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Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus

Now when St Paul writes to the Christians of 
Rome:  "Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the 
Spirit, serve the Lord (12: 11), we are reminded 
of Bartolo Longo and the many charitable initia-
tives he implemented for his neediest brethren. 
Impelled by love, he was able to plan a new city 
which then sprung up around the Marian Shrine, 
as if to be the radiation of the light of her faith 
and hope. It became a citadel of Mary and of 
charity, but not one that was isolated from the 
world not, as people say "a cathedral in the de-
sert" but rather integrated into the territory of this 
valley to redeem and advance it. The Church's 
history, thanks be to God, is rich in experiences 
of this kind and also today a great number can be 
counted in every part of the world. These are ex-
periences of fraternity, that show the face of a 
different society, placed as leaven within the civil 
context. The power of love, in fact, is irresistible:  
it is love that truly drives the world onwards! 

Who could have thought that a Marian Shrine of 
world-wide importance would have come into 
being here, beside the ruins of ancient Pompeii; 
as well as so many social practices aimed to ex-
press the Gospel in concrete service to those 
most in difficulty? Wherever God arrives, the de-
sert blooms! Bl. Bartolo Longo, with his personal 
conversion, also bore witness to this spiritual 
power that transforms the human being from 
within and makes him capable of doing great 
things in accordance with God's plan. Remem-
bering the early times after his arrival in Pompeii, 
Bartolo Longo thanked the Lord with these 
words:  "The first fruit of your grace inspired 
within me an irrepressible, insatiable desire for 
you, truth, light, food, the peace of man, your 

God Transforms the World -The 
Rosary is a Spiritual Weapon

Benedict XVI 
“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena

Continued on page 2)

The history of the Rosary shows how this prayer was used in par-
ticular by the Dominicans at a difficult time for the Church due to 
the spread of heresy. Today we are facing new challenges. Why 
should we not once more have recourse to the Rosary, with the 
same faith as those who have gone before us? The Rosary re-
tains all its power and continues to be a valuable pastoral re-
source for every good evangelizer.

Rosarium Virginis Mariae, John Paul II
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Greetings and Blessings to you, brothers and sisters in 
St. Dominic!

The truth being told, Jesus said:  “Everyone who acknowl-
edges me before others, I will acknowledge before my 
heavenly Father.  But whoever denies me before others, I 
will deny before my heavenly Father” (Matthew 10:32-33). 
Was Jesus only speaking about recognizing Him as the 
one true Savior, or was there something more?

In the sixteenth century, Christian soldiers facing the Otto-
man galleys knew that weakness in battle would result in 
either apostasy or death.  So at dawn on October 7, 1571, 
Pope Pius V, accompanied by a group of the faithful, en-
tered the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome to 
pray the Rosary and ask Our Lady to intercede for a 

(Continued on page 3)

Praised Be Jesus!From the President

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic,

I have just a couple items to review with you this month, 
but before I do that, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank my good friend and brother in the Dominican Order, 
Mark Gross.  Last year around this time Mark undertook 
the responsibility of producing a Western Province Do-
minican Laity newsletter.  At the time, and not unlike to-
day, Mark had a lot on his plate and was concerned that 
his lack of experience editing a newsletter would be a det-
riment.  Nevertheless, Mark willingly took it on and has 
endeavored to make Truth Be Told better with each suc-
cessive issue.  I think he’s succeeded with that goal and I 
also think that by directing the newsletter’s monthly con-
tent and laying out themes for each issue Mark has pro-
vided the Province with a very worthwhile and timely tool.  

creature" (Bartolo Longo, Storia del Santuario di Pompei, 
1990, p. 58). The episode of Bartolo Longo's spiritual cri-
sis and conversion appears very relevant today. In fact, in 
the period of his university studies in Naples, influenced 
by immanentist and positivist philosophers, he had drifted 
from the Christian faith. He had become a militant anti-
clerical, and even indulged in spiritualistic and supersti-
tious practices. His conversion, with the discovery of 
God's true Face, contains a very eloquent message for us 
since, unfortunately, such tendencies are not lacking in 
our day. In this Pauline Year, I am pleased to emphasize 
that like St Paul, Bartolo Longo was transformed from 
persecutor to apostle:  an apostle of Christian faith, of 
Marian devotion and, in particular, of the Rosary, in which 
he found a synthesis of the whole Gospel. 

This city, which Longo re-founded, is thus a historical 
demonstration of how God transforms the world:  filling 
the human heart with love and making it a "vehicle" of 
religious and social renewal. Pompeii is an example of 
how faith can work in the human city, inspiring apostles of 
charity who place themselves at the service of the lowly 
and the poor and act to ensure that the dignity of the least 
is respected and that they find acceptance and advance-
ment. Here in Pompeii one realizes that love for God and 
love for neighbor are inseparable. Here the genuine 
Christian people, the people who face life with sacrifices, 
find the strength to persevere in good without stooping to 
compromises. Here, at Mary's feet, families rediscover or 
reinforce the joy of love that keeps them together. Appro-
priately, therefore, in preparation for my Visit today, a 
special "pilgrimage of families for the family" took place 
exactly a month ago to entrust this fundamental nucleus 
of society to Our Lady. May the Blessed Virgin watch over 

God Transforms the World
(Continued from page 1)

every family and over the 
entire Italian people!

May this Shrine and this city 
continue above all to be ever 
linked in a unique Marian 
gift:  the prayer of the Ro-
sary. When we see, in the 
famous painting of Our Lady 
of Pompeii, the Virgin Mother 
and the Child Jesus giving 
the Rosary beads to St Cath-
erine of Siena and St Domi-
nic respectively, we immedi-
ately understand that this prayer leads us through Mary to 
Jesus, as Pope John Paul II taught us in his Letter Rosa-
rium virginis Mariae, in which he explicitly mentions Bl. 
Bartolo Longo and the charism of Pompeii. The Rosary is 
a spiritual "weapon" in the battle against evil, against all 
violence, for peace in hearts, in families, in society and in 
the world. 

Dear brothers and sisters, in this Eucharist, the inex-
haustible source of life and hope, of personal and social 
renewal, let us thank God because in Bartolo Longo he 
has given us a luminous witness of this Gospel truth. And 
let us once again turn our hearts to Mary with the words 
of the Supplication that in a little while we shall be reciting 
together: "As our Mother, thou art our Advocate and our 
Hope. To thee, amidst sighs, do we lift up our hands, cry-
ing for mercy!" Amen. 

Homily of His Holiness Benedict XVI , Pontifical Shrine of 
Pompeii,  10 Oct 2008
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Catholic victory.  Their prayers were answered, and the 
battle of Lepanto is still being hailed today as one of the 
most successful naval battles, and; an example of how 
history can be changed through the power of prayer and 
the commitment of Christian soldiers.  This battle was so 
important to preserving our Christian faith, that in thanks-
giving to Our Lady, Pope Pius V instituted October 7 as 
the feast of Our Lady of Victory.  Years later Pope Greg-
ory XIII, had the feast name changed to Our Lady of the 
Rosary, which remains to this day.  (It is interesting to 
note too that in Fatima Our Lady referred to herself as 
Our Lady of the Rosary.  It brings to mind the scripture 
passage where Jesus proclaims to St. Peter, “Whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 
16:19).  It seems that Mary accepted the Pope’s title for 
her, which is yet another good reason to listen to the 
Pope). We Dominicans hold this feast day in such a high 
regard that we fast on the eve before.  But do we pray the 
Rosary for a Catholic victory?

Certainly, in politics today we see another rise in the Mus-
lim clash, but we have a more important battle.  Today’s 
war is seen in our culture and the battle is against immor-
ality.  This conflict is so much more devastating because 
it threatens not only the life of the body, but also the life of 
the soul.  Our country has become so wrought with spiri-
tual ills that it is at the point of being completely unrecog-
nizable.  Look at the difference in the arts today as com-
pared with the 1940’s and 50’s.  Art reflects the sensibili-
ties of society.  The most popular television show in the 
1950’s was I Love Lucy.  The most popular television 
show now is Mad Men.  I love Lucy was a sitcom about 
the humorous antics of ordinary family life.  Mad Men is a 
series about life in the advertising world that highlights 
adultery, greed, cheating, fornication and homosexual 
acts.  Ironically, Mad Men is set in the late 50’s and early 
60’s.  But if that show were actually aired during that time, 
the public would never have accepted it.  What are we 
accepting?  More importantly, what are we denying?

Each time we watch an immoral movie or television show, 
we deny Jesus by accepting that show through our 
senses into our conscience.  Each time we vote for politi-
cians who promote abortion, euthanasia, or any crime 
against life, we deny Jesus by accepting that politician 
through our vote for them.  Each time we fail to charitably 
tell our “neighbor” about the dangers of Reiki, astrology 
and other New Age practices, we deny Jesus by accept-
ing those practices through our false charity. These occa-
sions may in fact be sins of omission.

Jesus said, “Much will be required of the person entrusted 
with much, and still more will be demanded of the person 
entrusted with more” (Luke 12:48).  We Dominicans have 
been entrusted with everything.  We have the gift of our 
Christian faith, the fullness of that gift of faith in the Catho-

I’m grateful, Mark, for your willingness to live the Domini-
can charism in this particular way. 

Recently, I dispatched an email to the members of the 
Lay Provincial Council requesting updates on each chap-
ter’s Moderator/Prior/Prioress, their Religious Assistant, 
and their LPC representative.  This information is to be 
included in the Official Directory of the Dominicans of the 
western province (the Catolugus).  I’ve received a number 
of updates, and, while I don’t know when the last date for 
submission actually is, I would request that each chapter 
let me know of any changes since last year so that, if 
there is indeed time, I can make those changes and have 
them included prior to publication.  I’m grateful in ad-
vance.

I receive a number of requests – particularly from our 
chapters-in-formation, but not exclusively – about what 
we are supposed to undertake as Dominicans in this life 
of ours.  As always, after providing a brief synopsis in my 
own words, I refer the person asking the question to Arti-
cle one, Sections A, B, C and D of our new Particular Di-
rectory.  There, in about two pages of not-so-dense print, 
is a summation of the life we are called to live that’s writ-
ten clearly, concisely, and under the headings of each of 
our Pillars: Prayer, Study, Preaching and Community, 
which is easily condense into a one page list for posting 
on a refrigerator door - with an eye to memorizing what is 
on it.  In fact, I know several Dominicans around the prov-
ince who have done just that.  Considering the promises 
we make to live this Dominican life, it seems like a very 
prudent thing to do, so one is provided for you on page 
23.

One thing I find particularly interesting about the “list”: 
upwards of forty percent is devoted to the way we recog-
nize those Dominicans who have died, all of them, from 
the earliest days of the Order all the way forward to the 
present day.  Forty percent!  The list includes those things 
we do as individuals, and those things we do as members 
of chapters, and they’re all geared toward assisting our 
sisters and brothers who have passed before us.  It’s a 
beautiful thing, it’s a large part of what we undertake as 
Lay Dominicans, and I mention it because September 5 
has just passed and that’s the day we recognize the de-
ceased benefactors of the Order.  Oh, oh…. you forgot?  
Well, okay, but don’t forget the next two important days 
we observe in special ways as Dominicans: November 2 
(All Souls) and November 8 (all deceased Dominicans).  
Some chapters, including my own, get together for Mass 
and Morning Prayer to commemorate those we are recog-
nizing on those days, but what’s important is that we do 
what we promised we’d do in remembering our dead.

In Jesus and Mary,
Tony Galati

Praise be Jesus
(Continued from page 2)

(Continued on page 4)

From the President
(Continued from page 2)
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Repudiating therefore all those who seek neither philoso-
phy in sacred things nor holiness in philosophy … we 
must hold fast to the Christian religion and to communion 
with that Church which is Catholic, and is called Catholic, 
not only by its own members but also by all its enemies.

-St. Augustine, De vera relig. (quoted in “Eastern Ortho-
doxy and the See of Peter,” James Likoudis, 2006)

lic Church and the specific articulation of that gift through 
our Dominican vocation.  All these gifts have been en-
trusted to us and much is required of us in exchange for 
these gifts. Quite a sobering thought. We are the twenty-
first century Christian soldiers who are called to fight the 
war against immorality and pray with the Pope for victory 
in this battle.

Together, on this feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, let’s 
acknowledge Jesus through our preaching and actions.  
We can do this by imitating St. Dominic who stayed up all 
night conversing with the Albigensian man at the Inn until 
he finally won his conversion. We can write a letter to the 
television networks or production companies that produce 
“entertainment” that we don’t want to accept into our 
homes; or we can become active in a pro-life group, write 
a letter to our senator or the President about laws and 
policies that are not in line with Catholic moral teaching.  
It really doesn’t take much time at all and the impact can 
be very effective.  And, of course, let’s pray the Rosary 
together for the intentions of preserving our Catholic faith.  
In these times it may seem like the tide has turned 
against us, but be not afraid, we have Our Lady of Victory 
on our side.

May God Bless you,
Yours in Jesus and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey
Vice President

We've had enough of exhortations to be silent! Cry out 
with a hundred thousand tongues. I see that the world is 
rotten because of silence.

St. Catherine of Siena

Since Pope Benedict has called for a “Year for Priests,” 
and since St. Dominic founded the friars as principally a 
clerical order, we do well to reflect on the Order of 
Preachers in light of this.  Unlike St. Francis, he was a 
priest and celebrated Mass daily, which was unusual for 
the time.  It was the sacrifice of Calvary that gave life to 
his preaching and no wonder.  While the sacrifice of Cal-
vary is at the very heart of the Church and the individual 
Christian, it is the very work of the priest.  Since the priest 
ministers in persona Christi (in the person of Christ), his 
life has a distinct sacrificial character.  

One doesn’t hear much these days about this, but any 
familiarity with St. Dominic’s life gives ample evidence of 
how sacrificial it was for him. “Oh my Mercy,” he prayed; 
“what will become of sinners?”  He was only in his early 
fifties when he died, having spent his life bearing witness 
to Calvary. The all-encompassing thrust of his life was to 
quench the spiritual thirst of the masses with the news of 
the divine visitation by which God revealed who He is by 
becoming human and shedding His blood for the crea-
tures He loves.  This is and this alone is why the Order of 
Preachers exists.  

Today we hear of other messages that Dominicans feel 
called to preach: the green gospel, care of the earth, 
righting social inequities and so on.  While these have 
their value, such concerns pale in the face of what ani-
mated our holy, father Dominic.  It was his priestly focus 
on sacrificing himself for the spiritual transformation of 
anyone who was willing to join him at the foot of the 
cross, by loving attention to word and sacrament.  

The more one understands our Blessed Lord’s passion, 
the more one understands the priesthood and how it is 
uniquely capable of vivifying the incarnate spirits that we 
all are.  It is the priesthood that brings the passion into our 
lives.  The sign of the body separate from the blood on 
the altar makes Calvary present in ways that no words 
can convey.  All branches of the Order of Preachers hun-
ger for such nourishment no less than does the rest of the 
Church.  Who of us can fully appreciate the divine forgive-
ness we have received more times than we can remem-
ber in the sacrament of Penance?  We heard the priest’s 
voice and may have seen his hands making the cross, but 
it was Jesus Christ who absolved us.  This year may the 
whole Order rejoice that such a divine gift is part of the 
fabric of its existence. 

Fr. Vincent Serpa, O.P.

Praise be Jesus
(Continued from page 3)

From the Promoter
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From the Editor

St John of Cologne and Companions

This issue marks the end of the first year of publication of 
Truth Be Told.  I will admit that I was hesitant to take on 
this task for many reasons, but can now say that the sur-
prising benefits I have received have far outweighed the 
personal effort expended; an effort that has been a labor 
of love.

What kind of love is this? When Jesus twice asked Peter, 
do you love (diligere) me? Peter responded with his I love 
(amo) you twice.  As the Holy Father, in Deus caritas est 
made so clear, the lesser love leads us to the greater 
love; the love that inflames the heart, leads one to love in 
deed our neighbor for God’s sake (propter deus).

Certainly our mission, as Dominican Laity, is to preach 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in season and out, in accord 
with our station in life.  

There is an appointed time for everything, and 
a time for every affair under the heavens. 

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to 
plant, and a time to uproot the plant. 

A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to tear 
down, and a time to build. 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to 
mourn, and a time to dance. 

A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather 
them; a time to embrace, and a time to be far 

from embraces. 
A time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to 

keep, and a time to cast away. 
A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to be 

silent, and a time to speak. 
A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of 

war, and a time of peace. 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)

Death of St. Peter Martyr

Indeed, the word of God is living and effective, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, penetrating even between 
soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and able to discern re-
flections and thoughts of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)

Martyrs of Vietnam
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A Litany of the Martyrs of Vietnam

Lord, have mercy on us.

