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Letter to Families
Holy Father Francis

“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena

With this letter, I wish, as it were, to come into 
your homes to speak about an event which will 
take place at the Vatican this coming October. 
It is the Extraordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops, which is being convened to 
discuss the theme of “pastoral challenges to 
the family in the context of evangelization”. In-
deed, in our day the Church is called to pro-
claim the Gospel by confronting the new and 
urgent pastoral needs facing the family.

This important meeting will involve all the Peo-
ple of God – bishops, priests, consecrated men 
and women, and lay faithful of the particular 
Churches of the entire world – all of whom are 
actively participating in preparations for the 
meeting through practical suggestions and the 
crucial support of prayer. Such support on your 
part, dear families, is especially significant and 
more necessary than ever. This Synodal As-
sembly is dedicated in a special way to you, to 
your vocation and mission in the Church and in 
society; to the challenges of marriage, of family 
life, of the education of children; and the role of 
the family in the life of the Church. I ask you, 
therefore, to pray intensely to the Holy Spirit, 
so that the Spirit may illumine the Synodal Fa-
thers and guide them in their important task. As 
you know, this Extraordinary Synodal Assem-
bly will be followed a year later by the Ordinary 
Assembly, which will also have the family as its 
theme. In that context, there will also be the 
World Meeting of Families due to take place in 
Philadelphia in September 2015. May we all, 
then, pray together so that through these 
events the Church will undertake a true journey 
of discernment and adopt the necessary pas-
toral means to help families face their present 

ISSUE 33 MAR-APR 2014

Jesus left men free to be irreligious, but the irreligious will not leave 
men free to be religious.

Fulton Sheen, Freedom Under God
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family, you share so many 
beautiful moments: meals, rest, 
housework, leisure, prayer, 
trips and pilgrimages, and 
times of mutual support… Nev-
ertheless, if there is no love 
then there is no joy, and au-
thentic love comes to us from 
Jesus. He offers us his word, 
which illuminates our path; he 
gives us the Bread of life which 
sustains us on our journey. 

Dear families, your prayer for 
the Synod of Bishops will be a 
precious treasure which en-
riches the Church. I thank you, 

and I ask you to pray also for me, so that I may serve the 
People of God in truth and in love. May the protection of 
the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph always accompany 
all of you and help you to walk united in love and in caring 
for one another. I willingly invoke on every family the 
blessing of the Lord.

Pope Francis, Letter to Families Link

challenges with the light and 
strength that comes from the 
Gospel. 

I am writing this letter to you on 
the Feast of the Presentation 
of the Lord in the Temple. The 
evangelist Luke tells us that 
the Blessed Mother and Saint 
Joseph, in keeping with the 
Law of Moses, took the Baby 
Jesus to the temple to offer 
him to the Lord, and that an 
elderly man and woman, 
Simeon and Anna, moved by 
the Holy Spirit, went to meet 
them and acknowledged Jesus 
as the Messiah (cf. Lk 2:22-38). Simeon took him in his 
arms and thanked God that he had finally “seen” salva-
tion. Anna, despite her advanced age, found new vigour 
and began to speak to everyone about the Baby. It is a 
beautiful image: two young parents and two elderly peo-
ple, brought together by Jesus. He is the one who brings 
together and unites generations! He is the inexhaustible 
font of that love which overcomes every occasion of self-
absorption, solitude, and sadness. In your journey as a 

(Continued on next page)

Praised be Jesus

In a recent letter from the Master of the Order, Father Ca-
dore highlights the Jubilee Novena intention for 2014; 
“The Dominican Laity and Preaching”. This year, then, 
becomes a fitting time to renew our promises and commit-
ment to our vocations.

The letter also includes this beautiful exhortation; “They 
(the Laity) are called by God that they may work for the 
sanctification of the world from within as a leaven”.  To 
sanctify the world, we must be sanctified ourselves. It is 
the beauty of a holy life that we preach. Pope Francis 
speaks to this in Evangelii Gaudium; “As for the moral 
component of catechesis, which promotes growth in fidel-
ity to the Gospel way of life, it is helpful to stress again 
and again the attractiveness of a life of wisdom, self-
fulfillment and enrichment. In light of that, our rejection of 
the evils which endanger that life can be better under-
stood”. Indeed, the life of a wise, fulfilled and enriched 
person is a powerful witness to the Gospel. It is an en-
counter with one who has found the pearl of great price 
and has rejected everything else to possess it.

Perfection in these attributes, however, is not a necessary 
requirement to preach the Gospel, but striving for it is. As 

St. Paul says; “It is not that I have already taken hold of it 
or have already attained perfect maturity, but I continue 
my pursuit in hope that I may possess it, since I have in-
deed been taken possession of by Christ Je-
sus” (Philippians 3:12-13).

As Lay Dominicans, we strive for that “perfect maturity” by 
living out our daily promises faithfully. Every member has 
promised to make their best effort to: Attend daily Mass, 
daily recitation of the Rosary, daily Scripture readings, 
daily prayers for deceased Dominicans, minimum of 
monthly confession, daily praying the Liturgy of the Hours 
(morning, evening, night prayer), abstaining from meat on 
all Fridays, offering other forms of penance for the suc-
cess of the preaching of the Order, as well as observance 
of additional fast and commemorative dates.

 Fulfilling these promises is our reason for being.

Attending daily Mass places us at the foot of the Cross 
and binds us to Jesus in a very special way. Praying the 
Liturgy of the Hours unites us as one with the Church. 
The Rosary showers us with Graces from the hands of 

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2014/02/25/pope_issues_letter_to_families/en1-776311
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Our Lady. These daily practices bring with 
them gifts of wisdom, fulfillment and the en-
richment we strive for.

I would also like to stress the importance of 
contemplative prayer. Dominicans are first and 
foremost contemplatives. It is the first part of 
our dual charism. St. Thomas Aquinas states 
that it is from the fruits of our contemplation 
that we preach. The Master of the Order 
speaks to this in his letter; “As Lay Domini-
cans, faithfully clinging to their vocation, they 
endeavor to be suffused with the spirit of St. 
Dominic: they will draw on assiduous contem-
plation of God, together with prayer and study, 
a firm faith; they will bear powerful witness, 
each according to his/her grace and condition, 
in order to enlighten the faithful and those who 
are deprived of the light of Christ”.

Union with God is our primary goal. 

It is from union with God -- and faithfulness to 
our promises -- that we preach.  To be effec-
tive, we must be united to Jesus and His 
Church. If we want to be a witness to those 
deprived of the light of Christ, we must first 
walk in that light.

Living a holy life is the best way to preach the 
Gospel.

In this year dedicated to the “Dominican Laity 
and Preaching”, let us strive for the sanctifica-
tion of our souls, so as to better reflect our 
Holy Father Dominic. The upcoming season of 
Lent provides us with a perfect occasion to 
renew our promises and reflect on opportuni-
ties for growth.

May God bless you with many Graces in this 
Holy Season.

In Jesus and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey, Vice President 

Peace is also threatened by every denial of human dignity, firstly the 
lack of access to adequate nutrition. We cannot be indifferent to 
those suffering from hunger, especially children, when we think of 
how much food is wasted every day in many parts of the world im-
mersed in what I have often termed “the throwaway culture”. Unfortu-
nately, what is thrown away is not only food and dispensable objects, 
but often human beings themselves, who are discarded as 
“unnecessary”. For example, it is frightful even to think there are chil-
dren, victims of abortion, who will never see the light of day; children 
being used as soldiers, abused and killed in armed conflicts; and 
children being bought and sold in that terrible form of modern slavery 
which is human trafficking, which is a crime against humanity.

Pope Francis, Address to the Diplomatic Corps, 
January 13, 2014

Praised be Jesus
(Continued from previous page)
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From the Editor

We are commemorating the unexpected change last year 
which brought us the retirement of Pope Benedict XVI 
and the gift of our Holy Father Francis.  It’s been a year!

I can not help but wonder if you, dear reader, are also 
getting tired of being asked things like "So, what do you 
think of Pope Francis' endorsing gay marriage?" and that 
sort of mischaracterization? The questions come as barbs 
from marginal catholics who do support such aberrations, 
from protestants who just enjoy taking a jab, and from 
serious seekers who are truly hurt and scandalized in 
their search for truth by such nonsense emanating from 
the press.

To the former, who are not sincerely seeking Truth, the 
reply can be simple; a "Where did you hear that?" or per-
haps even better, a "So what?" which might lead to a 
deeper consideration, even as unlikely as that is. The 
smug delivery of the barb is hard to overcome where 
Truth is not welcome.  It is for the latter ones that the re-
ply does indeed stretch to the new evangelization; articu-
lating Truth so that the Way leads to Life rather than 
death.

I won't point the finger entirely at the media. Although this 
is their specialty, they don't have to work nearly as hard to 
spin things as they did with Benedict XVI, who rarely gave 
them an opening (remember the hypothetical question 
about condoms when he went to Africa that was trum-
peted to the world as a change in fundamental moral 
teaching?). No, our dear Holy Father seems to have a 
way with words, to the continuous delight of the media!

So it is that the Holy Father is very interested in the New 
Evangelization; enough to write an Apostolic Exhortation, 
Evangelii gaudium.  It is here that I am in complete agree-
ment with him; that infused and enthused by the Love of 
God, our efforts to share that Love should overflow from 
God's abundance! That “the world loves a lover" is noth-
ing new, love draws to itself, because we are made for 
love.   Jesus said, "when I am lifted up from the earth, I 
will draw everyone to myself." God's enemies in their turn 
love their vice and thus draw the weak away from grace. 

In Evangelii gaudium we find:

35. Pastoral ministry in a missionary style is not ob-
sessed with the disjointed transmission of a multitude 
of doctrines to be insistently imposed. When we adopt 
a pastoral goal and a missionary style which would 
actually reach everyone without exception or exclu-
sion, the message has to concentrate on the essen-
tials, on what is most beautiful, most grand, most ap-
pealing and at the same time most necessary. The 
message is simplified, while losing none of its depth 
and truth, and thus becomes all the more forceful and 
convincing.

We have to balance this with Leo XIII's Testem benevo-
lentiae nostrae (better known as the condemnation of 
"Americanism”):

The underlying principle of these new opinions is that, 
in order to more easily attract those who differ from her, 
the Church should shape her teachings more in accord 

(Continued on next page)

Dear brothers and sisters in St. Dominic,

I have just a few topics this month.

Our next Lay Provincial Council meeting will be a bit de-
layed this year – August 8 – 10, 2014.  As usual, it will be 
held at St. Albert’s Priory in Oakland.  Originally, I’d tried 
to arrange for a weekend in June, but due to the Prior 
being the center of a number of events this summer, not 
to mention being very busy, we were forced to consider a 
later date.  I will be dispatching an announcement around 
two months in advance to each chapter’s Lay Provincial 
Council Representatives, and I would be very grateful if 
chapters could advise before then if there have been 
changes in representatives.

On another note, I just recently received a letter from the 
Master of the Order, Bruno Cadore, OP, dated December 
22, 2013.  It has to do with the Dominican Laity, among 
other things, and it’s posted here: 

Finally, I’d like to ask for your prayers for our regularly 
scheduled Dominican Lay Interprovincial Council meeting 
in April.  Attending with me will be John Keenan, our new 
DLIPC Rep, Fr. Vincent Serpa, OP, our Promoter, and 
Gary Sims, the DLIPC’s rep to the international council.  
We will provide an update following the meeting as well 
as at the LPC in August.

