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Fra Angelico Adoration of the Magi

Peace: God’s gift and the fruit of human effort 

3. Peace concerns the human person as a 
whole, and it involves complete commitment. 
It is peace with God through a life lived ac-
cording to his will. It is interior peace with one-
self, and exterior peace with our neighbors 
and all creation. Above all, as Blessed John 
XXIII wrote in his Encyclical Pacem in Terris, 
whose fiftieth anniversary will fall in a few 
months, it entails the building up of a coexis-
tence based on truth, freedom, love and jus-
tice.[2] The denial of what makes up the true 
nature of human beings in its essential dimen-
sions, its intrinsic capacity to know the true 
and the good and, ultimately, to know God 
himself, jeopardizes peacemaking. Without 
the truth about man inscribed by the Creator 
in the human heart, freedom and love become 
debased, and justice loses the ground of its 
exercise. 

To become authentic peacemakers, it is fun-
damental to keep in mind our transcendent 
dimension and to enter into constant dialogue 
with God, the Father of mercy, whereby we 
implore the redemption achieved for us by his 
only-begotten Son. In this way mankind can 
overcome that progressive dimming and rejec-
tion of peace which is sin in all its forms: self-
ishness and violence, greed and the will to 
power and dominion, intolerance, hatred and 
unjust structures. 

The attainment of peace depends above all on 
recognizing that we are, in God, one human 
family. This family is structured, as the Encyc-
lical Pacem in Terris taught, by interpersonal 
relations and institutions supported and ani-

Blessed Are the Peacemakers
Benedict XVI

“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena

Continued on page 2)
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Peace
(Continued from page 1)

transcendent. Life in its fullness is 
the height of peace. Anyone who 
loves peace cannot tolerate attacks 
and crimes against life.

Those who insufficiently value hu-
man life and, in consequence, sup-
port among other things the liberali-
zation of abortion, perhaps do not 
realize that in this way they are pro-
posing the pursuit of a false peace. 
The flight from responsibility, which 

degrades human persons, and even more so the killing of 
a defenseless and innocent being, will never be able to 
produce happiness or peace. Indeed how could one claim 
to bring about peace, the integral development of peoples 
or even the protection of the environment without defend-
ing the life of those who are weakest, beginning with the 
unborn. Every offence against life, especially at its begin-
ning, inevitably causes irreparable damage to develop-
ment, peace and the environment. Neither is it just to in-
troduce surreptitiously into legislation false rights or free-
doms which, on the basis of a reductive and relativistic 
view of human beings and the clever use of ambiguous 
expressions aimed at promoting a supposed right to abor-
tion and euthanasia, pose a threat to the fundamental 
right to life. 

There is also a need to acknowledge and promote the 
natural structure of marriage as the union of a man and a 
woman in the face of attempts to make it juridically 
equivalent to radically different types of union; such at-
tempts actually harm and help to destabilize marriage, 
obscuring its specific nature and its indispensable role in 
society. 

These principles are not truths of faith, nor are they sim-
ply a corollary of the right to religious freedom. They are 
inscribed in human nature itself, accessible to reason and 
thus common to all humanity. The Church’s efforts to pro-
mote them are not therefore confessional in character, but 
addressed to all people, whatever their religious affiliation. 
Efforts of this kind are all the more necessary the more 
these principles are denied or misunderstood, since this 
constitutes an offence against the truth of the human per-
son, with serious harm to justice and peace. 

Consequently, another important way of helping to build 
peace is for legal systems and the administration of jus-
tice to recognize the right to invoke the principle of consci-
entious objection in the face of laws or government meas-
ures that offend against human dignity, such as abortion 
and euthanasia. 

One of the fundamental human rights, also with reference 
to international peace, is the right of individuals and com-

mated by a communitarian “we”, 
which entails an internal and external 
moral order in which, in accordance 
with truth and justice, reciprocal 
rights and mutual duties are sin-
cerely recognized. Peace is an order 
enlivened and integrated by love, in 
such a way that we feel the needs of 
others as our own, share our goods 
with others and work throughout the 
world for greater communion in spiri-
tual values. It is an order achieved in 
freedom, that is, in a way consistent with the dignity of 
persons who, by their very nature as rational beings, take 
responsibility for their own actions.[3]

Peace is not a dream or something utopian; it is possible. 
Our gaze needs to go deeper, beneath superficial appear-
ances and phenomena, to discern a positive reality which 
exists in human hearts, since every man and woman has 
been created in the image of God and is called to grow 
and contribute to the building of a new world. God him-
self, through the incarnation of his Son and his work of 
redemption, has entered into history and has brought 
about a new creation and a new covenant between God 
and man (cf. Jer 31:31-34), thus enabling us to have a 
“new heart” and a “new spirit” (cf. Ez 36:26). 

For this very reason the Church is convinced of the ur-
gency of a new proclamation of Jesus Christ, the first and 
fundamental factor of the integral development of peoples 
and also of peace. Jesus is indeed our peace, our justice 
and our reconciliation (cf. Eph 2:14; 2 Cor 5:18). The 
peacemaker, according to Jesus’ beatitude, is the one 
who seeks the good of the other, the fullness of good in 
body and soul, today and tomorrow. 

From this teaching one can infer that each person and 
every community, whether religious, civil, educational or 
cultural, is called to work for peace. Peace is principally 
the attainment of the common good in society at its differ-
ent levels, primary and intermediary, national, interna-
tional and global. Precisely for this reason it can be said 
that the paths which lead to the attainment of the common 
good are also the paths that must be followed in the pur-
suit of peace. 

Peacemakers are those who love, defend and promote 
life in its fullness 

4. The path to the attainment of the common good and to 
peace is above all that of respect for human life in all its 
many aspects, beginning with its conception, through its 
development and up to its natural end. True peacemak-
ers, then, are those who love, defend and promote human 
life in all its dimensions, personal, communitarian and 

(Continued on next page)
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line down the middle of this country and say; all those 
who believe in abortion, “gay marriage” and euthanasia 
on one side and all those who don’t on the other, I think 
the numbers would favor the former.  Many would be 
Christians.

This brings us to the atheists.  The atheists and agnostics 
have done a remarkable job in silencing Christianity.  It 
really should give us cause for concern when those who 
have faith in “nothing” show greater zeal than those who 
have faith in Jesus.  A giant poster in Times Square 
makes the point best.  The top half shows a picture of 
Santa with the caption “Keep the Merry”, and the bottom 
half shows Jesus on the Cross with the caption “Lose the 
Myth”.  Literally, millions of people walk or drive by it.  
Some of them must be Christians, yet the poster remains.

It seems that the Body of Christ has either lost its faith, 
compromised its faith, or is simply unwilling to speak out 
on behalf of its faith.  Jesus warns us of the conse-
quences to this lack of fidelity.  In Revelation 3:16 Jesus 
says, “So because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor 
cold, I will spit you out of my mouth”; and again in Luke 
14:34-35, “Salt is good but if salt itself loses its taste, with 
what can its flavor be restored? It is fit neither for the soil 
nor for the manure pile”; once again in Matthew 10:33, 
“But whoever denies me before others, I will deny before 

(Continued on next page)

Praised be Jesus!

fundamental for the full realization of other rights and du-
ties, starting with those which are civil and political. 

One of the social rights and duties most under threat to-
day is the right to work. The reason for this is that labor 
and the rightful recognition of workers’ juridical status are 
increasingly undervalued, since economic development is 
thought to depend principally on completely free markets. 
Labor is thus regarded as a variable dependent on eco-
nomic and financial mechanisms. In this regard, I would 
reaffirm that human dignity and economic, social and po-
litical factors, demand that we continue “to prioritize the 
goal of access to steady employment for everyone.”[4] If 
this ambitious goal is to be realized, one prior condition is 
a fresh outlook on work, based on ethical principles and 
spiritual values that reinforce the notion of work as a fun-
damental good for the individual, for the family and for 
society. Corresponding to this good are a duty and a right 
that demand courageous new policies of universal em-
ployment. 

Pope Benedict XVI, for the celebration of the 
World day of Peace, January 2013 (Link)

munities to religious freedom. At this stage in history, it is 
becoming increasingly important to promote this right not 
only from the negative point of view, as freedom from –
for example, obligations or limitations involving the free-
dom to choose one’s religion – but also from the positive 
point of view, in its various expressions, as freedom for –
for example, bearing witness to one’s religion, making its 
teachings known, engaging in activities in the educational, 
benevolent and charitable fields which permit the practice 
of religious precepts, and existing and acting as social 
bodies structured in accordance with the proper doctrinal 
principles and institutional ends of each. Sadly, even in 
countries of long-standing Christian tradition, instances of 
religious intolerance are becoming more numerous, espe-
cially in relation to Christianity and those who simply wear 
identifying signs of their religion. 

Peacemakers must also bear in mind that, in growing sec-
tors of public opinion, the ideologies of radical liberalism 
and technocracy are spreading the conviction that eco-
nomic growth should be pursued even to the detriment of 
the state’s social responsibilities and civil society’s net-
works of solidarity, together with social rights and duties. 
It should be remembered that these rights and duties are 

Translations
(Continued from previous page)

On October 11, 2012 Pope Benedict XVI declared a Year 
of Faith.  On November 6, 2012 the faithful re-elected 
Obama.  2013 then, is sure to echo Jesus’ question, “But 
when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on 
earth?” (Luke 18:8)

Simply put, the faithful have lost their faith.  By and large, 
they have succumbed to the ideologies of our times and 
no longer recognize the truth.  In fact, when the truth is 
presented to them, they often react to it with hostility.  For 
example, those who won’t vote for “gay marriage” are 
called “haters”.  This frame of mind isn’t reserved for the 
ignorant and uneducated.  On the contrary, the real prob-
lem is that this is the mindset of the so-called “A’ list of 
our society.  I recall one incident when my husband and I 
were at a gathering and someone brought up the issue of 
“rights”.  Instantly, an attractive and successful woman in 
her mid forties exclaimed that the “haters” were trying to 
destroy our freedom.  She went on to explain that she’s 
convinced her eight year old son is gay and she is doing 
everything she can to foster his “true self”.  This woman is 
a district state attorney.  Another woman enthusiastically 
concurred.  She is a judge.  Both consider themselves to 
be faith-filled people; one is Jewish, the other a Christian.

Unfortunately, these women are not alone in their think-
ing.  In fact, I would dare to say that if we were to draw a 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/peace/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20121208_xlvi-world-day-peace_en.html
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ond place.  On the contrary, 
preaching without contemplation 
has the potential for disaster.  In-
deed, we are called to preach from 
the fruits of our contemplation.  
Think of it like this; each time we 
spend time alone with God in con-
templation, we receive a piece of 
fruit.  We gather these fruits, place 
them in a basket and share them 
with others.  If we don’t contem-
plate then we have no fruits, and all 
we end up doing is swinging an 
empty basket at people.  That 
rarely works.  Rather, give them a 
piece of fruit. One that is sweet that 
they can chew on.  The Holy Spirit 
will do the rest.

2013 will give us plenty of opportu-
nity to preach our faith. Let us live, 
contemplate and preach our faith 
well.   While we may not be able to 

answer Jesus’ resounding question “When the Son of 
Man comes, will He find faith?”, we can at least say with 
St. Paul:  “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith”.

May God Bless you with many graces in this New Year,

Yours in Jesus and St. Dominic,

Denise Harvey
Vice President

my heavenly Father’.  These pas-
sages (and there are many more 
on the subject) fly in the face of the 
catch phrases we so often hear 
such as, “I don’t want to offend 
anyone”, or “This is my truth and 
that’s their truth”, and yet again, “I 
don’t want to push my beliefs on 
someone else”.  Push beliefs, no.  
Preach beliefs, definitely.  

This brings us to the Dominicans.  
The Year of Faith brings us a won-
derful opportunity to examine our 
personal commitment to the faith.  
We can ask ourselves some hon-
est and pointed questions such as, 
have I compromised my faith in any 
way by not adhering to the teach-
ings of the Church?  Am I willing to 
witness to my faith in the public 
square? Do I fulfill my daily prom-
ises as a Lay Dominican?  Do I 
make time for contemplation? 

Contemplation is at the root of our vocation.  Although we 
are called the Order of Preachers, we must never forget 
that we are first and foremost contemplative.  St. Dominic 
was a member of the Canons Regular which is a contem-
plative order. The preaching aspect was an addition to the 
contemplative foundation, which responded to the heresy 
at the time, and distinguished the vocation.  St. Dominic 
never abandoned contemplation, nor did he put it in sec-

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic,

A blessed New Year to you all!

