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Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus

The Medicine of Immortality
Easter Vigil Homily of Benedict XVI
“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena
Dear brothers and sisters,
An ancient Jewish legend from the apocryphal book “The
life of Adam and Eve” recounts that, in his final illness,
Adam sent his son Seth together with Eve into the region
of Paradise to fetch the oil of mercy, so that he could be
anointed with it and healed.
The two of them went in search of the tree of life, and after much praying and weeping on their part, the Archangel Michael appeared to them, and told them they would

not obtain the oil of the tree of mercy and that Adam
would have to die.
Subsequently, Christian readers added a word of consolation to the Archangel’s message, to the effect that after
5,500 years the loving King, Christ, would come, the Son
of God who would anoint all those who believe in him with
the oil of his mercy.
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“The oil of mercy from eternity to eternity will be given to
those who are reborn of water and the Holy Spirit. Then
the Son of God, Christ, abounding in love, will descend
into the depths of the earth and will lead your father into
Paradise, to the tree of mercy.”
This legend lays bare the whole of humanity’s anguish at
the destiny of illness, pain and death that has been imposed upon us. Man’s resistance to death becomes evident: somewhere – people have constantly thought –
there must be some cure for death. Sooner or later it
should be possible to find the remedy not only for this or
that illness, but for our ultimate destiny – for death itself.
Surely the medicine of immortality must exist.
Today too, the search for a source of healing continues.
Modern medical science strives, if not exactly to exclude
death, at least to eliminate as many as possible of its
causes, to postpone it further and further, to prolong life
more and more.
But let us reflect for a moment: what would it really be like
if we were to succeed, perhaps not in excluding death
totally, but in postponing it indefinitely, in reaching an age
of several hundred years? Would that be a good thing?
Humanity would become extraordinarily old, there would
be no more room for youth. Capacity for innovation would
die, and endless life would be no paradise, if anything a
condemnation.
The true cure for death must be different. It cannot lead
simply to an indefinite prolongation of this current life. It
would have to transform our lives from within. It would
need to create a new life within us, truly fit for eternity: it
would need to transform us in such a way as not to come
to an end with death, but only then to begin in fullness.
What is new and exciting in the Christian message, in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, was and is that we are told: yes
indeed, this cure for death, this true medicine of immortality, does exist. It has been found. It is within our reach.
In baptism, this medicine is given to us.
A new life begins in us, a life that matures in faith and is
not extinguished by the death of the old life, but is only
then fully revealed.
To this some, perhaps many, will respond: I certainly hear
the message, but I lack faith. And even those who want to
believe will ask: but is it really so? How are we to picture it
to ourselves? How does this transformation of the old life
come about, so as to give birth to the new life that knows
no death?
Once again, an ancient Jewish text can help us form an
idea of the mysterious process that begins in us at baptism. There it is recounted how the patriarch Enoch was
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taken up to the throne of God. But he was filled with fear
in the presence of the glorious angelic powers, and in his
human weakness he could not contemplate the face of
God.
“Then God said to Michael,” to quote from the book of
Enoch, “‘Take Enoch and remove his earthly clothing.
Anoint him with sweet oil and vest him in the robes of
glory!’ And Michael took off my garments, anointed me
with sweet oil, and this oil was more than a radiant light …
its splendor was like the rays of the sun. When I looked at
myself, I saw that I was like one of the glorious beings” (Ph. Rech, Inbild des Kosmos, II 524).
Precisely this – being reclothed in the new garment of
God – is what happens in baptism, so the Christian faith
tells us. To be sure, this changing of garments is something that continues for the whole of life.
What happens in baptism is the beginning of a process
that embraces the whole of our life – it makes us fit for
eternity, in such a way that, robed in the garment of light
of Jesus Christ, we can appear before the face of God
and live with him for ever.
In the rite of baptism there are two elements in which this
event is expressed and made visible in a way that demands commitment for the rest of our lives.
There is first of all the rite of renunciation and the promises. In the early Church, the one to be baptized turned
towards the west, the symbol of darkness, sunset, death
and hence the dominion of sin. The one to be baptized
turned in that direction and pronounced a threefold “no”:
to the devil, to his pomp and to sin. The strange word
“pomp”, that is to say the devil’s glamour, referred to the
splendor of the ancient cult of the gods and of the ancient
theatre, in which it was considered entertaining to watch
people being torn limb from limb by wild beasts. What
was being renounced was a type of culture that ensnared
man in the adoration of power, in the world of greed, in
lies, in cruelty. It was an act of liberation from the imposition of a form of life that was presented as pleasure and
yet hastened the destruction of all that was best in man.
This renunciation – albeit in less dramatic form – remains
an essential part of baptism today. We remove the “old
garments”, which we cannot wear in God’s presence. Or
better put: we begin to remove them.
This renunciation is actually a promise in which we hold
out our hand to Christ, so that he may guide us and recloth us. What these “garments” are that we take off, what
the promise is that we make, becomes clear when we see
in the fifth chapter of the Letter to the Galatians what Paul
calls “works of the flesh” – a term that refers precisely to
the old garments that we remove.
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Paul designates them thus: “fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger,
selfishness, dissension, party spirit, envy, drunkenness,
carousing and the like” (Gal 5:19ff.). These are the garments that we remove: the garments of death.

tality, which was fully realized at the moment of receiving
holy communion. In this sacrament we receive the body
of the risen Lord and we ourselves are drawn into this
body, firmly held by the One who has conquered death
and who carries us through death.

Then, in the practice of the early Church, the one to be
baptized turned towards the east – the symbol of light, the
symbol of the newly rising sun of history, the symbol of
Christ. The candidate for baptism determines the new
direction of his life: faith in the Trinitarian God to whom he
entrusts himself. Thus it is God who clothes us in the garment of light, the garment of life. Paul calls these new
“garments” “fruits of the spirit”, and he describes them as
follows: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal 5:22).

In the course of the centuries, the symbols were simplified, but the essential content of baptism has remained
the same. It is no mere cleansing, still less is it a somewhat complicated initiation into a new association. It is
death and resurrection, rebirth to new life.

In the early Church, the candidate for baptism was then
truly stripped of his garments. He descended into the baptismal font and was immersed three times – a symbol of
death that expresses all the radicality of this removal and
change of garments. His former death-bound life the candidate consigns to death with Christ, and he lets himself
be drawn up by and with Christ into the new life that
transforms him for eternity.
Then, emerging from the waters of baptism the neophytes
were clothed in the white garment, the garment of God’s
light, and they received the lighted candle as a sign of the
new life in the light that God himself had lit within them.
They knew that they had received the medicine of immor-

Indeed, the cure for death does exist. Christ is the tree of
life, once more within our reach. If we remain close to
him, then we have life. Hence, during this night of resurrection, with all our hearts we shall sing the alleluia, the
song of joy that has no need of words. Hence, Paul can
say to the Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I
will say, rejoice!” (Phil 4:4).
Joy cannot be commanded. It can only be given. The
risen Lord gives us joy: true life. We are already held for
ever in the love of the One to whom all power in heaven
and on earth has been given (cf. Mt 28:18). In this way,
confident of being heard, we make our own the Church’s
Prayer over the Gifts from the liturgy of this night: Accept
the prayers and offerings of your people. With your help
may this Easter mystery of our redemption bring to perfection the saving work you have begun in us. Amen.
From www.themoynihanreport.com

Christ Lives in His Church
My dear brethren, there is no doubt that the Son of God took our human nature into so close a union with himself that
one and the same Christ is present, not only in the firstborn of all creation, but in all his saints as well. The head cannot
be separated from the members, nor the members from the head. Not in this life, it is true, but only in eternity will God
be all in all, yet even now he dwells, whole and undivided, in his temple the Church. Such was his promise to us when
he said: See, I am with you always, even to the end of the world.
And so all that the Son of God did and taught for the world’s reconciliation is not for us simply a matter of past history.
Here and now we experience his power at work among us. Born of a virgin mother by the action of the Holy Spirit,
Christ keeps his Church spotless and makes her fruitful by the inspiration of the same Spirit. In baptismal regeneration
she brings forth children for God beyond all numbering. These are the sons of whom it is written: They are born not of
blood, nor of the desire of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope
Wednesday of the 2nd week of Easter
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Praised be Jesus!
Greetings and Blessings to you, brothers and sisters in
St. Dominic!
Jesus said to His disciples: “You are the salt of the earth”
and “You are the light of the world” (Mt. 5:13-14). Jesus
uses the everyday happenings in life to convey a deeper
meaning and plan. He wants to “season” the world with
his disciples, through them bringing light to the world.
This time between the Resurrection and the Ascension, is
the time when Jesus gives us our marching orders. Just
before His Ascension into Heaven, Jesus told the Apostles to “Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel
to every creature” (Mark 16:15-16). In light of us being
the salt of the earth, let’s look at it this way. Jesus is the
cook standing at the stove and we’re the saltshakers on
the table. Jesus wants to pick up one of His saltshakers,
and shake it onto the meal He’s preparing. If the salt is
good, it will add flavor to the meal, transforming it from
bland and mediocre, to satisfying and fulfilling. If the salt
is bad or has been compromised in some way, it’s good
for nothing and must be thrown out. If that bad salt is
used, it will not only be ineffective, but will actually hurt
those who partake of it. The meal He’s preparing is the
world. As Dominicans we’re called to shake out the Truth
over the whole world. The way to insure we don’t lose
our flavor is to remain close to those who saw Him after
He had been raised. That’s the Apostles. That’s our
Church.
The world has a lot of “expert” opinions. It hands out degrees and awards and calls itself “enlightened”. But
there’s only been one person who has been able to raise
Himself from the dead and that’s Jesus. So for all the
expertise and technology the world has to offer as it’s
claim to fame, nothing trumps the ability to raise oneself
from the dead. He’s the One we need to listen to. A lot of
those “expert” opinions are like insects crawling into our
saltshaker. Jesus alone has the answers. Peter said,
“Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced
that you are the Holy One of God” (John 6:68-69).

Dominicans have a special calling to be not only the salt
of the earth, but light of the world. Picture this, Jesus is in
His house and the light on the porch goes out. He’s expecting some friends to come over. He asks one of us to
stand on the porch and hold up a lantern high enough to
light the path. The bright light will provide his friends with
a clear path to the house, and the ability to see any stumbling blocks along the way. It also brings a sense of
warmth and comfort. If the light is dim, His friends might
lose their way or stumble on the path. Jesus is asking us
to keep our lanterns filled with pure oil so it burns bright
for His friends. Pure oil is the authentic teaching of the
Church. When we look outside the Church’s oil, or mix it
with oil from the world, it then becomes compromised and
our lamps are dimmed, causing those around us to stumble or lose their way completely.
Expressions of conservatism and liberalism swirl around
the world and even through some Christian minds. Some
don’t accept Vatican II, some want women priests. But
what does the Church say. The Truth is neither conservative nor liberal. It is authentic. It’s the authentic teaching of Jesus which is only found in His Church. The
Church is Jesus and assures us that we will not be disillusioned. No where else can we get that love, peace, and
eternal life which our hearts so deeply yearn for. Our
Easter joy is born from the suffering of His Passion. We
owe Jesus the love and obedience that comes from believing those who were sent by Him, and continue to
teach us to this day.
Only then can we truly be called the salt of the earth and
the light of the world; making disciples of all the nations,
one soul at a time.
May God Bless you,
In Jesus and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey, OPL
Vice President

We witness a growing tendency among certain consecrated religious to view themselves outside and above the body of
Christ as a parallel institution looking in upon the Church with an autonomy which contradicts their very nature. We
have certainly come a long way from the total loyalty to the Roman Pontiff which was at the heart of the foundation of
the Society of Jesus and of every religious congregation. Religious life lived in the heart of the Church, and for that reason religious congregations are, by their very nature, bound in strictest loyalty to the Roman Pontiff. It is of course an
absurdity of the most tragic kind to have consecrated religious knowingly and obstinately acting against the moral law.
The spiritual harm done to the individual religious who are disobedient and also the grave scandal caused to the faithful
and people in general are of incalculable dimensions.
Abp. Raymond Burke,
Quoted at The American Papist
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From the President
Dear brothers and sisters in St. Dominic,
In a few weeks, I will be dispatching the convocation letter for our Annual Lay Provincial Council Meeting at St.
Albert’s Priory in Oakland during the weekend of July 9,
10 and 11. I’ll have more information about that gathering
in the letter, but in the meantime I’d like to call your attention to three things. First, I know there have been some
changes in the leadership of many of the Chapters over
the last year including some new Lay Provincial Council
Delegates for whom I don’t have contact information.
Please let me know if there has been such a change in
your chapter.
Also, think about any suggested agenda items for our
meeting and let me know as quickly as possible what they
may be so the Executive Committee can consider their
inclusion.
Observers are always welcome but, this year, there is
some limitation on the number St. Albert’s can accommodate, so please let me know as soon as possible if there
is an observer planning on attending from your chapter.
There will be at least one other group meeting at St. Albert’s while we’re there and with our growing numbers we
could run short on accommodations. Remember, observers have no voice or vote, and they attend at their own
expense – the LPC reimburses expenses for delegates
and officers only.
I’ve received a couple of inquiries in the last few months
that might bear repeating here. The first has to do with

electing alternate LPC representatives which was a requirement under our old Particular Directory. Our revised
Particular Directory, however, makes no provision for
electing alternates, so in the event your elected delegate
is unable to attend LPC your council or chapter is free to
appoint or elect another as appropriate. The second inquiry I’ve received has to do with the number of officers
on councils. Chapter membership numbers rise and fall
over the course of years, and our Particular Directory has
anticipated that. Chapters and their councils should be
aware that elections of officers can be geared toward an
increase or decrease in overall chapter numbers.
A
smaller chapter, for example, may desire to shrink its
council numbers to bring about a proportionate size. The
positions of Secretary and Treasurer may be combined,
the position of Vice President eliminated, and a reduction
in the number of Councilors may be made. The point is
that even though your chapter has always filled certain
positions in the past, it doesn’t necessarily follow that it
has to continue doing so in the future. Just remember
that IF the position of Vice President is eliminated the
council should make plans for succession in the event
that the moderator is unable to preside. As a corollary to
that, as a chapter grows, those positions that were not
filled can be created or restored.
Finally, I’d like to wish all of you a happy, though belated,
feast of St. Catherine of Siena.
God bless you all,
Tony Galati, President, LPC

