

Because we are the first Chapter in the Seattle area in 
over 20 years our focus has been on building a good 
foundation for solid growth, and adhering to the teachings 
of the Catholic Church.

Jo Ann Root OPL

For our Lord Jesus Christ, now that he has returned to 
his Father, has revealed himself more clearly. Our task is 
not one of producing persuasive propaganda; Christian-
ity shows its greatness when it is hated by the world.

St. Ignatius of Antioch
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I have one question for you, Mark, in the Dialog of Saint 
Catherine is the stench of sin that displeases even the 
devils...the sin of homosexual acts?  

Your newsletter is outstanding it is a legal resource as 
well as being a connection for our Dominican family.

Many Blessings to you,
Claire Rogus O.P.L.

That would be the sin – Ed.

—–

Thank you a lot! And thank you also for the articles focus-
ing the bioethical issues. Here in Germany these ques-
tions are also very important for us. And I just love the 
argument of Mother Therese. 

All the best to you and the brothers and sisters in St. 
Dominic!
In Union of prayers
Anja Andersen - Hamburg/ 
Dominican Laity - Province Teutonia Germany

—

I just picked up a copy of TBT for March-April after Mass 
today.  Fantastic!  Please do put both me and my wife on 
your e-mail distribution list.  It looks like you have taken 
on a big task.  Thank you for doing so.

Randolph Raetz, Holy Rosary, Portland
Some members can't open the attachment you sent.  
Would you have a website address or another application 
copy? 

Terry 
St. Dominic's, Benicia (St. Monica Chapter)

Very glad this was mentioned. The newsletter is distrib-
uted in Portable Document Format (PDF) which may be 
opened with the free Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is 
available for download at the link below — Ed.

http://get.adobe.com/reader/

—–

Please add me to your emailing list for Truth Be Told.    
Very substantive.  Thank you for your "preaching."

In SPND,
Mrs. Faith Flaherty, OP
Our Lady of Mercy Chapter
MCI Norfolk, MA/Trenton NJ

From the Mailbag

Loved your Editorial! I want to share with you my own ex-
perience of visiting the Blessed Sacrament. I did it every 
day for seven years before my ordination to priesthood. I 
didn't miss a single day. God was true to his promise and 
it's just as you say: It’s impossible to sit face to face with 
Our Lord week after week and have nothing happen. 
Nowadays, as a priest, I often tell poor jaded sinners who 
have tried everything from psychiatrists to the occult 'Go 
and sit before the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Not just 
for a few hasty moments but for a long time, as long as 
your time permits, as often as possible. Give Jesus access 
to your heart. Do you imagine he will let you sit there in 
your sinfulness, weakness, addiction, bad habits, wound-
edness and do nothing? That is unimaginable. Jesus will 
act if we submit our time to him. We must have faith and 
trust him.'

I have had personal experience of God's goodness in the 
Blessed Sacrament and I advise anyone in need to go 
there. It's the most healing thing we can do.

Thanks for your Newsletter, Mark.
 Fr John Speekman - Sydney

—–

Thank you for doing such a splendid job with our Truth Be 
Told newsletter.  The reproduction of that amazing painting 
of Jesus being adored by the Dominican Saints is a treas-
ure that I will keep forever.  The article by Denise Harvey, 
our Vice President, was very inspiring; I needed the re-
minder of our daily obligations as Dominicans...Thank you, 
Denise.  

Here in California we were extremely upset that President 
Obama extended millions of tax dollars to use embryos for 
stem cell research.  Adult stem cells have proven to be 
more successful yet the president is allowing   embryos  to 
be cut, ripped and torn in scientific experiments to extend 
the lives of people who have already lived rather full lives.  
Only God should control life and death.  I appreciate your 
insight on this subject.

Some news about what is happening in our area:  many 
local Churches are taking a day or two to pray in front of 
the Planned Parenthood here in San Mateo.  We are join-
ing with all Americans and some Canadians to pray and 
fast for 40 days to promote a Culture of Life. Also, our Pro-
Life group at our Church has had some positive response 
from high school students when they were challenged to 
write a 5 to 7 minute speech on a pro-life topic. We met 
some students that were on fire to spread the message of 
abstinence until marriage and to help the young people 
understand that abortion is such a brutal destruction of our 
most vulnerable human beings.  By their speeches I could 
see that God is raising up some great leaders for our future 
generations.  

(Continued on page 29)
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way to thank God for your life and all His many blessings. 
These litanies, prayers, and novenas give readers the 
words to use to converse with God both internally and 
externally. Praying is participating and offering gratitude 
to God, and we are reminded that our Lord will not force a 
blessing upon us--receive and give thanks.

Gratitude prepares the soul for humility, and humility 
makes prayer come more easily. The more we rest and 
work and play in prayer, the more we come to live the 
Word of God in thanksgiving.

Treasures Old and New: Traditional Prayers for Today's 
Catholics, By author: Philip Neri Powell O.P.
ISBN:  9780764818400 (Link)

New Book from Ligouri Press!

