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A Great Light
Holy Father Francis
“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena
“The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light” (Is 9:1).
This prophecy of Isaiah never ceases to touch
us, especially when we hear it proclaimed in
the liturgy of Christmas Night. This is not simply an emotional or sentimental matter. It
moves us because it states the deep reality of
what we are: a people who walk, and all
around us – and within us as well – there is
darkness and light. In this night, as the spirit of
darkness enfolds the world, there takes place
anew the event which always amazes and surprises us: the people who walk see a great
light. A light which makes us reflect on this
mystery: the mystery of walking and seeing.

The point is not that liberalism will lead someday to something truly nasty. It
has already done so many times over; indeed, it is itself truly nasty. As
Alasdair MacIntyre put it in After Virtue, our choice is between Aristotle and
Nietzsche, between submitting ourselves to the natural order or instead to
the will to power of self-appointed “revaluators of all values.”
Edward Fesser, Thoughts on the Prop 8

Walking. This verb makes us reflect on the
course of history, that long journey which is the
history of salvation, starting with Abraham, our
father in faith, whom the Lord called one day to
set out, to go forth from his country towards the
land which he would show him. From that time
on, our identity as believers has been that of a
people making its pilgrim way towards the
promised land. This history has always been
accompanied by the Lord! He is ever faithful to
his covenant and to his promises. “God is light,
and in him there is no darkness at all” (1 Jn
1:5). Yet on the part of the people there are
times of both light and darkness, fidelity and
infidelity, obedience, and rebellion; times of
being a pilgrim people and times of being a
people adrift.
In our personal history too, there are both
bright and dark moments, lights and shadows.
If we love God and our brothers and sisters, we
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

walk in the light; but if our heart
is closed, if we are dominated
by pride, deceit, self-seeking,
then darkness falls within us
and around us. “Whoever
hates his brother – writes the
Apostle John – is in the darkness; he walks in the darkness,
and does not know the way to
go, because the darkness has
blinded his eyes” (1 Jn 2:11).

were among the last, the outcast. And they were the first
because they were awake,
keeping watch in the night,
guarding their flocks. Together
with them, let us pause before
the Child, let us pause in silence. Together with them, let
us thank the Lord for having
given Jesus to us, and with
them let us raise from the
depths of our hearts the
praises of his fidelity: We bless
you, Lord God most high, who
lowered yourself for our sake.
You are immense, and you
made yourself small; you are
rich and you made yourself poor; you are all-powerful and
you made yourself vulnerable.

On this night, like a burst of
brilliant light, there rings out the
proclamation of the Apostle:
“God's grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation possible for the whole human race” (Tit 2:11).
The grace which was revealed in our world is Jesus, born
of the Virgin Mary, true man and true God. He has entered our history; he has shared our journey. He came to
free us from darkness and to grant us light. In him was
revealed the grace, the mercy, and the tender love of the
Father: Jesus is Love incarnate. He is not simply a
teacher of wisdom, he is not an ideal for which we strive
while knowing that we are hopelessly distant from it. He is
the meaning of life and history, who has pitched his tent in
our midst.

On this night let us share the joy of the Gospel: God loves
us, he so loves us that he gave us his Son to be our
brother, to be light in our darkness. To us the Lord repeats: “Do not be afraid!” (Lk 2:10). And I too repeat: Do
not be afraid! Our Father is patient, he loves us, he gives
us Jesus to guide us on the way which leads to the promised land. Jesus is the light who brightens the darkness.
He is our peace. Amen.
Homily of His Holiness Pope Francis,
Christmas Midnight Mass,
December 25, 2013 (Link)

The shepherds were the first to see this “tent”, to receive
the news of Jesus’ birth. They were the first because they

Praised be Jesus
The unique role of the laity – as recognized by the Second Vatican Council – is essential to the Church’s evangelizing mission. Blessed Pope John Paul II’s “Ecclesia in
America” states: “The renewal of the Church in America
will not be possible without the active presence of the laity. Therefore, the laity, the lay faithful, is largely responsible for the future of the Church”. Taken seriously, these
words are both inspiring and challenging at the same
time.
The start of a new year always brings with it a renewed
sense of hope. This hope inspires us to make changes for
the better. Most people get inspired to lose weight. Some
set new goals for the year. What if those same people
became inspired to save souls? What if their new goal
was to bring a fallen away Catholic back to the faith?
Think of the effect that would have on our country. We
have toy drives at Christmas, why not a “Soul Drive” at
New Year’s. St. James says: “He should know that whoever brings back a sinner from the error of his way will
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save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of
sins” (James 5:20).
If we truly are responsible for the future of the Church, as
Bl. John Paul II says, then we must do everything in our
power to spread the Gospel. That means taking our own
prayer life to the next level. We can’t give what we don’t
have. Going to Mass on Sundays isn’t enough. In bringing souls to Jesus, we must first know Jesus. The most
effective way to know Jesus is by going to Daily Mass.
When we do this, we physically carry Jesus in our bodies
every day. We become closer to our Blessed Mother
who also carried Him. The commitment to going to Mass
each day is itself a witness to those we meet.
The Laity is called to preach the Gospel in places where
the Church is no longer vibrant. For all of us, that means
the marketplace. For some, that means our own homes.
In this context, the layperson becomes the central figure
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in evangelization. In a sense, we become apostles for
God. Like the apostles, we must be on fire for the faith.
We must be ready to share the reason for our hope to a
hopeless world. In practical terms, that could mean inviting someone to Mass, then taking them out to lunch. It
could mean sharing your personal testimony to the power
of the Sacraments. Or, it could simply be praying with
someone who is going through a tough time. There are
many ways and opportunities to evangelize to an increasingly dissatisfied society. There are also many challenges.
The task of preaching the Gospel to a culture in a moral
and spiritual crisis can be daunting. The media, materialism, changes in secular laws and a widespread rejection
of the Church’s teachings, make it seem impossible. We
must be prepared to be rejected, ridiculed and ostracized
as a result of our preaching. Not everyone will accept the
invitation. It could mean radically changing aspects of
their lives that they’re not ready - or willing - to do. The
world promotes a seemingly gratifying path that many
people have chosen. It’s very seductive and dominates
the popular culture. The Church promotes a path that
seems restrictive and, as a result, is largely dismissed.
The challenge here is to meet people where they’re at -

while remaining steadfast in the faith - and share the joy
of the Gospel teachings. Even when done well, the result
may not be immediate. It’s only after time and experience
on the world’s path that one comes to realize that it leads
nowhere. Then, left with feelings of emptiness and uncertainty, they begin to open their hearts to something that’s
lasting and truly satisfying. Perseverance and patience
then emerge as necessary tools in our evangelization kits.
Despite all the obstacles and the unraveling of our culture’s fabric, there are signs of hope. More and more people are taking a second look at the Church. The reason
for this is twofold. First, people are becoming weary of the
world’s empty promises. Second, is what I refer to as the
“Francis effect”. We now closely resemble the early
Church where a small group of disciples were called to
preach the Gospel to a pagan world. Like St. Peter, Francis cannot do it alone. “Therefore, the laity, the lay faithful,
is largely responsible for the future of the Church”.
May God bless you with an abundance of Grace in 2014.
In Jesus and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey
Vice President, Western Province

From the Editor
At the end of the Gospel of Matthew, we hear the “Great
Commission:”
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to
which Jesus had ordered them. When they saw him,
they worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to them, "All power in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the
age." Mt 28:16-20
And with the Holy Father’s Apostolic Exhortation, Evangeliii Gaudium, we here the clarion call to renewal of the
missionary spirit! And is this not particularly Dominican, to
hunger for souls, to be bursting with the Love of God, our
Lord Jesus Christ, and to want to bring that Love to a
world where Love is in such decline?

matic sense have no passion or intellect to them, but the
Pelvic Heresy has been embraced almost in toto, and
worldwide at that.
Our Holy Father in Evangeliii Gaudium 31 makes a very
interesting and telling statement; discussing collaborative
efforts at some length, he adds:
Yet the principal aim of these participatory processes
should not be ecclesiastical organization but rather the
missionary aspiration of reaching everyone.
I don’t have to struggle to see in this that the Holy Father
has a hunger for souls, to share the saving Love of Jesus.
It is as if he is reminding us that the reason we join together in our various ecclesial structures is not for the
purpose of changing those structures first, but for the purpose of executing the great commission, reforming ourselves.
Let us, with St Dominic, renew our hunger for souls.

