
Saints Translate the Word
Benedict XVI

“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

At this Holy Mass our thoughts go back to that 
moment when, through prayer and the laying on of 
hands, the bishop made us sharers in the priest-
hood of Jesus Christ, so that we might be 
“consecrated in truth” (Jn 17:19), as Jesus be-
sought the Father for us in his high-priestly prayer. 
He himself is the truth. He has consecrated us, 
that is to say, handed us over to God for ever, so 
that we can offer men and women a service that 
comes from God and leads to him. But does our 
consecration extend to the daily reality of our lives 
– do we operate as men of God in fellowship with 
Jesus Christ? This question places the Lord be-
fore us and us before him. “Are you resolved to be 
more united with the Lord Jesus and more closely 
conformed to him, denying yourselves and con-
firming those promises about sacred duties to-
wards Christ’s Church which, prompted by love of 
him, you willingly and joyfully pledged on the day 
of your priestly ordination?” After this homily, I 
shall be addressing that question to each of you 
here and to myself as well. Two things, above all, 
are asked of us: there is a need for an interior 
bond, a configuration to Christ, and at the same 
time there has to be a transcending of ourselves, 
a renunciation of what is simply our own, of the 
much-vaunted self-fulfillment. We need, I need, 
not to claim my life as my own, but to place it at 
the disposal of another – of Christ. I should be 
asking not what I stand to gain, but what I can 
give for him and so for others. Or to put it more 
specifically, this configuration to Christ, who came 
not to be served but to serve, who does not take, 
but rather gives – what form does it take in the 
often dramatic situation of the Church today? Re-
cently a group of priests from a European country 
issued a summons to disobedience, and at the 
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If Mary no longer finds a place in many theologies and ecclesiolo-
gies, the reason is obvious: they have reduced faith to an ab-
straction. And an abstraction does not need a Mother.

The Ratzinger Report, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, 1985
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disciples, he was a “translation” of 
Christ’s manner of life that they could 
see and identify with. Ever since 
Paul’s time, history has furnished a 
constant f low of  other such 
“translations” of Jesus’ way into his-
torical figures. We priests can call to 
mind a great throng of holy priests 
who have gone before us and shown 
us the way: from Polycarp of Smyrna 
and Ignatius of Antioch, from the great 
pastors Ambrose, Augustine and 

Gregory the Great, through to Ignatius of Loyola, Charles 
Borromeo, John Mary Vianney and the priest-martyrs of 
the 20th century, and finally Pope John Paul II, who gave 
us an example, through his activity and his suffering, of 
configuration to Christ as “gift and mystery”. The saints 
show us how renewal works and how we can place our-
selves at its service. And they help us realize that God is 
not concerned so much with great numbers and with out-
ward successes, but achieves his victories under the 
humble sign of the mustard seed.

Dear friends, I would like briefly to touch on two more key 
phrases from the renewal of ordination promises, which 
should cause us to reflect at this time in the Church’s life 
and in our own lives. Firstly, the reminder that – as Saint 
Paul put it – we are “stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 
Cor 4:1) and we are charged with the ministry of teaching, 
the (munus docendi), which forms a part of this steward-
ship of God’s mysteries, through which he shows us his 
face and his heart, in order to give us himself. At the 
meeting of Cardinals on the occasion of the recent Con-
sistory, several of the pastors of the Church spoke, from 
experience, of the growing religious illiteracy found in the 
midst of our sophisticated society. The foundations of 
faith, which at one time every child knew, are now known 
less and less. But if we are to live and love our faith, if we 
are to love God and to hear him aright, we need to know 
what God has said to us – our minds and hearts must be 
touched by his word. The Year of Faith, commemorating 
the opening of the Second Vatican Council fifty years ago, 
should provide us with an occasion to proclaim the mes-
sage of faith with new enthusiasm and new joy. We find it 
of course first and foremost in sacred Scripture, which we 
can never read and ponder enough. Yet at the same time 
we all experience the need for help in accurately ex-
pounding it in the present day, if it is truly to touch our 
hearts. This help we find first of all in the words of the 
teaching Church: the texts of the Second Vatican Council 
and the Catechism of the Catholic Church are essential 
tools which serve as an authentic guide to what the 
Church believes on the basis of God’s word. And of 
course this also includes the whole wealth of documents 
given to us by Pope John Paul II, still far from being fully 
explored.

same time gave concrete examples of 
the forms this disobedience might 
take, even to the point of disregarding 
definitive decisions of the Church’s 
Magisterium, such as the question of 
women’s ordination, for which 
Blessed Pope John Paul II stated ir-
revocably that the Church has re-
ceived no authority from the Lord. Is 
disobedience a path of renewal for 
the Church? We would like to believe 
that the authors of this summons are 
motivated by concern for the Church, that they are con-
vinced that the slow pace of institutions has to be over-
come by drastic measures, in order to open up new paths 
and to bring the Church up to date. But is disobedience 
really a way to do this? Do we sense here anything of that 
configuration to Christ which is the precondition for all true 
renewal, or do we merely sense a desperate push to do 
something to change the Church in accordance with one’s 
own preferences and ideas?

But let us not oversimplify matters. Surely Christ himself 
corrected human traditions which threatened to stifle the 
word and the will of God? Indeed he did, so as to rekindle 
obedience to the true will of God, to his ever enduring 
word. His concern was for true obedience, as opposed to 
human caprice. Nor must we forget: he was the Son, pos-
sessed of singular authority and responsibility to reveal 
the authentic will of God, so as to open up the path for 
God’s word to the world of the nations. And finally: he 
lived out his task with obedience and humility all the way 
to the Cross, and so gave credibility to his mission. Not 
my will, but thine be done: these words reveal to us the 
Son, in his humility and his divinity, and they show us the 
true path.

Let us ask again: do not such reflections serve simply to 
defend inertia, the fossilization of traditions? No. Anyone 
who considers the history of the post-conciliar era can 
recognize the process of true renewal, which often took 
unexpected forms in living movements and made almost 
tangible the inexhaustible vitality of holy Church, the pres-
ence and effectiveness of the Holy Spirit. And if we look 
at the people from whom these fresh currents of life burst 
forth and continue to burst forth, then we see that this 
new fruitfulness requires being filled with the joy of faith, 
the radicalism of obedience, the dynamic of hope and the 
power of love.

Dear friends, it is clear that configuration to Christ is the 
precondition and the basis for all renewal. But perhaps at 
times the figure of Jesus Christ seems too lofty and too 
great for us to dare to measure ourselves by him. The 
Lord knows this. So he has provided “translations” on a 
scale that is more accessible and closer to us. For this 
same reason, Saint Paul did not hesitate to say to his 
communities: Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. For his 
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Praised be Jesus!

izes the human being. Of course the human person is a 
unity, destined for eternity as body and soul. And yet that 
cannot mean that we no longer have a soul, a constituent 
principle guaranteeing our unity in this life and beyond 
earthly death. And as priests, of course, we are con-
cerned for the whole person, including his or her physical 
needs – we care for the hungry, the sick, the homeless. 
And yet we are concerned not only with the body, but also 
with the needs of the soul: with those who suffer from the 
violation of their rights or from destroyed love, with those 
unable to perceive the truth, those who suffer for lack of 
truth and love. We are concerned with the salvation of 
men and women in body and soul. And as priests of Je-
sus Christ we carry out our task with enthusiasm. No one 
should ever have the impression that we work conscien-
tiously when on duty, but before and after hours we be-
long only to ourselves. A priest never belongs to himself. 
People must sense our zeal, through which we bear 
credible witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Let us ask 
the Lord to fill us with joy in his message, so that we may 
serve his truth and his love with joyful zeal. Amen.

Homily of His Holiness Benedict XVI, Chrism Mass, Holy 
Thursday, 2012 (Link)

© Copyright 2012 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana

All our preaching must measure itself against the saying 
of Jesus Christ: “My teaching is not mine” (Jn 7:16). We 
preach not private theories and opinions, but the faith of 
the Church, whose servants we are. Naturally this should 
not be taken to mean that I am not completely supportive 
of this teaching, or solidly anchored in it. In this regard I 
am always reminded of the words of Saint Augustine: 
what is so much mine as myself? And what is so little 
mine as myself? I do not own myself, and I become my-
self by the very fact that I transcend myself, and thereby 
become a part of Christ, a part of his body the Church. If 
we do not preach ourselves, and if we are inwardly so 
completely one with him who called us to be his ambas-
sadors, that we are shaped by faith and live it, then our 
preaching will be credible. I do not seek to win people for 
myself, but I give myself. The Curé of Ars was no scholar, 
no intellectual, we know that. But his preaching touched 
people’s hearts because his own heart had been touched.

The last keyword that I should like to consider is “zeal for 
souls”: animarum zelus. It is an old-fashioned expression, 
not much used these days. In some circles, the word 
“soul” is virtually banned because – ostensibly – it ex-
presses a body-soul dualism that wrongly compartmental-

(Continued on next page)
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Every culture uses storytelling as a means to inform, in-
spire and convey moral certitudes. From ancient Greek 
myths to modern day fairy tales, all stories have a com-
mon pattern.  They begin with a hero in crisis, who ven-
tures forth in search of a solution, and returns with an 
elixir for the people.  With current gas prices hovering at 
$5.00 a gallon, many Americans are looking for that hero 
who will bring a solution to the economic crisis.  Few have 
realized that she’s already come and brought the remedy:  
End abortion.   

What does abortion have to do with the economy?  Every-
thing.

Our modern day hero, Blessed Mother Teresa, spoke of-
ten about the consequences of abortion upon the society.  
Following is an excerpt of a speech she gave at a Wash-
ington D.C. conference in 1995:

“[Abortion] is really a war against the child, and I hate 
the killing of the innocent child, murder by the mother 
herself. And if we accept that the mother can kill even 
her own child, how can we tell other people not to kill 
one another? How do we persuade a woman not to 
have an abortion? As always, we must persuade her 

with love . . . The father of that child, however, must 
also give until it hurts. By abortion, the mother does not 
learn to live, but kills even her own child to solve her 
problem. And by abortion, the father is taught that he 
does not have to take any responsibility at all for the 
child he has brought into that world. So that father is 
likely to put other women into the same trouble. So, 
abortion just leads to more abortion. 

Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching its 
people to love one another but to use any violence to 
get what they want. This is why the greatest destroyer 
of love and peace is abortion”.

Let’s break down Mother Teresa’s statement in terms of 
its financial impact.  First, our saint speaks of the killing of 
innocent children. Has there ever been a society in history 
that has killed their children, and continued to prosper?  
The answer is, no.  In fact, when we look back at the pa-
gan Roman or Aztec communities, we’re horrified that 
they actually cut their own child’s heart out during 
“sacrificial” rituals.   We immediately understand why they 
collapsed.  Any society that engages in such barbaric 
practices can’t possibly flourish. Despite all their other 
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A decline in morals is always the first and fatal blow.  The 
last three stages are merely complications resulting from 
the original injury.  The reason is simple. When a person 
abandons a moral life, a radical shift takes place in their 
thinking.  They are no longer compelled to do what they 
ought, but rather, become compelled to do what they 
“feel”.  This “feeling” is always in line with their desire at 
the moment.  “Desire”, then becomes the primary consid-
eration and driving force for their actions.  The problem 
here is that desires and feelings often change and betray 
us. They lead us to make decisions that have disastrous 
consequences.  Unfortunately, the same men and women 
who no longer “feel” compelled to do what they ought, are 
the same men and women who make vital decisions for 
the government, banks, media, etc.  Consequently, abor-
tion becomes the strongest indicator of a society that is 
headed for a downfall. It speaks to an overall attitude of 
the people, which is selfishly ruthless.  A ruthless attitude 
“aborts” economic growth. 

Our hope, then, lies in the end of abortion.  When morality 
returns, and abortion is replaced with responsibility and 
self-sacrifice, the economy will naturally rebound.  It will 
reflect the good decisions and sound judgment of a peo-
ple committed to the basic moral tenets of life.  The favor 
and grace of God will be ours again, (as it once was in 
this country) and the society will flourish.

Our hero may be gone now, 
but she left us with the elixir.  
Will we drink it and heal 
ourselves, or will we throw it 
down and continue march-
ing “forward” to the next 
step called lawlessness?  
The choice is ours.

In Jesus and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey
Vice President

advances, it’s obvious they had a major flaw.  Interest-
ingly, it would behoove every American to compare the 
strikingly similar procedures of a pagan “sacrificial” ritual 
with that of an abortion.  Barbaric, indeed.

Mother’s next point is; how can we tell a mother its fine to 
kill a child, but expect others not to kill?  Simply put, we 
can’t.   That would be discrimination.   We then become 
obliged to tolerate violence, which in turn, instills fear into 
our society.  You may think it’s not that bad.  Look around 
at your neighbors, are they more secure or more fearful?  
The NRA would answer they are more fearful since gun 
sales have quadrupled in 2011 alone.  Prosperity and 
entrepreneurship are always constricted in an atmos-
phere of fear. 