In St. Dominic
Tony Galati, President

From the President

http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1104052160272-136/Master_Year+of+Laity_for+2014.pdf
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Editor
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Pray for our brothers and sisters in the Ukraine

with the spirit of the age and relax some of her ancient 
severity and make some concessions to new opinions. 
Many think that these concessions should be made not 
only in regard to ways of living, but even in regard to 
doctrines which belong to the deposit of the faith. They 
contend that it would be opportune, in order to gain 
those who differ from us, to omit certain points of her 
teaching which are of lesser importance, and to tone 
down the meaning which the Church has always at-
tached to them. It does not need many words, beloved 
son, to prove the falsity of these ideas if the nature and 
origin of the doctrine which the Church proposes are 
recalled to mind. The Vatican Council says concerning 
this point: "For the doctrine of faith which God has re-
vealed has not been proposed, like a philosophical in-
vention to be perfected by human ingenuity, but has 
been delivered as a divine deposit to the Spouse of 
Christ to be faithfully kept and infallibly declared. Hence 
that meaning of the sacred dogmas is perpetually to be 
retained which our Holy Mother, the Church, has once 
declared, nor is that meaning ever to be departed from 
under the pretense or pretext of a deeper comprehen-
sion of them." —Constitutio de Fide Catholica, Chapter 
iv.

We cannot consider as altogether blameless the silence 
which purposely leads to the omission or neglect of 
some of the principles of Christian doctrine, for all the 
principles come from the same Author and Master, "the 
Only Begotten Son, Who is in the bosom of the Fa-
ther."—John i, 18. They are adapted to all times and all 
nations, as is clearly seen from the words of our Lord to 
His apostles: "Going, therefore, teach all nations; teach-
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-

manded you, and behold, I am with you all days, even 
to the end of the world."—Matt. xxviii, 19. Concerning 
this point the Vatican Council says: "All those things are 
to be believed with divine and catholic faith which are 
contained in the Word of God, written or handed down, 
and which the Church, either by a solemn judgment or 
by her ordinary and universal magisterium, proposes for 
belief as having been divinely revealed."—Const. de 
fide, Chapter iii.

Let it be far from anyone's mind to suppress for any 
reason any doctrine that has been handed down. Such 
a policy would tend rather to separate Catholics from 
the Church than to bring in those who differ. There is 
nothing closer to our heart than to have those who are 
separated from the fold of Christ return to it, but in no 
other way than the way pointed out by Christ.

So if we return to the work of Pope Francis in Evangelii 
gaudium:

39. Just as the organic unity existing among the virtues 
means that no one of them can be excluded from the 
Christian ideal, so no truth may be denied. The integrity 
of the Gospel message must not be deformed.

So in summary, I would say that The Way must include 
The Truth if it is to lead to The Life.  Pope Francis is 
pleading with his heart for us to unite our hearts, in love, 
with his in the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, and there attain to that Catholic unity from 
which flows the desire to live the virtuous life that leads to 
heaven; not under constraint, but out of divine filial love.

Mark Gross, Editor
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Dear brother Cardinals, the Lord Jesus and mother 
Church ask us to witness with greater zeal and ardor to 
these ways of being holy. It is exactly in this greater self-
gift, freely offered, that the holiness of a Cardinal consists. 
We love, therefore, those who are hostile to us; we bless 
those who speak ill of us; we greet with a smile those who 
may not deserve it. We do not aim to assert ourselves; we 
oppose arrogance with meekness; we forget the humilia-
tions that we have endured. May we always allow our-
selves to be guided by the Spirit of Christ, who sacrificed 
himself on the Cross so that we could be “channels” 
through which his charity might flow. This is the attitude of 
a Cardinal, this must be how he acts. A Cardinal – I say 
this especially to you – enters the Church of Rome, my 
brothers, not a royal court. May all of us avoid, and help 
others to avoid, habits and ways of acting typical of a 
court: intrigue, gossip, cliques, favoritism and partiality. 
May our language be that of the Gospel: “yes when we 
mean yes; no when we mean no”; may our attitudes be 
those of the Beatitudes, and our way be that of holiness. 
Let pray once more: “Merciful Father, by your help, may 
we be ever attentive to the voice of the Spirit”

Franciscus, Homily - mass with new Cardinals
February 23, 2014

My brother Cardinals, Jesus did not come to teach us 
good manners, how to behave well at the table! To do 
that, he would not have had to come down from heaven 
and die on the Cross. Christ came to save us, to show us 
the way, the only way out of the quicksand of sin, and this 
way of holiness is mercy, that mercy which he has shown, 
and daily continues to show, to us. To be a saint is not a 
luxury. It is necessary for the salvation of the world. This 
is what the Lord is asking of us.

More than Good Manners
Pope Francis

Absurdity of Loving Christ Without the Church
Pope Francis

"It's absurd to love Christ without the Church, to listen to 
Christ but not the Church" , because the "first fruit of Bap-
tism is to make you belong to the Church" and that 
"membership " has three pillars : humility , faithfulness 
and prayer for the Church.  This is what Pope Francis 
said today during his homily at Mass celebrated at Casa 
Santa Marta. 

The Pope, Vatican Radio reports, was speaking about 
King David, as presented by the readings of the day: a 
man who speaks with the Lord as a son speaks with his 
father and even if his requests meet with a "no", he ac-
cepts this with joy. David had "a strong feeling of belong-
ing to the people of God." And this makes us wonder 
about our sense of belonging to the Church, our feeling 
with the Church and in the Church.

"The Christian is not a baptized who receives baptism and 
then goes on his way. The first fruit of Baptism is to make 
you belong to the Church, the People of God. You cannot 

understand a Christian without the Church. This is why 
the great Paul VI said that it is an absurd dichotomy to 
love Christ without the Church, to listen to Christ but not 
the Church, to be with Christ at the margins of the 
Church. It's not possible. It is an absurd dichotomy. We 
receive the Gospel message in the Church and we carry 
out our holiness in the Church, our path in the Church. 
The other is a fantasy, or, as he said, an absurd dichot-
omy".

The "sensus ecclesiae" is "precisely to feel, think, want, 
within the Church". There are " three pillars of this belong-
ing, this feeling with the Church . The first is humility" in 
the awareness of the great grace of being "inserted in a 
community":

"A person who is not humble, can not hear the Church, 
they can only hear what they like. We see this humility in 
David, ' Who am I , O Lord God , and what is my home?'. 
That realization that the story of salvation did not begin 
with me and will not end with me when I die. No, it's a 
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Absurdity
(Continued from previous page)

gift a Gospel that is not ours, that is Jesus', and we must 
not - he would say - become masters of the Gospel, mas-
ters of the doctrine we have received, to use it as we 
please".
  
The third pillar is a special service "to pray for the 
Church." "How is our prayer for the Church? Do we pray 
for the Church? Every day at Mass, but at home? When 
do we say our prayers?".  "Do we pray for the entire 
Church, all over the world?". May the Lord - the Pope 
concluded - help us to go down this path to deepen our 
belonging to the Church and our feeling with the Church".

AsiaNews Link

whole history of salvation : I come, the Lord will take you, 
will help go onwards and then calls you and the story con-
tinues. The history of the Church began before us and will 
continue after us. Humility: we are a small part of a great 
people, that walks the path of the Lord".

The second pillar is fidelity, "that is linked to obedience". 
"Fidelity to the Church, fidelity to its teaching; fidelity to 
the Creed; fidelity to the doctrine, safeguarding this doc-
trine. Humility and fidelity. Even Paul VI reminded us that 
we receive the message of the Gospel as a gift and we 
need to transmit it as a gift, but not as a something of 
ours: it is a gift that we received. And be faithful in this 
transmission . Because we have received and we have to 

His Will Be Done
Archbishop Charles Chaput

Today is the forty-first anniversary of Roe v. Wade, which 
effectively legalized abortion on demand. It's a time to 
look back and look ahead. The abortion struggle of the 
past four decades teaches a very useful lesson. Evil talks 
a lot about "tolerance" when it's weak. When evil is 
strong, real tolerance gets pushed out the door. And the 
reason is simple. Evil cannot bear the counter-witness of 
truth. It will not coexist peacefully with goodness, because 
evil insists on being seen as right, and worshiped as be-
ing right. Therefore, the good must be made to seem 
hateful and wrong.

The very existence of people who refuse to accept evil 
and who seek to act virtuously burns the conscience of 
those who don't. And so, quite logically, people who 
march and lobby and speak out to defend the unborn 
child will be-and are-reviled by leaders and media and 
abortion activists that turn the right to kill an unborn child 
into a shrine to personal choice.

Seventy years ago, abortion was a crime against human-
ity. Four decades ago, abortion supporters talked about 
the "tragedy" of abortion and the need to make it safe and 
rare. Not anymore. Now abortion is not just a right, but a 
right that claims positive dignity, the license to demonize 
its opponents and the precedence to interfere with consti-
tutional guarantees of freedom of speech, assembly, and 
religion. We no longer tolerate abortion. We venerate it as 
a totem.

People sometimes ask me if we can be optimistic, as be-
lievers, about the future of our country. My answer is al-
ways the same. Optimism and pessimism are equally 
dangerous for Christians because both God and the devil 
are full of surprises. But the virtue of hope is another mat-
ter. The Church tells us we must live in hope, and hope is 
a very different creature from optimism. The great French 
Catholic writer Georges Bernanos defined hope as 
"despair overcome." Hope is the conviction that the sover-
eignty, the beauty, and the glory of God remain despite all 
of our weaknesses and all of our failures. Hope is the 
grace to trust that God is who he claims to be, and that in 
serving him, we do something fertile and precious for the 
renewal of the world.

http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Pope-says-its-"absurd-to-love-Christ-without-the-Church,-to-listen-to-Christ-but-not-the-Church,-to-be-with-Christ-at-the-margins-of-the-Church-30177.html
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in today. All of us are here because we love our country 
and want it to embody in law and in practice the highest 
ideals of its founding. But nations are born and thrive, and 
then decline and die. And so will ours. Even a good Cae-
sar is still only Caesar. Only Jesus Christ is Lord, and 
only God endures. Our job is to work as hard as we can, 
as joyfully as we can, for as long as we can to encourage 
a reverence for human life in our country and to protect 
the sanctity of the human person, beginning with the un-
born child.

We also have one other duty: to live in hope; to trust that 
God sees the weakness of the vain and powerful, and the 
strength of the pure and weak. The reading from Samuel 
today reminds us that David cut down the warrior Goliath 
with a sling and a smooth, simple stone from the wadi. 
And what I see here before me today are not "five smooth 
stones from the wadi" but hundreds and hundreds of 
them. Our job is to slay the sin of abortion and to win back 
the women and men who are captive to the culture of vio-
lence it creates. In the long run, right makes might, not 
the other way around. In the long run, life is stronger than 
death, and your courage, your endurance, your compas-
sion even for those who revile you, serves the God of life.

The Gospel today tells us that Jesus has power over ill-
ness and deformity. But even more radically, it reminds us 
that Jesus is the Lord of the sabbath itself-the one day set 
aside every week to honor the Author of all creation. The 
sabbath is for man, as Jesus says elsewhere in the Gos-
pel, not man for the sabbath. In like manner, the state and 
its courts and its laws were made for man, not man for the 
state. The human person is the subject of life and the 
subject of history; immortal and infinitely precious in the 
eyes of God; not an accident of chemistry, not a bit 
player, and not a soulless object to be affirmed or dis-
posed of at the whim of the powerful or selfish.

If Jesus is the lord of the sabbath, he is also the lord of 
history. And sooner or later, despite the weaknesses of 
his friends and the strengths of his enemies, his will will 
be done-whether the Pharisees and Herodians of our day 
approve of it or not.

homily delivered by Archbishop Charles Chaput 
at the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception 

in Washington, D.C.
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., 

Is archbishop of Philadelphia.

Our lives matter to the degree that we give them away to 
serve God and to help other people. Our lives matter not 
because of who we are. They matter because of who God 
is. His mercy, his justice, his love-these are the things that 
move the galaxies and reach into the womb to touch the 
unborn child with the grandeur of being human. And we 
become more human ourselves by seeing the humanity in 
the poor, the weak, and the unborn child and then fighting 
for it.