Over the Christmas Holiday, I received some disturbing 
news regarding a scam that seems specifically focused 
on the Dominican Laity.  One of our Boise members re-
ceived a telephone call from someone identifying himself 
as a Lay Dominican and referencing the name of the 
Eastern Province president in an attempt to secure 
“emergency” monies to attend a funeral.  Somehow, a 
person or persons has obtained a fairly extensive list of 
Lay Dominicans and their provincial structures; how this 
happened I don’t know, but the person or persons operat-
ing this scam are using the names of real Dominicans and 
provide return phone numbers that either don’t work or do 

not belong to the persons whose names are being used 
fraudulently.

A similar attempt was made in California using three 
names:  the chapter’s prior, our Provincial Promoter’s, as 
well as my own.   This has been going on all over the 
country but especially in the Eastern Province, at least 
two dozen times of which I’m aware, though the story 
changes slightly.  Sometimes the person simply has no 
money, sometimes it’s an emergency, and sometimes the 
caller has been the victim of a crime.  But, always, the 
caller uses real names, perhaps taken from provincial 
web sites.

There are a couple of things I should mention in this re-
gard.  First, sometimes people’s needs are real.  If you 

From the President

(Continued on next page)

Praised be Jesus
(Continued from previous page)
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receive such a call involving the names of folks in this 
province or others and you’re concerned about the call’s 
legitimacy feel free to contact me and I will assist you in 
tracking down the real facts.  Second, we do NOT main-
tain a provincial database online – and won’t per many 
members’ requests – so contact information is being har-
vested from other sources, maybe from individual chapter 
websites.

President
(Continued from previous page)

This has been a year of profound changes at many levels. 
Ellen Logue, Barry McQuillan, and Karen Woods, three 
dear lay Dominicans whom I have had the pleasure of 
knowing and working with through the LPC have passed 
on to their just rewards, and I pray and hope to meet up 
with them in the company of our Lord one day in the 
Lord’s good time.  For me personally, entering the voca-
tion of marriage has initiated a host of changes which 
come as a delightful and unexpected surprise at this time 
in my life, so close to retirement!  I’m sure you’ve heard 
the old joke, “If you want to make God laugh, tell Him your 
plans.” Yes, I told God my plans, and I can only assume 
He enjoyed the laugh as He made known His plans!  Deo 
gratia.  

Then there is the change in our nation we prayed for, but 
instead we are confronted with more of the brand of 
‘change’ promised by our president prior to his first elec-
tion.  One has to wonder if he realizes his part in helping 
make us saints? I suspect we are approaching that time 
when we will have to ‘fish or cut bait’, in the sense of 

standing in witness to our faith, of folding under the pres-
sure (as Gonzaga University has done).  Although our 
lives are not at threat, for many, livelihoods are threat-
ened; whole Catholic institutions are threatened. Will we 
individually and corporately withstand the challenge when 
faith seems so weak?

I have little difficulty understanding why the Holy Father 
has proclaimed a “Year of Faith” with the goal of rekin-
dling a living faith.  The faith Jesus brings raises individu-
als, groups, and nations above the inhumanity character-
istic of pagan belief; the certain knowledge of our shared 
kinship and sonship, united as sons of God and brothers 
in Christ, results in a world where Love has the upper 
hand, a contrast to the pagan world, where gods are men 
and men are gods, making life and death decisions one 
for another. Yes, we have descended into neo-pagan 
times, where myth and lies triumph over the truth of faith 
and reason.  There is much to witness to.

Mark Gross, Editor

Anyway, please be guided accordingly and prayers for a 
blessed and prosperous New Year, 2013.

In St. Dominic,
Tony Galati
President, Lay Provincial Council

From the Peace and Justice Promoter

This past November, a new apostolate of the Idaho-based 
Blessed Margaret of Castello Chapter started in Moscow, 
Idaho, the home of the University of Idaho.   The new 
ministry is called the University Student Dominican Insti-
tute [USDI].  On November 3, 2012 at St. Augustine’s 
Catholic Church located on the University campus, about 
40 adults and young men and women students gathered 
at a retreat.  As there are no Dominican friars in Idaho, Fr. 
Caleb Vogel, pastor of St. Augustine’s collaborated with 
the Lay Dominicans and three sisters from the Sacra-
mento home of the Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucha-
rist Congregation.   The retreat included five lay Domini-
cans plus the newly life professed lay Dominican, Mrs. 
Lydia Brown, OP.  The focus of the retreat was on voca-
tions for young women in the religious life.  Many women 
consulted with the sisters about the Dominican life and 

charism.  It was a time of fellowship but also a time for 
serious reflection and prayer.   

The focus of the USDI as a student apostolate is for adult 
lay Dominicans to work with students in catechesis and 
formation in Dominican spirituality.   The Chapter’s thanks 
go to Fr. Caleb Vogel and the three Dominican sisters for 
their lively and relevant presentations and for their won-
derful ministries to the Church.  The Chapter appreciates 
the generous gift from Mrs. Lydia Brown, OP, and her 
husband, Dr. John Brown that underwrote the trip ex-
penses of the Dominican sisters to the USDI retreat at St. 
Augustine’s. 

John Keenan, 
Peace and Justice Promoter

From the Editor
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(Continued on next page)

Fr. Vincent Serpa, OP (Provincial Promoter), Tony Galati, 
(Lay Provincial Council President) and I attended the Do-
minican Laity Inter-Provincial Council (DLIPC) meeting 
October 11-14, 2012. The meeting was hosted by the 
Eastern Province at the Dominican House of Studies 
(DHS) in Washington, D.C.  All of the provinces were rep-
resented in the meeting, including:

Eastern (Province of St. Joseph): 
 Ms. Marianne Jablonski (Philadelphia, PA)
 Mrs. Ann Devine (Shandy Side, MD)
 Rev. Darren M. Pierre, OP (New York, NY)

Southern (Province of St. Martin d Porres):
 Bruce Trigo (Destrehan, LA) -- alternate
 Rev. John Lydon, OP (New Orleans, LA)

Central (Province of St. Albert the Great):
 Ms Karen Sabourin (Howell, MI)
 Dr. Jill O'Brien (Chicago, IL)
 Rev. Richrd Litzau, OP (Albuquerque, NM)

From the DLIPC Representative
DLIPC Meeting Report

Canada (Province of St. Dominic):
 Ms Christine Husson (Laval, QC)
 Ms Conchita Bambilla (Vancouver, BC)

ICLDF (International Council of Lay Dominican Fraterni-
ties):
 Bruce Trigo (Destrehan LA) - North American Dele-

gate
 Rev. David Kammler, OP (Rome, ITALY) - Promoter 

General of the Dominican Laity

The meeting began at 5:30 PM on Thursday, October 11, 
with Matins and Vespers in the DHS Chapel. This was 
followed by dinner in St Joseph Hall. After dinner we con-
vened for an evening session, which focused on abbrevi-
ated reports from the represented provinces.

Ms Marianne Jablonski, Eastern Province President, pre-
sided as moderator for the meeting. She identified the 
following topics for this DLIPC conference:
 Development of Inter-Provincial Groups/Chapters
 Cyber Chapters
 Problematic Chapters/Members
 Three Works Groups: Revise DLIPC Mission/Vision 

Statement; Governance Structure; and Finance

Before assigning the Work Groups, she shared the 
“mission” statement for the DLIPC. It was developed after 
the “Can-Am” phase of the group and before the develop-
ment of the International Congress/Council of Lay Domini-
can Fraternities (ICLDF).

That Mission Statement said: Claiming our mission as 
preachers, with Dominic as our inspiration, the Dominican 
Inter-Provincial Council (DLIPC) convenes to promote 
and clarify the distinct charism of non-conventual but per-
manently professed members of the Dominican Order. 
Through dialogue and sharing of ideas and resources, we 
assist one another in areas such as the formation process 
and organizational concerns. We do this while respecting 
and encouraging the diversity and uniqueness of each 
province. We also participate in a collaborative way with 
other branches and organizations of the Dominican Fam-
ily.

I suggested that instead of breaking such a small body 
into three workgroups we discuss the identified topics as 
one group and I proposed the following in substitution for 
some form of “statutes” (Given the informal nature of the 
body). 

After a full discussion the following Guidelines were tenta-
tively adopted as the DLIPC’s operating principles. The 
official version will come in the pending notes or minutes 
from the meeting, which will be approved by the DLIPC 
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DLIPC
(Continued from previous page)

(Continued on next page)

members. (Those notes have not been received as of this 
writing. Therefore the following represents my notes only 
and are, at this point, advisory.) The draft guidelines are 
at the end of this report.

Meeting Highlights included:
 Thursday - Matins, Vespers, Compline 
 Friday –Mass in the National Basilica of the Immacu-

late Conception; Holy Hour and Compline to start the 
“Year of Faith”; tour of the Pontifical Faculty/Library of 
DHS Vespers in DHS Chapel 

 Saturday – Mass/Lauds in the Dominican House of 
Studies (DHS) Chapel; Tour of the National Shrine

 Sunday – Mass/Lauds at DHS Chapel and Brunch 
with Friars. (No meeting)

Address from the Promoter General
 Greetings from the Master who asked for prayers    of 

support while attending synod of evangelization.
 Developments & trends

 Increasing awareness of the apostolic nature of 
our calling in the place of Dominican Family.

 Mutual esteem and respect developing within 
the different aspects of Order. Master ... let us 
concentrate the commonalities. Difficulties when 
lack of mutual trust. 

 Increasing consciousness of mutual collabora-
tion. Cooperation is increasing, including interna-
tional levels. Master called international council 
of Dominican Family including sisters, nuns, fri-
ars, laity, secular institutes ... 2014 celebration of 
Jubilee ... focus on laity

 Improve/reform formation. In future would be 
helped to share formation materials across prov-
inces/regions. Information should include official 
documents of the Church. 

Report from International Council of Dominican Lay Fra-
ternities Representative – B. Trigo

 Before the General Chapter two years ago the Master 
asked the international council to review petitions 
from around the world and provide recommendations. 

 ICLDF has a website: http://frat.op.org
 We have been influenced by actions of the Interna-

tional Council; which recommended consistency of 
terminology and formation programs, as well as  the 
2014 Jubilee Year of the Laity.

 The ICDLF recommends the DLIPC develop its own 
statutes. (The DLIPC subsequently determined that 
the development of “guidelines” was more appropri-
ate.)

 ICLDF was formed in 2007; it holds a Congress every 
ten years, the next one scheduled for 2017.

 Recommendation that invitation be extended to at-
tend Provincial Council Meetings. (Some discussion 
of attendance by video conferencing.) 

 ICLDF is limited in scope, can suggest but not rule. 

(At one point Bruce Trigo, North American Delegate to the 
ICDLF made a point of “awkward” nomenclature for the 
DLIPC, to wit, 
 ICLDF – International Congress/Council of Lay Do-

minican Fraternities
 ECLDF – European Council …
 APCLDF – Asia/Pacific …
 COFALC – Latin America (Consejo de las Fraterni-

dades Dominicanas de America Latina y el Caribe)
 ALCLDF – African Council …
 DLIPC – Dominican Laity Inter-Provincial Council 

(Although the acronym is inconsistent with most other 
regions, it was pointed out that the U.S. and Canada 
does not constitute all of North America. It was 
agreed by the DLIPC to take no action regarding the 
council’s name and acronym.)

Report from Provinces:  Successes/Challenges – Dele-
gates & Promoters
 Canada — OPL not known throughout Christian com-

munities. 
 Central — http://www.laydominicancentral.org ... in-

crease in web site activities. E-news letter Contem-
pata. Virtual lay Dominican Communities. Quarterly 
in-person meetings. 

 South — Provincial Blog Tourch of Truth. Raleigh 
Chapter program of Holy Preaching.  Dominican Pri-
ory in Irving. August 8, 2014 Congress at University of 
Dallas.  http://www.op.org.au

 East — websites http://www.angelicwarfare.org and 
http://laydominicans.org,  E-Illuminate. Bookstore Ter-
cia Pars.

http://frat.op.org
http://www.laydominicancentral.org
http://www.op.org.au
http://www.angelicwarfare.org
http://laydominicans.org,
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(Continued on next page)

 West — website http://laydominicanswest.org and 
Truth be Told newsletter. Formation materials and 
other reference materials on website.

Presentation – Lazaro Gomez, Lay President, Central 
America
 CARMEXCA ... Caribian, Mexico, Central America
 Description of the apostolates of different chapters in 

Mexico and Central America. Very active with stu-
dents, teaching to farm, summer school, prolife, help-
ing separated families (from deportation). 