Christ, have mercy on us.

Lord, have mercy on us.

Christ, have mercy on us.

Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.

God the father of heaven,

have mercy on us.

God the son, redeemer of the world,

have mercy on us.

God the Holy Spirit,

have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, one God,

have mercy on us.

Holy Mary, 

pray for us.

Holy Mother of God,

pray for us.

Queen of martyrs, 

pray for us.

Queen of all saints,

pray for us.

Saint Matthew Alonso Leciniana,  Jan 22, 1745

pray for us.

Saint Francis Gil de Federich,  Jan 22, 1745

Saint Hyacinth Castaneda,  Nov 7, 1773

Saint Vincent Le Quang Liem,  Nov 7, 1773

Saint Emmanuel Nguyen Van Trieu,  Sep 17, 1798

Saint John Dat,  Oct 28, 1798

Saint Peter Le Tuy,  Oct 11, 1833

Saint Francis Isidore Gagelin,  Oct 17, 1833

Saint Paul Tong Viet Buong,  Oct 23, 1833

Saint Andrew Tran Van Trong,  Nov 28, 1835

Saint Joseph Marchand,  Nov 30, 1835

Saint John Charles Cornay,  Sep 20, 1837

Saint Francis Xavier Can,  Nov 20, 1837

Saint Francis Do Van Chieu,  Jun 25, 1838

Saint Dominic Henares,  Jun 25, 1838

Saint Vincent Do Yen,  Jun 30, 1838

Saint Joseph Nguyen Dinh Uyen,  Jul 4, 1838

Saint Peter Nguyen Ba Tuan,  Jul 15, 1838

(Continued on next page

Saint Clement Ignatius Delgado,  Jul 21, 1838

Saint Joseph Fernandez,  Jul 24, 1838

Saint Bernard Vu Van Due,  Aug 1, 1838

Saint Dominic Nguyen Van Hanh,  Aug 1, 1838

Saint Anthony Nguyen Dich,  Aug 12, 1838

Saint Michael Nguyen Huy My,  Aug 12, 1838

Saint James Do Mai Nam,  Aug 12, 1838

Saint Joseph Dang Dinh Vien,  Aug 21, 1838

Saint Joseph Hoang Luong Canh,  Sep 5, 1838

Saint Peter Nguyen Van Tu,  Sep 5, 1838

Saint Francis Jaccard,  Sep 21, 1838

Saint Thomas Tran Van Thien,  Sep 21, 1838

Saint Vincent Nguyen The Diem,  Nov 24, 1838

Saint Peter Dumoulin Borie,  Nov 24, 1838

Saint Peter Vo Dang Khoa,  Nov 24, 1838

Saint Peter Truong Van Duong,  Dec 18, 1838

Saint Paul Nguyen Van My,  Dec 18, 1838

Saint Peter Vu Van Truat,  Dec 18, 1838

Saint Dominic Vu Dinh Tuoc,  Apr 2, 1839

Saint Augustine Phan Viet Huy,  Jun 12, 1839

Saint Nicholas Bui Duc The,  Jun 12, 1839

Saint Dominic Dinh Dat,  Jul 18, 1839

Saint Thomas Dinh Viet Du,  Nov 26, 1839

Saint Dominic Nguyen Van Xuyen,  Nov 26, 1839

Saint Thomas Nguyen Van De,  Dec 19, 1839

Saint Francis Xavier Ha Trong Mau,  Dec 19, 1839

Saint Augustine Nguyen Van Moi,  Dec 19, 1839

Saint Stephen Nguyen Van Vinh,  Dec 19, 1839

Saint Dominic Bui Van Uy,  Dec 19, 1839

Saint Andrew Tran An Dung Lac,  Dec 21, 1839

Saint Peter Truong Van Ti,  Dec 21, 1839

Saint Peter Nguyen Van Hieu,  Apr 28, 1840

Saint Paul Pham Khac Khoan,  Apr 28, 1840

Saint John Baptist Dinh Van Thanh,  Apr 28, 1840

Saint Joseph Do Quang Hien,  May 9, 1840

Saint Luke Vu Ba Loan,  Jun 5, 1840

Saint Thomas Toan,  Jun 27, 1840

Saint Anthony Nguyen Huu Quynh,  Jul 10, 1840

Saint Peter Nguyen Khac Tu,  Jul 10, 1840

Saint Dominic Trach,  Sep 18, 1840

Saint John Baptist Con,  Nov 8, 1840

Saint Paul Nguyen Ngan,  Nov 8, 1840

Saint Joseph Nguyen Dinh Nghi,  Nov 8, 1840
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Saint Martin Ta Duc Thinh,  Nov 8, 1840

Saint Martin Tho,  Nov 8, 1840

Saint Simon Phan Dac Hoa,  Dec 12, 1840

Saint Agnes Le Thi Thanh,  Jul 12, 1841

Saint Peter Khanh,  Jul 12, 1842

Saint Matthew Le Van Gam,  May 11, 1847

Saint Augustine Schoeffler,  May 1, 1851

Saint John Louis Bonnard,  May 1, 1852

Saint Philip Phan Van Minh,  Jul 3, 1853

Saint Joseph Nguyen Van Luu,  May 2, 1854

Saint Andrew Nguyen Kim Thong,  Jul 15, 1855

Saint Lawrence Nguyen Van Huong,  Feb 13, 1856

Saint Paul Le Bao Tinh,  Apr 6, 1857

Saint Michael Ho Dinh Hy,  May 22, 1857

Saint Peter Doan Van Van,  May 25, 1857

Saint Joseph Mary Diaz Sanjurjo,  Jul 20, 1857

Saint Melchior Garcia Sampedro,  Jul 28, 1858

Saint Francis Tran Van Trung,  Oct 6, 1858

Saint Dominic Ha Trong Mau,  Nov 5, 1858

Saint Dominic Pham Trong Kham,  Jan 13, 1859

Saint Luke Pham Trong Thin,  Jan 13, 1859

Saint Joseph Pham Trong Ta,  Jan 13, 1859

Saint Paul Le Van Loc,  Feb 13, 1859

Saint Dominic Dinh Cam,  Mar 11, 1859

Saint Paul Hanh,  May 28, 1859

Saint Emmanuel Le Van Phung,  Jul 31, 1859

Saint Peter Doan Cong Quy,  Jul 31, 1859

Saint Thomas Khuong,  Jan 30, 1860

Saint Joseph Le Dang Thi  Oct 24, 1860

Saint Peter Francis Neron,  Nov 3, 1860

Saint John Theophane Venard,  Feb 2, 1861

Saint Peter Nguyen Van Luu,  Apr 7, 1861

Saint Joseph Tuan, O.P.  Apr 30, 1861

Saint John Doan Trinh Hoan,  May 26, 1861

Saint Matthew Nguyen Van Phuong,  May 28, 1861

Saint Peter Almato Ribera,  Nov 1, 1861

Saint Valentine Berrio Ochoa,  Nov 1, 1861

Saint Jerome Hermosilla,  Nov 1, 1861

Saint Stephen Theodore Cuenot,  Nov 14, 1861

Saint Joseph Nguyen Duy Khang,  Dec 6, 1861

Saint Joseph Tuan,  Jan 7, 1862

Saint Lawrence Ngon,  May 22, 1862

Saint Joseph Tuc,  Jun 1, 1862

Saint Dominic Ninh,  Jun 2, 1862

Saint Paul Duong,  Jun 3, 1862

Saint Dominic Huyen,  Jun 5, 1862

Saint Dominic Toai,  Jun 5, 1862

Saint Peter Dinh Van Dung,  Jun 6, 1862

Saint Vincent Duong,  Jun 6, 1862

Saint Peter Thuan,  Jun 6, 1862

Saint Dominic Mao,  Jun 16, 1862

Saint Dominic Nguyen,  Jun 16, 1862

Saint Dominic Nhi,  Jun 16, 1862

Saint Andrew Tuong,  Jun 16, 1862

Saint Vincent Tuong,  Jun 16, 1862

Saint Peter Da,  Jun 17, 1862 

All holy men and women, 

intercede for us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,

Spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,

Graciously hear us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Let us pray —  O God, whose only begotten Son suf-
fered, died, and rose from the dead, grant we beseech 
You, through the intercession of these Your holy mar-
tyrs, who loved You more dearly than life itself 
(optionally on November 24 and whose feast we cele-
brate this day,) that we too will have the grace to love 
You with our whole hearts, our whole souls, our whole 
minds and all of our strength, that we may serve You 
faithfully every day of our lives, and grant that one day 
we, together with 
these and all of Your 
saints, may sing Your 
praise in heaven.  
We ask You this 
through Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You 
in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, One God, 
forever and ever.  
Amen.

A Litany of the Martyrs of Vietnam

St Dominic Mau

With ecclesial approbation, 2007, Diocese of Boise
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Heresy is a many-headed monster, which, though ever 
beaten, is ever found to rise again with recovered life, if it 
be not vigorously attacked. The Blessed St. Dominic hav-
ing labored for ten years in combating that of the Albigen-
ses, saw with sorrow, in his journeys through France, It-
aly, and Spain, an immense number of heretics, who, not 
content with spreading their errors, and drawing over all 
whom they were able to infect, had arrived at such an 
excess of impiety and avarice, that they dared even to 
despoil the Church itself, and to appropriate its property to 
their own sacrilegious use; to use violence against those 
who were consecrated to God, and to establish their pes-
tilential errors by shedding of Christian blood.  Our 
sainted patriarch, burning with zeal for the glory of his 
God, undertook to establish an order composed of men of 
exemplary piety, who should take up arms when lawfully 
commanded, in order to oppose themselves to the sacri-

The Church everywhere flourishes through the glorious 
deeds of the holy martyrs. With our own eyes we can 
judge the truth of our song, that the death of his saints is 
precious in the sight of the Lord. It is precious in our sight 
and in the sight of the Lord as well, for in his name they 
died.

But the price of these deaths is the death of one man. 
See how many deaths he paid for by dying himself! For if 
he had not died, would the grain of wheat have been Mul-
tiplied? You have heard what he said on his way to his 
passion, which was our redemption: Unless the grain of 
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit.

On the cross he made the great exchange. There the 
purse which held our price was opened, for when the sol-
dier's spear opened his side, the price of the whole world 
flowed forth. Thus he purchased the faithful and the mar-
tyrs. But the faith of the martyrs has been tested; their 
blood is the proof. They paid back the price Christ paid for 
them, thus fulfilling the words of Saint John: Just as Christ 
laid down his life for us, We too must lay down our lives 
for our brothers.

Elsewhere it is said: You are seated at a great table. Ob-
serve carefully all that is set before you, for you also must 
prepare such a banquet. The table is large, for the ban-
quet is none other than the Lord of the table himself. No 
one has his guests feed upon himself, and yet this is pre-
cisely what Christ our Lord does; though host, he himself 
is both food and drink. The martyrs recognized the food 
and drink they were given, in order to make repayment in 
kind.

Precious in the Eyes of the Lord is the Death of His Saints
St. Augustine, Common of One Martyr, Office of Readings

But how can they make repayment, unless he first spends 
his riches on them and gives them the means to repay? 
And what does the psalm we have sung recommend 
when it says: The death of the saints is precious in the 
sight of the Lord.

In this psalm man ponders the great things he has re-
ceived from God, the great gifts of, grace from the Al-
mighty: God created man, sought him when he was lost, 
pardoned him when he was found, supported him when 
he struggled in weakness, did not abandon him when he 
was in danger, crowned him in victory, and gave himself 
as the prize. Reflecting on all this, man cries out, saying: 
What shall I give the Lord for all he has given me? I shall 
take up the cup of salvation.

What is this cup? It is the cup of suffering, bitter yet 
healthful: the cup which, if the physician did not first drink 
it, the sick man would fear to touch. Yes, it is the cup of  
suffering, and of it Christ is speaking when he says: Fa-
ther, if it is possible let this cup pass from me. 

Of this cup the martyrs said: I shall take the cup of salva-
tion and call upon the name of the Lord. But are you not 
afraid you will weaken? No, they reply. And why? Be-
cause I shall call upon the name of the Lord. Do you think 
martyrs could have been victorious, unless he was victori-
ous in the martyrs who said: Rejoice, for I have overcome 
the World? The Lord of the heavens directed their minds 
and tongues; through them he overcame the devil on 
earth and crowned them as martyrs in heaven.  Blessed 
are those who have drunk of this cup! Their torments are 
at an end, and they have taken their place of honor. And 
so, my dear ones, consider: although you cannot see with 
your eyes, do so with your mind and soul, and see that 
the death of the saints is precious in the sight of the Lord. 

Of the Necessity for the Establishment of this Third Order
The Rule of the Third Order of St. Dominic, Called The Order of Penance, 1837, First Part, Chapter 1

leges and the violence of the heretics.  This was the be-
ginning of our Third Order. It embraced persons of every 
condition; but those who were married were not received 
without the written and formal consent of their wives, who 
thereby pledged themselves to permit their husbands to 
take up arms and expose their lives whenever the press-
ing necessities of the Church might call for their assis-
tance. He prescribed to them a rule of life, and fixed a 
certain number of Pater nosters and Ave Marias to be 
daily recited in place of the canonical office. He gave 
them a modest habit of black and white; and even engage 
those who, with their wives, had sufficient virtue to con-
sent, to live in the state of continence. The important ser-
vices of this order to the Church, and the many renowned 
victories which its brethren gained over the heretics, may 
be seen in the histories of that period. It was called at first 
the Militia of Jesus Christ.
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The only way to approach the contemplation of Christ's 
face is by listening in the Spirit to the Father's voice, since 
“no one knows the Son except the Father” (Mt 11:27). In 
the region of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus responded to Pe-
ter's confession of faith by indicating the source of that 
clear intuition of his identity: “Flesh and blood has not re-
vealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven” (Mt 
16:17). What is needed, then, is a revelation from above. 
In order to receive that revelation, attentive listening is 
indispensable: “Only the experience of silence and prayer 
offers the proper setting for the growth and development 
of a true, faithful and consistent knowledge of that mys-
tery”.(27)

The Rosary is one of the traditional paths of Christian 
prayer directed to the contemplation of Christ's face. Pope 

36. [...] The Church has always held that economic action 
is not to be regarded as something opposed to society. In 
and of itself, the market is not, and must not become, the 
place where the strong subdue the weak. Society does 
not have to protect itself from the market, as if the devel-
opment of the latter were ipso facto to entail the death of 
authentically human relations. Admittedly, the market can 
be a negative force, not because it is so by nature, but 
because a certain ideology can make it so. It must be re-
membered that the market does not exist in the pure 

state. It is shaped by the cultural configurations which 
define it and give it direction. Economy and finance, as 
instruments, can be used badly when those at the helm 
are motivated by purely selfish ends. Instruments that are 
good in themselves can thereby be transformed into 
harmful ones. But it is man's darkened reason that pro-
duces these consequences, not the instrument per se. 
Therefore it is not the instrument that must be called to 
account, but individuals, their moral conscience and their 
personal and social responsibility.

The Church's social doctrine holds that authentically hu-
man social relationships of friendship, solidarity and recip-
rocity can also be conducted within economic activity, and 
not only outside it or “after” it. The economic sphere is 
neither ethically neutral, nor inherently inhuman and op-
posed to society. It is part and parcel of human activity 
and precisely because it is human, it must be structured 
and governed in an ethical manner.

The great challenge before us, accentuated by the prob-
lems of development in this global era and made even 
more urgent by the economic and financial crisis, is to 
demonstrate, in thinking and behavior, not only that tradi-
tional principles of social ethics like transparency, honesty 
and responsibility cannot be ignored or attenuated, but 
also that in commercial relationships the principle of gra-
tuitousness and the logic of gift as an expression of frater-
nity can and must find their place within normal economic 
activity. This is a human demand at the present time, but 
it is also demanded by economic logic. It is a demand 
both of charity and of truth. 

Charity in Truth
Caritas in veritate, encyclical of Benedict XVI

Paul VI described it in these words: “As a Gospel prayer, 
centered on the mystery of the redemptive Incarnation, 
the Rosary is a prayer with a clearly Christological orien-
tation. Its most characteristic element, in fact, the litany-
like succession of Hail Marys, becomes in itself an un-
ceasing praise of Christ, who is the ultimate object both of 
the Angel's announcement and of the greeting of the 
Mother of John the Baptist: 'Blessed is the fruit of your 
womb' (Lk 1:42). We would go further and say that the 
succession of Hail Marys constitutes the warp on which is 
woven the contemplation of the mysteries. The Jesus that 
each Hail Mary recalls is the same Jesus whom the suc-
cession of mysteries proposes to us now as the Son of 
God, now as the Son of the Virgin”.