Over the past forty-one years, the prolife movement has 
been written off as dying too many times to count. Yet 
here we are, again and again, disappointing our critics 
and refusing to die. And why is that? It's because the 
Word of God and the works of God do not pass away. No 
court decision, no law, and no political lobby can ever 
change the truth about when human life begins and the 
sanctity that God attaches to each and every human life.

The truth about the dignity of the human person is burned 
into our hearts by the fire of God's love. And we can only 
deal with the heat of that love in two ways. We can turn 
our hearts to stone. Or we can make our hearts and our 
witness a source of light for the world. Those of you here 
today have already made your choice. It's a wonderful 
irony that despite the cold and snow of January, there's 
no such thing as winter in this great church. This is God's 
house. In this place, there's only the warmth of God's 
presence and God's people. In this place, there's no room 
for fear or confusion or despair, because God never 
abandons his people, and God's love always wins.

We are each of us created and chosen by God for a pur-
pose, just as David was chosen; which is why the words 
of the Psalmist speak to every one of us here today:

Oh God, I will sing a new song to you;

With a ten-stringed lyre I will chant your praise,

You who give victory to kings,

And deliver David, your servant from the sword.

The Psalmist wrote those words not in some magic time 
of peace and bliss, but in the midst of the Jewish people's 
struggle to survive and stay faithful to God's covenant 
surrounded by enemies and divided internally among 
themselves. That's the kind of moment we find ourselves 

His Will Be Done
(Continued from previous page)

The obedient are not held captive by Holy Mother 
Church; it is the disobedient who are held captive by the 
world! 

- Diane M. Korzeniewski
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Introduction

As has happened every year now for a very long time at 
these events, the gathering of all of you here today bears 
witness to the youthfulness of the pro-life movement. Yes, 
the pro-life movement is young, vibrant and growing in 
strength. Thank you, young people, for your witness and 
your presence here today!

The First Generation

I would invite you, though, to look around and notice 
those who are your elders here in this church. Yes, those 
who are older than you - shall I say, those who are more 
well-seasoned in life? They are the first generation of pro-
lifers. It is no understatement to say to you, our beloved 
young people, that you are here today because of them.

Not all of them share the same story as to how they have 
arrived at this point in their lives; their lives have taken 
different paths, but converge here on the truth of the 
sanctity of human life. Some have gotten here by way of 
conversion. We celebrate today the story of a famous 
conversion, indeed, the most famous conversion in the 
history of the Church: that of St. Paul. St. Paul, of course, 
is the ideal example of the literal meaning of the word 
"conversion." He turned around, did a 180, and so used 
his extraordinary gifts of learning, rhetoric, and physical 
and spiritual stamina to proclaim the Gospel and build up 
the Church rather than tear it down. Like him, those of 
you who have come to the pro-life movement by way of 
conversion provide an indispensable service to Christ that 
no one else can. You champion the cause of human life 

simply by sharing your stories of how you have been 
harmed by the culture of death, even participating in it 
yourself while you still had the scales over your eyes dup-
ing you into believing that you were doing good.

Others of you in the more seasoned generation of pro-
lifers have remained steadfast in staying the course from 
the beginning. My young people, I want you to reflect on 
what it was like for these elders of yours in those early 
years of the pro-life movement, those years around the 
time of the infamous Roe decision.

Those of you who were around and involved then will re-
member what it was like. You were told that abortion was 
inevitable, that while, yes, there are some people who still 
don't like it, in a few years it will be calmly accepted by all 
Americans as just a part of life. You were told that you 
were interfering with a woman's right to privacy, that 
Church and state should stay out of the way. But you 
knew that that was just a deception technique, to deflect 
attention away from the rights of that baby growing in her 
womb. And you were smart enough not to be fooled. Most 
of all, you were told that you were anti-woman, that you 
were standing in the way of women's progress and full 
equality in society.

Forty years and fifty-eight million abortions later, the very 
painful truth has come to light: yes, abortion does hurt 
women. And yet, there are those who wish to silence any 
talk about the harm that abortion does to women; there 
are a few who would even go so far as to call it hate 
speech. The words "astonished" and "perplexed" do not 
begin to describe my reaction, and I'm sure that of many 
of you, to those who still believe, and purport, that abor-
tion helps women. What they keep overlooking is actually 
talking to the women who have been harmed by it, letting 
women who have gone through that experience tell their 
story without making any judgments in advance on them 
or on how they think these women should feel about it. All 
too often these women are shamed into silence, intimi-
dated - even if implicitly - not to share their true feelings 
for fear of rejection, of being shut down and marginalized, 
or just not trusting that there is anyone who would really 
understand and listen compassionately. Instead, they get 
the message that they are not supposed to have these 
feelings, because this is something that was supposed to 
be good for them.

Pro-Woman

Those of you well-seasoned in the pro-life movement 
have understood this, too. You especially did not buy that 
lie about abortion being good for women. The pro-life 
movement is about more than saving the life of the baby, 

Continued on next page)

Defending Human Life and Dignity, from Generation to Generation
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone 
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although that already is a very great thing and enough to 
justify all that we do on behalf of life. But the movement is 
also about the mother, and providing her the emotional, 
spiritual and material support she needs to make a happy 
and truly human choice - indeed, so that she can truly 
have a choice at all. When a woman in a crisis pregnancy 
feels she has no choice but really wants to choose life, 
where does she turn? When a woman has gone through 
the experience and cannot rid herself of those feelings of 
guilt and anguish, and desires the relief of healing, where 
does she turn? She does not turn to those who claim to 
be "pro-woman" and advocate for this so-called "choice," 
which so often is no choice at all. No, she turns to those 
who stand for life, for they are the ones who will welcome 
her with open arms, love her for who she is, and go to all 
lengths to give her the support she needs.

My dear young people, I want you to realize that back in 
those early years of the pro-life movement, these things 
that I have just said could not be spoken in polite com-
pany. To be known as pro-life, or even to defend the pro-
life position when the topic would come up in conversa-
tion, would often mean banishment from the ranks of 
those deemed socially acceptable.

Now, thankfully, that has changed. Yes, it is still harder in 
our society today to be pro-life than an abortion rights ad-
vocate. Still, though, it's not like it was before. It's okay 
now to be known as pro-life; most people who disagree 
with you will still respect you and treat you with dignity. 
This is thanks to the elders in the pro-life movement, who 
have been steady stalwarts standing for life all of these 
decades.

The Next Generation

Dear young people, I want you to reflect on this and take 
it to heart. The pro-life movement is about more than sav-
ing the life of the baby. It's about giving that baby all the 
care, love and nurturing he or she needs to grow up 
happy and healthy and to achieve his or her total potential 
in life. It's about the mother and a whole network of rela-
tionships around that baby that the baby needs in such a 
vulnerable stage of life. It's especially about connecting 
that baby to where he or she came from: the mother and 
the father. And that, my friends, is the whole point of mar-

riage: to connect husbands and wives to each other and 
to any children they bring into the world. There is no other 
institution that does that, that connects children to their 
mother and father. Marriage is primarily about the chil-
dren, not the adults, such that you cannot be consistently 
pro-life without being pro-marriage: the two go together. 
That's the big picture.

My young people: your elders in the pro-life movement 
have stayed the course during some very hostile and dark 
times, and now the pro-life movement is stronger than it 
ever has been. Now it is your turn. It is this wider picture 
of the pro-life movement that is now the critical issue of 
the moment and, yes, I won't hesitate to say it: it is under 
attack. Yes, marriage is under attack, but not just re-
cently; this has been going on in our society for a very 
long time now, actually, for at least as long as the abor-
tion-rights movement has been in existence. And it stands 
to reason, as both are manifestations of what Pope Fran-
cis so often refers to as the "throw away" culture. A baby 
in the womb is thrown away because at least one of the 
two people who brought that baby into the world has 
thrown the other away, has rejected the other as some-
one worthy of commitment, self-surrender, and uncondi-
tional love. This is what marriage is and is for: not a privi-
leged social status, not a government recognition of peo-
ple's love life, not a special relationship one stays in as 
long as one is deriving some immediate benefit from it, 
but a self-surrender of husband and wife to each other for 
the sake of the children they bring into the world - just like 
Christ and the Church, as St. Paul teaches us.

Now the same contempt, accusations and name-calling 
are being hurled at those who stand for the truth of mar-
riage as were hurled against those who stood for life a 
generation and two ago. But we cannot allow ourselves to 
be shamed into silence. The truth needs a voice, and you, 
my dear young people, are that voice for the next genera-
tion. And your voice must be heard so that - just as you 
now understand the harm that abortion does to women 
despite the lies perpetrated by the abortion industry - so 
future generations will understand that the natural truth of 
marriage benefits everyone and discriminates against no 
one; no one is harmed and everyone benefits when gov-
ernment enshrines in the law the right of everyone to 
have a mother and a father. But prepare yourselves: it will 
require heroic virtue, for there is a lot of reverse bullying 
going on these days. Yes, there is still a lot of the stan-
dard kind, too, and we must deplore that and work to 
eradicate it as well. But there is also plenty of reverse bul-
lying, punishing those who would dare to dissent from the 
secular orthodoxy on this issue. But, at the same time, 
take heart: heroic virtue is the recipe for holiness. When 
the Church investigates the cause of canonization of a 
servant of God, the first priority is to determine if the per-
son lived a life of heroic virtue. Heroic virtue is the way to 

Generation to Generation
(Continued from previous page)

The point is not that liberalism will lead someday to 
something truly nasty. It has already done so many times 
over; indeed, it is itself truly nasty. As Alasdair MacIntyre 
put it in After Virtue, our choice is between Aristotle and 
Nietzsche, between submitting ourselves to the natural 
order or instead to the will to power of self-appointed 
“revaluators of all values.”

Edward Fesser, Thoughts on the Prop 8 
Decision, 2010 (Link)

http://www.whatswrongwiththeworld.net/2010/08/some_thoughts_on_the_prop_8_de.html
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Nagasaki, 1949 (Rorate Caeli)

holiness, and holiness is nothing other than the true, 
deep, abiding happiness that God wants us to have with 
Him.

Rooted in Jesus Christ

I know this may seem like a lot, too daunting a task, 
maybe even impossible. But think back, not to your elders 
in the pro-life movement, but to our elders in the Christian 
faith, that first generation of believers: the apostles. Think 
about what they were up against going out into a hostile 
world to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and fulfill his 
commission to them to make disciples of all nations. We 
are all here today thanks to them. And look at the prom-
ises he makes to them at the end of St. Mark's Gospel 
which we just heard proclaimed at this Mass. They may 
seem fanciful, all this talk about handling serpents and 
drinking deadly things without being harmed. But what he 
is telling them is that, with him, all things are possible. 
With Jesus, there is no need to fear anyone or anything. 
And so it was: not in their lifetime, not after a few genera-
tions, but after many centuries they and their successors 
succeeded in evangelizing the whole known world of the 
time, even in the midst of persecution and oppression 
from the powerful forces of their time.

So, my dear young people, stay firmly rooted in Jesus 
Christ. Stay close to him, and close to his Church. Cling 
to him, for he loves you, he wants what is best for you. He 

died for you so that you might live with him forever; he will 
not let any harm come to you, no matter what you have to 
suffer for him.

Conclusion

We don't know what the next critical issue threatening 
human life and dignity will be for the generation that will 
come after you. One thing, though, we do know: they will 
look to you as the ones who bore the brunt of the battle in 
your generation, as you look to your elders now in the 
pro-life movement.

Don't let them down. Actually, you are already not letting 
them down, for more of them will be born than would have 
otherwise thanks to you. But eventually they will be your 
age, and will look to you for inspiration in defending hu-
man life and dignity. So know and love Jesus Christ: he 
will give you the strength, wisdom and virtue you need; be 
faithful to him, and you will grow in his grace and, yes, 
grow into holiness yourself, and show others the way 
there as well. Then you will attain all that he wants for 
you: life, peace and happiness with him now, and forever 
in heaven. Amen.