Lazaro Humberto Gomez Gutierrez
Ave. LaJunta 2304
Col. Industrial
Chihuahua, Chih. Mexico
CP 31304
lazarogomez.op@hotmail.com

DLIPC GUIDELINES

WHAT IS THE DLIPC?
 Representatives from the five North American Prov-

inces
 Provincial President, DLIPC Representative, and Pro-

moter from each U.S./Canada province and Interna-
tional Council of Dominican Lay Fraternities (ICDLF) 
North American Representative

 ICLDF Representative (and Provincial Promoters) 
have voice, but not vote.

 Guests are invited to DLIPC meetings at the invitation 
of the hosting province.

WHAT DOES THE DLIPC DO?
 Discuss issues/concerns of mutual interest, e.g., ini-

tial/continuing formation; changes in community life/
membership; internet presence; challenges in New 
Evangelization

 Where possible make recommendations addressing 
issues/concerns of mutual interest to the provinces.

 Identify resources/opportunities to support each 
other’s provinces/chapters (e.g., shared internet sites; 
e-newsletters; formation materials).

 Select the NA delegate to the ICDLF
 Is a representative of one of the five NA prov-

inces.
 Life promises.
 Serves one 3-year term
 Attends ICLDF meetings at ICDLF expense.
 Describes ICDLF recommendations/actions to 

DLIPC.
 Attends DLIPC meetings at home province (i.e., 

the  province from which the ICDLF representa-
tive) expense.

 Provides for ongoing communication between the 
ICDLF and DLIPC

 Fairly represents the interests/positions of the 
DLIPC and ICDLF and reverse.

 Takes provincial assessments from provincial 
representatives to ICDLF.

 Attends DLIPC meetings at home province ex-
pense.

 Provides for ongoing communication with ICDLF 
and DLIPC members.

 Recommendations/position papers/documents will not 
be forwarded as a position of the DLIPC without 
unanimous agreement of all Provincial representa-
tives of the DLIPC. This includes request for NA re-
sponses to questions/issues posed by the ICDLF.

HOW IS THE ICDLF REPRESENTATIVE SELECTED?
 The ICDLF representative position shall rotate among 

the five NA provinces.
 The first two ICDLF representatives came from the 

Eastern and Southern U.S. Provinces. The DLIPC 
shall determine the remainder of the rotation as each 
subsequent ICDLF representative is selected. 

 After the full rotation is identified the process for iden-
tifying the ICDLF representative will be flexible 
enough to address unique circumstances where the 
upcoming province is unable to fulfill its position at a 
particular time.

DLIPC
(Continued from previous page)

http://laydominicanswest.org
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Today we have the joy of meeting on the Solemnity of All 
Saints. This feast day helps us to reflect on the double 
horizon of humanity, which we symbolically express with 
the words “earth” and “heaven”: the earth represents the 
journey of history, heaven eternity, the fullness of life in 
God. And so this feast day helps us to think about the 
Church in its dual dimension: the Church journeying in 
time and the Church that celebrates the never-ending 
feast, the heavenly Jerusalem. These two dimensions are 
united by the reality of the “Communion of Saints”: a real-
ity that begins here on earth and that reaches its fulfill-
ment in heaven.

On earth, the Church is the beginning of this mystery of 
communion that unites humanity, a mystery totally cen-
tered on Jesus Christ: it is he who introduced this new 
dynamic to mankind, a movement that leads towards God 
and at the same time towards unity, towards peace in its 
deepest sense. Jesus Christ — says the Gospel of John 
(11:52) — died “to gather into one the children of God 
who are scattered abroad”, and his work continues in the 
Church which is inseparably “one”, “holy” and “catholic”. 
Being a Christian, being part of the Church means being 
open to this communion, like a seed that dies in the 
ground, germinates and sprouts upwards, toward heaven.

The Saints — those proclaimed by the Church and whom 
we celebrate today and also those known only to God —
have lived this dynamic intensely. In each of them, in a 
very personal way, Christ made himself present, thanks to 
his Spirit which acts through Scripture and the Sacra-

Angelus Message on the Solemnity of All Saints
Benedict XVI

ments. In fact, being united to Christ, in the Church, does 
not negate one's personality, but opens it, transforms it 
with the power of love, and confers on it, already here on 
earth, an eternal dimension.

In essence, it means being conformed to the image of the 
Son of God (cf. Rom 8:29), fulfilling the plan of God who 
created man in his own image and likeness. But this in-
sertion in Christ also opens us — as I said — to commun-
ion with all the other members of his Mystical Body which 
is the Church, a communion that is perfect in “Heaven”, 
where there is no isolation, no competition or separation. 
In today’s feast, we have a foretaste of the beauty of this 
life fully open to the gaze of love of God and neighbor, in 
which we are sure to reach God in each other and each 
other in God. With this faith-filled hope we honor all the 
Saints, and we prepare to commemorate the faithful de-
parted tomorrow. In the Saints we see the victory of love 
over selfishness and death: we see that following Christ 
leads to life, eternal life, and gives meaning to the pre-
sent, every moment that passes, because it is filled with 
love and hope. Only faith in eternal life makes us truly 
love history and the present, but without attachment, with 
the freedom of the pilgrim, who loves the earth because 
his heart is set on Heaven.

May the Virgin Mary obtain for us the grace to believe 
firmly in eternal life and feel ourselves in true communion 
with our deceased loved ones. 

(Link)

 The remainder of the rotation will be identified as it is 
selected:

 Eastern U.S. Province (2007-2010)
 Southern U.S. Province (2010-2013)
 Western U. S. Province (2013-2016)

HOW OFTEN DOES THE DLIPC MEET?
 Approximately every 18-months.
 Rotates by region.

HOW IS THE DLIPC ORGANIZED?
 There are no officers per se.
 The hosting Provincial President will organize and 

chair the meeting and provide a recording secretary.
 The notes and identified follow-up actions will be sent 

out to the DLIPC members not later than two months 
after the end of the meeting.

 The next host Provincial President will ensure that 
follow-up items are addressed in the following meet-
ing.

 The ICDLF representative shall report on activities of 
and assignments from the ICDLF. The report should 
be written and provided electronically. 

 Travel expenses to the DLIPC meeting shall be pro-
vided by the home province. 

DLIPC Meeting Report, Oct 11-14, 2012, 
Dominican House of Studies, Washington, DC
Gary Sims
DLIPC Representative

DLIPC
(Continued from previous page)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/angelus/2012/documents/hf_ben-xvi_ang_20121101_all-saints_en.html
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(Continued on next page)

Address to the USCCB General Assembly
Cardinal Timothy Dolan

My brother bishops, 

Yes, we have "a lot on our plate" as we commence our 
meeting, urgent issues very worthy of our solicitude as 
pastors -- the suffering in vast areas not far from here 
caused by the Hurricane of two weeks ago, the imperative 
to the New Evangelization, the invitation offered by the 
Year of Faith, and our continued dialogue, engagement, 
and prophetic challenge to our culture over urgent issues 
such as the protection of human life, the defense of mar-
riage, the promotion of human dignity in the lives of the 
poor, the immigrant, those in danger from war and perse-
cution throughout the world, and our continued efforts to 
defend our first and most cherished freedom -- all issues 
calling for our renewed and enthusiastic commitment.

But I stand before you this morning to say simply: first 
things first. We gather as disciples of, as friends of, as 
believers in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, "the Way, 
the Truth and the Life," who exhorted us to "seek first the 
Kingdom of God." 

We cannot engage culture unless we let Him first engage 
us; we cannot dialogue with others unless we first dia-
logue with Him; we cannot challenge unless we first let 
Him challenge us.

The Venerable Servant of God, Fulton J. Sheen, once 
commented, "The first word of Jesus in the Gospel was 
'come'; the last word of Jesus was 'go'." 

Fifty years ago, on October 11, 1962, Blessed John XXIII 
courageously convened the Second Vatican Council "the 
greatest concern of which," he insisted, "is that the sacred 
deposit of Christian doctrine should be guarded and 

taught more efficaciously." (Allocution on the occasion of 
the opening of the Second Vatican Council, Gaudet mater 
ecclesia).

We gather for our plenary assembly in our nation's pre-
miere see, at the close of the XIII Ordinary General Synod 
of Bishops, still near the beginning of the Year of Faith. 
Both occasions have the same origin, the same goal ex-
pressed by Blessed John XXIII: the effective transmission 
of the faith for the transformation of the world.

A year ago we began our visits ad limina Petri et Pauli. I 
know you join me in expressing deep gratitude for the 
extraordinary affection, warmth and fraternal care with 
which our Holy Father welcomed us.

But Pope Benedict did not stop with his gracious hospital-
ity. No. He also gave us plenty of fatherly advice -- for our 
ministry as pastors of the Church and our personal role in 
the New Evangelization.

Here's an especially striking example from his first ad 
limina address: "Evangelization," the Successor of St. 
Peter noted, ". . . appears not simply a task to be under-
taken ad extra; we ourselves are the first to need re-
evangelization. As with all spiritual crises, whether of indi-
viduals or communities, we know that the ultimate answer 
can only be born of a searching, critical and ongoing self-
assessment and conversion in the light of Christ's truth."

As we bishops at the just concluded Synod of Bishops 
confessed in our closing message:

"We, however, should never think that the new evangeli-
zation does not concern us as Bishops personally. In 
these days voices among the Bishops were raised to re-
call that the Church must first of all heed the Word before 
she can evangelize the world. The invitation to evangelize 
becomes a call to conversion."

"We Bishops firmly believe that we must convert our-
selves first to the power of Jesus Christ who alone can 
make all things new, above all our poor existence. With 
humility we must recognize that the poverty and weak-
nesses of Jesus' disciples, especially us, his ministers, 
weigh on the credibility of the mission. We are certainly 
aware – we bishops first of all – that we can never really 
be equal to the Lord's calling and mandate to proclaim 
His Gospel to the nations. We… do not hesitate to recog-
nize our personal sins. We are, however, also convinced 
that the Lord's Spirit is capable of renewing His Church 
and rendering her garment resplendent if we let Him mold 
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It’s not enough to say we are Christians, but also to live 
as Christians. Looking at us probably no one would rec-
ognize we are Christians today because our style of life 
is the same as non-believers.  We need a true conver-
sion in our style of life.

Archbishop Salvatore Fisichella, President of the Pontifi-
cal Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization,        

in The Australian, 08-08-2012

tions, and people other than ourselves. That, too, is im-
portant; it can transform our society and world. But did we 
fail along the way to realize that in no way can the New 
Evangelization be reduced to a program, a process, or a 
call to structural reform; that it is first and foremost a 
deeply personal conversion within? "The Kingdom of God 
is within," as Jesus taught.

The premier answer to the question "What's wrong with 
the world?" "what's wrong with the church?" is not politics, 
the economy, secularism, sectarianism, globalization or 
global warming . . .none of these, as significant as they 
are. As Chesterton wrote, "The answer to the question 
'What's wrong with the world?' is just two words: 'I am,'"

I am! Admitting that leads to conversion of heart and re-
pentance, the marrow of the Gospel-invitation. I remem-
ber the insightful words of a holy priest well known to 
many of us from his long apostolate to priests and semi-
narians in Rome, Monsignor Charles Elmer, wondering 
aloud from time to time if, following the close of the Coun-
cil, we had sadly become a Church that forgot how to 
kneel. If we want the New Evangelization to work, it starts 
on our knees.

Remember a few years back, when Cardinal Cahal Daly 
led us in our June retreat? Speaking somberly of the 
Church in his home country, he observed, "The Church in 
Ireland is in the dirt on her knees." Then he paused, and 
concluded, "Maybe that's where the Church is at her 
best."

We kneel in the Sacrament of Penance because we are 
profoundly sorry for our faults and our sins, serious obsta-
cles to the New Evangelization. But then we stand for-
given, resolute to return to the work entrusted to us - as 
evangelizers of the Gospel of Mercy.

I recall a conversation about a year ago with one of our 
brother bishops, newly ordained, attending his first ple-
nary assembly. I asked his impressions of the meeting. 
"Well organized, informative, enjoyable," he replied, but 
he went on to observe that it was one moment in particu-
lar that had the greatest impact on him. It was during our 
closing Holy Hour, as he entered the large room next to 
the chapel, to see dozens and dozens of bishops lined up 
to approach the Sacrament of Penance. This new Bishop 
told me that he felt that moment had more of an influence 
upon him than anything else at the meeting. 