From the Editor
May. The month of Mary, and this year, Pentecost. We
have been through Lent and Easter, and witnessed a renewed attack on Jesus Christ in the person of the Holy
Father, Pope Benedict XVI. I know that some will take
issue with positing that connection; yet the attack is based
on poor reporting, distortions, and falsehoods; moreover,
the attacks are not just against the person, but against the
very office and the unchanging teachings of the Church.
Thus it is an attack on the one who more than any other,
stands “in persona Christi Capitis”- in the person of Christ
the Head.
An early and unexpected defender of the Holy Father was
Pravda, once the propaganda paper of the Soviet Union.
Their clear observation and advice was “don’t confuse the
forest for the trees.” Attention is focused on those who
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have committed grave crimes, and every attempt is being
made to paint the Holy Father with that brush. But those
are the failures which doesn’t discredit the Church. The
focus on sinners has never been a path to sanctity, rather
a focus on the saints and emulating their accession to the
heights of sanctity will do far more for one’s spiritual life.
Months ago this issue was planned to focus on Mary and
the saints who are her daughters who walked in the footsteps of Jesus and Dominic; therein is Christ imaged,
therein is the life the Church preaches lived to the fullest.
Those who stand to be counted today are tomorrow's
saints, may you all become saints!
Mark Gross,
Editor
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Normandy: D-Day and Today
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Soul of the Church
The Holy Spirit – who with the Father and the Son created the universe, guided the history of the people of Israel and
spoke through the prophets, who in the fullness of time cooperated in our redemption, who at Pentecost descended
upon the nascent Church and made it missionary, sending it to proclaim to all peoples the victory of divine love over
sin and death – the Holy Spirit is the soul of the Church.
Without him to what would it be reduced? It would certainly be a great historical movement, a complex and solid social
institution, perhaps a kind of humanitarian agency. And in truth this is how it is considered by those who look upon it
from outside the perspective of faith. In reality, however, in its true nature and also in its most authentic historical
presence, the Church is unceasingly formed and guided by the Spirit of the Lord. It is a living body, whose vitality is
precisely the invisible divine Spirit.
From an address by Pope Benedict XVI, Pentecost 2009, www.zenit.org
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Christ the Head —The Teaching Office
Benedict XVI
Dear friends,
In this Easter season, which leads us to Pentecost and
also directs us to the celebrations closing the Year for
Priests, planned for next June 9, 10 and 11, I cherish
dedicating again some reflections to the topic of the ordained ministry, pausing on the fruitful reality of the
priest's configuration to Christ the Head, in the exercise of
the three "munera" he receives, that is, the three offices
of teaching, sanctifying and governing.
To understand what it means to act "in persona Christi
Capitis" -- in the person of Christ the Head -- on the part
of the priest, and to understand also what consequences
stem from the task of representing the Lord, especially in
the exercise of these three offices, it is necessary to clarify first of all what is intended by [the word]
"representation." The priest represents Christ. What does
it mean, what does it signify to "represent" someone? In
ordinary language it means -- generally -- to receive a
delegation from a person to be present in his place, to
speak and act in his place, because the one who is represented is absent from the concrete action.
We ask ourselves: Does the priest represent the Lord in
the same way? The answer is no, because in the Church,
Christ is never absent, the Church is His living body and
He is the Head of the Church, present and active in it.
Christ is never absent; in fact He is present in a way totally free of the limits of space and time, thanks to the
event of the Resurrection, which we contemplate in a special way in this Easter season.
Hence, the priest who acts "in persona Christi Capitis"
and in representation of the Lord, never acts in the name
of someone who is absent, but in the very Person of the
Risen Christ, who makes Himself present with His truly
effective action. He really acts and does what the priest
could not do: the consecration of the wine and the bread
so that they will really be the presence of the Lord, [and]
the absolution of sins. The Lord makes present His own
action in the person who carries out such gestures. These
three tasks of the priest -- which Tradition has identified in
the different mission words of the Lord: teach, sanctify,
govern -- in their distinction and in their profound unity,
are a specification of this effective representation. They
are in reality the three actions of the Risen Christ, the
same one who today teaches in the Church and in the
world and thus creates faith, gathers His people, creates
the presence of truth and really builds the communion of
the universal Church; and sanctifies and guides.
The first task of which I wish to speak today is the "munus
docendi," namely, that of teaching. Today, at the height of
the educational emergency, the "munus docendi" of the
Church, exercised concretely through the ministry of each

priest, is particularly important. We live amid great confusion about the fundamental choices of our life and the
questions about what the world is, from where it comes,
where we are going, what we must do to carry out the
good, how we must live, what are the really pertinent values. In relation to all this there are so many contrasting
philosophies, which arise and disappear, creating confusion about the fundamental decisions, how to live, why we
do not know more, ordinarily, from what thing and for
what thing we were made and where we are going.
Fulfilled in this situation is the word of the Lord, who has
compassion on the crowd because they were like sheep
without a shepherd (cf. Mark 6:34). The Lord had made
this confirmation when He saw the thousands of people
who followed Him in the desert because, in the diversity
of currents of that time, they no longer knew the true
meaning of Scripture, what God was saying. The Lord,
moved by compassion, interpreted the word of God, He
Himself is the Word of God, and thus He gave guidance.
This is the function in persona Christi of the priest: to render present, in the confusion and disorientation of our
times, the light of the Word of God, the light that is Christ
Himself in this our world. Hence the priest does not teach
his own ideas, a philosophy that he himself has invented,
has found and that pleases him; the priest does not speak
of himself, does not speak by himself, to create perhaps
admirers or his own party; he does not say his own
things, his own inventions, but, in the confusion of all the
philosophies, the priest teaches in the name of Christ present, he proposes the truth that is Christ Himself, His
word, His way of living and of going forward. True for the
priest is what Christ said of Himself: "My teaching is not
mine" (John 7:16); that is, Christ does not propose Himself, but, as Son, is the voice, the word of the Father. The
priest must also speak and act like this: "My doctrine is
not mine, I do not propagate my ideas or what pleases
me, but I am the mouth and heart of Christ and make present this unique and common doctrine, which the universal Church has created and which creates eternal life."
This fact -- that the priest does not invent, does not create
and does not proclaim one's own ideas inasmuch as the
doctrine he proclaims is not his, but Christ's -- does not
mean, on the other hand, that he is neutral, almost like a
spokesman who reads a text which, perhaps, he does not
appropriate. Also in this regard Christ's example is applicable, who said: I am not of myself and I do not live for
myself, but I come from the Father and I live for the Father. That is why, in this profound identification, the doctrine of Christ is that of the Father and He Himself is one
with the Father. The priest who proclaims the word of
Christ, the faith of the Church and not his own ideas, must
also say: I do not live from myself and for myself, but I live
with Christ and from Christ and because of this all that
Christ has said to us becomes my word, even if it is not
(Continued on next page)
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mine. The life of the priest must be identified with Christ
and, in this way, the word that is not his own becomes,
however, a profoundly personal word. On this topic, St.
Augustine said, speaking of priests: "And we, what are
we? Ministers (of Christ), His servants; because all that
we contribute to you is not ours, but we bring it out from
His storeroom. And we also live from it, because we are
servants like you" (Discourse 229/E, 4).
The teaching that the priest is called to give, the truth of
the faith, must be internalized and lived in an intense personal spiritual journey, so that the priest really enters into
a profound, interior communion with Christ Himself. The
priest believes, accepts and tries to live, first of all as his
own, all that the Lord has taught and the Church has
transmitted, in that journey of identification with the very
ministry of which St. John Mary Vianney is an exemplary
witness (cf. Letter for the proclamation of the Year for
Priests). "United in the very same charity -- affirms again
St. Augustine -- we are all hearers of Him who is for us in
Heaven the only Teacher" (Enarr. in Ps. 131, 1, 7).
Consequently it is not rare that the voice of the priest
might seem the "voice of one crying in the desert" (Mark
1:3), but precisely in this consists his prophetic force: in
not ever being homologated, or homologable to some
prevailing culture or mentality, but in showing the unique
novelty capable of bringing about an authentic and profound renewal of man, namely that Christ is the Living
One, and the nearby God, the God who operates in the
life and for the life of the world and gives us truth, the way
to live.
In the careful preparation of his Sunday preaching, without excluding the weekday preaching, in the effort of catechetical formation, in schools, in academic institutions
and, in a special way, through that unwritten book that is
his own life, the priest is always "docent," he teaches. But
not with the presumption of one who imposes his own
truth, rather with the humble and happy certainty of one
who has found the Truth, who has been gripped and
transformed, and because of this, can do nothing less
than proclaim it. In fact, no one can choose the priesthood
for himself, it is not a way to arrive at security in life, to
win a social position; no one can give it to him, or seek it
by himself. The priesthood is response to the call of the
Lord, to His will, to become heralds not of a personal truth
but of His truth.
Dear brother priests, the Christian people ask to hear
from our teachings the genuine ecclesial doctrine, by
which to be able to renew the encounter with Christ who
gives joy, peace, salvation. Sacred Scripture, the writings
of the Fathers and doctors of the Church, the Catechism
of the Catholic Church constitute, in this regard, indispensable points of reference in the exercise of the munus
docendi, so essential for conversion, the journey of faith
and the salvation of men. "Priestly ordination means: be-
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ing immersed [...] in the Truth" (Homily for the Chrism
Mass, April 9, 2009), that Truth which is not simply a concept or a whole of ideas to transmit and assimilate, but
which is the Person of Christ, with which, by which and in
which to live. And thus, necessarily, is also born the timeliness and comprehensibility of the proclamation. Only
this awareness of a Truth made Person in the incarnation
of the Son justifies the missionary mandate: "Go into the
whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). Only if it is the Truth is it destined to
every creature, it is not an imposition of something, but
the opening of the heart to that for which it is created.
Dear brothers and sisters, the Lord entrusted a great task
to priests: to be heralds of His Word, of the Truth that
saves; to be His voice in the world to carry that which
helps the true good of souls and the authentic journey of
faith (cf. Corinthians 6:12). May St. John Mary Vianney be
an example for all priests. He was a man of great wisdom
and heroic strength in resisting the cultural and social
pressures of his time to be able to lead souls to God: simplicity, fidelity and immediacy were the essential characteristics of his preaching, the transparency of his faith and
of his holiness. The Christian people were edified and, as
happens with authentic teachers of every era, recognized
in him the light of Truth. Recognized in him, in a word,
was that which must always be recognized in a priest: the
voice of the Good Shepherd.
Pope Benedict XVI, General Audience, April 14, 2010

Untangling the Confusion
About the Church
Bishop Robert C. Morlino
After months of political machinations, things are moving
extremely quickly and we are at an advanced and critical
point with regard to our discussion of healthcare legislation, to the point that, as of this writing, the House has
passed the terribly deficient Senate Bill, as well as a bill
making a few changes (which do nothing to help in key
matters). The Senate has yet to approve these few
changes and all that is really left is the President’s signature. Much can happen between my writing and your
reading this, so I’d like to take a look more at what has
happened, and why it is not a good thing. What will happen is still yet to be seen.
There remains a tremendous amount of confusion. The
context for the health care legislation discussion has been
made very strange and confused — so much simply does
not make sense.
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In the “Catholic world” there is, at present, another issue,
and while it may not seem to have anything to do with our
healthcare debate, in a sense it does. I’ll mention it and
make a bit of the connection later. As the Church in
Europe now uncovers some of the sins committed by its
clergy members, the mass media are trying, with every
fiber of their being to make Pope Benedict XVI look guilty.
Their big line is, “what did the Pope know and when did
he know it?” That is, “he’s to be treated like any other politician; he’s probably corrupt, and it’s our role to uncover
his corruption.”
Of course, many see their role as to destroy the Church of
Christ, the Catholic Church. They want us out of the way.
So, a very good way to attack the Church is to attack the
Holy Father himself. These same people who demand to
know what the Pope knew and when he knew it want to
place the responsibility for the acts of others (undertaken
far away and in different time periods), at the feet of the
Pope and make him responsible.
In order to be responsible for something, one has to have
the authority to do something about it. And the very people who want to make the Holy Father responsible for
everything heinous in the sexual misconduct scandal are
the least likely to accept the Pope’s authority in any matter. They are the most disobedient people, in general. Yet
they want to lay all the responsibility at the Pope’s feet.
That simply makes no sense and we should not be
fooled.