Praying to God is essential to 
Catholics. Treasures Old and 
New offers a way to deepen 
your relationship with God. 
With user-friendly devotions 
and novenas, the book gives 
readers a way to participate 
more fully in prayer.

Treasures Old and New offers 
a modern approach to tradi-
tional prayers. It increases the 
understanding that praying is a 

probably know, there are many items that come out al-
most daily. Vocations is another subject that should be 
developed and shared with the Chapters. We are always 
trying our utmost to foster vocations. One of the gifts that 
God gives is our ability to extract the gifts and talents from 
other and with our numerous Chapters, we should be able 
to come up with a lot of material. Saint Dominic wants us 
to be educated in TRUTH. Priests, like Father Paul 
Rafftery, OP, would be great contributors to our is-
sues. We do have to keep praying to know the Truth and 
present it as such. So, again congratulations!!!

May the Annunciation of the Lord live in your heart. 
Sandy Miller OPL

I am pleased by the enthusiasm, and you certainly antici-
pated my desire to make our Dominican saints and 
blessed better known! I hope that this issue, with several 
original contributions by lay members of the province, will 
encourage additional submissions. – Ed.

From the Mailbag 
(continued from previous page)

—

Thanks for the newsletter.  One thing I do when I email a 
large group of people is to put their names in the BCC 
(blind carbon copy) spot.  This makes the header a lot 
smaller and keeps people's email address a little less 
prone to being "stolen" in cyberspace.  

God bless,
Fr. Jerome Cudden

All future mailings will follow this sage advice – Ed.

—–

No wonder we haven't heard a lot from you lately.  All I can 
say is, "wow" you've really embarked on something big.  I 
haven't had the time to read through it thoroughly, Truth be 
Told, just noting what all is there, and will get into it, includ-
ing reading all of "Who do you say that I am".   Wonderful 
job, and yes, please include me in your distribution.  I'm 
both amazed and impressed, and you mentioned you're 
learning, and I pray that I can learn from the fruits of your 
endeavor.  

Apparently Rick Warren took some heat from homosexual 
supporters of marriage between same sex part-
ners.  Sounds like Rev Warren should get his priorities 
straight.  He does have a duty, one would think, to support 
the sanctity of traditional marriage.  You can vote your 
opinion on whether a minister has a mandate to support 
marriage between a man and a woman.  (Link)

Together in Faith,  
Roger Tebo

It's ironic, but the poll asks:
Do ministers of the gospel of Christ have a mandate  to 
defend the institution of marriage, as defined in the Bible?

An affirmative answer means the opposition of contracep-
tion, divorce, and remarriage as well. Protestants, like Rick 
Warren, roll over and over and over according to the winds 
of opinion on what is in the Gospel. That, however, is be-
cause they have no mandate. – Ed.

—–

The more suggestions from members, the better. Another 
suggestion is asking each Chapter to participate by submit-
ting to a section called "The Saint's Corner " (or whatever?) 
where they could send a history of a Dominican Saint 
along with the accompanying charism displayed and how 
we could incorporate this in our daily lives. Instead of print-
ing things from a book, you could suggest that they write 
their own thoughts with some book references. You would 
have to set limits on the length of the article.   OR, 
maybe have a section for Vatican updates because as you 
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Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.opl@gmail.com

2711 Lancaster Dr.
Boise, ID 83702

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  

Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released on or 
around the first day of each bimonthly period, by email and 
on the website; printed copies up to a week later.  Deadline 
for contributions is one week before the end of the month (but 
preferably by the 15th of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in 
particular presentations made at chapter meetings.  We can-
not guarantee that all will be published, and we reserve the 
right to edit submissions.  The purpose of sharing submis-
sions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for 
proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel according to the 
charism of St. Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

I give you thanks, 
who illumine me and deliver me, 

for You have enlightened me and I have known You. 
Late have I known You, O ancient Truth; 
late have I known You, O eternal Truth! 

You were the light and I was in darkness, 
and I did not know You, 

for I had no light without You, 
and without You, there is no light!

St. Augustine

No Catholic ever turned Protestant in order to reform his 
morals and lead a better life. So undeniable is this fact 
that the Duke of Brunswick and Lunenburg numbered it 
among the Fifty Reasons which induced him to abjure 
Lutheranism and return to the Church of his forefathers. 
Let us put the matter in such a shape that no one will 
have the hardihood to demur. No Protestant ever be-
cause Catholic in order to throw off restriction and indulge 
his passions. The system of the Catholic Church is a sys-
tem of restraints; the sinner is hedged about by her on 
ever side, and, if his heart be not right, her yoke is galling.

I have been asking for an explanation of the fact that the 
Church has so long withstood the assaults upon her; if I 
am requested in turn to furnish an intelligible reason why 
mankind should cherish against her such undying ani-
mosity, here is a sufficient answer: the Catholic Church 
wages ceaseless warfare against the lusts of the flesh.

The Invitation Heeded, Fr. Fidelis of the Cross

Seek first the kingdom of God

http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter
http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter/