Who can forget the prophetic words of repentance from 
Blessed John Paul II, during the Great Jubilee, as he ex-
pressed contrition – publically and repeatedly - for the 
sins of the past? He mentioned the shame of the slave 
trade, the horrors of the holocaust, the death and destruc-

us." (Final Message of the Synod of Bishops to the Peo-
ple of God, October 28, 2012)

The New Evangelization reminds us that the very agents 
of evangelization – you and me -- will never achieve that 
abundant harvest Blessed John XXIII described unless 
we are willing and eager to first be evangelized them-
selves. Only those themselves first evangelized can then 
evangelize. As St. Bernard put it so well, "If you want to 
be a channel, you must first be a reservoir."

I would suggest this morning that this reservoir of our 
lives and ministry, when it comes especially to the New 
Evangelization, must first be filled with the spirit of interior 
conversion born of our own renewal. That's the way we 
become channels of a truly effective transformation of the 
world, through our own witness of a penitential heart, and 
our own full embrace of the Sacrament of Penance.

II.

"To believers also the Church must ever preach faith and 
penance," declared the council fathers in the very first of 
the documents to appear, Constitution on the Sacred Lit-
urgy. (SC, n. 9)

To be sure, the sacraments of initiation - - Baptism, Con-
firmation, the Eucharist - - charge, challenge, and equip 
the agents of evangelization. Without those sacraments, 
we remain isolated, unredeemed, timid and unfed.

But, the Sacrament of Reconciliation evangelizes the 
evangelizers, as it brings us sacramentally into contact 
with Jesus, who calls us to conversion of heart, and al-
lows us to answer his invitation to repentance -- a repen-
tance from within that can then transform the world with-
out.

What an irony that despite the call of the Second Vatican 
Council for a renewal of the Sacrament of Penance, what 
we got instead was its near disappearance.

We became very good in the years following the Council 
in calling for the reform of structures, systems, institu-

(Continued on next page)

USCCB 
(Continued from previous page)
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USCCB
(Continued from previous page)

It was the Sunday angelus of October 28, 1962.The mes-
sage the Holy Father delivered on that bright Roman af-
ternoon never even mentions the phrase New Evangeli-
zation. But it strikes right at the heart of the mission en-
trusted to each of us as shepherds.

"I feel something touching my spirit that leads to serenity," 
Good Pope John remarked. "The word of the Gospel is 
not silent. It resonates from one end of the world to the 
other, and finds the way of the heart. Dangers and sor-
rows, human prudence and wisdom, everything needs to 
dissolve into a song of love, into a renewed invitation, 
pleading all to desire and wish for the establishment of 
the Kingdom of Christ. A kingdom of truth and life; a king-
dom of holiness and grace; a kingdom of justice, love and 
peace."

How could we not see it alive in those holy men and 
women of every time and place, the heroic evangelizers 
of our faith, including most recently St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
and St. Marianne Cope? 

We have beheld it in the Church's unrelenting corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy, in the heroic witness of per-
secuted Christians, in the Church's defense of unborn 
human life, the care of our elders and the terminally ill, 
advocacy for the unemployed, those in poverty, our immi-
grant brothers and sisters, victims of terror and violence 
throughout our world, of all faiths and creeds, and in our 
defense of religious freedom, marriage and family.

And, I have suggested today, that as we "come and go" in 
response to the invitation of Jesus, we begin with the 
Sacrament of Penance. This is the sacrament of the New 
Evangelization, for as Pope Benedict reminds us, "We 
cannot speak about the new evangelization without a sin-
cere desire to conversion." (Homily for the Opening of the 
XIII Ordinary General Synod of Bishops).

With this as my presidential address, I know I risk the criti-
cism. I can hear it now: "With all the controversies and 
urgent matters for the Church, Dolan spoke of conversion 
of heart through the Sacrament of Penance. Can you be-
lieve it?" 

To which I reply, "You better believe it!" 

First things first! 

Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York, president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). Address 
given at the USCCB General Assembly Fall meeting on 

November 12, 2012.  (Link)

tion wrought by the crusades, the injustices of the con-
quest of the new world, and the violence of religious wars, 
to name only a few. 

I remember during the celebration of the 50th Interna-
tional Eucharistic Congress in Ireland last June, when 
Cardinal Marc Ouellet, the Papal Legate, expressed this 
so forcefully as he spoke on behalf of the Holy Father at 
the penitential shrine of St. Patrick's Purgatory: "I come 
here with the specific intention of seeking forgiveness, 
from God and from the victims, for the grave sin of sexual 
abuse of children by clerics. . . In the name of the Church, 
I apologize once again to the victims, some of which I 
have met here in Lough Derg." 

And so it turns to us, my brothers. How will we make the 
Year of Faith a time to renew the Sacrament of Penance, 
in our own lives and in the lives of our beloved people 
whom we serve? Once again, we will later this week ap-
proach the Sacrament of Penance.

And we'll have the opportunity during this meeting to ap-
prove a simple pastoral invitation to all our faithful to join 
us in renewing our appreciation for and use of the Sacra-
ment. We will "Keep the Light On" during the upcoming 
Advent Season!

The work of our Conference during the coming year in-
cludes reflections on re-embracing Friday as a particular 
day of penance, including the possible re-institution of 
abstinence on all Fridays of the year, not just during Lent. 
Our pastoral plan offers numerous resources for cateche-
sis on the Sacrament of Penance, and the manifold 
graces that come to us from the frequent use of confes-
sion. Next June we will gather in a special assembly as 
brother bishops to pray and reflect on the mission en-
trusted to us by the Church, including our witness to per-
sonal conversion in Jesus Christ, and so to the New 
Evangelization. 

We work at giving our people good examples of humble, 
repentant pastors, aware of our own personal and corpo-
rate sins, constantly responding to the call of Jesus to 
interior conversion. Remember the Curé of Ars? When a 
concerned group of his worried supporters came to him 
with a stinging protest letter from a number of parishion-
ers, demanding the bishop to remove John Vianney as 
their curé, claiming he was a sinner, ignorant, and awk-
ward, St. John Vianney took the letter, read it carefully ... 
and signed the petition!

III.

As I began my talk this morning, my brothers, so I would 
like to end it, with Blessed John XXIII.

http://www.usccb.org/about/leadership/usccb-general-assembly/2012-november-meeting/presidential-address-cardinal-dolan.cfm


Truth Be Told 26                                                Page 13                                                  Jan-Feb 

(Continued on next page)

Metropolitan Hilarion’s greeting to the Synod of Bishops 
of the Roman Catholic Church Rome

Your Holiness,
 Your Eminences and Excellencies:

May I address you on behalf of His Holiness Patriarch 
Kirill of Moscow and All Russia and the Russian Orthodox 
Church with apostolic greeting: ‘Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ’ (2 Thess 
1:2).

The present Synod of Bishops of the Roman Catholic 
Church is timed to the remarkable date – the 50th anni-
versary of the beginning of the Second Vatican Council, 
and is dedicated to a theme relevant to all Christians –
bringing the message of Christ to the secular world. 

Half a century ago the fathers of the Council were con-
vinced that closer cooperation amongst Christians of dif-
ferent traditions would make witness to Christ more con-
vincing.

The Second Vatican Council made a substantial contribu-
tion to the development of inter-Christian dialogue and 
indeed laid the foundation of official relations between the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Churches. Our 
presence at the Synod of Bishops of the Roman Catholic 
Church bears witness to it. 

Today we are called to think about solving our common 
tasks that the present epoch puts forward.

The unrestrained pursuit of pleasure and the lust for irre-
sponsible enrichment at the expense of the poor sections 
of the population were characteristic of the developed 
societies of Europe and America in recent decades. 

Individualism and egoism have brought about crisis not 
only in human and social relations, but also in politics and 
economics. 

The crisis which the Western society is undergoing has 
primarily spiritual roots. Secular society without God na-
ively believes that while exploiting only their own proprie-
tary and consumer instincts it would be able to success-
fully regulate the growth of well-being, thus achieving 
prosperity and justice. 

However, the tragic experience of the entire 20th century 
has vividly shown that the renunciation of God and His 
commandments does not lead people to happiness, but, 
on the contrary, brings about numerous disasters and 
sufferings. The present crisis, which has affected many 
countries of the world, shows that the secular society has 
chosen an erroneous way of development.

Both the Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church fulfill 
the mission to which they have been called by Christ and 
tirelessly bring witness of the truth, while "proving the 
world wrong about sin and righteousness and judg-
ment" (Jn 16:8). 

In this ministry, our Churches become even more con-
scious of the necessity of combining our efforts so that 
the Christian answer to the challenges of the modern so-
ciety can be heard. 

In recent years, the Orthodox and Catholic Churches 
have fruitfully cooperated within the Orthodox-Catholic 
forum, in different international organizations and at other 
places of dialogue with the secular world. Yet, I believe, 
we could and should do much more to respond together 
to new challenges and threats.

I would like to use this opportunity to call my brothers in 
the Catholic Church to create a common front in order to 
defend Christianity in all those countries where it is being 
marginalized or persecuted. In Europe and America we 
witness growing pressure from those representatives of 
militant secularism and atheism who attempt to expel 
Christianity from the public square, to ban Christian sym-
bols, to destroy traditional Christian understanding of the 
family, of marriage as a union between a man and a 
woman, of the value of human life from inception till natu-
ral death.

In some other parts of the globe, the very existence of 
Christian Churches is under threat. In the countries where 
the so-called "Arab spring" is underway, millions of Chris-
tians suffer from severe persecution. Many have fled from 
the places where they had lived for centuries. 
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Christian communities in Syria and other countries of the 
Middle East are crying for help, while the mass media in 
the West largely ignore their cries and the politicians pre-
fer to close their eyes on this unprecedented wave of per-
secution.

We, Orthodox and Catholics from all over the world, 
should raise our voice in defense of Christian population 
and Christian heritage of the Middle East. 

We must constantly bring the attention of political leaders, 
of international organizations and of the mass media to 
this unfolding human tragedy.

Only if we join our forces shall we be able to protect our 
Christian faith, to overcome present crisis and to give new 
impetus to our common mission of the new evangeliza-
tion, ‘so that the world may believe’ (Jn 17:21).

I wish you peace, God’s blessing and success in your 
work!

Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev, head of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church’s Department for External Church Relations

As reported by Robert Moynahan, Inside the Vatican

Come and See

If we could see the invisible, spiritual reality, as readily 
as we could see the visible physical reality, we would 
see Jerusalem above, our mother, (cf. Gal 4:26) clothed 
with the glory of God, a radiant beacon of hope. And we 
would see countless souls, all those seeking God by 
faith, journeying towards the light of the heavenly Jeru-
salem. Some are nearer, bathed already in the light 
streaming forth from the heavenly city; some are farther 
off, still wrapped more in the shadows of this world. They 
are all journeying in hope, guided by God. When, how-
ever, we look at the visible reality, we tend to see the 
shadows that still separate us from God and from one 
another.

When we look at the visible reality of this world, we are 
inclined to see the hardships and the obstacles; if we 
could readily see the spiritual reality, we would see God 
casting down the lofty mountains, filling in the gorges, 
and making the road smooth before us. When we look at 
the visible reality, the casting down of the lofty mountains 
means the painful humbling of our own pride and arro-
gance; the filling in of the gorges requires that we let go 
of our self-pity and our envy. When we look at the spiri-
tual reality, we realize that so long as we are keeping the 
faith, struggling to overcome our sins, making the effort 
to grow in the practice of virtue, that we are making pro-
gress, even if at times it seems dreadfully slow, upon the 
royal road to Jerusalem. When we look at the visible re-
ality, we easily become discouraged; when we look at 
the spiritual reality we are filled with confidence that the 
One

Second Sunday of Advent, Fr Joseph Levine, 
The Dalles, Oregon

In Iraq, where 1.5 million Christians lived just a few years 
ago, only 150,000 remain, while all the others were either 
exterminated or expelled. 

Grave persecutions of Christians are going on in Egypt, 
Lybia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nigeria, India, Indonesia 
and many other countries, both in the Middle East and 
elsewhere.

We are deeply concerned about the humanitarian catas-
trophe which is unfolding in Syria, where militant Islamists 
are seeking political power with the help of some Western 
countries. Wherever they come to power, Christians are 
being persecuted or exterminated. 

The most evident mark of God's anger and the most ter-
rible castigation He can inflict upon the world are mani-
fested when He permits His people to fall into the hands 
of clergy who are priests more in name than in deed, 
priests who practice the cruelty of ravening wolves rather 
than the charity and affection of devoted shepherds.  
Instead of nourishing those committed to their care, they 
rend and devour them brutally.  Instead of leading their 
people to God, they drag Christian souls into hell in their 
train.  Instead of being the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world, they are its innocuous poison and its murky 
darkness....