Rosarium Virginis Mariae, John Paul II

The Rosary, a Compendium of the Gospel
John Paul II

To defend the truth, to articulate it with humility and con-
viction, and to bear witness to it in life are therefore ex-
acting and indispensable forms of charity. Charity, in 
fact, 'rejoices in the truth' (1 Cor 13:6).

Caritas in veritate, Pope Benedict XVI
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Now for some more extensive comments about Healthy 
Families: Safe Children. Several months ago the Board of 
Ardor, Inc. made the decision to publish and distribute the 
program on our own. This was, in itself, a huge leap. 
Then we decided that we needed to take the accompany-
ing workbook and produce from it two separate works, a 
presenter’s workbook and a participant’s workbook. This 
has now been accomplished. The presenter’s workbook is 
essentially the same as the original workbook with the 
addition of a significant number of presenter notes, which 
give suggestions for introducing the various segments of 
the program. The participant’s workbook has been 
streamlined just a bit in order to make it more cost effec-
tive and thus more suitable for group use.

I mention this because, while there has been a great deal 
of interest in the program, that interest has not translated 
into a purchase commitment on the part of those who 
have shown interest. While I am very appreciative of the 
interest and the support which that interest provides for 
me and for those who have worked so hard on the pro-
gram, the reality is that interest alone, while encouraging, 
is not ultimately effective. A very rough tally of the viewers 
on the program clips provided through Securechild.org
indicates that the site and the video clips have been ac-
cessed more than 1,100 times. If every one of these had 
translated into an order for the program, and I know that 
such a hope is completely unrealistic, I would now be in 
discussion with the Board about the details of our next 
foray into program production.

Since I am never averse to reusing my own material I 
went to the workbook and found the foreword that I wrote 
for the program. I think it provides a very good overview 
of the program and I reproduce a significant portion of 
that here: Healthy Families: Safe Children addresses the 
moral crisis of culture, parenting styles, and child develop-
ment, especially the development of moral values rooted 
in the dignity of human relationships. The program inte-
grates the timeless truths of the human person from the 
perspectives of philosophy and theology with the most 
recent findings in neurophysiology, social biology, and 
psychiatry in order to provide parents with effective meth-
ods for communicating with their children, for preventing 
problem behaviors, and for guiding their children along 
healthy developmental pathways. Every parent can glean 
insightful information to reinforce, improve, and heal fam-
ily relationships. While this program is primarily for par-
ents, it will benefit any adult who is in a position of trust, 
authority, and responsibility for children. It provides adults 
of any age with a valuable experience for self-reflection 
and provides a deep understanding of the roots of moral-
ity and healthy relationships.

I believe that Healthy Families: Safe Children is an impor-
tant contribution to the “wider context” of moral renewal 
recommended by Pope Benedict XVI on the occasion of 

his pastoral visit to the United States. In his address to 
the Catholic Bishops on April 16, 2008, Pope Benedict 
spoke about the issue of the clergy sexual-abuse scandal 
and the bishops’ response to it. He said: “If the policies 
and programs to protect children from sexual abuse you 
have adopted are to achieve their full purpose, they need 
to be placed in a wider context. Children have a right to 
be educated in authentic moral values rooted in the dig-
nity of the human person. We need to reassess urgently 
the values underpinning society so that a sound moral 
formation can be offered to young people and adults 
alike. Every member of society can contribute to this 
moral renewal and benefit from it. Truly caring about 
young people and the future of our civilization means rec-
ognizing our responsibility to promote and live by the au-
thentic moral values which alone enable the human per-
son to flourish.”

Healthy Families: Safe Children strives to do what Pope 
Benedict proposes. It is a program to assist parents in 
promoting the sound moral formation of children while 
protecting their innocence and guarding them from abuse. 
It is my prayerful hope that Healthy Families: Safe Chil-
dren will contribute to the moral renewal of our society 
and the building of the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth 
— one child at a time.

Several hundred copies of the program have been distrib-
uted primarily to those who generously made advance 
contributions to enable us to move forward with the pro-
duction of this series. I am very grateful to all who have 
assisted us financially to produce the program which is 
now available for all. I invite all recipients of this message 
to distribute it as a kind of advertising blitz with the hope 
that the Securechild.org Web site will be flooded with visi-
tors and orders.

I suspect that this article could lead to an accusation of 
self promotion, but my belief that this program provides a 
necessary and valuable contribution to the whole area of 
the protection of children compels me to accept the risk of 
such an accusation.

New Program to Help Parents Impart Morals, Human Dignity
By Bishop Robert F. Vasa
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“It is Sinful”
Text of Bishop Jaime Soto’s address to National Association of Catholic Diocesan Lesbian and Gay Ministries

Diocese of Sacramento

When we meditate on the person of Jesus, we often call 
to mind the many ways that Jesus cared for people. In all 
the many instances in the gospel when people come to 
the Lord Jesus with their needs, he fed them, he healed 
them, he forgave them, and he saved them. This can of-
tentimes lead us to the conclusion that Jesus always said 
“yes.” He always gave people what they wanted. He was 
an agreeable person. 

That is not always the case in the gospel. A couple of 
weeks ago, we heard in Sunday’s gospel the story of a 
difficult encounter between Jesus and Simon Peter. In the 
sixteenth chapter of Matthew chosen for the Twenty-
second Sunday of the Year, Jesus begins to lay out for 
his disciples the pending passion and death that awaits 
him in Jerusalem. Simon Peter is a little put off by the 
subject of Jesus’ conversation concerning the suffering 
that awaits him. He tries to persuade the Lord that this is 
not a good idea for him or for his followers. What Jesus 
described was not the cruise for which Simon Peter had 
signed up. When Simon Peter first responded to the 
Lord’s invitation to come follow him, this was not on the 
itinerary. 

Jesus says “no” to his friend, Simon Peter, in no uncertain 
terms, “You are thinking not as God does, but as human 
beings do.” The words of Jesus to Peter must have 
shocked Peter. This is not the agreeable guy he had 
come to know and follow. He probably felt like prophet 
Jeremiah who in the first reading that same Sunday said 
quite bluntly, “You duped me, O LORD, and I let myself 
be duped.” 

Jesus says “no” to Peter’s request so that he can say 
“yes” to Peter and to us with his sacrifice on the cross. 
Jesus does not give in to the expectations of Peter or the 
expectations of others. He has firmly planted in his heart 
the expectations and desires of his Father in heaven. He 
says “no” to Peter and challenges Peter to take up a 
greater “yes,” to take up his cross and follow him. 

Paul had the same thing in mind when in the Letter to the 
Romans he says, “Do not conform yourselves to this 
age.” Paul reminds us that we are not to conform our-
selves to the fads and fancies of our society. We are to 
conform ourselves to Christ. 

We can easily give in to the temptation to go along in or-
der to get along. We can easily be duped by the popular 
ideas and trends that surround us. “Everybody does it” 
can become reason enough to think it or do it ourselves. 
Like Peter we can think that what Jesus teaches us is too 
unrealistic, too unreasonable. Like Peter we can convince 
ourselves that we know better than the Lord. We may 

even try to negotiate with Jesus, like Peter does, for eas-
ier terms. 

We see this especially in the area of sexuality. So much 
of what we see and hear every day can lead us to a dis-
torted sense of our sexuality. Sexuality has been reduced 
to a matter of personal preference and personal pleasure 
without responsibility and with little respect for others. We 
can lose sight of the profound dignity of the human per-
son who shares in God’s love and creative work through 
the chaste expression of one’s sexuality proper to one’s 
calling in life. 

We are surrounded by a “contraceptive culture” that has 
reduced the procreative act to simple recreation absolved 
of any responsibility. 

The deceptive language of “pro-choice” ignores the con-
sequences of the choice for abortion that does violence to 
the most innocent and leaves traumatic scars on many 
young women. 

What is a particular concern and alarm for us in California 
as well as others across the country is the bold judicial 
challenge to the longstanding cultural and moral under-
standing of marriage as a sacred covenant between a 
woman and a man. Our own efforts to restore common 
sense through the ballot initiative, Proposition 8, are por-
trayed as bigoted and out-of-touch. The irony is that what 
we propose is most in touch with the nature of families 
and what is good for the welfare of all. 

That we find ourselves at this time, reasserting the basic 
moral and reasonable understanding of marriage, means 
that much has changed in the popular perceptions of 
sexuality and common notions about marriage. While we 
work to pass Proposition 8 this coming November, it is 
important to remember why we do this. Like Jesus, in the 
sixteenth chapter of Matthew that I cited, we are saying a 
strong “no” to the California courts and to many who sup-
port the court’s wrong-headed decision. This “no” is not 
rooted in bigotry or bias. It is firmly rooted in a greater 
“yes” to a truer, more authentic appreciation of love’s call-
ing and love’s design for the human heart. 

The nature of love has been distorted. Many popular no-
tions have deviated from its true destiny. Love for many 
has come to mean having sex. If you cannot have sex 
than you cannot love. This is the message. Even more 
destructive is the prevailing notion that sex is not an ex-
pression of love. Sex is love. This reductio ad absurdam
deprives sexuality of its true meaning and robs the human 
person of the possibility of ever knowing real love. 

(Continued on page 12)
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"If there is lack of respect for the right to life and a natu-
ral death, if human conception, gestation and birth are 
made artificial, if human embryos are sacrificed to re-
search, the conscience of society ends up losing the 
concept of human ecology and, along with it, that of envi-
ronmental ecology. It is contradictory to insist that future 
generations respect the natural environment when our 
educational system and laws do not help them to respect 
themselves" (51).

Caritas in veritate, Benedict XVI
(Continued on page 13)

Sexual intercourse is a beautiful expression of love, but 
this is so when intercourse is understood as a unique ex-
pression intended to share in the creative, faithful love of 
God. As the Holy Father, Pope Benedict, elaborated in his 
first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, “Marriage based on ex-
clusive and definitive love” – between a man and woman
– “becomes the icon of the relationship between God and 
his people and vice versa. God's way of loving becomes 
the measure of human love.” (DCE, n. 11) Sexual inter-
course within the context of the marriage covenant be-
comes a beautiful icon – a sacrament – of God’s creative, 
unifying love. When sexual intercourse is taken out of this 
iconic, sacramental context of the complementary, pro-
creative covenant between a man and a woman it be-
comes impoverished and it demeans the human person. 

Sexual intercourse between a man and a woman in the 
covenant of Marriage is one expression of love to which 
the human person can aspire, but we are all called to 
love. It is part of our human nature to love. We all have a 
desire to love, but this love can deviate from its true call-
ing when it exalts only in the pleasure of the body. Pope 
Benedict said in the same encyclical, “The contemporary 
way of exalting the body is deceptive. Eros, reduced to 
pure ‘sex,’ has become a commodity, a mere ‘thing’ to be 
bought and sold, or rather, man himself becomes a com-
modity. This is hardly man's great ‘yes’ to the body. On 
the contrary, he now considers his body and his sexuality 
as the purely material part of himself, to be used and ex-
ploited at will.” (DCE, n. 5) This is not our true calling. The 
human desire to love must lead us to the divine. Looking 
again to the Holy Father’s encyclical, he says, “True, eros 
– human desire – tends to rise ‘in ecstasy’ towards the 
Divine, to lead us beyond ourselves; yet for this very rea-
son it calls for a path of ascent, renunciation, purification 
and healing.” (DCE, n. 5) 

This path is the path of chastity. This is very true in mar-
riage. It is also true in all of human life because it is the 
nature of all authentic love. We are all called to love. We 
are all called to be loved. This can only happen when we 
choose to love in the manner that God has called us to 
live. Love leads us to ecstasy, not as a moment of intoxi-
cation but rather as a journey, “an ongoing exodus out of 

the closed inward-looking self towards its liberation 
through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-
discovery and indeed the discovery of God: ‘Whoever 
seeks to gain his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
will preserve it’ (Lk 17:33).” (DCE n. 6) 

Sexuality, then, as part of our human nature only dignifies 
and liberates us when we begin to love in harmony with 
God’s love and God’s wisdom for us. Chastity as a virtue 
is the path that brings us to that harmony with God’s wis-
dom and love. Chastity moves us beyond one’s desire to 
what God wills for each one of us. Chastity is love’s jour-
ney on the path of “ascent, renunciation, purification and 
healing.” Chastity is the understanding that it is not all 
about me or about us. We act always under God’s gaze. 
Desire tempered and tested by “renunciation, purification, 
and healing” can lead us to God’s design. 

This is true for all of us. It is also true for men and women 
who are homosexual. We are called to live and love in a 
manner that brings us into respectful, chaste relationships 
with one another and an intimate relationship with God. 
We should be an instrument of God’s love for one an-
other. Let me be clear here. Sexual intercourse, outside 
of the marriage covenant between a man and a woman, 
can be alluring and intoxicating but it will not lead to that 
liberating journey of true self-discovery and an authentic 
discovery of God. For that reason, it is sinful. Sexual rela-
tions between people of the same sex can be alluring for 
homosexuals but it deviates from the true meaning of the 
act and distracts them from the true nature of love to 
which God has called us all. For this reason, it is sinful. 

Married love is a beautiful, heroic expression of faithful, 
life-giving, life-creating love. It should not be accommo-
dated and manipulated for those who would believe that 
they can and have a right to mimic its unique expression. 

Marriage is also not the sole domain of love as some of 
the politics would seem to imply. Love is lived and cele-
brated in so many ways that can lead to a wholesome, 
earnest, and religious life: the deep and chaste love of 
committed friends, the untiring love of committed religious 
and clergy, the profound and charitable bonds among the 
members of a Christian community, enduring, forgiving, 
and supportive love among family members. Should we 
dismiss or demean the human and spiritual significance of 
these lives given in love? 

This is a hard message today. It is the still the right mes-
sage. It will unsettle and disturb many of our brothers and 
sisters, just as Peter was unsettled and put off by the 
stern rebuke of his master and good friend, the Lord Je-
sus. If the story of Peter’s relationship with Jesus had be-

It is Sinful
(Continued from page 11)
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gun and ended there, it would have been a sad tale in-
deed, but that is not the whole story then nor is it the 
whole story now. Jesus met Simon Peter on the shore of 
the Sea of Galilee. He said with great love and fondness, 
“Come, follow me.” Peter would not only continue to fol-
low the Lord Jesus to Jerusalem. Despite his many fail-
ings and foibles, he would eventually choose to love as 
Jesus loved him. He would die as martyr’s death in 
Rome, giving himself completely for the one who loved 
him so dearly. 

The teaching of the Church regarding the sacred dignity 
of human sexuality is not a rebuke but an invitation to love 
as God loves us. The Church’s firm support of Proposition 
8 is not a rebuke against homosexuals but a heartfelt af-
firmation of the nature of the marriage covenant between 

a man and a woman. We hope and pray that all people, 
including our brothers and sisters who are homosexuals, 
will see the reasonableness of our position and the sin-
cerity of our love for them. 

For that reason, we should let the words of St. Paul haunt 
us and unsettle us: “Do not conform yourself to this age.” 
In so many ways we can allow ourselves to be duped, 
fooled, by the fads and trends of this age. It is far better 
that we allow ourselves to be drawn into the ways and the 
manners of Jesus. The Lord Jesus challenges us as he 
challenged his friend, Simon Peter, to not conform to what 
is fashionable and convenient. He has so much more to 
offer us. Do not think as others do. Let us think as God 
does. He shows us the way, the truth, and the life. 

It is sinful
(Continued from page 12)

(Continued on page 14)

On the same day the British journal released its editorial, I 
got an email from a young couple on the east coast 
whose second child was born with Down syndrome. The 
mother's words deserve a wider audience: 

Magdalena "consumes" a lot of health care. Every six 
months or so she's tested for thyroid disease, celiac dis-
ease, anemia, etc. In addition, she's been hospitalized a 
few times for smallish but surely expensive things like a 
clogged tear duct, feeding studies and pneumonia (twice). 
She sees an ENT regularly for congestion, she requires a 
doctor's prescription for numerous services - occupational 
therapy, physical therapy, feeding, speech, etc. -- and she 
needs more frequent ear and eye exams. 

I could go on. Often, she has some mysterious symptoms 
that require several tests or doctor visits to narrow down 
the list of possible issues. On paper, maybe these proce-
dures and visits seem excessive. She is, after all, only 3 
years old. We worry that more bureaucrats in the decision 
chain will increase the likelihood that someone, some-
where, will say, "Is all of this really necessary? After all, 
what is the marginal benefit to society for treating this per-
son?" 
What do we think of the [Congressional and White House 
health-care] plans? A government option sounds danger-
ous to us. The worst-case scenario revolves around 
someone in Washington making decisions about Magda-
lena's health care; or, worse yet, a group of people -- per-

Last week a British Catholic journal, in an editorial titled 
"U.S. bishops must back Obama," claimed that America's 
bishops "have so far concentrated on a specifically Catho-
lic issue - making sure state-funded health care does not 
include abortion - rather than the more general principle 
of the common good." 