Beware of backdoor approaches
The reason is that there are “backdoor” ways in which the
passed legislation continues to force taxpayers to fund
abortions. There are very apparent “backdoors” in the
legislation and there are not adequate and deliberate bars
on those “backdoors,” and thus the legislation will very
easily be manipulated to force taxpayer funding for abortion. The legislation which has passed also does not provide adequate protection for individual conscience, individual freedom, and our religious liberty — it simply doesn’t.
This legislation also does not provide, properly, for immigrants. For immigrants who are documented — immigrants welcomed legally into our country — there is a fiveyear wait period before they can get health insurance.
How could that be fair? Documented, legal immigrants to
this country have to wait here for five years before they
can get health insurance coverage. And illegal immigrants
are not allowed to have any health insurance, even if they
can pay for it out of their own pockets.
In so many cases, in this legislation, individual freedom
goes right down the tubes. The legislation is very inadequate with regard to abortion, it is very inadequate with
regard to conscience protection, and it’s very inadequate
with regard to care for immigrants. That is why Catholic
legislators and others of good will, who understood this
bill, were bound to oppose it.

Contradictions abound

Stopping the confusion

With regard to the healthcare legislation matter, there is
the same confused discussion going on. One congressman pointed out this weekend that from the time of Roe
vs. Wade, there have been certain people, including certain Catholics, who have said over and over again, “We
have to protect the right of women over their own bodies.”
The same people who have been saying that for 30 to 40
years are now saying, “We need our healthcare legislation package to pass, so that no one will have control over
his or her body.” We can’t have it both ways. We’re into a
discussion where contradictions abound. Be careful as
you listen to this discussion, because it is loaded with
contradictions and it’s very, very hard to sort out the truth.

The bishops were very clear on this and it seemed that
there were some Catholics, including some Catholic Democrats who were going to stand up — even in the face
of almost unbearable pressure — for the Truth, for the
protection of every human being. Clearly, that did not turn
out to be the case. And here, too, there was an attempt to
confuse. At the last minute, some Catholics and some
people who seemed to be of good will were either confused themselves, really believing that an Executive Order from President Obama would work to protect innocent
human life, or were hoping that the fog of confusion would
conceal their real intent.

What should be clear, though, is that the Catholic bishops
have said that the legislation which has passed does not
work for people who are of the Catholic faith and for people who follow the natural law (for all people of good will)
in terms of preventing government/taxpayer funding of
abortion. The Senate healthcare bill, passed by the
House, with additional changes, and even with an
“Executive Order” pending does not cut it — the bishops
have been clear on this.

Aside from the fact that most can now see that this Executive Order would have no effect at all, much less a
potentially lasting effect, there remains the truth that the
right to life comes from God. Only God can give it and
only God can take it away. The right to life does not come
from the state. The state is obligated to uphold the natural
law and to protect life, but it does not confer that right to
life to us. We as Catholics, and people of good will, were
asking the legislature to uphold, and to protect, that Godgiven right to life.
(Continued on next page)
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If government and if the legislature do not wish to recognize the God-given right to life, we certainly can’t rely on
the President of the United States, by an Executive Order,
to protect life — as if somehow the right to life comes
from him. The President of the United States can take
away the Executive Order next week that he mandated
this week, but neither he, nor the Congress, nor the Supreme Court can take away the right to life. An Executive
Order is much too weak a support for the protection of
human life, and in the end, it would give the President of
the United States the power to give and take away the
God-given right to life. That would be far more monarchical than most Americans could handle.
Questioning authority
I cannot pass over the actions of the Catholic Health Association and an organization called Network, a lobby of
American religious Sisters, who said, quite publicly, that
what the bishops have taught is false. They said that the
legislation does provide an adequate framework for a
Catholic to follow his or her conscience about abortion.
So, we had a trade organization — the Catholic Health
Association — which calls itself “Catholic” and we had
religious Sisters who call themselves Catholic, saying,
“Sorry, bishops, you got it wrong, here is the teaching of
the Church.”
The Lord Jesus Christ, unworthy though the bishops are,
called the bishops to lead the people in faith; He did not
call anybody in the Catholic Health Association and he did
not call any of the Sisters in Network. To boot, those Sisters who signed the Network document said that they
speak for 59,000 American Sisters — that would be every
last Sister in the U.S. Yet, another grouping of Sisters
came out publicly expressing their disagreement with Network. Unfortunately, the claim that these Sisters in Network represent all Sisters is actually what is false, not the
teaching of the bishops.
And, of course, people like Speaker Pelosi could not do
enough to wave the letter from the Catholic Health Association and the letter from Network to provide cover for
Democratic legislators who wanted to waffle in protecting
innocent human life. Speaker Pelosi is not called by Jesus Christ to lead the Catholic faithful, any more than the
religious Sisters in Network are, any more than the leadership of the Catholic Health Association is.
The bishops are called to teach, sanctify, and govern.
But, as I said before, with regard to the Holy Father, if
people will not recognize authority, then they cannot lay
responsibility at the feet of those to whom they are disobedient. The pope and the bishops are only responsible
when their authority is accepted. The then-Cardinal
Ratzinger himself has said, in our contemporary world,
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the word “obedience” has disappeared from our vocabulary and the reality of obedience has been anathematized.
In this way, very serious harm is being done to the
Church because people in the Church wonder, “Who
speaks for Christ? Does the Catholic Health Association
speak for Christ? Does Network, an organization of religious Sisters, speak for Christ? Do they teach with the
authority of the bishops? Is the bishops’ teaching just another opinion?”
Importance of Apostolic succession
If we go down this road, the teaching authority of the bishops will be further eroded and with it, the authority of
Christ’s Church. Bishops are sinners, they’re not perfect;
neither were the Apostles perfect at all times, they were
sinners, too. In His wisdom, which we can’t understand,
Jesus calls the bishops, the successors of the Apostles
today, to teach the word of Christ to the people and He
calls them in a way that He doesn’t call others, including
priests. That’s what we mean when we say that the
Church is Apostolic. The bishop is a true Apostle insofar
as he teaches with the Holy Father, and the priest is a
true Apostle insofar as he teaches with the bishop —
that’s how it works.
Please don’t let the current discussion and certain politicians get you confused about that. And don’t let these
contradictions and confusions keep you from jumping
right into the discussion and speaking the truth with love.
There is no more basic human rights issue for Catholics
and for people of good will than the necessity of the government to protect human life from conception to natural
death.
Thank you for taking the time to read this. Please continue to pray for me and know that I am praying for you
and your loved ones as we come upon Holy Week and
Easter. Praised be Jesus Christ!
Bishop Robert C. Morlino, Catholic Herald,
Diocese of Madison, Mar. 25, 2010

If anyone pretends to call himself Catholic, a son of the
Roman Church, he must accept all its dogmas and essential structures, and first of all, the authority of Peter,
which is both the symbol of unity and the cement of Holy
Church.
Paul VI, July 15, 1970, as quoted in Saint Thomas Aquinas, Orthodoxy, and Neo-Modernism in the Church by
Renée Casin, Translated by James Likoudis, CUF, 1977
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Spiritual Danger: God, Though Merciful, is Still To Be Revered
by Bishop Robert Vasa
I seriously doubt that there is anyone who
finds the concept of divine mercy troubling.
There is a possibility that some, due to pain
and tragedy in their lives, may find it difficult
to believe that the God in whom we believe is
kind, compassionate, merciful and forgiving.
Yet, even those in this category would not
object to the concept. They may simply have
a more difficult time identifying with that concept. At the same time there is a possibility
that some, due to a failure to allow God to be
God, may have a tendency to exaggerate the
concept of divine mercy. In older terminology,
the spiritual writers would refer to the twoedged danger of despair on one hand and
presumption on the other. There was an age
when there was a greater tendency toward
despair and the active promotion of the notion
of Divine Mercy serves as a beautiful antidote
to this despair. On the other hand the tendency toward presumption, which could be described as
an excess of confidence in or reliance on the mercy of
God, needs a different kind of antidote. Perhaps the apparent increased ambivalence toward sin and towards
sin’s remedy, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, signals
this tendency toward presumption. A proper understanding of the justice of God and an appropriate fear of the
Lord provide the needed balance. Now I can already hear
the shouts of protest, “God does not want us to fear him,
he is all merciful!” “The God, I believe in would never
send anyone to hell!” “I believe in a compassionate God,
not a God of vengeance!” Please note, I did not say or
imply that God lacks mercy. I did not say or imply that
God is reluctant to forgive. I am saying that it is spiritually
dangerous to forget that God, even a merciful God, is still
God.
During the season of Lent there are a number of scripture
readings at Sunday Mass that help us maintain a reverential balance between presumption and despair. I was particularly struck by the account of God’s covenant with
Abraham. In the account, found in the Book of Genesis,
Abraham prepares a sacrifice in accord with God’s instructions and then waits by the sacrifice for God to act.
When God draws near to Abraham we read that Abraham
was enveloped by a “deep terrifying darkness.” This was
not the darkness of despair and it certainly was not the
boldness of presumption; it was the overwhelming experience of the nearness of God. Even if Abraham understood that God was kind and merciful, he also understood
that God was still God. The experience of Abraham, in the
face of the God who is, needs to be reflected upon. It
seems to me that Abraham was confronted with something, someone, so great that his limited human senses
could not even begin to comprehend what he was encountering. He thus experiences complete sensory over-

load and only knows, in his contact with the
almighty, infinite, all-knowing, all-loving God
that God is very great and he is very small.
He perhaps realizes how close he has come
to the ultimate of everything and thus terrifyingly recognizes his own nearness to nothingness. Prior to that moment, Abraham could
boast of his own worldly significance. After
this encounter, which brought him to deep
terrifying darkness, he would have to live very
differently. No one who truly encounters the
living God can come away unscathed.
We are all well aware of the many Old Testament accounts of episodes of various forms
of infidelity on the part of the Israelites. A
quick review of the Book of Genesis reveals a
pattern often repeated during the 40-year
sojourn in the desert. Other biblical books
record the same pattern after their arrival in
the Promised Land. The repeated sequence went something like this: God delivers his people, the people rejoice
in the deliverance, the people grow complacent toward
God, forget him, abandon him, God sends some kind of
punishment, the people plead for mercy, God abandons
the punishment he has sent, shows mercy and again calls
the people back to fidelity. Then, after a relatively short
period of time, the sequence starts again.
Abraham understood both the mercy and the power of
God. His ability to “fear” God did not at all diminish his
appreciation of the goodness and mercy of God but it did
keep him from taking that mercy for granted. The Israelites, by contrast, seemed to forget rather quickly the
negative consequences of their infidelity and relied too
heavily on God’s mercy. Perhaps they were a bit presumptuous because of their excess of confidence in what
it meant to be God’s chosen people. Perhaps phrases
familiar today were also familiar then. “God loves us just
the way we are.” “I know that God forgives me.” “God
does not really care what we do, after all he loves us.”
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy does not presume on God’s
mercy; it manifests a proper reverence for him who is still
God while pleading to him for that mercy because of a
confidence that he who is all powerful is also kind and
merciful. “For the sake of his sorrowful passion, have
mercy on us and on the whole world.” Begging for mercy
and refusing to utilize the sacrament of reconciliation implies that there is no repentance component associated
with a reliance on God’s mercy. Begging for this mercy
and presuming that it will be granted even without repentance or contrition is presumption. Begging for this mercy
while manifesting an inability to accept that it will be
granted, even with great repentance and contrition, is despair.
(Continued on next page)
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Proper reverence for God, even a God whom we know to
be infinitely merciful, demands of us that we approach this
vast storehouse of infinitely abundant mercy with a kind of
fear and trembling.
When we recognize that we who are so lacking in mercy
are approaching the one who is mercy itself then I suspect that we will make that approach with a more appropriate degree of reverential fear.
It is spiritually dangerous to forget that God, even a merciful God, is still God.
Bishop Robert F. Vasa, Diocese of Baker City

Divine Mercy Sunday
Fr. John Speekman

Then a woman’s voice said, ‘Son, please spare his life
and his immortal soul.’

Each of us must die and face our particular judgment.
This is not news to anyone here. Depending on this judgment we will go to eternal happiness in heaven or eternal
damnation in hell. If you need to be reminded of this
watch the video testimony of Fr Steve Scheier.

Jesus said, ‘Mother, he’s been a priest for twelve years
for himself and not for me, let him reap the punishment he
deserves.’