Homily of Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of 
San Francisco, given January 28, 2014, 

at the West Coast Walk for Life.  Zenit.org
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The following reflection is an abridgment of a meditation 
on confession from an anonymous Greek Orthodox au-
thor.
  
Throughout the world, confession is in decline. The 
"traditional" way of thinking of sin and forgiveness has 
collapsed.

One repents not because one is virtuous, but because 
human nature can change, because what is impossible 
for man is possible for God. 

Just as the strength of God is revealed in the extreme 
vulnerability of His Son on the Cross, so also the greatest 
strength of man is to embrace his weakness: "for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly there-
fore will I render glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me" (2 Corinthians 12.9).

 The Greek term for repentance, metanoia, denotes a 
change of mind, a reorientation, a fundamental transfor-
mation of outlook, of man's vision of the world and of 
himself, and a new way of loving others and God... 

It involves, that is, not mere regret of past evil but a rec-
ognition by man of a darkened vision of his own condition, 
in which sin, by separating him from God, has reduced 
him to a divided, autonomous existence, depriving him 
both of his natural glory and of his freedom...
  
It is clear that what is at stake here is not particular acts of 
contrition, but an attitude, a state of mind. 

"For this life," states John Chrysostom, "is in truth wholly 
devoted to repentance. This is why it is necessary to re
pent, not merely for one or two days, but throughout one's 
whole life."

Repentance is not a self-contained act: it is a "passing 
over," a Pascha from death to life, a continual renewal of 
that life. 

It consists of a reversal of what has become the normal 
pattern of development, which is the movement from life 
to death. 

To experience this reversal in repentance is to have 
tasted of the glory and beauty of God; it is the mark of 
man's presence before God in the abundance of His 
mercy and of God's presence before man in the abyss of 
his weakness: "Set Your compassion over against our 
iniquities, and the abyss of Your loving kindness against 
our transgression."
  
In repentance it is man's total limitation and insufficiency 
that is placed before God, not simply particular wrongdo-
ings or transgressions...

  
Repentance and tears

For the Fathers of the Church there is an intimate link be-
tween repentance and tears. 

There are other criteria, but grief is paramount, and its 
intensity is proportionate to the depth of repentance. 

"Truly you are blessed, Abba Arsenios, for you wept for 
yourself in this world! He who does not weep for himself 
here below will weep eternally hereafter; so it is impossi-
ble not to weep, either voluntarily or when compelled 
through suffering." 

Gregory the Theologian believed that everyone must 
weep. He even identified repentance with tears, what-
ever other ways of expressing it there may be: "All must 
shed tears, all must be purified, all must ascend." 

Symeon the Theologian is even more definite: "Remove 
tears and with them you remove purification; and without 
purification no one is saved."
  
The word penthos (mourning) has the same root as pa-
thos (passion): both stem etymologically from the verb "to 
suffer." 

A Christian speaks of worthy suffering, of subsuming suf-
fering in God, just as passion and mourning are sub-
sumed in God... Penthos consists in mourning for the loss 
of God's presence; it makes for sorrow at His absence 
and thirst for Him...
  

Repentance and Confession
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Confession
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Man is in a state of bereavement, and the Church Fa-
thers and liturgical hymnology speak of Adam sitting op-
posite paradise in mourning over his bereavement and 
estrangement from God. The Makarian Homilies say that 
man must "weep his way back" to paradise.
  
But tears -- a concomitant and a culmination of re
pentance -- are also a turning point in homecoming, a 
pledge of return, and a firstfruit of its joy. The longing for 
return from exile is also an anticipation of the glory to 
come. Tears demonstrate the frontier between the pre-
sent and the future.

 The tradition of the Christian East gives special promi
nence to the "gift of tears."... Tears are primarily "up to 
God," and only derivatively "up to us." 

There is a thirteenth-century French tale "Le chevalier au 
Barizel" according to which the knight was supposed to fill 
up a barrel with water; he travels all over the world to do 
this, but the water always passes through the barrel. See-
ing that his efforts achieve nothing, he weeps, and one 
teardrop is sufficient to fill the barrel...
  
"God walks in front of us"
  
Through the forgiveness of sins in confession, the past is 
no longer an intolerable burden but rather an encourage
ment for what lies ahead. 

Life acquires an attitude of expectation, not of despon-
dency; and confession becomes the way out of the im-
passe caused by sin. 

In this respect, repentance is also an eschatological act, 
realizing in our very midst, here and now, the promises of 
the age to come. 

Looking backwards would seem to imply the fate of Lot's 
wife (Genesis 19.26); "No one who puts his hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God" (Luke 
9.62). 

God Himself is revealed before us and walks in front of 
us. "One thing I do, forgetting what lies behind and strain-
ing forward to what lies ahead" (Philippians 3.13).

As printed in The Moynihan Report, 
Robert Moynihan, (Link)

http://www.goarch.org/ourfaith/ourfaith8493
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February 11, 2013, is a date which has entered history. It 
was on that day that Benedict XVI communicated to an 
assembly of astonished cardinals his decision to re-
nounce the pontificate. The announcement was received 
“like lightning in a serene sky,” according to the words 
addressed to the Pope by the cardinal deacon Angelo 
Sodano, and the image of lightning which, that very day, 
had struck the Basilica of St. Peter, spread throughout the 
world.

The abdication occurred on February 28, but before this 
Benedict XVI announced that he wanted to remain in the 
Vatican as Pope emeritus, something that had never hap-
pened before and which was more surprising than the 
renouncement of the pontificate. In the intervening month, 
between the announcement of the abdication and the 
opening of the conclave on March 12, the election of the 
new Pontiff was prepared for, even if it appeared to the 
world to be something unexpected. More surprising than 
the identity of the one elected, Jorge Mario Bergolio from 
Argentina, was the new name chosen by him, Francis, 
almost as if to represent an unicum, and what struck the 
people most of all was his first speech in which, after a 
colloquial “good evening,” he introduced himself as 
“bishop of Rome,” a title which is due to the Pope, but 
only after that of Vicar of Christ and successor of Peter, 
which constitute its presupposition.

The photographs of the two Popes who prayed together 
on March 23 at Castelgandolfo, offering the image of a 
new papal “diarchy,” increased the confusion of those 
days. But that was only the beginning. There was the in-
terview on the return flight from Rio de Janeiro, July 28, 
2013, with the words “who am I to judge!” destined to be 
used to justify every transgression. There followed the 
interviews of Pope Francis by the director of “Civiltà Cat-
tolica” in September and the one by the founder of daily 
“La Repubblica” in October, which had a greater mass 
media impact than his first encyclical Lumen fidei. It is 
said that they were not magisterial acts, but all that has 
happened in the Church from that time derives, above all, 
from those interviews which had a magisterial character, 
in actuality if not in principle.

The encounter between Cardinal [-elect Gerhard] Ludwig 
Müller, prefect of the Congregation for the Faith, and the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Tegucigalpa, Oscar Rodriguez 
Maradiaga, coordinator of the counsellors for the reforms 
of Pope Francis, has brought the confusion to its head. 
The traditional doctrine, according to Maradiaga, is not 
sufficient to offer “replies for the world of today.” It will be 
maintained, but there are “pastoral challenges” adapted to 
certain times which one cannot respond to “by authoritari-
anism and moralism” because this “is not the new evan-
gelization.”

The declarations of Cardinal Maradiaga were followed by 
the results of the survey on the pastoral challenges of the 
family promoted by the Pope for the Synod of Bishops of 
October 9-15. SIR (Service of religious information [the 
news agency of the Italian Episcopal Conference]) has 
released a summary of the first replies which have arrived 
from Central Europe. For the Belgian, Swiss, Luxembour-
ger and German bishops, the Catholic faith is too rigid 
and does not correspond to the needs of the faithful. The 
Church should accept pre-marital cohabitation, recognize 
homosexual marriage, accept birth control and contracep-
tion, bless the second marriages of divorcees and permit 
them to receive the sacraments. If this is the road which 
one wishes to take, it is the moment to say that we are 
speaking of a road that leads to schism and heresy, be-
cause it would deny the divine and natural faith, which in 
its commandments not only affirms the indissolubility of 
matrimony, but also prohibits sexual acts outside of it, and 
even more so if they are against nature. The Church wel-
comes all those who repent of their sins and who propose 
to break with the moral disorder in which they find them-
selves, but can in no way justify the status of the sinner. It 
would be useless to affirm that the change would regard 
only the pastoral praxis and not the doctrine. If correspon-
dence is lacking between the doctrine and the praxis, this 
means to say that it is the praxis which makes the doc-
trine as has already been happening, unfortunately, since 
the II Vatican Council until now.

Must the Church give replies which are new and “in step 
with the times”? Very differently did the great reformers in 
the history of the Church behave, such as St. Peter 
Damian and St. Gregory the Great who, in the 11th cen-
tury, would have had to justify the simony and nicolaism 
of the priests, in order not to render the Church alien to 
the reality of their time, and instead they denounced these 
wounds with words of fire, starting the reform of customs 
and the restoration of sound doctrine.

It is the spirit, intransigent and without compromise, of the 
Saints which today is dramatically absent. An acies ordi-
nata is necessary, an army ready for battle which taking 
up the weapons of the Gospel, will announce words of life 
to the modern world that dies, instead of embracing its 
dead body. Between the Council of Trent and the French 
Revolution, the Jesuits offered this nucleus of combatants 
for the Church. Today all the religious orders suffer deca-
dence, and if, amongst these, one appears rich in prom-
ise, it is inexplicably suppressed. The case of the Francis-
cans of the Immaculate, which exploded in July, has 
brought to light an evident contradiction between the con-
tinuous reminders of Pope Francis for mercy, and the 
stick assigned to the commissioner, Fidenzio Volpi, to 
annihilate one of the few religious institutes still blossom-
ing today.

Motus in fine velocior
Professor Roberto de Mattei 
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The paradox does not end there. Never before as in the 
first year of the pontificate of Pope Francis, has the 
Church so renounced one of its divine attributes, that of 
justice, to present itself to the world as being merciful and 
benedictory, but never before as in this year has the 
Church been the object of such violent attacks from the 
world towards which it extends its hand.

Homosexual marriage, being claimed by all the great in-
ternational organizations and by almost all of the western 
governments, contradicts head-on, not only the faith of 
the Church, but the very natural and divine law which is 
written in the heart of every man. What are the great 
mass mobilizations which occurred above all in France 
with the Manif pour tous, but the reaction of the con-
science of a people to a legislation which is both unjust 
and against nature? But the immoralist lobbies are not 
satisfied with this. What matters to them is not the affirma-
tion of the presumed homosexual rights, as much as the 
negation of the rights of humans and of Christians. Chris-
tianos esse non licet: the blasphemous cry which was 
made by Nero and Voltaire, re-echoes in the world today, 
whilst Jorge Mario Bergoglio is chosen by the worldly 
magazines as man of the year.

The events succeed one another more quickly. The latin 
motus in fine velocior is commonly used to indicate the 
faster passing of the time at the end of an historical pe-
riod. The multiplication of events, in fact, shortens the 
course of time, which in itself does not exist outside of the 
things that flow. Time, says Aristotle, is the measure of 
movement (Physics, IV, 219 b). More precisely we define 
it as the duration of changeable things. God is eternal 
precisely because He is immutable: every moment has its 
cause in Him, but nothing in Him changes. The more one 
distances himself from God the more chaos, produced by 
the change, increases.