Continuing, we read:  “By choosing abortion, the mother 
doesn’t learn how to live, but learns to kill to solve her 
problem.  Moreover, the father learns that he doesn’t 
have to be responsible”.  This statement speaks for itself.  
Can we really expect a solution to the financial crisis to 
come from people who are irresponsible and resort to 
killing to solve a problem?  In fact, this is the same mind-
set that caused the problems to begin with.  Our country 
has reached a saturation point, in that, every adult be-
tween the ages of 21-81 has been exposed to a culture 
that values selfishness and violence.  However, a strong 
economy is built and sustained on the principles of hard 
work, self-sacrifice, honesty and responsibility.  There is 
no other way for long term viability.  If then, our society is 
more concerned with getting what they want at any cost, it 
becomes very clear that it’s only a matter of time before 
the entire structure collapses.  Mother Teresa concurs 
with this thought in her final sentence: “Any country that 
accepts abortion teaches its people to use violence to get 
whatever they want”.  A violent society is never a prosper-
ous society.  

The prototype for the fall of an empire is always the same:  
A decline in morals, followed by an economic crisis and 
collapse, which leads to lawlessness, then to a final col-
lapse of the society. 

Dear brothers and sisters in St. Dominic,

Last month I sent the letter of convocation for our Lay 
Provincial Council meeting, set for June 8 – 10 at St. Al-
bert’s Priory in Oakland.  We will gather for Mass and Of-
fice at 5 and the meeting itself will begin at 7 pm. 

A few points: Fully recognized chapters may send one 
attendee at LPC expense.  Chapters in formation will pay 

for their representative to attend, unless that chapter has 
paid assessments.   Each chapter may send one ob-
server, though I need to know about this by May 15 in 
order to coordinate with the Priory.  Observers have nei-
ther voice nor vote and pay for their own expenses.   

A number of chapters have not advised the name of their 
representative yet.  In order to plan properly, I really need 
the name of that person. 

From the President

Praised be Jesus
(Continued from previous page)

(Continued on next page)
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From the DLIPC Representative

(Continued on next page)

With the letter of convocation, I asked for agenda items to 
be considered and will need to know of your requests by 
May 25. 

We are also asking that representatives arrive with their 
chapter’s latest roster of members, including council 
members and positions in order for us to prepare a new 
directory. 

Finally, I’d be grateful for prior advice if any of our atten-
dees require a little extra assistance or perhaps an eleva-

tor card.  The friars won’t have many available, but know-
ing of your needs beforehand will help greatly in coordi-
nating any additional needs. 

Looking forward to seeing you all,

In St. Dominic,
Tony Galati
President

President
(Continued from previous page)

Make no mistake, my brothers: those who corrupt families 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. (St. Ignatius of An-
tioch, bishop and martyr)

[Governor Christine] Gregoire, a Democrat and a Roman 
Catholic, signed the measure [legalizing homosexual mar-
riage] to raucous applause during a ceremony in the or-
nate reception room of the Olympia statehouse, declaring, 
"This is a very proud moment. ... I'm proud of who and 
what we are as a state." It was the latest victory for the 
U.S. gay rights movement. (Reuters 2012)

[T]he leaders of the American Catholic Church fell prey to 
a conceit that had long before ensnared a great many 
mainstream Protestants in the United States – the notion 
that public provision is somehow akin to charity – and so 
they fostered state paternalism and undermined what 
they professed to teach: that charity is an individual re-
sponsibility and that it is appropriate that the laity join to-
gether under the leadership of the Church to alleviate the 
suffering of the poor. In its place, they helped establish 
the Machiavellian principle that underpins modern liberal-
ism – the notion that it is our Christian duty to confiscate 
other people’s money and redistribute it. (Paul Rahe, Pro-
fessor – Hillsdale College)

Let it be considered also that a dangerous weapon would 
thus be placed in the hands of those public authorities 
who take no heed of moral exigencies. Who could blame 
a government for applying to the solution of the problems 
of the community those means acknowledged to be licit 
for married couples in the solution of a family problem? 
Who will stop rulers from favoring, from even imposing 
upon their peoples, if they were to consider it necessary, 
the method of contraception which they judge to be most 
efficacious? In such a way men, wishing to avoid individ-
ual, family, or social difficulties encountered in the obser-
vance of the divine law, would reach the point of placing 
at the mercy of the intervention of public authorities the 
most personal and most reserved sector of conjugal inti-
macy. (Pope Paul VI, Humanae Vitae) 

It is about time that we proudly embrace all the Truths 
proclaimed by Holy Mother Church; not just those that are 
politically acceptable and comfortable to us in today’s 
world. The recent attacks on religious freedom, by our 
own federal government, have amply demonstrated that 
the first principles which we have long cherished are, ap-
parently, expendable in the name of “Progress.” Too 
many Catholic leaders, religious and lay, have sought 
comfort from the worldly king while denying the Truth of 
the everlasting King. It is time to proclaim the truth taught 
by Jesus Christ and His Church and stop embracing the 
issues and jargon of the politically popular and expedient.

We are at the threshold of a religious persecution which 
has come about, largely, through our own complicity. We 
are told over and over again there is little difference be-
tween Catholics and non-Catholics regarding: divorce, 
homosexual marriage, artificial conception and artificial 
contraception. Regardless of the accuracy of the compari-
sons it is telling that such statements can be made with-
out fear of challenge. 

As pointed out in my last article, last December some 
65% of Catholic U.S. Senators and 77% of Catholic U.S. 
Representatives had a “pro-life rating” (from National 
Right to Life) of 50% or less. This would not be possible if 
Catholics voted, and insisted elected officials conducted 
their private and public lives, consistent with the magiste-
rial teachings of Holy Mother Church. If Catholics so 
voted we would not now be debating the nature of reli-
gious freedom in this country. If Catholics so voted we 
would not be witnessing the central government intrude 
into our private lives to such an odious degree.

We are witnessing the results of slothful living and think-
ing, by ourselves, our friends, and our church leadership. 
When is the last time you reminded the priests in your 
parish that we need sermons proclaiming the pro-life 
message in clear and unmistakable terms? We have 
fallen into one of two traps: either we (somewhat smugly) 
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norance is not an excuse. The teachings are readily avail-
able to those that seek to know. Read Humanae Vitae. It 
is surprisingly short and unfortunately little read or stud-
ied.

In other situations we may have passively participated by 
not challenging statements that promote ignorance and 
deceive the reader or listener; such as, Planned Parent-
hood is merely trying to provide poor women, especially 
minorities, access to health care. The fact is the nation’s 
largest abortion-provider was started by a Nazi sympa-
thizer who advanced despicable eugenics principles. In 
Margaret Sanger’s words:

 We don’t want the word to go out that we want to ex-
terminate the Negro population. (Letter to Dr. Cla-
rence Gamble);

 Eugenic sterilization is an urgent need … We must 
prevent multiplication of this bad stock. (Birth Control 
Review, 1939);

 Our failure to segregate morons who are increasing 
and multiplying … [who are] a dead weight of human 
waste … [results in] the dictates of an ever-
increasing, unceasingly spawning class of human 
beings who never should have been born at all. (Pivot 
of Civilization, 1922);

 The most merciful thing a family does to one of its 
infant members is to kill it. (The Woman Rebel, 1:1, 
1922).

We must resist the premise that we separate our religious 
views from our public lives and statements. This absurd 
position really means that we want only hypocrites to be 
our political and public leaders. Further this separation of 
belief from conduct seems to apply only to those promot-
ing the Truths of Jesus Christ and His Chruch. 

And that must stop. 
. 
Gary Sims

believe we would be “preaching to the choir” in our parish 
and so preaching such fundamental Truths is unneces-
sary; or we recognize that in all likelihood enough of our 
parish families embrace one or more of these (evil) prac-
tices that we would make too many people uncomfortable 
and they might leave. The first instance is ignorance-
based while the second runs the risk of turning the Catho-
lic Church into a comfy-chair of moral cowardice.

We must defend the Truth in our daily lives. We cannot 
allow snide comments about the Church, or the pro-life 
message to go unchallenged. For example:

 There is a profound basis for the Church’s opposition 
to artificial contraception. We are living in a society of 
increasing illegitimate rates while continuing to be-
moan the plight of the poor, which is increasingly a 
victim of generational contraception abuse.

 Artificial conception has elevated the disregard of the 
importance of intact families. In vitro fertilization cre-
ates human life through illicit means and results in 
killing “excess” embryonic life. Surrogacy has led to 
whole new legal cases, and theory, over the nature of 
parenthood and turned the blessing of life into a con-
tract of diabolical terms. 

 Pornography is a continuing, and growing, blight on 
our society. Its increasingly easy availability is expos-
ing younger and younger people to its aberrant por-
trayal of human sexuality. 

 Homosexuality, and in particular the “homosexual 
lifestyle," has become the “third rail” of social com-
mentary. No public figure dare criticize the active ho-
mosexual lifestyle, or by extension, heterosexual for-
nication. The public ridicule would be withering. 

These are all problems facing our national, and local, 
communities. We each contributed to them in so many 
ways, large and small. In some cases we may have been 
actively engaging in practices the Church condemns. Ig-

DLIPC Representative
(Continued from previous page)

Faith or Sentimentalism

Your feelings do matter to me, and I do not take them lightly. However, our end goal should not be simply to restore 
good feelings. No, there is something greater than good feelings at stake, as good feelings come and go. Much deeper 
than feelings, what these priests have been sent to offer, is Jesus Christ, He who suffered with and like you, who died 
for you, and who has been raised to new life, so that you might have lasting joy, lasting hope, and lasting peace – eter-
nal life. The reality of following Jesus is not at every moment full of good feelings; neither Jesus Himself, in His human 
nature, nor Mary, nor the Apostles were even granted that gift of freedom from painful emotions. By allowing ourselves, 
with openness, to enter into the mystery of His Church and His Sacraments we find that deep inner joy which passing 
emotions can’t eradicate.

As Christ’s Church, we profess faith in one Holy Spirit – the same Spirit that descended upon the apostles at Pentecost, 
the third person of the Blessed Trinity. It is this same Spirit that guided the early Church; has led the Church through 
two millennia, and will lead her until the end of time. The same Spirit that led the Church from the beginning and 
through the Second Vatican Council leads her today – and His message is the same, it cannot change. To think other-
wise, or to claim that the hierarchy in union with the Pope, and the People of God might receive conflicting direction 
from the Spirit, would be mistaken. There is only one Holy Spirit. He is the Spirit poured out on the Church, which 
Christ, Himself, established.

Bishop Robert Morlino, Diocese of Madison (Link)
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It has been almost a half a year since the new translation 
of the Roman Missal entered general use in Advent. 
While I am pleased with the changes, I sometimes still 
say the old responses out of habit.  I have started using 
the new mass collects instead of the closing prayers in 
the Liturgy of the Hours, and I find them so much richer in 
expression and they really enhance the prayer experi-
ence.  I am looking forward to a new translation of the 
Liturgy of the Hours; there is much that could benefit from 
a reworking from a perspective of authentic translation 
and the beauty of prayer language.  For example,  I would 
like to see the closing of Psalm 90 change from the cur-
rent “give success to the work of our hands” to something 
closer to what is found in the Douay-Rheims, which has 
“the work of our hands do thou direct.”

The difference in perspective between these two transla-
tions is emblematic of the problem the new translation of 
the Roman Missal is intended to address; loose transla-
tions or even paraphrases which distort the meaning of 
the text. I recognize I am not qualified to comment on the 
technical merit of the Grail Psalter translation as found in 
the Liturgy of the Hours; yet what I see and contrast is the 
resulting text, the first  places God at our disposal to 
serve us, the second places ourselves at God’s disposal. 

Shall I imperiously demand of God to make me success-
ful, or shall I offer my labors to God at His direction? I 
cannot but think that the team of St Jerome, the Rheims 
translators, and Bishop Challoner have given us a transla-
tion that enhances the Christological component, thus 
lifting the veil just a bit more for us, as Jesus did for the 
disciples on the road to Emmaus.

There is a deformed ecclesiology that says “we are the 
body of Christ so the institutional church should pay atten-
tion and conform to us.” Contrary to this nonsense, the 
parts of the body depend on the head to live, and the 
head is the source of Life and Truth, and as such, the 
path; the Way. The head, Christ, speaks through his 
Apostles, to whom he said “whoever hears you, hears 
me.” Hand shouldn’t say to foot “I don’t need you,” much 
less to the head! Let us be docile, needed, and precious 
parts of the body; let us hear the head speak, and let us 
walk in the Way, love in the Life, and live in the Truth 
united with the mind of Christ, rather than our own opin-
ions.

Mark Gross
Editor

From the Peace and Justice Promoter

(Continued on next page)

The Key Principles of the Social Doctrine of the Catholic 
Church, Part II

The initial article, published in the January 2012 edition of 
Truth be Told, covered the key social doctrine encyclicals 
of the popes from Leo XIII to John Paul II.   As noted ear-
lier, this article reviews one of two remaining Encyclicals 
on the social doctrine of the Catholic Church, namely 
Centesimus Annus authored by Pope John Paul II. The 
third article will consider Pope Benedict XVI’s Caritas et 
Veritas.  The aim of this sequence of articles is to review 
the major encyclicals and the Magisterium on the key 
principles of the Church’s social doctrine.  The final article 
will examine these principles as it applies to the modern 
world.

Centesimus Annus.  On the 100th anniversary of the 
publication of Rerum Novarum, John Paul II published his 
encyclical on the Church’s social doctrine, Centesimus 
Annus.  In that Encyclical, the Pope recalled his prede-
cessors’ terms for “solidarity,” which included Pope Leo 
XII’s term “friendship” in society, Pope Pius XI’s term 
“social charity,” and Pope Paul VI’s concept of a 
“civilization of love.” John Paul II took up “anew one of the 
fundamental principles of the Christian view of social and 
political organization” that it is a relationship between God 

From the Editor

and man and that God “imprinted his own image and like-
ness on man . . ., conferring upon him an incomparable 
dignity[.]” In other words, there exists a communion 
among all humanity in charity with God. 