It went on to say that if U.S. Catholic leaders would get 
over their parochial preoccupations, "they could play a 
central role in salvaging Mr. Obama's health-care pro-
gramme." 

The editorial has value for several reasons. First, it proves 
once again that people don't need to actually live in the 
United States to have unhelpful and badly informed opin-
ions about our domestic issues. Second, some of the 
same pious voices that once criticized U.S. Catholics for 
supporting a previous president now sound very much 
like acolytes of a new president. Third, abortion is not, 
and has never been, a "specifically Catholic issue," and 
the editors know it. And fourth, the growing misuse of 
Catholic "common ground" and "common good" language 
in the current health-care debate can only stem from one 
of two sources: ignorance or cynicism. 

No system that allows or helps fund - no matter how sub-
tly or indirectly -- the killing of unborn children, or discrimi-
nation against the elderly and persons with special needs, 
can bill itself as "common ground." Doing so is a lie. 

Health care and The Common Good
Archbishop Charles Chaput 
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haps made up of the same types of people who urged us 
to abort her in the first place. In general, we feel that pol-
icy decisions should be made as close as possible to the 
people who will be affected by them. We are not wealthy 
people, but our current set up suits us just fine. We trust 
our pediatrician, who knows us very well, who hears from 
us personally every few months, who knows Magdalena 
and clearly sees her value, to give us good advice and 
recommend services in the appropriate amounts. 

We are unsure and uneasy about how this might change. 
We worry that we, and Magdalena's siblings, will some-
how be cut out of the process down the line when her 
health issues are sure to pile up. I can't forget that this is 
the same president [Obama] who made a distasteful joke 
about the Special Olympics. He apologized through a 
spokesman . . . [but] I truly believe that the people around 
him don't know -- or don't care to know -- the value and 
blessedness of a child with special  needs. And I don't 
trust them to mold policy that accounts for my daughter in 
all of her humanity or puts "value" on her life."

Of course, President Obama isn't the first leader to make 
clumsy gaffes. Anyone can make similar mistakes over 
the course of a career. And the special needs community 
is as divided about proposed health-care reforms as eve-
ryone else. 

Health care and The Common Good
(Continued from page 13)

Some might claim that the young mother quoted here has 
misread the intent and content of Washington's plans. 
That can be argued. But what's most striking about the 
young mother's email -- and I believe warranted -- is the 
parental distrust behind her words. She's already well 
acquainted, from direct experience, with how hard it is to 
deal with government-related programs and to secure 
public resources and services for her child. In fact, I've 
heard from enough intelligent, worried parents of children 
with special needs here in Colorado to know that many 
feel the current health-care proposals pressed by Wash-
ington are troubling and untrustworthy. 

Health-care reform is vital. That's why America's bishops 
have supported it so vigorously for decades. They still do. 
But fast-tracking a flawed, complex effort this fall, in the 
face of so many growing and serious concerns, is bad 
policy. It's not only imprudent; it's also dangerous. As 
Sioux City's Bishop R. Walker Nickless wrote last week, 
"no health-care reform is better than the wrong sort of 
health-care reform." 

If Congress and the White House want to genuinely serve 
the health-care needs of the American public, they need 
to slow down, listen to people's concerns more honestly --
and learn what the "common good" really means."

This editorial appears in the August 26, 2009 edition of 
the Denver Catholic Register. 
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The health care crisis In the United States has reached 
epidemic  proportions. In response, the American Bishops 
have asserted a right, under distributive justice, to univer-
sal health care, which many people interpret as meaning 
that the State has the obligation to provide health care to 
everyone at no cost. Particularly in view of the diminishing 
resources available for "free" health care, this claim must 
be given serious consideration.

What is a Right?

Does everyone have a right to healthcare? We can an-
swer that question with a qualified affirmative if and only if 
we understand what a "right" is.

A right implies the functioning of the virtue of justice. It is 
the power a person has to force others to do or not do a 
specific act or acts in relation to the person that has the 
right. A right that one person has automatically means a 
duty to comply with that right imposed on everyone else, 
by force if necessary.

There are two kinds of rights. There are "natural rights," 
which in the western tradition are based on the general 
consensus of mankind as to what constitutes "the good," 
and empower each person to pursue the good. There are 
also "derived rights," that is, rights based on natural 
rights, but determined and defined by individual and so-
cial wants and needs.

here are two "parts" to every right. .The first part of a right 
(which corresponds to all natural rights) is inalienable and 
absolute. An individual is not considered a "person" if de-
prived of an absolute or natural right. Since "personality" 
and "humanity" are inseparable in the human person, 
saying that an individual does not have one or all of the 
natural rights is the same as saying that individual is not 
human.

The fact that everyone has inalienable rights does not 
mean that anyone can simply exercise rights in that which 
accrues to another. For example, because I have inalien-
able rights to life and property does not mean that I can 
control your life or take your property.

There is a second aspect to a right. This corresponds to 
derived rights based on natural rights, but determined and 
defined by individual and social wants and needs. That is 
the strictly limited exercise of the right. Neither society nor 
other individuals can legitimately prevent anyone from 
exercising a right once a person has it, except through 
due process and for just cause. Society, however, can 
and must limit the exercise of rights to prevent harm to 
others or the common good, and to optimize the exercise 
of rights for everyone within a just social order.

Universal Health Care

We can apply these principles to health care. The popes 
have maintained that everyone has a right to adequate 
health care. Within the "language" of rights this can only 
mean one thing. That is, no one can be denied health 
care if it is, one, available, and, two, he can pay for it or 
persuade a health care provider to treat him out of charity.

For example, no one can be denied medical treatment on 
the grounds of race, sex, or age. He can, however, justly 
be denied treatment on the grounds that he cannot pay 
for it (although anyone refusing to administer a vaccina-
tion would be guilty of a grave sin in charity ). If, however, 
the State has determined that there is an overriding social 
- not individual - need (for example) to have everyone 
inoculated against smallpox, then health care providers 
can be forced to distribute inoculations to everyone, 
against their will if necessary. Health care providers 
would, however, have the right to be compensated for 
their time and whatever else they might have expended in 
carrying out the State's orders, just as individuals receiv-
ing inoculations would have the right to petition for re-
dress of grievances resulting from forced inoculations.

The same would not apply to broken bones or elective 
surgeries. An argument Can be made that, yes, it is bene-
ficial to society if everyone's broken bones were treated 
and no one was forced to go about with a disfigured face. 
Such instances, however, relate to each person's individ-
ual good.  Broken bones, unlike smallpox, are not conta-
gious. There is no automatic social benefit to be derived 
from across the board treatment of all broken bones.

Since broken bones are in the individual order, not the 
social order, the State's role is limited to allowing an indi-
vidual to have his broken bones treated, not in providing 
treatment or paying for it. How an individual pays for treat-
ment is his problem - but, if he can pay, and treatment is 
available, then he cannot be denied treatment, or he can 
demand that the State support his efforts to obtain treat-
ment. This could include anything from mandating that a 
doctor treat a patient in return for a standard fee, to allow-
ing the patient to solicit for alms to pay for treatment. The 
State cannot legitimately force a physician to treat some-
one for free, or force others to pay the physician, whether 
through direct confiscation or indirect taxation.

A Misapplied Exception

There is one exception to this, found in the philosophy of 
Saint Thomas Aquinas, but it is dangerous even to men-
tion it. It is necessary to bring it up, however, because the 
American Bishops' argument is built on this exception. 
Unfortunately, people have an almost irresistible urge to 
turn an exception into a rule. The exception applies when 

Universal Health Care:
Justice or Charity?

(Continued on page 16)
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a person or his dependents are in dire need - and dire 
need is defined as being in immediate and specific dan-
ger of death. Permanent - not temporary - disability may 
qualify, but is, for the purposes of this exception, a very 
gray area. In cases of dire necessity, a person may take 
what he needs from others without incurring moral guilt if: 
and only if, he Has exhausted all other possibilities.

The first problem this exception, of course, is that forcing 
a physician to treat someone is virtually a guarantee of 
poor or inadequate treatment. No physician is going to 
function competently with a gun at his head. The second 
is that, obviously, Saint Thomas' exception is - an excep-
tion. It is not a blueprint for the ordinary running of soci-
ety .It is a – barely - tolerable expedient to be employed 
as an emergency measure in dire circumstances. Saint 
Thomas only groups this exception under commutative 
justice (not distributive justice) to permit the State to, for 
example, use tax monies to carry out a program of univer-
sal inoculation against an epidemic or provide minimal 
emergency medical treatment for indigents who have ex-
hausted all other recourse.

Justice or Charity?

Since the publication of Msgr. John Ryan's Distributive 
Justice ( 1916), the idea has seeped - flooded, rather –
into Catholic philosophy that distribution on the basis of 
need is justice, not charity. The error has become so per-
vasive that it has even appeared - through human error -
in the Catechism o the Catholic Church. Saint Thomas, 
however, makes it abundantly clear that, in agreement 
with Aristotle,1  distributive justice concerns distribution 
according to a pro rata division of inputs to the social 
unit.2 Distribution on the basis of need can only be 
grouped under justice as an expedient in Saint Thomas' 
exception.

Two errors are therefore made with respect to the claim 
that distribution on the basis of need is an example of dis-
tributive justice. First, of course, Saint Thomas clearly 
groups it - when it is grouped under "justice" at all - under 
commutative justice. Second, Saint Thomas' exception is, 
again, not a blueprint for society, but (to emphasize the 
point), a barely tolerable expedient to address an emer-
gency situation. An emergency is, by its very nature, an 
extraordinary circumstance or event, not an ideal for the 
running of individual lives or society. Maintaining that an 
allowed expedient should be the rule in society is a seri-
ous error. It is analogous to a belief that because dis-
eased organs may licitly be surgically removed from a 
human body, all organs must be surgically removed from 
all human bodies.

 We can therefore say with certainty that, as the term is 
usually construed today and under ordinary circum-
stances, there is no right to universal health care. There 

is, of course, a serious moral obligation to see that our 
fellow men are taken care of in a manner befitting human 
dignity. That, however, is an obligation that comes under 
charity, not justice, and cannot and must not be enforced 
by the coercive power of the State ( civil society). It is only 
enforceable by the moral authority of faith (religious soci-
ety).

The Restructuring of the Social Order

What, however, are we to do when the extraordinary be-
comes the ordinary? That is, when social and economic 
conditions have reached the point where the abuse of 
human dignity is the norm rather than the exception, and 
social structures and institutions are such that few people 
can survive in a manner befitting ordinary human dignity 
except by the exercise of heroic effort?

That is the situation addressed by Pius XI in virtually 
every encyclical, allocution, and address during the whole 
of his pontificate. According to Pius XI, the social order 
has become flawed to a degree that renders conditions 
subhuman for most of humanity. The solution, however, is 
not socialism - "from each according to his ability, to each 
according to his needs" - but a restructuring of the social 
order in accordance with the philosophy of Saint Thomas 
Aquinas.3 Socialism, in which the State attempts to equal-
ize and guarantee results, is specifically condemned as 
contrary to human nature, and thus to natural law, which 
emanates from God's Nature.

Clearly many people today lack access to adequate or 
even minimal health care. The solution that Pius XI laid 
out is not, however, for the State to step in and mandate 
that everyone receive a desired level of health care. It is 
for ordinary people to gather together, study the situation, 
and then work to restructure and reform the necessary 
institutions of society so as to allow human institutions 
achieve the desired results in a manner consistent with 
the demands of human dignity.  These are called "acts of 
social justice."

There is a substantial difference between what Pius XI 
called "social justice" and what many people today mean 
by the term. Pius XI envisioned a process whereby institu-
tions could be reformed to the point where acts of individ-
ual virtue again become possible. The common misunder-
standing today, however, is that social justice replaces, it 
does not enable, acts of individual virtue. (This is consis-
tent with the view of many people today, that since the 
Second Vatican Council and, contrary to Our Savior's own 
words, charity replaces instead of fulfills justice.)

In short, Pius XI's goal was a state of society in which 
everyone, by ordinary effort and exertion, individually or in 
association with others, could achieve a state in life con-
sistel1t with the demands of human dignity. He did not 

(Continued on page 17)
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work for a condition of civil society in which every citizen 
was more or less (usually more) dependent on the State 
as the source of all bounty. This includes welfare, guaran-
teed incomes, minimum wage, family allowances, and 
any of the other useful but ultimately self-defeating expe-
dients employed by the welfare State, presumably as a 
stop-gap on the way to a more rationally structured social 
order, as well as universal health care.

The Solution

We can therefore justify a program of universal health 
care, one that meets the minimal demands for survival 
(something along the lines of "catastrophic health insur-
ance"), if - and only if - we take steps to reform society in 
accordance with the guidelines issued by Pius XI in 
Quadragesimo Anno (1931) and Divini Redemptoris
(1937). This is in conformity with the principle of double 
effect. If steps are not taken to restructure the social or-
der, or the formerly necessary expedients are allowed to 
continue after they become redundant, then a program of 
universal health care, as with any other redistribution pro-
gram, becomes tyranny.

The initial step that must be taken to ensure that every-
one has full access to adequate and reasonable health 
care is to restructure the medical establishment so as to 
put power back into the hands of patients and physicians. 
Currently too much power is vested in the hands of man-
agement, which tends by its very nature to look more to-
ward cost efficiencies rather than effectiveness of treat-
ment.

The best way to do this, of course, is, as Leo XIII pointed 
out, to make as many people as possible owners of pro-
ductive assets so as to secure adequate incomes.4 When 
people can pay for their own health care, the question of 
universal "free" health care becomes moot. This can best 
be done by following the guidelines published by the Cen-
ter for Economic and Social Justice ("CESJ") as "The 
Capital Homestead Act." This is available as a free 
download on CESJ's website, www.cesj.org. A financially 
- and socially - feasible plan for universal health coverage 
can easily be worked into the framework provided by the 
Capital Homestead Act.

(As of the scheduled publication date of this collection of 
essays, the outline of such a plan - the "Doctors' Plan for 
Universal Health Care" - has been developed and is in the 
"working draft" stage. Consistent with the laws and char-
acteristics of social justice, the formation of a new organi-
zation, "Doctors for Social Justice," is being studied, in 
part to promote the "Doctors' Plan" once it is finalized.)

Specifics

The first specific of a viable program of universal health 

coverage is that a minimum standard of health care would 
be guaranteed for all participants. Arranged in a manner 
similar to an insurance company, "premiums" would be 
paid by the participant. If a participant were unable to pay, 
he would first seek assistance from a private charity. If 
that failed, a State-issued voucher for health care in lieu 
of a welfare payment would be issued. 

To become eligible as a registered provider, a plan would 
have to offer a nationally standardized and comprehen-
sive package, such as the one provided to members of 
Congress and Federal employees. Among the mandatory 
eligibility criteria would be universal access and standard-
ized co-payments, deductibles and office visit charges: 
"Universal access" would be construed to mean no exclu-
sion of individuals based on pre-existing conditions, age, 
or any other reason.

In view of the foreseeable limited medical resources avail-
able, it might be necessary to limit to a minimum the 
amount of care available to individuals whose condition is 
directly traceable to their own voluntary actions. Such ac-
tions might include attempted suicide, smoking, venereal 
disease, or drug addiction. Additional costs of care for 
such individuals would be a personal expense of the pa-
tient, possibly from some form of secondary insurance, 
and not qualify under the guaranteed treatment for invol-
untary conditions.

There would be an individual rather than employer man-
date for payment of premiums into the plan. Currently, it 
might be possible to use the Federal tax system to collect 
and disburse subscription fees. It would be necessary, 
however, to move to a more direct cost-benefit arrange-
ment as soon as a determinant number of people in soci-
ety were able to pay their own way without the necessity 
of redistribution. (A universal health care plan cannot 
work if it relies on redistribution as a permanent method of 
funding for other than a small number of indigents. For 
this reason, such a plan could only work in conjunction 
with a Capital Homesteading program.)

Individual choice on the part of patients would be guaran-
teed in order to ensure adequate and competent medical 
oversight (“second opinions") as well as provide a reason-
able degree of competition.

Today's tax-free health plan benefits to employees now 
covered by employer-funded plans would be terminated. 
These were originally a way of circumventing the wage/
price freeze in the Second World War, but are now 
viewed as entitlements. In exchange, therefore, employ-
ers would be allowed to increase  employee W-2 compen-
sation by the amount that they are presently providing as 
health plan benefits. This would preserve the deductibility 
of health care payments as tax deductions for the em-
ployer.