When God permits such things, it is a very positive proof 
that He is thoroughly angry with His people, and is visit-
ing His most dreadful anger upon them.  That is why He 
cries unceasingly to Christians, "Return, O ye revolting 
children...and I will give you pastors according to my own 
heart" (Jer. 3:14-15).  Thus, irregularities in the lives of 
priests constitute a scourge visited upon the people in 
consequence of sin.

St. John Eudes, The Priest, His Dignity and Obligations 
(Link)

Hilarion
(Continued from previous page)

http://v-forvictory.blogspot.com/2012/09/fast-for-vocations.html
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University) will engage us in a conversation moderated by 
Sr. Marianne Farina, CSC, Assistant Professor of Theol-
ogy and Chair of the Department of Theology at DSPT. 
Join us in person or via live-streaming. For more details 
(including how to rsvp), visit http://www.dspt.edu/
naturallaw. 

The 4th Annual Convocation of The College of Fel-
lows – February 1-2, 2013

Natural Law and Virtue in Relation to Positive Law 
and Governance: A Colloquium 
Friday, February 1 at 8:30am 

Russell Hittinger, Jean Porter, and Lloyd Weinreb will 
offer presentations on the topic to be followed by dis-
cussion. Papers will be posted in advance. 

Catholic Imagination and Contemporary Culture 
Saturday, February 2 at 1:30pm 

From Hollywood to government to fortune 500 advertis-
ing: listen to DSPT Fellows who engage contemporary 
society. Speakers include: Ron Austin, producer and 
author, Gleaves Whitney, presidential historian and 
leader in higher education, and Agnieszka Winkler, 
marketing and advertising entrepreneur. Each of the 
Fellows presenting will:

Briefly highlight major challenges within their field of 
professional endeavor; 

 Indicate how the gift of the Catholic Faith and the re-
sulting Catholic worldview and imagination aids them 
in addressing these challenges;

Suggest dimensions where current Catholic scholar-
ship/ teaching/preaching could provide support and 
clarification.

 Join us in person or via live-streaming for any of 
these events; for more information, visit http://
www.dspt.edu/convocation. 

The 23rd Annual Aquinas Lecture
Wednesday, February 27 at 7:30 pm 

Baptismal Theology and Practice in the Age of St. 
Thomas Aquinas

Fr. Augustine Thompson, OP, STM will examine new 
discoveries about the liturgical and social significance of 
baptism in the cities of thirteenth-century Italy. He will 
compare these developments to the development of the 
theology of baptism from the twelfth century and to Tho-
mas Aquinas in the late thirteenth. Join us in person or 
via live-streaming. More details will become available at 
http://www.dspt.edu. 

Manuel Nikel-Zueger, 
Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology

The Mazatlán Forum
March 7 - 9, 2013

Members of The College of Fellows and members of the Faculty 
of the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology (DSPT) 
together with Mexican intellectuals and leaders will examine 
political, economic, and social assumptions at work in Mexico 
and the US in the first annual Mazatlán Forum, to be held in 
Mazatlán, Mexico. 

Topics will include: 

 Immigration 
 Family rights 
 Subsidiarity 
 Economic theory, the corporation and societal change 
Healthcare and privacy rights 
 Youth, authority, and the social media culture 

The Mazatlán Forum will be streamed live. For additional de-
tails, please visit http://www.dspt.edu/mazatlanforum.

DSPT is a graduate school in Berkeley, California offering MA 
degrees in philosophy and theology and is a house of studies for 
Dominicans of the Western Dominican Province. For more infor-
mation about DSPT, visit http://www.dspt.edu. 

The College of Fellows is comprised of distinguished lay men 
and women who serve DSPT and the broader culture by helping 
to discern the signs of the times and by bring their expertise to 
bear on the disputed questions of the day. To learn more and to 
get to know our Fellows, visit http://www.dspt.edu/fellows.  

————

Upcoming Events at DSPT

The Coherence and Applicability of Natural Law in 
American Rhetoric, Jurisprudence, and Governance: 
A Panel Discussion – Thursday, January 31 at 7pm 

Russell Hittinger (University of Tulsa), Jean Porter 
(University of Notre Dame), and Lloyd Weinreb (Harvard 

Catholic Lay Faithful Engage Contemporary Culture in 
First Annual US/Mexico Forum in Mazatlán Mexico

http://www.dspt.edu/
www.dspt.edu/convocation.
http://www.dspt.edu.
http://www.dspt.edu/mazatlanforum.
http://www.dspt.edu.
http://www.dspt.edu/fellows.
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Additional Resources

 Religious Liberty (USCCB links)

 Year of Faith (Vatican site (Link)

 Apostolic Letter Porta Fidei (Link)

 Motu Proprio Ubicumque et Semper Estab-
lishing the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
the New Evangelization (Link)

 News (Link)

 Events (Link)

 The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

 Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—Bob Curtis, 

www.dominicus-shop.com

Dominic: Light of the Church (2011), 
the first full-length feature on the life of St. Dominic de Guzman, is now on DVD!

The movie was the first Filipino film given support by Film France commission. Fr. Christopher Jeffrey Aytona, O.P., the 
film's executive producer, in his message said it was similar to the multiplication of the loaves, the sharing of resources 
that the film came to be realized....

"The purpose of the film showing is to introduce St. Dominic again. When you watch a movie especially an autobio-
graphical one, he becomes alive especially when you watch it in a big screen. St. Dominic's spirit is very much alive in 
us but we want to see him moving," he said.

"The Dominicans all over the world helped us financially. It was a divine providence," he further said. 

ll actors and actresses are Spanish, French and English who perseveringly portrayed their roles to give a picture of the 
life of St. Dominic and how the Dominican Order came into being. 

St. Dominic as portrayed in the film is described for his selfless love for his brothers and sisters especially to those who 
need help the most, the oppressed and the lowly. The verse in Matthew resonates in the film as a conviction of St. 
Dominic, the words of Jesus to his disciples, "...whatever you do for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you do 
unto Me." 

On his deathbed he said to his brothers, "Do not weep, I shall be of more use to you after death than I ever did in life." 

Included as feature of the DVD are subtitles in English, Spanish, French, Bahasa, Italian, German, Polish, Mandarin.

http://summitdominicans.3dcartstores.com/Dominic-Light-of-the-Church-DVD-NOW-AVAILABLE_p_115.html

www.dominicus-shop.com
http://summitdominicans.3dcartstores.com/Dominic-Light-of-the-Church-DVD-NOW-AVAILABLE_p_115.html
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/
http://www.annusfidei.va/content/novaevangelizatio/en.html
http://www.annusfidei.va/content/novaevangelizatio/en/annus-fidei/lettera-apostolica--porta-fidei-.html
http://www.annusfidei.va/content/novaevangelizatio/en/segreteria/ubicumqueetsemper.html
http://www.annusfidei.va/content/novaevangelizatio/en/news.html
http://www.annusfidei.va/content/novaevangelizatio/en/eventi.html
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
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Philip's life as a recusant, which he now was, made his 
residence in England even more perilous, and he deter-
mined to seek safety abroad. He had, however, scarcely 
embarked when his vessel was stopped by order of the 
Council, and he was taken prisoner. For leaving the King 
dom without the Queen s leave and for being reconciled 
to the Church, he was fined ^1000, and sentenced to 
prison during the Queen's pleasure. At first, in the Tower, 
he had considerable liberty, and with his fellow Catholics 
contrived to have Mass; but on the falsified charge of hav-
ing prayed for the success of the Armada, he was tried for 
high treason and condemned to death. The sentence was 
not carried out, but he was subjected instead to a series 
of hardships and sufferings, the joint product of feminine 
malice and despotic power. For several years a keeper, 
specially appointed by the Queen, never left his presence, 
heard his every word, and constantly by false reports fur-
ther increased the Queen s wrath. His room was dark and 
exhaled a pestilential stench. He was slandered to his 
wife as unfaithful to her and intemperate, nor was he ever 
allowed to see her. She herself was reduced to poverty.

"Let them bear witness that he hath blasphemed God and 
the King, and then carry him out and stone him, and so let 
him die." 3 KINGS 21:10

The Hatred of Herodias [2]
Ven. Philip Howard, Layman, 1595

Of Gods and Men

The French Dominican Fr. Jean-Paul Vesco, OP, is now 
the Bishop of Oran, Algeria. Newly appointed by Pope 
Benedict XVI to this region of eight million, there are 
roughly 1,000 Christians of whom only a fraction is Ro-
man Catholic. A light assignment, except for the reality 
that it is in a country trying to emerge from a full-blown 
civil war pitting government forces against an Al-Qaida 
aligned Islamist insurgency. 

The precarious and increasingly hostile existence faced 
by Christians in Algeria was brought to light last year with 
the release of a film that received phenomenal reviews in 
the New York Times and throughout the secular media. 
“Of Gods and Men” chronicled the final days of a commu-
nity of French Trappist monks before their murder at the 
hands of Islamic fundamentalists in 1996. Soon after the 
monks were killed, a bomb claimed the life of the Domini-
can Pierre Claverie, OP, who served as the Bishop of 
Oran from 1981 until his death. 

While Christians are a small minority throughout North 
Africa and the Middle East, Pope Benedict XVI has big 
plans for them. On his recent visit in September to Leba-
non the Pope proclaimed, “In a world where violence con-
stantly leaves behind its grim trail of death and destruc-
tion” it is urgently necessary “to serve justice and peace.” 
He added that the mission of peace and reconciliation “is 
an essential testimony which Christians must render here, 
in co-operation with all people of good will.”

Please pray for Bishop Jean-Paul Vesco, OP, and the 
Dominican mission in the Arab world. In addition to Alge-
ria, there are eight Dominican brothers in Cairo, Egypt 
fostering dialogue between Islam and Christianity; as well 
as two convents in Iraq. 

Fr Kevin Gabriel Gillen, OP, Dominican Daily

http://www.ordopraedicatorum.org/2012/12/04/of-gods-and-men
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The main goal of the October trip was to meet the new 
Medical Director of Cristo Salva, Hillary Hadden, and 
make best friends with her. We kind of wanted to maintain 
access to the warehouse and thus most importantly the 
vitamins because otherwise it would have been a disas-
ter. The first full day spent a bit of time reading and sleep-
ing on a bench waiting to catch minutes with Hillary. We 
gathered they needed blood glucose testing strips so we 
shared. Nathanael from USAID came by and got nebuliz-
ers. Over dinner we explained that we felt it important 
enough to come and meet in person to be supportive and 
continue cooperation. That worked pretty well, and it 
turned out there were shelves and shelves of children’s 
vitamins that needed to get out. There is a special feeling 
when it is mission green light; help kids under 5.

The next day we went to the USAID office for a meeting. 
They surprised us with awards from the municipalities of 
Proteccion and Azacualpa, Secretary of Health and 
MAVAQUI for helping 2,979 pregnant and lactating 
women, and 4,906 children under 5. For me it’s a great 
symbol that cooperation works and should continue, and 
I’ve needed a way to say thank you to Pat Havener. 
USAID received 2,832 bottles of 180tabs children’s vita-
mins, 10,000 doses of albendazole and 100lbs of various 
medicines, supplements and supplies.

We drove to MAMA Project (www.mamaproject.org/) 
where they were very excited to incorporate micronutri-
ents for kids under 5. We gave them 986 bottles 180tabs 
vitaminas para los ninos, and 50lbs of other supplies. 
They gave us 40,000 doses of albendazole, and they 
would have given us 100,000 but I didn’t think there was 
enough time to distribute that much, but maybe in Janu-
ary. They said we can stay at their mission house when-
ever we’re in the country, and gave us chaya trees. I think 
I might offer to give them our sources of medicine if they 
give us theirs’ because I might have a plan.

We dropped off 7,000 doses of albendazole at the clinic, 
loaded the car with vitamins, prenatals and school first aid 
supplies and drove to Copan Ruinas. We visited Ellen 
whose program has matured a lot, and she is thinking 
about changing the name of her organization from Project 
School Supplies to something that describes what she 
does now. She has a greater focus on health, and we 
gave her 720 bottles of kids vitamins, 360 bottles of pre-
natals, 11,000 albendazole, and 100lbs of other supplies. 
She might build a clinic in the community of San Jose 
which is a Maya Chorti village on the other side of the 
border in Guatemala. Ellen would provide the materials 
estimated to cost about 19,000USD and construction 
oversight, the community would provide the labor, the 
government would provide a doctor and nurse, we would 
provide the supplies, and it would provide services for a 
population of 4,000 people.