Natural right to private property.  Among other princi-
ples, Centesimus Annus affirms the natural right to own-
ership of private property and the limits of that right; the 
rights and the responsibilities of workers and employers 
to organize; the rights and responsibilities to adequate 
periods of rest, recreation, and the safe and hygienic con-
ditions of work, as well as a just wage sufficient for the 
family; and the right to religious freedom.  

The Gospel duty of each Person about the Use of 
Goods.  John Paul II ratified Pope Leo XII’s statement in 
Rerum Novarum proclaiming the “natural character of the 
right to private property” rejecting the various forms of 19th

Century socialism.  The Pope affirmed Leo XIII’s position 
on the “use” of goods, by stating such use “is marked by 
freedom, is subordinated to their original common desti-
nation as created goods, as well as to the will of Jesus 
Christ as expressed in the Gospel.”  John Paul II quotes 
Leo XIII’s encyclical stating, “those whom fortune favours 
are admonished . . . that they should tremble at the warn-
ings of Jesus Christ . . . and that a most strict account 
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business earns a profit, it “means that productive factors 
have been properly employed and corresponding human 
needs have been duly satisfied.”  Profitability is only one 
factor, for a business purpose can be found “in its very 
existence as a community of persons who in various ways 
are endeavouring to satisfy their basic needs . . .”  In ad-
dition to profit, “other human and moral factors must also 
be considered which, in the longer term, are at least 
equally important for the life of a business.”

The market economy oriented towards the common 
good.  As noted by the Pope, does the fact that the de-
mise of institutional atheistic communism and/or socialism 
leaves “capitalism [as] the victorious social system, and 
that capitalism should be the goal of the countries now 
making efforts to rebuild their economy and society?”  
The Pope answers,

“If by ‘capitalism’ is meant an economic system which 
recognizes the fundamental and positive role of business, 
the market, private property and the resulting responsibil-
ity for the means of production, as well as free human 
creativity in the economic sector, then the answer is cer-
tainly in the affirmative, even though it would perhaps be 
more appropriate to speak of a ‘business economy’, 
‘market economy’ or simply ‘free economy.”

However, without reserve, the Pope notes, “if by 
‘capitalism’ is meant a system in which freedom in the 
economic sector is not circumscribed within a strong judi-
cial framework which places it in the service of human 
freedom in its totality, and which sees it as a particular 
aspect of that freedom, the core of which is ethical and 
religious, then the reply is certainly negative.”  Pope John 
Paul II notes that the Marxist solution has failed and mar-
ginalization and exploitation continues; and that there is a 
risk that “radical capitalistic ideology” [“laissez faire” capi-
talism] will spread that resists consideration of the human 
condition and the material and moral depravity that exists.

The Church offers “her social teaching as an indispensa-
ble and ideal orientation[ that] recognizes the positive 
value of the market and of enterprise, but which at the 
same time points out that these need to be oriented to-
wards the common good.”   

The universal destination of material wealth.  By work, 
“man commits himself, not only for his own sake but also 
for others and with others.  Each person collaborates in 
the work of others and for their good.  Man works in order 
to provide for the needs of his family, his community, his 
nation, and ultimately all humanity. Moreover, he collabo-
rates in the work of his fellow employees, as well as in the 
work of suppliers and in the customers’ use of goods in a 
progressively expanding chain of solidarity.”  John Paul II 
notes that when ownership is just “and services useful 
work” it is legitimate; yet if profit is used not to expand the 

must be given to the Supreme Judge for the use of all 
they possess[.]”  John Paul II also cites Leo XIII’s refer-
ences to Thomas Aquinas’ teaching, stating, “how must 
one’s possessions be used?”  In reply and in reliance 
upon the judgment of Christ, the Church professes 
“without hesitation that man should not consider his mate-
rial possessions as his own, but as common to all . . .” All 
of the popes since Leo XIII “have repeated this twofold 
affirmation: the necessity and therefore the legitimacy of 
private ownership, as well as the limits which are imposed 
on it.”  Beyond the nature of private property, it has a so-
cial function which is based on the law of the common 
purpose of goods.”  

This common purpose is not a charge to the government 
to take custody of each person’s goods, to disproportion-
ate taxation, or to control the usage of goods.   

Human Freedom and Economics. The Pope notes the 
positive aspects of the “modern business economy.” This 
economy, he states, is based on “human freedom exer-
cised in the economic field, just as it is exercised in many 
other fields.  Economic activity is indeed but one sector of 
a great variety of human activities, and like every other 
sector, it includes the right to freedom, as well as the duty 
of making responsible use of freedom.”  The Pope ac-
knowledges that historically that land was a decisive fac-
tor of production and later capital, but he notes—almost 
prophetically—that the modern decisive factor is 
“increasingly man himself, that is, his knowledge, espe-
cially his scientific knowledge. . .”  In other words, he pro-
fesses the modern information technological age of the 
21st Century.

The Efficiency of the Free Market, Trade Unions, and 
Free Associations.  Human freedom is a key factor in 
response to human needs.  He notes that “the free market
is the most efficient instrument for utilizing resources and 
effectively responding to needs.”  Obviously, this is only 
true for those people who have purchasing power and 
goods or skills that are marketable.  However, “there are 
many human needs which find no place on the market.”  
Fundamental human needs must be satisfied.  Needy 
people should be educated and able to gain the expertise 
to enter the marketplace, and “to develop their skills in 
order to make the best use” of abilities.  Toward this goal, 
the Pope reinforces the right of existence of trade unions 
and workers’ organizations. 

The Role of Profit, and, other Human and Moral Fac-
tors.  The Pope proposes “a society of free work, of en-
terprise, and of participation. Such a society is not di-
rected against the market, but demands that the market 
be appropriately controlled by the forces of society and by 
the State, so as to guarantee that the basic needs of the 
whole of society are satisfied.”  He notes that the Church 
“acknowledges the legitimate role of profit. . .”  When a 
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recognition of those rights.”   The first among these is the 
right to life, “of which is the right of the child to develop in 
the mother’s womb from the moment of conception; the 
right to live in a united family and in a moral environment 
conducive to the growth of the child’s personality; the right 
to develop one’s intelligence and freedom in seeking and 
knowing the truth; the right to share in the work which 
makes wise use of the earth’s material resources, and to 
derive from that work the mans to support oneself and 
one’s dependents; and the right to freely to establish a 
family, to have and to rear children through the responsi-
ble use of one’s sexuality.”

The Government in the Economic Sector.  John Paul II 
affirms repeatedly the transcendent dignity of the human 
person.  The principles of adherence to the truth and to 
the dignity of each person also plays a role when the gov-
ernment is involved in the economic sector. 

Economic activity cannot be conducted in a vacuum; but 
on the contrary, the Pope says, “it presupposes sure 
guarantees of individual freedom and private property, as 
well as a stable currency and efficient public services.”  
The principle the “task of the State is to guarantee this 
security, so that those who work and produce can enjoy 
the fruits of their labors and thus feel encouraged to work 
efficiently and honestly.” 

Corruption.  The scandal of economic and political insta-
bility, “together with the corruption of public officials and 
the spread of improper sources of growing rich and of 
easy profits deriving from illegal or purely speculative ac-
tivities, constitutes one of the chief obstacles to develop-
ment and to the economic order.”

Limited function of Government.  Another function of 
the government is to oversee and direct the exercise of 
human rights in the economic sector.  The primary re-
sponsibility does not belong to the government, but to 
“individuals and to the various groups and associations 
which make up society.”  The economic sector is not with-
out governance by the state, as it is the government’s 
“duty to sustain business activities by creating conditions 
which will ensure job opportunities, by stimulating those 
activities where they are lacking or by supporting them in 
moments of crisis.” He does not reference any stimulus 
as an increase in government spending. The Pope notes 
that intervention is appropriate from time to time, but must 
be justified by urgent reasons touching the common good, 
and that it “must be as brief as possible, so as to avoid 
removing permanently from society and business systems 
the functions which are properly theirs. . .”

Welfare State supplants Principle of Subsidiarity.  The 
excessive “sphere of State intervention” can have a detri-
mental effect on both economic and civil freedom.  He 
notes that such intervention has “vastly expanded . . . to 

opportunity for work and wealth of society, “but rather is 
the result of curbing them or of illicit exploitation, specula-
tion or the breaking of solidarity among working people . . 
.” it is illegitimate and immoral.

John Paul II noted that the Church’s social teaching is “an 
indispensable and ideal orientation, a teaching which, as 
already mentioned, recognizes the positive value of the 
market and of enterprise, but which at the same time 
points out that these need to be oriented towards the 
common good.”  The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
states that the “common good” is known as “the sum total 
of social conditions which allow people, either as groups 
or as individuals, to reach their fulfillment more fully and 
more easily.”  It presupposes “respect for the person” and 
the “fundamental and inalienable rights of the human per-
son.”  The common good requires the social well-being 
and development of an entire community or nation.  And, 
the common good requires peace that is based on the 
stability and the security of a just order.

Organizing of Society.  Comparable to a classical analy-
sis of the American constitutional philosophy, the Pope 
recalled the organizing of society on the basis of three 
separate powers: legislative, executive, and judicial.  
“Such an ordering reflects a realistic vision of man’s social 
nature, which calls for legislation capable of protecting the 
freedom of all.”  The power of each branch of government 
must be balanced by other powers “and by other spheres 
of responsibility which keep [the government] within 
proper bounds.”  As the Holy Father notes, “[t]his is the 
principle of the ‘rule of law’, in which the law is sovereign, 
and not the arbitrary will of individuals.”  The Church re-
jects the totalitarian form of government, as it “tends to 
absorb within itself the nation, society, the family, religious 
groups and individuals themselves.”   

Truth is the Guide.  The Pope notes that the Church 
“values the democratic system inasmuch as it ensures the 
participation of citizens in making political choices, guar-
antees to the governed the possibility of both electing and 
holding accountable those who govern them, and of re-
placing them through peaceful means when appropriate.”  
However, where there “is no ultimate truth to guide and 
direct political activity, then ideas and convictions can 
easily be manipulated for reasons of power.  As history 
demonstrates, a democracy without values easily turns 
into open or thinly disguised totalitarianism.” What is es-
sential to governance and to freedom is by “accepting the 
truth.”  A true Christian “upholds freedom and serves it, 
constantly offering to others the truth which he has 
known ...”

Human Rights and the Fundamental Right to Life.  As 
nations and societies reform themselves and work toward 
a solid foundation, it is important they give “lively attention 
to and concern for human rights. . . through the explicit 
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calls for specific ethical and religious values, as well as 
changes of mentality, behavior and structures.”

Recap.   The subject matter of Centesimus Annus in-
cludes, but is not limited to, the concept of the right to pri-
vate property in conformance of the natural law; human 
freedom and economics; the free market system, trade 
unions, and free associations; the role of profit in econom-
ics and moral factors; the success of the market economy 
and how it should be oriented to the common good; the 
universal destination of material wealth and goods; the 
respect of and dignity of humanity; the need of truth in 
society; human rights and the most fundamental among 
them being the right to life; the limited function of govern-
ment; the dangers of the social welfare state, how the 
welfare state supplants the principle of subsidiarity, the 
bureaucratic way of thinking, and the enormous increase 
in spending; the concrete commitment to solidarity and 
charity, and support for the traditional family; and the 
need for truth, justice, and grace in helping the poor and 
all of society.  

Next time.   The next article in this series will review 
Pope Benedict’s encyclical entitled Caritas et Veritas on 
the social doctrine of the Catholic Church.

Obiter Dictum.   In Centesimus Annus, John 
Paul II reflected on the lively attention the modern world 
gives to human rights.  Every right enjoyed by humanity is 
hinged to the premier right we all enjoy by nature: the 
right to life, born and unborn, young and old, incapaci-
tated, disabled, etc.   For nearly 40 years, the abortion 
mentality has poisoned our family life and our national 
debates; causing a deep divide in our political, religious, 
and cultural institutions.  Its caustic rationale has de-
stroyed logical thinking and right order in pursuing the 
common good.  It violates the natural law despite its sanc-
tion by a nefarious Supreme Court opinion.  

To sanction the legal killing of innocent persons has a 
price.  This recurrent crime against innocent persons has 
hardened the collective heart of our Nation, has created a 
social tolerance for other wrongs and crimes, and has set 
us free from the safe harbor of truth and justice.   All of 
the good sought through social justice work is for naught 
unless we first pursue the legal and actual protection of 
the most innocent persons among us.   To change the 
culture mindset about abortion is the forerunner in work-
ing for and actually achieving true social justice.

John C. Keenan, J.D., O.P.L.
Lay Promoter
Peace & Justice

the points of creating a new type of State, the so-called 
‘Welfare State.’”   While intended to do good things, 
“excesses and abuses, especially in recent years, have 
provided very harsh criticisms of the . . . ‘Social Assis-
tance State.’”  Forcefully, the Pope argues that this is 
where the ”principle of subsidiarity must be respected: a 
community of a higher order should not interfere in the 
internal life of a community of a lower order, depriving the 
latter of its functions, but rather should support it in case 
of need and help to coordinate its activity with the activi-
ties of the rest of society, always with a view to the com-
mon good.”