He was ordained a priest in 1973 but did not live his
priesthood in any serious way. He was more interested in
popularity from his parishioners and brother priests than
in fulfilling the mission given him at his ordination. Shortly
after a near fatal car crash Fr Steve had a meeting with
Jesus who showed him every detail of his past life and
accused him of all his various sins.
Although Fr Steve had regularly confessed his sins he
lacked a firm desire to amend his life and began to realise
his confessions had done him no good and were perhaps
not even valid. He had convinced himself there would be
time to convert later but now suddenly and unexpectedly
found himself before the judgment seat of God.
What is more, Fr Steve had always thought that he would
be able to ‘chat’ with Jesus about his life and explain why
he had done this or that or why he had failed to do this or
that but he discovered to his dismay the reality was very
different. He quickly realised that Jesus already knew the
full truth of his life and all its details and all his motives
and difficulties, and so on and, as he revealed each sin,
Fr Steve could only say ‘Yes, Lord, that’s true.’
Finally Jesus said ‘The sentence is hell.’
Once again Fr Steve could only reply, ‘Yes, Lord, I know.’
It was the only thing he could say since he had been
judged by Truth itself.
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Mary replied, ‘But Son, if we give him special graces and
strengths then he may bear fruit, if not, your will be done.’
After a short pause Jesus said, ‘Mother, he’s yours.’
Fr Steve experienced firsthand what we call the particular
judgment which awaits each of us the moment we die. He
discovered that we will all stand quite alone before the
Lord at that judgment. There will be no negotiating, no
excuses, no changing the channel. For some reason Fr
Steve received, through the intervention of the Blessed
Virgin, a special mercy, the grace of another chance. He
feels it is now his mission to tell those who will listen not
to delay to prepare for that moment of truth. He tells us
that hell exists and that people go there. He tells us also
that Divine Mercy exists – which brings us to today’s
feast.
Like the second chance Fr Steve received we, too, are
offered in our lives a second chance: God’s mercy.
The throne of God’s Divine Mercy is the confessional; the
sacrament of Confession. This is where a Catholic has his
or her grave, or if you prefer, mortal sins forgiven.
Unless there are exceptional circumstances, like the unavailability of the sacrament or our physical inability to get
there, mortal sin is only forgiven through the sacrament of
Reconciliation. Sure we can make a good act of contrition, sure we can tell God we are sorry, sure we can
promise to amend our lives – and God will forgive us
(Continued on next page)
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there and then – but only by virtue of our intention to go
face to face confession with a priest as soon as we can. It
is not enough just to make an act of contrition without this
intention. Moreover, we should not receive Holy Communion until we have made this face to face confession.

biggest and most horrible one of all is that it is no longer
necessary. 'Oh, you can just tell Jesus privately that you
are sorry for your sins and he forgives them. No need to
go to the priest. Tell Jesus direct!' This is pure Protestant
teaching. This is not the faith of the Catholic Church!

The sacrament of Confession is God’s invitation to a miniJudgment – a judgment in which we receive mercy instead of justice.

If you truly believe this lie then you have stopped being a
Catholic; you are saying the Church has only six sacraments instead of seven and you have placed yourself outside the Church - and that's not a good place to be.

•In Confession we take Jesus through our sins and he
gives us mercy.
•In the judgment after our death Jesus takes us through
our sins and he gives us justice.
Is it any wonder that Confession is so attacked? The ordinary Catholic in the pews is so terribly confused about
this sacrament and some have not been for many years.
There are all sorts of errors and misconceptions spread
about this wonderful and essential sacrament and the

Usually on this feast day I tell people all about St Faustina
and the Chaplet of Mercy and the Novena and the 3
o'clock prayer. This year I am choosing to say only one
thing:
If you have not been to confession for a long time, if you
are conscious of a mortal sin, do your immortal soul a
favor and go. Go quickly! Don't delay!
Fr. John Speekman writes from Sydney, Australia

As Church Fixes Abuse Problem, Society Must Follow Suit
By Bishop Robert Vasa
April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. During
this month there has been an increased level of activity
and concern expressed about the extent of child abuse in
our country and in the world as a whole.
There has been a bright light shining on the flaws and
faults of the Church in regard to its past and even present
failures in regard to reporting child abuse and protecting
children from abuse. This light is not at all comfortable but
it is necessary and hopefully it is also purifying. Unfortunately the focus of the past and even into the present is
that all too human tendency to deny, minimize and even
fail to recognize the presence of abuse. There is also a
definite need to be more vigilant about who is allowed into
the priesthood and who is allowed to have access to children.
The bright light shining on the Church, however, may be
shading other areas of society where abuse is much more
prevalent and much less noticed. The 2009 Report by the
Secretariat of Child and Youth Protection of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops indicates that during the course of 2009 there were nearly 400 new allegations of abuse presented to dioceses in the United States.
This number is indeed distressing but it does need to be
looked at a bit more carefully. There were 352 allegations
presented to dioceses that occurred prior to 1990. More

than one-third of these instances of abuse (127) occurred
as long as 40 or 60 years ago. This does not diminish the
gravity of the abuse but it is very difficult for most priests
and bishops of today to claim responsibility for abuse that
occurred so long ago. To say that the “church” allowed
this abuse to happen is to fail to recognize that priests
and bishops in the Church from 40 to 60 years ago failed
to do all that they should have done to prevent and report
such abuse. The same can be said of those very tragic
years between 1970 and 1990 when a vast majority of the
abuse occurred. Of the new allegations received in 2009,
225 were from these years. This number may be slightly
higher if one adds in the 14 cases presented without
specification of a particular year. This would raise the
number for these years to 239.
The report, while acknowledging the serious shortcomings of Church leadership in the past, as indicated by the
number of allegations still coming forward from those
years, has some hint of hopeful news. During the course
of 2009 there were 24 cases presented to dioceses that
involved abuse occurring since 1990. Thus, from this 20year period, 24 persons who had been abused came forward in 2009. Considering that there are approximately
195 dioceses and eparchies in the United States this
would mean that in 2009 a vast majority of dioceses have
not received a claim of having been abused during these
(Continued on next page)
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years. This does not mean that there are no other victims
still struggling with the trauma of having been abused during these years but hopefully this relatively low number
can be seen as a sign of hope.
A further and very real sign of hope is the report’s counting of the number of new allegations received in 2009 for
abuse that occurred last year. This number is 6. If this is
at all accurate it would show that the Church has indeed
taken the horrible trauma and scandal of child sexual
abuse very seriously and that the efforts of the Church, its
bishops, priests and laity, are bearing fruit. We do not
deny the past but the efforts of the Church these past 10
to 20 years seem to be having a positive effect. I pray it is
so. It is indeed most sad that the Church did not take
these strong measures 40 years ago and for that we
apologize to the people of God and most especially to
those who have been harmed and often grievously
harmed because evil and sinful priests were allowed to
continue in ministry after their evil inclinations and actions
were manifested and known by those who had the power
and the duty to remove them.
In great contrast to this sign of hope in the Church I need
only refer to the state of Oregon. According to an April 22
headline: “Change needed in abuse investigations.” In
brief, the story points out that in 2009, Oregon state workers screened 67,885 reports of child abuse and neglect.
These 67,000 reports generated 28,584 investigations.
These 28,000 investigations revealed 11,090 children
who were victims of abuse or neglect. The story points
out that nearly half of these children were under 6.

This is an area that needs the same bright and unrelenting light of truth that has been focused so diligently on the
Church these past 20 years. I do not at all defend the past
negligence of the Church but I do commend her increasing vigilance these past 20 years. Where is the vigilance
in our society? How can nearly 5,000 pre-kindergarten
children be the victims of some form of abuse or neglect
in Oregon in a single year? If we conservatively multiply
this number (which would undoubtedly be much larger in
many states) by a mere factor of 40 we come to the most
shameful possibility that more than 200,000 pre-school
age children in the United States may have suffered some
form of abuse or neglect in 2009. Yet, the story will receive one day of coverage in the local paper and then
pass again into oblivion until April of next year. In the
meantime, every single report involving the Church will
make national news for days and sometimes weeks. One
could begin to wonder if the public concern is really about
the welfare of children at all.
I want to commend and encourage The Central Oregon
KIDS Center and their promotion of Darkness to Light
Training. KIDS Center, among other things, provides education and consultation to community members and professionals throughout Central and Eastern Oregon on
issues related to child abuse and neglect. In a recent
news article one of the Darkness to Light Trainers noted:
“There is only one person responsible for children, and
that is every single adult.”
This type of training and attitude, too, is a great sign of
hope.
Bishop Robert F. Vasa, Diocese of Baker City

Lenten Loss, Easter Gain
By Bishop Robert Vasa
Christ died for us to deliver us from slavery to sin and
death. Many of our attachments have the semblance of a
kind of enslavement. If we are enslaved then we are not
free and if we are not free then we have not yet allowed
the full joy of the Easter resurrection to shine upon us. If
our [Lenten] goal is to stockpile our attachments so that
we may overindulge in them after Easter then we have
not really detached from them, we have simply suffered
their absence with a hope of their return. This type of
thinking belies the butterfly as a symbol of the resurrection. That ugly caterpillar, that squirmy worm, that voracious eater of plants goes into a kind of hibernation, the
cocoon stage. After several weeks of apparent death
when nothing observable to the eye is occurring the day
of Easter, its resurrection, approaches. We have all
watched this process in grade school science class.
Imagine the dismay on the part of the anxiously waiting
children if that cocoon finally finishes its time of incubation
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and out from it emerges the same ugly caterpillar, that
same squirmy worm that resolutely resumes its prior habit
of voracious consumption of anything green. Such a returned worm would hardly be a suitable Easter symbol
candidate.
Unfortunately, that is us if our ultimate goal is to return to
the same place we were before Lent began. I obviously
do not want to spoil your Easter but I also do not want you
to negate your Lent. Perhaps our perception of Easter
needs to change. Jesus did not simply “return to life;” He
rose to a new life. Our Easter is also to be different from a
simple “return to life” as we knew it before Lent. If that is
all we look for, if that is all we expect then we risk missing
the glory of Easter, the true joy of genuine rising with
Christ.
Bishop Robert F. Vasa, Diocese of Baker City
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Additional Resources
- Dominican Family
 Calendar of Dominican Saints, Western Dominican
Province (Link)
 Philately of Saint Dominic’s Order (Link)
 Saint Dominic’s Family, The Lives of Over 300 Famous Dominicans, Mary Jean Dorcy (Link)
 True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Louis
de Montfort (Link)
 Lives and Prayers of Dominican Saints (Link)
 History of St. Catherine of Siena and her Companions, Augusta Theodosia Drane (Link)
 Life of Mary Magdalene, Henri Lacordaire OP (Link)
 Life of St. Rose of Lima, Fredrick Faber Ed. (Link)
 The Lives of the Brethren (Vitae Fratrum) 1206-1259
(Link)


The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

- Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—
call Claire Rogus, (650) 570-7835

http://www.angelicwarfare.org
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Treasures Holy and Mystical: A Devotional
Journey for Today’s Catholics
By Philip Neri Powell

In Treasures Holy and Mystical, Fr. Philip Neri Powell presents devotions for disciples of the twenty-first century:
seven new novenas, including three mystical novenas;
eleven new litanies that focus on a journey toward holiness through a relationship with the Holy Spirit; and a
new rosary prayer based on the beatitudes. Fr. Powell's
prayers and devotions are rooted in the Catholic tradition,
yet they speak to the hearts of today.
Ligouri Publications