(Continued on page 18)
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To cushion tax increases for employees now receiving 
health plan benefits, the Federal government could re-
duce or eliminate present FICA, Medicare and workmen's 
compensation payroll taxes imposed on employers and 
employees. In accordance with Capital Homesteading for 
All Citizens,5 the recent CESJ study funded by the Donner 
Foundation, Social Security funding would change from 
the current surcharge on wage-based income and be fi-
nanced by general tax revenues levied at a single rate on 
all income from whatever source derived.

Federally-standardized plan membership rates would be 
set wholly by competitive market forces among competing 
eligible plans, rather than through health alliances, state, 
federal or local government entities, or by any cartel. Be-
cause of generally lower health costs, a separate lower 
rate could be set for children. Individuals would still be 
free to provide for themselves supplementary benefits not 
provided by the standardized plans (as would be neces-
sary for individuals suffering from self-induced condi-
tions).

The State should encourage the formation of employee/
consumer-owned, for-profit health maintenance corpora-
tions through ESOPs and CSOPs ("Consumer Stock 
Ownership Plans"). This would ensure that plan manage-
ment is subordinate to and serves the patients and doc-
tors through a democratically elected board of directors. 
This would help to preserve the unique patient-health pro-
fessional relationship. Preferably, patients would hold the 
balance of power over the overall health care delivery 
system.

A reinsurance plan could be established to cover 80% of 
losses in the event that eligible plan providers go bank-
rupt. Eligible plan providers would pay the reinsurance 
premiums. Until a sufficient reinsurance pool was built up, 
the Federal government could act as the insurer of last 
resort.

This overall plan would force the government to reexam-
ine the present tax system, which is overly complex and a 
major source of America's economic problems. It would 
also induce a reexamination of the CESJ proposal for a 
flat rate tax on all forms of income over a generous pov-
erty level. Under this proposal, the rate would be set at 
whatever percentage of taxable incomes are necessary to 
pay for appropriated federal spending requirements in any 
year.6

Conclusion

This proposal will, obviously, raise a lot of hackles. Many 
people have become convinced that the proper ordering 
of society requires them to surrender their human dignity 
and have the State take care of them from the cradle to 
the grave. Many others have a vested interest in main-

taining the status quo. The idea that ordinary people 
should be empowered with the means of taking control 
over their own lives is also repugnant to elitists of all va-
rieties.

Opposition will also be seen among insurance companies 
and ancillary professions, such as lawyers, accountants 
and actuaries. The role of the insurance companies, how-
ever, will expand under this scenario, if not having any-
where near their current level of control and power. Mem-
bers of the named professions will similarly find an expan-
sion of their role, while experiencing a loss of power over 
the lives of others.

In addition to the obvious concern for raising both the 
quality and quantity of health care, the specifics of the 
new system will also have to be consistent with what 
CESJ calls the "four pillars of an economically just soci-
ety." This is another way of saying that the way the sys-
tem is run, as well as the desired results, should be con-
sistent with the demands of human dignity. These "four 
pillars" are 1) a limited economic role for the State, 2) free 
and open markets, 3) restoration of the rights of private 
property, especially in corporate equity, and, above all, 4) 
expanded ownership of the means of production.

Obviously, this program will not result in the utopia de-
sired by so many. We human beings can only change our 
behavior, not our nature. That is why socialism in any dis-
guise cannot work. We can, however, consistent with 
Catholic social teaching and the guidelines given in the 
Gospels, restructure our institutions so as to conform 
more closely to the demands of the common good and 
the needs of our fellow man.
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PREJUDICE is always obstinate, but no prejudice is so 
willfully stubborn as that which is professional. It is bad 
enough in any case that the mind should be settled in 
opposition to the truth, but, when a man has made it the 
special business of his life to oppose and controvert that 
truth, his intelligence becomes so fortified by his will as to 
be almost inaccessible. The citadel of his heart is well-
nigh impregnable. Missis ambagibus, I have been led by 
my own experience to feel that the studies of a young 
Protestant divine, so far from fitting him to decide with 
greater promptness and accuracy upon the weighty yet 
simple proofs by which the Church is identified, have only 
the effect of deadening his intellectual susceptibility. His 
mind is systematically warped. He is trained to reason 
from false premises. He becomes, perhaps by sheer 
habit, the champion of untruth, and repels with something 
like angry impulsiveness the notion that he has from the 
first been defending an error, if indeed such a suggestion 
ever conies at all.

For myself, I had proposed it as the definite object of my 
theological reading to collect materials with which to con-
fute what I considered the usurpation of the Papacy. I re-
garded the Papal Supremacy, not only as the one great 
barrier to the reunion of Christendom, and the one prolific 
source of corruption in the faith, but as historically the per-
version of Christianity. I was sufficiently shrewd to per-
ceive that a consistent Anglican must be an unmitigated 
opponent of the claims of the Roman See; but I was too 
shrewd, alas, to suspect that consistent Anglicanism was 
unmitigated folly. I had discernment enough to know that, 
if the Pope' was not Christ's Vicar, he must be Antichrist. 
But I had not the wit—or more truly the simplicity—to see 
that the syllogism which I boldly used as constructive was 
necessarily and evidently destructive. Looking back now, I 
can only shudder and weep, trembling as one who by the 
hand of a loving Watcher has been shaken from a deadly 
trance; and shedding tears of gratitude, that ere my heart 
was wholly cased in adamant a shaft from the quiver of 
God's grace found an entrance and a lodgment there.

And now, in entering upon the discussion of this subject, 
let us leave behind us all our prepossessions. It is not an 
easy thing to do. We often think that we have banished 
our prejudices, when we have only consented, pro forma, 
to waive them. I am not so foolish as to ask you to start 
with a determination to be convinced; but I do ask you to 
begin with a true willingness to be convinced. And let us 
reason, too, not lightly, and as over our nuts and raisins, 
but fasting in spirit and intent with every faculty of our 
soul; for, as a great thinker has said, Christianity itself is 
at stake in this matter.

First, then, it is quite inconceivable that the Supremacy is 
a mere accident of Christianity. It is too big a thing to be 
an excrescence. Its roots are struck too deep and too 

THE PRIMACY AND CHRISTIANITY
By James Kent Stone, Fr. Fidelis of the Cross CP

closely twined in the very heart of the Church to be torn 
away. It has grown with the Church's growth. It has for 
ages pervaded with its strength and spirit the whole body 
of Christendom. But more than this, if the Primacy be not 
of the essence of Christianity, then it has not merely in-
vaded Christianity, but absorbed it. It is not simply an ir-
regularity, but, as I lately called it, the perversion of Chris-
tianity. In so far as I admitted the alternative, I judged in 
accordance with reason; but in the use which I made of 
the alternative, I acted in defiance of reason, for I ac-
cepted the consequent—I made the argument, as I said, 
constructive— and yet continued to believe in the divine 
origin of Christianity and the Godhead of Jesus Christ. 
Whether I could have persevered in such an inconsis-
tency I shrink from conjecturing. Perhaps there would 
have come a time to me, as it comes to men all the world 
over who are not afraid to be logical, when the terrible 
conviction would have flashed upon me that to denounce 
the authority of the Popes as a usurpation, and as a per-
version of Christianity, is to strike at the root of faith by 
denying the power and therefore the fact of the Incarna-
tion. The alternative, then, really is, submission to the Ap-
ostolic See or infidelity. Men, I say, are being constantly 
driven by their Protestant principles into the dreary nega-
tion—which nowadays they call rationalism. Whether I 
should have been so driven I cannot tell; for before the 
day of trial came (if indeed it would have come at all) I 
gave up my Protestant principles, having seen the glory of 
God manifested in the organization of his Church, which, 
as Clement of Alexandria says, is "a city upon earth which 
can neither be taken nor tyrannized over, being adminis-
tered by the Word." 

Let us look at this point more steadily, and in a somewhat 
different manner. Christianity, if it be not the most magnifi-
cent delusion which has ever dazzled the mind of man, is 
the realization in time of God's eternal plan for the resto-
ration of a fallen race. But God's plans must have, so to 
speak, a divine intelligibility. Above all, must a work de-
vised for the salvation of a creature discover in its devel-
opment such marks of unity and order, such adjustment 
of forces to difficulties, such omnipotent energy in the 
gradual accomplishment of ends, as will enable the crea-
ture to recognize and co-operate with the design of his 
Creator. But, upon any Protestant theory, the history of 
Christianity presents the amazing spectacle of a God baf-
fled in the execution of his intention, of a God who has 
miscalculated, a God perpetually struggling and perpetu-
ally foiled by the very powers of darkness whose con-
quest he had attempted. What intelligent heathen would 
find his faith coerced by such an exhibition? What intelli-
gent believer could retain his faith in the shadow of such a 
consciousness?  Protestantism is thus its own refutation; 
its principles are mutually destructive; its negations are at 
war with its assertions. If it be right in condemning the 
Roman Supremacy, it is, convicted of absurdity in main-
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Infinite Justice

On another occasion Jesus had asked the Apostles: ’Who 
do people say the Son of Man is?’ (Mt 16:13) And they 
said, 'Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets'. 'But you,' he said 
'who do you say I am?' Then Simon Peter spoke up, 'You 
are the Christ,' he said 'the Son of the living God'. Jesus 
replied, 'Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Be-
cause it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you 
but my Father in heaven.’

Us or God – we or him – men or revelation – opinion or 
truth – flesh and blood or the Father in heaven? Who de-
cides what is true? The electorate, the majority, the con-
sumers, community standards? Jesus is not looking for 
our opinions, or our clinical tests, or our consensus – he 
is seeking disciples who can say with Peter: Lord … you 
have the message of eternal life, and we believe… .

So the Jews were complaining against Jesus and we note 
that they turned to one another for support. Truth can 
stand alone, error requires noise and numbers, as though 
what is believed by a hundred shouting men must be truer 
than what is believed by only one. When noise and num-
bers attack, truth steels itself, raises its eyes to heaven, 
and patiently waits. As pope Benedict has told us, truth is 
the most powerful reality in existence. It needs no armies 
to defend it and, ultimately, it always prevails.

So Jesus stands his ground unflinchingly. He doesn’t run 
away or back down, he is not even distracted: Stop com-
plaining to each other… No one can come to me unless 
he is drawn by the Father who sent me…

This is not the only time Jesus would speak these words 
to his opponents. In chapter 8 of John’s gospel he will tell 
them: If God were your father, you would love me, since I 
have come here from God… The devil is your father, and 
you prefer to do what your father wants.

Fr. Speekman writes
From Sydney, Australia

Us Against Him
Fr. John Speekman

Mercy is the effusion of the sovereign Good who commu-
nicates His goodness to creatures; justice is zeal defend-
ing the rights of that sovereign Good who ought to be 
loved above all things.  In this sense, justice intervenes 
when the creature tramples on God’s rights and offends 
Him instead of loving and honoring Him. The punishment 
of the sinner is the fruit of justice, but at the same time it 
is the fruit of mercy, for “whom the Lord loves, He chas-
tises” (Prov 3:12). God does not punish a sinner in order 
to destroy him but to convert him. In this life the means 
used by divine justice are always directed by mercy, inso-
far as their purpose is always to put the sinner in such 
conditions as to profit by the divine mercy. Therefore, God 
is always merciful even when He punishes; His chastise-
ments are not merely punishments, but they are also, and 
above all, remedies to cure our souls from sin, except in 
the case of those who refuse to be converted.

In our spiritual life, mercy and justice are continually alter-
nating and intertwining. God’s mercy offers us His divine 
friendship’ but, in justice, He cannot receive as an inti-
mate friend anyone who retains the slightest attachment 
to sin and imperfection.  Therefore He subjects us to puri-
fying trials for a twofold purpose: to make us atone for our 
faults – which is the aim of justice – and to destroy in us 
the last roots of sin that we may be disposed for union 
with God – and this is the aim of mercy. Hence, we must 
accept our trials humbly, realizing that we deserve them. 
We must accept them with zeal and a love of justice, 
wishing to avenge in ourselves God’s rights, rights which 
we too often forget and ignore. We ought to accept them 
too with love, for every trial is a great mercy on the part of 
God, who wants to make us advance in the way of sanc-
tity.

Divine Intimacy, Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalene 
O.C.D.

A Christianity of charity without truth would be more or 
less interchangeable with a pool of good sentiments, 
helpful for social cohesion, but of little relevance.  In 
other words, there would no longer be any real place for 
God in the world. Without truth, charity is confined to a 
narrow field devoid of relations.

Benedict XVI, Caritas in veritate

Primacy
(continued from page 19)

taining the supernatural origin of the Christian Church. 
Need I say that the incoherence which confounds us in 
this Protestant view of Christianity disappears the mo-
ment we cease to regard what is called the growth of the 
Papacy as the action of a disturbing power? Immediately 
the Primacy becomes as illustrious with meaning as it is 
prominent in fact. The history of Christianity referred to 
the Holy See as its centre is luminous with consistency, 
and marked throughout with the evidence of an almighty 
purpose. Here is evolution worthy of the mind and will of 
Deity. The very perturbations of heresy serve now only as 
an index of the resistless force whose advance they can 
neither hinder nor divert.

The Invitation Heeded, Part III, Ch I, James Kent Stone
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Catholic doctrine tells us that the primary duty of charity 
does not lie in the toleration of false ideas, however sin-
cere they may be, nor in the theoretical or practical indif-
ference towards the errors and vices in which we see 
our brethren plunged, but in the zeal for their intellectual 
and moral improvement as well as for their material well-
being.

Notre Charge Apostolique, Pius X

The True Church: The Path Which Led A Protestant Lawyer To The Catholic 
Church, by Peter H. Burnett 

A Review by Michael J. Miller

This weighty tome (two vol-
umes in one), originally pub-
lished in 1860, is a frontier 
Apologia pro vita sua written 
by a lawyer who converted 
from a protestant movement, 
known as the Stone-
Campbell Restoration Move-
ment, to Catholicism while in 
Oregon, and went on to be-
come the first Governor of 
California. The remarkable 
path traveled by the author 

and the brilliance of his reasoning make his book valuable 
today as a work of apologetics and as a historical docu-
ment.

Whereas the cumulative force of patristic writings brought 
the scholar Newman into the One True Church, Burnett’s 
key insight was that a New Covenant implies a people 
governed by a New Law. “It does seem to me that the 
Catholic theory [of a visible Church] honors Christ as a 
lawgiver. The Protestant theory [of sola Scriptura and in-
dividual interpretation] degrades Him, as such, below the 
standard of mere human legislators.” In an age when 
Catholics were regarded as un-American, Burnett rea-
sons a fortiori that if the Founding Fathers vested author-
ity in the three branches of the United States government, 
surely Christ must have established lasting structures of 
authority in his Church.

Burnett applies his legal acumen to a range of standard 
topics from apologetics. He cites the Anglo-American 
rules of evidence while arguing that the truth and divine 
inspiration of Scripture is proved by miracles. He gives a 
spirited defense of priestly celibacy and religious life, and 
refutes the scurrilous charges of the day by examining the 
reliability of the Protestant “testimony,” which is marred by 
patent misrepresentations and tinged with “an eagerness 
to believe ill of Catholics.”

Nineteenth-century religious controversy was conducted 
in a courtroom style. This gave Burnett a decided advan-
tage. He frames his arguments on a grandiose scale, like 
his contemporary, Orestes Brownson, but he writes with 
greater clarity and concentrated force than the philoso-
pher. He restates a Protestant objection as a series of 
propositions and then makes an airtight case against 
each of them.

Burnett is particularly thorough but always gentlemanly in 
dismantling the arguments for non-institutional Christianity 
made by Alexander Campbell (who to this day has thou-
sands of disciples west of the Appalachians). Burnett 

does not hesitate to cite the standard apologetic works of 
his contemporaries. Cardinal Nicholas Wiseman, in par-
ticular, supplies catenae of passages from the Church 
Fathers in support of Catholic doctrines such as Transub-
stantiation.

Some of Burnett’s solutions to Scriptural difficulties are 
wonderfully elegant. He answers Protestant controversies 
about John 6 by pointing out that, up until verse 47, Jesus 
is “speaking of Himself under the image of bread” from 
heaven given by the Father, whereas later in the chapter 
“He speaks of the food now described as being given by 
Himself. This marked difference in the giver, shows a dif-
ference in the gift,” i.e., the difference between the Savior 
sent by God, in whom Christians believe, and the Sacra-
ment instituted by Christ, which Catholics consume.