February 11 marked the start of an acceleration of time, 
which is the consequence of a movement which is be-
coming vertiginous. We are living through an historical 
hour which is not necessarily the end of times, but cer-
tainly the end of a civilization and the termination of an 
epoch in the life of the Church. If at the end of this epoch, 
the clergy and lay Catholics do not take their responsibil-
ity very seriously, there will inevitably be realized that fate 
which the visionary of Fatima saw unveiled before her 
own eyes:

“And we saw in an immense light that is God: 
‘something similar to how people appear in a mirror 
when they pass in front of it’ a Bishop dressed in White 
‘we had the impression that it was the Holy Father.’ 
Other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious were 
going up a steep mountain, at the top of which there 
was a big Cross of rough-hewn trunks as of a cork-tree 
with the bark; before reaching there the Holy Father 
passed through a big city half in ruins and half trembling 
with halting step, afflicted with pain and sorrow, he 
prayed for the souls of the corpses he met on his way; 
having reached the top of the mountain, on his knees at 
the foot of the big Cross he was killed by a group of sol-
diers who fired bullets and arrows at him, and in the 
same way there died one after another the other Bish-
ops, Priests, men and women Religious, and various lay 
people of different ranks and positions. Beneath the two 
arms of the Cross there were two Angels each with a 
crystal aspersorium in his hand, in which they gathered 
up the blood of the Martyrs and with it sprinkled the 
souls that were making their way to God.”

The dramatic vision of May 13 should be more than suffi-
cient to urge us to meditate, pray and act. The city is al-
ready in ruins and the enemy soldiers are at the gates. He 
who loves the Church let him defend Her, to hasten the 
triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

The above article is from the blog 
Rorate-caeli (Link)

Motus
(Continued from previous page)

http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2014/02/dictatorship-of-tolerance-at-radio.html#more
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The 'Trickle-Down' Lie
Thomas Sowell 

It is not just in politics that the non-existent "trickle-down" 
theory is found. It has been attacked in the New York 
Times, in the Washington Post and by professors at pres-
tigious American universities -- and even as far away as 
India. Yet none of those who denounce a "trickle-down" 
theory can quote anybody who actually advocated it.

The book "Winner-Take-All Politics" refers to "the 'trickle-
down' scenario that advocates of helping the have-it-alls 
with tax cuts and other goodies constantly trot out." But 
no one who actually trotted out any such scenario was 
cited, much less quoted.

One of the things that provoke the left into bringing out 
the "trickle-down" bogeyman is any suggestion that there 
are limits to how high they can push tax rates on people 
with high incomes, without causing repercussions that 
hurt the economy as a whole.

But, contrary to Mayor de Blasio, this is not a view con-
fined to people on the "far right." Such liberal icons as 
Presidents John F. Kennedy and Woodrow Wilson like-
wise argued that tax rates can be so high that they have 
an adverse effect on the economy.

In his 1919 address to Congress, Woodrow Wilson 
warned that, at some point, "high rates of income and 
profits taxes discourage energy, remove the incentive to 
new enterprise, encourage extravagant expenditures, and 
produce industrial stagnation with consequent unemploy-
ment and other attendant evils."

In a 1962 address to Congress, John F. Kennedy said, "it 
is a paradoxical truth that tax rates are too high today and 
tax revenues are too low and the soundest way to raise 
the revenues in the long run is to cut the rates now."

This was not a new idea. John Maynard Keynes said, 
back in 1933, that "taxation may be so high as to defeat 
its object," that in the long run, a reduction of the tax rate 
"will run a better chance, than an increase, of balancing 
the budget." And Keynes was not on "the far right" either.

The time is long overdue for people to ask themselves 
why it is necessary for those on the left to make up a lie if 
what they believe in is true.

Economist Thomas Sowell, a senior fellow at the 
Hoover Institute in Stanford, California, 

writes at Townhall.com (Link)

New York's new mayor, Bill de 
Blasio, in his inaugural 
speech, denounced people 
"on the far right" who "continue 
to preach the virtue of trickle-
down economics." According 
to Mayor de Blasio, "They be-
lieve that the way to move for-
ward is to give more to the 
most fortunate, and that some-
how the benefits will work their 
way down to everyone else."

If there is ever a contest for the biggest lie in politics, this 
one should be a top contender.

While there have been all too many lies told in politics, 
most have some little tiny fraction of truth in them, to 
make them seem plausible. But the "trickle-down" lie is 
100 percent lie.

It should win the contest both because of its purity -- no 
contaminating speck of truth -- and because of how many 
people have repeated it over the years, without any evi-
dence being asked for or given.

Years ago, this column challenged anybody to quote any 
economist outside of an insane asylum who had ever ad-
vocated this "trickle-down" theory. Some readers said that 
somebody said that somebody else had advocated a 
"trickle-down" policy. But they could never name that 
somebody else and quote them.

Mayor de Blasio is by no means the first politician to de-
nounce this non-existent theory. Back in 2008, presiden-
tial candidate Barack Obama attacked what he called "an 
economic philosophy" which "says we should give more 
and more to those with the most and hope that prosperity 
trickles down to everyone else."

Let's do something completely unexpected: Let's stop and 
think. Why would anyone advocate that we "give" some-
thing to A in hopes that it would trickle down to B? Why in 
the world would any sane person not give it to B and cut 
out the middleman? But all this is moot, because there 
was no trickle-down theory about giving something to 
anybody in the first place.

The "trickle-down" theory cannot be found in even the 
most voluminous scholarly studies of economic theories --
including J.A. Schumpeter's monumental "History of Eco-
nomic Analysis," more than a thousand pages long and 
printed in very small type.

http://townhall.com/columnists/thomassowell/2014/01/07/the-trickledown-lie-n1772687
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Dominicans and Other Scholars to Discuss the 
Intersection of the Two Fields
Berkeley, California, U.S.A., January 2014

The Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus (Western 
U.S.A.) and its center of studies, the Dominican School of 
Philosophy and Theology, will host a colloquium to dis-
cuss the intersection of philosophy and theology, titled: 
"What has Athens to do with Jerusalem? Dialogue be-
tween Philosophy and Theology in the 21st Century." 
Scheduled for July 16-20, 2014, in Berkeley, California, 
the event will gather scholars from academia and from the 
Dominican Order throughout the world. Philosophers and 
theologians will explore the theological implications of 
current work in philosophy, as well as philosophical ques-
tions that arise in theology today. This is to be the first of 

Honor Catholic education and support the next generation of Dominican priests and Church leaders by joining us at the 
2014 Alemany Awards Celebration on Saturday May 10 at the St. Mary of the Assumption Cathedral in San Francisco. 
The evening will begin with Mass at 5:30 pm followed by a reception and dinner at 6:30 pm. To purchase tickets visit 
www.dspt.edu/alemany2014 or call 888-450-3778.

a triennial series on the intersection between philosophy 
and theology. 

Plenary session presenters include John Searle from the 
University of California at Berkeley and  Michael Dodds, 
OP, from the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theol-
ogy, as well as many others from around the world, in-
cluding Edward Feser (Pasadena City College, Pasa-
dena, California), Alfred Freddoso, University of Notre 
Dame), John O’Callaghan (University of Notre Dame), 
Michal Paluch, OP (Dominican House of Studies, Krakow, 
Poland), Robert Sokolowski (Catholic University of Amer-
ica), and Linda Zagzebski (University of Oklahoma). De-
tails, including a call for papers and registration informa-
tion, may be found at: 
www.dspt.edu/conversation2014

Philosophy & Theology Colloquium in Berkeley
Friday, January 31: DSPT Symposium

www.dspt.edu/alemany2014
www.dspt.edu/conversation2014
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Additional Resources

Pope Francis

 Encyclical Lumen Fidei (Link)
 The Holy See (Link)
 Vatican Radio (Link)
 Vatican Information Service (Link)
 L’Osservatore Romano (Link)
 Fides News Agency (Link)
 CDF on Communion for Divorced-Remarried (Link)

Western Province Preaching Blog (Link)

 The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

- Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—Bob Curtis

http://www.dominicus-shop.com

The St Albert the Great Chapter of the 
Dominican Laity Invite you to our

St Catherine of Siena 
Day of Reflection

In honor of the 2014 Year of Lay Dominican Preaching in 
the Jubilee Decade of the Order, we, the members of the 
St Albert the Great Chapter of the Dominican Laity, most 
cordially invite you, our sister chapters, and friends to 
come and celebrate with us a St Catherine of Siena Day 
of Reflection.  Since we are honoring Lay preaching, the 
discussion leaders are all lay members of our chapter.  

Topic:  St Catherine and the Challenge of Lay Preaching 
in the Modern World

When:  Saturday, April 26, 2014 between 8 am - 3:30 pm
Where: St Albert the Great Priory

On behalf of our chapter we are happy to invite you and 
hope you will be able to join us as we celebrate and re-
flect on our role as modern witnesses and preachers of 
the Word.   

Your sister in Christ and in St Dominic 
Gloria Escalona OPL, Moderator
St Albert the Great Chapter of the Dominican Laity
Cell: 415-812-4499

DSPT Aquinas Lecture
Hatred in the Light of Love: A Thomistic Analysis

Diana Fritz-Cates, PhD
Wednesday, March 12 at 7:30 pm

Hatred is widely regarded as a problem for human beings 
and their societies. But what is hatred? How is it best con-
ceived? Does hatred, in any of its forms, have a place in a 
good human life? This lecture will present a conceptual 
and ethical analysis of hatred that has its basis in the 
moral psychology of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

DSPT - Diana Cates Dr. Diana Fritz-Cates DSPT Aquinas 
Lecture  is Associate Professor of Religious Ethics at The 
University of Iowa and the author of Aquinas on the Emo-
tions: A Religious Ethical Inquiry. DSPT Aquinas Lecture 

Every year the Dominican School of Philosophy and The-
ology hosts The Aquinas Lecture. In keeping with the mis-
sion of DSPT - to engage contemporary scholarship with 
the wisdom of tradition, especially as exemplified by St. 
Thomas Aquinas - our faculty nominate a scholar to pre-
sent a paper in which the thought and method of Aquinas 
are applied to a contemporary issue. (Link)

Watch live

http://www.dominicus-shop.com
http://www.dspt.edu/aquinaslecture2014
http://new.livestream.com/dspt/aquinaslecture2014
hhttp://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/phome_en.htm
http://en.radiovaticana.va/index.asp
http://www.news.va/en/source/vatican-information-service
http://www.news.va/en/source/osservatore-romano
http://www.news.va/en/source/fides
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/prefect-of-congregation-for-the-doctrine-of-the-faith-on-communion-for-divorced-remarried
http://www.opwest.org/index.php/homilies
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
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Born at Winchester of a gentleman's family and brought 
up a Protestant, he became a Catholic and went to study 
at Rheims. On his return he was apprehended and 
charged with being reconciled to the Roman Church, and 
maintaining the Pope under Christ to be the Head of the 
Church. Brought to the bar he acknowledged the indict-
ment and received sentence of death as for high treason, 
though both life and liberty were offered him if he would 
but once go to the Protestant Church. When his father 
solicited him to save his life by complying, he modestly 
answered that, as he had always been obedient to him, 
so he would obey him now could he do so without offend-
ing God. After a long imprisonment he was hanged and 
quartered at Winchester, March 25, 1593. He suffered 
with wonderful constancy and cheerful ness, being but 
nineteen years old. His head was set upon a pole upon 
one of the gates of the city. His father one day passing by 
thought that the head bowing down made him a rever-
ence, and cried out: "Oh, Jemmy my son, ever obedient in 
life, even when dead thou payest reverence to thy father. 
How far from thy heart was all treason or other wicked-
ness."

Honor thy father in work and word, and all patience, that a 
blessing may come upon thee from him." Ecc. iii. 9, 10.

Filial Reverence
Ven. James Bird, Layman, 1593

Wacoal, a Thai lingerie company, is redefining beauty 
with its “Beauty Inside” campaign. The short 7-minute vid-
eos tell stories, based on actual events, of women whose 
quiet sacrifices — including for an unborn child — win the 
admiration of men who tell the stories. And, tears from 
viewers.

The message? Virtue is gorgeous. 

“Beauty Inside” is far better watched than told. Before 
anyone spoils the endings — Go, now, and enjoy as they 
unfold. Then send to everyone. 

They leave you wanting to be like these women. 

Don’t worry — no lingerie is shown. No product is touted. 
I had to search to find out who produced the campaign. 
When I discovered it was a lingerie company, the ads 
were even more powerful. 