Randomly a nun met us who works with one of our part-
ners, the Nutrition Center run by the Diocese in El Pro-
greso, and we gave her 168 bottles of vitamins and 2,000 
albendazole. Her name is Sr. Teresita and I guess she is 
pretty famous around Honduras for helping people so it 
was quite an honor to meet her.

We visited the centro de salud in Copan Ruinas and met 
the doctors and nurses. They have prenatal health educa-
tion classes whose attendance has increased about five-
fold since we’ve started providing them with prenatals, 
and other things that they use as an incentive for women 
to come to check-ups. We visited a new children’s home 
that is in the approval process to become an orphanage, 
and we visited Delsy’s orphanage where we saw little 
Maria who was abandoned as an infant and barely sur-
vived her first year but is now four (see attached photo.)

During the last two days we took 360 bottles of prenatals 
to the maternal clinic in San Marcos, visited the feeding 
program in Tejeras which is adjacent to the Quimistan 
dump, and gave Maynor Castillo of the Agape Foundation 
and left 384 bottles of vitamins and a box of prednisone. 
We spent the remainders of the day hanging out with the 
family, playing soccer with kids, and roasting coffee. We 
brought back about 60lbs of coffee that I’m trying to sell 
for $10/lb if anyone needs coffee. Our friend Julito who 
we are supporting through university with a $300 a month 
scholarship is thriving. The morning before we flew out we 
visited the artisan market, and bought art, crafts, ma-
chetes, and cigars for the auction at the next fundraiser.

Julito traveled to Tegucigalpa and delivered 7,500 alben-
dazole to Catholic Relief Services who do deworming on 
a community-based approach so besides treating 
helminth infections empowering CRS is good because it 

DOERS Trip to Honduras

Continued on next page)

www.mamaproject.org/)


Truth Be Told 26                                                Page 19                                                  Jan-Feb 

allows people to see a doctor if they have any other prob-
lems.

In other news we want to help build a clinic. There is a 
community called San Jose in the municipality of Esqui-
pulas, Dept. of Chiquimula, Guatemala. It is in the area 
right next to Honduras where our Kinderfeeding program 
takes place so it is special. One of our long term partners, 
Ellen Finn, told me about San Jose in Oct. 2011 because 
there was a bit of a TB outbreak. Currently to access 
healthcare people have to walk 2 hours and then take a 4 
hour bus ride, so accessing healthcare is expensive and 
only happens in emergencies while many of the emergen-
cies could have been prevented in the first place. 

The cost of the building materials is ~$19,000 of which 
DOERS is trying to provide the initial $3,000 or so to be-
gin construction. The community wants the clinic and they 
are providing all of the labor. They are so enthusiastic and 
determined that the men carried tons of rocks from a mile 
away for the foundation the day before yesterday. Ellen 

DOERS
(Continued from previous page)

does her magic and will provide oversight. The Guatema-
lan Dept. of Health will provide a part time doctor, two 
nurses and a pharmacy. DOERS will supplement the 
pharmacy and love the clinic.

Once the TB is obliterated maybe we can move to the 
exciting things like midwifery, maternal health, health edu-
cation, worm killing, and preventative health, so kids can 
grow up healthy. It will be so much better. New Mayan 
Calendar, New Mayan Clinic.

The most amazing thing happened. We made a friend, 
her name is Patty Forbes, and we started working to-
gether to help people. This last quarter she went to East 
Africa, and hand carried approximately $300,000 worth of 
medicine and delivered it to the Vice Minister of Culture of 
South Sudan, Jok Madut Jok. We are only learning how 
to work in Africa, and it turns out that S. Sudan is a lot 
farther than Honduras. DOERS is only as strong as our 
partnerships, and being able to work with Jok and his or-
ganization is really great.

In other news my mom and brother, Phil, went to Navajo 
Nation to explore and learn. They delivered supplies to a 
nurse-midwife, Rosemary Bolza who is travelling to Haiti 
this January. We're still learning how to work in the USA!

Rob Turner, Dominican Overseas Education and Relief 
Society (DOERS), writes from Boise, Idaho.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us ask the Lord to make 
us rediscover the importance of nourishing ourselves 
not only with bread, but with truth, with love, with Christ, 
with the body of Christ, faithfully participating in the 
Eucharist with keen understanding, to be ever more 
intimately united with him.  In fact, it is not the Eucharis-
tic food that is changed into us, but rather we who are 
mysteriously transformed by it. Christ nourishes us by 
uniting us to himself; he draws us into himself 
(Sacramentum caritatis, 70).  At the same time, we 
wish also to pray that no one ever lacks the bread that 
is necessary for a worthy life, and inequalities be over-
come, not with the weapons of violence but with shar-
ing and love.

Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus address, 

July 29,2012 (Zenit)
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(Continued on next page)

from the August 2012 Corpus Christi Dominican Laity Re-
treat at St. Albert’s Priory  conducted by Fr. Antoninus 
Wall 

Our Chapter has been blessed with thoughtful and inspir-
ing retreat masters for our yearly retreat at St. Albert’s 
Priory in Oakland, California. However, this year we have 
chosen to share the “fruits of our contemplation” with you 
through Truth Be Told. 

Fr. Antoninus Wall a noted scholar, preacher, teacher and 
author (The Journey to God) conducted the retreat this 
year for us. Our Prioress, Gloria Serpa, captured the sen-
timent we all expressed in a variety of ways during our 
time with Fr.Wall with the following statement: “Fr.  Anton-
inus Wall, O.P. witnessed by, his commitment to live to 
the best of his ability, his vocation as a Dominican friar. 
He is eighty-seven and his vigor put me in mind of Psalm 
92 – “Planted in the house of the Lord they will flourish in 
the courts of our God, still bearing fruit when they are old, 
still full of sap still green, to proclaim that the Lord is just,

In him, my rock, there is no wrong.”

Richard de Lorimier gravitated toward a reference to par-
enting. “First, he said that you should never give your chil-
dren the idea that they have to earn your love somehow, 
because they will then end up projecting this idea onto 
God later in their spiritual lives. He also said that if your 

children unfortunately witness you and your spouse fight-
ing, then they will also need to witness you making up 
with one another.”

Claire Rogus framed the following thought: “Father told us 
that when we pray for something and God does not an-
swer that prayer, it is because the thing we want is in con-
flict with his Divine will. He wants to give us something 
better.”

Ellen Spencer’s response was “ Try to see situations 
through God’s eyes in order to have peace. God has the 
whole picture while we have only bits and pieces of the 
picture.  Unnecessary worry is most often due to the in-
completeness of our view. “    

Charo Aguirre, our Formation Director, summed up our 
collective thinking by expressing her thoughts in her fol-
lowing statement: “The Dominican’s love of sacred truth 
should give way to serious study of the faith, serious 
reading of sacred scripture, of the lives of the saints and 
to receiving the Sacraments. All this leads us in seeing 
everything in God’s eyes, through the eyes of faith that 
creates in us a profound sense of peace and joy but 
above all leads us to Jesus Christ.”

Ellen Spencer writes from the 
Corpus Christi Chapter in Menlo Park

Catholics were for our many seemingly trivial practices. 
The phrase “old-fashioned” was often heard.

My mother put me in Catholic school and for the first nine 
years of my education. I knew at the time, and to this day 
feel very blessed to have been educated by the sisters of 
Notre Dame. I loved the sisters. But by the time I hit junior 
high age, distortions in liturgical practices were hitting 
their full stride.  Other confusing changes were happening 
as well. The younger sisters wanted to remove their hab-
its.  The older sisters were appalled.  We started clapping 
in church, my grandmother complained about the 
“hootenannies on the altar.”  We had masses sitting on 
the floor of our living room with Jesus Christ Superstar for 
liturgical music.  I remember one mass in particular we 

Why I am a Dominican
Mark Peters

Fruits of Our Contemplation
Reflections on the August 2012 Corpus Christi Dominican Laity Retreat at 

St. Albert’s Priory  conducted by Fr. Antoninus Wall 

I was asked to write a short personal story about what led 
me to want to become a member of the Dominican laity.  
First let me quickly take a step back to share what led me 
back to the Church.  I was a cradle Catholic in the year 
the second Vatican Council was announced.  My parents 
had, what was called in those days, a mixed marriage.  
My mother was Catholic and my father was an amor-
phous Protestant.  Each side of the family had a long his-
tory of having members in religious life.  The same was 
true for my mother's parents.  My grandmother was a de-
vout Irish Catholic, and my grandfather was an English 
analytical Anglican, who had converted “for the sake of 
the children”, but was always in studied rebellion.  From 
as far back as I can remember there were always reli-
gious fights in our house. Many of them were proxies for 
other issues. The arguments were often over how wrong 
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(Continued on page 28)

Why
(Continued from previous page)

relationship to God, to the Church, and to our family, for 
what was obviously a long premeditated desire to make 
this advance on me. I was visiting him in a monastery in 
Washington DC when this profound turn of circumstances 
occurred; now I was the one witnessing to a priest on the 
sinfulness that was present. I never saw him after that. 
Although I do not blame him for my long absence from the 
church, and I hold no resentment, I do see it as a line of 
demarcation in my spiritual journey home; later I would 
have to sublimate this experience to understand a priest 
as being in persona Christi. 

In 1993 my grandmother died.  At her funeral mass her 
first cousin, who was a Monsignor from New York City, 
had married my parents and baptized all of us, delivered 
the eulogy; the theme was all the many names my grand-
mother had.  Before communion I heard said something 
that seemed at the time astonishing. The celebrant an-
nounced that, in essence, if you are not Catholic please 
don't come up for communion.  My grandfather choked 
back his tears mixed with bile.  But, there was a very im-
portant witness given to me by the Holy Spirit at that mo-
ment.  As a pallbearer I experienced a powerful anointing 
by the Holy Spirit as I touched the white pall of my grand-
mother's coffin.  All the years of bitter arguing over what 
Catholics do and don't do became meaningless.  The wit-
ness of my grandmother's faith through the Holy Spirit 
made an indelible mark on me in that moment.

That was the gentle nudge that moved me like a sledge-
hammer back to the church.  I found St. Dominic’s parish 
in Benicia after moving to town with my wife and baby 
son. I looked forward to having my son and future children 
raised the way I had been early on.

Within a very short period I discovered four key things: 
the holy women in our parish, Mother Angelica, the 
boundless riches of Catholic philosophy and theology wit-
nessed by the holy fathers of our Province, and Eucharis-
tic Adoration.

had during harvest time in a cornfield.  We sat around in a 
circle and during the offertory prayers we passed around 
a giant hollowed out pumpkin, opened the top, and whis-
pered our petitions into it. 

These innovative masses (there were many) came from 
two newly ordained Augustinian priests that had become 
very close friends to my mother. She was inspired by 
them to pursue an MA at Boston College in religious edu-
cation.  They were often at our house and I took a lot of 
inspiration for study from them.  

This was a time of turmoil in my life along with the ferment 
the church was going through.  My parents split up, as did 
my grandparents.  My time at Catholic school ended and 
since we spent weekends with my father, we seldom went 
to mass anymore.  Religion in general and my Catholic 
upbringing in particular became the object of intellectual 
abstractions.  Every book a modern theologian or fashion-
able psychologist wrote that managed to hit the New York 
Times bestseller list made to my house. My mother gave 
me some of the books she was reading for her graduate 
studies.  I took a fairly broad cross-section of religious 
ideas from Houston Smith's Religions of Man, to Fr. Avery 
Dulles, whom I had met at a Boston College barbecue, to 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin’s The Phenomenon of Man.  
This eclectic mix definitely made a relativistic impression 
on me. It seems now that this was more religious studies 
from a neutral point of view rather than theology that pre-
supposes faith.

When I did attend mass during high school years with my 
mother, it was at the Paulist Center in Boston.  This was 
Ground Zero for what was mistakenly described at the 
time as the new springtime in the church. Vatican II was a 
new springtime in the Spirit, but this wasn’t a clear exam-
ple. Liturgical colors were on psychedelic tie-dyed vest-
ments; behind the altar were saxophones and slide trom-
bones. Divorced Catholics found a new ministry here: the 
divorced Catholic’s group. It seemed little more than a 
swap meet; certain priests included.  This was the time 
when almost anything went, except, it seemed, traditional 
Catholic orthodoxy — including an annulment of my par-
ent’s marriage — five kids later. This was red meat for my 
father since, to him, the Catholic Church had just de-
clared: “you’re all bastards now!” 