For in our day, Love has been displaced by the cheap
and tawdry imitations of lust and pride. Our world has
passed that “tipping point” where (as Rev Br Peter Hannah OP describes it) denials of God in the traditional dog-
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From the DLIPC Representative
An Appeal to Promote Life with one Catholic Voice
Excelling in the Principles and Practicality of the Social
Doctrine of the Catholic Church.
Our Lord commanded His people to help the poor. In doing so, what role does the government have in transferring income from wealthy people to the poor? Is that a
form of true charity? What about at the international
level? Many good people push national governments,
international institutions and non-governmental organizations to transfer wealth from “first” world (e.g. developed)
nations to “third” world (e.g. impoverished/developing)
nations. The method of transfer is for wealthy governments to tax their people so that taxpayer monies may be
transferred to poorer nations.
There are a number of institutions, programs and ideas
promoted to meet the goal of transferring income or
wealth from richer countries to their poorer neighbors.
You might recognize a few of these institutions and ideas.
These include, but are not limited to, the United Nations,
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the
U.S. foreign aid programs, and the U.S.A.I.D.; and among
the ideas for transfer of wealth, you can include 2015 Millennium goals, the earth charter, and the ideas of environmental sustainability, global warming campaigns, universal health care, and the international financial transaction
tax.
At the core of each institution or idea named above (by no
means an exhaustive list) is the idea of transferring income from wealthier countries to poorer nations. In many
ways, these can be good goals; yet is there a better or
more fruitful approach?
Is it possible that third world countries can avoid borrowing money from the wealthier nations? Is it better for
poorer countries to help their own population to produce
wealth and stability? Is it possible that the production of
wealth can be increased in poor countries so that more
people can live an opportunity-based economy by feeding
themselves and their families? Does social justice simply
involve the transfer of income from one part of society to
the less fortunate? Is there true justice where through the
use of force, the government by taxation takes from one
sector of society and gives to another less-fortunate sector of society?

ent-nation class—ever seeking to build a constituency of
client nations? Why should poor people in third world
countries not enjoy the opportunities presented from political and economic freedom; where life, liberty, and property rights are secured by law, enjoyed, and passed from
one generation to the next; and where religious freedom
is established under law?
These ideas were long ago established in constitutional
republics like in the United States and other nations that
recognize and maintain the natural rights of each human
person under law, inclusive of the right to life, the right to
liberty, and the right to property. Once established under
a constitution, each republic should be protected by a vigorously independent court system—upholding and securing the rights of each person and of property. If a poor
nation can develop into a wealthy nation, its own people
flourish and the public and private institutions that educate and uplift their peoples will change the economic,
political, and spiritual well-being of its poor. Much like the
people of the United States, a free people can be very
generous to its less-fortunate brothers and sisters.
Why not help dependent poor nations and their citizens
become independent? Why not help them rid their debtridden portfolios? Why not help them to build wealth by
developing their natural resources that is environmentally
responsible? In other words, by developing wealth within
their own borders, dependent nations become independent; building a sustainable future by developing their industry, agriculture, mining, timber, energy, manufacturing
and service sectors without an overarching dependency
upon government and taxation. In so doing, an independent nation that maintains the rule of law with a free economy; its people can excel in the common good and set
standards that meet the principles and practicality of the
social doctrine of the Catholic Church.
John Keenan
DLIPC Representative

It can be said that social justice involves the development
of peoples to live fully as stated in the Gospels and in the
social doctrine of the Catholic Church. A change in approach will help a country develop and produce its own
wealth, its natural resources and its people paired with a
strong policy to repair, reclaim and restore the environment.
Why should the international community build a depend-
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Urbi et Orbi
Pope Francis
Looking at the Child in the manger, Child of peace, our
thoughts turn to those children who are the most vulnerable victims of wars, but we think too of the elderly, to
battered women, to the sick… Wars shatter and hurt so
many lives!
Too many lives have been shattered in recent times by
the conflict in Syria, fueling hatred and vengeance. Let us
continue to ask the Lord to spare the beloved Syrian people further suffering, and to enable the parties in conflict
to put an end to all violence and guarantee access to humanitarian aid. We have seen how powerful prayer is!
And I am happy today too, that the followers of different
religious confessions are joining us in our prayer for
peace in Syria. Let us never lose the courage of prayer!
The courage to say: Lord, grant your peace to Syria and
to the whole world. And I also invite non-believers to desire peace with that yearning that makes the heart grow:
all united, either by prayer or by desire. But all of us, for
peace.

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those
whom he favors (Lk 2:14)
Dear brothers and sisters in Rome and throughout the
whole world, Greetings and Happy Christmas!
I take up the song of the angels who appeared to the
shepherds in Bethlehem on the night when Jesus was
born. It is a song which unites heaven and earth, giving
praise and glory to heaven, and the promise of peace to
earth and all its people.
I ask everyone to share in this song: it is a song for every
man or woman who keeps watch through the night, who
hopes for a better world, who cares for others while humbly seeking to do his or her duty.
Glory to God!
Above all else, this is what Christmas bids us to do: give
glory to God, for he is good, he is faithful, he is merciful.
Today I voice my hope that everyone will come to know
the true face of God, the Father who has given us Jesus.
My hope is that everyone will feel God’s closeness, live in
his presence, love him and adore him.
May each of us give glory to God above all by our lives,
by lives spent for love of him and of all our brothers and
sisters.
Peace to mankind
True peace - we know this well - is not a balance of opposing forces. It is not a lovely “façade” which conceals
conflicts and divisions. Peace calls for daily commitment,
but making peace is an art, starting from God’s gift, from
the grace which he has given us in Jesus Christ.

Grant peace, dear Child, to the Central African Republic,
often forgotten and overlooked. Yet you, Lord, forget no
one! And you also want to bring peace to that land, torn
apart by a spiral of violence and poverty, where so many
people are homeless, lacking water, food and the bare
necessities of life. Foster social harmony in South Sudan,
where current tensions have already caused too many
victims and are threatening peaceful coexistence in that
young state.
Prince of Peace, in every place turn hearts aside from
violence and inspire them to lay down arms and undertake the path of dialogue. Look upon Nigeria, rent by constant attacks which do not spare the innocent and defenseless. Bless the land where you chose to come into
the world, and grant a favorable outcome to the peace
talks between Israelis and Palestinians. Heal the wounds
of the beloved country of Iraq, once more struck by frequent acts of violence.
Lord of life, protect all who are persecuted for your name.
Grant hope and consolation to the displaced and refugees, especially in the Horn of Africa and in the eastern
part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Grant that
migrants in search of a dignified life may find acceptance
and assistance. May tragedies like those we have witnessed this year, with so many deaths at Lampedusa,
never occur again!
Child of Bethlehem, touch the hearts of all those engaged
in human trafficking, that they may realize the gravity of
this crime against humanity. Look upon the many children
who are kidnapped, wounded and killed in armed conflicts, and all those who are robbed of their childhood and
forced to become soldiers.
(Continued on next page)
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Lord of heaven and earth, look upon our planet, frequently exploited by human greed and rapacity. Help and
protect all the victims of natural disasters, especially the
beloved people of the Philippines, gravely affected by the
recent typhoon.
Dear brothers and sisters, today, in this world, in this humanity, is born the Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Let us
pause before the Child of Bethlehem. Let us allow our
hearts to be touched, let us not fear this. Let us not fear

that our hearts be moved. We need this! Let us allow ourselves to be warmed by the tenderness of God; we need
his caress. God’s caresses do not harm us. They give us
peace and strength. We need his caresses. God is full of
love: to him be praise and glory forever! God is peace: let
us ask him to help us to be peacemakers each day, in our
life, in our families, in our cities and nations, in the whole
world. Let us allow ourselves to be moved by God’s goodness.
Urbi et Orbi Message of Pope Francis,
Christmas 2013 (Link)

Lord Save us from the Subtle Conspiracies of Worldliness
Pope Francis
Drawing inspiration from a reading in the Book of the
Maccabees, Pope Francis warned the faithful to be attentive in our secularized and pleasure-seeking life-style
which often attacks the Church and imposes unjust rules
on Christians.
Referring to the first Reading of the day, the Pope spoke
of the passage which portrays the effort by the Jews to
regain their cultural and religious identity after Antiochus
IV Epiphanes suppressed the observance of Jewish laws
and desecrated the temple after having convinced the
people of God to abandon their traditions.
Lord, the Pope prayed, give me the discernment to recognize the subtle conspiracies of worldliness that lead us to
negotiate our values and our faith.
During his homily, Pope Francis warned the faithful
against what he described as a “globalized uniformity”
which is the result of secular worldliness.
Often he said, the people of God prefer to distance themselves from the Lord in favor of worldly proposals. He said
worldliness is the root of evil and it can lead us to abandon our traditions and negotiate our loyalty to God who is
always faithful. This – the Pope admonished – is called
apostasy, which he said is a form of “adultery” which
takes place when we negotiate the essence of our being:
loyalty to the Lord.

And referring again to the passage in the Book of Maccabees, in which all nations conformed to the king’s decree
and adopted customs foreign to their culture, the Pope
pointed out that this “is not the beautiful globalization,
unity of all nations, each with their own customs but
united, but the uniformity of hegemonic globalization, it is
– he said - the single thought: the result of secular worldliness”
And Pope Francis warned that this happens today. Moved
by the spirit of worldliness, people negotiate their fidelity
to the Lord, they negotiate their identity, and they negotiate their belonging to a people that God loves.
And with a reference to the 20th century novel “Lord of
the World” that focuses on the spirit of worldliness that
leads to apostasy, Pope Francis warned against the desire to “be like everyone else” and what he called an
“adolescent progressivism”. “What do you think?” – he
said bitterly – “that today human sacrifices are not made?
Many, many people make human sacrifices and there are
laws that protect them”.
What consoles us – he concluded – is that the Lord never
denies himself to the faithful. “He waits for us, He loves
us, He forgives us. Let us pray that His faithfulness may
save us from the worldly spirit that negotiates all. Let us
pray that he may protect us and allow us to go forward,
leading us by the hand, just like a father with his child.
Holding the Lord’s hand we will be safe”.