“Jane and June” may be the most touching. “Ae” is practi-
cally ripped from recent news headlines. Each portrays 
women in ways that break stereotypes. And show the 
strength it takes to set aside reputation, career, even 
one’s life to help someone else.

These women reveal: you will find your life by losing it.

The tagline “All women were created to be beautiful” sub-
tly highlights that beauty — true beauty — is attainable. 

And inside beauty is attractive to everyone. The men who 
tell the stories are a friend, a boss, and a husband. 

But “Beauty Inside” elevates your soul. It inspires you to 
love others. To discover that joy comes when you put 
yourself second. 

“Your beauty should not come from outward adornment,” 
wrote a wise man. “Instead, it should be that of your inner 
self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is of great worth in God’s sight.”

Wendy Wright writes for the Catholic Family and Human 
Rights Institute. This article appeared at Turtle Bay and 

Beyond Blog Link

"My Beautiful Woman" Demonstrating that the 
True and the Beautiful are One

http://www.turtlebayandbeyond.org/2014/abortion/my-beautiful-woman-outclasses-raunchy-victoria-secrets/
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(Continued on next page)

The German-speaking area has been the quickest both in 
responding to the questionnaire released by the Vatican 
in view of the synod on the family and in making the re-
sponses public.

The Swiss bishops have gone even further, and have 
composed an even more detailed questionnaire which 
they entrusted to the socio-pastoral institute of San Gallo, 
which has collected about 25,000 responses, mostly 
through the internet and from citizens of the German-
speaking cantons.

They released the results on February 3. And the next 
day the bishops of Germany did the same.

In both cases, emphasizing the avalanche of “yes” re-
sponses on one of the crucial points: communion for the 
divorced and remarried and the recognition of their sec-
ond marriages by the Church.

Not only that. In presenting the results of the survey, the 
bishops of both countries have called for “a new  ap-
proach concerning Catholic sexual morality,” given that 
“the faithful though longer understand the arguments of 
the Church on these issues.”

The opinion that is gaining ground even among bishops 
and cardinals is that the classical family, indissoluble, with 
father and mother and children, is tending to disappear. 
Even among Catholics “there are the separated, the ex-
tended families,  many are raising children without a part-
ner, there is the phenomenon of surrogate motherhood, 
there are marriages without children, one must not forget 
the unions between persons of the same sex,” as was 
enumerated by Cardinal Rodríguez Maradiaga - the coor-
dinator of the eight cardinal “advisors” of Francis -  in his 
pyrotechnic interview with “Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger" of 
January 20,  giving voice to  many who think as he does 
in the matter and associate the pope himself with this 
thinking.

Synod at the Crossroads, on Second Marriages
Sandro Magister

The old family no longer exists. All is new. And therefore 
the Church as well must give new responses “in step with 
the times,” responses that “can no longer be founded on 
authoritarianism and moralism,” as Maradiaga dismis

sively stated.

But is it really true that today's is an unprecedented situa-
tion that the Church finds itself facing for the first time?

Not at all. When the Church began its journey through 
history, in the Roman civilization of the first centuries, it 
found itself at grips with relationships between the sexes 
and generations no less multiform than the current ones, 
and with  models of family certainly not in keeping with 
the indissoluble one preached by Jesus.

To the Christians of the time, the Church was proposing a 
model of marriage that was not “old,” but very new and 
highly demanding.

And in proposing this revolutionary innovation, it had to 
make its laborious way through a thicket of situations that 
in point of fact contradicted it and could even  lead to the 
practical application, at certain times and in certain 
places, to the “exception” recognized by some in the enig-
matic words of Jesus in Matthew 19:9: “Whoever repudi-
ates his wife, except in case of 'porneia,' and marries an-
other, commits adultery.”

It therefore comes as no surprise that in those first centu-
ries traces can be found, in the writings of the Fathers of 
the Church and in the canons of the councils, of a prac-
tice of forgiveness for those who had gone on to a second 
marriage after separating from the first spouse, with read-
mission to the Eucharist after a more or less lengthy peni-
tential period.

Among the scholars who have upheld the existence of 
this practice are Giovanni Cereti - whose ideas were ech-
oed at the 1980 synod of bishops on the family -  and il-
lustrious patrologists like Charles Munier, Pierre Nautin, 
and Joseph Moingt, not to mention the American John T. 
Noonan,  a prominent jurist and specialist on the canoni-
cal doctrine and practice of marriage in history.

Other scholars have instead contested the  soundness of 
this thesis. The most combative critic is Henri Crouzel, a 
famous Jesuit and patrologist. And the Jesuit and patrolo-
gist Gilles Pelland, a Canadian, also maintains that it is a 
steep challenge to document that during the first centuries 
forgiveness was actually granted and communion given to 
those who had separated and were living in second mar-
riages.

A study by Pelland dedicated precisely to this question 
was included by the congregation for the doctrine of the 
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(Continued on next page)

It was with Pope Gregory VII, in the 11th century, that the 
West began to combat this practice in a systematic way.

The Council of Trent, in the 16th century, thus found a 
long-standing matrimonial discipline that was absolutely 
contrary to second marriages, which however in the 
meantime had entered into use in the Eastern Churches.

Some of the bishops at Trent, including Cardinal Del 
Monte, the papal legate, proposed interpreting Matthew 
19:9 and some patristic texts as an authorization for sec-
ond marriages. Their thesis was rejected. In any case, the 
Tridentine council avoided condemning the Greek prac-
tice as heretical.

At Vatican Council II there was at least one bishop, the 
Melkite Elias Zoghby, archbishop of Baalbek,  who re-
opened the question. And another bishop tried to do so at 
the 1980 synod on the family. In both cases without suc-
cess.

So what lesson can be gathered from history with regard 
to communion for the divorced and remarried?

In the introduction to the book cited above, Ratzinger 
does not deny that there were times and places in which 
second marriages were admitted in the West as well.

But he sees in the events of history a precise line of de-
velopment. A sort of return to the origins.

The origins -  he writes -  are the unmistakable words of 
Jesus on the indissolubility of marriage. They are words 
“over which the Church has no power” and that clearly 
exclude divorce and new marriages.

For this reason, “in the Church at the time of the Fathers 
the divorced and remarried faithful were never officially 
admitted to holy communion  after a time of penance.” It 
is also true, however -  Ratzinger recognizes -  that the 
Church “did not always rigorously revoke concessions in 
this matter in individual countries.” And it is true that 
“individual Fathers, for example Leo the Great, sought 
'pastoral'  solutions for rare borderline cases.”

 In the West, this “greater flexibility and readiness for 
compromise on difficult  marital situations" was extended 
and prolonged until the 11th century, especially “in the 
Gallic and Germanic sphere.”

In the East, this tendency was even more pronounced 
and widespread and “an ever more liberal practice” has 
asserted itself down to our own day.

Synod
(Continued from previous page)

faith in a book “On pastoral care for the divorced and re-
married” published by Libreria Editrice Vaticana in 1998  
and recently reprinted with an introduction by Joseph 
Ratzinger, the prefect of the congregation at the time:

The pastoral approach to marriage must be founded on 
truth  

This introduction by Ratzinger, republished in 
“L'Osservatore Romano" of November 30, 2011, is of 
great objectivity in enunciating the problem posed by the 
studies cited:

"It is claimed that the current magisterium relies on only 
one strand of the patristic tradition, and not on the whole 
legacy of the ancient Church. Although the Fathers clearly 
held fast to the doctrinal principle of the indissolubility of 
marriage, some of them tolerated a certain flexibility on 
the pastoral level with regard to difficult individual cases. 
On this basis Eastern Churches separated from Rome 
later developed alongside the principle of akribia, fidelity 
to revealed truth, that of oikonomia, benevolent leniency 
in difficult situations. Without renouncing the doctrine of 
the indissolubility of marriage, in some cases they permit 
a second and even a third marriage, which is distinct, 
however, from the sacramental first marriage and is 
marked by a penitential character. Some say that this 
practice has never been explicitly condemned by the 
Catholic Church. They claim that the 1980 Synod of Bish-
ops proposed to study this tradition thoroughly, in order to 
allow the mercy of God to be more resplendent."

 Immediately afterward, Ratzinger continues:

"The study by Fr. Pelland  shows the direction in which 
the answer to these questions must be sought.”

In effect, Pelland denies that the presumed “exception” of 
Matthew 19:9 was applied during the first centuries. And 
he interprets in a very different way the texts of the Fa-
thers and councils that Cereti  brings forward in support of 
a practice of pardon for the divorced and remarried. But 
here and there he makes it known that both the argu-
ments in favor and those against can be falsified. And he  
reports that in at least one case -  that of a prisoner of war 
who was missing for a long time and returned to find his 
wife remarried - even a pope like St. Leo the Great “went 
much farther than the Church would accept to do today.”

Moreover, Pelland notes that in the penitential books of 
the early Middle Ages "a liberal jurisprudence was applied 
in many circumstances” to the divorced and remarried, 
with evident traces in the canonical laws collected in the 
decree of Gratian.

http://www.osservatoreromano.va/en/news/the-pastoral-approach-to-marriage-must-be-founded-%23.UvKhFPZ21dhC:\Users\mgross.DEQ\Documents\2013%20audit


Truth Be Told 33                                                Page 22                                                  Mar-Apr 

(Continued on next page)

Synod
(Continued from previous page)

A priest friend of mine from the 
Diocese of Spokane, Wash-
ington, is wont to say, "ritual 
frees us to pray." In my own 
experience of trying to pray 
and participate in the Mass, 
this quip has proved true again 
and again. When a priest sim-
ply follows the rubrics, says 
the words as they are written, 
and doesn't worry about trying 
to be entertaining or engaging 
with me, I feel at ease and am 
able to put my mind and my 
heart to work in offering the 

Sacrifice with him: I am free to fully, actively, and con-
sciously participate in the mystery that is taking place. 
However, when the priest adds, removes, or changes 
things, I immediately become distracted and worried: 
"what is he doing?"; "did I miss something?"; "why is he 

doing this?". Instead of an experience of Christ in the lit-
urgy, changing the ritual of the Mass provides me with an 
experience of the personality and whims of a priest. I 
avoid judgment of the priest's intentions, but I can't help 
but feel that something is not right when such deviations 
occur. Some might be inclined to dismiss my experiences 
as examples of unbalanced rubricism, pharisaical punctili-
ousness, or neurotic scrupulosity. A balanced liturgical 
sensibility, so the reasoning goes, does not fret if this or 
that phrase is changed, if the priest extemporaneously 
interpolates prayers, or other such things. It may come as 
a surprise to this contemporary sensibility, however, that 
the Church and St. Thomas Aquinas place the utmost 
importance on rubrics and the ars celebrandi (art of cele-
brating) as safeguards that ensure proper, worthy, and 
participatory worship. 

That priests do not have the right to change rubrics is not 
a matter of debate. The Code of Canon Law 846 §1 

Rubrics & Superstition
Br Thomas Aquinas Pickett OP

Starting in the 11th century in the West, however, “the 
original conception of the Fathers was recovered thanks 
to the Gregorian reform.”

And this return to the origins “found sanction at the Coun-
cil of Trent and was again proposed as the teaching of the 
Church at Vatican Council II.”

This, naturally, is the lesson that Ratzinger gathers from 
history, as do those who follow in his footsteps like the 
current prefect of the congregation for the doctrine of the 
faith, Gerhard L. Müller:

The Power of Grace  

And it is also the stance of the official magisterium of the 
Church, whose last organic document on this matter is 
the letter on communion for the divorced and remarried 
addressed to the bishops by the congregation for the doc-
trine of the faith in 1994, with the approval and at the be-
hest of Pope John Paul II:

 "The International Year of the Family" 

Others however, like Giovanni Cereti and other scholars,  
are calling for the Church today to rediscover the willing-
ness it once had  to pardon the sin and readmit to com-

munion the divorced and remarried, after a penitential 
passage. Extending to the West a practice  similar to that 
in effect in the Eastern Churches.