Vatican II described the Catholic Church in terms that 
went beyond mere legalism, emphasizing that the Church 
is a sacramental mystery. Many Catholics today, how-
ever, need to be reminded that there is a juridical aspect 
even to the sacraments: Baptism is divine adoption with a 
right to an inheritance. Penance is a tribunal in which the 
sinner accuses himself and is acquitted by God’s mercy. 
Holy Orders confers supernatural authority for the govern-
ing of the Church, which necessarily has a hierarchical 
structure.

Burnett’s keen legal mind presents these New Testament 
truths with forceful logic. Brownson was right when he 
described The True Church as worth more than all the 
gold taken out of California.

THE TRUE CHURCH: THE PATH WHICH LED A PROT-
ESTANT LAWYER TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. By 
Peter H. Burnett (Solas Press, P.O. Box 4066, Antioch, 
CA 94531, [2004]), xxx + 298 + viii + 420 pp. HB $39.95. 
(Available online through www.solaspress.com).

Reprinted with permission, Homiletic and Pastoral Re-
view. Solas Press is an apostolate of Dominic Colvert at 
Holy Rosary Church, Antioch, California.
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Peace is not the absence of acrimony and violence. To 
cease conflict, sheath our swords, and smile at one an-
other is preferable to wholesale war, of course, but the 
mere lack of strife and bloodshed is not the peace that 
Jesus instructed his apostles to preach. The peace of 
Christ is found only when we discover, receive, and live 
out our divinely created purpose. If the Christ born of the 
Virgin is one person with two natures—one human, one 
divine—and we are the adopted children of the Father 
brought into His family through Christ, then we too are 
creatures gifted with a human nature and drawn to com-
pletion in Christ, seduced by heaven's love to love eter-
nally in heaven. This peace—our reconciliation to God by 
partaking in His divine nature—cannot be achieved by 
selling the truth of the gospel to the philosophy or political 
system most likely to quell the primitive brutality of war. 
To our surprise, Jesus says to his disciples, “Do not think 
that I have come to bring peace upon the earth. I have 
come to bring not peace but the sword.” What does 
Christ's sword cut in two? And which of these two severed 
parts are we to receive so that peace may be ours?

Additional Resources

Caritas in Veritate, Encyclical of Benedict XVI (Link)

Rosarium Virginis Mariae, Apostolic letter of John Paul II 
(Link)

Fausto Appetente Die, Encyclical of Pope Benedict XV 
on St. Dominic (Link)

The Rosary Confraternity, (Link)

The Rosary: The Devil’s Defeat, Br. Ezra Sullivan, OP
(Link)

Witnesses of the Faith in the Orient: Dominican Martyrs of 
Japan, China, and Vietnam, Province of St. Joseph (Link)

Life of St. Mary Magdalene, Henri Lacordaire O.P. , 
Translated from the French, 2006, Province of St. Joseph
(Link)

Conferences on God, Henri Lacordaire O.P. (Link)

Peace at the Point of a Sword
By Fr. Philip Neri Powell O.P.

“And if we accept that a mother can kill even her 
own child, how can we tell other people not to kill 
one another?"
--Mother Teresa, National Prayer Breakfast, Feb 3, 1994

The fear of moral demands is the greatest fear in society 
today, a fear that keeps people from surrendering in faith 
to the Lord.

Homily to the Knights of Columbus, Bishop Olmstead

Battle of Lepanto



Truth Be Told 6                                                 Page 23                                                  Sep-Oct 2009

A. Prayer

1. prayerful reading of Sacred Scripture, especially the New Testament;
2. daily celebration of the Eucharist, to the extent possible;
3. daily celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours (Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, and Night Prayer) especially 

with other members of the Dominican Family, when possible;
4. frequent, regular (e.g., once a month) celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, preferably with a regular 

confessor;
5. daily recitation of the Rosary;
6. special devotion the Virgin Mary, according to the tradition of the Order, to our Holy Father Dominic and to 

Saint Catherine of Siena, the Patroness of Lay Dominicans;
7. participation in the chapter’s annual retreat, days of reflection, or other days of prayer;
8. conversion of heart through spirit and practice of evangelical penance
9. assiduous study of revealed truth and reflection on contemporary problems, in the light of Faith;
10. individual member suffrages:

a. daily recitation of an Our Father, Hail Mary and Eternal Rest for the deceased members of the Order;
b. an offering of at least three Masses a year for all deceased Dominicans (this may be a private inten-

tion, or offered with a stipend);
c. upon the death of a chapter member, an offering of a Mass (private intention, or with a stipend) or 

recitation of the Rosary
d. commemoration of all the faithful departed:

i. February 7, for the deceased parents of all Dominicans;
ii. September 5, for the deceased benefactors of the Order;
iii. November 2, for All Souls;
iv. November 8, for all deceased Dominicans;

11. chapter suffrages, upon the death of a chapter member:
a. attendance at the funeral Mass as a chapter, if possible;
b. an offering of Mass, with stipend, as soon as possible for the deceased member;
c. recitation of the appropriate Hour of the Office for the Dead at the first meeting following the death of 

the member;
12. abstention from meat on all Fridays of the year, and fasting and abstention from meat on:

a. April 28th (Vigil of the Feast of Saint Catherine of Siena);
b. August 7th (Vigil of the feast of our holy father Dominic);
c. October 6th (Vigil of Our Lady of the Rosary);

13. Other forms of penance offered for the success of the preaching of the Order.

B. Study

1. prayerful study of Sacred Scripture, theology, spirituality, Church doctrine and history, and reflective reading 
of the lives of the saints, especially those of the Dominican Order;

2. reflection on contemporary issues in the light of such study, both individually and communally.

C. Preaching

1. prayerful preaching in ways appropriate to the laity;
2. acts of charity, in light of the social teachings of the Church, with attention to the four priorities of the Order: 

catechesis, evangelization, justice and peace, and communication;

D. Community

1. common study and reflection on Sacred Truth;
2. concern for the good and well-being of the chapter and its members;
3. common observance of the customs and celebrations of the Order.

The Pillars of Lay Dominican Life
from The Rule of the Lay Chapters of St. Dominic and

The Particular Directory of the Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus, 2009
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Wisdom not only gives man a light to know the truth, but 
also a wonderful capacity for making truth known to oth-
ers. “Wisdom has knowledge of the voice.”1

Wisdom knows what is to be said, and He communicates 
the talent to say it well, for “He opened the mouth of the 
dumb and made the tongues of infants eloquent”2

As Divine Wisdom is the Word of God in eternity as well 
as in time, He has always spoken, and by His word all 
things were made and restored. He spoke by the Proph-
ets and Apostles, and He will speak until the consumma-
tion of the world, by the mouth of those to whom He will 
communicate Himself.

But the words which the Divine Wisdom communicates 
are not common, natural and human words, they are the 
words of God3. They are strong, effective, piercing words; 
“more piercing than any two-edged sword”;4 shooting 
forth from the heart of him by whom He speaks and pene-
trating the heart of him who hears them. This was the gift 

The Wonderful Effects of Eternal Wisdom 
in the Souls of Those Who Possess Him

St Louis De Montfort

of wisdom which Solomon had received, he tells us: “God 
has given me to speak according to the feelings of my 
heart.”5

These are the words which Our Lord promised the Apos-
tles when He said: “I will give you a mouth and wisdom 
which your adversaries will not be able to resist.” 6

O how few are the preachers today who possess this inef-
fable gift of eloquence and who can say with St. Paul: 
“We speak the wisdom of God.”7 Most of them speak from 
the natural knowledge of their intellect, or from what they 
have borrowed from books; not from the love which Di-
vine Wisdom has communicated to them.8 Hence it is that 
now we hear of so few conversions brought about by 
preaching. If a preacher had truly received from Wisdom 
this gift of eloquence, his listeners could have scarcely 
resisted his words any more than could have those who 
listened to Eternal Wisdom speaking through the mouth of 
St. Stephen.  “Those who listened were not able to resist 
the wisdom and the spirit that spoke.”9 such a speaker 
would speak with so much unction and authority, that his 
words would not become empty or unavailing.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis De Montfort
1 Wis 1:7;  2 Wis 10:21;  3 1 Th 2:13;  4 Heb 4:12;  5 Wis 7:15;  6 Lk 21:15;  
7 1 Cor 2:7;  8 Wis 7:15;  9 Mt 12:34; 
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While in Rome, another great joy awaited Dominic.  He 
was not the only one elected by Providence to succor the 
Church in those critical times.  Whilst the life-giving 
stream of God’s Word welled forth from the pure and 
saintly depths Of Dominic’s heart, another man had been 
called of God to revive in His Church, amid the soul-
destroying luxury of the age, the love and observance of 
Poverty.  This sublime lover of Jesus Christ was born in 
the town of Assisi, at the foot of the Umbrian hills, and 
was the son of a rich, but miserly, merchant.  Having 
learnt French in the interests of his father’s business, they 
called him Francis, although it was neither his baptismal 
nor family name.  Returning from Rome at the age of 
twenty-four, he, often solicited by the Spirit of God, was 
now wholly taken possession of by the same.  Being led 
by his father into the presence of the Bishop of Assisi in 
order that he might renounce all his family rights, the he-
roic young man, stripping himself of all his clothes, lad 
them at the Bishop’s feet, saying, “Now I can say with 
more truth than ever, ‘Our Father who art in heaven.’”[1] A 
little later on, being present at the Holy Sacrifice, he heard 
that part of the Gospel read where Jesus Christ tells His 
Apostles to take nothing for their journey, neither staff, nor 
scrip, nor bread, nor money, neither to have two coats.  
On hearing these words, he was filled with an inexpressi-
ble joy; he took off his shoes, cast aside his staff, with 
horror threw away the little money he possessed, and 
during the remainder of his life wore no other garment 
than an under one, a tunic, and a cord.  Even these ap-
peared too great riches, and before his death he had him-
self laid on the pavement in the presence of his brethren, 
nude as in the day when, on his final conversion, he had 
placed his garments at the Bishop’s feet.

Whilst these events were occurring, Dominic, at peril of 
his life, was evangelizing Languedoc, and crushing her-
esy by his apostolic labors.  Unknown to themselves, a 
wondrous harmony had been established between these 
two men, and the similarity of their career extended even 
to the events which followed their death.  Dominic was the 
senior by two years; and having been trained in a more 
learned manner for his mission, was in due time joined by 
this young brother, who needed no universities to teach 
him the science of poverty and love.  Almost at the same 
instant that Dominic was laying the foundation of his Or-
der at Notre-Dame-de-Prouille, at the foot of the Pyre-
nees, Francis was laying the foundation of his at Notre-
Dame-des-Anges, at the foot of the Apennines.  An an-
cient sanctuary of the Blessed Virgin, Mother of God, was 
the sweet and lowly corner-stone of both these edifices.  
Notre-Dame-de-Prouille was Dominic’s cherished spot; 
whilst Notre-Dame-des-Anges was the one spot of ground 
for which Francis had reserved a place in the immensity 
of a heart detached from all things visible.  Both had com-
menced their public life by a pilgrimage to Rome, whither 
they returned to solicit for their Orders the approbation of 

the Holy Father.  At first Innocent III refused their appeal, 
but was afterwards constrained by the same vision to give 
a verbal and conditional approval to both.  As Francis, so 
Dominic, embraced within the flexible austerity of his 
Rule, men, women, and people of the world, making three 
Orders one single power combating for Jesus Christ with 
the arms of nature and grace; the only difference was, 
that while the first members of Dominic’s Order were 
women, those of St. Francis’ were men.  The same Sov-
ereign Pontiff, Honorious III, confirmed their institutions by 
apostolic Bulls, and the same Pope, Gregory IX, canon-
ized them both.  Also the two greatest doctors of all ages 
arose from their ashes; St Thomas from those of Dominic, 
and St. Bonaventure from those of Francis.

Yet these two men, whose destinies were so harmonious 
in the sight of heaven and earth, were strangers to one 
another, and although both were in Rome during the 
fourth Lateran Council, it does not appear that they ever 
heard of each other.  One night when Dominic was pray-
ing, he beheld Jesus Christ filled with wrath against the 
world, and His blessed Mother presenting to Him two 
men, in order to appease Him.  He recognized himself as 
one, but did not know the other, whom he regarded so 
attentively that the face was ever present to him.  On the 
morrow, in a church, we know not which, he beheld, in the 
dress of a mendicant, the face seen by him the preceding 
night, and running to the poor man, embraced him with 
holy effusion, uttering these words, “You are my compan-
ion; you will walk with me; let us keep together and none 
shall prevail against us.”  He then related his vision, and 
thus were their hearts blended in one.

The kiss of Dominic and Francis has been transmitted 
from generation to generation on the lips of their posterity.  
The two Orders are still united by the ties of early friend-
ship; they are to be seen filling the same office in every 
part of the globe; their monasteries are erected in the 
same localities, and they beg at the same doors; and their 
blood shed in the cause of Jesus Christ has mingled a 
thousand times in the same glorious sacrifice; princes and 
princesses have donned their habit; they have peopled 
heaven with their saints; their virtue, influence, renown, 
and aims have ever been the same; and never has the 
breath of jealousy tarnished the purity of a friendship of 
six hundred years’ duration.  They have spread together 
throughout the world, even as two trees equal in age and 
strength joyously interlace their branches; they have won 
and shared the affections of nations, as twin-brothers rest 
on the bosom of the same mother; they have trod the 
same path to heaven, even as two precious perfumes 
mounting heavenwards by the same path.

Every year when the Feast of St. Dominic occurs, car-
riages are to be seen starting from the monastery of 
Sainte-Marie-sur-Minerve, where dwells the General of 

Dominic and Francis 
Henri Lacordaire O.P.

(Continued on page 26)
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the Order of St. Dominic, in order to escort the General of 
the Franciscans from the monastery of Ara-Coeli.  He ar-
rives, accompanied by a large number of his brethren, 
and Dominicans and the Franciscans proceed in parallel 
lines to the height altar of Santa Maria, when, after mutual 
salutations, the former take their place in the choir, the 
latter remaining at the altar to celebrate the office of their 
father’s friend.  Then, seated at the same table, they 
break the bread which for six hundred years has never 
failed them; and the repast ended, the chanters of both 
Orders sing in concert, in the midst of the Refectory, this 
anthem: “The seraphic Francis and the apostolic Dominic 
have given us Thy law, O Lord!”

This interchange of greetings, which takes place is the 
monastery of Ara-Coeli, has its counterpart, throughout 
the world wherever a Dominican and Franciscan monas-
tery are sufficiently near to permit the inhabitants inter-
changing the mutual sign of the hold and hereditary affec-
tion by which they are united.

Life of St. Dominic, Ch VII, Henri Lacordaire O.P.

Lacordaire—Conferences on God

his power is exercised, and in which all his attributes are 
reflected. God is not out of the universe any more than 
the universe is out of God. God is the principle, the uni-
verse is the consequence, but a necessary consequence, 
without which the principle would be inert, unfruitful, im-
possible to conceive.

Catholic doctrine condemns these two systems. It does 
not admit that God is a solitary being eternally employed 
in a sterile contemplation of himself; nor does it admit that 
the universe, although it is the work of God, is his proper 
and personal life. It soars above those feeble ideas, and, 
bearing us with the word of God beyond all the concep-
tions of the human mind, it teaches us that the divine life 
consists in the co-eternal union of three equal persons, in 
whom plurality destroys solitude, and unity division; 
whose thought corresponds, whose love is mutual, and 
who, in that marvelous communion, identical in sub-
stance, distinct in personality, form together an ineffable 
association of light and love. Such is the essence of God, 
and such is his life, both powerfully expressed in those 
words of the Apostle St. John: - TRES SUNT QUI TESTIMO-
NIUM DARET IN CŒLO: PATER, VERBUM , ET SPIRITUS 
SANCTUS – There are three who give testimony in 
heaven; the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost. And 
these three are one (Jn 5:7).

GOD exists, but what does he? What is his action? What 
is his life? This question at once rises in our thoughts. As 
soon as the mind has recognized the existence of a be-
ing, it asks how that being lives; and still more so in re-
gard to God, who, as the principle of beings, excites 
within us a thirst for knowledge of him, so much the more 
ardent and just as his action is the model of all action, and 
his life the pattern of all life. What then is the life of God? 
How does he employ his eternity? This is doubtless a 
bold question. Nevertheless, it is a question which men 
ask, and which they desire to solve. But how is it to be 
solved? How are we to penetrate the divine essence in 
order to catch a glimpse of the incomprehensible move-
ment of an eternal, infinite, absolute, and immutable 
spirit?

Three doctrines come before us. One of these affirms that 
God is condemned by the sovereign majesty of his nature 
to isolation dreadful to imagine; that, alone in himself, he 
contemplates himself seeing only himself, and love him-
self with a love which has no other object than himself; 
and in this contemplation of this love, eternally solitary, 
the nature and perfection of his life consist.