Calling it Straight
The archbishop would not shy away from controversial
issues. On the subject of gay marriage, Dolan said he
was grateful that the State Senate last year defeated a
same-sex marriage bill. He also said he has no plan to
support the gay and lesbian community in its fight to
carry banners in next month’s St. Patrick's Day parade.
As for major Catholic events like the annual Al Smith
dinner, the archbishop said all Catholic politicians will be
welcome, but they would not necessarily be honored if
they break with Catholic doctrine on hot-button issues
like abortion.
"Everybody's welcome. There's a difference between
being welcome and providing someone who is dramatically, radically, publicly at odds with the church on a particularly given issue to have a place of prominence and
receive an award," said Dolan.
Interview with Archbishop Timothy Dolan, NY1 News
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A ROYAL PENITENT
CATHERINE OF ARAGON to B. John Forest
"My venerated Father, You who have been accustomed
to advise others in doubtful cases know best what advice
to give to yourself; and with your piety and learning you
know without doubt, and even desire if need be for the
Name of Christ to undergo death and refuse nothing in
such a cause. Be brave, then, and courageous, for if in
these torments you have some pain to bear you will receive an eternal reward, which if any one were to be
ready to lose both you and I would count him to be mad.
But, alas, you leave me, your daughter, born to you in the
Wounds of Christ, for a time at least you leave me in the
greatest sorrow, for I am losing in you the man who has
taught me the most in divine things. If I may freely say my
wish, I had rather go before you through a thousand torments than follow you after a time. Yet I trust in the Lord
that I shall see you not very long hence, when I shall be
taken to the calm life of the blessed. Farewell, my honored Father, commend me always to God, now and from
your place in Heaven. Your most sorrowful daughter,
CATHERINE."
"Whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou dwellest, I
will dwell; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my
God." RUTH 1:16.
Mementoes of The English Martyrs and Confessors,
Henry Sebastian Bowden of The Oratory, 1910
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Excerpt from: “The Precious Blood or The Price of Our Salvation”
Father Fredrick William Faber
In quiet times good men can love the Vicar of Christ, and
look at him as their venerable father and monarch, ruling
over all the best affections of their hearts, with a loyalty
which the hereditary sovereigns of the earth can never
obtain, and which is a far more heavenly thing than a patriot’s love of the land which gave him birth. But when the
clouds gather round the Sacred City, when the pressure
of self-seeking potentates again begins to crucify our Lord
afresh in the person of his Vicar, when the coils of diplomacy twist themselves round Peter’s throne, when wellnigh all the world, schism, heresy, unbelief, ambition, injustice, and catholic states world-tainted, league together
against the Lord’s Anointed, then to the saints the face of
Christ’s Vicar becomes like the countenance of his Lord.
It grows more majestic in abjection. The anguish on it is
divine. It is more worshipful than ever, at the very moment
when it is calling out our tenderest love and our keenest
sympathies. This too is a time rife in victories to the Precious Blood. Rome is saved, and man has not saved it.
They were bearing the papacy out to burial, and lo! A glorious resurrection! When deliverance was furthest off,
then it came.
But these great historical triumphs are not the only victories of the Precious Blood in evil days. It wins many in the
secrets of hearts. The spirit of the age is forever tainting
the minds and hearts of the elect. There are few who do
not end by going with the multitude, few who are not imposed upon by the pompous elation of science, but the
juvenile pronouncements of an improved literature, but
the complacent self-glorifications of temporal prosperity,
and by the pretension to an unparalleled grandeur which
each generation makes as it struts out upon the stage of
life. It is fine to innovate: it is refreshing to be audacious: it
is a cheap victory to attack: it is comfortable to be on the
same side with the loud-voiced world around us. Few
men have clearly ascertained their own principles. They
admit into their inconsequent minds wandering ideas of
the times, without seeing that they are in reality hostile to
the holy things which occupy the sanctuary of their hearts.
Hence they get upon the wrong side, specially in middle
life. It is not youth so much as middle life that falls in this
way. While the generosity of youth makes early life to err
in questions of degree, the same generosity keeps it incorrupt in questions of kind. It is the egotistical selfimportance of middle life, which makes apostates, reformers, and malcontents. It is then that men get upon the
wrong side. They fight under wrong banners. They frustrate the promise of their better years. They become out
of harmony with the Church. From that hour their lives are
failures. They grow querulous and contentious, peevish
and captious, bitter and sour. Their old age is extremely
solitary; and it is a great grace of God if the do not die on
the wrong side, they who seem to have raised up to be
the very foremost champions of the right. Now it is bad
times which open men’s eyes. They see then how the
spirit of the age has been nigh to deceiving them, how
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they mistook its loudness for wisdom, and how near they
were to losing the simplicity of their devotion in the unhelpfulness of an intellectual demonstration, which has
passed away, and has done as little, and is remembered
as much, as the popular novel of a season. Many are the
victories of disenchantment which the Precious Blood
gains in times like those. Souls, that are won back to the
old ways and the antique fashions, may yet be saints,
whose promise of holiness must soon have withered, cankered, or dispersed in the vanity of modern attempts and
innovations.
Nay, though we may be unable to see it, we cannot doubt
that there are triumphs of the Precious Blood in the
spread of heresies, in the schism of kingdoms, and in
similar catastrophes of the Church. Souls seem to perish,
and it is hard to bear. But the life of the Church is very
vast, and is ruled by immense laws; and when her
Spouse comes at the end, the Precious Blood must
needs present her to him “a glorious Church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.” [Eph 5:27] We must
remember always, therefore, that the Church is the empire of the Precious Blood, and that that Blood will be the
law of its life, and will govern it, not at all in the world’s
way, not at all in the spirit of an age, but altogether after
its own spirit and altogether in its own way. Souls soon
lose themselves who chafe because the Church is not
wise with a worldly wisdom.
The Precious Blood or The Price of Our Salvation,
Father Fredrick William Faber

Bl Margaret Ebner
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Mary Magdalene
Ven Louis of Granada
This being so, God cast His glance on this woman who
was not worthy of His gaze, to make her an example of
repentance and one of the greatest glories of the Church.
What was the reason? None other than that given by the
prophet: "He saved me because He was well pleased with
me" [Ps 17:20]. In other words, He did it for the glory of
His grace, as an example of His mercy, and as a manifestation of His goodness. Thus we would know that all our
good proceeds from Him and all our blessings come from
His hands. We should, therefore, attribute them to Him
and seek them from Him. This realization will make us
more humble, more dependent, more grateful, and more
fearful; more humble because of our poverty, more dependent because of our many dangers, more grateful for
his grace, and more fearful because of our weakness.

Although there are many paths to heaven, all of them can
be reduced to two: that of innocence and that of repentance. The first is the way of those who have never
sinned; the other is the way of those who, having sinned,
have done penance for their sins. The former was the
path followed by the Blessed Virgin, St. John the Baptist,
and those who never committed a mortal sin; the latter is
the path of all other human beings.
Apart from these two paths there is no other because all
those who are eventually saved are either innocent or
repentant sinners. And since each of these paths requires
a guide, divine wisdom has provided two guides that are
outstanding. They are the two Marys: Mary, the Mother of
the Savior, who was the mirror of innocence; and Mary
Magdalene, who was the mirror of repentance. Accordingly, all who travel by the path of innocence should keep
their eyes fixed on the first Mary so that they may travel
well. But those who travel by the way of repentance
should fix their gaze on the second Mary and try to imitate
her ardent spirit, her profound sorrow for sin, her vital
faith, burning love, and disdain of the world. In this way
they can judge whether their repentance is as it ought to
be, for if they do not possess any of these characteristics,
their repentance is not true repentance. Such would seem
to be the case with those who have barely confessed their
sins when they return to their former evil ways.
St. Luke says that a Pharisee once asked Christ to be his
guest. Christ accepted the invitation and sat at table with
him. In the same city there was a sinful woman whom
many identify is the sister of Lazarus and Martha. She
was called a sinful women because she was a woman of
evil life and was known as such throughout the country.
O wisdom of God! One of the vilest things in the world is
an evil woman, of whom Ecclesiasticus says that she
"shall be trodden upon as dung in the way" [Ecclus. 9:10].

Magdalene had been moved by the teaching of Christ,
illumined by his grace, and drawn to repentance. When
she learned that Jesus was visiting the home of the Pharisee, the impetus of her sorrow and love impelled her to
hasten to Him. She took a vase of precious ointment
which she had purchased not
to atone for sin but to multiply
her own sins, not to anoint
Christ but to offer sacrifice to
the devil. With this instrument
of sin she would make war
against sin.
Magdalene entered the house
where the Savior was dining
but her shame at her sins did
not give her the courage to
stand before Christ. Rather,
she walked behind the couch
on which Jesus was reclining
and kneeling, began to bathe His feet, shedding copious
tears as she did so. Indeed, it seemed that her very tears
washed His feet, and then she dried them with her long
and beautiful hair. Not content with this, she began to kiss
His feet and to anoint them with the precious ointment
which she had brought for the purpose.
All the things she and formerly used in her slavery to the
world, she now consecrated to the service of Christ; all
the instruments of sin became remedies for sin. From her
eyes poured forth a fountain of tears to wash the stains
from her soul; her hair became a towel to wipe away her
sins; the precious ointment became a balsam to cure the
wounds of her soul and to counteract the odor of her sinful life.
Meanwhile, what she performed exteriorly was effected
interiorly in her soul by the Savior. She anointed His feet
with ointment and He anointed her soul with grace; she
(Continued on next page)
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Magdalene
(Continued from previous page)

washed His feet with her tears and He washed the sins
from her soul by His blood; she dried His feet with her hair
and He adorned her soul with virtues; she kissed His feet
lovingly and He bestowed on her the kiss of peace, as
was given to the prodigal son on his return.
In all this it is not reported that any words were spoken
between Christ and Mary Magdalene. Tears sufficed for
speech and sighs and desires took the place of words. So
David says: "Lord, all my desire is before Thee, and my
groaning is not hidden from thee" [Ps 37:10].
O humble tears, says St. Jerome, yours is the power,
yours is the kingdom. You are not fearful before the tribunal of the Judge; you silence all accusers. You conquer
the invincible and tie the hands of the omnipotent. St. Bernard calls these tears the wine of angels because in them
is the odor of life, the taste of grace, and the delight of
pardon. I prefer to call them a divine perfume, for perfume
is distilled not from one single herb or flower but from
many. Such were the tears of Magdalene, which did not
proceed from one cause or emotion, but from many for
they were tears of faith, hope, love, sorrow, and devotion.
The cause of Magdalene's conversion and repentance
was that ray of light with which the Savior illumined the
darkness of her soul. This light opened her eyes so that
she could see the horrible spectacle of infernal monsters
that surrounded her and she was so horrified by her dangerous position that she ran in search of a remedy. So it

was that she set out in the middle of the day, without waiting for advice or the proper time, and thrust herself into
the midst of the banquet in order to find Christ.
What are you doing, woman? Do you not realize that this
is not the time or place for that which you intend to do? A
person does not want witnesses or public places for these
things, but darkness and solitude. This is what Nicodemus did when he came in the darkness of night to seek
out Christ [Cf. Jn 3:2]. Nothing is lost if one waits another
hour for this business.
But Magdalene heeds none of these arguments; the vehemence of her sorrow and the shame and horror at her
condition so filled her mind that she could think of nothing
but the danger of her state. And all this was effected by
the light which God infused into her soul; it aroused in her
great fear and a love so great that the Lord said to her:
"Many sins are forgiven her because she has loved
much." Not only did love work in her, but also sorrow, and
such great sorrow that it caused her to shed an abundance of tears. And not only sorrow, but shame and confusion, and disdain of the world, for she took such little
account of the remarks of the other guests and the judgment of the Pharisee that she was able to do that which
effected her salvation.
Not only was she repentant and thereby saved, but she
experienced a deep desire to make satisfaction to God for
the offenses she had committed. Consequently, after the
Lord had ascended into heaven, although she had already obtained from His lips a complete remission of her
sins, she spent thirty years in a cave doing penance.
Each day she was marvelously caught up in rapture
amidst angelic choirs. God thereby manifested the power
and efficacy of true repentance which makes the penitents equal to the angles.
As a greater confirmation of what we have said, we read
in the Gospel that Magdalene stood at the side of the
Blessed Mother at the foot of the cross. Mary the penitent
stands with Mary the innocent. By this we are made to
understand that sometimes the true penitents are made
like the innocent and even surpass them, as it is said:
"Sprinkle me with hyssop and I shall be made clean; wash
me and I shall become whiter than snow." To say that one
will be made whiter than snow is to say that the penitent
sometimes becomes whiter than the innocent, and it is to
be believed that Magdalene in heaven is much more glorious than many who never committed a mortal sin. Let us
imitate her example of penance so that we may become
sharers in her glory.
Ven Louis of Granada, Summa of the Christian Life,
Volume 3, Chapter 19, Mary Magdalene
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Blessed Margaret of Castello, Part VII: The Real Work Begins
By Anita More, O.P.L.

This is the seventh and last in a
series of talks about Bl. Margaret of Castello, delivered at the
meeting of the Idaho Lay Dominicans, Bl. Margaret of Castello Chapter, at Our Lady of the
Valley in Caldwell, Idaho on
Sunday, October 21, 2007.