My college years and beyond were punctuated with the 
proverbial grand mix of spirituality and religious services -
including mass. Also, during this time I encountered the 
signatory abuse of our age.   Sadly, it came from one of 
the priests that had been so close to our family now for 
many years.  This tragedy was evident to me on several 
levels.  I had put him on a pedestal. To me he was a bril-
liant (three advanced degrees), and holy man, yet his 
sexuality seemed to trump all. He was willing to risk his 
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Continued on page 29)

Fr. Bart de la 
Torre, O.P. be-
gan our St. 
Monica’s Do-
minican Laity 
(Third Order) 
chapter. Early 
on, while reflect-
ing on choosing 
our chapter’s 
p a t r o n ,  S t . 
Monica came to 
m ind  s i nce 
many of us have 
family members 
that are either 

not Catholic or had been practicing Catholics and have 
fallen away from the Faith.  Almost all my immediate fam-
ily now is in the latter category. I wanted to be a silent 
praying witness to family members that are in several 

ways unhappy and confused, and to be able to stand in 
the breach in faith for them. I credit our Dominican 
charism of study for my being able to engage charitably 
with family members in lively discussions that now don’t 
degenerate into trivial bickering and fruitless resentment. 

But, it was during and after my having delivered eulogies 
for both my father and grandfather (who lived to 100), that 
the charisms of study, preaching, and blessing came to-
gether in singularly respective offerings of love for my 
family.  It almost seems that I could be filled with God’s 
love for the rest of my life just from these two experi-
ences. I credit the prayers of St. Thomas, St. Augustine, 
and St. Dominic for this blessing. 

In Christ,
Mark Peters

Mark Peters writes from St Monica Chapter, 
Benicia, California

Why 
(Continued from previous page)

Terror may accompany the deep, reverberating clap of 
thunder, but awe seems to be lightning’s chosen hand-
maid. Few things can widen eyes and drop jaws like the 
fall of lightning. It may only last an instant, but while 
heaven’s bolt blitzkriegs through the sky, the whole world 
stands in attendance.

With its blinding light, its destructive power, and its 
(apparent) descent from above, it’s no wonder that the 
pagans hold lightning in such high regard. In both Hindu 
and ancient Greek and Roman mythology, the highest 
god of the pantheon is associated with lightning and any-
one who’s seen The Avengers will know that the Norse 
storm-god Thor is awesome. Indeed, it’s not just pagans 
who connect the divine with lightning. Psalm 29 describes 
God’s might with a meteorological measure:

Fall like Lightning

The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
 the Lord on the immensity of waters;
 the voice of the Lord, full of power,
 the voice of the Lord, full of splendor.

The Lord’s voice shattering the cedars,
 the Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon;
 he makes Lebanon leap like a calf
 and Sirion like a young wild ox.

The Lord’s voice flashes flames of fire.

This association of lightning (flashing flames of fire) with 
divinity makes sense: God is brilliant, yet blinding; he has 
power to rend and to shatter; his action comes down upon 
us in an instant. We stand in awe of lightning, and we 
should stand in awe of God.

And so we should also stand in awe of Luke 10:18, where 
our Lord turns the whole association on its head. With 
apocalyptic overtones he tells the seventy-two disciples,

I saw Satan like lightning falling from heaven.

Now perhaps our Lord is just waxing poetic about how 
quickly he dropped the devil, but it’s far more likely that 
the words spoken to us by the Incarnate God and re-
corded under the infallible inspiration of his Holy Spirit 
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For millions of Americans, watching one of the many film 
adaptations made over the years of Dickens’s classic, A 
Christmas Carol, is an annual tradition. (I’m not ashamed 
to say my favorite is The Muppet Christmas Carol.) In all 
of these, Ebenezer Scrooge is transformed from an un-
feeling miser to a warm, charitable man through the ap-
pearance of four ghosts on the night before Christmas.

At the beginning of the book, when he is confronted by 
men taking up a charitable collection for the poor, 
Scrooge holds back. “If they would rather die,” he says, 
“they had better do it, and decrease the surplus popula-
tion.”

It is the prophesied death of Tiny Tim, the son of 
Scrooge’s clerk, Bob Cratchit, that confronts Scrooge with 
the reality of his wish. “Scrooge hung his head to hear his 
own words quoted by the Spirit, and was overcome with 
penitence and grief.” The “surplus population” is no longer 
a nameless, faceless mass, but real human beings with 
lives and families.

Scrooge’s position may seem like a caricature designed 
to illustrate the moral of the story, but throughout the last 
three centuries this type of thinking—“Eliminate Poverty 
by Eliminating the Poor”—has been deadly serious. Even 
in our own time it is pervasive.

Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner’s 2005 book, 
Freakonomics, argues that the drop in crimes rates during 
the 1990s was the result of legalized abortion. According 
to these researchers, legal abortion meant that criminals 
who otherwise would have been born, weren’t.

The Poor You Will Always Have with You

Last summer, Melinda 
Gates, the wife of bil-
lionaire Microsoft foun-
der Bill Gates and a 
Catholic, stirred up con-
troversy by starting a 
contraception program 
for women in developing 
countries. According to 
a CNN interview, she 
sees the effort as part of 
being “an advocate for 
poor women.”

Ironically, she says, 
“Part of what I do with 
the [Gates] Foundation 
comes from that incredi-
ble social justice I had 
growing up and the be-

lief that all lives, all lives are of equal value.” All lives are 
of equal value—but it is better for the poor not to be born.

What does Jesus mean when he says in John 12:8, “The 
poor you always have with you, but you do not always 
have me”? Does this imply that we should stop working 
toward the eradication of poverty, since it is hopeless?

No, of course not. Jesus is referencing Deuteronomy 
15:11: “The land will never lack for needy persons; that is 
why I command you: ‘Open your hand freely to your poor 
and to your needy kin in your land.’” In his Law, God pro-
vides for the care of the needy in Israel. Just a few verses 
earlier, Deuteronomy 15:4 declares, “There shall be no 
one of you in need.”

The needs of God’s people must be met by God’s people. 
In charity, we can and must care for the poor. Although 
Christ in John 12:18 puts worship ahead of concern for 
the poor, the Gospels make it abundantly clear that our 
treatment of the poor and the weak will determine how we 
are judged. In Matthew 25:31–46, for example, Jesus sets 
our treatment of the least as a standard. “Amen, I say to 
you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me.”

Concern for the poor does not involve an assault on fertil-
ity. Instead, it should involve giving from the heart—
providing food, clean water, and helping to promote posi-
tive economic growth. Maybe we can all learn, with Mr. 
Scrooge, that in sharing our abundance we can also 
spread good cheer, both inside and outside the Christmas 
season.

Br Clement Dickie, OP, Dominicana, (Link)

http://www.dominicanablog.com/2013/01/03/the-poor-you-will-always-have-with-you


Truth Be Told 26                                                Page 24                                                  Jan-Feb 

St Mary Magdalene, Tempe

The Chapter is beginning our Formation year with the 
study of Richard Rohr's The Naked Now.

Joe Buckley will be making his Life Profession on Octo-
ber 20, 2012 with Fr James Thompson OP presiding.

Mary Hutchinson

From the Chapters

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park

Richard de Lorimier made his first profession on Sun-
day, October 21, 2012, taking Saint Louis-Marie Grignion 
de Montfort as his patron saint of the Order. We were 
blessed to have Fr Bryan Kromholtz, OP celebrate the 
Mass of profession. Once again, it was a time filled with 
much grace and joy, spending a beautiful sunny day with 
our Dominican family. Heaven’s rejoicing was palpable as 
Fr. Bryan celebrated in chant, the nuns sang with angelic 
voices, hymns in Latin, accompanied by rich organ music 
led by the new Prioress, Sr Maria Christine of the 
Cross, OP.  Also present were Richard’s family, relatives 
and friends as well as three sisters from the Dominican 
Sisters of the Holy Rosary in Colma.  

Charo Aguirre

Richard making his first profession in front of Fr. Bryan Kromholtz, OP, 
Gloria Serpa, Prioress and Charo Aguirre, Formation Director.

(Continued on next page)

De Profundis

Ms Karen Woods OP passed 
away on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20, 2012, after a pro-
tracted battle with cancer.  
She died in her home with her 
kitty, Sadie, by her side. 

Many of us have never met  
her, but all of us were touched 

by Karen throughout her many years of service to chil-
dren and adults through teaching and preaching, laugh-
ter and listening.  

Her funeral Mass was at St. Benedicts. She will be 
missed by many.

Mary Hutchinson, Moderator, St. Mary Magdalene Chap-
ter.

Requiescat in pace

Richard with his family and Fr. Bryan Kromholtz, OP

Ash Wednesday 

Remember, man, that you are dust, a frail 
And transitory creature bound to Earth, 

To all the storms and seasons that prevail 
Upon its fragile surface, since your birth. 

And with its substance you are one, for what 
The soil brings forth sustains your life and breath. 

And in its destiny your own is caught, 
A never-ending web of birth and death. 

And unto dust you shall return, to be 
Absorbed to earth again in centuries 
To come, and leave but little memory 

To mark your passage through the registries. 
And yet, to save this speck of dust from Hell, 

God took its form, to shatter Satan's spell. 

Annette Wostl 
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From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

Holy Rosary, Portland

On September 8 the chapter offered suffrages for de-
ceased benefactors of the Dominican order by attending 
8:00 a.m. Mass followed by Rosary and Office for the 
Dead. On November 3 we offered suffrages for all Souls 
and on November 10 we offered suffrages for all Domini-
can souls.

Rosie (Rosetta) Zorich passed away on October 17th 
and we offered suffrages for her on October 27. Also sev-
eral chapter members participated in her funeral on Octo-
ber 24.

Cecilia Hosely headed up our Thanksgiving Baskets 
apostolate again this year and the chapter with the help of 
members of the parish put together and distributed 82 
baskets to the poor in our community.

We continue to sponsor 2 children, Joseph and Maria, 
through the Christian Foundation for Children and Aging.

For ongoing formation, Sandy Miller has been bringing in 
material related to "The Year of Faith" called by Pope 
Benedict VI for us to review and discuss. We are planning 
to begin a study of The Divine Office, The Rule and Par-
ticular Directory in the new year.

Fr Antoninus Wall, OP plans to return in January to con-
tinue his annual "Mission in The Mall" at the Lloyd Shop-
ping Center and chapter members are planning to assist 
him with this important ministry.

For our January 2013 meeting we are planning to have a 
belated Epiphany Party on January 27. Mary Fazio has 
graciously offered to open her home for this and chapter 
members will be bringing potluck items to share for the 
meal. Our prioress, Mary Halvorson, will be distributing 
prayer cards for the coming year of one living and one 
deceased chapter member for each of us to pray for.

Ms. Roberta Powell, O.P.

(Continued on next page)

Blessed Margaret of Castello, Boise

In November the chapter celebrated a potluck Thanksgiv-
ing dinner, featuring turkey and all the trimmings.  In De-
cember, the chapter also celebrated with a ham dinner 
and gift exchange.

Cross of Remembrance Project

The memorial to the unborn it taking shape. Bonnie Fitz-
patrick files this picture.

Life Profession in Moscow ID

On December 1st, members of the Blessed Margaret of 
Castello Chapter in Boise drove to Moscow ID to officiate 
in the Life Profession of Lydia Brown.  

The 6 hour drive north was a joyful one and filled with 
many prayers and beautiful weather.  God’s blessings 
were with us the entire weekend.  Those driving up were 
John Keenan, LPC Delegate, Peace and Justice Pro-
moter for Western Province, and son Tim, Carolyn 
Reese, Prioress, Stephanie DeNinno, Formation Direc-
tor and Maria Chudzinska, Treasurer.

Lay Dominicans in Madagascar

Last year,  I subscribed to Truth To Be Told . At that time, I told you that I wished to become a lay Dominican but for the 
moment, there were no Dominican Friars in my country.  One year later, we received the visit of a Friar from France 
who came here in Madagascar to put in place a group intended to become a Fraternity of Lay Dominicans. I would like 
to share this news with you and ask you to pray for us. I am also interested in any experience of lay Dominican in the 
US that we can share among us during our monthly meeting.

Thank you.
Tatiana Rakotonjatovo
tatianarakotonjatovo@gmail.com
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(Continued on next page)

From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

The Dominican Sisters of the Mary, Mother of the Eucha-
rist, from Loomis CA were giving a retreat to several 
young adults at St. Augustine’s Catholic Center over the 
weekend of Dec 1.  The three sisters spoke on the Year 
of the Faith and Divine Mercy.  All talks were excitedly 
received by all the participants. 