The Social irresponsibility of the Welfare State.  Enor-
mous increase in Spending.  The Pope also warns that 
where the “Social Assistance State” intervenes directly 
and deprives society of its responsibility, it leads to a “loss 
of human energies and an inordinate increase in public 
agencies, which are dominated more by bureaucratic 
ways of thinking than by concern for serving their clients, 
and which are accompanied by an enormous increase in 
spending.”  He notes that those closest to is best to help 
the refugees, immigrants, the elderly, the sick, and others 
in need of assistance by those closest to them, by “those 
who offer them genuine fraternal support, in addition to 
necessary care.”

Evangelization Plays a Role in Culture.  Neither the 
state nor the market is the final purpose of life in society.   
“Life itself has a unique value which the State and the 
market must serve.”  Mankind is above all, a “being who 
seeks the truth and strives to live in that truth[.]”  It is in 
this search of truth, renewed with in our posterity, ”the 
culture of a nation derives its character.”  Evangelization 
plays a role in the culture of many nations.  The Church 
renders a service to humankind by preaching the truth; 
“and by preaching the truth about the Redemption,” 
whereby Our Lord has saved mankind and united all peo-
ple, “making them responsible to one another.” 

To Trust the Poor.  “This is the culture which is hoped 
for, one which fosters trust in the human potential of the 
poor, and consequently in their ability to improve their 
condition through work or to make a positive contribution 
to economic prosperity.”   Love for others—the love of the 
poor first among them—requires promotion of justice.  
Justice will be attained when “people see in the poor per-
son, who is asking for help in order to survive, not an an-
noyance or a burden, but an opportunity to show kindness 
and a chance for greater enrichment.”   The gift of grace, 
“a gift which comes from God[,] in cooperation with hu-
man freedom, constitutes that mysterious presence of 
God in history which is Providence.”

Summation.  In closing, the Pope noted that problem 
cannot be just the matter of economic production or law, 
social organization or more taxpayers’ money, “but also 
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The Door of Faith
Benedict XVI

1. The “door of faith” (Acts 14:27) is always open for us, 
ushering us into the life of communion with God and offer-
ing entry into his Church. It is possible to cross that 
threshold when the word of God is proclaimed and the 
heart allows itself to be shaped by transforming grace. To 
enter through that door is to set out on a journey that lasts 
a lifetime. It begins with baptism (cf. Rom 6:4), through 
which we can address God as Father, and it ends with the 
passage through death to eternal life, fruit of the resurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus, whose will it was, by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, to draw those who believe in him into his own 
glory (cf. Jn 17:22). To profess faith in the Trinity – Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit – is to believe in one God who is 
Love (cf. 1 Jn 4:8): the Father, who in the fullness of time 
sent his Son for our salvation; Jesus Christ, who in the 
mystery of his death and resurrection redeemed the 
world; the Holy Spirit, who leads the Church across the 
centuries as we await the Lord’s glorious return.

2. Ever since the start of my ministry as Successor of Pe-
ter, I have spoken of the need to rediscover the journey of 
faith so as to shed ever clearer light on the joy and re-
newed enthusiasm of the encounter with Christ. During 
the homily at the Mass marking the inauguration of my 
pontificate I said: “The Church as a whole and all her Pas-
tors, like Christ, must set out to lead people out of the de-
sert, towards the place of life, towards friendship with the 
Son of God, towards the One who gives us life, and life in 
abundance.” It often happens that Christians are more 
concerned for the social, cultural and political conse-
quences of their commitment, continuing to think of the 
faith as a self-evident presupposition for life in society. In 
reality, not only can this presupposition no longer be 
taken for granted, but it is often openly denied. Whereas 
in the past it was possible to recognize a unitary cultural 
matrix, broadly accepted in its appeal to the content of the 
faith and the values inspired by it, today this no longer 
seems to be the case in large swathes of society, be-
cause of a profound crisis of faith that has affected many 
people.

3. We cannot accept that salt should become tasteless or 
the light be kept hidden (cf. Mt 5:13-16). The people of 
today can still experience the need to go to the well, like 
the Samaritan woman, in order to hear Jesus, who invites 
us to believe in him and to draw upon the source of living 
water welling up within him (cf. Jn 4:14). We must redis-
cover a taste for feeding ourselves on the word of God, 
faithfully handed down by the Church, and on the bread of 
life, offered as sustenance for his disciples (cf. Jn 6:51). 
Indeed, the teaching of Jesus still resounds in our day 
with the same power: “Do not labor for the food which 
perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal 
life” (Jn 6:27). The question posed by his listeners is the 
same that we ask today: “What must we do, to be doing 

the works of God?” (Jn 6:28). We know Jesus’ reply: “This 
is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 
sent” (Jn 6:29). Belief in Jesus Christ, then, is the way to 
arrive definitively at salvation.

4. In the light of all this, I have decided to announce a 
Year of Faith. It will begin on 11 October 2012, the fiftieth 
anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, and it will end on the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Universal King, on 24 November 2013. The start-
ing date of 11 October 2012 also marks the twentieth an-
niversary of the publication of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, a text promulgated by my Predecessor, 
Blessed John Paul II, with a view to illustrating for all the 
faithful the power and beauty of the faith. This document, 
an authentic fruit of the Second Vatican Council, was re-
quested by the Extraordinary Synod of Bishops in 1985 
as an instrument at the service of catechesis and it was 
produced in collaboration with all the bishops of the 
Catholic Church. Moreover, the theme of the General As-
sembly of the Synod of Bishops that I have convoked for 
October 2012 is “The New Evangelization for the Trans-
mission of the Christian Faith”. This will be a good oppor-
tunity to usher the whole Church into a time of particular 
reflection and rediscovery of the faith. It is not the first 
time that the Church has been called to celebrate a Year 
of Faith. My venerable Predecessor the Servant of God 
Paul VI announced one in 1967, to commemorate the 
martyrdom of Saints Peter and Paul on the 19th centen-
ary of their supreme act of witness. He thought of it as a 
solemn moment for the whole Church to make “an au-
thentic and sincere profession of the same faith”; more-
over, he wanted this to be confirmed in a way that was 
“individual and collective, free and conscious, inward and 
outward, humble and frank”. He thought that in this way 
the whole Church could reappropriate “exact knowledge 
of the faith, so as to reinvigorate it, purify it, confirm it, and 
confess it”. The great upheavals of that year made even 
more evident the need for a celebration of this kind. It 
concluded with the Credo of the People of God, intended 
to show how much the essential content that for centuries 
has formed the heritage of all believers needs to be con-
firmed, understood and explored ever anew, so as to bear 
consistent witness in historical circumstances very differ-
ent from those of the past.

5. In some respects, my venerable predecessor saw this 
Year as a “consequence and a necessity of the postcon-
ciliar period”, fully conscious of the grave difficulties of the 
time, especially with regard to the profession of the true 
faith and its correct interpretation. It seemed to me that 
timing the launch of the Year of Faith to coincide with the 
fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican 
Council would provide a good opportunity to help people 
understand that the texts bequeathed by the Council Fa-
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7. “Caritas Christi urget nos” (2 Cor 5:14): it is the love of 
Christ that fills our hearts and impels us to evangelize. 
Today as in the past, he sends us through the highways 
of the world to proclaim his Gospel to all the peoples of 
the earth (cf. Mt 28:19). Through his love, Jesus Christ 
attracts to himself the people of every generation: in every 
age he convokes the Church, entrusting her with the proc-
lamation of the Gospel by a mandate that is ever new. 
Today too, there is a need for stronger ecclesial commit-
ment to new evangelization in order to rediscover the joy 
of believing and the enthusiasm for communicating the 
faith. In rediscovering his love day by day, the missionary 
commitment of believers attains force and vigor that can 
never fade away. Faith grows when it is lived as an ex-
perience of love received and when it is communicated as 
an experience of grace and joy. It makes us fruitful, be-
cause it expands our hearts in hope and enables us to 
bear life-giving witness: indeed, it opens the hearts and 
minds of those who listen to respond to the Lord’s invita-
tion to adhere to his word and become his disciples. Be-
lievers, so Saint Augustine tells us, “strengthen them-
selves by believing”. The saintly Bishop of Hippo had 
good reason to express himself in this way. As we know, 
his life was a continual search for the beauty of the faith 
until such time as his heart would find rest in God. His 
extensive writings, in which he explains the importance of 
believing and the truth of the faith, continue even now to 
form a heritage of incomparable riches, and they still help 
many people in search of God to find the right path to-
wards the “door of faith”.

Only through believing, then, does faith grow and become 
stronger; there is no other possibility for possessing certi-
tude with regard to one’s life apart from self-
abandonment, in a continuous crescendo, into the hands 
of a love that seems to grow constantly because it has its 
origin in God. 

8. On this happy occasion, I wish to invite my brother 
bishops from all over the world to join the Successor of 
Peter, during this time of spiritual grace that the Lord of-
fers us, in recalling the precious gift of faith. We want to 
celebrate this Year in a worthy and fruitful manner. Re-
flection on the faith will have to be intensified, so as to 
help all believers in Christ to acquire a more conscious 
and vigorous adherence to the Gospel, especially at a 
time of profound change such as humanity is currently 
experiencing. We will have the opportunity to profess our 
faith in the Risen Lord in our cathedrals and in the 
churches of the whole world; in our homes and among 
our families, so that everyone may feel a strong need to 
know better and to transmit to future generations the faith 
of all times. Religious communities as well as parish com-
munities, and all ecclesial bodies old and new, are to find 

thers, in the words of Blessed John Paul II, “have lost 
nothing of their value or brilliance. They need to be read 
correctly, to be widely known and taken to heart as impor-
tant and normative texts of the Magisterium, within the 
Church's Tradition ... I feel more than ever in duty bound 
to point to the Council as the great grace bestowed on the 
Church in the twentieth century: there we find a sure com-
pass by which to take our bearings in the century now 
beginning.” I would also like to emphasize strongly what I 
had occasion to say concerning the Council a few months 
after my election as Successor of Peter: “if we interpret 
and implement it guided by a right hermeneutic, it can be 
and can become increasingly powerful for the ever neces-
sary renewal of the Church.”

6. The renewal of the Church is also achieved through the 
witness offered by the lives of believers: by their very ex-
istence in the world, Christians are called to radiate the 
word of truth that the Lord Jesus has left us. The Council 
itself, in the Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium, said 
this: While “Christ, ‘holy, innocent and undefiled’ (Heb
7:26) knew nothing of sin (cf. 2 Cor 5:21), but came only 
to expiate the sins of the people (cf. Heb 2:17)... the 
Church ... clasping sinners to its bosom, at once holy and 
always in need of purification, follows constantly the path 
of penance and renewal. The Church, ‘like a stranger in a 
foreign land, presses forward amid the persecutions of 
the world and the consolations of God’, announcing the 
cross and death of the Lord until he comes (cf. 1 Cor
11:26). But by the power of the risen Lord it is given 
strength to overcome, in patience and in love, its sorrow 
and its difficulties, both those that are from within and 
those that are from without, so that it may reveal in the 
world, faithfully, although with shadows, the mystery of its 
Lord until, in the end, it shall be manifested in full light.”

The Year of Faith, from this perspective, is a summons to 
an authentic and renewed conversion to the Lord, the one 
Savior of the world. In the mystery of his death and resur-
rection, God has revealed in its fullness the Love that 
saves and calls us to conversion of life through the for-
giveness of sins (cf. Acts 5:31). For Saint Paul, this Love 
ushers us into a new life: “We were buried ... with him by 
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in new-
ness of life” (Rom 6:4). Through faith, this new life shapes 
the whole of human existence according to the radical 
new reality of the resurrection. To the extent that he freely 
cooperates, man’s thoughts and affections, mentality and 
conduct are slowly purified and transformed, on a journey 
that is never completely finished in this life. “Faith working 
through love” (Gal 5:6) becomes a new criterion of under-
standing and action that changes the whole of man’s life 
(cf. Rom 12:2; Col 3:9-10; Eph 4:20-29; 2 Cor 5:17).

(Continued on next page)
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stable foundation that is Christ the Lord. You have re-
ceived it and recited it, but in your minds and hearts you 
must keep it ever present, you must repeat it in your 
beds, recall it in the public squares and not forget it during 
meals: even when your body is asleep, you must watch 
over it with your hearts.”

10. At this point I would like to sketch a path intended to 
help us understand more profoundly not only the content 
of the faith, but also the act by which we choose to entrust 
ourselves fully to God, in complete freedom. In fact, there 
exists a profound unity between the act by which we be-
lieve and the content to which we give our assent. Saint 
Paul helps us to enter into this reality when he writes: 
“Man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he 
confesses with his lips and so is saved” (Rom 10:10). The 
heart indicates that the first act by which one comes to 
faith is God’s gift and the action of grace which acts and 
transforms the person deep within.

The second half will be in the next issue—Ed

Given in Rome, at Saint Peter’s, on 11 October in the 
year 2011, the seventh of my Pontificate.

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI (Link)

A Call to Catholic Men of Faith
Bishop Daniel R. Jenky of Peoria

a way, during this Year, to make a public profession of the 
Credo. 