The prophet Isaiah, peering into the distant future by the
light of the Holy Spirit, said [Isaiah 53:1-5]:
Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom
has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For he grew
up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of
dry ground; he had no form or comeliness that we
should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men; a man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we
esteemed him not.
Margaret of Castello, too, was a root out of the dry ground
of her vain and selfish parents, so lacking in form and
comeliness and beauty that they drove her from their
presence. She was despised and rejected by those
whose duty it had been to love her and care for her, and
she had the grief not only of banishment but of confinement. Yet in all this, she perceived that she had been
given the gift of resembling the Savior Whom she loved
above all else. Fr. Bonniwell says that her love of God
became so purified of all selfishness that the fetters that
bound her to earth weakened, and that her intense love
reacted on her wasted body like a violent fever.
And so the last grace that Jesus gave in this life to Little
Margaret, who strove to imitate Him in all things, was one
that He has occasionally bestowed on saints -- such as
Catherine of Siena and Faustina -- namely, the grace to
imitate Him in death by taking them home at the age of
33, the age at which He met His death on the cross. And
so, surrounded by the Mantellate and the Dominican friars
of Castello, and having received the Sacraments for the
last time, Margaret of Castello died on April 13, 1320,
aged 33. The little outcast, whose parents had unceremoniously dumped her in a strange town when she failed to
be cured of her maladies, now had the entire town as
mourners as her body was carried to the Chiesa della
Carita.
Just as her birth had caused an uproar in her family, now
her death caused an uproar in the town of Castello. When
the funeral rites had ended, and the friars prepared to
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carry her body out to the cloister where the departed
Mantellate were laid to rest, the townspeople began to
demand that Margaret be buried in the church. She is a
saint, they declared, and she has the right to be buried in
the church! Like the good Italians that they were, they left
no doubt about where they stood on the matter: they
physically barred the friars from carrying Margaret out of
the church. Nor could they be persuaded by an appeal to
the authority of the Church, whose sole right it was by that
time to canonize saints, or to the patience that must necessarily be summoned with regard to a cause for sainthood, which may take many years. It was a good thing for
the friars that the crowd could not know that the millennium, which was not then even half over, would close
without ever seeing Margaret of Castello raised to the
altar.
But at least they would receive an immediate resolution to
the question of Little Margaret's final resting place. While
the argument swayed to and fro, the pallbearers laid Margaret's bier down on the floor. While she lay there, the
parents of a crippled girl, mute and with a severely curved
spine, fought their way to her through the crowd carrying
their daughter. When at last they made their way to Margaret's body, they laid their daughter down beside it, fell
to their knees, and began begging Margaret to ask God to
heal their daughter. Moved by this pitiable sight, the friars
and the townspeople forgot their argument and joined in
their prayers. Suddenly a hush fell. Margaret's left arm
rose, reached over and touched the crippled girl. The girl
rose from the floor, cured. The father Prior sent for a coffin for Margaret, and the controversy over whether Margaret could be buried in the church was over.
The miraculous healing immediately drew the attention of
the city council of Castello, which launched an investigation and officially verified the authenticity of the cure. It
determined that as a benefactress of the State, Margaret
was entitled to be embalmed at public expense. This was
done, and Margaret was interred in a chapel at the Dominican church, which quickly became a major pilgrimage
destination. More than two hundred miraculous cures attributed to Margaret's intercession were documented during the Middle Ages.
And nearly three hundred years would pass after the argument in the Chiesa della Carita before Rome began to
take notice of Margaret of Castello. On June 9, 1558,
Margaret's body was exhumed. When the coffin was
opened, her clothing was found to have disintegrated, but
her body was perfectly preserved. This could not have
been due to the embalming in 1320, which consisted
solely in removing the heart and viscera in order to postpone decay, and did not involve the use of preservative
chemicals. After a rigorous medical examination, the body
was re-clothed in the Dominican habit and placed in a
new coffin. Margaret's body is now interred in a glass sar(Continued on next page)
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cophagus under the high altar of the church of San
Domenico in Castello, and remains incorrupt to this day.
In 1600 -- twelve years after the exhumation -- Pope
Clement VIII officially began the inquiry into Margaret's
cause for sainthood. The head of the inquiry was Cardinal
Robert Bellarmine, the pre-eminent Jesuit scholar and
hammer of Protestantism who would be canonized by
Pope Pius XI in 1930 and declared a Doctor of the
Church in 1931. Nine years later, on October 19, 1609,
Clement's successor, Pope Paul V, beatified Margaret
and assigned April 13th as her feast day.
Thanks to the communion of saints, the story of Little
Margaret's deeds on earth did not end with her death. I
promised at the beginning of this series that I would tell
the story of Little Margaret's intervention in my own life,
and the reason why I was asked to do this series. Here,
then, is further proof that Little Margaret has not lost her
touch with the Almighty, and that she is still powerful before God's throne for her friends on earth.
We like to think of ourselves as masters of our own destinies. Uncorrected by experience, we like to think we're in
charge, and we flatter ourselves that the course of our
lives is dictated solely by our own choices. We give ourselves credit for choosing everything from our spouses to
our pets to our patron saints. The Divine Humility often
allows us to indulge our fancies, knowing that sooner or
later we will come to know the truth. Part of the truth is
that we don't choose our patron saints. They choose us.
Last year, because of circumstances beyond my control, I
went through an excruciating crisis. I prayed and prayed,
but things just seemed to get worse and worse. In my
desperation, I decided to hunt up some obscure saints to
pray to, on the theory that they'd be so ecstatic to have
somebody ask them for their intercession that they'd snap
to and advocate passionately for me before God's
Throne. So I embarked on a search, and came across
Blessed Margaret of Castello, whom I had never heard of
before. Though I made some efforts to find a different
saint, nevertheless I was attracted to her because of her
story, and also because she is still waiting to be raised to
the altar. It takes prayer to advance the cause of a candidate for sainthood, so I figured, what the heck. I made a
novena to Blessed Margaret.
And nothing happened. Except that one Sunday after
Mass, shortly after I made the novena, I was introduced to
John Keenan, who turned out to be the formation director
for the chapter of Third Order Dominicans in this diocese.
For some reason, even though he was a stranger, I
poured out my troubles to him. We ended by exchanging
contact information.
In my pessimism, I didn't think anything would come of
this connection with Idaho's only Dominican lawyer, and I
was inclined to let it lapse. Fortunately for me, he wasn't.
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He started sending me information about the Third Order
Dominicans. Before I knew it, I was constantly being surrounded by Third Order Dominicans. Eventually, I was
invited to a chapter meeting at John's house. It was then
that I realized that the patroness of the chapter was -Blessed Margaret of Castello.
C.S. Lewis once said that for the Christian, there are no
coincidences. So when you make a novena to a relatively
obscure beata, and then suddenly find yourself encompassed by a tertiary Dominican chapter named in her
honor, you sit up and take notice. I continued to associate
with Dominicans, and went to a retreat at the Chapter
House in July (a good retreat too, without a bunch of
touchy-feely nonsense). It was clear they were interested
in having me join the order, but I still hemmed and hawed.
Still, they tugged on, gently but persistently. Around the
beginning of August, I was informed that I would be contacted about entering as a postulant. The time to make a
decision had arrived. Since it was clear that Little Margaret had had her hand in the affair all along, I made another novena to her for help in deciding what to do
At that point, my affairs started moving very rapidly,
though this was not immediately apparent to me at the
time. During the second week of August, I landed a job
interview. I really didn't think anything would come of it,
especially since I arrived five minutes late for the interview, which contributes nothing to a good first impression.
But before week's end, I was offered the job after a long
spell of unemployment. But meanwhile, on the Dominican
front, time was passing without a word from the chapter. I
was beginning to think that the answer to whether I
should join the order was no.
Except that it wasn't. There is nothing quite like the drama
and power of the Last Minute, and God frequently makes
use of it in order to remind us that for Him, nothing is impossible. I usually spent time with friends on Sundays, but
on August 20, 2006, my friends were unavailable. After
Mass, I bumped into a member of the Dominican chapter
council, who asked me if I was going to apply for membership at the meeting that day. Of course, since I hadn't
heard from John, who was apparently supposed to call
me, I didn't know about it. Still, events were clearly arranged in such a way as to prevent me from missing the
meeting, so now I had my answer. I was received as a
postulant into the tertiary Dominicans that afternoon, the
day before I started my new job. The number of Dominican lawyers in the state of Idaho has now doubled.
So once again, Blessed Margaret of Castello, patroness
of the poor and unwanted -- and now, together with St.
Thomas More, patroness of my Dominican vocation -- has
proven how much pull she has with the Almighty. I turned
to her for her intercession, and she obtained for me far
more than I asked for or ever expected. She must have
(Continued on next page)
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had her eye on me since my childhood. I now view my
eight years in a school run by Dominican nuns, affiliated
with a parish named for a Dominican saint -- Catherine of
Siena -- as a sign, even though these were not the
world's nicest nuns, and they never instilled me with a
special affection for Dominicans. After I left California, I
never met any Dominicans. I never even knew there were
any Dominicans in Idaho until I met John Keenan. The

last thing I ever imagined was that I would one day be a
Dominican myself.
Greatness of stature does not depend on physical size
and strength, as small but mighty Margaret of Castello
continues to prove. May she be canonized soon.
Anita Moore OPL

St. Catherine of Siena:
Communicating the Gospel to the World
Growing up in the 1980s, I watched on
television the Great Communicator,
President Ronald Reagan, as he gave
his “State of the Union” addresses. He
had a certain charisma and spoke with
compassion and concern for this country. The Catholic Church has declared
many to be “great communicators” for
Christ and these men and women also
have love for all Catholics.
Out of 33 Doctors of the Catholic
Church, three of them are women:
Teresa of Avila (Doctor of Prayer),
Therese of Lisieux (Doctor of Confidence and Missionaries), and Catherine
of Siena (Doctor of Unity). These
women influenced the Catholic Church
by their risk-taking preaching to religious leaders, writing about their mystical experiences with God, and encouraging close friends, prisoners, and relatives who are lost on their Christian
journeys.
In the 14th century, Catherine Benincasa of Siena, Italy,
lived a life of prayer, study of Sacred Scriptures and
Church traditions, shared with curious readers and skeptics about her relationship with God and how He wants to
have an intimate relationship with us. The “Doctor of
Unity” convinced Pope Gregory XI to return to Rome in
1377 after being in Avignon, France for several years.
She wrote to him these words of encouragement and
challenge:
“Be a manly man…wanting to live in peace is often the
greatest cruelty. When the boil has come to a head it
must be cut with the lance and burned with fire and if
that is not done, and only a plaster is put on it the corruption will spread and that is often worse than death. I

wish to see you as a manly man so
that you may serve the Bride of
Christ (the church and its people)
without fear, and work spiritually and
temporally for the glory of God according to the needs of that sweet
Bride in our times.”
Letter writing is one of the great
ways to preach to the world. In the
November 7, 2002 letter,
“Proclaiming the Gospel in the Order
of Preachers” the Master of the Order, Fr. Carlos Azpiroz Costa, OP
stated this in regards to one of the
four priorities of preaching: human
communication through mass media:
“The media has very evidently
shown us ‘the drama of our times’:
the fracture between human culture
and the evangelical message, between the human word and the word of faith (Evangelii
Nuntiandi 20); the media today constitutes a privileged
instrument to provide a culturally intelligible and effective word to the efficacious proclamation of the whole
Gospel. Immersed in a world in which the whole person is communicative of life or death. This occurs in a
process in which there are no spectators; all are actors; the vocation of the Order calls us, then, to be
preachers, that is, communicators with these characteristics: conviction, new vision, liberty.”
If she was alive today, Catherine would be delighted by
the opportunities of sharing the Gospel to others on television, radio, and the Internet! Writing on her blog on how
to encourage others to love our brothers and sisters
would please Catherine because she knows that her
charism of writing is being used for God’s glory. Catherine
(Continued on next page)
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would be impressed with the efforts of all Dominicans on
Twitter and Facebook as they proclaim the Gospel
through their reflections on the Sunday readings, thoughts
on current events, and encouragement to those who are
hearing God’s call to the priesthood and religious life. She
may contribute to the countless newsletters edited and
written by Dominicans. She would smile in delight as Dominican sisters and nuns write books and pamphlets, or
paint flowers or landscapes with watercolors or acrylics to
show others God’s colorful and illustrating creation.
All of us are called to follow the two commandments declared by Christ: love God and love one another in many
ways. For some Catholics that may be writing letters of
encouragement to a woman in a nursing home. Others
may create cards to cheer up a Dominican priest after a
long day of preaching and counseling. We can use words
whether spoken or written to show others God’s love and
forgiveness.

She had most of her letters dictated to her secretaries.
The secretaries wrote down Catherine’s words of encouragement, concern, and truth to others. Catherine never let
any weaknesses stop her from preaching. Many Dominican saints kept proclaiming the Gospel to the world and
refused to cease due to disabilities or opposition.
Encouraged by the risk-taking saint and Doctor of the
Church, Dominicans have a mission to communicate the
Gospel in our spheres of influence and to pray for their
souls. Let us be “great communicators” for Christ as all of
the Dominicans have for almost 800 years.
St. Catherine of Siena, pray for us!
Eileen Bellamy, lay Dominican candidate
St. Albert the Great chapter

St. Zdislava of Lemberk, Early Lay Dominican
b. 1220 in modern-day Czech Republic, d. 1252
At the age of seven, this devout child ran away from
home to become a hermit until forced to return to her father’s castle within the modern-day Czech Republic. Her
mother, a Sicilian noblewoman, taught the young saint the
healing powers of prayer in addition to training her to mix
homemade medicinal remedies from herbs.
Zdislava married Gallus, the Duke of Lemberk, at the age
of fifteen and became mother to four children. While the
public viewed the duke as prideful and even violent, he
adored his holy wife. He only required that she preside
over his society banquets. Being an obedient wife,
Zdislava did as Gallus asked, but she never forgot the
plights of the homeless war refugees outside their castle’s
gate. She encouraged her husband to build a hostel for
beggars outside their castle.
Zdislava soon met the Polish Dominican missionary
saints, Hyacinth and Ceslaus. She became the first Slavic
Dominican tertiary. She was an early lay Dominican, as
the official installation of the lay branch of the Order of
Preachers occurred after her death.
This saintly woman visited prisoners living in horrific conditions, obtained pardons for them, catechized the children of servants, and led a model life for a Christian wife

and mother and for a Dominican. Zdislava fed the local
beggars from her kitchen and treated their ailments with
her herbal concoctions. According to her contemporaries,
Zdislava resurrected at least five corpses, healed lepers,
and restored sight to the blind. She built several churches
with her husband, including what is now the famous Basilica of St. Laurent and St. Zdislava in northern Bohemia.
She personally assisted with heavy construction efforts by
night, choosing to work in secret, so that others would not
know of her penitential labors. Zdislava and her husband
founded a monastery of Dominican nuns and a Dominican priory, both within what is now the Czech Republic.
She lived an austere life, despite her wealth, and received
the Eucharist frequently. Zdislava is buried in the church
she built and appeared to her husband in a vision shortly
after her death.
The faithful of Bohemia long recognized St. Zdislava of
Lemberk as their patroness, although Pope John Paul II
officially raised her to altars on May 21, 1995. The Dominican calendar memorializes this saint on January 4th,
although few in America know of this holy Bohemian tertiary; the memorial of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton permanently
supplants that of St. Zdislava within the United States.
Catherine Liberatore, OPL,
Mary, Mother of the Eucharist Chapter