Pope Francis appeared to open the way in this direction 
when, during the interview on the return flight from Rio de 
Janeiro on July 28, 2013, he opened and closed “a paren-
thesis” -  his words -  on the Orthodox who “give a second 
chance of marriage.”

It remains to be seen if at the upcoming synod the Church 
of Rome will dare to abandon the stance it has taken until 
now, and if, in the event that it decides to change, it will 
want to become the protagonist behind the decision and 
the highly difficult implementation of a canonical practice 
of penance, forgiveness, and communion for the divorced 
and remarried that at the same time will not contradict the 
words in the New Testament on marriage.

Or if what will prevail instead will be the sentiment of 
mercy that is now found for the most part in public opinion 
but also among the hierarchy: that of a reckless go-ahead 
for individual initiative, with "ad libitum" access to com-
munion and with the conscience of the individual being 
the only one to lay down he law.

Sandro Magister writes at Chiesa Online (Link)

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/muller/rc_con_cfaith_20131023_divorziati-risposati-sacramenti_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_14091994_rec-holy-comm-by-divorced_en.html
http://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/1350711?eng=y
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Superstition
(Continued from previous page)

states "In sacramentis celebrandis fideliter serventur libri 
liturgici a competenti auctoritate probati quapropter nemo 
in iisdem quidpiam proprio marte addat, demat aut mutet," 
that is, "In celebrating the sacraments the liturgical books 
approved by competent authority are to be observed faith-
fully; accordingly, no one is to add, omit, or alter anything 
in them on one's own authority." Sacrosanctum Concil-
ium, the Second Vatican Council document on the liturgy, 
states "Regulation of the sacred liturgy depends solely on 
the authority of the Church, that is, on the Apostolic See 
and, as laws may determine, on the bishop...Therefore no 
other person, even if he be a priest, may add, remove, or 
change anything in the liturgy on his own authority" (SC 
22). The General Instruction of the Roman Missal #24 
states, "the Priest will remember that he is the servant of 
the Sacred Liturgy and that he himself is not permitted, on 
his own initiative, to add, to remove, or to change any-
thing in the celebration of Mass." Moreoever, Pope Bene-
dict XVI expresses very clearly in his exhortation Sacra-
mentum Caritatis (#38) that "The primary way to foster the 
participation of the People of God in the sacred rite is the 
proper celebration of the rite itself. The ars celebrandi is 
the best way to ensure their actuosa participatio. The ars 
celebrandi is the fruit of faithful adherence to the liturgical 
norms in all their richness; indeed, for two thousand years 
this way of celebrating has sustained the faith life of all 
believers, called to take part in the celebration as the 
People of God, a royal priesthood, a holy nation (cf. 1 Pet 
2:4-5, 9)." 

On top of these objective facts and rules, St. Thomas 
Aquinas provides a very compelling reason for following 
rubrics in his large treatise on the virtue of Religion in the 
Secunda Secundae. Worship, he explains, is the proper 
act of the virtue of Religion (cf. II-II.81) and the proper 
response of human beings in relation to God. Religion, 
moreover, is the most important moral virtue, since it 
draws people nearest to God while being distinct from the 
theological virtues. Worship, therefore, is one of the most 
important actions that human beings have the dignity and 

duty of performing. Citing St. Augustine, Aquinas argues 
that the greatest lies or offenses are those that are 
against Religion (II-II.93.1). The more important an action 
or virtue, the greater is the offense against it. To express 
an untruth against the worship of God is especially griev-
ous. Aquinas argues that when a priest does something 
external that is not in accord with the ritual, he is perform-
ing such a lie insofar as he deviates from the given order 
of the rite: "even as he would be guilty of falsehood who 
would, in the name of another person, proffers things that 
are not committed to him, so too does a man incur the 
guilt of falsehood who, on the part of the Church, gives 
worship to God contrary to the manner established by the 
Church or divine authority, and according to ecclesiastical 
custom" (II-II.93.1co). The essential principle of Aquinas' 
assertion here is that the priest during Mass acts in per-
sona Christi. As such, he should no longer act for himself 
but for Him whom he serves, and the Church, which is His 
Body. To depart from the rubrics of the Mass is to be a 
bad representative of Christ and the Church. And since 
offenses against important people are more serious, to 
depart from the rubrics is a grave insult to Christ and the 
Church. That is why Aquinas places such actions under 
the vice of superstition, which is any form of undue wor-
ship of God. Superstition is the vice against religion 
whereby worship is offered, not in excess or with too 
much solemnity, but rather "to whom it ought not, or in the 
manner it ought not" (II-II.92.1co). Therefore, to depart 
from the rubrics or the solemn and proper ars celebrandi 
of the Mass is an act of superstition.

Can St. Thomas Aquinas and the official documents of 
the Church magically solve all the problems of supersti-
tious celebrations of Mass? Not easily, quickly, or per-
fectly. What can help, though, is for more lay faithful to 
become informed about what the Mass is, how one is to 
participate in it, and why it is so important for us in the era 
of the New Evangelization. With better knowledge, the lay 
faithful will begin to desire more ardently, and seek from 
their priests more effectively, an ars celebrandi that frees 
them to worship the One True God who has called us into 
communion by the bonds of faith, hope, and love. 

Br Thomas Aquinas Pickett OP writes at To God, About 
God, the Blog of the Western Dominican Students (Link)

http://students.opwest.org/blog/articles/2014/01/truth-and-rubrics
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One of the earliest collections of recipes that we have from England is entitled Forme of 
Cury (That is, Manner of Cookery). It was written around 1390 for King Richard II.

Here, then, is a medieval English Lenten dish from this old cookbook. (It has been 
nicely adapted for modern cooks by Lorna J. Sass, in To the King's Taste.)

This dish is typically medieval in its strong use of spices and in its surprising combina-
tion of fish with fruit. Although it may sound peculiar, it is really, believe me, very good. 
And the combination of colors is very attractive.

Preheat the oven to 425o F. and bake the pie crust for 10 minutes. Let cool.

Cut the fish into 1½ inch chunks, salt lightly, and sprinkle with 2 tbsp lemon juice. Set 
aside.

Melt the butter in a large, heavy skillet and toss the pear and apple slices in it until they 
are lightly coated.

Combine the wine, lemon juice, brown sugar, spices, and dried fruits, and add to the 
mixture in the skillet. Cover and simmer about 15 minutes, or until the fresh fruit is soft 
but still firm. Check the flavoring, and drain off excess liquid.

Paint jelly on the pie crust. Combine fish chunks with fruit and place the mixture in the 
crust. Bake at 375o F. for 15 to 25 minutes, or until the fish flakes easily. Yield: 6 to 8 
servings.

Note: the cubeb, an aromatic pepper commonly used in medieval times, can still be 
bought in many spice stores. Substitute black peppercorns.

“A Continual Feast, A Cookbook to Celebrate the Joys of Family and Faith Throughout 
the Christian Year”, Emily Birge Vitz, 1985,Harper and Row.

Dough for a 9-inch piecrust
1¼ lb salmon, cod, or haddock 

(or a mixture)
2 tbps lemon juice
2 tbsp butter
2 pears, peeled, cored, and 
thinly sliced
2 applies, peeled, cored, and 

thinly sliced
1 cup good white wine
2 tbsp lemon juice
2 tbsp brown sugar
5 cubebs, finely crushed 

(see note)
1/8 tsp ground cloves
1/8 tsp nutmeg
¼ tsp cinnamon
½ cup rasins
10 prunes, pitted and minced
6 dates, minced
6 dried figs, minced
3 tbsp damson or red 

currant jelly

A medieval Lenten Tart
Tart de brymlent
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"We love because he first loved us" (1 Jn. 4:19).  God's 
love precedes our own.  The starting point for our growth 
in the theological virtue of charity is the knowledge of 
God's love made manifest most especially in Christ's 
death for us at Calvary: "In this is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his son as expiation 
for our sins" (1 Jn. 4:11).  In his encyclical, Deus Caritas 
Est, Pope Benedict XVI points out that Christ's "death on 
the cross is the culmination of the turning of God against 
himself in which he gives himself in order to raise man up 
and save him.  This is love in its most radical form" (no. 
12).  In contemplating this love God has for us in Christ 
Jesus, we avail ourselves of the opportunity to personally 
realize and accept this love, thus germinating the seed of 
faith implanted within us at baptism, and so come to 
"know and believe the love God has for us" (1 Jn. 4:16).

Such knowledge of and faith in God's inexhaustible love 
for us inspire a sense of appreciation and gratitude by 
which we feel that the only appropriate response to such 
love should be nothing less than our wholehearted fulfill-
ment of the Lord's twofold command to love God, and 
one's neighbor as oneself (cf. Mt. 22:37-39).  Thus in-
spired by the Spirit who "pours God's love into our 
hearts" (Rom 5:5), we comprehend how it is that to love 
God means "to keep his commandments, and [that] his 
commandments are not burdensome" (1 Jn. 5:3), since 
our reciprocal love for God inclines "our hearts to him, to 
walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments" (1 
Kg. 8:58, cf. Ps. 119:36).  This knowledge of God's love 
also liberates us to actively pursue lives of "faith working 
through love" (Gal. 5:6) when our realization of God's love 
as our greatest good diminishes in us "the cares of the 
world, the delight in riches, and desire for other 
things" (Mk. 4:19), and so allows us to more freely submit 
ourselves to the "law of the spirit of life in Christ Je-
sus" (Rom. 8:2).  Benedict XVI further explains how the 
Holy Spirit motivates our life of charity:

By dying on the Cross - as Saint John tells us - Jesus 
"gave up his Spirit" (Jn. 19:30), anticipating the gift of the 
Holy Spirit that he would make after his Resurrection (cf. 
Jn. 20:22).  This was to fulfill the promise of "rivers of liv-
ing water" that would flow out of the hearts of believers, 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (cf. Jn. 7:38-39).  
The Spirit, in fact, is that interior power which harmonizes 
their hearts with Christ's heart and moves them to love 
their brethren as Christ loved them, when he bent down to 
wash the feet of the disciples (cf. Jn. 13:1-13) and above 
all when he gave his life for us (cf. Jn. 13:1; 15:13).  
(Deus Caritas Est, no. 19)

This growth in God's love is an ongoing process.  The 
occasion arises when we notice that prior senses of inspi-

ration have waned, and that continued growth in love en-
tails that we express love in the same manner as Christ 
did: on the cross.  In some cases, love may indeed be 
painful, and in any case demands that we put the needs 
of others ahead of our own.  Our desires to justify spiteful 
or selfish behavior on our part become obstacles to con-
sistently displaying the love to which God calls us, and we 
recognize that to love when it is most difficult depends 
increasingly on God's grace.

Sacred Scripture links this training of our dependence on 
God's grace to the theological virtue of hope: "The Lord 
takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope 
in his steadfast love" (Ps. 147:11; cf. 33:18-22).  Though 
God's love is always present, there may be times when 
we only know this through faith, as our senses and our 
circumstances at such times may seem devoid of love.  
God commands us to love others whom even on a daily 
basis treat us uncharitably (cf. Mt. 5:43-48).  In such con-
texts, our ability to nonetheless desire the good for such 
individuals calls for our surrender to God's grace in hope 
that this same grace may continue to transform our hearts 
and theirs even when such transformation may not be 
readily visible.  It is still natural for us in the meantime to 
mourn the consistent lack of mutual love between our-
selves and those around us, though such mourning di-
rects our hope toward the Lord's promise, "Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they shall be comforted" (Mt. 5:4, cf. 
Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth, Vol. 1, pp. 86-88).