The retreat culminated with a Mass during which Lydia 
was perpetually professed.  Our Religious Assistant, Fr 
Vincent Kelber OP from the Holy Rosary in Portland, 
was unable to attend so Sr Mary Samuel OP, of the Sis-
ters of the Mary, was delegated to officiate in his stead.  
She was delighted to be a part of the profession and we 
were delighted to have her participate.  

Lydia chose to prostrate herself during her perpetual pro-
fession.  With great devotion to Our Lord, Our Lady and 
St Dominic, she prayerfully professed her promise to live 
according to the Rule of the Dominican Laity.  

Lydia has been attending meetings in Boise for the past 
several years as often as possible because of the long 
commute. She also participates in our meetings when 
Skype is available.   She was to have been perpetually 
professed at the October meeting, but she broke her leg 
and was unable to attend.   We were very grateful to have 
to opportunity to have the profession during this retreat.  
Lydia will be spear-heading a new apostolate at the Uni-
versity of Idaho in Moscow with the support of the Boise 
Chapter.  

We are very excited and welcome Lydia’s perpetual pro-
fession and look forward to the “University Student Do-
minican Institute” in Moscow.  She has great expectations 
for this new apostolate and is looking forward to the many 
opportunities available for it.

Wedding

On the weekend of October 20, Fr Vincent Kelber OP 
traveled to Boise for our chapter meeting, which was fol-
lowed that evening by the marriage of Mark Gross and 
Pamela Reisen. The sacrament of holy matrimony was 
exchanged in the Extraordinary Form, and the Nuptial 
Mass was in the Dominican Rite. Fr Kelber was assisted 
by Br Peter Hannah OP, and Leslie Fitzpatrick of the 
chapter served as thurifer.  The Gregorian chant schola 
assisted with the music under the direction of Dr Lynn 
Berg of Boise State University with organ by Mary Ellen 
Nourse, a former member of the chapter. The schola is a 
project the Mike and Maria Turner and several of the 
chapter members, Max and Becky Mohun assisting.  
The reception, which followed at the home of prioress 
Carolyn Reese, was put on by the Chapter and was a 
lovely event. So many thanks to all!

Mark Gross
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From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

from part of the Particular Directory which had the suf-
frages listed, a great reminder of our promises.  Anne 
Regan led a discussion on Chapter 4 of Zagar's book - on 
Voluntariness.  We also discussed going as a group to 
the January 26, 2013 Walk For Life in San Francisco, 
which one of our members, Lisa Hamrick, is among the 
major organizers each year.  Our January get together is 
largely a social event; the major activity is to distribute our 
prayer member cards to each member.  Our prayer mem-
bers are also included; we send them a list of friars to 
pray for so that all the friars of the Western Province have 
a prayer partner.  

In January we are also having a planning meeting for the 
April 27, 2013 get together of the Northern California 
chapters.  We are praying for a good turnout and lots of 
fun.  Fr Michael Fones OP will be speaking on The New 
Evangelization.  If you're in the area that day, please plan 
to come.  

Gloria Escalona

St Andrew, Riverside

In October we had our annual retreat at Prince of Peace 
Abbey.  Fr Tony Wall OP was our retreat director. He 
gave several talks which he recorded, should anyone be 
interested.  We also had our elections during the retreat.  
John de La Fontaine is our new Moderator.  Nancy 
Sebastian is our Asst. Moderator.  Nancy did a wonderful 
job as our moderator for six years, so thanks Nancy.
    
Sadly, during the retreat we learned that a long time 
member of our Chapter, Barry McQuillan, had died.  He 
will be greatly missed.

November's meeting was held by webinar.  Which was a 
first for our Chapter.

In December we received  Derek Leimel into our Chapter 
during the eleven o'clock Mass.  After Mass, we had our 
Christmas party which was pot luck.  Derek's parents,  
and a few members of the general Newman community 
celebrated with us. And a lovely time was had by all.
    
Rita Bladow 

Bartolome de las Casas Chapter-in-Formation, 
Costa Mesa 

Attached is our group picture of council members taken  
during our Chapter Day celebration last August 25, 2012 
at St. Joachim's  Parish, Costa Mesa California.

In the picture are (front row, L-R), Feddie Ruiz - Prior,  
Denise Harvey,  Cecilia Witchey - Secretary Treasurer, 
(back row) Michael Seibert von Fock - Formation Direc-
tor.

The chapter meets every last Tuesday of each month 
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, in Annex C, located across the 
street from the church at 1943 Orange  Avenue, Costa 
Mesa, CA  92627.

Mr Feddie  Ruiz OP, Prior

 St Albert the Great, Oakland

We held our annual Mass of Remembrance in November 
at which we also remembered all our ill members, those 
who passed this year, as well as all our Dominicans who 
died, as well as parents and benefactors of the Order.  
Our Religious Assistant, Fr Augustine Thompson OP 
was our celebrant.  Afterwards we had a little reception 
and then held our meeting.  Judy Wang led a discussion 
of Chapter 3 from Fr Janko Zagar OP’s book Acting on 
Principles: A Thomistic Perspective in Making Moral Deci-
sions - on Christian Happiness.  We continue to discover 
more about moral decision making with our study of in 
November and 

In December we welcomed inquirers from St Dominic's 
Church in San Francisco.  At each meeting we try to have 
a brief reading of the Rule, but in December, we read 

(Continued on next page)
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Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento

On December 15th we had our Advent Day of Recollec-
tion at Presentation Church, Sacramento, CA starting at 
10:00 a.m. and concluding with Mass at 1:30.  Our 
speaker was Fr Reginald Martin, OP  Our Religious As-
sistant and Formation Director,  Fr Brendan McAnerney 
OP, was also present.  Fr. Reginald spoke about how this 
“Year of Faith”  should be touching our lives.  This year of 

From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

Faith presents us with a new evangelization of the Faith.  
We are now witnesses to a true encounter with Christ 
through scripture and through the homily.  True freedom 
is to be immersed in Jesus.  Evangelizing is a sharing 
with others and we cannot share what we do not have.  
The most powerful way to evangelize is by the way we 
live our lives.  Mass-daily if possible- and frequent use of 
the sacrament of Reconciliation are powerful tools 

Fr. Reginald’s second presentation was on the topic of 
Our Lady.  He quoted Monsignor Ronald Knox when he 
said that Mary can be described by the words, “quiet, se-
rene, calm.”  Mary was described as “going in haste” to 
visit her cousin, Elizabeth.  Haste is defined as going with 
purpose and with dispatch.  Mary is mostly portrayed as 
being silent.  After the Word, silence is a powerful tool.  
Where ever we find Mary that is where we should be.  
Our response should be “yes.”

We all left with much to think and pray about.

Mrs Anna Marie Gshwandtner OP

St Martin de Porres, Tucson

Receptions and professions for the Green Valley forma-
tion group were held at Our Lady of the Valley Parish,  
Green Valley, Arizona.  Before mass a silver tray with 
neatly folded scapulars and gleaming medals of St. Domi-
nic sat on the altar of a small Chapel adjacent to the 
church.  Five inquirers dressed in Dominican black and 
white sat in the first row of the small Chapel bright with 
happiness.  Many of the chapter members came to wit-
ness the events that were to take place this day.  Ms 
Judy Sender, OP, Formation Director, welcomed all and 
explained what was about to happen to all present.   The 
ceremony was simple and joyfully beautiful as each in-
quirer was received by our Moderator, Ms Dorothy Au-
gust, OP, and Fr Donald Bramble OP as candidates in 
the Lay Dominican community.  Those being received as 
candidates were:  Lina Brandow, Pat Brandow, Mary 
Cersario, Madeline Cotsonas and Lupirta Sinnes.  Af-
ter their ceremony, everyone walked to the church for 
Mass and to be in procession with the others to be pro-
fessed during the mass.  Judy Sender welcomed and ex-
plained what was about the take place. She introduced 
the new candidates by name to the parish before mass 
started.   Our Moderator, Dorothy August, called each one 
up to recite their promise and receive their Dominican 
Cross.   The following are the newly temporary professed:  
Lillian Blasé, Frank Grieco, Suzana Grieco, Jennifer 
Kiefer,  Kevin Kiefer, Emily Mazur, Gene Mazur,  and 
Mary Newman.  There was a reception following the 
mass.  

Ms Judy Sender, OP

St. Joseph, Oakland

On December 16th Warren Edwards was received into 
the Order.  Shown are photos of Warren with Fr Bryan 
Kromholtz OP. 

Dionysus Flora

(Continued on next page)
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In the September issue of Truth Be Told, I mistakenly 
titled the report from the Eagle Rock chapter as “St Do-
minica, Benicia,” instead of “St Dominic, Eagle Rock.”  
My apologies to both chapters!  -Editor

From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

St Monica, Benicia

Wrapping up 2012… During our September meeting we 
had our chapter elections and the results are; Roger 
Bueno, Moderator; John Lydon, Assistant Moderator; 
Fran Shoup, Treasurer; Terry Segelke, Secretary; Lena 
Leveriza, LPC rep.  A special ‘shout out’ to Steve Naratil 
who has been our Moderator since we first became a 
Chapter in Formation in 2005!  

October 13th Mark Peters made his temporary profes-
sion during the 8:15AM Mass.  Don’t miss Mark’s article in 
TBT this month.  October 14th we had lovely  chapter pic-
nic hosted at Dirk & Becky Fulton’s vineyard, The Lazy 
Susan Ranch in Calistoga overlooking the beautiful Napa 
Valley.   October the Western Province laid to rest Fr. 
Lawrence Farrell OP, who was interred in St. Dominic’s 
cemetery, immediately following the burial the Laity as-
sisted in the reception in the parish hall.  

December 8th we he had our annual Christmas party 
hosted by Lee and Jackie Klare at their home.  Presents 
were exchanged, carols were sung and an endless array 
of food and tantalizing sweet treats.  I saved the best for 
Last… Tony and Julie Hensley have been at the helm 
for the last several years of the “40 days for Life” cam-
paign in and around or parish, well God must have liked 
their performance this year…. He gave them an Emi….!  
Congratulations to Tony and Julie on the adoption of their 
very precious little baby Emily Elizabeth. 

Jackie Klare  

were meant to teach us something profound about our 
primeval foe. So, after all this talk about connecting light-
ning with the divine, why does Jesus say it is Satan who 
is “like lightning”?

Lightning is certainly impressive, but if we stop to con-
sider it more closely, we discover that there’s not much to 
it. It’s all show and no substance. In fact, lightning isn’t a 
thing at all. It’s a lot of very little things making a very 
grand appearance. Lightning is merely particles on pa-
rade, nothing more. It flashes; it flares; it vanishes.

Satan (and, more generally, sin) is similar. He tries to 
shine with the splendor of God, but he’s nothing more 
than a creature. All of his pomp, all of his flash, and all of 
his show is designed to impress. Satan wants us to stand 
in awe of him, because he cannot stand to be humble 
before God.

This realization can add nuance to a passage in the new 
translation of the Roman Missal. While in scripture Satan 
falls like lightning, in the Mass the priest now asks God to

make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray, by sending 
down your Spirit upon them like the dewfall . . .

God’s descent is of an altogether different kind.

There is no ostentation in the coming of the Holy Spirit 
(even the miraculous display on Pentecost, with tongues 
like fire and the noise of rushing wind, was a private af-
fair). The Holy Spirit does not demand that the whole 
world stand in attendance, eyes wide with awe, whenever 
he acts. He is content to work his Providence in silent and 
secret ways.

Like lightning, the devil is all show and no substance; but 
unlike anything he has created, God is all substance, and 
he needs no show. God can afford to be unassuming 
when he comes to us. Everyone sees the flash of light-
ning, but we cannot watch the dew fall. We simply notice 
that it is there, and that it may well have been there for 
quite some time.

Indeed, God is always there. He is always working. Have 
no fear if you do not see him falling into your life like light-
ning. His Spirit prefers to settle on the souls of men like 
dewfall upon the grass. Unlike the pagans, we need no 
spectacular display to know that our God is near. For, in 
the intimate interior of the heart, he himself has spoken to 
us: “Be still, and know that I am God.”

Br Philip Neri Reese, OP, Dominicana (Link)

Lightning
(Continued from page 22)

http://www.dominicanablog.com/2012/06/11/like-lightning/
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Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com

3337 S. Minuteman Pl.
Boise, ID 83706

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    -St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).