For the spiritual heirs of St. Catherine, her most clear and unequivocal teaching is that Christians, and especially Dominicans, should invoke the most sweet and holy name of Mary in every circumstances, especially stressful ones, and
with great love. Her own Letters witness to her practice of this golden rule of the spiritual life, for Catherine never utters a word--any word--to anyone with out first saying, Sweet Jesus, Jesus Love, most Sweet Mother Mary!
Fr. Romanus Cessario, O.P.
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JEHANNE D’ARC
Few people in history have captured the imagination and fascinated so many through the ages
as St. Joan of Arc. Authors,
poets and modern day screenwriters are still recounting the
story of this beloved Patron of
France and her commitment to
God and the Truth.
BEGINNINGS
Jehanne d’Arc was born on
January 6, 1412 in the French
village of Domremy, the fourth
of five children, to a pious
Catholic family. By the time she
was born, France and England
had been battling for almost 70
years in the Hundred Years
War. In 1414, Henry V of England reasserted the English
claim to the throne (during a French civil war) and invaded France again in 1415. The claim itself was false
and became further complicated with matters of greed,
adultery and corruption from both sides. The current King
of France, Charles VI, was insane and unable to serve,
but nonetheless was cajoled into declaring that his son,
Charles VII was illegitimate.
VOICES
This monumental struggle for the Throne was building to
a fever pitch at the same time our saint was growing in
body and piety. One day when Jehanne was thirteen, as
she was out in the fields attending the sheep, she heard
her name called twice. She thought it was her brother
calling so she quickly ran home, but no one had called
her. She walked out towards the Church when she heard
her name affectionately called again. Suddenly, she saw
a great light that seemed to envelop her and she saw a
beautiful face surrounded by angels. The vision spoke
again to her saying: “Jehannette! Jehannette! Be good
and wise; love God very much. Go to Church often!”
Soon after this event the same apparition appeared, but
this time in full body surrounded by an army of angels. It
was St. Michael. St. Margaret and St. Catherine of Alexandria would appear and speak to her as well, and the
three heavenly Saints would continue to guide and counsel her throughout the rest of her short life.
Four years later her “Voices” spoke of the great pity that
God had for the Kingdom of France. They said that God
would not abandon her country and that He would send
someone to save it. Jehanne thanked them and asked
who this person was and the voices said: “It’s you,
daughter of God! It’s you who will liberate France!
Leave! Go to the City! You must!...” They explained to

her that she must go to Charles VII and have him
crowned King of France. At this same time her father had
a dream in which he saw Jehanne marching at the head
of an army. This upset him so much because the only
women in an army at that time were prostitutes. He
vowed that if she left to do this he would have her brothers drown her. So he watched her comings and goings
very closely. But once more St. Michael appeared to her
commanding her to go. She replied: “I am only a poor girl
and know neither A nor B. I can’t ride a horse or make
war”. St. Michael then took an arrow and sank it into her
heart saying “Leave! Leave! Go to the city! You must!
God will help you” . Jehanne secretly left the next day. It
was the last time she ever saw her parents.
TRIALS AND TESTINGS
Jehanne’s journey to Charles VII was a long and arduous
one. Just to get to him she had to travel 372 miles relying
only on God’s providence and the people He sent to help
her. She had to make her case to each dignitary along the
way, each time being ridiculed, questioned and detained.
Her last hurdle before gaining admission to see Charles
VII, was with an important military leader of the region
named Robert de Baudricourt. At first he ridiculed and
dismissed her saying: “This girl is crazy! Someone
should box her ears and send her home to her father!”
But Jehanne, who had grown strong in the virtues of Fortitude, Courage and Fear of The Lord, had gained supporters and remained in the town. There was also an old,
well-known prophecy at the time that said France was to
be won by a Maid from Lorraine. Domremy was in the
province of Lorraine. This was brought to Baudricourt’s
attention but he still wasn’t moved. Then Jehanne predicted to Baudricourt that the French armies had just suffered a new defeat near Orleans. Three days later he
received news of the defeat. That afternoon he offered
Jehanne a sword and gave orders to make her ready to
go to Charles’ residence.
Upon arrival to the castle she was ordered to wait alone in
a room. During this interval, Jehanne prayed without
ceasing. She was deep in prayer when they came to present her. It was night and the castle was ablaze with candles. Charles was throwing one of his famous parties and
the room was filled with more than three hundred knights
and ladies. Charles, in an effort to poke fun at her and
test her, exchanged his attire with a Count and mingled
with the crowd. Jehanne was ushered in and led directly
to the Count. Without hesitation she passed him by and
went straight to Charles who was hiding behind a group of
people. She bowed and said “May God give you a good
life, noble Prince!”. Charles replied “I’m not the King”
Jheanne insisted “It’s you and no one else. I have come
on behalf of the King of Heaven. If you heed my message, you will regain your kingdom and the English will
leave France!” Like Baudricourt, Charles dismissed her
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

as crazy until she whispered a secret to him that only he
and God could possibly know. The contents of that secret
have remained hidden to this day.

You have called me whore; I pity your soul and the souls
of your men. The English will be beaten soon and the
siege will be lifted. As for you Glasdale, you won’t see it
because you will die”.

A TIME FOR WAR
At Charles’ command, Jehanne was outfitted with the finest armor and supplied with the best horses, trainers and
equipment that befitted a King. This is truly amazing because this was something that was not only unheard of in
Jheanne’s time, but even today. A young girl from the
lowest ranks of society was elevated to the highest ranks
of nobility. Taking her place among the princes and
dukes, she moved with ease and authority in a world in
which she knew nothing about. Her voices guided her
every step of the way through her training period and
even designed the banner she was to carry. It was a
white banner dotted with gold fleurs-de-lis. On one side it
had a picture of Jesus holding a globe in his left hand with
a cross on top. The names Jhesus, Maria were inscribed
at the tips. The other side pictured the arms of France
with a white dove above it. This would be the banner she
would hold high and carry into battle. Of her banner she
said “I loved it, forty times more than my sword”. And her
sword was not just any sword. St. Catherine herself directed Jheanne where she found it buried under the altar
in the Church of St. Catherine. It was an old sword with
five small crosses on the handle.
Jheanne won the respect of all the soldiers but not without challenge. She insisted that all the prostitutes be
driven out and that the soldiers must never swear at all or
drink too much. One day while riding, she heard a soldier
curse. She turned her horse, ran to him and with the flat
of her sword, slapped him on the back and severely rebuked him. She insisted that God willed France’s freedom, but would not help them if they persisted in sin,
“Trust in God. Make confession and be shriven, for so
God will help you. Being shriven, you shall have the victory, by God’s help”. By this time, the English had pushed
into and captured much of France. They had laid siege to
the city of Orleans and if captured completely, would
mean the final ruin of France.
On May 5, 1429 Jehanne approached the front lines of
Orleans, attached a letter to the tip of her arrow, and shot
it across the lines into the English camps. The letter
reads, “You Englishmen, who have no right in this Kingdom of France, the King of Heaven sends you word and
warning by me, Jheanne. Abandon your forts and depart
into your own country, or I will raise such a war-cry
against you as shall be remembered forever. I write this
to you for the third and last time”. A leader in the English
army replied by spewing a stream of vile language at her
and calling her a whore, to which Jheanne replied,
“Glasdale, Glasdale, yield, yield to the King of Heaven.

And so it happened. Jheanne and her army continued to
win battle after battle until the English were pushed back.
On July 17, 1429 Charles VII was crowned King of
France. Jheanne was determined to drive the English out
completely and drove on towards Paris.
CAPTURE AND IMPRISONMENT
On May 23, 1430 Jheanne with a contingent from the city
of Compiegne, went outside the city’s gates in hopes of
surprising the enemy. But the enemy had been waiting
for them since the night before, and as soon as they got
far enough out, descended on them. Those who weren’t
killed rushed back to the city, and the governor, who pretended fear, closed the gates with Jheanne outside. It
was later said that he was given the equivalent of $40,000
by the English to execute this terrible deed. She was
caught and imprisoned.
THE TRIAL
The trial of St. Joan of Arc is one of the most dramatic
accounts of all time (second, of course, to Our Lord’s).
The original is still intact and kept in the private archives
in the Vatican. It displays the strength, courage and
Grace that this young woman was so blessed to possess.
Her trial was a mockery and meant only to trick her into
confessing. They had long ago decided her fate. Still,
she held onto the hope of being released and although
obedient in answering the questions put to her, it is clear
by her responses that she held her captors in little regard.
Here are some moving excerpts:
Do you know that you are in God’s Grace?
“If I am not, God put me there, and if I am God keep
me there! I think I should be the saddest creature in
all the world if I knew I were not in God’s Grace.”
Did you hear your voices in this room on Saturday?
“That has nothing to do with your trial! And yes, I did
hear them. They told me to answer you bravely!”
What revelations did you give your King?
“You shall not get that from me yet...nor this year!”
When you confess, do you believe that you are in
mortal sin?
“I do not know if I have been in mortal sin. I do not
believe that I have done the works thereof. Please
God I have not been! Please God I shall not do, and
have not done, things by which my soul will be burdened!”
(Continued on next page)
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Has not St. Michael failed you in worldly things in allowing you to be taken prisoner?
“I believe since it pleases Our Lord, that it is best that
I am a prisoner”.
Answer whether you will refer yourself to the determination of the Church?
“I refer myself to our Lord who sent me, to Our Lady,
and to all the blessed saints in Paradise. It seems to
me that Our Lord and the Church are one and the
same, and that no one should make difficulties about
that”.
Jheanne was grilled and imprisoned for an entire year. At
one point she was taken out to the place of executions
and shown the skulls. They described in detail the grueling pains of being burned. In fear and in a panic, she
signed a document they prepared declaring that she lied
all along about her mission from God and the voices.
Later that day, the saints came to her and reproached her
for it. She then told the judges to tear up the paper saying, “What I said, I said for fear of the fire. My voices
have told me since that I did a very wicked thing in confessing. They told me that by making that abjuration and
revocation to save my life, that I was damning myself. If I
should say that God had not sent me, I should damn myself. It is true that God has sent me”.
MARTYRDOM
On May 30, 1431,at the age of 19 in the city of Rouen,
Jheanne d’Arc was burned at the stake. As she was led
to the platform she exclaimed, “Rouen, Rouen, shalt thou
be my dwelling? I beg each priest here to say a Mass for
me”. She was tied to the post on the funeral pyre and the
fire was lit. A Dominican priest was near and she begged
him to run and get a crucifix from the Church and hold it
up in front of her so she could look at Jesus as she died.
The flames started to envelope Jheanne and she was
heard to cry out several times, Jesus! Jesus! An English
soldier came by to throw more wood on the fire. As he
approached, Jheanne uttered a loud cry, “Jesus!”, and
died. At the name of Jesus, he fainted. The executioner
was ordered to throw her ashes into the Seine River.
When he gathered her ashes he found her heart was still
intact. So he poured some oil on it and set it on fire.
When he came back he found it still intact and bleeding.
He started screaming with terror and ran to the convent of
the Dominican friars shouting, “God will never forgive me!
I have burned a saint!!”
GLORY
Jheanne’s trial was later revoked and her good name was
restored in the Church. The Hundred Years War ended
and France was completely free. Jheanne was beatified
on April 18, 1909 and finally canonized on May 9, 1920 by
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Pope Benedict XV. Her feast day is May 30, the day she
was burned. Jheanne did so much more than liberate
France (as if that weren’t more than enough!). She
helped to preserve the Catholic Faith in France and the
surrounding countries since in a little more than a hundred years later, Henry VIII would persecute the Church.
Had France fallen to the English, it too would have succumbed to the Protestants; and England, with France in
hand, would have striven to conquer surrounding countries, thereby furthering Protestantism. She is also a wonderful example to today’s young women of piety, faith and
chastity. Jheanne is also an example of what just one person can do, with God’s Grace. Let’s ask her prayers and
powerful intercession for the virtues of Fortitude and Fear
of the Lord and for the conversion and restoration of our
own country.
Denise Harvey, OPL,
Vice President

Obedience is True Freedom
God created us and we are ourselves if we conform to
his will; only in this way do we enter into the truth of our
being and are not alienated.
On the contrary, alienation occurs precisely by disregarding God’s will, for in this way we stray from the plan
for our existence; we are no longer ourselves and we
fall into the void.
Indeed, obedience, namely, conformity to God, the truth of
our being, is true freedom, because it is divinization.
Pope Benedict XVI to priests, Feb18 2010
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From the Chapters

De Profundis
On March 18, the St. Martin de Porres Chapter chapter
(Tucson) lost another long time member of the Order
and our former Assistant Moderator, Dennis HigginsHaid, OPL. He had battled cancer for some time, but
faced his death with great courage, and provided all of
us an example of how to live life with dignity until its
natural end. His dynamic presence and genuine love for
our Order is greatly missed by us.