It is in these very situations, however - when we do what 
is right by loving God and neighbor in spite of our pas-
sions - that the fire of charity purifies our beings and so 
increases our capacity for love.  Saint Peter writes, 
"Having purified your souls by obedience to the truth for a 
sincere love of the brethren, love one another earnestly 
from the heart" (1 Pet. 1:22).  Jesus also describes the 
process by which those disciples who have already borne 
fruit are pruned by our heavenly Father so that they may 
bear more fruit (cf. Jn. 15:2), and so come to share more 
fully in Jesus' divine life (cf. Jn. 15:1-11).  "Looking to Je-
sus," then, as "the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross" (Heb. 12:2), we persevere not only in hope that 
God will sustain us in love, but so, too, that we may ulti-
mately attain final union with him "who is seated at the 
right hand of God" (ibid.).  And, conversely, it is the very 
act of pressing on toward our final destination in hope that 
we continue to grow in our capacity for love as God's chil-
dren since "everyone who thus hopes in him purifies him-
self as he is pure" (1 Jn. 3:3).

Mr Richard de Lorimier OP writes from the Corpus Christi 
Chapter of Dominican Laity in Menlo Park

Growth in Charity
Mr Richard de Lorimier OP
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Prioress Mary Halvorson distributed prayer cards to 
members at the January meeting. Each card contains the 
name of another living chapter member and a deceased 
chapter member to pray for during the year. Each card 
also contains the name of a Dominican saint or blessed to 
pray to and imitate during the year. Thank you to Marjie 
Leo who faithfully prepares the cards each year.

Council member John White went to San Francisco and 
participated in the West Coast March for Life on January 
26. Other members participated in the local March for Life 
in downtown Portland on January 19.

Members are being kept abreast of details for the May 23-
25 retreat at St. Benedict's Lodge in McKenzie Bridge, 
OR.  The retreat will involve several chapters in the North 
West.

Prayer intentions: Suzie King and her family, Joyce Tim-
berman, Joanne Moore, Mary Ann Colrud's nephew. 
Mary Vaetz is preparing for a trip to the Holy Land in 
March and asks for prayers for her safety and of all those 
traveling on this pilgrimage.

Respectfully submitted in Christ,

Ms. Roberta Powell, O.P

St Joseph, San Jose

Warren Edwards made first profession on December 15, 
2013.

Dionysus Flora

From the Chapters

Holy Rosary, Portland

Holy Rosary Chapter of the Dominican Laity celebrated 
its' 120th anniversary as a chapter on Sunday January 
26 when Holy Rosary Church also celebrated its' 120th 
anniversary of the dedication of the church. The chapter 
began when the church was dedicated and has been ac-
tive ever since. The celebration included the monthly 
meeting, Office and Rosary which began at 9:00 a.m. fol-
lowed by a special High Mass in the Dominican Rite at 
11:00 a.m. and a reception afterward. Some chapter 
members also assisted at the reception. 

Suffrages for Deceased Parents of Dominicans were 
planned for Saturday Feb. 8. A severe snow and ice 
storm which shut down most of the city and surrounding 
areas most prevented most people from being able to 
attend. Members are encouraged to offer suffrages on 
their own.

De Profundis

Mary Rudge, St Albert Chapter (1962)
1928-2014

At the age of 85 Mary Rudge died quietly of cancer at 
home with her daughter, Diana, at her side.  Mary is sur-
vived by five children (Robin Davidson, Mary Star 
Rudge, Alice Mobarry, Glen Rudge, and Diana Rudge), 
and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  She 
was predeceased by a son, Louis Jordan Rudge, a 
daughter, Caroline Rudge, and a granddaughter Abigail 
Louise Walter (daughter of Diana Rudge).  Diana says of 
her mother, "She was a very devout Catholic.... She was 
an amazing woman."  Fr Reginald Martin, OP (Prior of St 
Albert Priory) concelebrated her funeral mass with Fr 
Dana Michaels, her pastor at St Barnabas in Alameda.  

Requiescat in pace

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued on next page)

Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

Mary Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento

The Chapter held our annual Retreat on January 17-19 at 
St. Albert’s Priory in Oakland.  Our Retreat Master was 
Prior Provincial Fr Mark Padrez, OP, and our theme was 
“A Unique Way for Dominicans.”  In addition to our Chap-
ter, the Oakland Chapter and several lay folks joined us.

Fr Padrez dedicated our Retreat to the Holy Spirit, who is 
the changer of hearts.  Father heralded the words of Pope 
Frances that a joyful people are only possible when 
rooted in the Holy Spirit.

To really know about Jesus we must know Him with our 
hearts.  We cannot share Him with others, as Domini-
cans, unless we have Him first.  How can we do this?  

          Daily prayer
          Daily Mass
          Praying the Liturgy of the Hours
          Daily spiritual reading
          Spiritual direction
          Frequent Confession (once a month)
          Grow in the Virtues
          Devotion to Mary and the Saints
          Holistic formation
          Keeping a view of holiness

These steps do not produce holiness but they are true 
ways to open up in humility so He can work within us.

As we gathered ourselves for the trip back to Sacramento 
we carried a renewed commitment to our Dominican 
roots.  Thank you, Fr Padrez for an outstanding retreat!

Anna Marie Gshwandtner 

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park

On January 25, 2014, some of our chapter members 
joined the Walk for Life West Coast, as we do annually.  
This year marked its 10th anniversary with about 50,000 
people in attendance.  We will have a potential inquirer 
join us for our March meeting and we pray that her dis-
cernment with us will be a fruitful one.  We are planning to 
have a Lenten reflection in April.

Charo Aguirre

The obedient are not held captive by Holy Mother 
Church; it is the disobedient who are held captive by the 
world! 

- Diane M. Korzeniewski

Bl. Bartolo Longo (formation), Las Vegas, NV

I am sharing with you two photos of our community. The 
one above was taken during the ceremony for Felix 
Berto C. Saldi (Tet) and Ellen B. Saldi (Len) who were 
accepted as candidates on January 26th. Fr Albert Fe-
lice Pace OP, conducted the ceremony with me, Mr Dan 
Morin OP, Moderator of our community. Tet and Len 
have progressed with our community for the past year 
and diligently completed the formation materials. 

The photo below was taken in December of 2012. This 
photo embodies our current membership (Len Saldi was 
not in the photo) with several others who were inquirers. 
From the left is Mr Kevin Kiefer OP, Principle of Bishop 
Gorman Catholic High School in Las Vegas. Kevin and 
his wife Jennifer (center, front) began attending our com-
munity meetings several years ago. They came to us from 
the St Martin de Porres Chapter, Tucson community and 
have made their temporary promises. 

Next to Kevin, is Dr Joseph Haller OP, PhD.  Joseph has 
been with our community since its earliest days. He has 
made his second temporary promise. With God’s will, he 
will progress towards, his life promise in January 2015. 
Some may recognize Joseph, from his visit with me to our 
Council Meeting in Oakland, 2012.
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Bl Margaret of Castello, Boise

The scheduled Day of Reflection by Fr Emmerich Vogt 
OP did not happen because his plane was unable to 
leave California. We look forward to a rescheduled event.  
In the meantime, the chapter is hosting a Day of Reflec-
tion on “Obedient Faith” by Fr Vincent Serpa on Satur-
day March 29.  This event has an interesting genesis; 
during the local Catholic Radio station’s fall pledge drive, 
the chapter offered as a prize to the parish raising the 
most funds for Catholic Radio, front row seats at a Day of 
Reflection, as well as joining Fr Serpa at table for lunch!  
So apparently at least some 15 additional folks will be 
attending one of our events.

The Chapter has been delighted to get 
to know our local neighbor, Michael 
Dente. Michael is the sculptor who pro-
duced the statue of St Dominic at the 
Dominican cemetery in Benicia, as well 
as the statue of St Catherine which is 
outside the library at St Albert’s Priory.  
Michael has started working on a life-
size statue of our patroness, Blessed 
Margaret of Castello, who is also pa-
troness of the unwanted and unborn.  

This statue will be cast in bronze and stand amongst the 
little crosses in our Cemetery of Remembrance, which is 
our monument to the Abortion Holocaust.  

Michael has produced several 
6” models in clay, and is 
ready to start his large scale 
model which will serve for the 
casting form.  We hope to join 
forces with the Blessed Mar-
garet shrine in Columbus 
Ohio, to also produce a run of 
small statues which could be 
obtained at  a reasonable 
cost by those who are inter-
ested.  

In 1994 Michael also produced a run of 12” statues of St 
Dominic.  At our prompting, he plans to dust off his cast-
ing supplies and do a second run.  The statues are really 
quite nice.

And last but not least, plans continue for the retreat at St 
Benedict Lodge. Fr Michael Hurly OP will be the Retreat 
Master, speaking on Angels.  Check out the brochure at:
http://dominicanidaho.org/StBenedictFlyer.pdf and check 
in with prioress Carolyn Reese if you are interested in 
attending! 

Mark Gross

Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

In front of Joseph are Mrs Irene Olender OP, and Mr 
David Georgia OP. Both Irene and David are life pro-
fessed members of our Bl. Bartolo Longo Community. 
David, was at our very first meeting with me in March, 
2008, and has been a stalwart member attending nearly 
every meeting since then. Irene has been our assistant 
Moderator for several years.

Ken Bendito is currently on leave from our community 
because of a pressing family commitment. He was in his 
candidacy when his family requested his commitment to 
care for their grandparents. 

Tet Saldi is next to him. His wife Len was not in the pic-
ture because of a required professional assessment. She 
was completing her training as a nurse.  To my right are 
Candy and her husband Michael, who were inquirers for 
one year. Their young family and work requirements have 
made it too difficult them to continue. Angelo was also an 
inquirer for a time, but he had similar work related needs 
that have stopped his progress.  Ana Maria was a visitor 
with our community. 

Behind Father Albert is Mary Ann Afzelius. She was in 
our community for several years, and remains in contact 
with us. She has had a health setback which required her 
to leave.  

In the Center front is Dr Patricia Brown OP and Mrs 
Jennifer Kiefer OP. Pat made her first temporary prom-
ise this last December 2013, along with Jenifer who re-
newed her promise for two more years. 

Fr. Falice-Pace OP is on our right. He has been our spiri-
tual guide since the beginning of our community’s forma-
tion. 

Mr Dan Morin, OP

Jennifer Kiefer, Father Albert, Dan Morin and Patricia Brown follow-
ing their temporary Promises, December 2013.

(Continued on next page)

http://dominicanidaho.org/StBenedictFlyer.pdf
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Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

St Albert, Oakland

The chapter has some Dominican holy cards that might interest you.  

A few decades ago a good friar and religious assistant for our chapter had 
the great good heart to have some lovely hand drawn (possibly wood cut) 
holy cards made for us for our chapter's Holy Innocents' Day celebration.  On 
that day we each choose a Dominican saint/blessed's card as one of our 
prayer partners for the year.  Since the time the cards were made, a few 
Blesseds have become Saints and the dates of some feast days have 
changed.  At this time, we do not know how many different holy cards there 
are, nor do we have a complete listing of all the saints/blesseds represented.  
Unfortunately, too, the good friar ordered so many cards of each saint/
blessed, we have determined we enough for the next several centuries, if not 
the next millennium; and despite our best efforts, we have not made much of 
a dent in reducing the number we have.  

Our Council was wondering if you, your chapter, your formation program, 
your parish, or other person or organization you know, would like to have 
some Dominican holy cards?  Attached is a sample of the cards.  If these 
cards interest you, please let me know before April 5th, how many you might 
like to have.  After that date, they will be gone.  We really hate to part with 
any, because they have meant so much to us, but storage is now a most 
significant issue for our chapter, so we are only able to save a few cards and 
on April 5th, we will be tearfully and terribly tossing the rest.  On April 5th we 
are organizing some of them into decks of 50 cards of different saints/
blesseds from each month of the year.  

If you are interested in having one or more decks of 50 different Dominican 
holy cards, or know someone who is, please contact me as soon as you can. 
A donation for shipping and handling will be greatly appreciated!  

Gloria Escalona
Moderator, St Albert the Great Chapter
Cell 415-812-4499
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Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com

1605 N Eagle Creek Way
Eagle, ID 83616

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    -St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).