According to the second doctrine, the universe shows us 
the life of God, or rather it is in itself the life of God. We 
behold in it his permanent action, the scene upon which 

Dominic and Francis
(Continued from page 25)
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Now the story of Blessed Margaret takes us into the 14th 
Century, when the City of God on earth and the City of 
Man were both simultaneously imbued with creative gen-
ius and wracked with tumult. Guillaume de Machaut, the 
most influential composer of his century, was born in 
1300; his music, including his masterpiece, the Mass of 
Our Lady, is still performed today. Around 1308, Dante 
Alighieri began the Divine Comedy, in which his literary 
self, straying in sin, is sent on a pilgrimage to the abyss of 
Hell, up the Mountain of Purgatory, and finally into the 
highest Heaven. By the 14th Century, the English Lan-
guage, molded and shaped by the Norman Conquest of 
1066, begins to be recognizable to 21st-Century English 
speakers; Geoffrey Chaucer, the Father of English Litera-
ture and composer of The Canterbury Tales, was born in 
1343. An anonymous contemporary of Chaucer’s wrote 
the Middle English classics The Pearl and Sir Gawain and 
the Green Knight toward the end of the century; around 
the same time, William Langland wrote Piers Plowman, 
telling of the search for the true Christian life. The Italian 
poet Petrarch, who perfected the sonnet, and who lived 
with one foot in the Middle Ages and the other in the Ren-
aissance, was born in 1304.

But as in every age, art and culture walked hand in hand 
with hardship and misery: Famine, War, Pestilence and 
Death ran riot in the 14th Century. Between 1315 and 
1317, the Great Famine swept over Europe, killing mil-
lions from Russia to Ireland, and from Scandinavia to the 
Alps. In 1337, Edward III of England laid claim to the 
throne of France, igniting the Hundred Years’ War in 
which Joan of Arc would fight – a war that would actually 
go on for 116 years, and would in the meantime spawn 
the Peasant’s Revolt in England in 1381. The Black 
Plague visited Europe for the first time in 1347, killing 
one-half to two-thirds of the population. The radical dislo-
cations caused by all these disasters rang the curtain 
down on feudalism, upon which the social order had been 
founded for several hundred years. 

And no amount of temporal hardships would be complete 
without a strong dose of spiritual upheaval. In the 1350s, 
the Lollard heresy arose in England, according to which it 
was believed, among other things, that pious laymen 
could celebrate the Sacraments, and that piety was the 
sole means of transmitting religious power and authority. 
The Fraticelli, a breakaway sect from the Franciscan Or-
der and an early species of sedevacantists, had consider-
able influence in parts of Italy and Sicily in the 14th Cen-
tury. Worst of all was the Great Schism of Western Chris-
tianity in 1378, ignited by the election of Pope Urban VI 
and the subsequent election of anti-popes, resulting in 
conflict among the civil authorities of many realms over 
whom to recognize as the legitimate Pope. This was pre-
ceded by the 69-year Avignon Papacy, which began in 
1309 when Pope Clement V – elected the year Margaret 
was released from her cell – moved the papal court from 
Rome to Avignon. 

This was the world that Margaret ventured out into when, 
in 1305, a tidal wave of war loomed over Massa Trabaria, 
and her family fled with her to the castle at Mercatello. But 
for Margaret, this was not a flight to freedom; instead, it 
was a flight to an even more terrible captivity than the one 
she left. Keeping their deformed daughter out of sight was 
still the order of the day for Parisio and Emilia, so they put 
her in a dungeon. Margaret was used to being kept in a 
small space, and not being able to go outside or visit 
freely with others, and not being able to ward off heat or 
cold; and being blind, she was not oppressed by dark-
ness. But at least in her old prison, she could hear Mass 
and receive her Sacraments, and she always had the 
company of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament just a few 
feet away. Here, even this was taken away from her. As 
she had told Fr. Capellano years earlier, she realized that 
she was being called to imitate Christ more closely 
through her suffering; now, deprived even of the Sacra-
ments, she was plunged into the Agony of Gethsemane. 
Perhaps she cried out, as Jesus cried out on the cross, 
“My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?” Foretell-
ing the coming of the Messiah, Isaiah said, “By oppres-
sion and judgment he was taken away; and as for his 
generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the 
land of the living…?” (Isaiah 53:8) Now, Margaret too was 
really cut off out of the land of the living.

At long last, about a year later, Margaret would be re-
leased from prison – but release would not prove to be 
the end of her suffering. Word came to Margaret’s parents 
of miraculous cures taking place at the tomb of a Francis-
can tertiary, Fra Giacomo, in the city of Castello. Here, 
perhaps, was the solution to their problems. Maybe God 
would at long last relieve them of their burden and cure 
Margaret. Indeed, He was bound to do so: if He was lis-
tening to the prayers of the rabble and the slaves that 

(Continued on page 28)

Blessed Margaret of Castello, Part III: In the Garden of Gethsemane

This is the third in a series 
of talks about Bl. Margaret 
of Castello, delivered at the 
meeting of the Idaho Lay 
Dominicans, Bl. Margaret of 
Castello Chapter, at St. 
John’s Cathedral in Boise, 
Idaho on Sunday, January 
21, 2007.
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flocked to Fra Giacomo’s tomb, He could not fail to show 
His power at the behest of important people like them! 

So at long last, Parisio and Emilia brought Margaret out of 
prison, and even treated her relatively kindly. Together 
they journeyed to Castello, and when they arrived at the 
tomb, thronged with the sick and infirm, Parisio instructed 
Margaret to pray as hard as she could to be cured of her 
lameness, her blindness and her deformities. 

Always obedient, Margaret knelt and prayed for a cure. 
But Margaret did not subscribe to the name-it-and-claim-it 
brand of Christianity. She knew that God certainly could 
cure her; but He was under no obligation to do so, and 
certainly would not do so if it what she asked for was not 
for her good and His greater glory. In Chapter 4 of the 
Letter of James, the Apostle says, “You do not have, be-
cause you do not ask.” Like Parisio and Emilia, we tend to 
focus on this, and conclude that it follows that if we ask, 
we must automatically receive. But James goes on: “You 
ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to 
spend it on your passions.” (James 4:2-3) Margaret un-
derstood this, just as she understood that her afflictions 
were her ladder to Heaven. So, although she obediently 
prayed for a cure, she added: Only if it be Your Will. 

Margaret prayed all day for a cure, but to the consterna-
tion of her parents, nothing happened. Before we go on to 
judge Parisio and Emelia, though, we ought to pause and 
consider how often we have imitated them. How often do 
we pray for something, and then, when we don’t get ex-
actly what we want, when we want it, we just give up? Or, 
what’s worse, how often do we get mad at God for not 
snapping to attention and delivering the goods? Only He 
sees all ends, and He wants what’s best for us even more 
than we want it for ourselves. Just think how sorry we 
would be if we actually got everything we asked for! 

None of this occurred to Parisio and Emilia as they looked 
in disgust at their still-uncured daughter. God had let them 
down. But, to their way of thinking, they had earned the 
relief they sought from their unspeakable burden, and 

they were going to have it, whatever God might have to 
say about it – assuming there even was a God. They 
turned and walked away from the tomb and out of Marga-
ret’s life – and out of all human knowledge. Nobody now 
knows what happened to them after this shameful deed, 
or whether, in the years that followed, they ever received 
word of their daughter; but since they had such a powerful 
intercessor with God, there are solid grounds to hope that 
they repented before they died. Perhaps they are still in 
Purgatory to this day. 

As for Margaret, she lived out her Purgatory on earth as 
she listened in vain for the sound of her parents’ voices 
and for their footsteps, waiting for them to return to her. 
She always knew that her parents did not love her; but 
when she made her way back to the inn where they had 
stayed and learned that they had abandoned her, she 
realized that they not only did not love her; they hated 
her. Like her Lord who prayed for His executioners from 
the cross, saying, “Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do,” Margaret repaid hatred with love, and out-
rage with forgiveness. She never spoke a harsh word 
about the parents who had deserted her; instead she 
went on loving them and praying for them – and turned 
her mind to the business of surviving. In short, she put 
into practice these words of the prophet Isaiah: 

“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things 
of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wil-
derness and rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:18-19)

Anita More, O.P.L., is secretary of the Bl. Margaret of 
Castello Chapter, Boise

One of the deepest forms of poverty a person can experi-
ence is isolation. If we look closely at other kinds of pov-
erty, including material forms, we see that they are born 
from isolation, from not being loved or from difficulties in 
being able to love. Poverty is often produced by a rejec-
tion of God's love, by man's basic and tragic tendency to 
close in on himself, thinking himself to be self-sufficient 
or merely an insignificant and ephemeral fact, a 
“stranger” in a random universe. Man is alienated when 
he is alone, when he is detached from reality, when he 
stops thinking and believing in a foundation. All of hu-
manity is alienated when too much trust is placed in 
merely human projects, ideologies and false utopias. To-
day humanity appears much more interactive than in the 
past: this shared sense of being close to one another 
must be transformed into true communion. The develop-
ment of peoples depends, above all, on a recognition 
that the human race is a single family working together in 
true communion, not simply a group of subjects who hap-
pen to live side by side.

Caritas in veritate, Benedict XVI

Garden of Gethsemani
(Continued from page 27)
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There is nothing more important in life than teaching 
people about Jesus, and helping them to grow closer 
to him.

Cardinal John Foley

Maternal Presence In Blessed Bartolo Longo

When I wrote this article, I did not realize that a lay Do-
minican's life impacted others to have a greater devotion 
to Our Lady of the Rosary. One man, Blessed Bartolo 
Longo of Latiana, Italy, had an impact on my Dominican 
vocation. His mother, a devout Catholic taught him how to 
pray this special prayer, but she died when Bartolo was 
10 years old. Afterwards, he lost interest in the Catholic 
Church and geared towards Satanism as a young adult. 
He studied to be a Satanic priest celebrating rituals and 
ridiculing Catholics. Family and friends never lost hope in 
Bartolo and they continually prayed for him to come back 
to the Catholic faith. Troubled and confused, Bartolo 
needed advice from an old friend, Vincente Pope who 
then referred him to Fr. Alberto Radente, OP. Through 
spiritual direction, Bartolo studied the teachings of the 
Catholic Church and read writings of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
Eventually, Bartolo went to confession and prayed that he 
would be freed from Satanism. He became a Dominican 
tertiary on March 25, 1871 and took the name Brother 
Rosary because that was one of his favorite prayers that 
his mother taught him when he was a child. 

Bartolo dedicated his whole life to promoting Mary. He 
desired for others to understand and learn more about 
devotion to the Blessed Mother. He taught the prayer to 
the people of the Valley of Pompeii and was an organizer 
of special events and novenas. He started and assisted in 
building a shrine with the permission of the bishop in 
Pompeii. 

Bartolo searched for a painting of Our Lady to be dis-
played in the shrine. He had to find one painted in oils on 
wood or canvas that was acceptable according to Canon 
Law in the 19th century. He received an old replica of Our 
Lady from a nun and described it accordingly: 

“Not only was it worm-eaten, but the face of the 
Madonna was that of a coarse, rough country-
woman . . . a piece of canvas was missing just 
above her head . . . her mantle was cracked. 
Nothing can be said of the hideousness of the 
other figures. St. Dominic looked like a street id-
iot. To Our Lady's left was St. Rose [of Lima]. 
This latter I had changed into a St. Catherine of 
Siena . . . I hesitated whether to refuse the gift or 
to accept. I had promised a picture uncondition-
ally for that evening. I took it.”1

The painting arrived on November 13, 1875; people came 
to the shrine usually on this date in Pompeii to pray and 
ask for miracles. The painting kept being reproduced dur-
ing the late 1870s. The bishop then inquired Bartolo about 
building a new church. The construction started in 1876 
and was dedicated in 1887. It was given to the papacy in 
1894 and was designated as a Basilica in 1901 by Pope 
Leo XIII.   

He served the poor and orphans as he promised. He had 
fortitude in facing trials and gossip from others. Even 
though Bartolo was married to Mariana, the widowed 
Countess of Fusco, he remained celibate. He was exam-
ple of fighting the good fight, running the race and keep-
ing the faith (cf. 2 Tim 4:7). Bartolo Longo said in his last 
words: "My only desire is to see Mary who saved me and 
who will save me from the clutches of Satan." He desired 
"to die a true Dominican tertiary in the arms of the Queen 
of the Rosary with the assistance of my holy Father Saint 
Dominic and of my mother Saint Catherine of Siena." He 
died on October 5, 1926 and is buried in the crypt of the 
Rosary Basilica in Pompeii. He was beatified on October 
26, 1980 by Pope John Paul II who said in his homily dur-
ing the beatification ceremony: "Rosary in hand, Blessed 
Bartolo Longo says to each of us: 'Awaken your confi-
dence in the Most Blessed Virgin of the Rosary. Vener-
able Holy Mother, in You I rest all my troubles, all my trust 
and all my hope!'"

As a young adult and lay Dominican candidate, I am 
thankful for Blessed Bartolo Longo's testimony and exam-
ple to everyone.  Let us ask Our Lady of Rosary to lead 
us to a greater relationship with Jesus. 

Blessed Bartolo Longo, pray for us!

1. (http://www.catholictradition.org/Children/pompeii.htm). 

Eileen Bellamy is a candidate of the St. Albert the Great 
Chapter
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The following is a Homily preached by Msgr. Timothy 
Thorburn, vicar general of the Diocese of Lincoln, at the 
Carmel Of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph in Valparaiso, Ne-
braska.  The occasion was the first vows of Elizabeth, 
daughter of Randy and Karen Raetz O.P.L. of Holy Fam-
ily Chapter, Portland.

Seventh Day of Pentecost Octave
(Ember Saturday 6-6-09)
First Profession of Sr. Juanita de la Madre de Dios, OCD

"The Spirit breathes where He will, and you hear His 
voice but you do not know where He comes from or 
where He goes."  John 3:8, Communion Antiphon

One of the (many) lost virtues of our day is gratitude.  
With faxing, e-mail, "text messaging", and so on, people 
don't communicate in complete sentences anymore.  
They "blurt" phrases, and "thank you" so often goes un-
said.

We are coming to the end of the celebration of a series of 
the gifts of God.  We have liturgically observed our Lord's 
birth, passion, death, resurrection, ascension and the 
sending of the Holy Spirit.  After the sin of Adam and Eve, 
the Father did not throw us away, He chose to save us.  
But He didn't just choose to save us, He chose to send 
His Son to become one of us in the Incarnation.  But He 
didn't just choose to become one of us, He chose to heal 
us, as we heard in the Gospel.  But He didn't just choose 
to heal us, He chose to be rejected by us, to die, to rise, 
and not simply resuscitated as was Lazarus, but to as-
cend, on His own power, into heaven.  Then, from 
heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit, that we might receive all 
we need to accept the gift of His salvation won for us on 
the cross.

The Introit reminds us, "The charity of God is poured forth 
into our hearts!" (Romans 5).  How can we respond to this 
goodness of God?  How can we say "Thank you." to Him?  
We can return to Him what He gave us.  The lessons from 
Leviticus and Deuteronomy instruct, "You shall bring a 
sheaf of the first-fruits of your harvest."  For parents these 
"first fruits are their children, for they know that their chil-
dren are not their possession, but are loaned to them by 
God.

But how do we offer ourselves?  We listen, for a call, a 
"vocation".  A vocation is often seen as a "career choice."  
It is not that at all.  Rather it is a gift.  A gift of one's self to 
God in response to all that He has done for us.  Every 
one of us must find this vocation, i.e., the way God calls 
him to live in thanksgiving.  For most people, this vocation 
is Holy Matrimony.  A man and woman are faithful to God 
and each other.  By their faithfulness, they make Him pre-

sent in their household, to those around them, and extend 
His salvation to all who live in and visit their home.  For 
others, their vocation is the single life.  Many people, 
many saints, set aside their own desires to, for example, 
take care of aging parents.  For a few, our Lord gives a 
vocation to the priesthood or religious life. 

These latter vocations are greater than the others, not 
because those who choose them are necessarily better, 
but because in them the Lord invites the recipients to give 
themselves to Him entirely, in mind, heart, soul and body.  
So the profession of religious vows isn't just a "nice" thing, 
not just a career chosen by Elizabeth Raetz, not even the 
fruit of the offering and faithfulness of her parents, but 
ultimately it is the way the this mysterious Holy Spirit 
whispered to her the answer to the deepest question of 
her heart;  "How shall I give thanks?"  That answer?  "By 
the gift of your entire self, just as the good God gave Him-
self to you."