St. Dominic, Eagle Rock
St. Dominic's Chapter has been busy studying. On January 31, we attended a Day of Recollection given by Fr.
Brian Mullady, OP and hosted by Queen of Angels
Chapter, and on March 13, we held our own Day of Reflection with Fr. Jerome Cudden, OP. Fr. Mullady's
theme was "Contemplation, Our Dominican Experience",
and Fr. Cudden's two talks and his homily were on "Our
Sacrificial Relationship with God". The Queen of Angel's
Day of Recollection was at the beautiful and peaceful
Carmelite Convent in Alhambra, founded by a Sister expelled from Mexico during the persecution of the 1920's
and now a Servant of God in the Beatification process. Fr.
Cudden's talks were given at St. Dominic's Church Community Center, our usual meeting place. Also, at our
monthly meetings, Formation Directress Fran Barrios
has been leading a study of Matthew's Gospel.
In April, we had our regular meeting on the third Sunday,
and on the following Saturday we held our Reception and
Profession ceremony during the 8:00 AM morning Mass
at St. Dominic's. Rebecca Domantay, Will Duquette,
Sandy Gibson, Bernadette Nacilla and James Thomas
were received into the Order. Teresita Carter, Rosita
Dizon and Roger Vignocchi made two-year Temporary
Professions and Timothy Rodrick made a three-year
Temporary Profession. A reception celebration followed.

His Memoral Mass and celebration of his life was held on
March 27, with Fr. Robert Burns, OP, and Fr. Bart Hutcherson, OP concelebrating, Fr. James Moore, OP, leading
us in music, and most of our chapter memebership celebrating with our friars and Dominican Sisters in residence by chanting the Salve Regina in his honor. We
ask all Lay Dominicans in our province to pray for him
and his family.
Erik Pytlak, OPL

The Holy Trinity Chapter (Phoenix) lost Margarete Hester, OPL, prayer member, who passed away on March 6.
Also passing was Marcellina Markunas, OPL, prayer
member, date of death not known at this time. Holy Trinity Chapter will have masses said for the repose of their
souls.
Brian White, OPL

Please pray for my father Leo who died April 15 at the
age of 97 at St Mary's Hospital in SF.
Gloria Escalona OPL
Requiescat in pace
our chapter as well. Gradually through the intervening
months, we have worked to put it all into perspective, with
more or less success. On April 14-15, the community
celebrated the 40 years of the friars' ministry that we so
treasure.

Robert Vignocchi OPL
St. Mary Magdalene, Tempe
The Newman Center at Arizona State University (at which
our chapter meets) has been under the leadership of the
Dominican friars for 40 years. In 2009, the bishop of
Phoenix, Bp Thomas Olmsted, notified the provincial that
he would be replacing the friars with diocesan priests as
of July of 2010. That has been a huge shock and source
of both anger and sorrow to the Newman community and
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The event began on Wednesday night with Vespers and a
reflection by Fr Tom DeMan who, as director/pastor, was
primarily responsible for saving the historic Old Church on
the Newman grounds. The Newman Center lounge was
decorated with pictures of the past Newman directors
along with "10 Fun Facts About" each. The Religious
Education folks provided posters of Dominicana, too -saints, symbols, etc., and several posters were peppered
with photos that kept close in our minds all the friars who
have ministered here so creatively over the years.
(Continued on next page)
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On Thursday evening, Mass was celebrated outside according to an old tradition that we don't practice much
anymore: Mass on the Grass. Many of the musicians who
grew their liturgical skills at the Center when they were
students at ASU provided the music. The Pilgrim Friars
enjoyed a reunion, and much of the music during Mass
was theirs. The setting and the music immediately enlivened our memories.
At Mass, our provincial Fr Emmerich Vogt presided, Fr
Nathan Castle preached, with the other attending friars
concelebrating. It was an impressive sight for everyone.
The friars attending were Frs Emmerich Vogt (provincial),
James Thompson (current director), Nathan Castle
(director from ‘94 to ‘06), Albert Felice-Pace (director
from ‘80 to ‘84), Denis Reilly (director from ‘85 to ‘91),
Tom DeMan (director from ‘73 to ‘80), David Geib
(assistant director from ‘73 to 80, with director Albert
Buckley who was unable to attend). Other former directors who were not able to attend were Frs Don Bramble
(’92-‘94) and Fred Lucci (’06-’09), but they, too, received
the “10 Fun Facts” treatment and were included in our
blessing of the friars that concluded the Mass. Assistant
directors who attended included Frs Roberto Corral
(also a Pilgrim Friar), Fr Jerome Cudden, an ASU and
Newman alum, Michael Fones, Ken Gumbert, Cassian
Lewinski, and Daniel Rolland. Fr James Moore from
our sister Newman Center in Tucson joined us as well. It
was a wonderful reunion for us Newmanites, past and
present.
Potluck dinner followed Mass, and after that, our alumni
musicians brought their music back to us: The Pilgrim
Friars, Tim and Julie Smith, and others. Each of the directors told stories about what they experienced when they
came to Tempe -- some very funny stories, but overall, a
coherent history of the Center and each man's contribution to it. One that really helped us all, I think, was David
Geib's story. He was the first friar to arrive when the Newman Center was transferred from diocesan leadership to
Dominican in 1969 -- a process that we're now reversing!
Fr Albert Buckley was the director, but Fr David arrived
first and rec'd the keys to the place with good luck wishes
from the outgoing diocesan priest director. The message
from the community to the friars was a loud and clear "We
don't want you here," the same message that the diocese
is now getting from us! David advised us not to make the
new priests unwelcome, as he and Albert had been. Because it's not they who are displacing our beloved Dominican friars, we shouldn't make it hard for them. I
thought that was a message much needed by us all, as
we struggle with our understandable resistance.
The director-to-be is Fr. Rob Clements, now the rector of
the cathedral, assisted by Fr. John Muir. A letter from “Fr.
Rob” to the Newman community was published in the
April 11-12th bulletin (available on the website "http://

www.newman-asu.org/"). Fr. Rob has visited the Center
several times and will also be preaching at all the Masses
on April 25. This is good -- a gradual introduction is much
better than what the Dominicans got 40 years ago.
With the departure of the friars, the Dominican presence
in the Phoenix Diocese will be maintained by the three
chapters of Lay Dominicans (Mesa, Phoenix, and Tempe)
and some Dominican sisters working around the diocese.
As fr James Moore pointed out, though, we have only to
travel the 100 miles or so southeast to Tucson to find
some friars. That helps -- a little.
Karen Woods, OPL
St. Albert, Oakland
The St. Albert Chapter will be concluding its year long
presentations of members' apostolates. They have all
revealed many different ways of serving the Lord, preaching the Good News in an amazing variety of ways. The
presentations have each of us learn about who the person is whom we greet each month, sometimes chat with
but don't really know. It's been good for all of us.
In April, Jeam Ramacciotti told of her work as a
"preacher". She seemed to regret that as a woman she
can't be a preacher from the pulpit but noted that she directs the RCIA program for her parish, has led a local cable t.v. program, "Spirit Talk with Jean", is part of the
speakers' bureau for Interfaith and thus speaks where
asked on matters of faith. She also goes all over the Bary
Area speaking on behalf of the Centering Prayer Movement. She is one of the blessed ones who finds no fear in
speaking but says she seems to gain strength as gives
one or another speech.
Lynne Angeles, a member of our formation class, told of
her career change from work in computer skills to training
now to be a massage therapist. She noted that hands
have always been an important part of the church's liturgy
and the Jesus laid hands on the infirm and cured them.
She finds that the prayerful use of her hands as she gives
her therapy does benefit those who receive it. She treasures their comments about how much she helps them. It's
a special way of expressing her love for people; her love
for God and people is expressed in her being a member
of an adoration group and being a Eucharistic minister.
One of the guests at the meeting, David Stocker, told
about his three years living at the Dominican Ashram at
the Adrian Sister community in Michigan. It was interesting to hear how much he loved the sustained quiet and
contemplative prayer and the ardent focus on interfaith
ecumenical efforts as a deep root for building peace in the
world.
(Continued on next page)
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During the business part of the meeting, we were asked
to think about suggestions for the ongoing chapter formation program for next year. There will a discussion of
members' ideas and then a decision made by the chapter
council from them.
Gloria Escalona, our moderator, asked us to recall that
greetings exchanged by passersby used to include a religious phrase, such as "God be with you" but now are no
longer heard. She suggested we try to include some religious thought as we greet people. She asked us, too, to
pray for her seriously ill 97 year old father. Sadly, he died
in the week after the meeting and once more in May, our
chapter will start with the Office for the Dead as we have
done at all but one meeting since the fall.
We prayed for the repose of the soul of Sandy Morris
who was once active in her own chapter and in the LPC.
Sandy died of cancer at age 59. As usual, we closed the
meeting with the prayer for Dominican vocations and
singing of the "Salve".
Edit as you choose hope all is well with you. It'll soon be
time for the annual meeting - where did the year go???
Ellen Logue OPL
Holy Rosary, Portland
On April 25 at the 9:00 a.m. Mass at Holy Rosary Church
Jacquelyn Linville was received taking the name Rose
of Lima and Douglas Rife made temporary profession for
one year taking the name Martin de Porres. A reception in
Siena Hall followed the Mass.
We are joining the Carmelites for our retreat April 30-May
1 at Our Lady of Peace Retreat in Beaverton, OR.
Sick report: Dorothy Krikstanas, Sandy Miller, Cecelia
Hoesly, Cecelia's sister-in-law, Sue Hoesly.

Bl. Margaret of Castello, Boise
The Bl. Margaret of Castello chapter had a record number
of guests and potential inquirers at its April meeting at
Chapter House in Homedale, where members of the
chapter gave talks on Community as a pillar of Dominican
life. Afterward, some much-needed cleanup work was
done around the property; thanks to Mark Gross’s trusty
lawn tractor and spray tank, the house and cemetery
grounds will be weed-free for the foreseeable future.
Speaking of cleanup, at the request of the pastor, members of the chapter emptied out the sacristy of St.
Hubert’s church in Homedale, which needs extensive repairs, and helped clean up the parish grounds. Pending
repairs to St. Hubert’s, Homedale’s First Friday Masses
are being held at Chapter House. One of the local religious education instructors has asked to bring her First
Communion class to First Friday Mass in May in order to
crown St. Hubert’s beautiful statue of Our Lady of Fatima
that currently graces Chapter House. Meanwhile, the
chapter’s overseas apostolate, DOERS (Dominican Overseas Education and Relief Society) has provided a batch
of prenatal vitamins to Genesis International Missions.
Anita Moore OPL

Roberta Powell OPL
Holy Trinity, Phoenix
Holy Trinity Chapter has been studying the Gospel of
Matthew for their ongoing formation. The study is presented on CD by Jeff Cavins and we are doing the study
a chapter at a time at each of our meetings. We have
really been enjoying this study and are looking forward to
continuing it.
Brian White, OPL
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So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of
Wisdom in souls.
The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,
Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,
Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,
Let those who have drifted
Hear your call,
And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

A new commandment I give you, that you love one another; not as men love one another for their own selfish
ends, nor merely on account of their common humanity,
but because they are all gods and sons of the Most High.
They love one another as God loves them so that they
may be brothers of His only Son. He will lead them to the
goal that alone will satisfy them, where all their desires
will be fulfilled. For when God is all in all, there will be
nothing left to desire.
This love is the gift of the Lord who said: As I have loved
you, you must also love one another. His object in loving
us, then, was to enable us to love each other. By loving
us himself, our mighty head has linked us all together as
members of His own body, bound to one another by the
tender bonds of love.
Tractates on the Gospel of John, #65, St. Augustine

Pope John Paul II

Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.opl@gmail.com
2711 Lancaster Dr.
Boise, ID 83702


Please notify by email if you would like to
be added to the regular emailing list.

There is no subscription fee.
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter). Deadline for
contributions is one week before the end of the month
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).
Editor – Mark Gross

Let us, then, not light the lamp by
contemplation and action, only to put
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean,
which is the enlightening word of
knowledge - lest we be condemned
for restricting by the letter the incomprehensible power of wisdom. Rather
let us place it upon the lampstand of
holy Church, on the heights of true
contemplation, where it may kindle
for all men the light of divine teaching.
-St. Maximus the Confessor
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Submissions to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in particular presentations made at chapter meetings. We cannot guarantee that all will be published,
and we reserve the right to edit submissions. The purpose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for proclaiming the Good
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St.
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.
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