And he spoke of the contradiction that is inherent in the
fact that we are not ready to negotiate values, but we negotiate loyalty. This attitude – he said – “is a fruit of the
devil who makes his way forward with the spirit of secular
worldliness”.
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The Renewal of Preaching in the Liturgical Homily
For the New Evangelization
Gabriel de Chadarévian, OP
All this has made me firmly believe that, in our present
age of indifference, increasing hostility towards Christianity (especially Catholicism) and rampant secularization,
the Church urgently needs to rediscover the primacy of
Kerygma, the fundamental proclamation of the Paschal
Mystery, ad intra and ad extra.
As the new evangelization is mostly geared to those who
still identify themselves as Catholics, I will deliberately
restrict myself in this presentation to speaking about the
liturgical homily during Sunday Mass. As far as large portions of the Catholic Church worldwide are concerned, the
Sunday homily is still the best place for the proclamation
of the Mystery of Christ.
As a Friar of the Order of Preachers founded in the 13th
century, I like to think that I belong to a bloodline of famous preachers and teachers of the Catholic faith, starting with our founder St. Dominic, blessed Jordan of
Saxony (his first successor), St. Thomas Aquinas, St.
Catherine of Siena, St. Vincent Ferrer, and Father Henri–
Dominique Lacordaire, to name a few. The conviction that
was instilled to us as young Dominicans in formation, was
that our founder had bequeathed, or better handed onto
us, a gratia praedicationis, a special grace or charism of
preaching, a kind of “spiritual gene” whose activation is
necessary for the effective preaching of the Gospel, i.e.
for evangelization. In that sense, Vatican II has “rediscovered” evangelization, and is a great proponent and
beacon for the absolute need to evangelize. It has indeed
been affirmed that “the evangelical shift brought about by
Vatican II, Paul VI, and John Paul II is one of the most
dramatic developments in modern Catholicism”.
In my own teaching and pastoral experience, I have come
to realize, more and more, that a great number of practising Catholics know little about the faith they profess, and
whose Sunday Eucharist they more or less faithfully attend. Hence, the great responsibility for sound faith formation or catechesis (doctrinal and moral). I also quickly
discovered that among practicing Catholics (including
some clergy), few have developed a vital, intimate, and
loving relationship with Jesus Christ; few have experienced a living and personal encounter with the Risen
Lord in the Eucharist, in the sacraments, in their personal
prayer, and their activities, choosing him as the true center, Saviour and Lord of their lives. The dearth and poverty of these two essential components in the life of many
Catholics (knowledge of the faith and personal relationship with Christ) have led to a hemorrhaging out of the
Church, especially in Europe and North America, and a
lukewarmness combined with doctrinal and moral confusion in the lives of many practicing Catholics.

My purpose here is not to detail the content of a good
homily, but to delineate the focus and attitudes of heart
and mind of the homilist himself.
It is my conviction, borne out of 25 years of experience,
that the essential condition for a fruitful homily is the total
surrender of the homilist to the grace and power of the
Holy Spirit. He must have experienced a “personal Pentecost” and put his life and ministry under the lordship of
Jesus Christ.
Despite the claims of the prophets of doom and obvious
abuses, the reception and the proper interpretation of the
Second Vatican Council is ongoing. I am a firm believer
that Vatican II was guided and led by the Holy Spirit who
is the very dynamism of renewal and, therefore, of evangelization. Let us remember that, just as Pope Leo XIII
prayed for a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit in 1901,
Blessed John XXIII prayed in 1962 for “a new Pentecost.”
In preparation for Vatican II, he prayed:
O God, renew your wonders in this our day, as by a
new Pentecost. Grant to your Church that, being of one
mind and steadfast in prayer with Mary, the Mother of
Jesus, and following the lead of blessed Peter, it may
advance the reign of our Divine Savior, the reign of truth
and justice, the reign of love and peace. Amen.
If Vatican II is the Council of renewal and continuity by the
grace of the Holy Spirit, then, by the same token, the Sunday homily as an integral part of the Liturgy of the Word,
can only be renewed and energized by the Holy Spirit.
Kerygma or the proclamation of the Paschal Mystery
should lead to metanoia , a progressive (or radical) conversion of the heart to the Gospel. But, it is the Holy Spirit
who is the great “Converter” waiting to be “stirred up” or
“fanned into flame” in the hearts of the faithful, through
the preaching of Christ crucified. As Pope Paul VI said in
Continued on next page)
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his very powerful apostolic exhortation “On Evangelisation”: “…the Holy Spirit is the principal agent of evangelization. It is he who inspires each individual to proclaim
the Gospel, and it is he who causes the word of salvation
to be understood and accepted. It was not by chance that
the inauguration of evangelization took place on the
morning of Pentecost under the inspiration of the Spirit”.
It is noteworthy that the greatest aspect of the renewal of
the Eucharistic Liturgy that Vatican II has brought is the
introduction of the epiclesis, right before the words of
consecration of the bread and wine.
That is why preaching in the power of the Holy Spirit is
essential. Hopefully, this kerygmatic preaching will elicit
conversion which in turn awakens the desire in the believer for a deeper knowledge and understanding of the
faith, which is catechesis.
However, what is sorely needed in our parishes, before
faith formation or catechesis, which is, in itself, very important, is boldness in the kerygma, the proclamation of
Christ crucified and risen.
A kerygmatic or evangelistic homily is characterized by
the boldness of the delivery of the Gospel message as it
comes directly from the work of the Holy Spirit, inspiring
and empowering the homilist to preach. We see this
clearly in the preaching of the early Church: especially in
the Book of Acts, as well as in the letters of St. Paul and
St. John, the frequent use of the word parrhèsia which
means “freedom in speech, confident frankness, assurance and boldness” is indicative of the Holy Spirit imparting to the praying Christian community, or to the preacher
of the Gospel, the boldness of proclamation of the
Kerygma.
Given that a Sunday homily must never exceed 12-15
minutes, the homilist—bishop, priest or deacon—has to
break open the Word of God for the faithful, and preach
the Paschal Mystery to them in a simple language and in
a passionate way, not only for the sake of keeping them
alert and attentive, but most importantly to convey to
them, through his own experience and witness of life, the
infinite love of God.
This is where passion and enthusiasm to communicate
the Kerygma are absolutely necessary. However, it is
very important that these be authenticated by what the
New Testament and the Church Fathers call martyria, the
witness of life of the homilist/preacher. Once again, we
listen to Pope Paul VI:
…this century thirsts for authenticity. Do you really believe what you are proclaiming? Do you live what you
believe? Do you preach what you live? The world expects from us simplicity of life, the spirit of prayer, obedience, humility, detachment and self-sacrifice”.
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Enthusiasm and passion are summed up by St. Paul and
some Church Fathers by another word: plèrophoria
which means “full certainty, assurance, conviction, persuasion,” an experiential manifestation of fullness that the
Holy Spirit gives both to the listeners and to the preacher
of the Gospel. This “pentecostal” experience of the power
of God, working through the words of the homilist, may
also be accompanied by a manifestation of the charisms
of the Holy Spirit, leading to a deep conversion of life of
the listeners.
Finally, we need to stress what Paul has so beautifully
and powerfully said in his hymn about the agapè love of
God:
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but
do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so
as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am
nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand
over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love,
I gain nothing.
The life of the homilist is thus meant to be an expression
of God’s infinite love for those he is evangelizing, a love
that yearns to bring them to salvation, to fullness of life in
Christ. The Greek Fathers called God “the Lover of humankind” (ho Philanthrôpos) and went so far as to describe his love for wounded and sinful humanity, his creation, as “crazy, extravagant, scandalous love” (manikon
erôs), so intense and total it is.
At the heart of an anointed and fruitful homily is the
preaching of this madness of God’s love for each and
everyone, who “loved the world so much that he gave his
only Son”.
The homilist would have reached his goal when his listeners become true disciples of Christ, joyful witnesses and
missionaries of Jesus as Lord, and the evangelical life
offered to them by the Church. They definitely would be
journeying on the road to holiness which is one of the
greatest legacies of Vatican II that emphasised so powerfully the “universal call to holiness.”
Homiletic and Pastoral Review (Link)
Fr. Gabriel de Chadarévian, O.P., has taught patristic theology and anthropology at the Dominican University College of Philosophy and Theology in Ottawa (Canada).
Having also been involved in university chaplaincy, he is
presently the assistant pastor at St. Mary Parish in Vancouver, British Columbia. He holds a Licentiate in Theology and a D.E.A. in patristics (Strasbourg, France).
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A Reflection on the Modern Error of Preaching Mercy without Repentance
Monsignor Charles Pope
1.He may need others to testify to him some concern
for his health, for many exhibit various levels of denial
as to their condition especially when it involves things
like overeating, smoking, or drinking.
2.He then needs to accept that his condition is serious
enough that needs both help and change.
3.He needs to decide to seek the help of the medical
profession and follow through on that decision by
scheduling and keeping an appointment with a doctor.

There are of course many ways of describing the pastoral, liturgical and theological struggles of our day. But
one very simple way of describing current problems that
touches on all these areas is simply this: that a presumptive attitude of mercy without repentance is both taught
and widely held by far too many modern Catholics, and
other Christians.
There is much talk of how God loves us, is rich in mercy,
is kind and forgiving. And all of these things are true. But
another essential truth is that these gifts, these essential
attributes of God, are accessed by repentance. It is repentance that opens the door to mercy, forgiveness, and
kindness.
Perhaps an analogy will help. Consider a man who is in
very poor health. Perhaps he has a host of problems that
surround obesity such as hypertension, cholesterol, diabetes etc. Now modern medicine has a lot to offer people
who are struggling with poor health. The healing help includes everything from medicine to surgery, to information
on nutrition etc. But in order for this man to access that
healing help, a number of things are first necessary:

There’s no question in my mind that the abuses in the
sacred liturgy, reduction of the sacred liturgy to some
kind of human activity, is strictly correlated with a lot of
moral corruption and with a levity in catechesis that has
been shocking and has left generations of Catholics illprepared to deal with the challenges of our time by addressing the Catholic faith to those challenges. You can
see it in the whole gamut of Church life.

Now, when he does this, AND ONLY when he does this,
will the healing help of the medical profession unfold for
him. It is not enough for him to say, “Well isn’t it great that
there are doctors, medical professionals, information, and
medicine that can help me! It’s just wonderful that there
are so many caring and professional people out there
who can help and save me!” No, that is not enough. He
has to make a change and actually reach out and develop
a relationship with the medical community. He has to actually take the medicine. It is not enough to praise the
medicine, he has to take it. It is not enough to feel reassured that there are people out there, he actually has to
go to them, interact with them, and set a new course.
And this is an analogy for the spiritual life and repentance.
God’s offer of mercy and healing love stand, and are offered to everyone. But these magnificent gifts must be
accessed through repentance. That is to say, we must
come to understand the seriousness of our condition, turn
to God, call upon his mercy, and begin to receive the glorious medicine he offers: the medicine of his Word, of the
Sacraments, of prayer, and walking in fellowship with the
Church, which he established as his ongoing presence
and voice in the world (cf Acts 2:42).
The Greek word that is usually translated as repentance
or repent is metanoia and it means more than simply to
clean up our act. Most literally it means to come to a new
mind, or a new way of thinking. This is why God’s word,
the teachings of the Church, and preaching are so essential for all of us. Whereas perverse councils separate us
from God, (Wisdom 1:3), God’s truth proclaimed in the
Scriptures and the teachings of the Church summon us
back to him, summon us to a new mind, a new way of
thinking. It convicts us of error and sin, but also announces the Savior who is the saving Truth who sets us
free.
But of course it is not enough for us simply to hear of this
new way of thinking, we must actually come to it, decide
for it. Repentance is to actually embrace this new mind,
and this unlocks all the blessings the healings, the mercy,
and the salvation that is promised. We must allow the

Cardinal Raymond Burke, Zenit.org
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(Continued from previous page)

grace of God, interacting with our freedom to effect an
actual change, a decision in our life that changes the way
we think, the way we act, and puts us into a saving relationship with the Divine Physician Jesus.
Like the patient above, we must be brought to understand
the seriousness of our condition, come to know that there
is saving help available, and then by positive decision,
rooted in grace, actually reach out to lay hold of that help.
Repentance is the door, is the key that unlocks mercy.

mind, come to your senses, reject your sins, be washed
clean and come to Jesus. And this will unlock the supreme blessing of the Holy Spirit of God, who is the
mercy of God, the love of God the very life and grace of
God!
And how is this accessed? Repentance.
Isaiah had said, The Redeemer will come to Zion, to
those in Jacob who repent of their sins,” declares the
LORD (Is 59:20).

Yet too often today mercy is preached without reference
to repentance. Too many who preach and too many who
hear have come to see mercy as granted without any human engagement. One simply has it automatically, no
matter what.

And to the Disciples in Emmaus Jesus said, This is what
is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead
on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. (Luke
24:46-48)

Yet that is not what Scripture teaches. Most notably,
Simon Peter on Day One of Pentecot and the going for of
the gospel preached a sermon laying out who Jesus is,
and how we, in our sin and rebellion killed the very author
of life. The text from Acts says,

(Continued on next page)

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what
shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:37-38)
Thus, when asked what they are to do, Peter does not
say, “Don’t worry, all is well, God is mercy. He says,
“Repent and baptized.” In other words, come to a new

Freedom, For What?
Such a false freedom [as the idea of progress] created
minds who were more interested in the search for truth,
than the truth itself; they sought not to find, but to have
the thrill of seeking; they knocked not to have the door of
truth opened, but to listen to the sound of their knuckles;
they asked not to receive the purpose of life, but to hear
the tones of their own voices. They loved to talk about
the glorious quest for truth, but they were very careful to
avoid discovering it. The search for truth carries but few
responsibilities and may often be veneered with a priggish insincerity, but its discovery is a burden and a challenge which we were willing to face. Herein is the first
defect of our decaying liberty– we forgot why we wanted
to be free. Until we answer that question, our talk about
liberty is but “sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal.”
Fulton Sheen, Freedom Under God
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From a Sermon On Pastors by St. Augustine
But what sort of shepherds are they who for fear of giving offense not only fail to prepare the sheep for the
temptations that threaten, but even promise them worldly
happiness? God himself made no such promise to this
world. On the contrary, God foretold hardship upon hardship in this world until the end of time. And you want the
Christian to be exempt from these troubles? Precisely
because he is a Christian, he is destined to suffer more
in this world.
For the Apostle says: All who desire to live a holy life in
Christ will suffer persecution. But you, shepherd, seek
what is yours and not what is Christ’s, you disregard
what the Apostle says: All who want to live a holy live in
Christ will suffer persecution. You say instead: “If you
live a holy life in Christ, all good things will be yours in
abundance…” Is this the way you build up the believer?
Take note of what you are doing and where you are
placing him. You have built him on sand. The rains will
come, the river will overflow and rush in, the winds will
blow, and the elements will dash against that house of
yours. It will fall, and its ruin will be great.
Lift him up from the sand and put him on the rock. Let
him be in Christ, if you wish him to be a Christian. Let
him turn his thoughts to sufferings, however unworthy
they may be in comparison to Christ’s. Let him center his
attention on Christ, who was without sin, and consider
Scripture which says to him: He chastises every son
whom he acknowledges. Let him prepare to be chastised, or else not seek to be acknowledged as a son.
Friday of the 24th Week of Ordinary Time
Liturgy of the Hours, Office of Readings
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And thus preachers and teachers in the Church, who are
Christ’s witnesses, must proclaim repentance that unlocks
the forgiveness and mercy of God.
St. Paul warns, In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to
repent (Acts 17:30).

Faith and repentance are the supernaturally transformed
and assisted human element that is necessary to unlock
mercy and the graces of God. To ignore or deny this
amounts to a denial of human freedom and does not help
God’s people. Rather it hinders them, for mercy is accessed through repentance, and without it, the door cannot open. Repentance must be preached to all the nations
because repentance, by God’s grace opens the door.

Thus those who preach and teach mercy without repentance are deceivers and likely themselves deceived. And
those who think of mercy without reference to repentance
are deceived.

Msgr Charles Pope writes at the Blog of
the Archdiocese of Washington (Link)

Of Mystery and Reason
Michael Kent
If the mystery of the Blessed Trinity transcends human
reason, it does not on that account contradict reason. In
fact, when all things are made clear in the light of Divine
Truth, it will be seen that no Mystery of Faith, however
obscure to man’s darkened intellect, is contrary to reason.
Divine Mysteries are mysteries to creatures only, never to
be completely fathomed; they are not mysteries to God.
They are in full accord with Truth, being a part of Truth;
they may now be explained only incompletely, not because they are inexplicable, but because human reason
is limited; to the extent that they a can be understood,
they are found not to disagree with reason, nor to contradict it.
Perversions and denials of the Divine Mysteries, on the
other hand, being falsehoods, are not only inexplicable by
reason, but in opposition to it. Thus, the difficulty of Three
Divine Persons in one God does no violence to reason,
since the apparent contradiction is reconciled by the character of Love, which demands precisely three for its completeness; but the concept of a God who is only one Person, ad at the same time loves, outrages reason and lowers faith to the level of mere credulity: for one person
alone cannot love.
It is the characteristic of a halfwit, when he learns of an
abuse to condemn the use: to say none shall drive an
automobile because some automobiles kill pedestrians or
no one shall have wine because some get drunk, or that
none shall have property because some freemen ignored
the poor. The more balanced mind rejects both Liberalism and Totalitarianism, because he refuses on the one
hand to isolate man from social responsibilities which is
to endanger liberty by making man a bull in a china shop.
On the other hand he refuses to absorb man into the collectivity which destroys liberty by making man an apple in
the collective applesauce.
Fulton Sheen, Freedom Under God
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God is infinite and eternal. Here, too, are mysteries. The
human intellect, finite and liable to error, draws back terrified from the consideration of truths as overwhelming as
infinity and eternity. How can anything – how can God
Himself – have no beginning and no end? Men, unwilling
to admit their limitations, will reduce God to their measure. God is for them an Urge, a Force, an Experiment:
none of which is infinite or eternal.
But an Urge, a Force, an Experiment cannot love. Only
persons can love. For love, persons are necessary. And
God is love.
Is it possible to imagine a time before Love was? Or a line
beyond which Love does not exist?
The demands made upon faith by the concepts of infinity
and eternity are less staggering, even to human reason,
than any proposition which would stet the beginning of
Love at a certain date in time and the boundary of Love at
a specified distance in space.
Truth may transcend reason; falsehood contradicts it.
Truth may demand faith; falsehood requires gullibility to
be believed. The Divine Mysteries, though surpassing
human comprehension, are nevertheless reasonable,
more credible than the falsehoods which are proposed for
acceptance in their place.
Bond of Peace, Michael Kent, 1945

“As true Christians we ought to abolish or lessen a
practice we see is abused”
Martin Luther, “dissertation on Christian Liberty,” in
Bond of Peace, Michael Kent
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Question Answered
Fr Brian Thomas Becket Mullady, OP

The latter part of this verse has always been taken to refer to a condemnation of homosexuality, as has Leviticus
18:22: “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is
an abomination.”

Question: With all the politically correct steps taken in society to approve “gay marriage” as though homosexuality
is just as normal as heterosexuality, are there any clear
statements in Scripture that homosexuality is a sin and
unnatural?
Answer: There are a number of theologians and exegetes
in all Christian denominations who, at best, find it highly
questionable to maintain that there is any explicit biblical
condemnation of homosexuality. This is true of Catholic
priests also. Of course, one is aware that almost any reference to biblical sources without tradition will be debated
from the point of view of the culture, and the words used
in the original language. The issue then becomes an inhouse discussion among experts. Often the very lack of
clarity on the matter seems to lead to difficulties in accepting the teaching of the Church.
It would seem then that an explanation of the general
teaching of the Church is important. Homosexuality is
condemned as unnatural because neither of the two
goods of marriage can follow from it in any realistic way.
Procreation, and the education of the children of procreation, cannot follow from homosexual acts. Since procreation is impossible as an act of the sharing of seed, homosexual acts cannot really be an expression of the unity of
the two parties, which is essential to the spousal love of
marriage. Once this is established, one can refer to some
biblical texts which the Church has always interpreted as
strictly condemning homosexuality.
In the Old Testament, Deuteronomy 23:17 says: “There
shall be no cult prostitute of the daughters of Israel; neither shall there be a cult prostitute of the sons of Israel.”
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The New Testament has many such texts. Examples
would be: “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither
the immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals” (1 Cor. 6: 9-10). “For this reason God gave them up
to their dishonorable passions. Their women exchanged
natural relations for unnatural, and the men likewise gave
up natural relations with women and were consumed with
passion for one another, men committing shameless acts
with men and receiving in their own persons the due penalty for their error” (Romans 1: 26-27). “… immoral persons, sodomites, kidnapers, liars, perjurers, and whatever
else is contrary to sound doctrine” (1 Tim. 1:10). “Just as
Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which
likewise acted immorally and indulged in unnatural lust,
serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire” (Jude 7).
Many of these texts are also cited by the Catechism of the
Catholic Church as scriptural examples of Church teaching: “Basing itself on Sacred Scripture, which presents
homosexual acts as acts of grave depravity, tradition has
always declared that ‘homosexual acts are intrinsically
disordered’ (CDF, Persona human 8). They are contrary
to the natural law. They close the sexual act to the gift of
life. They do not proceed from a genuine affective and
sexual complementarity. Under no circumstances can
they be approved” (2357).
At the same time, the Catechism notes that the Church
judges the action and not the person. So, unjust discrimination of homosexuals is also contrary to Christ’s teaching. Nonetheless, homosexuals are still called to live a
chaste life, and master their unnatural tendencies, so they
can truly enjoy unselfish friendship.
Fr Brian Mullady OP writes a regular column in
Homiletic and Pastoral Review (Link)

Let us not be naive: [same-sex marriage] is not simply a
political struggle, but it is an attempt to destroy God’s
plan. It is not just a bill but a ‘move’ of the Father of Lies
[Satan] who seeks to confuse and deceive the children
of God.
Cardinal Bergoglio, July 2010
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What is it to Think With the Church?
Friday, January 31: DSPT Symposium
"We should not even think,” Pope Francis has said, “that
‘thinking with the church’ means only thinking with the
hierarchy of the church.” What then, does it mean?
Every year, around the Feast Day of St. Thomas Aquinas,
lay Catholic intellectuals and leaders from a variety of disciplines gather at the Dominican School of Philosophy
and Theology (DSPT) in Berkeley to discern important
questions together with the School. This year we are taking up the question of what it means to think with the
Church.
As a graduate school and ecclesial institution in the Dominican tradition rooted in its charism to preach, DSPT is
dedicated to the study of philosophy and theology, and
we are committed to engaging contemporary culture.
What it means to think with the Church is therefore a
question that is intimate to our work and mission. But it is
also a question that is relevant to Catholics everywhere.
And DSPT is uniquely positioned to serve as a theological
and philosophical resource to the whole Catholic community.
You are welcome to join us in person or via livestreaming
on Saturday, February 1 at 1:30pm as we take up the
question at the 5th Annual Convocation of the DSPT College of Fellows. DSPT Fellows Michael Naughton, Gregory Wolfe, and Richard Gallagher will offer presentations
entitled Catholic Imagination and Contemporary Culture:
What Is It to Think with the Church? There will be dynamic Q&A with the presenters and other members of the
College of Fellows. A reception will follow.
Michael Naughton is the Director of the John A. Ryan Institute for Catholic Social Thought and holds the Alan W.
Moss Endowed Chair in Catholic Social Thought. He is
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Full Professor with a Joint Appointment in the Departments of Ethics & Business Law and Catholic Studies at
the University of St. Thomas in Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota.
Gregory Wolfe is Writer in Residence at Seattle Pacific
University (SPU), where he teaches English literature and
creative writing. He is the founder and director of the Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing at SPU, the first program of its kind to integrate a studio writing degree with
intensive reflection upon the literary and aesthetic riches
of the Judeo-Christian tradition. He is also the Founder
and Editor of Image, one of America’s top literary quarterlies.
Richard Gallagher is Emeritus Scientist of Cancer Control
Research at the British Columbia Cancer Agency (BCCA)
and Clinical Professor at the School of Population and
Public Health at the University of British Columbia. Dr.
Gallagher participates in and oversees important cancer
related research worldwide.
Other DSPT Fellows are: Mary Cunningham Agee, Ron
Austin, Gil Bailie, William Cox, André Delbecq, Barbara
Elliott, Robert Flint, Ray Flynn, Ned Dolejsi, Dana Gioia,
Ron Hansen, Mary Hirschfeld, Russell Hittinger, Dan Lungren, John T. Noonan, Jr., Velma Richmond, Kevin Starr,
Anthony Tersigni, Gleaves Whitney, and Agnieszka
Winkler. Cardinal Stafford serves as the episcopal liaison
to the College of Fellows.
To learn more about the College of Fellows and its members,
please visit www.dspt.edu/fellows. For more information about
the event, including directions and how to RSVP (necessary!),
please visit www.dspt.edu/convocation. On the webpage you
can also find a link to view the event live on the internet.
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Additional Resources
Pope Francis








Encyclical Lumen Fidei (Link)
The Holy See (Link)
Vatican Radio (Link)
Vatican Information Service (Link)
L’Osservatore Romano (Link)
Fides News Agency (Link)
CDF on Communion for Divorced-Remarried (Link)

Western Province Preaching Blog (Link)


The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

- Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—Bob Curtis
http://www.dominicus-shop.com

DISCERNMENT WEEKEND. God may be calling you to a
life of Prayer and Contemplation for the needs of the
Church and the salvation of souls. The Cloistered Dominican Nuns of Corpus Christi Monastery in Menlo Park
will host a discernment weekend for women ages 18-40
who are aspiring to become a cloistered nun. The weekend starts from late afternoon of Friday Jan 10th to noon
on Sunday Jan 12th, 2014. Sessions will include daily
Mass, Adoration, and chanted Divine Office; with conferences given by the Dominican nuns and the friars. For
more information contact the Vocation Directress at (650)
322-1801 ext.19 or e-mail: vocations@nunsmenlo.org

Fr John Vidmar, OP, associate professor of history at
Providence College, recently wrote a short work that
aimed to address the most commonly asked questions
about these two easily misunderstood eras in Church
history. Entitled 101 Questions and Answers on the Crusades and the Inquisition: Disputed Questions (Paulist
Press, 2013), the book takes seriously the historical witness regarding these events, as well as the concerns of
contemporary men and women about their legacy in the
modern world. (Amazon Link)

Truth Be Told 32

Page 14

Jan-Feb

The Father’s Will: Christ’s
Crucifixion and the Goodness of God
Nicholas Lombardo OP
The night before his crucifixion, in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asks his Father to take away the cup of
his suffering, but then says, "not my will, but yours, be
done." Shortly afterward, Judas arrives, and his arrival
reveals something important about the Father's will. Yet
much remains obscure. The sheer fact of Christ's crucifixion shows only that God was not willing to spare his Son.
It does not shed any light on the positive content of the
Father's will. Drawing on philosophical analysis and historical-critical exegesis, The Father's Will sets out to clarify the Father's will for Christ and how it relates to his
death on the cross. Then, after considering the theologies
of Anselm and Peter Abelard, it argues for the recovery of
the early Christian category of ransom.
Since Christians look to the crucifixion to make sense of
their suffering, the Father's will for Christ relates to many
existential questions; it also shapes the place of God the
Father in Christian theology and culture. Interpreting the
crucifixion as a ransom makes the goodness of God more
evident. It also makes it easier to see God the Father as
the author of our salvation, rather than a stern judge who
must be placated. And since the category of ransom
traces back to Jesus' saying in the Gospels about giving
his life "as a ransom for many," it has great claim to interpret the crucifixion in the way Jesus himself interpreted it.
Nicholas E. Lombardo, O.P., received his Ph.D. from the
University of Cambridge, and is now Assistant Professor
of Historical and Systematic Theology at The Catholic
University of America in Washington, D.C. His book The
Logic of Desire: Aquinas on Emotion is published by The
Catholic University of America Press, for which he was
awarded the John Templeton Award for Theological
Promise in 2011. (Link)
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From City to City
Ven. Henry Morse, SJ, 1645
Soon after his second recovery from the plague, he was
committed to Newgate for being a priest and seducing his
Majesty s subjects from the religion by law established,
and a certificate was read in court showing that he had
perverted 560 Protestants in and about the Parish of St.
Giles in the Fields. For being a priest he was banished in
1641, and again he devoted himself to the English soldiers quartered in Flanders, till in 1643 ne returned to the
North of England, and there resumed his missionary labors. Apprehended, he was lodged for the night in a constable s house whose wife was a Catholic and enabled
him to escape. About six weeks after, however, God s will
that he should suffer for His Name plainly appeared, for
he was recognized, arrested, and shipped from Newcastle for London. At sea he endured much from the barbarous usage of the crew, and was nearly lost with the ship
in a violent storm. The martyr s crown was, however, to
be his. Arrived in London, he was committed to Newgate,
and, notwithstanding that his brother, a Protestant, left no
stone unturned to save his life, he was sentenced to
death for high treason on his previous conviction of being
a priest. He suffered February 1, 1644.
"And when they shall persecute in one city,
flee into another." MATT. x. 23.
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Extraordinary Glory: On the Beauty of Nature,
Plane Flights, and Obscure Rubrics
Br Peter Junipero Hannah OP
"And when they came to threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah
put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for
the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the Lord was kindled
against Uzzah; and God smote him there because he put
forth his hand to the ark; and he died there beside the ark
of God."(2 Sam 6.3)
I recently had the
tremendous opportunity to fly in a single engine prop
plane. A friend of
mine with a pilot's
license is part of a
club that shares
planes and resources and such,
and had been inviting me to go up with him for some time. Stupendous. Majestic. Enthralling. Wonder-filled. Got me, naturally, thinking about liturgy! Specifically, about the ancient liturgy
proper to my order, also known as the Dominican Rite.
The archdiocese of Miami posted a few months back one
laywoman's account of experiencing the Extraordinary
Form for the first time.1 She relates that, despite the preconceived notions about this mass she had imbibed from
the media, her experience was remarkably enriching. She
recounts an initial confusion, bridging into an entranced
awe, and then a gradually free surrender to the beauty of
a liturgy which was, on the one hand, entirely outside her
experience, yet on the other, mysteriously and profoundly
united with the saints in heaven and through history. Fr. Z
linked her article on his blog, which seems to have
spawned several more accounts (here, here, and here).
I add my voice to this growing and, as it were, polyphonic
chorus. As a Gen-X convert to the Catholic Faith (raised
Presbyterian, entered the Church in 2003), my exposure
to any mass prior to about 2001 was rare, much less the
old rite(s) of preconciliar days. The last thing on my mind
upon initial conversion was the existence or possible importance of older liturgical forms. Although I did tend to
drift towards more relatively sober and reverent liturgies,
at that point most of my needy soul's gaze was inebriated
with the riches of Sacred Tradition, the philosophical and
theological patrimony of the Church, the gift of an ecclesial hierarchy that unites the Church's faith across space
and time, and above all the supreme gift of the Blessed
Sacrament. The more I have grown in my Catholic faith,
however, the more I have come to realize the importance
of liturgical form.
On this question, one often hears it said that the
"externals" of liturgy are secondary to the really important

thing, which is one's relationship with Christ. This is true
in principle, but misleading. Outward forms matter for the
same reason the Incarnation matters: as bodily creatures
we perceive the invisible through the visible; the form
through the accident, to use scholastic language. When
the "accidents" of liturgical aesthetics are shoddy, undignified, or banal, this can implicitly communicate -- especially through long repetition -- false ideas about the character of God. But I get ahead of myself.
My first consistent encounter with the Extraordinary Form
was on my "residency" year in Anchorage, Alaska (201011), where one mass every Sunday is offered according
to the Dominican Rite, the ancient rite proper to the Order
of Preachers.2 At the time these were Low Masses (no
choir, one server, much silence) and my initial experience
of it was a kind of dumb reverence. I sat and gazed inquisitively at the priest facing away from the congregation -or rather, towards the East(!), at the server bustling back
and forth seeming to obey minute rubrics with military-like
precision, and on certain intermittent occasions being
graced with the priest's voice or direct address: a
"Dominus vobiscum" here, a "nobis quoque peccatoribus"
there. The feel and flow of the Mass was unfamiliar but
silent and rather unassuming. I was not distracted or paying much attention to the priest's personality quirks; I was
not even so conscious of the words being spoken, except
for trying to pick out a Latin phrase here or there. Yet it
was all oddly entrancing. In a way I could hardly describe,
I felt transported into a reverence for something mysterious I did not understand, but in which I sensed a profound
unity, coherence, discipline, and depth.
The rhythms of the natural world come to mind. Some
may have seen the excellent, excellent (did I say excellent?) BBC series Planet Earth. Transported to inner
sancta of the jungles, deserts, ice plains, sea-depths, and
mountain ranges of our world, one frequently wants to
(Continued on next page)
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Extraordinary Glory
(Continued from previous page)

burst out while beholding the marvels, "this looks like another planet!" All manner of bizarre, enchanting, and startling phenomena carry themselves out day-to-day on
earth, in an order mind-bogglingly elaborate, yet somehow reassuringly solid, steady, and consistently turning.
Hamlet was right: there are more things in heaven and
earth than are dreamt of in Horatio's philosophy; or in
anyone else's for that matter. Such expansive complexity
overspreads every inch of the cosmos, yet underneath it a
profound and awe-inspiring order shines through. God
apparently was interested in aesthetics, in the "externals"
of the cosmos, when He created it.
Which brings me back to the
liturgy and planes. The wonder one experiences when
watching Planet Earth occurs in concreto, as it were,
by going up in a single-prop
plane. Part of nature's power
to evoke awe lies precisely
in its lack of familiarity, in its
uncontrollability, in the fact
that it can bedazzle you (like
this) but also spike your
neck-hairs (like this). Part of
the thrill of a plane flight, too,
lies precisely in a certain
"cost" paid up front: the danger of being thousands of feet
up in the air, your life at the mercy of the human engineers who designed the plane, and the sheer know-how
of the pilot guiding it. In other words, the experience of
anything transcendent evokes a reverence for something
other, unfamiliar, unpredictable, and even dangerous. It
should not surprise us, then, that a Mass with centuries of
venerable tradition behind it expresses the adoration of
God in forms and appearances -- governed by minute and
complex rubrics -- that are unfamiliar to our daily experience. If Nature is complex, yet profoundly beautiful and
ordered, all the more the outer-reaches of reality we peer
into when the Triune God is adored at the Mass. God's
exceeding beauty, goodness, and majesty would seem to
call forth naturally -- or supernaturally, as it were -- liturgical forms that are unfamiliar to us, that enkindle the twin
instincts of admiration and, well, something that makes
your neck-hairs stand up.
To carry the plane analogy
a bit further, I recall sitting
on the runway before takeoff that brisk early morning.
With a certain reverential
wonder, I admired the symmetry of the plane's wings,
the aerodynamic perfection
of the body, the simple and

compact yet, used rightly, wonderful winged potential of
this piece of modern machinery sitting silently before me
in the pre-dawn light. Awesome. So too, I was glad my
friend Doug was scrupulous in checking the specs of the
plane before flight (every door, tire, wing flap, and fluid
level) since in a few moments this elaborate device would
soar us into the heavens at the peril of our lives. His technical knowledge had to be quite elaborate, and his execution virtually flawless, in accordance with the greatness
and difficulty of the task. Similarly, it is fitting that liturgy,
which is ordered to offering the God of Heaven right worship and lifting souls to union with Him, should reflect the
majesty of this God by being complex yet ordered, diverse in movement yet unified in purpose, highly detailed
in rubric yet graceful and awe-evoking in overall appearance. If planes that launch bodies into both awe-inspiring
and potentially dangerous physical flights require diligent
and careful attention, even more the liturgy, the privileged
flashpoint where Heaven itself shines through to us who
dwell upon the earth.
In the last half-century it has been common to want and
"design" liturgies that are more simple, common-place,
and closer to the informal and popular customs of the surrounding culture. Whatever we want to say about the
manner in which this "inculturation" occurs, what Newman
called the "unutterable beauty" of the Mass hangs absolutely, I would assert, on the manner in which the liturgy
respects and so reflects, God's simultaneous immanence
and transcendence. God humbles Himself to appear as
bread and wine, yes; God is closer to us than our inmost
self, yes; God is compassionate, gentle, and forgiving,
yes -- thank God for our sakes that He would come so
near to us! But He is also infinitely removed from our experience, and acts in unpredictable and often very politically incorrect ways. He zapped Uzzah for the apparently
understandable action of trying to steady a tottering ark,
since Uzzah was not a priest (2 Sam 6:3); He killed
Nadab and Abihu for using the wrong type of incense for
sacrifice (Lev 10:1); and He metes out punishment to
those who would contravene His commands, even disciplining those he loves (cf. 1 Sm 15.3, Ex 12.2, Num 31.718; Heb 12.6). He is "good to all, and has compassion on
all He has made" (Psalm 145:9), but is also a "consuming
fire" whose holiness excludes anyone who is not themselves holy from seeing Him face-to-face in heaven (cf.
Heb 12:29 and 12:14).
Today we are not used to thinking of God in these terms.
But we cannot get God's immanence without respecting
His transcendence. If we want the fullness of God's love,
we must (by grace, of course) accord with the strictness
of His justice. Adoring His infinite majesty is the condition
for uniting with and growing in His intimate love. I have
been drawn to the ancient rite proper to my order quite
simply because there is a depth and beauty in it, experi(Continued on next page)
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Extraordinary Glory
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enced precisely through the
complexity and "other-ness"
of its outward form, that (for
many reasons) is often not
accessible in vast swaths of
the Church today, where
the new Mass was not implemented in a way that
organically developed from
the pre-Vatican II years.3
And it is precisely, in one
sense, this outward and
highly ordered complexity
that kindles the twin instincts of admiration and
fear, of astonishment with a
hint of alarm, which one
feels in the natural wonders
of earth, or in the experience of flight. Instead of the
"externals" of Mass being odd and annoying superfluities
one must "get past" in order to focus on the really important thing, I have discovered rather that they are genuine
reflections of the honor, attention, and dignity due the Triune God, as well as highly fitting for facilitating the individual believer's personal encounter with this God.

I would go so far as to assert this sort of legitimate liturgical reform as "storm center" of the vaunted New Evangelization, insofar as John Paul II launched the latter in 1992
as a Eucharistically centered affair -- but that would require another article. For now, we pray God would give all
Catholics the fidelity, awareness of his Presence, and
single-minded devotion to His glory upon the earth, to
order our lives around worship in Spirit and in Truth.

All liturgical images above were taken at a Solemn High Mass
recently celebrated, according to the Dominican Rite, at Star of
the Sea parish in San Francisco, with Fr. Anselm Ramelow,
O.P. presiding, and all other ministries served by student friars
of the Western Dominican Province. They appear here courtesy
of the Traditional Latin Mass Society of San Francisco.

---------------1 Sometimes misnamed the "Latin Mass," since of course the
new mass can be done in Latin also.
2 See my confrere Fr. Augustine Thompson's website for the
most comprehensive internet resource on the Dominican Rite.
Incidentally, Holy Family Cathedral now has Missa Cantata's
regularly, and recently offered a Solemn High Mass.

As my formation has proceeded (I look forward to ordination in May, 2014), my liturgical sensibilities have come to
be deeply shaped by the Dominican Rite, with a practicum offered now in our formation by Fr. Augustine
Thompson -- perhaps the world expert on the rite -- and
plentiful opportunities for serving, both at our house of
studies and in the Bay Area. It seems a wise proposal of
Pope Emeritus Benedict that, for now, the two forms of
the Mass -- old and new -- should exist side-by-side, that
they may influence one another. The old rite needs to undergo legitimate, careful, and discerning reform; and the
new mass needs to re-establish a more direct and organic
continuity with the Church's sacred tradition and practice.
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3 To be clear, I do not assert the intrinsic superiority of the Extraordinary Form over the New Mass. The Holy Spirit evidently
wanted, and still wants, a genuine liturgical reform to occur in
the contemporary Church. My assertion is rather of a piece with
Pope Emeritus Benedict's frequent observation through his career: liturgical reform was needed by the mid-20th century, but
the way it happened in practice after the Council too often resulted in hasty decisions to jettison traditional forms, without
respect for the internal dynamics of the liturgy that could have
led to authentic development. Click here for a recent article by
respected liturgical theologian Dom Alcuin Reid, O.S.B., on the
ambiguities that lent Sacrosanctum Concilium to misinterpretation, and the positive seeds that are still to be nourished.
Br Peter of the Western Dominican Province Studentate,
writes at To God, About God,
A Blog of the Western Dominican Students (Link)
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The Lenten Fast
Evelyn Birge Vitz

Lenten fasting has involved two things historically: a reduction in the amount of food eaten (meals often being
taken later in the day as well) and a change in diet. In the
West, from a least the seventh century on, Roman Catholics were to eat no meat, no dairy products, no eggs in
Lent. (Only the prohibition against meat is today officially
binding, and only on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.)
Among the Eastern Orthodox groups, fasting practices
have always been, and still are, markedly more austere:
not only no meant or dairy products but also no fish
(except shellfish), no wine or olive oil during most of the
days of Lent. Among the Orthodox, Lent is called “the
Great Fast.” (Christians in the Protestant traditions generally moved quickly away quite soon after the Reformation from all Lenten fasting.)

This article is an excerpt from “A Continual Feast, A
Cookbook to Celebrate the Joys of Family and Faith
throughout the Christian Year”, Emily Birge Vitz, 1985,
Harper and Row.
The very early Christians commemorated the hours Christ
suffered on the cross and the days he lay he tomb: from
Good Friday morning until Easter morning every year they
prayed and fasted – a total fast. This was called the Passion Fast.
Little by little this period started earlier and earlier and the
severity of the fast mitigated. At first it went through Holy
Week, then eventually by the third century it lasted for
forty days – a commemoration of Christ’s forty days of
fasting and temptation in the desert. (Moses had also
spent forty days in fasting and prayer on Mount Horeb.)
The character of this season also evolved somewhat in
emphasis. Originally, it had focused exclusively on the
Passion and on Christians’ reliving of this sorrow. (This is
still the essential focus of Holy Week.) But, as the duration of the period was extended, a theme of sorrow for
sin, of repentance, developed. Lent became what is
called a penitential season.
Fasting has been, since the beginning, an intrinsic part of
Lenten penance, though not of course the only important
element. The wearing of “sackcloth and ashes,” as in the
Jewish tradition, the turning away from all pleasures, culinary and otherwise: this is what Lent means.

The particular foods given up were – obviously – not forgone because they were considered evil: after all, Christians ate them happily, indeed voraciously, the rest of the
year. The giving up of flesh and of foods that come from
flesh (dairy products, eggs) is a symbolic renunciation of
the world, and a giving up of one whole set of particularly
vivid culinary pleasures during this period of prayer and
turning to God.
Lenten practices and restrictions have given rise over the
centuries to many dishes, necessity being the mother of
invention. Almond milk replaced cow’s milk. Thick soups
and hearty vegetables replaced meat. Fish was of course
a favorite, though those who could not afford fresh fish
got awfully tired of salted herring: the herring was one of
the symbols or emblems of Lent. And when, as Easter
approached, Lent was hung or burned in effigy, it was
often in the form of a huge herring.
There is a good deal of old Lenten culinary humor. In Italy
they make an elaborate dish composed of many kinds of
fish called a capon magro: a fast-day (or scrawny) capon.
There are jokes about chickens and rabbits being dipped
in water and “rebaptized” as fish. But, although people
grumbled and moaned, especially towards the end of
Lent, the dreamed of eggs and meat, since everyone else
was fasting too, and since the forbidden foodstuffs were
hardly even mad available during Lent, for centuries people did it: they kept Lenten abstinence from Ash Wednesday through Holy Saturday. Then in recent years there
has been a marked reduction in Lenten observance,
many Christians still find it essential to their spiritual lives
to abstain from certain foods, to fast, often to practice
other forms of self-denial as well in Lent.
(Continued on next page)
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Lenten Fast
(Continued from previous page)

Polish Lenten mushroom “cutlets”
KOTLEY Z GRZBÓW

This is one of a number of amusing Lenten dishes in which a non-meat item – in this case, mushrooms – is made to resemble meat, to console Lenten fasters. And they are properly consoled: this “cutlet,” served with buttered noodles and a
salad, makes an excellent main dish.

1 pound fresh mushrooms
1 cup chopped onions
3 tablespoons butter
2 or 3 hard rolls, cubed
(about 2 cups)
½ cup milk
3 eggs, lightly beaten
2 tablespoons chopped
parsley
½ teaspoon salt
Freshly ground pepper to
taste
½ cup breadcrumbs, more
if needed
Butter as needed
For sautéing the cutlets
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Chop the mushrooms. In a large frying pan, sauté them with the onions in 3
tablespoons of butter.
Soak the cubed hard rolls in milk for about 10 minutes. Add to the mushroom-onion mixture. Blend in the eggs, parsley, salt, and pepper.
Form the mixture into cutlet-shaped patties; each patty should take 3 to 4
tablespoons of the mixture. Press the patties onto the breadcrumbs.
Fry in butter until crisp and brown on both sides.
Yield: about 14 “cutlets”
Variation: You can substitute dried mushrooms for part or all of the fresh
mushrooms. They are a favorite among the Polish for their rich and interesting flavor. Just a few ounces of dried mushrooms, simmered in hot water
until tender, add an interesting flavor to this popular dish.
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From the Chapters
St Martin de Porres, Tucson
The Chapter elected Raul Delgado as LPC representative. Raul is looking forward to meeting the rest of the
LPC in June at St Albert Priory.
Clare Hamlet
St Dominic Star of the Desert
Chapter in Formation, Green Valley

St Monica, Benicia

On November 16, Mrs Judy Sender OP, Prioress with Fr
Donald Bramble OP officiated and received into the Order, five members who received their scapulars and five
members who made temporary promises for three years.
It is with much joy that this “chapter in formation” has 19
members. Let us wish them all well as they travel the Dominican way in the spirit of joy!

On the First Saturday of every month, Mass is celebrated
at St. Dominic's Cemetery in Benicia, the cemetery of the
Western Dominican Province. This November 2nd, First
Saturday coincided with the Feast of All Souls. As a result of planning by St. Albert Chapter of Oakland and St.
Monica Chapter of Benicia, the usual contingent of St.
Dominic's parishioners were joined at the Mass by many
Lay Dominicans from the aforementioned chapters as
well as from Corpus Christi Chapter in Menlo Park and
two Lay Dominicans from Arizona.
Fr Vincent Benoit, OP came from St. Albert Priory to
celebrate the Mass. With his usual combination of charm
and gentle wit, he gave a beautiful homily about the tradition of praying for the dead. He talked about how he was
introduced to that tradition at his Catholic grade school in
Seattle and about the important role that tradition plays in
Dominican life. The homily was especially moving as we
were surrounded by the graves of our Western Dominican
Friars, our San Rafael Dominican Sisters, and our Dominican Laity, as well as by beloved family members of
parishioners and Laity alike.

Top row, from left to right: Rose Spousta, Madeline Cotsonas,
Mary Cesario, Fr Donald Bramble OP, Lina Brandow, Pat Brandow
Bottom row, left to right: Kathy Lasecki, Diane Jimenez, Sandra
Figueroa, Maggie Busstamante, Karyn Miller, Judy Sender.

Holy Rosary, Portland
Gloria Escalona and Annie Gowan-Stone of St Albert
Chapter and Rosalinda Ursua of St Monica Chapter
were Minister of the Word. Rosalinda Ursua also assisted
Father as Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.
After the Mass, coffee and coffee breads were provided
for all present, and after that, nearly twenty five Lay Dominicans were able to gather for lunch at a Benicia restaurant. It was a beautiful day and a beautiful way to
celebrate with two of our Dominican Pillars of Prayer and
Community.

Once again, Cecelia Hoesly headed up our Thanksgiving
basket apostolate. On Nov. 20-22 members of the chapter along with help from other Holy Rosary groups and
parishioners, filled and delivered about 87 Thanksgiving
baskets to the poor in the area. Some food was also left
over to make some Christmas baskets as well.
On Nov. 2 the chapter held suffrages for All Souls with
Mass, Rosary and Office for the Dead and on Nov. 9, the
chapter held suffrages for all Dominican Souls.

John Lydon
(Continued on next page)
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On Nov. 9, after suffrages, the chapter also held a Day of
Recollection with Fr Vincent Kelber OP as director. Fr
Vincent presented inspiring meditations on some of the
virtues of Mary exemplifies for us to help us prepare for
the Advent season.
Marjie Leo is preparing prayer cards that will be passed
out at our January chapter meeting. The cards each contain the name of one current active or prayer member of
the chapter and one deceased member to pray for the
next year along with the name of a Dominican Saint or
Blessed to pray to for intercession, study and imitate over
the year.

Also this year, several chapter members celebrated milestones. The addition of two life-professed members brings
the total number of fully professed to eight. On November
12, 2013, Mr Nathan Le, OP and Miss Celina Ortiz, OP
promised to observe the rule of the Dominican laity as a
member of the Holy Name Province for life. Miss Sophia
Sproule, OP, renewed her temporary promises for one
year. The chapter also welcomed a new candidate for
profession, as Ms Lissa Hutcheson was received into
the Order and given the scapular.

Julie Underko made two Dominican Forum presentations
on November 5 and 19th on "Discovering God's Will in
Our Lives: The Saints Show us the Way." The first talk
focused on examples of several saints in general and the
second talk focused more specifically on the example on
some Dominican saints. Dominican Forum is a series of
talks and presentations that Holy Rosary parish offers
throughout the year on various topics related to the faith
and contemporary life.
Ms Roberta Powell OP
St Dominic, San Diego
The Chapter rejoiced in 2013 as the chapter elected its
first council. Newly appointed officers of the council include: Larry Loza, prior; Anna Orellana, subprioress;
Kathy Stone, LPC representative and assistant formation
director; Mike Chadwick, treasurer; Carrie Loza, secretary; Reynaldo Romero, formation director.

L-R: Therese More, Lourdes Beck, Doug Metz

In December 2013, the chapter added three professed
members, as Ms Lourdes Beck, OP; Mr Doug Metz,
OP; and Ms Therese More, OP made temporary promises to abide by the lay Dominican rule for three years.
With gratitude to God for His countless blessings and under the protection of the Blessed Virgin, patroness of the
Order, the St Dominic Chapter looks ahead with hope to
the coming year.
Miss Sophia Sproul OP
Blessed Margaret of Castello, Boise
Last November we had our election of officers and they
are Carolyn Reese: Prioress, Anita Moore: SubPrioress, Marilyn Wilde: Formation Director, Mark
Gross: Secretary, Stephanie De Ninno: Treasurer, Mike
Turner: LPC Representative, Maximilian Mohun: Alternate LPC Rep and Concilor, Jessica Skeen: Sgt at Arms/
Hospitality, and John Keenan: Concilor.

L-R: Lissa Hutcheson, Sophia Sproule, Celina Ortiz, Nathan Le,
and religious assistant Fr. Vincent Serpa, OP.

Because of unexpected snow fall, our December meeting
was canceled. We are planning a new study program for
this coming year. Marilyn Wilde, our newly elected forma(Continued on next page)
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tion director, will lead us in a study of the Old Testament.
Judy Lamb will discuss the Particular Directory, Jessica,
Gary and Andrew Skeen will discuss Dominican Spirituality, Peggy Backlund will discuss Walter Farrell OP’s,
My Way of Life, a simplified version of St Thomas’
Summa, and Maximilian Mohun will discuss the Catechism of the Catholic Church part 4 on Prayer. We are
looking forward to a very busy and studious year!
Fr Emmerich Vogt OP will be in Boise on January 4 for a
day of recollection at St Mark’s Catholic Church. Bl Margaret Chapter was tasked to host him. The chapter will
spend Sunday January 5 with Fr Vogt.
Our other project this year is to have a regional retreat on
the Angels at St Benedicts Lodge in McKenzie Bridge
Oregon in May. Fr Michael Hurley OP has confirmed his
invitation to lead us in this retreat and we are really excited and blessed to have him. Fr Vincent Kelber OP,
our Religious Assistant, is also looking forward to joining
us. It wouldn’t be the same without him! We are so
blessed to have Fr Kelber in our chapter and look forward
to all of our visits with him.
Carolyn Reese
Corpus Christi, Menlo Park
On Sunday, November 24, 2013, we attended Fr. Christopher Fadok, OP’s installation as pastor of St. Raymond
Church in Menlo Park. His Excellency, Bishop William
Justice presided at the Mass of Installation. During his
homily, he shared with the congregation that the parish
had gone through some very difficult times and recalled
that amidst these difficulties, one parishioner suggested
to the Bishop to invite the Dominicans to run the parish.
Thanks to that parishioner, our friars are now at St. Raymond’s. In early December, our chapter had a Christmas

Ellen hands out pie samples to parishioners

pie fundraiser and vocations outreach event at the Church
of the Nativity in Menlo Park. Parishioners enjoyed sampling our Berry Supreme, Pumpkin and Strawberry Rhubarb pies. It was quite a success and there are already
plans to have another one during the Thanksgiving holiday in 2014. We also had the opportunity to hand out our
chapter brochures and one person has already expressed
interest. We hope that more will respond to the call. At
our Advent gathering on Gaudete Sunday, we were privileged to have Fr. Michael Dodds, OP lead us in an hour
of Advent Reflection. His talk, entitled “Finding Christ In
Advent” provided a rich source of scripture references to
the coming of Christ. Since Gaudete means rejoice, we
had time to enjoy a delicious meal and one round of the
Christmas story passing game. We passed around envelopes, each containing our prayer partner cards but one
specific envelope included a prize. The prize went to
Ellen Spencer who won a Target gift card – fortunately,
this was after the security breach! We continued on with
our yearly tradition of donating baby layettes (in honor of
the Baby Jesus) to BirthRight, a charitable organization
which provides support to pregnant women and their unborn child. We want to wish our beloved sister in St.
Dominic, Hilda Serpa a very happy 98th birthday on
January 2nd! We wish everyone a New Year filled with
the blessings of good health, peace and joy!
Charo Aguirre
St. Mary Magdalene, Tempe
The Chapter has one Inquirer this year who is very energetic and excited about his study thus far.
Chapter Members gathered on December 28th for our
annual Christmas Celebration with each other and
friends. Formation begins again in January.
Mary Hutchinson

Andrea, Charo, Fr. Christopher, Lorna and Pié
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So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of
Wisdom in souls.
The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

Mary, our mother

“Frequently he made a special personal petition that God would deign to grant him a genuine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining
the salvation of men. For he believed that only
then would he be truly a member of Christ,
when he had given himself totally for the salvation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Savior of all, had offered himself completely for
our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy
period of careful and provident planning, he
founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”
Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

And mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,
Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,
Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,
Let those who have drifted
Hear your call,
And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!
Pope John Paul II

Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com
1605 N Eagle Creek Way
Eagle, ID 83616


Please notify by email if you would like to
be added to the regular emailing list.

There is no subscription fee.
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter). Deadline for
contributions is one week before the end of the month
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).
Editor – Mark Gross

Let us, then, not light the lamp by
contemplation and action, only to put
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean,
which is the enlightening word of
knowledge - lest we be condemned
for restricting by the letter the incomprehensible power of wisdom. Rather
let us place it upon the lampstand of
holy Church, on the heights of true
contemplation, where it may kindle
for all men the light of divine teaching.
-St. Maximus the Confessor
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Submissions to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in particular presentations made at chapter meetings. We cannot guarantee that all will be published,
and we reserve the right to edit submissions. The purpose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for proclaiming the Good
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St.
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.
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