And this gift will bear fruit, unimaginable.  We thank God 
for His call to Sister Juanita, and we thank her for so gra-
ciously responding.

"The Spirit breathes where He will, and you hear His 
voice but you do not know where He comes from or 
where He goes."   Amen.

Vows of Religion: “The Spirit Breathes Where He Will”
Msgr. Timothy Thorburn
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The following is sung to the tune of "For All the Saints" 
and is lovely for any St. Dominic celebration

In Dominic, we claim to be
through all the world one family,
O praise God, Laudare!
A living heritage we share
Of study, common life and prayer,
Laudare, laudare!
Benedicere, bendicere! Praedicare!

To East and West, to South and North,
O sister, brothers, now go forth.
Be a blessing, benedicere!
Throughout the universe release
God's reign of justice, love and peace!
Laudare, laudare!
Benedicere, benedicere! Praedicare!

How beautiful upon the earth, 
The feet of those who bring God's word,
Preach the Gospel, Praedicare!
The path we walk is holy ground,
The word we speak a holy sound!
Laudare, laudare!
Benedicere, benedicere! Praedicare!

Ellen Logue O.P.L.

Queen of Angels, Los Angeles

The Queen of Angles Chapter, meeting at St. Dominic's 
Church in Eagle Rock on August 9, received the following 
professions:

Rita Martinez and Cora Lamila made Life Profession

Ernan Quito made his First Profession

Marshall Tavarez O.P.L.

St. Joseph, San Jose

St. Joseph Chapter Elected Frank Dirksen as the new 
chapter Treasurer.  Thank you so very much, I always 
look forward to and enjoy each issue of Truth Be Told.

Blessings to you on St. Dominic's Feast Day!

The San Jose Annual Diocesan Mass for the Laity of Reli-
gious Orders, will be held this year at St. John the Baptist 
Church in Milpitas, Ca., on Saturday, October 17, at 11:15 

From the Chapters

St. Albert the Great, Oakland

The St. Albert Chapter heard a presentation, followed by 
discussion on "Conflict Resolution" at the July meeting.  
The August meeting will be sharing a time of reflection 
with the Benicia Chapter as they have their annual retreat 
at St. Albert Priory the weekend of 14-16 August with Fr 
Bart de la Torre, OP, as retreat master.  Our chapter will 
hold elections at the September meeting.

Following is a prayer to St. Dominic that I found after a 
long search.  It is easy to find prayers honoring him but 
this one asks for his help:

Prayer to St. Dominic
Blessed Father Dominic, you converted the hearts of 
many to know and love God.  You led others to profess 
their faith as members of the Order of Preachers and as 
witnesses to Truth.
By your intercession, convert my heart to a deeper love of 
God and enable me to be a witness to Truth as God 
wants me to be.
Dependent on that intercession, help me to seek God's 
grace, love and trust to share with all whom I meet.
As you followed the path Our Lord set for you, so may I.  
Then we shall meet in Heaven to share fully in eternal life 
with God.
I ask your blessing on my life and help with _______ to 
bring me to Jesus the Lord in whose name we ask all 
things.  Amen.

At every meeting of the St. Albert Chapter, the meeting is 
closed with prayer for vocations:

Prayer for Vocations 
Lord Jesus Christ, moved by the greater need of priests, 
religious and apostles and following Your recommenda-
tions to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send laborers 
for the salvation of souls, we implore You through the in-
tercession of Your most holy Mother Mary, Virgin Im-
maculate and Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, and also 
through the intercession of Dominic, the holy patriarch, to 
increase the numbers of the Order of Preachers. 

Pour forth into families, colleges and seminaries the grace 
of the apostolic vocation, and enkindle in young hearts 
the sacred fire of love of God and souls, and guide them 
on the upward path of toil and purity that leads to the 
summits of truth.

As you, O Mary, Mother of Mercy, did long ago present 
your servant Dominic to Jesus so offer your sons and 
daughters to Him each day and make them worthy of their 
sublime mission.  Obtain for your Order faithful followers 
of its religious traditions, numerous apostles after the 
heart of their blessed Father Dominic, holy and zealous 
and true saviors of souls. Amen.

(Continued on next page)
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Holy Rosary, Portland

In addition to the correction I sent two weeks ago from our 
elections (Sandy Miller will be Ongoing Formation Direc-
tor and LPC Rep., not Cecelia Hoesly), here is the Holy 
Rosary Chapter news:

Holy Rosary Chapter, despite it's being a very hot day, 
had a successful picnic at Mary Halvorson's home on 
Sunday July 26. The council provided delicious chicken, 
strawberries and other goodies.

Beginning with the August 23 meeting we are studying 
Pope Benedict XVI's encyclical Spe Salvi (On Christian 
Hope). We also will be briefly reviewing a portion of the 
Western Dominican Province Particular Directory at each 
meeting.

Because September 5 falls on a holiday weekend (Labor 
Day) this year, we will offer suffrages for Deceased Do-
minican Benefactors on Saturday September 12 with 8:00 
a.m. Mass at Holy Rosary followed by the Office for the 
Dead and the rosary.

Mary Ann Colrud has been responsible for the calling 
committee for the past several years and will be turning 
the reigns over to the council members who will divide up 
the membership and make the reminder calls for meet-
ings and events as well as important chapter news and 
prayer requests.

From the Chapters
(continued from previous page)

am. Bishop Patrick John Mc Grath will be the celebrant as 
the laity gather to celebrate their vocation and service to 
the Church.  A light reception "with food brought to share" 
will follow in the church hall.  The church is located on S. 
Abel St. at Junipero St. The entrance to Pavalkis Hall is 
on 279 S. Main St.  The Church property can be entered 
from both streets.  All Dominican Laity and guests are 
welcomed.  If you plan to attend contact Bernadette K. 
Davison, OPL, Coordinator at (408) 356-2201 or 
bkd.opl@verizon.net

Alene Wilhelmi OPL

Bartolomeo de las Casas,  Costa Mesa

What a great Chapter Day we had this year in Costa 
Mesa California! The Bartolomeo de las Casas Chapter-
in-Formation Dominican Laity group was blessed to have 
Fr Antoninus Wall OP as our guest speaker. Fr Enrique 
Sera, our Spiritual Director, blessed us as three of our 
members made First Temporary Professed during the 
5:30pm Mass at Saint Joachims Church in Costa Mesa 
California. Our Dominican Laity representatives from the 
Queen of Angels Chapter in Los Angeles, Denise and 
Michael Harvey OPL, were present and officiated during 
the Profession. The three persons who made First Tem-
porary Professed are Natalie Janiec OPL, Cecilia 
Witchey OPL and Gerard (Jerry) Fay OPL.

Gerard (Jerry) Fay OPL

A Contemplative Pilgrimage to the Lands of Dominic
For the Dominican Laity of the WDP In the Spring of 2010

Dominican Father Bernhard Blankenhorn will lead up to 15 Dominican Laity of 
our province on a two-week pilgrimage to Toulouse, Fanjeaux and Caleruega 
from April 26 to May 8, 2010.  The low-key, retreat-like program includes lodg-
ing and meals at Dominican houses at all three sites.  The horarium includes 
daily Mass, Lauds, Vespers and Compline in common, as well as one or two 
conferences with Fr. Bernhard.  The schedule will allow generous time for rest, 
walks, personal prayer and study and conversations.  The main theme will be a 
historical and spiritual portrait of St. Dominic.  The projected price for the land 
package is $1575-$2150, depending on the number of participants, plus airfare 
($1100-1300).  Registration is capped at 15 pilgrims, first-come, first-served.

For inquiries, please contact the pilgrimage coordinator, Sr. Jane Comerford, 
CSJ, at pilgrimages@earthlink.net, or call her at 509-868-1683.

Fr. Bernhard Blankenhorn, OP has served as parochial vicar at Blessed Sacrament Parish in Seattle, where he 
taught regularly in the adult faith formation program.  He is currently writing a dissertation on the mystical theology of 
St. Albert the Great and St. Thomas Aquinas at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland.  Texts and/or audio files of 
his previous lectures on St. Dominic and Dominican Spirituality are available at http://www.blessed-sacrament.org/
formation.html.

(Continued on next page)
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On August 12, we had the privi-
lege of hosting a joint presenta-
tion on the natural law, given by 
Mary Meade OPL and David 
Javidian OPL, both visiting 
Idaho from Washington, D.C.  
Mary spoke about her 20 years 
of service in an effective apos-
tolate for the saving of troubled 
marriages, and David presented a study of how natural 
law shapes the new encyclical Caritas in Veritate. Many 
thanks to Mary and David for delivering these talks as 
well as to St. Mark Church in Boise for providing a room 
at short notice.

Mike Turner OPL

Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento

The Mary Mother of the Eucharist chapter in formation 
thanks the Holy Spirit for a summer of abundant bless-
ings. 

Five members of our chapter traveled to Oakland, Califor-
nia on August 8th to celebrate St. Dominic’s feast with the 
friars of St. Albert’s Priory. These wonderful men of God 
overwhelmed us with their warm welcomes and joyful 
hearts.  We enjoyed several hours of Dominican commu-
nity, including a delicious lamb dinner.  Thank you to Fr. 
Prior Gerald Buckley, OP, Fr. Michael Morris, OP, and 
to all the friars present for sharing the Holy Spirit with us 
that evening.  He truly blessed us that night.

After hearing the suggestions offered at the June meeting 
of the LPC, we refocused our meeting schedule and 
moved all chapter business to the council meetings, leav-
ing our monthly chapter meetings for prayer, study, and 
Dominican community-building.

First Saturdays of each month (in honor of the Blessed 
Mother):
 8am:  Matins and Lauds inside Holy Family Church, 

Citrus Heights, CA
 8:30am:  Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, followed by the 

Dominican Rosary inside the church
 Community sharing, ongoing formation, and Domini-

can formation inside the parish hall

Our chapter anticipates a wonderful new year of growing 
together in the Faith and continuing to nurture Dominican 
vocations.   This year’s ongoing formation examines the 
role of the laity within the Church according to the Second 

From the Chapters
(continued from previous page)

Margaret Fuleki has been in charge of organizing people 
to bring refreshments to meetings and will continue this 
responsibility but is asking for one volunteer at each 
meeting to sign up to bring refreshments to the next meet-
ing. Becky Lewis will continue to bring coffee.

In the last issue it was incorrectly reported that Cecelia 
Hoesly was elected to Formation Director and LPC repre-
sentative; Sandy Miller was elected to these positions.

Roberta Powell OPL

Holy Trinity, Phoenix

Holy Trinity Chapter had its annual retreat Aug 7-9, 2009 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Monastery in Phoenix, AZ.  
The retreat was lead by Fr James Thompson OP, the 
intermediate director of the Newman Center at ASU.  The 
topic was "Who Wrote the Book of Love?" and was a 
study of the Song of Songs.

During Morning Prayer on Aug 8, 2009, the feast day of 
St Dominic, we held our Reception/Profession Ceremony.  
Karen Kelly was Received into the Order.  Katie Gillen, 
OPL and Sylvia Barela, OPL renewed their temporary 
promises.  Sandy LaChance OPL and Brian White OPL 
made their life professions.

We will start our regular meetings on Sept 12, 2009 and 
will have a guest speaker, Karen Woods OPL, who will 
speak to us about what it means to be a Dominican in the 
21st Century.

Brian White OPL

Blessed Margaret of Castello, Boise

Blessed Margaret of Castello Chapter held its 5th annual 
"St. Mary Magdalene" retreat on Friday evening and Sat-
urday, July 17/18 at the chapter house in Homedale, 
Idaho.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament was offered 
through the night and into the morning, concluding with 
Holy Mass celebrated by Fr Flores, pastor of Our Lady of 
the Valley Church in Caldwell. Homedale is part of the 
geographically large Caldwell parish, and we are deeply 
grateful to God and to Father Flores for his cordial and 
enthusiastic support.  After Mass, the chapter completed 
its study of Pope Pius XII's encyclical Mystici Corporis 
Christi with a discussion of its exhortation to love of the 
church. This was followed by a discussion of the chapter's 
vision for the future of the property in Homedale.

(Continued on next page)
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After the Life Professions, a joyous dinner was had by all 
in the St. Albert’s Dining Room.  Following dinner, the joy 
continued over wine and snacks in a meeting room up-
stairs.  We also enjoyed another game of “Dominican 
Trivia” brought to us by our own “Alex Tribeck”, Roger 
Bueno.

All of those Life Professed thought the Life Profession 
ceremony was solemnly and beautifully planned by Fr 
Bart.  What felt especially significant was when the candi-
dates Prostrated themselves before the altar.

All the Professed feel the Life Profession has made a 
special imprint themselves.  James Werder, OPL, proba-
bly best summed it up this way:  “We’ve only just begun to 
live as Lay Dominicans.  The Life Profession was very 
powerful; the effects are gradually starting to sink in.  To 
live according to the “Rule” of St. Dominic until death.  I 
will try to make my life a prayer, and offer it to God”.

Stephen Naratil, OPL

From the Chapters
(continued from previous page)

Vatican Council and Pope John Paul II.  Our Dominican 
formation centers on the Beatitudes as explained by Pope 
Benedict XVI and exemplified by the life of Bl. Pier Gior-
gio Frassati.

Our new chapter officers for the 2009-2010 year include 
Phyllis Sale, Prioress/Moderator, Andrea Nafrada, 
Treasurer, Jenny Patten Gargiulo, Secretary, Fr. Bren-
dan McAnerny OP, Religious Assistant/Formation Direc-
tor, Catherine Liberatore, Assistant Formation Director.

Our chapter anticipates a wonderful new year of growing 
together in our beautiful Catholic Faith and continuing to 
nurture Dominican vocations.  This year will include a 
weekend-long retreat with the nearby Modesto chapter, to 
be held at the Mercy Retreat Center in Auburn, CA in 
January 2010. Thank you, Fr. Emmerich Vogt OP, Prior 
Provincial for the Western Dominican Province, for agree-
ing to serve as our retreat master; we are truly honored 
and blessed to have you.

If anyone is ever in the Sacramento area on a first Satur-
day morning, please drop by our meeting.  We’d love to 
meet you.

Holy Father Saint Dominic, pray for us.  Blessed Mother 
Mary, guide and protect us.

Catherine Liberatore, OPL

St. Monica, Benicia

On August 15, 2009, on the Feast of the Assumption of 
the Our Blessed Mother, eight founding members of the 
St. Monica Chapter were Life Professed at St. Albert Pri-
ory, in Oakland, CA.  Those Life Professed were:  Jane 
Magnan, Fran Shoup, Jackie Klare, Dick Miller, John 
McAfee, Jim Werder, Roger Bueno, and Stephen Na-
ratil.

Fr Bart de la Torre concelebrated the Life Profession 
with Fr Dominic Briese.  Gloria Escalones, OPL (St. 
Albert Chapter) received the Life Profession of Stephen 
Naratil, the Moderator/Prior of St. Monica.  Once Life Pro-
fessed himself, Stephen received the Life Professions of 
his brother and sisters.

The families of all the Life Professed were present for this 
holy and joyous occasion, along with most members of 
the St. Monica Chapter, as well as members from St. Al-
bert Chapter, and St. Rose of Lima Chapter (Antioch).  
Also present, which made the Professions even more 
special, were some visiting Dominicans from the Prov-
ince, as well as some student brothers.
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Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.opl@gmail.com

2711 Lancaster Dr.
Boise, ID 83702

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first day of each bimonthly period, by 
email and on the website (http://laydominicanswest/
newsletter).  Deadline for contributions is one week 
before the end of the month (but preferably by the 15th 
of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

“Lord Jesus Christ, God and Man, my Creator and my 
Savior, I am extremely sorry and sensibly grieved for 
having offended Thee, because Thou art what Thou art, 
and Because I love Thee above all things. My God, who 
art the Spouse of my soul, and all the joy of my heart, I 
desire, but I desire it with all the powers of my soul, to 
love Thee with a very perfect love, with a very efficacious 
love, with a very sincere ineffable love, the greatest that 
a creature can have for her God, with an incomprehensi-
ble love, with a love resolute and invincible in difficulties; 
in a word, I desire to love Thee in heaven. Even more, O 
God of my heart, of my life, and all the joy of my soul, I 
desire to love Thee; as far as I am capable of it, as much 
as the Blessed Virgin, Thy Mother and my sweet Lady, 
loves Thee. Oh, Salvation of my soul! I desire to love 
Thee as Thou lovest Thyself. Oh, my sweet Jesus! May I 
burn with the fire of Thy divine love! May it consume me, 
and make of my soul a holocaust to Thy glory.”

From The Life of Saint Rose of Lima, Text from the Fr. Faber 
translation, Peter F. Cunningham, fourth edition, 1855 

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort


