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This evening I would like to meditate with you on 
two interconnected aspects of the Eucharistic 
Mystery: the worship of the Eucharist and its sa-
credness. It is important to take it up again to pre-
serve it from incomplete visions of the Mystery 
itself, such as those which were proposed in the 
recent past.

First of all, a reflection on the value of Eucharistic 
worship, in particular adoration of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. It is the experience that we 
will also live after the Mass, before the procession, 
during its development and at its end. A unilateral 
interpretation of Vatican Council II has penalized 
this dimension, restricting the Eucharist in practice 
to the celebratory moment. In fact, it was very im-
portant to recognize the centrality of the celebra-
tion, in which the Lord convokes his people, gath-
ers them around the twofold table of the Word and 
the Bread of life, nourishes them and unites them 
to Himself in the offering of the Sacrifice. This as-
sessment of the liturgical assembly, in which the 
Lord works and realizes his mystery of commun-
ion, remains of course valid, but it must be placed 
in the right balance. In fact – as often happens –
the stressing of one aspect ends up by sacrificing 
another. In this case, the accentuation placed on 
the celebration of the Eucharist has been to the 
detriment of adoration, as act of faith and prayer 
addressed to the Lord Jesus, really present in the 
Sacrament of the altar. This imbalance has also 
had repercussions on the spiritual life of the faith-
ful. In fact, concentrating the whole relationship 
with the Eucharistic Jesus only at the moment of 
Holy Mass risks removing his presence from the 
rest of time and the existential space. And thus, 
perceived less is the sense of the constant pres-
ence of Jesus in our midst and with us, a con-
crete, close presence among our homes, as 
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Christian maturity leads one to an ever greater love of the law 
and a desire that it be faithfully applied.

Pope Benedict XVI
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thanksgiving /and call on the name of 
the Lord” (Psalm 115:16-17).

Now I would like to pass briefly to the 
second aspect: the sacredness of the 
Eucharist. Also here we heard in the 
recent past of a certain misunder-
standing of the authentic message of 
Sacred Scripture. The Christian nov-
elty in regard to worship was influ-
enced by a certain secularist mentality 
of the 60s and 70s of the past century. 

It is true, and it remains always valid, that the center of 
worship is now no longer in the rites and ancient sacri-
fices, but in Christ himself, in his person, in his life, in his 
paschal mystery. And yet, from this fundamental novelty it 
must not be concluded that the sacred no longer exists, 
but that it has found its fulfillment in Jesus Christ, incar-
nate divine Love. The Letter to the Hebrews, which we 
heard this evening in the Second Reading, speaks to us 
precisely of the novelty of the priesthood of Christ, “high 
priest of the good things that have come” (Hebrews 9:11), 
but it does not say that the priesthood is finished. Christ 
“is the mediator of a new covenant” (Hebrews 9:15), es-
tablished in his blood, which purifies our “conscience from 
dead works” (Hebrews 9:14). He did not abolish the sa-
cred, but brought it to fulfillment, inaugurating a new wor-
ship, which is, yes, fully spiritual but which however, so 
long as we are journeying in time, makes use again of 
signs and rites, of which there will be no need only at the 
end, in the heavenly Jerusalem, where there will no 
longer be a temple (cf. Revelation 21:22). Thanks to 
Christ, the sacred is more true, more intense and, as hap-
pens with the Commandments, also more exacting! Ritual 
observance is not enough, but what is required is the puri-
fication of the heart and the involvement of life.

I am also pleased to stress that the sacred has an educa-
tional function, and its disappearance inevitably impover-
ishes the culture, in particular, the formation of the new 
generations. If, for example, in the name of a secularized 
faith, no longer in need of sacred signs, this citizens' pro-
cessions of the Corpus Domini were abolished, the spiri-
tual profile of Rome would be “leveled,” and our personal 

Whatever the Cost

Let us preach Jesus Christ with all the energy of our 
lives.  And let us support each other – whatever the cost 
– so that when we make our accounting to the Lord, we 
will be numbered among the faithful and courageous, 
and not the cowardly or the evasive, or those who com-
promised until there was nothing left of their convictions; 
or those who were silent when they should have spoken 
the right word at the right time.

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, OFM CAP

“beating Heart” of the city, of the 
country, of the territory with its various 
expressions and activities. The Sacra-
ment of the Charity of Christ must 
permeate the whole of daily life.

In reality, it is a mistake to oppose 
celebration and adoration, as if they 
were in competition with one another. 
It is precisely the contrary: the wor-
ship of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
is as the spiritual “environment” in 
which the community can celebrate the Eucharist well and 
in truth. Only if it is preceded, accompanied and followed 
by this interior attitude of faith and adoration, can the litur-
gical action express its full meaning and value. The en-
counter with Jesus in the Holy Mass is truly and fully 
acted when the community is able to recognize that, in 
the Sacrament, He dwells in his house, waits for us, in-
vites us to his table, then, after the assembly is dis-
missed, stays with us, with his discreet and silent pres-
ence, and accompanies us with his intercession, continu-
ing to gather our spiritual sacrifices and offering them to 
the Father.

In this connection, I am pleased to stress the experience 
we will also live together this evening. At the moment of 
adoration, we are all on the same plane, kneeling before 
the Sacrament of Love. The common and ministerial 
priesthoods are united in Eucharistic worship. It is a very 
beautiful and significant experience, which we have ex-
perienced several times in Saint Peter’s Basilica, and also 
in the unforgettable vigils with young people – I recall, for 
example, those of Cologne, London, Zagreb, Madrid. It is 
evident to all that these moments of Eucharistic vigil pre-
pare the celebration of the Holy Mass, prepare hearts for 
the encounter, so that it is more fruitful. To be all together 
in prolonged silence before the Lord present in his Sacra-
ment, is one of the most genuine experiences of our be-
ing Church, which is accompanied in a complementary 
way with the celebration of the Eucharist, listening to the 
Word of God, singing, approaching together the table of 
the Bread of life. Communion and contemplation cannot 
be separated, they go together. To really communicate 
with another person I must know him, I must be able to be 
in silence close to him, to hear him and to look at him with 
love. True love and true friendship always live of the re-
ciprocity of looks, of intense, eloquent silences full of re-
spect and veneration, so that the encounter is lived pro-
foundly, in a personal not a superficial way. And, unfortu-
nately, if this dimension is lacking, even sacramental 
communion itself can become, on our part, a superficial 
gesture. Instead, in true communion, prepared by the col-
loquy of prayer and of life, we can say to the Lord words 
of confidence as those that resounded a short while ago 
in the Responsorial Psalm: “O Lord, I am thy servant; I 
am thy servant, the son of thy handmaid. / Thou hast 
loosed my bonds./ I will offer to thee the sacrifice of 

(Continued on next page)



Truth Be Told 23                                                Page 3                                                  Jul-Aug 2012

Praised be Jesus!

and community conscience would be weakened. Or let us 
think of a mother or a father that, in the name of a de-
sacralized faith, deprived their children of all religious ritu-
als: in reality they would end up by leaving a free field to 
so many surrogates present in the consumer society, to 
other rites and other signs, which could more easily be-
come idols. God, our Father, has not acted thus with hu-
manity: he has sent his Son into the world not to abolish, 
but to give fulfillment also to the sacred. At the height of 
this mission, in the Last Supper, Jesus instituted the Sac-
rament of his Body and his Blood, the Memorial of his 
Paschal Sacrifice. By so doing, he put himself in the place 
of the ancient sacrifices, but he did so within a rite, which 
he commanded the Apostles to perpetuate, as the su-
preme sign of the true sacred, which is Himself. With this 
faith, dear brothers and sisters, we celebrate today and 
every day the Eucharistic Mystery and we adore it as the 
center of our life and heart of the world. Amen.

ZENIT (Link)

(Continued on next page)

Translations
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Rather than a page resembling a page from the history 
books, the week of July 4th 2012 looks more like a scene 
from a Three Stooges movie.

On June 29th, the Supreme Court upheld Obamacare, 
thereby striking a fatal blow to religious liberty.  Five days 
later Americans were making red, white and blue cookies 
in celebration of our country’s freedom.

What’s wrong with this picture, I wondered.  At first 
glance, it’s easy to point the finger at the government 
leaders’ maleficent actions; but the onus of blame needs 
to be put squarely in the lap of the faithful.

Simply put, if all Catholics lived their faith, there wouldn’t 
have been a June 29th ruling, or Obamacare, for that mat-
ter.  The truth is that most Catholics are quite casual with 
their faith.  They hold the Bible in one hand and a red 
marker in the other, crossing out passages that don’t con-
form with today’s lifestyle.  Then, they rationalize their 
editing saying the text is old and outdated.  To close the 
matter completely, they quote, out of context, verses to 
support their fabricated notion.  This style of “Bible study” 
is quite common throughout our dioceses.  More and 
more parishes adopt this approach to the faith and less 
and less parishes are preaching the Truth.

In fact, things have been turned so upside down that the 
Truth is accused of being discrimination.  Nothing is con-
sidered sinful.  Sex is regarded as merely recreational.  
Like soccer.  “Hey, do you want to go play soccer?  Hey 
do you want to go to bed?”  The two are viewed to be the 

same.  You need protection and special equipment for 
soccer, like uniforms and sneakers.  You also need pro-
tection and special equipment for sex, like contraception 
and abortion.  This is just standard operating procedure 
for most American Catholics.

We need to ask ourselves this question; if the faithful live 
this way, what is the secular world doing?  The answer is, 
unfortunately, the same thing.  The only difference is that 
the faithful might take time on Sunday to go to Mass and 
say a prayer now and again.
I’m not speaking here about the core group of faithful ser-
vants that align their lives to the Church’s teaching, I’m 
speaking about the faithful as a whole.  

The problem is that when the faithful as a whole goes to 
vote, they cast their vote according to the fabricated no-
tions they have adopted.  Consequently, we are imbued 
with leaders who are also devoid of a moral standard.  
Moreover, the seduction of power that accompanies the 
political world is so strong that when combined with a lack 
of moral standard, produces devastating results.

I’m not implying that most Catholics are evil at heart.  Not 
at all.  Quite the contrary.  I do believe, however, that 
most Catholics are not catechized, and as such, have 
fallen prey to the lies and immorality that plagues our so-
ciety today.  The American Church has also been very 
reluctant to preach anything that will disturb the status 
quo.  Is it any wonder then, that most Catholics support 
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abundance of the Truth.  Those who 
are privileged to be called Her mem-
bers, have a great responsibility to 
live and proclaim that Truth in their 
community (“Much will be required of 
the person entrusted with much”; 
Luke 12:48).   

Clearly this is not happening.  The 
reason, as I stated before, is not be-
cause of evil intentions by the faithful, 
rather it’s due to an inordinate need to 
be thought of as “broad minded” and 
“open.”  It is very good to be broad 
minded and open, but only within the 
territory of good.  How do we know 
what is truly good? Jesus tells us 
through His Word and through His 
Church.  Anything outside of that, 
concerning morals, is in the territory of 

evil.  Most good people don’t recognize that they’re siding 
with intrinsically evil actions.

 A good way for Dominicans to preach the Truth is to get 
involved in our parish catechism classes.  Another is to 
hand out flyers and speak to parishioners after Mass (with 
the Pastor’s approval).  We must especially focus our at-
tention on the youth who live in a world of such error, diffi-
culty and danger; both temporarily and spiritually.

If we are to continue to celebrate the 4th of July in all its 
fullness, we must seriously reflect on the issues we sup-
port and acquiesce to in the light of the Church’s teach-
ings.  Then, and only then, will we be truly free.

God Bless you,
In Jesus and St. Dominic,

Denise Harvey
Vice President, Western Province

the use of contraceptives.  They have not been taught the 
beauty of the Church’s teaching behind the issue.

We are now reaping the consequences of the absence of 
the Church’s Truth being proclaimed to us and our chil-
dren. Archbishop Fulton Sheen once said: “That a country 
gets the politicians it deserves. In fact, the moral integrity 
of politicians which, by the way, is inseparable from the 
competence and worthiness to lead, never rises above 
the citizenry”. 

“Indeed, men and women who occupy the offices of civil 
authority are but a mirror of the people who put them 
there. Political remedies, therefore, invariably rest upon 
factors outside of politics; factors that are bound up with 
the morality and spirituality of the people”.

That being said, it’s obvious that the problem lies not with 
the government, but with its citizens, particularly the 
American Catholic faithful.  The Catholic Church has the 

Dear brothers and sisters in St. Dominic,

Our annual Lay Provincial Council was held at St. Albert’s 
Priory in Oakland in June and a few things bear a bit of 
repeating.  First, we were grateful to hear from Prior Pro-
vincial Mark Padrez, OP, who, among several items, 
spoke about the consecration of the Western Province to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe – something that happened later 

in June.  Additionally, he spoke of his desire in the long 
term of providing the Dominican Laity of the province with 
a friar who works full time at the job.  Probably not likely in 
the short term, Fr Mark sees the necessity and demand 
for a person who can work full time with chapters and 
their members not only promoting the Laity, but assisting 
with formation and spiritual needs.

From the President

Praised be Jesus
(Continued from previous page)

(Continued on next page)
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From the Editor

Later in the meeting, we had a rather robust discussion 
about how chapters and the Council could support such a 
proposal, and how it might benefit us, though this is a 
long term goal.

The meeting also included two elections – for LPC Vice 
President and Secretary.  Denise Harvey was elected by 
acclamation to a second term as Vice President, and Dio-
nysus Flora was elected as Secretary.  Mary Halvorson, 
who has served two terms as Secretary was ineligible for 
another term.

On a personal note, I should say that it has been a pleas-
ure working with Mary on the Council for the last six 
years.  I will greatly miss her kindness, good humor and 
hard work. 

In St. Dominic,
Tony Galati, President 

President
(Continued from previous page)

It has been very eventful since the last issue of Truth Be 
Told. In June, chapter representatives from across the 
province gathered for the Lay Provincial Council meeting 
at St Albert Priory and we have just had the Fortnight for 
Freedom come to a close on the 4th of July against the 
backdrop of on one hand resistance to the Health and 
Human Services mandate and on the other, the ongoing 
discussion between the Vatican and the Society of St 
Pius X, which in part centers on the meaning of “religious 
freedom.”  It’s a lot to get one’s head wrapped around.

Which is an interesting thought, as it was one of the 
themes that kept recurring at the LPC meeting; what is in 
your head?  One of the beauties of attending the LPC 
meeting is to leave the rhythm of our daily lives, and en-
ter, in part, the rhythm of the friars’ lives, focusing on our 
life in the Order against the backdrop of regular prayer; 
mass, and the recitation of the Divine Office.  It takes 
more than a little isolation from the world’s clamor to clear 
one’s head. In times past Catholics spoke of the “custody 
of the eyes,” but today perhaps it would be good to speak 
of the “custody of the ears.” We have a culture that won’t 
allow silence and fills our head with sounds so much that 
many of us are uncomfortable with silence.

Perhaps it is from my Quaker upbringing, where worship 
was silence, that I find it oppressive and offensive to be 
bombarded by televisions, radios, and musak in homes, 

stores, gas stations, and of course, elevators. I do not 
wish to have the sounds of rock from the 80s, barking 
political commentators, or others stuffed into my head 
against my will, yet others have decided for me that I 
should. I do my best to avoid them.  I wish rather to fill my 
head with the scriptures of the day, the Office, the words 
of the Fathers and the saints, and the timeless music 
which is our Catholic heritage. For when the world fills my 
head, my responses to the issues of the day tend to fol-
low the world rather than Christ. When my head is filled 
with the faith, my responses are more consonant with the 
timeless response of the Church to the issues of the day; 
I can more successfully do as St Paul admonishes, to 
think with the mind of Christ.

All this is to suggest that as we examine the issues of the 
day, such as the HHS mandate, are we examining them 
with heads filled with the voice of Christ, or with the voice 
of the world? As Dominicans, we are charged to make 
this examination, and also to study assiduously in order to 
have the foundation on which to form our examination. 
Who are we allowing to form us? We can be sure that if 
we are standing with our Holy Father, Benedict XVI, we 
are standing with Christ. We can be sure that if we are 
standing with our Bishops united with the Holy Father, we 
are standing with Christ. There is no other Way.

Mark Gross,
Editor

Installation by Tony Galati, President, of Denise Harvey as Vice 
President and Dionysus Flora as Secretary
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A Mighty Force for Good in the World
Benedict XVI

With great affection in the Lord, I greet all of you who 
have gathered in Dublin for the Fiftieth International Eu-
charistic Congress, especially Cardinal Brady, Archbishop 
Martin, the clergy, religious and faithful of Ireland, and all 
of you who have come from afar to support the Irish 
Church with your presence and prayers.

The theme of the Congress – Communion with Christ and 
with One Another – leads us to reflect upon the Church as 
a mystery of fellowship with the Lord and with all the 
members of his body. From the earliest times the notion 
of koinonia or communio has been at the core of the 
Church’s understanding of herself, her relationship to 
Christ her founder, and the sacraments she celebrates, 
above all the Eucharist. Through our Baptism, we are in-
corporated into Christ’s death, reborn into the great family 
of the brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ; through Confir-
mation we receive the seal of the Holy Spirit; and by our 
sharing in the Eucharist, we come into communion with 
Christ and each other visibly here on earth. We also re-
ceive the pledge of eternal life to come.

The Congress also occurs at a time when the Church 
throughout the world is preparing to celebrate the Year of 
Faith to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the start of the 
Second Vatican Council, an event which launched the 
most extensive renewal of the Roman Rite ever known.

Based upon a deepening appreciation of the sources of 
the liturgy, the Council promoted the full and active par-
ticipation of the faithful in the Eucharistic sacrifice. At our 
distance today from the Council Fathers’ expressed de-
sires regarding liturgical renewal, and in the light of the 
universal Church’s experience in the intervening period, it 
is clear that a great deal has been achieved; but it is 
equally clear that there have been many misunderstand-
ings and irregularities.

The renewal of external forms, desired by the Council 
Fathers, was intended to make it easier to enter into the 
inner depth of the mystery. Its true purpose was to lead 
people to a personal encounter with the Lord, present in 
the Eucharist, and thus with the living God, so that 
through this contact with Christ’s love, the love of his 
brothers and sisters for one another might also grow. Yet 
not infrequently, the revision of liturgical forms has re-
mained at an external level, and “active participation” has 
been confused with external activity. Hence much still 
remains to be done on the path of real liturgical renewal. 
In a changed world, increasingly fixated on material 
things, we must learn to recognize anew the mysterious 
presence of the Risen Lord, which alone can give breadth 
and depth to our life.

The Eucharist is the worship of the whole Church, but it 
also requires the full engagement of each individual 
Christian in the Church’s mission; it contains a call to be 
the holy people of God, but also one to individual holi-
ness; it is to be celebrated with great joy and simplicity, 
but also as worthily and reverently as possible; it invites 
us to repent of our sins, but also to forgive our brothers 
and sisters; it binds us together in the Spirit, but it also 
commands us in the same Spirit to bring the good news 
of salvation to others.

Moreover, the Eucharist is the memorial of Christ’s sacri-
fice on the Cross, his body and blood given in the new 
and eternal covenant for the forgiveness of sins and the 
transformation of the world. Ireland has been shaped by 
the Mass at the deepest level for centuries, and by its 
power and grace generations of monks, martyrs and mis-
sionaries have heroically lived the faith at home and 
spread the Good News of God’s love and forgiveness well 
beyond your shores. You are the heirs to a Church that 
has been a mighty force for good in the world, and which 
has given a profound and enduring love of Christ and his 
blessed Mother to many, many others. Your forebears in 
the Church in Ireland knew how to strive for holiness and 
constancy in their personal lives, how to preach the joy 
that comes from the Gospel, how to promote the impor-
tance of belonging to the universal Church in communion 
with the See of Peter, and how to pass on a love of the 
faith and Christian virtue to other generations. Our Catho-
lic faith, imbued with a radical sense of God’s presence, 
caught up in the beauty of his creation all around us, and 
purified through personal penance and awareness of 
God’s forgiveness, is a legacy that is surely perfected and 
nourished when regularly placed on the Lord’s altar at the 
sacrifice of the Mass.

Thankfulness and joy at such a great history of faith and 
love have recently been shaken in an appalling way by 
the revelation of sins committed by priests and conse-
crated persons against people entrusted to their care. 
Instead of showing them the path towards Christ, towards 
God, instead of bearing witness to his goodness, they 
abused people and undermined the credibility of the 
Church’s message. How are we to explain the fact that 
people who regularly received the Lord’s body and con-
fessed their sins in the sacrament of Penance have of-
fended in this way?

It remains a mystery. Yet evidently, their Christianity was 
no longer nourished by joyful encounter with Jesus Christ: 
it had become merely a matter of habit. The work of the 
Council was really meant to overcome this form of Christi-
anity and to rediscover the faith as a deep personal 
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A Mighty Force
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the people of the Philippines I send warm greetings and 
an assurance of my closeness in prayer during the period 
of preparation for this great ecclesial gathering. I am con-
fident that it will bring lasting spiritual renewal not only to 
them but to all the participants from across the globe. In 
the meantime, I commend everyone taking part in the pre-
sent Congress to the loving protection of Mary, Mother of 
God, and to Saint Patrick, the great patron of Ireland; and, 
as a token of joy and peace in the Lord, I willingly impart 
my Apostolic Blessing.

Pope Benedict XVI's Message at Closing Mass of the 
50th International Eucharistic Congress, June 17, 2012, 

Dublin, Ireland  (Zenit) (Link)

friendship with the goodness of Jesus Christ. The Eucha-
ristic Congress has a similar aim. Here we wish to en-
counter the Risen Lord. We ask him to touch us deeply. 
May he who breathed on the Apostles at Easter, commu-
nicating his Spirit to them, likewise bestow upon us his 
breath, the power of the Holy Spirit, and so help us to be-
come true witnesses to his love, witnesses to the truth. 
His truth is love. Christ’s love is truth.

My dear brothers and sisters, I pray that the Congress will 
be for each of you a spiritually fruitful experience of com-
munion with Christ and his Church. At the same time, I 
would like to invite you to join me in praying for God’s 
blessing upon the next International Eucharistic Con-
gress, which will take place in 2016 in the city of Cebu! To 

(Continued on next page)

Homily for the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul
Benedict XVI

In front of Saint Peter’s Basilica, as is well known, there 
are two imposing statues of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 
easily recognizable by their respective attributes: the keys 
in the hand of Peter and the sword held by Paul. Like-
wise, at the main entrance to the Basilica of Saint Paul 
Outside the Walls, there are depictions of scenes from the 
life and the martyrdom of these two pillars of the Church. 
Christian tradition has always considered Saint Peter and 
Saint Paul to be inseparable: indeed, together, they repre-
sent the whole Gospel of Christ. In Rome, their bond as 
brothers in the faith came to acquire a particular signifi-
cance. Indeed, the Christian community of this City con-
sidered them a kind of counterbalance to the mythical 
Romulus and Remus, the two brothers held to be the 
founders of Rome. A further parallel comes to mind, still 
on the theme of brothers: whereas the first biblical pair of 
brothers demonstrate the effects of sin, as Cain kills Abel, 
yet Peter and Paul, much as they differ from one another 
in human terms and notwithstanding the conflicts that 
arose in their relationship, illustrate a new way of being 
brothers, lived according to the Gospel, an authentic way 
made possible by the grace of Christ’s Gospel working 
within them. Only by following Jesus does one arrive at 
this new brotherhood: this is the first and fundamental 
message that today’s solemnity presents to each one of 
us, the importance of which is mirrored in the pursuit of 
full communion, so earnestly desired by the ecumenical 
Patriarch and the Bishop of Rome, as indeed by all Chris-
tians.

In the passage from Saint Matthew’s Gospel that we have 
just heard, Peter makes his own confession of faith in Je-
sus, acknowledging him as Messiah and Son of God. He 
does so in the name of the other Apostles too. In reply, 
the Lord reveals to him the mission that he intends to as-
sign to him, that of being the “rock”, the visible foundation 
on which the entire spiritual edifice of the Church is built 
(cf. Mt 16:16-19). But in what sense is Peter the rock? 
How is he to exercise this prerogative, which naturally he 
did not receive for his own sake? The account given by 
the evangelist Matthew tells us first of all that the ac-
knowledgment of Jesus’ identity made by Simon in the 
name of the Twelve did not come “through flesh and 
blood”, that is, through his human capacities, but through 
a particular revelation from God the Father. By contrast, 
immediately afterwards, as Jesus foretells his passion, 
death and resurrection, Simon Peter reacts on the basis 
of “flesh and blood”: he “began to rebuke him, saying, this 
shall never happen to you” (16:22). And Jesus in turn re-
plied: “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to 
me ...” (16:23). The disciple who, through God’s gift, was 
able to become a solid rock, here shows himself for what 
he is in his human weakness: a stone along the path, a 
stone on which men can stumble – in Greek, skandalon. 
Here we see the tension that exists between the gift that 
comes from the Lord and human capacities; and in this 
scene between Jesus and Simon Peter we see antici-
pated in some sense the drama of the history of the pa-
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impose and to lift excommunication. The parallelism “on 
earth ... in the heavens” guarantees that Peter’s decisions 
in the exercise of this ecclesial function are valid in the 
eyes of God.

In Chapter 18 of Matthew’s Gospel, dedicated to the life 
of the ecclesial community, we find another saying of Je-
sus addressed to the disciples: “Truly I say to you, what-
ever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven” (Mt 18:18). Saint John, in his account of the ap-
pearance of the risen Christ in the midst of the Apostles 
on Easter evening, recounts these words of the Lord: 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven: if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained” (Jn 20:22-23). In the light of these parallels, it 
appears clearly that the authority of loosing and binding 
consists in the power to remit sins. And this grace, which 
defuses the powers of chaos and evil, is at the heart of 
the Church’s mystery and ministry. The Church is not a 
community of the perfect, but a community of sinners, 
obliged to recognize their need for God’s love, their need 
to be purified through the Cross of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ 
sayings concerning the authority of Peter and the Apos-
tles make it clear that God’s power is love, the love that 
shines forth from Calvary. Hence we can also understand 
why, in the Gospel account, Peter’s confession of faith is 
immediately followed by the first prediction of the Passion: 
through his death, Jesus conquered the powers of the 
underworld, with his blood he poured out over the world 
an immense flood of mercy, which cleanses the whole of 
humanity in its healing waters.

Dear brothers and sisters, as I mentioned at the begin-
ning, the iconographic tradition represents Saint Paul with 
a sword, and we know that this was the instrument with 
which he was killed. Yet as we read the writings of the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, we discover that the image of the 
sword refers to his entire mission of evangelization. For 
example, when he felt death approaching, he wrote to 
Timothy: “I have fought the good fight” (2 Tim 4:7). This 
was certainly not the battle of a military commander but 
that of a herald of the Word of God, faithful to Christ and 
to his Church, to which he gave himself completely. And 
that is why the Lord gave him the crown of glory and 
placed him, together with Peter, as a pillar in the spiritual 
edifice of the Church.

Homily of His Holiness Benedict XVI, Holy mass for the 
imposition of the sacred pallium on metropolitan archbishops, 

Vatican Basilica, June 29,2012 (Link)

pacy itself, characterized by the joint presence of these 
two elements: on the one hand, because of the light and 
the strength that come from on high, the papacy consti-
tutes the foundation of the Church during its pilgrimage 
through history; on the other hand, across the centuries, 
human weakness is also evident, which can only be 
transformed through openness to God’s action.

And in today’s Gospel there emerges powerfully the clear 
promise made by Jesus: “the gates of the underworld”, 
that is, the forces of evil, will not prevail, “non praevale-
bunt”. One is reminded of the account of the call of the 
prophet Jeremiah, to whom the Lord said, when entrust-
ing him with his mission: “Behold, I make you this day a 
fortified city, an iron pillar, and bronze walls, against the 
whole land, against the kings of Judah, its princes, its 
priests, and the people of the land. They will fight against 
you; but they shall not prevail against you - non praevale-
bunt -, for I am with you, says the Lord, to deliver 
you!” (Jer 1:18-19). In truth, the promise that Jesus 
makes to Peter is even greater than those made to the 
prophets of old: they, indeed, were threatened only by 
human enemies, whereas Peter will have to be defended 
from the “gates of the underworld”, from the destructive 
power of evil. Jeremiah receives a promise that affects 
him as a person and his prophetic ministry; Peter receives 
assurances concerning the future of the Church, the new 
community founded by Jesus Christ, which extends to all 
of history, far beyond the personal existence of Peter him-
self.

Let us move on now to the symbol of the keys, which we 
heard about in the Gospel. It echoes the oracle of the 
prophet Isaiah concerning the steward Eliakim, of whom it 
was said: “And I will place on his shoulder the key of the 
house of David; he shall open, and none shall shut; and 
he shall shut, and none shall open” (Is 22:22). The key 
represents authority over the house of David. And in the 
Gospel there is another saying of Jesus addressed to the 
scribes and the Pharisees, whom the Lord reproaches for 
shutting off the kingdom of heaven from people (cf. Mt 
23:13). This saying also helps us to understand the prom-
ise made to Peter: to him, inasmuch as he is the faithful 
steward of Christ’s message, it belongs to open the gate 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and to judge whether to admit 
or to refuse (cf. Rev 3:7). Hence the two images – that of 
the keys and that of binding and loosing – express similar 
meanings which reinforce one another. The expression 
“binding and loosing” forms part of rabbinical language 
and refers on the one hand to doctrinal decisions, and on 
the other hand to disciplinary power, that is, the faculty to 
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One book that stayed with me from my teen years was a 
biography of one of the martyr saints of today: St. John 
Fisher. All of us are very familiar with the other saint, Tho-
mas More, who with Fisher became the two martyrs of 
faith and conscience whom we honor this evening. More, 
a great writer and true Renaissance man, is the more dra-
matic story. But Fisher, the quiet and unassuming bishop 
of Rochester, holds a fascination precisely because he 
was just that, a holy priest and bishop, who cared for his 
people, preached the truth, celebrated Mass, and was a 
true pastor and firm but gentle bishop in union with the 
pope. Because he was faithful, he was strong. And be-
cause his strength depended not on himself but on God, 
he was fearless when the day of testing came. While in 
prison, awaiting his execution, this holy bishop learned 
that Pope Paul III had named him a cardinal. He went to 
his death clad not in the robes of a cardinal. The scarlet 
blood of a saint became his noble vesture.

While we think of those days as historic, and thus a time 
when everyone was acutely aware of what was going on 
and what was at stake, there is no reason for us to as-
sume that was actually the case. Probably most people 
then knew little of what was going on. Probably the issues 
were discussed then as they are now, without, however, 
the instantaneous information world that constantly bar-
rages ours senses and clouds our minds. People lived, 
went to work, came home to families.  Yet around them 
was swirling a challenge that would lead to a crisis and a 
crisis that would lead to the supremacy of the king over 
the Church. We know the implications of that.

We do not know now what will happen in these next 
months and future years of what is testing us now as a 
nation. But our gathering this evening to pray the psalms, 
listen to St. Paul’s words and reflect on the future for free-
dom in our country is a crucial element in our attempt to 
champion human dignity, religious freedom and freedom 
of conscience in the very nation which first proclaimed 
these as inalienable rights for all humankind. While the 
words of the Health and Human Services mandate are 
cloaked in bureaucratic doubletalk, the definition of relig-
ion is so clearly narrow and so dismissive of religious life 
in our country as to render religious people second class 
citizens. It is a cold irony that a definition crafted by an 
organization called the American Civil Liberties Union is 
now to become the standard to judge what is permissible 
and what is not permissible for religious institutions and 
the men and women who seek not just to believe but to 
profess and live out the faith they share.

The mandate that compels the provision of contracep-
tives, elective sterilizations and abortifacients such as 
Bella and Plan B, allows no exceptions except to transfer 
the means of providing them from the institutions to the 
insurers who will have to use the money from the same 
institutions to cover things that are contrary to the teach-
ings of our faith and the consciences of true Catholics.

We are not seeking to scuttle any law.  We are not seek-
ing to reverse any progress made in providing sound and 
legitimate health care to all Americans. We are praying 
tonight that the narrow definition of religious institutions 
be changed. We insist that persons of faith have a right in 
conscience not to have to violate their consciences. We 
insist that the government cannot divide the Catholic 
Church into two: giving us freedom to worship and act 
inside the Church; but effectively telling us we have to 
leave our faith at the Church door and never let it be a 
norm for our lives or a guide for the good of society. We 
cannot accept this. We will not accept this.

Some try, and many have succeeded, in convincing our 
fellow citizens that this is all about contraception. They 
make a big deal that surveys show that Catholics make 
use of contraceptives. They caricature us bishops as old 
men who are stupidly obsessed with sex. Yet all we are 
saying is NO to a NO. Our teaching is based on a YES, a 
YES to life, to marriage, to the mother and to the child, a 
yes to the good of our society! But this mandate is dan-
gerous not just because it imposes on us cooperation in 
things that are against our faith and moral teaching. It is 
dangerous because if the state can impose mandates 
against our faith and conscience in one matter of faith and 
life, of teaching and action, they can extend that to one 
imposition after another, a dictate against one religious 
group and every religious group, because they want con-
formity to their vision of a state-controlled society. In ef-

Fortnight for Freedom
Bishop Murphy, Diocese of Rockville Centre

(Continued on next page)

Holy See Position on Rio +20
United Nations Conference on 

Sustainable Development

Human beings, in fact, come first. We need to be re-
minded of this. At the centre of sustainable development 
is the human person. The human person, to whom the 
good stewardship of nature is entrusted, cannot be domi-
nated by technology and become its object. A realization 
of this fact must lead States to reflect together on the 
short and medium term future of our planet, recognizing 
their responsibility for the life of each person and for the 
technologies which can help to improve its quality. 
Adopting and promoting in every situation a way of life 
which respects the dignity of each human being, and 
supporting research and the utilization of energy sources 
and technologies capable of safeguarding the patrimony 
of creation without proving dangerous for human beings: 
these need to be political and economic priorities. In this 
sense, our approach to nature clearly needs to be re-
viewed, for nature is the setting in which human beings 
are born and interact: it is their ‘home’.

(Link)
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Fortnight
(Continued from previous page)

Dear Friars, Sisters, and Dominican Fraternities,

Again I ask those of you who are so inclined to join with 
me in praying the Litany of the Dominican Saints, this 
time for the intention that the remaining obstacles to full 
ecclesial communion of the Priestly Fraternity of St. Pius 
X with the See of Peter will be resolved. Since the SSPX 
are holding a general chapter in the coming week, there is 
a particular need for prayer at this time, but we will have 
to continue praying throughout the coming months. Sin-
cere thanks to all.

Yours in SPND,
+Augustine Di Noia, OP

fect this means that we must accept what the state deems 
best for all even if religious freedom and religious belief 
are trampled underfoot by this kind of state control.

Our response during this Fortnight for Freedom is to pray 
and to learn. Blessed John Paul II once told me that, 
whenever we offer the witness of prayer, we witness to 
God’s sovereignty over human life and we offer to every 
person of faith or no faith an alternative to violence, ha-
tred and division. We are one this evening in our trust in 
the power of prayer, our trust that our true strength comes 
from on high. We are one, and we will remain one, as a 
Church defending the rights of conscience of every hu-
man being and the full meaning of religious freedom for 
every person and every institution based on faith, here in 
our country and all around the world.

We know how we will be treated. Just like Paul! He tells 
us what to expect! There are many who want to dismiss 
us; but they keep coming back to acknowledge us.  Some 
media tell us that we are dying but behold we live! We 
have to put up with the scorn of so many, being chastised 
because we do not follow the crowd or the messages of 
the elites; but they have not yet put us to death! They por-
tray us as sad and sorrowful, not enjoying all the world 
offers; yet we are always rejoicing! They make fun of us 
and think we are poor and without power, their kind of 
power; but we by our lives and our works are enriching 
many. They think we have nothing and, by their stan-
dards, they are right. Yet we know we possess all things 
because we possess the love of God, the source of all 
things in our hearts and in this, our Church.

This evening we stand under the banner of the two great 
witnesses of the truth of the Church and the rightness of 
conscience: John Fisher and Thomas More.  This eve-
ning, we commit ourselves to pray and learn, to speak 
and act as Church guided by the Teacher of the Gentiles, 
the Apostle of the Truth. He tells us that we must work 
together by accepting the grace of God as the basis for 
our making this time a day of salvation. Commending our 
every effort to God, we are ready to endure, as Paul did, 
affliction and hardships, misunderstandings and rejec-
tions. But we will do it always in purity, knowledge, pa-
tience and kindness, in a holy spirit, in unfeigned love, in 
truthful speech, in the power of God!

May this be our prayer, this be our standard, this be our 
solemn commitment in the unity of God’s truth and love! 
May HE be with us always as we witness to God’s gift of 
religious freedom. May He be with us as we proclaim His 
truth. May He strengthen us to be faithful in our words 
and actions, our life and witness, even till the end of the 
world!

 Bishop Murphy’s Homily at Solemn Vespers, 
June 22, 2012(Link) 

Seated in the midst of minds, unchangeable like God, 
whose Spirit she has, the Church diffuses in a wonderful 
manner light and heat, drawing to herself every soul of 
good will, judging human ideas by the standard of divine 
ones, and welding together in admirable peace the very 
differences she allows to exist among her children. Their 
liberty gives her no uneasiness, for she knows on the 
one hand, the point at which she will check them, and on 
the other she is certain they will stop at her bidding. It is 
much the same kind of feeling as that of God about the 
ocean. 

On the contrary, Protestant liberty recognizes no 
bounds, and is destructive of all unity. ... He [the Protes-
tant] is his own unity: in other words, his unity is some-
thing essentially variable, a cloud, a dew drop. His indi-
viduality itself does not constitute unity: he is alone with-
out the possibility of being one; God is one without being 
able to be alone, and His Church in like manner.

Henri-Dominique Lacordaire
Letter to a young man 

Solesmes, June 24, 1838
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(Continued on next page)

We became aware on June 7, that news media received 
a memo from John Gehring, casting aspersions on the 
Catholic bishops and their educational project on religious 
liberty, the Fortnight for Freedom. 

Mr. Gehring is Catholic Program Director of “Faith in Pub-
lic Life,” a group founded with help from a pro-abortion 
group long directed by John Podesta called the Center for 
American Progress (CAP); like the CAP it has received 
funding from billionaire atheist George Soros. These do 
not seem like eminent qualifications for telling bishops 
how to guide the Church. 

In his memo, Mr. Gehring juxtaposes what he calls the 
bishops’ “Fictions” with his “Facts” – and he provides the 
media with “questions to ask Catholic bishops” that he 
apparently thinks are embarrassing. In fact we’re happy to 
answer those questions in this memo. But we’ll begin by 
showing how fiction and fact is mixed up in his account.

Gehring: It’s especially important to scrutinize the bish-
ops’ campaign because of “the charged political backdrop 
of this high-profile initiative — five months before a presi-
dential election.”

Fact: Mr. Gehring should have noticed that the bishops’ 
key insert for Church bulletins during the Fortnight for 
Freedom lists seven recent threats to religious liberty –
only two of which have anything to do with the President 
or his administration. None of our materials, of course, 
say anything about an election. The Fortnight for Free-
dom responds to a broader trend in our society: We are in 
danger of forgetting our nation’s great legacy of religious 
freedom, and of neglecting to defend such freedom for 
everyone when that is most needed. Even regarding the 
HHS contraceptive mandate – the only one of the seven 
threats that Mr. Gehring seems to notice – the timing of 
the regulatory process and resulting controversy has 
been determined by the Administration, not by the 
Church.

Gehring: The bishops have accused the Administration of 
waging “a war on religion” and “a war on the Catholic 
Church.” 

Fact: Though he puts these phrases in direct quotes, Ge-
hring produces no evidence of this. Instead he pulls a 
bait-and-switch, citing (and misusing) other quotes. For 
example:

Gehring accuses Cardinal Dolan of saying that the Ad-
ministration is “‘strangling’ the Catholic Church.” What 
Cardinal Dolan said was: “The exemption given to the 
church [by the HHS mandate] is so strangling and so nar-
row and it’s also presumptuous that a bureau of the fed-

eral government is attempting to define for the church the 
extent of its ministry and ministers… It’s almost like we’re 
being punished for the fact that we serve a lot of people.” 
The Cardinal was noting that the narrow religious exemp-
tion is “strangling” the Church’s ability to live out its mis-
sion, because a Church institution can’t be exempt from 
the morally objectionable coverage unless (among other 
things) it stops serving people of other faiths – thus it 
must violate one call of the gospel or the other. To point 
out this Hobson’s choice is simply to recognize reality.

Gehring says Bishop Jenky of Peoria has “compared 
Obama administration policies to those of Hitler and Sta-
lin.” Actually Bishop Jenky expressed concern that the 
federal government may have begun to distrust the 
churches as rivals to its own claims to authority – as hap-
pened with many European leaders of the past century 
and more, whether of the mainstream right and left (Otto 
von Bismarck and Georges Clemenceau) or of the ex-
tremist right and left (Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin). But 
then, “Bishop warns against government trend toward a 
century-old European view of religion that, for all their 
other vast differences, was shared by Hitler and Georges 
Clemenceau” would not make a racy headline.

Finally, Gehring says Bishop Cordileone has expressed 
worry about the “despotism” of the HHS mandate. Bishop 
Cordileone was citing an 1886 speech by Cardinal James 
Gibbons that said the U.S. has “liberty without license, 
authority without despotism.” Noting recent attacks on the 
conscience rights of individual Americans, and on the 
right of religious institutions to serve the public without 
violating their teaching on marriage, he worried that “we 
could be starting to move in the direction of license and 
despotism.” In this context the bishop did not mention the 
HHS mandate or the Administration — and the confer-
ence at which he spoke distributed a list of ten recent 
threats to religious freedom, only three of which have any-
thing to do with the Obama administration. Yet Gehring 
simply assumes that all this is a direct reference (and an 
overreaction) to one federal policy.

Gehring: The Obama administration has now provided a 
“wider religious exemption” to its contraceptive mandate, 
and the bishops initially welcomed this before “quickly 
moving the goalposts” so they could object to it and sup-
port the Blunt amendment in Congress.

Fact: There was no “moving of goalposts.” The bishops 
have voiced principled objection to coerced contraceptive 
coverage as part of HHS’s “preventive services” mandate 
since 2010; they have supported exemptions from such 
mandates on moral or religious grounds for many years; 
and they have supported the “Respect for Rights of Con-
science Act” (identical with the Blunt amendment) since 

USCCB Responds to Group Funded by George Soros
Sr Mary Ann Walsh, Office of Media Relations, USCCB
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December 2010. What happened on February 10, 2012 
was that the bishops initially welcomed the Administra-
tion’s announcement that its incredibly narrow religious 
exemption would be broadened; but before the end of the 
day they saw the actual “final rule” from HHS, and found 
that the mandate and narrow exemption had been final-
ized “without change.” So “spin” gave way to grim reality. 
A widening of the exemption not only did not happen – it 
would actually now be illegal, unless a new rulemaking 
process were to nullify the current one.

Gehring: The “accommodation” to which the bishops ob-
ject “makes sure no religiously affiliated institution will 
have to pay for services that violate its moral beliefs or 
even refer employees for this coverage,” and so has been 
welcomed by Catholic Health Association and other 
Catholic groups.

Fact: No, the Catholic Health Association has objected to 
the proposed “accommodation,” as have others across 
the political spectrum, once they found that the coverage 
will ultimately be subsidized by premiums paid by employ-
ers and employees and that the Administration’s various 
proposals are unworkable. Religious employers are ex-
cluded from having to “provide” the coverage only in the 
sense that the decision about providing it to their own em-
ployees will be taken away from them by the government. 
And Gehring’s claim that the coverage will be provided 
only “if a woman employed by an objecting Catholic insti-
tution wants this coverage” is absolutely false: The Ad-
ministration’s new notice says the coverage will be pro-
vided “automatically” to these women, and to their teen-
age children, even if the woman objects. So individual 
conscience rights as well as parents’ rights to guide their 
children in matters of sexuality are now also at risk. Ge-
hring doesn’t notice that in this respect, the new advance 
notice promotes a more coercive policy than the original 
one he describes (which is now obsolete). The problems 
with the “accommodation” have been thoroughly ex-
plained in a recent comment letter and fact sheet from the 
USCCB.

Gehring: Covering contraception is nothing new for 
Catholic institutions because it is already required in 28 
states.

Fact: This canard was thoroughly addressed in the 
USCCB’s August 2011 comment letter to HHS. The state 
mandates usually apply only to health plans that provide 
prescription drug coverage generally; only one state re-
quires coverage of sterilization; the mandates can be 
side-stepped by self-insuring, or coming under federal 
ERISA standards; and only three states have a religious 
exemption as incredibly narrow as the HHS mandate. The 
federal government has the most inescapably draconian 

mandate and the narrowest religious exemption in the 
country. No, this is not “business as usual.”

Gehring: Most Americans and Catholics support the HHS 
mandate and reject the Church’s concerns.

Fact: The findings of public opinion polls are notoriously 
changeable and dependent on the wording of questions, 
but in fact many polls contradict Gehring’s claim. Majority 
or plurality opposition to the mandate and/or its applica-
tion to religious institutions, among Catholics and the gen-
eral public, has been seen in polls released between Feb-
ruary and June by Rasmussen, CNN, Gallup, QEV Ana-
lytics, CBS News/New York Times, and Marist. In any 
case, our entire history of religious freedom in the United 
States has been aimed at defending the consciences of 
minorities against coercion by majorities.

Gehring’s Proposed Questions for Bishops

Now for the questions Mr. Gehring wants news media to 
ask of the bishops.  

“Catholic organizations have received significant funding 
increases under the Obama administration. Doesn’t this 
undercut your claims that the administration is ”strangling” 
the Catholic Church?”

We didn’t quite say that (see above). But we note that the 
claimed funding increases are for Fiscal Years 2010 and 
2011. The restrictive requirements that tend to exclude 
Catholic organizations from domestic and foreign service 
grants did not appear in federal grant documents until 
mid-2011, so 2012 would be the first year that is even 
relevant. In any case, the government grants are not gifts 
that signify how much the government likes the Catholic 
Church. Nor are they payments in exchange for our si-
lence when our religious freedom is attacked elsewhere. 
Instead, they are payments in exchange for the delivery of 
human services, without profit. They are a sign only of the 
fact that the Church delivers human services more effec-
tively and efficiently than others participating in a competi-
tive process.

“How much money is being spent on this religious liberty 
campaign and where is it coming from?”

This cannot be answered nationally because each dio-
cese chooses its own activities and funding. But Ge-
hring’s focus here is to discredit the national funding re-
ceived from the Knights of Columbus, which has devoted 
many hundreds of millions of dollars to nonpartisan life-
saving humanitarian goals, because that group’s current 
leader worked for a Republican president 25 years ago. 
This is an unwise objection for Faith in Public Life to raise, 
since its own staff of seven people includes: one person 
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who came to the group directly from serving as communi-
cations director for a Democratic congressman and his 
election campaign; one who worked for various Democ-
ratic campaigns and for the Democratic Senatorial Cam-
paign Committee; two (including Gehring) who worked for 
Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good, a blatantly 
partisan Soros-funded political initiative; and an executive 
director coming from the secular and partisan Center for 
American Progress. People in glass houses shouldn’t 
throw boomerangs.

“In all of your religious liberty materials why is there no 
mention that it was a conservative Catholic, Supreme 
Court Justice Anton in Scalia, who wrote a major decision 
weakening religious liberty protections?”

As a start: (a) We don’t tag Supreme Court justices with 
religious and political labels to discredit them, (b) this de-
cision in Employment Division v. Smith happened 22 
years ago, and (c) we already have spent many years of 
litigation and legislative advocacy to counter its effects, 
with some success. Among other things, we helped enact 
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 to restore 
federal protection of religion to the status it had before the 
Smith decision – and it is most likely under that law that 
the HHS mandate will be invalidated by federal courts.

“Are you concerned that this religious liberty campaign is 
in danger of becoming politicized during an election year? 
Bishop Stephen Blaire, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ 
Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Develop-
ment, recently expressed concern that some groups ‘very 
far to the right’ are trying to use the conflict as ‘an anti-
Obama campaign’.”

Partisan misuse of such legitimate issues by other groups 
is indeed a concern, whether those others come from the 
right (as Bishop Blaire has properly warned) or from the 
left (as Mr. Gehring has exemplified). The solution is for 
the bishops to resist the distractions of those others and 
stay focused on the merits of the substantive issue, em-
phasizing the Fortnight for Freedom as a time for educa-
tion, prayer, and action on the great gift of religious lib-
erty.

“Cardinal Timothy Dolan, the president of the U.S. bish-
ops’ conference has argued there is now ‘a drive to neu-
ter religion,’ but aren’t your objections to the Obama ad-
ministration disputes over policy issues not a culture war 
clash between Church and State?”

No. A dispute over whether existing government funding 
of contraception should be increased would be an exam-
ple of a “dispute over policy issues.” But a dispute over 
whether the government will force religious employers to 
fund and facilitate contraception, even when they object 

to it in conscience, is a religious freedom dispute. Mr. Ge-
hring simply ignores the element of government coercion, 
as do so many others who attempt to diminish the reli-
gious freedom aspect. In any event, the trend Cardinal 
Dolan describes goes well beyond the HHS mandate, or 
even this Administration. It also involves actions by state 
legislative and executive bodies, some courts, and power-
ful interest groups.

For example, the Administration has excluded the Catho-
lic Church’s efforts to serve victims of human trafficking 
from federal support because of the Church’s religious 
and moral conviction not to promote abortion. Adding in-
sult to injury, ACLU claims that such religious discrimina-
tion is not only permitted, but required, by the First 
Amendment—and a trial court recently agreed (and is 
being appealed). Similarly, the Administration has taken 
the position that the First Amendment affords no special 
protection for the hiring of ministers by religious organiza-
tions. Fortunately, this view was rejected unanimously by 
the Supreme Court as “remarkable” and “untenable.” At 
the state level, some states would criminalize ministry to 
undocumented immigrants as forbidden “harboring.” At 
the local level, religious groups are denied equal access 
to public facilities, which comparable secular groups could 
obtain without difficulty. No, something new and troubling 
has been happening, and to ignore that is to bury one’s 
head in the sand—or worse, to try to protect from criticism 
those who are fostering the trend.

“Are you willing to sacrifice Catholic charities, colleges 
and hospitals if you don’t get your way on the contracep-
tive mandate?”

We will keep fighting until we prevail. And if, in the mean-
time, any Church institutions are ever “sacrificed,” it will 
be the result of government action making it impossible 
for those Church institutions to continue to operate con-
sistent with their religious beliefs.

“Are you willing to drop all health insurance for your em-
ployees?”

Same answer.

Thank you for your attention to these observations. For 
more about the bishops’ religious freedom efforts, see 
http://www.usccb.org/conscience and 
http://www.fortnight4freedom.org. If you have other ques-
tions feel free to contact the USCCB Office of Media Re-
lations at media-relations@usccb.org

Sr Mary Ann Walsh, Office of Media Relations, USCCB, 
June 27, 2012 (As reported by Fr John Zuhlsdorf, "What 
Does the Prayer Really Say" (Link) 
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Religious Sisters of Mercy Physicians' Statement Concerning 
Appropriate Response to the Magisterial Church and 

A Vision of the Religious Woman in Medicine

We, the physicians and future physicians of the Religious 
Sisters of Mercy of Alma, Michigan, met on June 2, 2012, 
to articulate the vision of the call and contribution of reli-
gious women in the redemptive healing ministry of the 
Church. We also addressed statements issued by the 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR), 
various news agencies, and other organizations which 
have created confusion, polarization, and false represen-
tations about the beliefs, activities, and priorities of a sig-
nificant number of women religious in the United States.

As religious women, our whole life is based in faith. Apart 
from faith, religious life has no meaning. The doctrinal 
assessment from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith (CDF) regarding the LCWR is in the language of 
faith. The responses of opposition are being expressed 
using the language of politics. There is no basis for au-
thentic dialogue between these two languages. The lan-
guage of faith is rooted in Jesus Christ, His life and His 
mission, as well as the magisterial teaching of the 
Church. In addition, the language of faith does not contra-
dict reason, but elevates it and secures its integrity. The 
language of politics arises from the social marketplace. 
The Sisters who use political language in their responses 
to the magisterial Church reflect the poverty of their edu-
cation and formation in the faith.

The call to religious life, begun in Baptism, is lived 
through the practice of the evangelical counsels. A reli-
gious call is a gift from God, not a right. The charism of 
the religious community is given to enrich the Church, and 
its authenticity must be discerned by the hierarchy. A 
woman religious participates in the charism and cannot 
separate her work from the Church. As women religious 
physicians who uphold the teachings of the Church, we 
defend the dignity of each human person. This dignity is 

under attack, as evidenced by our government’s and so-
cial media’s use of the language of “women’s rights” to 
promote birth control, abortion and sterilization as benign 
health care services. This is a naïve position and demon-
strates ignorance of the serious effects of these health 
care services on women’s physical, emotional, psycho-
logical and spiritual well-being.

The Incarnational significance of God becoming man 
brings to a point of convergence the suffering of mankind 
and the mercy of God in His redemptive mission. This 
convergence within the call of the woman religious physi-
cian unites the profession of medicine to the transcenden-
tal reality of faith, drawing patients and our physician-
colleagues into the redemptive mystery of suffering. The 
redemptive power of Jesus was most tangibly revealed in 
His ministry to the sick, and by His words, He frequently 
related a miracle of physical healing to the more profound 
healing of the spiritual wounds inflicted by sin.

We praise the generosity and service of religious women 
who have gone before us. We see great hope for the fu-
ture of religious life within the Church and for a continua-
tion of its health care mission in the service of all people. 
This hope lies in remaining within the deposit of faith and 
the hierarchical structure of the Church. We cannot sepa-
rate ourselves from sacred Tradition or claim to advance 
beyond the Church. There will be new expressions of the 
faith to meet the needs of this present day, but these will 
be contained within and directed by the Magisterium of 
the Church. As Saint Augustine exclaims, “O Beauty, ever 
ancient, ever new!”

Any responses would be appreciated. Please send your 
comments to rsmphysicians@sacredheartmercy.org 

http://www.sacredheartmercy.org/index.html
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(Continued on next page)

When you are in a position of leadership or authority, it is 
a great cross sometimes to know firsthand the actual 
facts of a situation and then have to listen to all the distor-
tions and misrepresentation of the facts that are made in 
the public domain.

Having conducted the doctrinal assessment of the entity 
known as the Leadership Conference of Women Reli-
gious (LCWR), I can only marvel at what is now being 
said, both within and outside the Church, regarding the 
process and the recent steps taken by the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) to remedy significant 
and longstanding doctrinal problems connected with the 
activities and programs of the LCWR.

The biggest distortion of all is the claim that the CDF and 
the bishops are attacking or criticizing the life and work of 
our Catholic sisters in the United States. One report on 
the CBS evening news showcased the work of a Mercy 
Sister who is a medical doctor in order to compare her to 
the attack that she and sisters like her are supposedly 
being subjected to by authoritarian bishops. The report 
concludes with a statement that the bishops impose the 
rules of the Church but the sisters carry on the work of the 
Church.

Unless the sister in question is espousing and/or promot-
ing positions contrary to Catholic teaching—and there 
was no reason given to think that she is—then the Holy 
See’s doctrinal concerns are not directed at her or at the 
thousands of religious sisters in our country like her to 
whom we all owe a debt of gratitude for all that they do in 
witness to the Gospel.

What the CDF is concerned about, as I indicated, is the 
particular organization known as the LCWR. Its function, 
responsibilities and statutes were all originally approved 
by the Holy See, to which it remains accountable. While it 
is true that the member communities of the LCWR repre-
sent most of the religious sisters in the United States, that 
does not mean that criticism of the LCWR is aimed at all 
the member religious communities, much less all sisters.

The word “investigation” is often used to describe the 
work that I carried out on behalf of the CDF. 
“Investigation” suggests an attempt to uncover things that 
might not be known. In reality, what the CDF commis-
sioned was a doctrinal “assessment,” an appraisal of ma-
terials which are readily available to anyone who cares to 
read them on the LCWR website and in other LCWR pub-
lished resources. The assessment was carried out in dia-
logue with the LCWR leadership, both in writing and face-
to-face, over several months.

The fundamental question posed to the LCWR leadership 
as part of the assessment was simply this: What are the 
Church’s pastors to make of the fact that the LCWR con-
stantly provides a one-sided platform—without challenge 
or any opposing view—to speakers who take a negative 

and critical position vis-a-vis Church doctrine and disci-
pline and the Church’s teaching office?

Let me cite just a few of the causes for concern.

In her LCWR keynote address in 1997, Sr. Sandra 
Schneiders, IHM proposed that the decisive issue for 
women religious is the issue of faith: “It can no longer be 
taken for granted that the members [of a given congrega-
tion] share the same faith.”

Ten years later, in an LCWR keynote speech, Sr. Laurie 
Brink, O.P. spoke of “four different general ‘directions’ in 
which religious congregations seem to be moving.” She 
said that “not one of the four is better or worse than the 
others.” One of the directions described is “sojourning,” 
which she says “involves moving beyond the Church, 
even beyond Jesus. A sojourning congregation is no 
longer ecclesiastical. It has grown beyond the bounds of 
institutional religion.” This kind of congregation “in most 
respects is Post-Christian.” She concludes by characteriz-
ing as “a choice of integrity, insight and courage” the deci-
sion to “step outside the Church” already made by one 
group of women religious.

Fr. Michael H. Crosby, OFMCap, a keynote speaker at 
the joint LCWR-CMSM assembly in 2004, lamented the 
fact that “we still have to worship a God that the Vatican 
says ‘wills that women not be ordained.’ That god is liter-
ally ‘unbelievable.’ It is a false god; it cannot be wor-
shiped. And the prophet must speak truth to that power 
and be willing to accept the consequence of calling for 
justice, stopping the violence and bringing about the reign 
of God.”

The LCWR’s Systems Thinking Handbook describes a 
hypothetical case in which sisters differ over whether the 
Eucharist should be at the center of a special community 
celebration.  The problem is that some of the sisters ob-
ject to “priest-led liturgies.” The scenario, it seems, is not 
simply fictitious, for some LCWR speakers also mention 
the difficulty of finding ways to worship together as a faith 
community.  According to the Systems Thinking Hand-
book this difficulty is rooted in differences at the level of 
belief, but also different mental models—the “Western 
mind” and the “Organic mental model.”  These, rather 
than Church doctrine, are offered as tools for the resolu-
tion of the case.

LCWR speakers also explore themes like global spiritual-
ity, the new cosmology, earth-justice and eco-feminism in 
ways that are frequently ambiguous, dubious or even er-
roneous with respect to Christian faith. And while the 
LCWR upholds Catholic social teaching in some areas, it 
is notably silent when it comes to two of the major moral 
challenges of our time: the right to life of the unborn, and 
the God-given meaning of marriage between one man 
and one woman.

Reality Check: The LCWR, CDF and the Doctrinal Assessment
Bishop Leonard Blair
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Reality Check
(Continued from previous page)

“A century ago, when we had very little in our therapeutic 
armamentarium, few doctors or patients would have con-
sidered killing patients a sensible or ethical option.  But 
now in the 21st Century with all we possess in the way of 
therapeutic interventions and palliative care options, why 
is it that we are even considering euthanasia?”

“Euthanasia belittles our abilities to do what we in the 
medical profession do best – care for frail older people, 
heal suffering and advocate for those with geriatric syn-
dromes such as dementia.  Suddenly, though despite our 
years of training in improving function, diagnosing and 
treating delirium, improving mobility, managing inconti-
nence and providing good quality end of life care, our role 
as a geriatrician might be reduced to working out the le-
thal dosage of potassium chloride.” 

“Suicide is not a criminal offence and is a matter for the 
individual.  But when you bring in a doctor to administer a 
lethal injection, taking a life becomes the doctor’s decision 
and this involves serious consequences for society as a 
whole.”

“Once you allow voluntary euthanasia there are no 
grounds for not allowing involuntary euthanasia as well.” 

“The polls are always maliciously designed and full of 
emotive language, asking people if they were in terrible 

pain with no help of relief would they want a lethal injec-
tion?  The question instead should be, if a doctor couldn’t 
work out why you are suffering and in pain and couldn’t 
be bothered putting in the time and effort, or spending the 
resources to find out, should society decide to kill you?  
Phrased that way, you would get the opposite result!”

Quotes from Dr John Obeid, Senior Staff Specialist in 
Geriatric Medicine and Stroke at Blacktown Hospital,
in an article from Catholic Communications, Sydney Arch-
diocese, 22-05-2012

It is not only the Church that is called to be the image of 
One God in Three Persons, but also the family, based on 
marriage between man and woman. In the beginning, 
“God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he created them. And 
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply’” (Gen 1:27-28). God created us male and fe-
male, equal in dignity, but also with respective and com-
plementary characteristics, so that the two might be a gift 
for each other, might value each other and might bring 
into being a community of love and life. It is love that 
makes the human person the authentic image of the 
Blessed Trinity, image of God.

Bebedict XVI

Are these examples indicative of the thinking of all reli-
gious sisters in the United States whose communities are 
members of the LCWR?  Certainly not.

Serious questions of faith undoubtedly arise among some 
women religious, as the LCWR maintains. However, is it 
the role of a pontifically recognized leadership group to 
criticize and undermine faith in church teaching by what is 
said and unsaid, or rather to work to create greater under-
standing and acceptance of what the Church believes and 
teaches?

Those who do not hold the teachings of the Catholic 
Church, or Catholics who dissent from those teachings, 
are quick to attack the CDF and bishops for taking the 
LCWR to task. However, a person who holds the reason-
able view that a Catholic is someone who subscribes to 
the teachings of the Catholic Church will recognize that 
the Catholic Bishops have a legitimate cause for doctrinal 
concern about the activities of the LCWR, as evidenced 
by a number of its speakers and some of its resource 
documents.

Modern Medicine

A key question posed by the doctrinal assessment had to 
do with moving forward in a positive way. Would the 
LCWR at least acknowledge the CDF’s doctrinal concerns 
and be willing to take steps to remedy the situation?  The 
response thus far is exemplified by the LCWR leader-
ship’s choice of a New Age Futurist to address its 2012 
assembly, and their decision to give an award this year to 
Sr. Sandra Schneiders, who has expressed the view that 
the hierarchical structure of the church represents an in-
stitutionalized form of patriarchal domination that cannot 
be reconciled with the Gospel.

This situation is now a source of controversy and misun-
derstanding, as well as misrepresentation. I am confident, 
however, that if the serious concerns of the CDF are ac-
curately represented and discussed among all the sisters 
of our country, there will indeed be an opening to a new 
and positive relationship between women religious and 
the Church’s pastors in doctrinal matters, as there already 
is in so many other areas where mutual respect and co-
operation abound.

The Catholic Chronicle, Diocese of Toledo (Link)
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So Many of the Baptized Have Lost Identity

A sign [of this separation of the West from its spiritual 
and moral patrimony] is the diminution of religious prac-
tice, visible in participation in the Eucharistic liturgy and, 
even more, in the Sacrament of Penance.  So many of 
the baptized have lost identity and membership: they 
don’t know the essential content of the faith or they think 
they can cultivate it [He was, above, using plant and ag-
ricultural images] apart from ecclesial mediation. And 
while many look dubiously at the truths taught by the 
Church, others reduce the Kingdom of God to some big 
values, which certainly have to do with the Gospel, but 
which don’t any longer have to do with the central core of 
the Christian faith.  The Kingdom of God is a gift that 
transcends us. … Unfortunately, it is precisely God who 
is excluded from the horizons of many people; and when 
one isn’t met with indifference, closed-mindedness or 
refusal, the conversation about God is nevertheless rele-
gate to the sphere of the subjective, reduced to a private 
personal matter, marginalized from public conscious-
ness.  Pass from this abandonment, from this lack of 
openness to the Transcendent, the heart of the crisis 
that wounds Europe, which is a spiritual and moral crisis: 
man claims to have an identity fulfilled simply in himself.

Benedict XVI to the Italian Bishops Conference. 
Translation by Fr John Zuhlsdorf, May 24, 2012 (Link)

President of USCCB Applauds Lawsuits in 
Defense of Religious Freedom

“We have tried negotiation with the Administration and 
legislation with the Congress – and we’ll keep at it – but 
there's still no fix. Time is running out, and our valuable 
ministries and fundamental rights hang in the balance, 
so we have to resort to the courts now. Though the Con-
ference is not a party to the lawsuits, we applaud this 
courageous action by so many individual dioceses, 
charities, hospitals and schools across the nation, in co-
ordination with the law firm of Jones Day. It is also a 
compelling display of the unity of the Church in defense 
of religious liberty. It's also a great show of the diversity 
of the Church's ministries that serve the common good 
and that are jeopardized by the mandate – ministries to 
the poor, the sick, and the uneducated, to people of any 
faith or no faith at all.”

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan (Link)

As we have argued, just government recognizes and pro-
tects those rights that are built into human nature by God 
and that can be known by both reason and revelation. 
The most basic of these fundamental rights is religious 
freedom, which is most basic because it touches what is 
deepest in the human spirit: our thirst for the truth, which 
Christians believe is in fact a thirst for God. Religious 
freedom, then, grounds the freedom of speech, of assem-
bly, of the press, and all other freedoms. Absent religious 
freedom, there is no freedom in the deepest meaning of 
the word. Absent religious freedom, democracy crumbles.

The fundamental human right of religious freedom pre-
cludes the establishment of a religion to which all citizens 
must conform. That is why the First Amendment to the 
United States Constitution wisely links the free exercise of 
religion to its prohibition of “laws respecting an establish-
ment of religion.” The prohibition of an establishment of 
religion is one crucial means to advance the end of the 
free exercise of religion. Thus “no establishment” and 
“free exercise” are not in tension, as much modern juris-
prudence understands them to be. Nor does “no estab-
lishment” demand a naked public square, shorn of relig-
iously informed moral conviction. The “separation of 

church and state” is intended to protect freedom for reli-
gious conviction; it is not intended to promote religion’s 
exile from public life.

It is essential for the full expression of religious freedom 
that believers be welcome, in law and in social custom, to 
bring their religiously based moral convictions into the 
ongoing public debate over how we ought to order our 
common life. Religiously informed moral argument does 
not establish religion or impose sectarian values on a plu-
ralistic society. Such charges are undemocratic, for they 
deny to fellow citizens and religious communities the right 
to bring the sources of their deepest convictions into pub-
lic life. For their part, believers often have the resources 
to make their arguments in the public square in ways that 
every citizen, irrespective of religious belief or the lack 
thereof, can engage. Thus we seek neither a naked nor a 
sacred public square, but a civil public square open to the 
full range of convictions.

In Defence of Religious Freedom - A Statement by 
Evangelicals and Catholics Together (Link)

Religious Freedom in the Architecture of Democracy
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The Aquinas Institute for the Study of Sacred Doctrine is 
pleased to announce the publication this summer of St. 
Thomas's Commentaries on the Letters of Paul.  This 
publication brings all the great Pauline commentaries to-
gether for the first time in a uniform hardcover bilingual 
edition, with Latin and English in parallel columns.

Between now and July 16, The Aquinas Institute is offer-
ing an opportunity to buy, at a discount rate, the Com-
mentary on Romans, or the entire set of Pauline commen-
taries, or even to reserve your copy of other works near-
ing completion: the Summa theologiae, the Commentary 
on John, and the Commentary on Matthew.

The Aquinas Institute
165 Dupont Drive
Lander, WY 82520

For additional information, please e-mail: 
admin@theaquinasinstitute.org 

http://www.theaquinasinstitute.org/

Additional Resources

Fortnight for Freedom (USCCB links)

 Fortnight for Freedom Message from Pope Bene-
dict XVI from Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, Apos-
tolic Nuncio, Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, July 4, 2012 (Link)

 Fortnight for Freedom Closing Mass Homily- Most 
Reverend Charles J. Chaput, OFM Cap, Archbishop 
of Philadelphia, Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, July 4, 2012 (Link)

 Free Exercise of Religion: Putting Beliefs into 
Practice - Religious leaders from many faiths in the 
U.S. have issued a statement on religious freedom. 
Catholics are not alone in the fight to defend our First 
Amendment rights! (Link)

 Fortnight for Freedom Interactive Town Hall Meet-
ing with His Eminence Seán Cardinal O'Malley, OFM 
Cap, Archbishop of Boston (Link)

 A Fortnight for Freedom - Most Reverend José H. 
Gómez, Archbishop of Los Angeles, (Link)

 Opening Remarks for Domestic Religious Free-
dom Hour, USCCB General Assembly—
Archbishop William E. Lori, Chairman, Ad Hoc Com-
mittee for Religious Liberty, June 13, 2012  (Link)

 Religious Freedom and the Love of God — John 
H. Garvey, Esq, President, The Catholic University of 
America,  USCCB General Assembly  (Link)

Vatican City, (VIS) – Today, during a private audience 
with Cardinal Angelo Amato S.D.B., prefect of the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints, the Pope au-
thorized the Congregation to promulgate the following 
decrees:

HEROIC VIRTUES

  Servant of God Fulton Sheen, American 
archbishop, and former bishop of Rochester 
(1895-1979). 
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BORN about the year 1504, he became Professor of Civil 
Law, Head of Broadgates Hall, now Pembroke College, at 
Oxford, a learned Canonist, and an eloquent and leading 
speaker in Parliament; it was on the floor of the House 
that he was to stand forth champion of the ancient faith. 
Under Henry VIII he had, like too many others, taken the 
oath of Supremacy, but the Bill of Edward VI substituting 
a new English Liturgy for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
enabled him to repair his fall. " Woe to thee, O land," he 
said, quoting Holy Scripture, " whose king is a child." Ec-
cles x.16. And for his bold protest he was committed to 
the Tower. He, however, obtained his release, and retired 
with his family to Louvain, where, with the Carthusians, he 
spent his days in doing penance for his fall and in prayer 
for the conversion of his country. On Mary s accession he 
returned to England, and was appointed Chancellor of the 
Diocese of London, and the bitter experience of his own 
lapse made him zealous in the suppression of heresy. He 
held with B. Thomas More that false doctrine was the 
greatest evil, and undermined Church and State alike, 
and though he pleaded for indulgence to the misguided, 
he knew no toleration with the fomenters of heresy and 
rebellion.

"But where sin abounded, grace did more abound." 
Rom. v. 20.

Reparation
B. John Storey, Layman, 1571

Archbishop Lori Praises New Movie

Is Archbishop William E. Lori the new Roger Ebert? While 
he's just a day away from being installed as the 16th 
archbishop of Baltimore, the archbishop's new job might 
be film critic. 

According to a news release from The Maximus Group, 
Archbishop Lori, who is the chairman of the U.S. Catholic 
Conference of Bishops Ad Hoc Committee for Religious 
Liberty, endorsed an upcoming movie, "For Greater 
Glory." The movie stars Oscar-nominee Andy Garcia, 
Oscar-winner Peter O'Toole and Desperate Housewives 
star Eva Longoria. 

“For Greater Glory is an excellent film that has the cour-
age to tell a story that has been all but forgotten,” 
Archbishop Lori said. “The sacrifices and hardships en-
dured by those who would not renounce Christ helped 
preserve the religious liberty of millions, and this film hon-
ors their memory in a remarkable way. For Greater Glory 
also reminds us of how much has been done to pass this 
liberty on to our generation by those who came before us, 
and it makes clear the truth that Christ taught us - that 
there is no greater love than to lay down one's life for a 
friend.”

For Greater Glory opens in theaters June 1, the same day 
as another epic, Snow White and the Huntsman, is ex-
pected to have one of the biggest box office weekends of 
the year. For Greater Glory details a fight against a Mexi-
can dictator who banned religion in the country. 

Andy Garcia told CNS News recently, "“It’s a fight for reli-
gious freedom, but really a greater umbrella it sits under 
is the concept of absolute freedom. There are countries 
all over the world right now that are still fighting, in the 
middle of a fight for those rights, and people have been 
deprived of those rights."

Matt Palmer, Catholic Review Online, 
Archdiocese of Baltimore (Link)

http://www.forgreaterglory.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KiagxENUv4
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In Appendix III of my “Ending the Byzantine Greek 
Schism” appears the interesting Letter to the Abbot and 
Monks of a Monastery in Constantinople (c. 1350) by the 
Dominican friar John de Fontibus, O.P. Its Greek text to-
gether with a Latin translation was published by the distin-
guished Dominican scholar Raymond J.Loernetz, O.P.,  in 
Archivum Fratrum Praedicatorum 30 (1960) 163-195.  
Under the auspices of the Dominican congregation, the 
“Society of Missionary Friars for Christ”, a number of Do-
minican monasteries were established in the East in the 
14th century, at Chios and Mytilene, others in the area of 
the Black Sea (Caffa and Trebizonde, on the Danube 
(Siret), in Galicia (Lvov), and at Kiev in the Ukraine. The 
administrative center of the congregation was the convent 
of Saint Dominic of Pera-Galata on the outskirts of Con-
stantinople that had been a Genoese colony. There a 
number of remarkable Friar Preachers came into intimate 
contact with Byzantine clergy and sought to win over its 
intellectuals to promote an end to the Schism. The foun-
der of the convent at Pera-Galata was the Frenchman fr. 
Guillaume Bernard de Gallaic, a friar preacher from the 
province of Toulouse, and who arrived in Constantinople 
in 1299. Upon perfecting his knowledge of Greek, he pro-
ceeded to translate various works of St. Thomas Aquinas 
into Greek. Among the 12 friars at the house in Pera-
Galata was the Spanish fr. Garcia who taught Latin to 
Demetrios Kydones who was well known as a leading 
philosopher, theologian, and intellectual, and held high-
posts in the Imperial government. Enamored with the the-
ology of St. Thomas, Kydones would translate part III of 
the Summa Theologica and other works of the Angelic 
Doctor.  As noted in a previous article, his conversion to 
the Catholic Church is recounted in one of the great per-
sonal documents  of 14th c. Byzantium. His “Apologia for 
Unity with Rome” recounting his reconciliation with Rome 
is featured in my “Ending the Byzantine Greek Schism”.  
Kydones would become the center of a small circle of  
Greeks who rallied to union with the Roman Church and 
remained in close contact with the Dominicans at Pera-
Galata. These Friar Preachers were privileged agents of 
the Holy See, assisting it with diplomatic and political in-
formation, and promoting among the Byzantines an ac-
quaintance with Western culture, especially the revival of 
Aristotelian philosophy as re-worked in the Thomism of 
St. Thomas Aquinas. They also engaged in theological 
discussions with the separated Greeks which ranged from 
pacific exchanges to the more polemical variety. Among 
the writers who pursued theological controversy in the 
effort to rally the dissenting Byzantines to unity with the 
See of Peter were fr. Guillaume Bernard de Gaillac, fr. 
Philip of Pera, fr. Simon of Constantinople (of Greek ori-
gin), and fr. John de Fontibus.       

The Letter of Friar Preacher John de Fontibus to the Ab-
bot and Monks of a Greek Monastery in Constantinople is 

worthy of particular attention. Not much is known of this 
Latin friar who knew Greek and wrote his Letter in Greek, 
and was the author of another larger work on the Proces-
sion of the Holy Spirit (now lost) and which might have 
contained more biographical information. He was, how-
ever,  sufficiently known to the Imperial court for the Em-
peror John Kantacuzenos to use him as an envoy to Pope 
Innocent VI, and the Friar  clearly had friendly contacts 
with Greek clergy. The Greek Abbot to whom he wrote is 
not identified and is appealed to as one whose ascetic life 
was to be admired, for he has “served Christ night and 
day, in work and discipline, in many fasts, in cold and na-
kedness, and voluntary poverty, in prayers and on the 
hardest of mats and with many other inconveniences (cf. 
2 Cor. 11: 27)” .Yet he has fallen short of “true obedience” 
to the Successor of Peter “whom by divine right all are 
bound to obey.” 

The Dominican theologian proceeds to expound with elo-
quence  drawing upon both  Scripture and Tradition the 
Primacy of Peter and the preeminence of the Roman 
Pontiff in the Church: 

“Since, therefore, the Roman Pontiff  is the successor of 
Blessed Peter, both in his dignity and office, it follows 
that he is the supreme bishop in the Church, and has 
authority over your Patriarch and all other Chris-
tians...Hence, if you wish to remain in this schism unto 
death itself, do not trust in your fasts and prayers and 
upright good works. They will certainly profit you noth-
ing while you remain in this division and sedition against 
the Roman Church, to which you owe every obedience 
and honor, because that Church obtains its excellence 
not from human right, nor from civil law nor from any 
decree of a universal Council, but by divine right and on 
the authority of Christ.” 

The Friar Preacher's Letter zeroes in on the two major 
dogmatic grievances justifying the refusal of the Byzan-
tines to renounce their schism: the Roman Primacy of 
universal authority and the Procession of the Holy Spirit 
from the Father and the Son. He is remarkable for his 
trenchant exposition and statement of the infallibility of the 
Roman Church as well as his clear defense of the ortho-
doxy of the 'Filioque' (“and the Son”) having been added 
to the Latin text of the Creed. “The addition of the 
'Filioque' is not heretical but the true Catholic faith”. Fr. 
John de Fontibus shows himself well acquainted with St. 
Thomas Aquinas' “Contra Errores Graecorum” as well as 
the Acts of the 4th Council of Constantinople (869-870) 
which condemned the patriarch of Constantinople Photius 
(it was he who had prepared the way for the Byzantine 
Greek Schism by writings declaring the 'Filioque' hereti-
cal). It is interesting that the Friar seeking the salvation of 

A Dominican Worker for Unity:
 John de Fontibus, O.P. (John of the Springs)

James Likoudis

Continued on next page)
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souls “filled from the cradle with hatred for the Roman 
Church” does not scruple to denounce the spiritual pride 
of monks who are tempted to place their own ascetic 
prowess above the ecclesial obedience owed Blessed 
Peter and his successors. “Do not be deceived by the 
diabolic illusion, thinking you are better in faith and morals 
than the Latins as those who are seen to excel over them 
in works and abstinences. This is the trickery of Satan, 
transforming himself into an angel of light in order to de-
ceive you.”  

The Letter of Fr. John of the Springs reveals a Dominican 
who is a vigorous defender of Papal authority and who 

John de Fontibus
(Continued from previous page)

was well versed in the beliefs and views of Byzantine 
clergy and monastics. In conformity to Dominican tradi-
tion, he is unyielding in adherence to truths of the faith, 
but he shows himself irenic and tolerant of legitimate di-
versity: “Do not believe that in virtue of obedience ren-
dered the Roman Church, you will be forced to abandon 
any of your holy customs and practices...The Pope re-
quires nothing else of you but the salvation of your souls.” 

A copy of “Ending the Byzantine Greek Schism” contain-
ing the Letter of John de Fontibus, O.P., is available from 
James Likoudis, P.O. Box 852, Montour Falls, NY 14865 

Basic Human Needs
Br Corwin Low OP

All people have faces. We should treat them as such.

Being smack on the border between Mexico and the 
United States has its challenges. On one hand it is easy 
to sit in the living room or den reading about the economic 
troubles facing the States and insist that our borders re-
main sealed to preserve jobs; it is yet another thing to be 

in Mexicali and watch the numerous people that have 
been literally dumped on our doorstep, having just been 
deported as illegal aliens from the Border Patrol, or peo-
ple arriving with the hope that they can obtain a better life. 
The difference of course is the level of attachment. In the 
former, there is zero attachment. Ideology is easy to 
choose and change depending on your mood or fancy; 
consequences of these decisions are minimal to non-
existent. Confronting the human condition is quite a differ-
ent matter, the situation of the latter. Is it any wonder why 
there is so much conflict in this area? Those who live 
along the border and who see the poverty and despair 
find it quite difficult to turn a blind eye to those people in 
need—as it should be. For if one is in a similar situation 
and feels nothing, then one might have lost their human-
ity. 

A couple made their way to our parish last Friday. They 
were exhausted and not a little bit hungry and thirsty. Ac-
cording to them they were deported from the United 
States but in the process they were separated from their 
children, their whereabouts unknown. Due to our prox-
imity to the border, this is not an uncommon sight. But 
even though the people in our very own parish are of lim-
ited means and material goods, they always seem to 
manage to extend their hand and share what they do 
own. This is the story of the widow’s mite in our own day 
and age. Many people here make valiant attempts to live 
the gospel, an example we should all follow. We don’t 
know what will become of this couple, and if they will ever 
be reunited with their children. Chances are low if history 
is to be repeated. In the meanwhile we pray for goodness 
and mercy.

Br Corwin Low, a student of the Western Province, 
Writes of his experience at Cantate Domino (Link)
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Bl. William Arnaud and Companions
Br Peter Martyr Yungwirth OP

While St. Peter Martyr holds a certain preeminence in the 
history of Dominican martyrs, he was not the first Domini-
can to die for the faith.  Rather, it was a group of Domini-
cans, Franciscans, and others who were slain by Albigen-
sians in southern France.  Having angered the Albigen-
sians, a plot was made against the lives of Bl. William and 
those who were preaching with him.  As they went into 
Avingnonet, they began preaching fearlessly.  They were 
invited to the castle of the Count of Toulouse under the 
false notion of friendship and reconciliation.  Yet, they 
were ambushed.  When they saw the attackers coming, 
they knelt down and sang the Te Deum, thanking God for 
the gift of being united to His Son in dying for the truth.  
Bl. William and Bl. Stephen of Narbonne, a Franciscan, 
were rescued by some Catholics and brought to the par-
ish church for asylum.  Yet, the heretics came in and bru-
tally attacked Bl. William and Bl. Stephen, even ripping 
out the tongue of Bl. William.

By their deaths, they shed their blood upon the land of 
Avignonet, and within 40 years, there were practically no 
heretics left there.  Their lives and deaths show the reality 
of Christ’s own words:

For whoever would save his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it.  (Matt. 16:25)

O God, for whose love and for the zeal of defending the 
faith Blessed William and his companions fell beneath the 
swords of the wicked, grant, we beseech Thee, that 
through their intercession we may be firm in the faith and 
may always love Thee with our whole heart.  Through 
Christ our Lord.

Province of St Joseph (Link)

On Sunday in the French town of 
Besançon, near the border of 
Switzerland, the Church recog-
nized the sanctity of one of our 
Dominican brothers, Fr. Marie 
Jean-Joseph Lataste, O.P.  As a 
young Dominican, Père Lataste 
(as he is known in France) stud-
ied at the old Dominican priory of 
St. Maximin in Bordeaux.  There 
he developed a great devotion to 
St. Mary Magdalene, whose rel-
ics are nearby.  This devotion 
served him well when he was 
asked preach a spiritual retreat at a prison for women.  
Initially, he approached this assignment with great skepti-
cism.  As he would later admit, “I entered with consider-
able embarrassment, persuaded that the undertaking 
would prove futiles.” But in his devotion to St. Mary Mag-
dalene–the woman from who seven demons were cast 
out (Lk 8:1-3)–he saw the possibility of repentance and 
conversion. This was the nucleus of a new idea–a com-
munity of women who turned away from their former life 
and embraced a new life in total union with Christ.  So, 
Père Lataste founded a new community, the community 
of Bethany. This community would come to be known as 
the Dominican Sisters of Bethany, who have spread 
throughout the world and even to the United States. To 
read more about the life of Père Lataste, see the most 
recent issue of the electronic newsletter  of the Lay Fra-
ternities of St. Dominic (Third Order).

In 2011, the Holy Father approved a miracle attributed to 
the intercession of this Servant of God.  This culminated 
in the beatification Mass celebrated this past Sunday.  
This marks the first Dominican friar beatified from France 
since refounding of the Dominicans in France by Fr. La-
cordaire in the nineteenth century.  The preacher of the 
Mass was the current Master of the Dominican Order, Fr. 
Bruno Cadore, the former provincial of the Province of 
France.

We join in the celebration of our brothers in France in 
thanksgiving for this holy intercessor and model of Do-
minican life.  And we pray for the intercession of Bl. Jean-
Joseph Lataste, OP, for the entire Order of Preachers, 
praying the prayer of dedication to Jesus Christ that he 
himself wrote:

O my Jesus, I want to love You. Give Yourself to me and 
grant that I may give myself to You. Make me one with 
You. May my will be Yours. Unite me to you so that I may 
live only in and for You.  Grant that I may spend for You, 
all that I have received from You, keeping nothing for my-
self.  May I die to all for You and bring others to you. O 
my Jesus, many others.

Province of St Joseph (Link)

A New Dominican Blessed
Fr Pius Pietrzyk OP
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and store-rooms.  All the internal fittings – doors, win-
dows, tiles, wash-room and electrical fittings, stairways, 
classroom and staffroom furnishings, and flagstones and 
surrounding walls for the courtyard/playground – must be                                                                        
repaired or replaced.  As well as the three Sisters of the 
Convent, there will have to be 5 or 6 lay members of staff, 
to cope with the expected 300-400 pupils.  If you would 
like more technical information, we can send you some 
images and details from Mott MacDonald’s Project Re-
port, with their permission. 

I am sure you will appreciate that this is a huge project, so 
we need to ask for donations from a wide range of organi-
sations, groups and individuals, in the U.S.A. and Can-
ada, as well as the United Kingdom and elsewhere.  
Three of us will share the administration, in Oxford, U.K: 
myself (Anna Baidoun), Joshua Dubin and Jennifer Dye.  
In order to keep banking charges to a minimum, we rec-
ommend for North American and other overseas donors, 
that individual Chapter members would hand their dona-
tions and donation forms to their Chapter President or 
Moderator, who in turn would pass these on to their Pro-
vincial President or Moderator.  We recommend that each 
Lay Dominican Province would open a Holding Account, 
and finally transfer the total donations to our Oxford ac-
count, and let me know that you have done so.  This 
seems the simplest and safest (and cheapest!) proce-
dure.  We hope you will agree to it.  For all such overseas 
payments, our IBAN is GB63NWBK60160775054930; our 
IBAN BIC is NWBKGB2L.

We would be most grateful if you would photocopy and 
distribute the letters and slips among your Chapters, 
friends, and anyone else who might be interested!

In such a fragmented and war-shattered country, this pro-
ject will provide much-needed unity and hope for the fu-
ture of Christianity in Iraq.. As in most developing coun-
tries, Iraqis regard education as the key to a better future, 
one in which this school can also help to provide the next 
generation with more tolerant and trusting relationships 
among the children of Abraham.  The people of Iraq be-
lieve that “God will provide”, and we are now urging our 
brothers and sisters in Christ to help maintain the continu-
ity of this ancient Christian community.   We do ask you to 
be as generous as you can: Thank you very much, and 
God bless you.

Anna Baidoun, Joshua Dubin and Jenifer Dye, Fund Organisers. 

Mrs Anna  Baidoun OP, 17 Charles Ponsonby House, Osberton 
Road, OXFORD  OX2 7PQ,  U.K,
anna@baidoun.free-online.co.uk

Joshua Dubin and Jenifer Dye,  68 Victoria Road, Oxford OX2 
7QE; jenifer@dyedubin.eclipse.co.uk

Our Dominican Sisters in Basrah need our help in rebuild-
ing their Convent Secondary School. This is one of the 
few places in Iraq, the birthplace of Abraham, offering a 
solid education in the Catholic tradition, and we – the Lay 
Dominicans of England and Scotland– have been asked 
to do whatever we can to raise funds for this project: we 
ask you to join us in this enterprise.

The dedicated and courageous Dominican sisters already 
run a flourishing Primary School for 300-400 girls and 
boys, about 20% of whom who come from the Christian 
(including Catholic) community, while 80% are from Mos-
lem and other religions.   The school is extremely popular 
with the people of Basrah, and as well as offering a first-
rate education in academic subjects, the sisters teach 
tolerance, kindness and understanding -  much needed 
and appreciated in this war-torn country. The Primary 
School building and convent have been repaired by a Brit-
ish firm of Civil Engineers, Mott MacDonald, who also 
built a new School Hall for them, donating their own ex-
pert site management, along with some charitable finan-
cial help.

In 2010, the Iraqi Government  returned to the Dominican 
sisters the old Secondary School next door, which it had 
requisitioned in 1974 along with everything on site, even 
cars.  In  late 2011, the Dominican laity in the UK were 
asked if they would be willing to offer some financial help 
to the sisters to refurbish this building, which was handed 
back in a shocking state of disrepair and damage. There 
is no government money for this, and the damage, not 
being connected with the war, does not qualify for War 
Reparations.  Both the Dominican  Vicar-Provincial of the 
Arab Vicariate, Fr Amir Jaje OP, based in Baghdad, and 
Fr Jean-Jacques Perennes OP, former Vicar-Provincial 
and now head of the Institut Dominicain d’Etudes Orien-
tales in Egypt, give their wholehearted support to the Sis-
ters and their school, and to the Secondary School pro-
ject, as does Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP, former Master of 
the Dominican Order, and Fr David Kammler OP, Pro-
moter General of Dominican Laity, whose supporting let-
ters we enclose.  They and others confirm that there is 
great need for a good Christian Secondary School in Bas-
rah and the surrounding area, for the ultimate survival of 
the Christian community there.

Mott MacDonald’s  civil engineers in Basrah have pro-
vided detailed photographs, plans, elevations, and a 
breakdown of all materials needed: the list is impressive, 
and the costs add up to just over $300,000.  To add the 
costs of labor would bring the total required to around 
$500,000 – “Much, much money”, as Sr Suzanne, the 
very energetic Headmistress/Prioress puts it.  There will 
be 9 classrooms, each with a capacity for 30-40 children, 
plus a staff-room, washrooms on both floors and outside, 

Proposed Educational Project 
Dominican Convent School, Basrah, Iraq

DOMINICAN LAITY * ENGLISH PROVINCE * ORDER OF PREACHERS 



Truth Be Told 23                                                Page 24                                                  Jul-Aug 2012

At our chapter meeting  
a couple of days after 
my return from St. Al-
bert’s, I was so fired up 
with good news that I 
spoke for what seemed 
like an hour (though 
perhaps was closer to 
20 minutes). 

The first thing I said: 
What a glorious time to 
be a member of the 
Third Order of St. 
Dominic in the Holy 
Name Province. In-
deed, that very thought 
had occurred to me 
during Fr. Pedrez’ ad-
dress, which resonated 
with blessings – the 
Province’s anniversary; incoming missionary friars from 
Poland; his hopes for a full-time promoter for the laity. Our 
Prior Provincial’s passion for the work of the Third Order 
is manifest. It is a shared passion, one I encountered 
again and again in my exchanges with the LPC officers 
and representatives. It was that passion I wanted to con-
vey to the St. Dominic Chapter of San Diego. 

I left the LPC meeting energized but with an interior 
peace that I had been sorely missing, as well as a sense 
of being part of a larger family. As our chapter is still in 
formation, we sometimes wonder if there are things we 
are “supposed” to be doing. What is our mission? The 

It was delightful meeting fellow Dominicans that have the 
same devotion to St. Dominic as I do. What fun it was to 
get acquainted with them during our delicious meals in 
the dining room and to visit with them at the activity get-
togethers.  I will try to keep in contact with as many of you 
as possible and hope to see again at future council meet-
ing. I will plan to attend the next one even if only as an 
observer. 

 I would also like to invite all of you to visit our chapter in 
Tucson. You are all welcome and will be our very special 
guests.

Ms. Norma Isabel Lopez, OP writes from the St Martin de 
Porres Chapter, Tucson

Reminders of the Communion of Saints
Sophia A. Sproule

I was blessed to be able to accompany our LCP repre-
sentative, Clare Hamlet from the St. Martin de Porres 
Chapter in Tucson, Arizona to the Provincial Council 
Meeting at the St Albert Priory in Oakland, Ca. on June 8, 
2012.  It was a beautiful and inspirational experience of a 
life time.

 The St. Albert Priory is absolutely beautiful and certainly 
instilled a feeling of joy and peace in me. I really felt this 
peace as I strolled through the gardens and smelled the 
white roses and all the other flowers of every color possi-
ble. The lawns and trees were also very impressive. But 
the most beautiful of all was the St Albert Priory Chapel. 
What a blessing it was to attend Mass and the pray there 
with other Western Provincial Laity members and friars.     

LPC meeting was for 
me a reminder that our 
mission is the same as 
that of every Christian: 
to win souls for Christ 
by faithfully proclaiming 
His gospel. The LPC 
also beautifully illus-
trates the glory of the 
Church’s community, 
visible and invisible  –
our families, our parish 
communities, the orders 
of religious – all part of 
the Church Militant, 
which is itself but one-
third of the whole Com-
munion of Saints span-
ning both sides of eter-
nity. 

My thanks to the many fellow Preachers who welcomed 
me with such warmth and unbounded charity. At our 
chapter meeting I more or less openly (or perhaps self-
ishly!) campaigned for the position of eventual LPC repre-
sentative. It’s probably not likely to happen soon. That’s 
quite all right. Until then I wait patiently until the day 
comes when I shall again sing the Morning Office with the 
larger community of Friars Preachers and their lay breth-
ren.

Sophia A. Sproule, Prioress of the St. Dominic
 Chapter in Formation, writes from San Diego

Norma Lopez
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Holy Trinity, Phoenix

The chapter held elections during its May meeting.  The 
positions up for election were Secretary and Treasurer.  
Ms Roni Englett, OP had completed 1 term as Treas-
urer.  Mr Brian White, OP had completed 2 consecutive 
terms as Secretary.  Roni was re-elected for a 2nd term 
as Treasurer.  Mrs Janis Irvin, OP was elected the new 
Secretary.  Brian agreed to remain as the liaison for the 
newsletter.

Interviews have also been have been held with our 4 2nd-
Year Candidates, and we are all looking forward to their 
First Profession later this summer.

Mr Brian White, OP

St Andrew, Riverside

The chapter will be studying the Vatican II document, Lu-
men Gentium, this July.  Our Holy Father has asked that 
in the Year of Faith which will begin later this year, that 
the faithful make it a year of study.  How Dominican!  He 
particularly recommends the study of the Documents of 
Vatican II and the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  We 
wish all our Dominican brothers and sisters a restful, safe, 
and blessed summer!  

Fraternally in St. Dominic,
Mr William Rabalais, OP

From the Chapters

Bl Margaret of Castello, Boise

The Bl. Margaret of Castello Chapter mourns the loss of 
our beloved Prioress, Mrs Kathleen Schuck, OP, who 
passed away on June 9th after a long battle with cancer. 

Kathleen and Jim Schuck were among the first in the 
then Bl. Margaret of Castello pro-chapter to make their 
perpetual professions on the Vigil of the Assumption, 
2004.  Jim died less than a year later and was the second 
member to be buried in the chapter cemetery in Home-
dale.  Determined to make merely temporary their separa-
tion after decades of married life, Kathleen had her own 
name inscribed on his headstone, and prepared for the 
day -- seven years minus 20 days thence -- when she 
would rejoin him.

But this was not a gloomy or dour preparation, as the 
photo attests.  That was how Kathleen looked most of the 
time,  even after losing her hair and much of her strength 
to chemotherapy.  A master wood carver and maker of 
musical instruments, Kathleen kept herself busy with her 
artistic pursuits; carving; teaching; traveling; her activities 
at her local parish and with the Dominicans, all of which 
she kept up until just days before her death.  And praying, 
which she never stopped doing: she had rosaries all over 
her house, next to any chair she might settle in.

Kathleen fought a battle with breast cancer from which 
she emerged, scarred, but still robust.  Then, a few years 
ago, came the ominous pain in her shoulder: the cancer 
was back, this time in her bones.  Once again, she fought 
resolutely.  The Cross of Remembrance Memorial Garden 
for the unborn dead, slowly but surely taking shape in 
Homedale, became her life's work.  But although Kath-
leen enjoyed stretches of relative vigor, both the cancer 
and the side effects of its treatment gradually gained 
ground.  By Thanksgiving, her hair -- which had never had 
more than a touch of gray, even though she was past 70 -
- was gone.  Her last appearance at a chapter meeting 
was in April, when she announced that for the first time, 
the doctors had given her a timetable for survival: twelve 
weeks to twelve months.  To our sorrow, their low esti-
mate has turned out to be off by about five weeks.

But we suspect Kathleen welcomed this error in the doc-
tor's calculations.  Soon her mortal remains will be laid to 
rest alongside those of her beloved Jim, with whom, we 
trust, she has been reunited, together with her mother 
and father, her siblings, Bl. Margaret of Castello -- whose 
relic she had at her bedside when she died -- St. Dominic, 
Our Lady, and all the saints and angels, before the throne 
of the Trinity, Whose light she sought faithfully always to 
live in and reflect to others.  

Anita Moore
(Continued on next page)

De Profundis

Mrs Kathleen Schuck OP
Prioress, Bl Margaret of Castello, Boise

June 9, 2012
—

Mr Greg Markey OP
Holy Rosary, Portland

June 22, 2012
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From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

St Mary Magdalene, Tempe

The Annual Retreat focused on St. Augustine's Confes-
sions and was attended by 16 Chapter members.

In June, SMMC will have a Chapter Renewal meeting to 
prepare for fall 2012.  During the summer, we will cele-
brate the feasts of St. Mary Magdalene and St. Dominic.

Please pray for sick and recovering Chapter members, 
especially Karen Woods.

Mary Hutchinson

Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento

The Holy Spirit continues to grace our chapter and over-
whelms us continually with grace upon grace. On the eve-
ning of May 21st, three of the Dominican Sisters of Mary, 
Mother of the Eucharist, joined our chapter for a dinner 
party in the home of our chapter’s prioress, Mrs Phyllis 
Sale, OP. Sr Mary Judith, OP, Sr Maria Fatima, OP, 
and Sr Mary Samuel, OP, [as photographed from left] all 
from their community’s California Mission Advancement 
Office in nearby Loomis, California, joined us for an eve-
ning of prayer, Dominican fellowship, and a delicious Ital-
ian meal cooked by our generous hostess. Everyone had 
a wonderful evening, and our chapter thanks these busy 
sisters for taking time out of their hectic schedules to be 
with us. We’re so blessed to have many great Dominican 
Religious in the Sacramento area. 

On June 2nd, Mrs Eleanor Diaz, OP, and Mrs Cynthia 
Nedich, OP, each made their Professions for Life to Fr 
Brendan McAnerney, OP, Religious Assistant to our 
chapter, and to Mrs Phyllis Sale, OP, Prioress. Fr. Bren-
dan offered a beautiful Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for this 
occasion at St. George Melkite-Greek Catholic Church in 

Sacramento, where he is also pastor. A lunch reception 
followed in the Parish Hall.  Congratulations to Eleanor 
and Cynthia. 

During our summer hiatus, our chapter will offer six op-
tional 75-minute workshops for newer members or for 
anyone requiring additional instruction in how to pray the 
Divine Office. In the spirit of summer fun, we plan to fol-
low each with a little wine and some enjoyable Dominican 
community time. 

Top, from left: Mr. Steve Gorran, OP, Mrs. Cynthia Ne-
dich, OP, Mrs. Eleanor Diaz, OP Bottom, from left: Mrs. 
Phyllis Sale, OP, Danalee Lavelle, Alex Nedich, Fr. Bren-
dan McAnerney, OP

Yet again, Fr. Brendan blessed our chapter with another 
year of prayer, wisdom, guidance, and great love. We 
wouldn’t be able to exist without you, Father, and we will 
never be able to thank you enough for the boundless gen-
erosity you show us month after month.

Our chapter held its final meeting of the 2011-2012 year 
on June 9th. We completed this year’s ongoing formation, 
a ten-month study of The Spirit of the Liturgy by Joseph 
Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict XVI). This was our final 
meeting at Holy Family Parish in Citrus Heights, CA. 
Thank you, Holy Family Parish, for your incredible gra-
ciousness over the past six years. We will always be 
grateful for having a place at your church during these 
years.

Beginning in September 2012, our chapter will relocate to 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Sacra-
mento. Thank you to Fr. Jeremy Leatherby, Pastor, for 
warmly welcoming us into his parish, so that we might be 
more centrally located and also adjacent to the Dominican 
Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist.  Five of these 

(Continued on next page)



Truth Be Told 23                                                Page 27                                                  Jul-Aug 2012

(Continued on next page)

L-R: Br. Michael James Rivera, OP, Richard de Lorimier, Charo 
Aguirre, Muriel Brennan, Fr. Bryan Kromholtz, OP, Claire 
Rogus, Christina Moore-Rivera, Gloria Serpa, Andrea Nafrada 
and Lorna Salgado-Achondoa

From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park

We celebrated our patronal feast day of Corpus Christi on 
June 10, 2012, together with the nuns at the monastery.  
The Mass celebrant and preacher was Fr. Bryan Krom-
holtz, OP, who beautifully chanted most of the Mass in-
cluding the Order of Mass, the Gospel and the Eucharistic 
Prayer. Immediately following the Mass was the tradi-
tional Eucharistic procession which took place inside the 
chapel led by Fr. Isaiah Molano, OP.  Fr. Bryan ended 
with the Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Having 
been nourished by God’s Word and by His Most Holy 
Body and Blood, we continued the festivities with our an-

nual tradition of a 
chapter luncheon 
at the Cheese-
cake Factory in 
Palo Alto. We 
had our usual fill, 
except for the 
c h e e s e c a k e ! 
Blessed with fine 
B a y  A r e a 
weather, we en-
j o y e d  e a c h 
other’s company 
on this special 
Sunday after-
noon.   

Charo Aguirre

wonderful sisters reside in the parish’s convent and run its 
school.  Our chapter looks forward to sharing Holy Mass 
with the sisters as we meet monthly at Presentation Par-
ish.

Miss Catherine M. Liberatore, OP

Holy Rosary, Portland

The Holy Rosary Chapter held elections for the council 
and offices on June 24th . The results are:

Prioress and LPC Rep Mary Halvorson
Sub prioress Sandy Miller 
Secretary John White
Treasurer Cecelia Hoesly
Formation Director Tony Galati
Council Member Roberta Powell

Cecelia Hoesly and Sandy Miller will serve as back up 
LPC Reps. Sandy will also continue to lead ongoing for-
mation.  Installation will be in October when their term of 
office begins.

Reception and Profession will be at a special Mass on 
August 8. Julie Underko will be received. Phil Paul will 
profess for 3 years and Barbara Pommier will profess for 
life.

For ongoing formation, we finished Jesus of Nazareth
volume 2 by Pope Benedict XVI in May. Sandy Miller has 
outlined plans for ongoing formation beginning in the fall  
focusing on "The Year of Faith" as proclaimed by Pope 
Benedict, to include study of "The Liturgy of the Hours" 
and its history, The Rule and the Particular Directory of 
the Dominican Laity and some discussion of current 
events as it pertains to our vocation as Dominicans.

We also discussed how we might participate in the 
USCCB "Fortnight for Freedom" taking place right now by 
praying the Rosary and Divine Mercy chaplet and fasting 
as well as participating in various events that will be hap-
pening both locally and nationally in support of Religious 
Freedom.

Prayers are asked for Greg Markey, a long time active 
member and volunteer of Holy Rosary Parish who passed 
away during the week of June 18th. Please also pray for 
these ill members or family of members: Mary Gideon's 
husband, Antoine; Suzie King's mother; Maria Lezniak's 
grandfather, Helio; Barbara Pommier's son, Nicholas; 
Sandy Miller's niece, Amy; Roberta Powell's mother, Ruth 
Ann.

Ms Roberta Powell, OP
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(Continued on next page)

Sometimes [athiests] will say something like ‘If God 
should appear to me I’ll give him 110% of my attention.’ 
Others say, ‘Show me your God and I’ll believe.’ That 
seems plausible enough. However, we might challenge 
them, ‘First show me your self.’

Fr John Speekman (Link)

From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

San Martin De Porres, Tucson

The Chapter congratulates our Chapter Member Mr Mark 
Cesnik, OP who was ordained a deacon by Bishop Kica-
nas at St. Augustine Cathedral on June 16, 2012.  We 
also congratulate Mark’s wife Anna Cesnik and Mr. Frank 
Grieco, OP Candidate, who were certified as Lay Eccle-
sial Ministers by Bishop Kicanas in a ceremony also at St. 
Augustine Cathedral on June 3, 2012.  Mark and Anna 
are serving at Corpus Christi Parish in Tucson. All of us 
from the San Martin De Porres Chapter send our warmest 
greetings to all of our brother and sister Dominicans of the 
Western Province.

Dorothy August, Moderator

St. Dominic Chapter in Formation, San Diego

“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any incentive 
of love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and 
sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind.” Phil 2:1.  

Every second Tuesday of the month, members of the San 
Diego chapter of lay Dominicans meet with no agenda 
other than to be fed and reminded of the life to which they 
have committed themselves. The life that is rooted in the 
pillars of prayer, study, preaching, and community, these 
lay people chose not out of “selfishness or conceit” (Phil 
2:3), but out of love and participation with the Divine. 
From a secular perspective, it seems odd that such a di-
verse group of people would meet to pray together; how-
ever, from the men and women with families to the single 
persons discerning their vocation, each member of this 
chapter is united by minds and wills similarly geared to-
wards Christ. Because of this like-mindedness, we find 
joy in living a life of obedience. The simple progress evi-
dent in the chanting of Vespers and Compline is reflective 
of the growing spiritual maturity this group.

In August of this year, five members of the St. Dominic 
Chapter will decide whether to make profession for life as 
lay Dominicans: Anna Arellano, Mike Chadwick, Carrie 
Loza, Larry Loza, and Kathy Stone. Later this year, 
Doug Metz and Therese More will be accepted as candi-
dates for profession. By the grace of the Holy Spirit, our 
chapter continues to grow. 

As we continue in formation as a chapter, the spirit of St. 
Dominic, and the intercession of the Blessed Mother keep 
this group of lay Catholics focused on the salvation of 
souls. We consider ourselves truly blessed to have Fr 
Vincent Serpa, OP, as our connection to the Order of 
Preachers.

Mr. Frederick Valdez, O.P. 

St Albert, Oakland

This coming year we are planning a study of ethics using 
the book Acting on Principles: A Thomistic Perspective in 
Making Moral Decisions by Janko Zagar OP and edited 
by our own Religious Assistant, Fr Augustine Thomp-
son OP.  We are hoping to also use films and movies to 
illustrate some of the points.  Fr Augustine introduced the 
book and its themes at our July meeting.  He suggested 
the best way to study the book (which happens to also be 
the method he suggests to his students), is to:  first skim 
the chapter; second to take notes on the chapter, rewrit-
ing the major points in our own words; third to put the 
book away for a couple of days and then read slowly the 
chapter.  He also pointed out that most books on moral 
decision making tend to be "rule" books - this is what you 
do and this is what you're supposed to do.  However, 
what makes Zagar's book different is that Zagar also at-
tends to the next step in moral decisions - what kind of 
person do you want to be.  Most authors of books on this 
topic will not or do not address the virtues.  Fr Augustine 
stressed the importance of practicing the Cardinal virtues 
which enable us to become the person God wants us to 
be - a fully human person, while practicing the Theologi-
cal virtues enable us to enjoy the life God has gifted us.  
Enveloping all this is discussed in the very first para-
graphs - our End, which is to be happy with God in 
heaven.  We are all looking forward to studying Acting on 
Principles.  

Gloria Escalona was elected to the office of Moderator 
for a second term.  Lynne Angeles was elected to the 
office of Secretary for one year to complete the term 
made vacant by the loss of Ellen Logue.  Ed Joseph 
was elected to the office of Councilor.  This represents 
the first time Ed has been able to serve on the Council 
after almost 39 years as an active member of the chapter.  

Our chapter misses and morns the loss of our part-time 
member Norman Laurendeau, who actually lived in the 
Eastern Province. Norman visited us each year due to 
classes he was taking or giving at the GTU in Berkeley.  
Chapter members Judy Wang and Steffen Richards
each lost a parent this quarter.  Our Chaplain Fr 
Augustine states his good friend also a Lay Dominican, 
Patricia Zdislava, was received into God's hands this 
past May.  

Gloria Escalona
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St Monica, Benicia

If you are visiting the San Francisco Bay Area, it is worth 
a drive to Benicia to see St. Dominic’s Cemetery, the 
cemetery of the Western Dominican Province.  It is lo-
cated on a hill, with ancient pepper trees and beautiful 
lawns, and surrounded by Italian cypress.  It provides a 
beautiful quiet place to walk and pray morning or evening 
prayer or the rosary.  Parishioners of St. Dominic’s in Be-
nicia and elsewhere are laid to rest there.  However, of 
special note, it is the resting place of the friars of the 
Western Dominican Province, the Dominican Sisters of 
San Rafael and many Lay Dominicans, each of which 
have their special areas.  On the First Saturday of each 
month, Fr. LaSalle Hallissey, O.P., Director of the Ceme-
tery, offers Mass there.  After Mass, three graves are vis-
ited, one of a friar, one of a sister and one of a lay person, 
and short stories are told.  It is a monthly event that the 
parishioners of St. Dominic’s look forward to. 

Because of its geographical location, the St. Monica 
Chapter of the Laity has the opportunity and privilege of 
serving the friars of our province in a special way.  When 
a friar is buried in the cemetery, it is only a short drive 
down the hill to the parish hall at St. Dominic’s where the 
friars, and the family and friends of the deceased, are in-
vited to a luncheon provided by St. Monica’s Chapter.  In 
late June, during the Provincial Assembly, the friars came 
to Benicia to celebrate mass in the cemetery and share 
stories about some of the beloved deceased friars.  After-
ward, St. Monica’s Chapter members provided dinner for 
about 125 friars in our parish hall.  We are not responsible 
for financing these events.  The province has a budget for 
the luncheons following the burials, and St. Dominic’s 
Parish wanted to finance the dinner.  However, St. 
Monica’s Chapter members do the work.  We shop for 
and prepare the food.  We set up the hall, do the decorat-
ing, do the dishes and take down the hall set up.  It is a 
real joy and privilege for us to see our friars and to pro-
vide a welcoming atmosphere for them to gather during 
these important times in the life of the community.  

John Lydon

From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)
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Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com

3337 S. Minuteman Pl.
Boise, ID 83706

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    -St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8