9. We want this Year to arouse in every believer the aspi-
ration to profess the faith in fullness and with renewed 
conviction, with confidence and hope. It will also be a 
good opportunity to intensify the celebration of the faith in 
the liturgy, especially in the Eucharist, which is “the sum-
mit towards which the activity of the Church is directed; ... 
and also the source from which all its power flows.” At the 
same time, we make it our prayer that believers’ witness
of life may grow in credibility. To rediscover the content of 
the faith that is professed, celebrated, lived and prayed, 
and to reflect on the act of faith, is a task that every be-
liever must make his own, especially in the course of this 
Year.

Not without reason, Christians in the early centuries were 
required to learn the creed from memory. It served them 
as a daily prayer not to forget the commitment they had 
undertaken in baptism. With words rich in meaning, Saint 
Augustine speaks of this in a homily on the redditio sym-
boli, the handing over of the creed: “the symbol of the 
holy mystery that you have all received together and that 
today you have recited one by one, are the words on 
which the faith of Mother Church is firmly built above the 

There is only one basic reason why Christianity exists and 
that is the fact that Jesus Christ truly rose from the grave. 

The disciples never expected the resurrection. The unani-
mous testimony of all four Gospels is that the terrible 
death of Jesus on the cross entirely dashed all their 
hopes about Jesus and about his message. He was dead, 
and that was the end of it. They looked for nothing more, 
and they expected nothing more. 

So as much as they had loved him, in their eyes Jesus 
was a failed messiah. His dying seemed to entirely rob 
both his teaching and even his miracles of any lasting 
significance.

And they were clearly terrified that his awful fate, at the 
hands of the Sanhedrin and the Romans, could easily 
become their awful fate. So they hid, trembling with terror, 
behind shuttered windows and locked doors.

When the Risen Christ suddenly appeared in their midst, 
their reaction was shocked incredulity. They simply could 
not believe their own eyes. (Continued on next page)
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Reality only very slowly began to penetrate their con-
sciousness when Jesus offers proof of his resurrection. 
He shows them the wounds on his hands, his feet, and 
his side. Jesus even allowed them to touch him. He 
breaks bread with them and eats with them. And only 
then could they admit to themselves what had seemed 
absolutely impossible – the one who had truly died had 
truly risen! The Crucified now stood before them as their 
Risen, glorious, triumphant Lord.

His rising from the grave was every bit as real as his dy-
ing on the cross. The resurrection was the manifest proof 
of the invincible power of Almighty God. The inescapable 
fact of the resurrection confirmed every word Jesus had 
ever spoken and every work Jesus had ever done.

The Gospel was the truth. Jesus was the Christ, the 
promised Messiah of Israel. Jesus was the Savior of the 
world. Jesus was the very Son of God.

There is no other explanation for Christianity. It should 
have died out and entirely disappeared when Christ died 
and was buried, except for the fact that Christ was truly 
risen, and that during the 40 days before his Ascension, 
he interacted with his Apostles and disciples, and on one 
occasion even with hundreds of his followers.

Today’s appointed Gospel reading for this Saturday in the 
Octave of Easter is taken from the 16th Chapter of Mark. 
It concludes with a command from the lips of Jesus, given 
to his disciples, given to the whole Church, given to you 
and me assembled here today: “Go into the whole world 
and proclaim the Gospel to every creature.”

We heard in today’s Second Reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles that the same Sanhedrin that had condemned 
Jesus was amazed at the boldness of Peter and John. 
Perceiving them to be uneducated, ordinary men, they 
recognized them as companions of Jesus. They warned 
them never again to teach, or speak to anyone, in the 
name of Jesus. 

But the elders and the scribes might as well have tried to 
turn back the tide, or hold back an avalanche. Peter and 
John had seen the Risen Christ with their own eyes. Peter 
and John were filled with the Holy Spirit. They asked 
whether it is right “in the sight of God for us to obey you 
rather than God. It is impossible for us not to speak about 
what we have seen and heard.”

And Peter and John and all the Apostles, starting first in 
Jerusalem in Judea and Galilee and then to the very ends 
of the earth, announced the Resurrection and the Good 
News to everyone they encountered.

According to the clear testimony of the Scriptures, these 
Apostles had once been rather ordinary men – like you 

and me. Their faith hadn’t always been strong. They 
made mistakes. They committed sins. They were often 
afraid and confused.

But meeting the Risen Lord had changed everything 
about these first disciples, and knowing the Risen Lord 
should also change everything about us.

You know, it has never been easy to be a Christian and 
it’s not supposed to be easy! The world, the flesh, and the 
devil will always love their own, and will always hate us. 
As Jesus once predicted, they hated me, they will cer-
tainly hate you. 

But our Faith, when it is fully lived, is a fighting faith and a 
fearless faith. Grounded in the power of the resurrection, 
there is nothing in this world, and nothing in hell, that can 
ultimately defeat God’s one, true, holy, Catholic, and Ap-
ostolic Church. 

For 2,000 years the enemies of Christ have certainly tried 
their best. But think about it. The Church survived and 
even flourished during centuries of terrible persecution, 
during the days of the Roman Empire.

The Church survived barbarian invasions. The Church 
survived wave after wave of Jihads. The Church survived 
the age of revolution. The Church survived Nazism and 
Communism. 

And in the power of the resurrection, the Church will sur-
vive the hatred of Hollywood, the malice of the media, and 
the mendacious wickedness of the abortion industry. 

The Church will survive the entrenched corruption and 
sheer incompetence of our Illinois state government, and 
even the calculated disdain of the President of the United 
States, his appointed bureaucrats in HHS, and of the cur-
rent majority of the federal Senate.

May God have mercy on the souls of those politicians 
who pretend to be Catholic in church, but in their public 
lives, rather like Judas Iscariot, betray Jesus Christ by 
how they vote and how they willingly cooperate with intrin-
sic evil.

As Christians we must love our enemies and pray for 
those who persecute us, but as Christians we must also 
stand up for what we believe and always be ready to fight 
for the Faith. The days in which we live now require he-
roic Catholicism, not casual Catholicism. We can no 
longer be Catholics by accident, but instead be Catholics 
by conviction. 

In our own families, in our parishes, where we live and 
where we work – like that very first apostolic generation –

Call of Faith
(Continued from previous page)
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we must be bold witnesses to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ. We must be a fearless army of Catholic men, 
ready to give everything we have for the Lord, who gave 
everything for our salvation.

Remember that in past history other governments have 
tried to force Christians to huddle and hide only within the 
confines of their churches like the first disciples locked up 
in the Upper Room.

In the late 19th century, Bismarck waged his “Kultur 
Kamp,” a Culture War, against the Roman Catholic 
Church, closing down every Catholic school and hospital, 
convent and monastery in Imperial Germany.

Clemenceau, nicknamed “the priest eater,” tried the same 
thing in France in the first decade of the 20th Century.

Hitler and Stalin, at their better moments, would just 
barely tolerate some churches remaining open, but would 
not tolerate any competition with the state in education, 
social services, and health care.

In clear violation of our First Amendment rights, Barack 
Obama – with his radical, pro abortion and extreme secu-
larist agenda, now seems intent on following a similar 
path.

Now things have come to such a pass in America that this 
is a battle that we could lose, but before the awesome 
judgment seat of Almighty God this is not a war where 
any believing Catholic may remain neutral.

This fall, every practicing Catholic must vote, and must 
vote their Catholic consciences, or by the following fall our 
Catholic schools, our Catholic hospitals, our Catholic 
Newman Centers, all our public ministries -- only except-
ing our church buildings – could easily be shut down. Be-
cause no Catholic institution, under any circumstance, 
can ever cooperate with the intrinsic evil of killing innocent 
human life in the womb. 

No Catholic ministry – and yes, Mr. President, for Catho-
lics our schools and hospitals are ministries – can remain 
faithful to the Lordship of the Risen Christ and to his glori-
ous Gospel of Life if they are forced to pay for abortions.

Now remember what was the life-changing experience 
that utterly transformed those fearful and quaking disci-
ples into fearless, heroic apostles. They encountered the 
Risen Christ. They reverenced his sacred wounds. They 
ate and drank with him. 

Is that not what we do here together, this morning at this 
annual men’s march Mass? 

This is the Saturday of the Octave of Easter, a solemnity 

so great and central to our Catholic faith that Easter Day 
is celebrated for eight full days, and the Easter season is 
joyously observed as the Great 50 Days of Easter. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Christ – risen from 
the grave – is in our midst. His Holy Word teaches us the 
truth. His Sacred Body and Blood becomes our food and 
drink.

The Risen Christ is our Eternal Lord; the Head of his 
Body, the Church; our High Priest; our Teacher; our Cap-
tain in the well-fought fight.

We have nothing to fear, but we have a world to win for 
him. We have nothing to fear, for we have an eternal des-
tiny in heaven. We have nothing to fear, though the earth 
may quake, kingdoms may rise and fall, demons may 
rage, but St. Michael the Archangel, and all the hosts of 
heaven, fight on our behalf.

No matter what happens in this passing moment, at the 
end of time and history, our God is God and Jesus is 
Lord, forever and ever. 

Christus vincit! Christus regnat! Christus imperat!
Christ wins! Christ reigns! Christ commands!

Bishop Daniel R. Jenky of Peoria, CSC 
April 14 2012, Catholic Post (Link)

Call to Faith
(Continued from previous page)
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We are Catholics. We are Americans. We are proud to be 
both, grateful for the gift of faith which is ours as Christian 
disciples, and grateful for the gift of liberty which is ours 
as American citizens. To be Catholic and American 
should mean not having to choose one over the other. 
Our allegiances are distinct, but they need not be contra-
dictory, and should instead be complementary. That is the 
teaching of our Catholic faith, which obliges us to work 
together with fellow citizens for the common good of all 
who live in this land. That is the vision of our founding and 
our Constitution, which guarantees citizens of all religious 
faiths the right to contribute to our common life together.

Freedom is not only for Americans, but we think of it as 
something of our special inheritance, fought for at a great 
price, and a heritage to be guarded now. We are stew-
ards of this gift, not only for ourselves but for all nations 
and peoples who yearn to be free. Catholics in America 
have discharged this duty of guarding freedom admirably 
for many generations.

In 1887, when the archbishop of Baltimore, James Gib-
bons, was made the second American cardinal, he de-
fended the American heritage of religious liberty during 
his visit to Rome to receive the red hat. Speaking of the 
great progress the Catholic Church had made in the 
United States, he attributed it to the "civil liberty we enjoy 
in our enlightened republic." Indeed, he made a bolder 
claim, namely that "in the genial atmosphere of liberty [the 
Church] blossoms like a rose."

From well before Cardinal Gibbons, Catholics in America 
have been advocates for religious liberty, and the land-
mark teaching of the Second Vatican Council on religious 
liberty was influenced by the American experience. It is 
among the proudest boasts of the Church on these 
shores. We have been staunch defenders of religious lib-
erty in the past. We have a solemn duty to discharge that 
duty today.

We need, therefore, to speak frankly with each other 
when our freedoms are threatened. Now is such a time. 
As Catholic bishops and American citizens, we address 
an urgent summons to our fellow Catholics and fellow 
Americans to be on guard, for religious liberty is under 
attack, both at home and abroad.

This has been noticed both near and far. Pope Benedict 
XVI recently spoke about his worry that religious liberty in 
the United States is being weakened. He called it the 
"most cherished of American freedoms"—and indeed it is. 
All the more reason to heed the warning of the Holy Fa-
ther, a friend of America and an ally in the defense of 
freedom, in his recent address to American bishops:

Of particular concern are certain attempts being made 
to limit that most cherished of American freedoms, the 
freedom of religion. Many of you have pointed out that 
concerted efforts have been made to deny the right of 
conscientious objection on the part of Catholic individu-
als and institutions with regard to cooperation in intrinsi-
cally evil practices. Others have spoken to me of a wor-
rying tendency to reduce religious freedom to mere 
freedom of worship without guarantees of respect for 
freedom of conscience.

Here once more we see the need for an engaged, ar-
ticulate and well-formed Catholic laity endowed with a 
strong critical sense vis-à-vis the dominant culture and 
with the courage to counter a reductive secularism 
which would delegitimize the Church's participation in 
public debate about the issues which are determining 
the future of American society.

Religious Liberty Under Attack—Concrete Examples

Is our most cherished freedom truly under threat? Sadly, 
it is. This is not a theological or legal dispute without real 
world consequences. Consider the following:

 HHS mandate for contraception, sterilization, and 
abortion-inducing drugs. The mandate of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services has received 
wide attention and has been met with our vigorous 
and united opposition. In an unprecedented way, the 
federal government will both force religious institu-
tions to facilitate and fund a product contrary to their 
own moral teaching and purport to define which reli-
gious institutions are "religious enough" to merit pro-
tection of their religious liberty. These features of the 
"preventive services" mandate amount to an unjust 
law. As Archbishop-designate William Lori of Balti-
more, Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee for Reli-
gious Liberty, testified to Congress: "This is not a 
matter of whether contraception may be prohibited by 
the government. This is not even a matter of whether 
contraception may be supported by the government. 
Instead, it is a matter of whether religious people and 
institutions may be forced by the government to pro-
vide coverage for contraception or sterilization, even if 
that violates their religious beliefs."

 State immigration laws. Several states have recently 
passed laws that forbid what the government deems 
"harboring" of undocumented immigrants—and what 
the Church deems Christian charity and pastoral care 
to those immigrants. Perhaps the most egregious of 
these is in Alabama, where the Catholic bishops, in 
cooperation with the Episcopal and Methodist bishops 
of Alabama, filed suit against the law:

Our First, Most Cherished Liberty — A Statement on Religious Liberty
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty
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It is with sadness that we brought this legal action 
but with a deep sense that we, as people of faith, 
have no choice but to defend the right to the free 
exercise of religion granted to us as citizens of 
Alabama. . . . The law makes illegal the exercise 
of our Christian religion which we, as citizens of 
Alabama, have a right to follow. The law prohibits 
almost everything which would assist an undocu-
mented immigrant or encourage an undocu-
mented immigrant to live in Alabama. This new 
Alabama law makes it illegal for a Catholic priest 
to baptize, hear the confession of, celebrate the 
anointing of the sick with, or preach the word of 
God to, an undocumented immigrant. Nor can we 
encourage them to attend Mass or give them a 
ride to Mass. It is illegal to allow them to attend 
adult scripture study groups, or attend CCD or 
Sunday school classes. It is illegal for the clergy 
to counsel them in times of difficulty or in prepara-
tion for marriage. It is illegal for them to come to 
Alcoholic Anonymous meetings or other recovery 
groups at our churches.

 Altering Church structure and governance. In 2009, 
the Judiciary Committee of the Connecticut Legisla-
ture proposed a bill that would have forced Catholic 
parishes to be restructured according to a congrega-
tional model, recalling the trusteeism controversy of 
the early nineteenth century, and prefiguring the fed-
eral government's attempts to redefine for the Church 
"religious minister" and "religious employer" in the 
years since.

 Christian students on campus. In its over-100-year 
history, the University of California Hastings College 
of Law has denied student organization status to only 
one group, the Christian Legal Society, because it 
required its leaders to be Christian and to abstain 
from sexual activity outside of marriage.

 Catholic foster care and adoption services. Boston, 
San Francisco, the District of Columbia, and the state 
of Illinois have driven local Catholic Charities out of 
the business of providing adoption or foster care ser-
vices—by revoking their licenses, by ending their gov-
ernment contracts, or both—because those Charities 
refused to place children with same-sex couples or 
unmarried opposite-sex couples who cohabit.

 Discrimination against small church congregations. 
New York City enacted a rule that barred the Bronx 
Household of Faith and sixty other churches from 
renting public schools on weekends for worship ser-
vices even though non-religious groups could rent the 
same schools for scores of other uses. While this 
would not frequently affect Catholic parishes, which 
generally own their own buildings, it would be devas-

tating to many smaller congregations. It is a simple 
case of discrimination against religious believers.

 Discrimination against Catholic humanitarian ser-
vices. Notwithstanding years of excellent performance 
by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops' 
Migration and Refugee Services in administering con-
tract services for victims of human trafficking, the fed-
eral government changed its contract specifications to 
require us to provide or refer for contraceptive and 
abortion services in violation of Catholic teaching. 
Religious institutions should not be disqualified from a 
government contract based on religious belief, and 
they do not somehow lose their religious identity or 
liberty upon entering such contracts. And yet a federal 
court in Massachusetts, turning religious liberty on its 
head, has since declared that such a disqualification 
is required by the First Amendment—that the govern-
ment somehow violates religious liberty by allowing 
Catholic organizations to participate in contracts in a 
manner consistent with their beliefs on contraception 
and abortion.

Religious Liberty Is More Than Freedom of Worship

Religious liberty is not only about our ability to go to Mass 
on Sunday or pray the Rosary at home. It is about 
whether we can make our contribution to the common 
good of all Americans. Can we do the good works our 
faith calls us to do, without having to compromise that 
very same faith? Without religious liberty properly under-
stood, all Americans suffer, deprived of the essential con-
tribution in education, health care, feeding the hungry, 
civil rights, and social services that religious Americans 
make every day, both here at home and overseas. 

What is at stake is whether America will continue to have 
a free, creative, and robust civil society—or whether the 
state alone will determine who gets to contribute to the 
common good, and how they get to do it. Religious believ-
ers are part of American civil society, which includes 
neighbors helping each other, community associations, 
fraternal service clubs, sports leagues, and youth groups. 
All these Americans make their contribution to our com-
mon life, and they do not need the permission of the gov-
ernment to do so. Restrictions on religious liberty are an 
attack on civil society and the American genius for volun-
tary associations.

The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America 
issued a statement about the administration's contracep-
tion and sterilization mandate that captured exactly the 
danger that we face:

Most troubling, is the Administration's underlying ration-
ale for its decision, which appears to be a view that if a 
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religious entity is not insular, but engaged with broader 
society, it loses its "religious" character and liberties. 
Many faiths firmly believe in being open to and engaged 
with broader society and fellow citizens of other faiths. 
The Administration's ruling makes the price of such an 
outward approach the violation of an organization's reli-
gious principles. This is deeply disappointing.

This is not a Catholic issue. This is not a Jewish issue. 
This is not an Orthodox, Mormon, or Muslim issue. It is an 
American issue. 

The Most Cherished of American Freedoms

In 1634, a mix of Catholic and Protestant settlers arrived 
at St. Clement's Island in Southern Maryland from Eng-
land aboard the Ark and the Dove. They had come at the 
invitation of the Catholic Lord Baltimore, who had been 
granted Maryland by the Protestant King Charles I of Eng-
land. While Catholics and Protestants were killing each 
other in Europe, Lord Baltimore imagined Maryland as a 
society where people of different faiths could live together 
peacefully. This vision was soon codified in Maryland's 
1649 Act Concerning Religion (also called the "Toleration 
Act"), which was the first law in our nation's history to pro-
tect an individual's right to freedom of conscience. 

Maryland's early history teaches us that, like any freedom, 
religious liberty requires constant vigilance and protection, 
or it will disappear. Maryland's experiment in religious 
toleration ended within a few decades. The colony was 
placed under royal control, and the Church of England 
became the established religion. Discriminatory laws, in-
cluding the loss of political rights, were enacted against 
those who refused to conform. Catholic chapels were 
closed, and Catholics were restricted to practicing their 
faith in their homes. The Catholic community lived under 
these conditions until the American Revolution.

By the end of the 18th century, our nation's founders em-
braced freedom of religion as an essential condition of a 
free and democratic society. James Madison, often called 
the Father of the Constitution, described conscience as 
"the most sacred of all property." He wrote that "the Relig-
ion then of every man must be left to the conviction and 
conscience of every man; and it is the right of every man 
to exercise it as these may dictate." George Washington 
wrote that "the establishment of Civil and Religious Lib-
erty was the Motive that induced me to the field of battle." 
Thomas Jefferson assured the Ursuline Sisters—who had 
been serving a mostly non-Catholic population by running 
a hospital, an orphanage, and schools in Louisiana since 
1727—that the principles of the Constitution were a "sure 
guarantee" that their ministry would be free "to govern 
itself according to its own voluntary rules, without interfer-
ence from the civil authority."

It is therefore fitting that when the Bill of Rights was rati-
fied, religious freedom had the distinction of being the 
First Amendment. Religious liberty is indeed the first lib-
erty. The First Amendment guarantees that "Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." 

Recently, in a unanimous Supreme Court judgment af-
firming the importance of that first freedom, the Chief Jus-
tice of the United States explained that religious liberty is 
not just the first freedom for Americans; rather it is the first 
in the history of democratic freedom, tracing its origins 
back the first clauses of the Magna Carta of 1215 and 
beyond. In a telling example, Chief Justice Roberts illus-
trated our history of religious liberty in light of a Catholic 
issue decided upon by James Madison, who guided the 
Bill of Rights through Congress and is known as the archi-
tect of the First Amendment:

[In 1806] John Carroll, the first Catholic bishop in the 
United States, solicited the Executive's opinion on who 
should be appointed to direct the affairs of the Catholic 
Church in the territory newly acquired by the Louisiana 
Purchase. After consulting with President Jefferson, then-
Secretary of State James Madison responded that the 
selection of church "functionaries" was an "entirely eccle-
siastical" matter left to the Church's own judgment. The 
"scrupulous policy of the Constitution in guarding against 
a political interference with religious affairs," Madison ex-
plained, prevented the Government from rendering an 
opinion on the "selection of ecclesiastical individuals."

That is our American heritage, our most cherished free-
dom. It is the first freedom because if we are not free in 
our conscience and our practice of religion, all other free-
doms are fragile. If citizens are not free in their own con-
sciences, how can they be free in relation to others, or to 
the state? If our obligations and duties to God are im-
peded, or even worse, contradicted by the government, 
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then we can no longer claim to be a land of the free, and 
a beacon of hope for the world.

Our Christian Teaching

During the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s, 
Americans shone the light of the Gospel on a dark history 
of slavery, segregation, and racial bigotry. The civil rights 
movement was an essentially religious movement, a call 
to awaken consciences, not only an appeal to the Consti-
tution for America to honor its heritage of liberty.

In his famous "Letter from Birmingham Jail" in 1963, Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. boldly said, "The goal of America is 
freedom." As a Christian pastor, he argued that to call 
America to the full measure of that freedom was the spe-
cific contribution Christians are obliged to make. He 
rooted his legal and constitutional arguments about jus-
tice in the long Christian tradition: 

I would agree with Saint Augustine that "An unjust law 
is no law at all." Now what is the difference between the 
two? How does one determine when a law is just or 
unjust? A just law is a man-made code that squares 
with the moral law or the law of God. An unjust law is a 
code that is out of harmony with the moral law. To put it 
in the terms of Saint Thomas Aquinas, an unjust law is 
a human law that is not rooted in eternal law and natu-
ral law.

It is a sobering thing to contemplate our government en-
acting an unjust law. An unjust law cannot be obeyed. In 
the face of an unjust law, an accommodation is not to be 
sought, especially by resorting to equivocal words and 
deceptive practices. If we face today the prospect of un-
just laws, then Catholics in America, in solidarity with our 
fellow citizens, must have the courage not to obey them. 
No American desires this. No Catholic welcomes it. But if 
it should fall upon us, we must discharge it as a duty of 
citizenship and an obligation of faith.

It is essential to understand the distinction between con-
scientious objection and an unjust law. Conscientious ob-
jection permits some relief to those who object to a just 
law for reasons of conscience—conscription being the 
most well-known example. An unjust law is "no law at all." 
It cannot be obeyed, and therefore one does not seek 
relief from it, but rather its repeal.

The Christian church does not ask for special treatment, 
simply the rights of religious freedom for all citizens. Rev. 
King also explained that the church is neither the master 
nor the servant of the state, but its conscience, guide, and 
critic.

As Catholics, we know that our history has shadows too 
in terms of religious liberty, when we did not extend to 

others the proper respect for this first freedom. But the 
teaching of the Church is absolutely clear about religious 
liberty:

The human person has a right to religious freedom. 
This freedom means that all men are to be immune 
from coercion on the part of individuals or of social 
groups and of any human power, in such wise that in 
matters religious no one is to be forced to act in a man-
ner contrary to his own beliefs … whether privately or 
publicly, whether alone or in association with others, 
within due limits. . . . This right of the human person to 
religious freedom is to be recognized in the constitu-
tional law whereby society is governed. Thus it is to 
become a civil right.

As Catholics, we are obliged to defend the right to reli-
gious liberty for ourselves and for others. We are happily 
joined in this by our fellow Christians and believers of 
other faiths.

A recent letter to President Obama from some sixty reli-
gious leaders, including Christians of many denomina-
tions and Jews, argued that "it is emphatically not only 
Catholics who deeply object to the requirement that 
health plans they purchase must provide coverage of con-
traceptives that include some that are abortifacients."

More comprehensively, a theologically rich and politically 
prudent declaration from Evangelicals and Catholics To-
gether made a powerful case for greater vigilance in de-
fense of religious freedom, precisely as a united witness 
animated by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Their declaration 
makes it clear that as Christians of various traditions we 
object to a "naked public square," stripped of religious 
arguments and religious believers. We do not seek a 
"sacred public square" either, which gives special privi-
leges and benefits to religious citizens. Rather, we seek a 
civil public square, where all citizens can make their con-
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tribution to the common good. At our best, we might call 
this an American public square.

The Lord Jesus came to liberate us from the dominion of 
sin. Political liberties are one part of that liberation, and 
religious liberty is the first of those liberties. Together with 
our fellow Christians, joined by our Jewish brethren, and 
in partnership with Americans of other religious traditions, 
we affirm that our faith requires us to defend the religious 
liberty granted us by God, and protected in our Constitu-
tion.

Martyrs Around the World

In this statement, as bishops of the United States, we are 
addressing ourselves to the situation we find here at 
home. At the same time, we are sadly aware that religious 
liberty in many other parts of the world is in much greater 
peril. Our obligation at home is to defend religious liberty 
robustly, but we cannot overlook the much graver plight 
that religious believers, most of them Christian, face 
around the world. The age of martyrdom has not passed. 
Assassinations, bombings of churches, torching of or-
phanages—these are only the most violent attacks Chris-
tians have suffered because of their faith in Jesus Christ. 
More systematic denials of basic human rights are found 
in the laws of several countries, and also in acts of perse-
cution by adherents of other faiths. 

If religious liberty is eroded here at home, American de-
fense of religious liberty abroad is less credible. And one 
common threat, spanning both the international and do-
mestic arenas, is the tendency to reduce the freedom of 
religion to the mere freedom of worship. Therefore, it is 
our task to strengthen religious liberty at home, in this and 
other respects, so that we might defend it more vigorously 
abroad. To that end, American foreign policy, as well as 
the vast international network of Catholic agencies, 
should make the promotion of religious liberty an ongoing 
and urgent priority.

"All the Energies the Catholic Community Can Muster"

What we ask is nothing more than that our God-given 
right to religious liberty be respected. We ask nothing less 
than that the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
which recognize that right, be respected. 

In insisting that our liberties as Americans be respected, 
we know as bishops that what our Holy Father said is 
true. This work belongs to "an engaged, articulate and 
well-formed Catholic laity endowed with a strong critical 
sense vis-à-vis the dominant culture."

As bishops we seek to bring the light of the Gospel to our 
public life, but the work of politics is properly that of com-

mitted and courageous lay Catholics. We exhort them to 
be both engaged and articulate in insisting that as Catho-
lics and as Americans we do not have to choose between 
the two. There is an urgent need for the lay faithful, in co-
operation with Christians, Jews, and others, to impress 
upon our elected representatives the importance of con-
tinued protection of religious liberty in a free society.

We address a particular word to those holding public of-
fice. It is your noble task to govern for the common good. 
It does not serve the common good to treat the good 
works of religious believers as a threat to our common 
life; to the contrary, they are essential to its proper func-
tioning. It is also your task to protect and defend those 
fundamental liberties guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. 
This ought not to be a partisan issue. The Constitution is 
not for Democrats or Republicans or Independents. It is 
for all of us, and a great nonpartisan effort should be led 
by our elected representatives to ensure that it remains 
so.

We recognize that a special responsibility belongs to 
those Catholics who are responsible for our impressive 
array of hospitals, clinics, universities, colleges, schools, 
adoption agencies, overseas development projects, and 
social service agencies that provide assistance to the 
poor, the hungry, immigrants, and those faced with crisis 
pregnancies. You do the work that the Gospel mandates 
that we do. It is you who may be forced to choose be-
tween the good works we do by faith, and fidelity to that 
faith itself. We encourage you to hold firm, to stand fast, 
and to insist upon what belongs to you by right as Catho-
lics and Americans. Our country deserves the best we 
have to offer, including our resistance to violations of our 
first freedom.

To our priests, especially those who have responsibility 
for parishes, university chaplaincies, and high schools, we 
ask for a catechesis on religious liberty suited to the souls 
in your care. As bishops we can provide guidance to as-
sist you, but the courage and zeal for this task cannot be 
obtained from another—it must be rooted in your own 
concern for your flock and nourished by the graces you 
received at your ordination.

Catechesis on religious liberty is not the work of priests 
alone. The Catholic Church in America is blessed with an 
immense number of writers, producers, artists, publishers, 
filmmakers, and bloggers employing all the means of 
communications—both old and new media—to expound 
and teach the faith. They too have a critical role in this 
great struggle for religious liberty. We call upon them to 
use their skills and talents in defense of our first freedom.

Finally to our brother bishops, let us exhort each other 
with fraternal charity to be bold, clear, and insistent in 
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warning against threats to the rights of our people. Let us 
attempt to be the "conscience of the state," to use Rev. 
King's words. In the aftermath of the decision on contra-
ceptive and sterilization mandates, many spoke out force-
fully. As one example, the words of one of our most sen-
ior brothers, Cardinal Roger Mahony, thirty-five years a 
bishop and recently retired after twenty-five years as 
archbishop of Los Angeles, provide a model for us here: "I 
cannot imagine a more direct and frontal attack on free-
dom of conscience than this ruling today. This decision 
must be fought against with all the energies the Catholic 
community can muster."

A Fortnight for Freedom

In particular, we recommend to our brother bishops that 
we focus "all the energies the Catholic community can 
muster" in a special way this coming summer. As pastors 
of the flock, our privileged task is to lead the Christian 
faithful in prayer.

Both our civil year and liturgical year point us on various 
occasions to our heritage of freedom. This year, we pro-
pose a special "fortnight for freedom," in which bishops in 
their own dioceses might arrange special events to high-
light the importance of defending our first freedom. Our 
Catholic institutions also could be encouraged to do the 
same, especially in cooperation with other Christians, 
Jews, people of other faiths, and indeed, all who wish to 
defend our most cherished freedom.

We suggest that the fourteen days from June 21—the 
vigil of the Feasts of St. John Fisher and St. Thomas 
More—to July 4, Independence Day, be dedicated to this 
"fortnight for freedom"—a great hymn of prayer for our 
country. Our liturgical calendar celebrates a series of 
great martyrs who remained faithful in the face of perse-
cution by political power—St. John Fisher and St. Thomas 
More, St. John the Baptist, SS. Peter and Paul, and the 
First Martyrs of the Church of Rome. Culminating on Inde-
pendence Day, this special period of prayer, study, cate-
chesis, and public action would emphasize both our 
Christian and American heritage of liberty. Dioceses and 
parishes around the country could choose a date in that 
period for special events that would constitute a great na-
tional campaign of teaching and witness for religious lib-
erty.

In addition to this summer's observance, we also urge 
that the Solemnity of Christ the King—a feast born out of 
resistance to totalitarian incursions against religious lib-
erty—be a day specifically employed by bishops and 
priests to preach about religious liberty, both here and 
abroad.

To all our fellow Catholics, we urge an intensification of 
your prayers and fasting for a new birth of freedom in our 

beloved country. We invite you to join us in an urgent 
prayer for religious liberty.

Almighty God, Father of all nations,
For freedom you have set us free in Christ Jesus (Gal 5:1).

We praise and bless you for the gift of religious liberty,
the foundation of human rights, justice, and the common good.

Grant to our leaders the wisdom to protect and promote our 
liberties;

By your grace may we have the courage to defend them, for 
ourselves and for all those who live in this blessed land.

We ask this through the intercession of Mary Immaculate, our 
patroness,

and in the name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit,

with whom you live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

—

Copyright © 2012, United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. 

Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty
Most Rev. William E. Lori, 

Archbishop-designate of Baltimore
(Link)

First, believe… then work!

So, when the people chasing Jesus and the disciples 
around the countryside find them and ask, "What can we 
do to accomplish the works of God?," Catholics sit up 
and pay attention. Jesus' answer, however, seems 
somewhat incomplete: "This is the work of God, that you 
believe in the one he sent." Our work is to believe?

Jesus always seems to bob and weave around straight-
forward questions and then answers the unasked yet 
more fundamental question. Today is no exception. The 
people in the crowd want to know what it is they must do 
in order to do God's work. They are wanting Jesus to say 
something like, “Feed the hungry, give alms, fast and 
pray, and go on pilgrimages.” But Jesus knows that if he 
gives them a Holy To-Do List, they will run off, do those 
jobs, and wait for holiness to find them. The more funda-
mental (and unasked) question he eventually answers is: 
who must I become in order to accomplish God's work? 
His answer: you must become a believer in the One sent 
by God to atone for your sins. In other words, before you 
begin the work of God, you must belong to God, other-
wise your work will be in vain. So, yes, our first job is to 
believe in the Christ; then, once we have given ourselves 
wholly to the Father, our work in His Name will both nur-
ture us in holiness and spread the Good News of His 
abundant mercy. Believing and sitting quietly is at best 
preparation for tackling God's To-Do List. But tackling 
that list without surrendering to God is work too easily 
frustrated by all-too-human vanity. To do God's work, we 
must first be God's people!

Fr Philip Neri Powell OP, (Link)
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Abortion Breast Cancer Link 
The Science

Given the present state of knowledge of breast physiol-
ogy and reproductive risks described in standard medical 
texts, it is indisputable that induced abortions cause an 
increase in breast cancer incidence.

It is well known that different pregnancy outcomes lead 
to changes in the rates of breast cancer among women:

Once pregnant, if a woman chooses to maintain her 
pregnancy and achieves a full term pregnancy, she will 
lower her risk of breast cancer. This is well known and 
undisputed in medical circles.

If she chooses to have an induced abortion she may re-
main childless, a condition which increases her risk of 
breast cancer.

Or if she chooses abortion and then has another preg-
nancy, the abortion will have delayed this pregnancy 
which also increases her risk of breast cancer.

If she already had a full term pregnancy and chooses to 
abort a subsequent pregnancy she loses the risk reduc-
tion that an additional full term pregnancy would have 
afforded her.

The use of instruments such as dilators during an abor-
tion increases the risk of having a premature delivery in 
future births. If that premature delivery is before 32 
weeks, she will have an increased risk of breast cancer.

The Abortion and Breast Cancer Link: Advances in Hu-
man Biology and Continued Epidemiologic Studies In-
creasingly Point to a Link (Link)

There are two problems with the bishops’ recent state-
ment on religious liberty.  By confusing laws that are in-
trinsically unjust, with just laws that may be enforced un-
justly, and adding other issues, last Thursday’s statement 
by the Ad Hoc Committee on Religious Liberty of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops both weakens the argu-
ment and dilutes the case against the HHS mandate.  By 
making an unjust law (the HHS mandate) the moral 
equivalent of otherwise just laws regarding immigration 
that may be administered unjustly, the Bishops’ Confer-
ence bolsters the government’s argument that the former 
is no worse than the latter.  Government officials can feel 
themselves justified in viewing serious problems with the 
mandate simply as a difference of opinion, not an infringe-
ment of a fundamental civil right.  The Catholic Church is, 
in their eyes, making a fuss over nothing.

Much more serious is the fact that by failing to present a 
viable alternative to government benefits, the bishops ac-
quiesce in “Welfare Blackmail.”  This permits the State to 
impose unjust laws, and forces people to accept control of 
their lives.  As Daniel Webster observed, “Power naturally 
and necessarily follows property.”  Owning no capital, 
most people have no power.  They are left with the fading 
hope that the government will generously allow a religious 
exemption when benefits are provided in unacceptable 
ways.

From its perspective, the administration views the bish-
ops’ position on the HHS mandate as hypocritical and 
ungrateful.  For decades the Catholic Church has de-
manded that the government provide increasing benefits.  
The bishops are now complaining the benefits are unac-
ceptable, leaving themselves open to the administration 
reminding them that they should be careful what they pray 
for.

Ironically, there is no justification in Catholic social teach-
ing for demanding that the State meet humanity’s material 
needs except in an emergency: “There is no need to bring 
in the State. Man precedes the State, and possesses, 
prior to the formation of any State, the right of providing 
for the substance of his body.” (Rerum Novarum, § 7.)  
Only flawed ideas about money, credit and private prop-
erty prevent people from implementing a viable solution to 
today’s economic crisis and the increasing State control 
over their lives: “We have seen that this great labor ques-
tion cannot be solved save by assuming as a principle 
that private ownership must be held sacred and inviola-
ble. The law, therefore, should favor ownership, and its 
policy should be to induce as many as possible of the 
people to become owners.” (Ibid., § 46.)

By supporting a “Capital Homesteading” program that 
would enable every child, woman and man to acquire 
capital that pays for itself out of future profits on credit 

without redistributing existing wealth, the bishops would, 
at one and the same time, empower people with the ef-
fective means to resist unjust laws, and remove the os-
tensible reason for the unjust laws in the first place.  With-
out an alternative to the present system, there is no prac-
tical means of countering the HHS mandate.

Michael D. Greaney, CPA, MBA, Director of Research, 
Center for Economic and Social Justice

Contributing Editor for Economics and Finance,
 Inside the Vatican magazine

Author, In Defense of Human Dignity (2008),
 Supporting Life: The Case for a Pro-Life Economic 

Agenda (2010), co-author, Capital Homesteading for 
Every Citizen (2004)
http://www.cesj.org/

http://just3rdway.blogspot.com/

letter to The Arlington Catholic Herald, April 23, 2012

A Commentary On the 
Bishop’s Statement on Religious Liberty
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Additional Resources

Papal Homilies

 April 29, 2012: Holy Mass with Priestly Ordinations 
(Video)

 April 16, 2012: Holy Mass on the occasion of the 85th 
birthday of the Holy Father (Link)

 April 7, 2012: Easter Vigil (Link) (Video) 

 April 6, 2012: Good Friday Stations of the Cross 
(Link) (Video)

 April 5, 2012: Mass of the Lord's Supper (Link) 
(Video) 

 April 5, 2012: Chrism Mass (Link) (Video) 

 April 1, 2012: Palm Sunday - 27th World Youth Day 
(Link) (Video)

 The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

- Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—call Claire Rogus, 

Catholics Called to Witness
http://www.cc2w.org/

Give Us Holy Priests

Leading up to the World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of 
the Clergy, held on the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (this 
year, June 15), the Congregation for Clergy has released this 
prayer of St Faustina Kowalska:

Prayer for the Holy Church and for Priests:

O my Jesus, I beg You on behalf of the whole Church:
Grant it love and the light of Your Spirit,
and give power to the words of Priests
so that hardened hearts might be brought to repentance 
and return to You, O Lord.
Lord, give us holy Priests;
You yourself maintain them in holiness.
O Divine and Great High Priest,
may the power of Your mercy
accompany them everywhere and protect them
from the devil’s traps and snares
which are continually being set for the souls of Priests.
May the power of Your mercy,
O Lord, shatter and bring to naught
all that might tarnish the sanctity of Priests,
for You can do all things.
My beloved Jesus,
I pray to you for the triumph of the Church,
that you may bless the Holy Father and all the clergy;
I beg you to grant the grace of conversion
to sinners whose hearts have been hardened by sin,
and a special blessing and light to priests,
to whom I shall confess for all of my life.
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Interrogated by the Chancellor why he had persisted in an 
opinion against which so many lords and bishops in Par-
liament and the whole realm had decreed, he replied: "I 
had intended to imitate our Lord Jesus Christ when He 
was questioned by Herod and not to answer. But since 
you compel me to clear both my own conscience and that 
of the bystanders, I say that if we propose to maintain 
opinions by proofs, testimonies, or reasons, mine will be 
far stronger than yours, because I have all the rest of 
Christendom in my favour. I dare even say all this king-
dom, although the smaller part holds with you, for I am 
sure the larger part is at heart of our opinion, although 
outwardly, partly from fear and partly from hope, they pro-
fess to be ofyours." On this he was commanded by the 
Secretary, under the heaviest penalties of the law, to de-
clare who held with him. He replied: "All good men of the 
kingdom hold with me." He added: "As to proofs of dead 
witnesses, I have in my favour all the general councils, all 
the historians, the holy doctors of the Church for the last 
fifteen hundred years, especially St. Ambrose, St. 
Jerome, St. Augustine, and St. Gregory."

"Remove not the ancient landmarks which thy fathers 
have set." Prov xxii. 28.

The Witness of Tradition
B. Richard Reynolds, Bridgettine, 1535

The Secret of Pope Ratzinger

It was a scorching evening in Madrid, in August of 2011. 
In front of Pope Benedict, on the open ground, a million 
young people, average age 22, an unknown. All of a sud-
den a downpour of water, lightning, wind hurled itself on 
them all, with no shelter anywhere. Clusters of floodlights 
were tossed into the air, posters flew away, even the 
pope was drenched. But he stayed where he was in front 
of the explosive celebration of young men and women 
over the surprise performance from the heavens.

When the rain stopped, the pope set aside his written re-
marks and addressed just a few words to the young peo-
ple. He invited them to look not at him, but at that Jesus 
who said he is living and present in the consecrated host 
on the altar. He knelt down in silent adoration. And the 
same happened in the clearing. Everyone knelt down on 
the wet ground. In complete silence. For a good half hour.

Madrid was not the first time that Benedict XVI had knelt 
in front of the sacred host, in prolonged silence. He had 
done so in Cologne in 2005, shortly after his election as 
pope, there as well at a nighttime vigil with myriads of 
young people, to the astonishment of all.

In the assessments of this papacy, few have understood 
the audacity of these unconventional actions. But when 
Benedict XVI performs them and explains them, he does 
so with the tranquil air of one who does not want to invent 
anything of his own, but simply to get to the heart of the 
human adventure and the Christian mystery.

From an article by Sandro Magister, Chiesa online (Link)
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John Stokjkovic (c. 1392-1444) was born of a Slav family 
at Ragusa, a port on the Adriatic towards the end of the 
14th century. Living at the edge of the Balkan world of 
Greek and Serbian Orthodox, he was desirous of  restor-
ing their unity with the Catholic and Roman Church. After 
entering the Order of St. Dominic, he studied theology at 
the studium of Padua in Italy, and  then later followed the 
theological courses offered at the University of Paris with 
great success, becoming a Master of Theology. He would 
receive the Doctorate in 1420.  His qualities as learned 
humanist and theologian led to being elected procurator-
general of the Order and becoming one of the most im-
portant Dominican personalities during the first half of the 
15th century, involving himself in the most important is-
sues faced by the Catholic Church : the need for reform in 
the Church,  the heretical challenge of the belligerent 
Hussites, negotiations to end the Byzantine Greek 
Schism, and writing during the last years of his life one of 
the first systematic treatises on the Church and which 
deserves to be better known and translated into English.  

He lived in one of the most turbulent times in the Church's 
history with Western Europe in turmoil. The Hussite her-
esy had spread and the Holy Roman Empire was in con-
flict with Venice while England and France were engaged 
in the bloody Hundred Years War. Italy was torn by war-
fare with the resultant weakening of the power and pres-
tige of the Papacy. The embattled Byzantine Empire had 
been reduced by the Ottoman Turks to the environs of 
Constantinople and the Peloponnese and it was clear that 
the survival of their civilization as well as their personal, 
political, cultural and religious freedom was at stake. 
There was evident a real sympathy for the reunion of the 
Churches among the  most enlightened Byzantines who 
realized that military aid from the West would be en-
hanced by negotiations leading to an Ecumenical Council 
to end  the schism.  The years 1309 to 1377 had seen the 
Popes in Avignon with the Papacy disturbed by what 
would called the “Great Schism” shortly upon the return to 
Rome. Two claimants to the See of Peter Urban VI and 
Clement VII would each claim to be the legitimate Pope, 
forcing some prominent Western churchmen to develop a 
new conciliar theory of Church government in the effort to 
settle the scandalous dispute between the rival claimants 
to the Papacy.  A radical form of Conciliarism locating the 
Church's supreme authority in an Ecumenical Council 
arose; it would claim authority over the Pope and even to 
depose him. The Dominican John of Ragusa  had been 
appointed by Cardinal Julian Cesarini to preside over the 
Council of Basle; he was a partisan of the conciliar move-
ment who believed that where Papal efforts had failed, 
the Council of Basle could take the lead to settle the ec-
clesiastical division between East and West. The time for 
a possible Ecumenical Council to end the schism ap-

peared to him  favorable since Byzantines who also held 
the superiority of Councils over the Pope might be per-
susaded to  join in negotiations for reunion and agree to 
an Ecumenical Council in the city favored by them, Con-
stantinople. As will be noted in commenting on his 
“Tractatus de Ecclesia”, the Dominican theologian should  
not be regarded as an extreme conciliarist (the view of 
past authors) since he always upheld the Petrine Primacy 
of the Pope in all its plenitude. His constant advocacy and 
support for the work of a Council to accomplish needed 
reforms in the Church (“in head and members”) and to 
bring about the reconciliation of heretics and schismatics 
to the Church did not overlook the crucial need for the 
Pope to sustain and confirm such efforts. 

As a Greek-speaking ambassador for the Council of Ba-
sle, he had conversations in Constantinople with the Em-
peror John VIII and the venerable aged Patriarch Joseph 
II. Of the latter he wrote: “I have been in touch with him, 
and still am, as much as I can, both personally and by 
means of others; all are agreed that there never has been 
found in Greece any one like him and who was more fa-
vorable to union than he.” With Pope Eugenius IV on the 
Chair of Peter, previous good relations between the Pope 
and the Council of Basle deteriorated as the Pope real-
ized the great danger that extreme conciliarism posed the 
divine power and prerogatives Christ had lodged in the 
Papacy as the Church's supreme authority. With the Fa-
thers of Basle seeking to usurp the powers of the Pope, 
and setting itself up as a rival to the Pope by acting on its 
own authority to invite both Hussites and Greeks to an 
Ecumenical Council, the Byzantines realized that no reun-
ion was possible without the Pope participating as leader 
of the Latin Christians. They thus rejected John of Ra-
gusa's overtures for a Council to be held at Basle in favor 
of Pope Eugenius' terms for a Council to be held in Italy. 
It was with the aid of a papal fleet of ships that the Greek 
representatives for the Council led by the Emperor, Patri-
arch of Constantinople, and delegates of the patriarchs of 
Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, set sail  for Italy on 
November 27, 1437. The long-awaited reunion Council of 
Ferrara-Florence held its opening session on January 8, 
1438.  

Before his visits to Constantinople, John of Ragusa had 
begun to study the particular doctrinal problems posed by 
the Orthodox and collected patristic texts dealing with the 
controversy regarding the Procession of the Holy Spirit, 
He also acquainted himself with previous works written 
against the errors of the Greeks by his fellow Dominicans, 
St. Thomas Aquinas and the Greek convert Manuel Cale-
cas. While in Constantinople, aware of the grave danger 
Islamic conquests posed the Christian world, he found 
time to write a treatise “On Mohammed and Saracens”. 

The Croatian Dominican Theologian John Stokjkovic Ragusa OP
Negotiations with the Byzantine Greeks and

His Remarkable Tractatus de Ecclesia

Continued on next page)
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Three years before his death he completed his master-
piece “Tractatus de Ecclesia” (“Treatise on the Church” 
which a distinguished modern theologian hailed as one of 
the most important works of medieval Catholic ecclesiol-
ogy and for its marked and welcome Apologetic emphasis 
on the visibility of the Church and its properties and notes. 
(See: Gustav Thils, “Le 'Tractatus de Ecclesia' of Jean de 
Raguse”, Angelicum 1940).  The 'Tractatus' which Fr. 
Thils brought to light for modern ecclesiologists, may be 
said to  make up for the failure of the great Scholastics to 
present 'ex professo' a systematic exposition of the con-
cept and nature of the Church.  As Fr. Thils observed, “It 
is among the rare works consecrated to the doctrine of 
the Church in the Middle Ages...  Where medieval polemi-
cists sought to refute directly the doctrinal errors of here-
tics and schismatics, they did not establish that the 
Catholic Church itself is an authentic doctrinal authority, 
and consequently the last and decisive arbiter in all con-
troversies.”   

Whatever his proclivities for a conciliarism that would ap-
peal to the medieval Byzantine view of the superiority of 
Ecumenical Councils to the Pope, John of Ragusa's 
“Tractatus” makes clear the Dominican theologian's ad-
herence and devotion to the Primacy of Peter and his 
successors in the Church and that the essence of schism 
lies in open disobedience to the Roman Pontiff. It is from 
Christ that the Roman church has received the powers 
given to Peter, and it is infallible in teaching definitive doc-
trine. 

In the following paragraph giving Chapter references to 
John of Ragusa's “Tractatus de Ecclesiae”, Fr. Thils sums 
up the doctrine of the Petrine Primacy as the Dominican  
refined it from long experience with Hussites and Greco-
Slav dissidents seeking to justify their separation from the 
communion of the Catholic Church built on the Rock of 
Peter:

“The supremacy of Peter is clearly affirmed in Scripture: 
multiple texts present him as chief of the Apostles, sig-
nifying his preeminence and his power of direction and 
governance (c.27).  In their turn, the holy Doctors of the 
Church have amply spoken of it; all defended his Pri-
macy and the plenitude of his powers (c. 28) . Finally, 
reason persuades us of its truth, for the end of govern-
ing is the good of peace, and this demands unity in di-
rection; for  only one chief can assure unity; ...[Peter's 
Primacy is grounded in] the promise of Christ, when He 
spoke of one pastor of His flock... .From this point of 
view, a General Council as head can not satisfy if only 
because of the difficulties encountered to assemble one 
(c. 29). The power of Peter passes to all his legitimate 
successors (c. 30).  Also, all the Supreme Pontiffs can 
be called in their turn Caput Ecclesiae (“head of the 
Church”). The Pope is indeed caput vicarium et minis-

John of Ragusa
(Continued from previous page)

 When Jesus had thus spoken, He was troubled in spirit, 
and testified, "Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will 
betray Me." (Jn 13:21ff)

"These details have been recorded that we may not bear 
ill will against those who wrong us, but may reproach 
them and weep over them. Indeed, not those who are 
wronged, but those who do wrong deserve our tears. For 
the covetous man and the slanderer, and the man guilty 
of any other wrongdoing injure themselves most of all.
[...] Christ repaid the man who was going to betray Him 
with just the opposite. For example, He washed his feet, 
reproved him without bitterness, censured him in private, 
ministered to him, allowed him to share in His table and 
His kiss. Yet, though Judas did not become better be-
cause of these things, Jesus Himself persevered in His 
course of action" 

St. John Chrysostom, "Hom. on St. John", 71, 4

teriale, i.e., vicarial and ministerial head, but he does 
not  replace Christ. The term caput (head) is quite legiti-
mate: for if Scripture refers to prophets and priests as 
chief, king, and god, a fortiori we can name him caput 
(head) he who is the head of all the Church's priests (c. 
31).

To conclude : In his emphasizing the visibility and Petrine 
(“ Romanitas”) character  of the Catholic Church, John of 
Ragusa, O.P., developed a significant  Apologetic by 
which anyone can easily discover the true Church of Je-
sus Christ from other Christian claimants.

James Likoudis
http://www.credobuffalo.com
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Servant of God Father Tomáš Týn OP

Father Tomas was born in Brno, Czechoslovakia, on 3 
May 1950. As a child, Thomas received from his parents 
those Catholic principles which could not be professed 
publicly because of the interdictions of the Communist 
regime. The Parish Priest, Father Joseph Budish, was the 
person who mainly influenced his Catholic upbringing. 
When he was 12 years old Tomas started thinking about 
becoming a religious, whereas his mother wanted him to 
become a doctor.

After completing his primary and secondary education at 
Brno, he was awarded a grant and went to study at the 
Dijon Academy (Carnot High School) in France. On 1 July 
1969 he obtained his Baccalauréat with very good marks. 
At the same time he contacted the Dominican theologian 
Father Henri-Marie Féret. During this period he learned 
several different languages, including Russian, French, 
German, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. After the Soviet occu-
pation in 1968, his parents had to leave Czechoslovakia 
and they went to live in West Germany.

Tomas went to live in Germany too, where on 28 Septem-
ber 1969 he entered the Order of Friars Preachers at 
Warburg in Rhineland-Westphalia. Here he did is noviti-
ate.

On 29 September 1970 he made his simple profession of 
vows and started his Theology and Philosophy studies at 
the Dominican Convent in Walberberg. Here he was 
given his Licence in Sacred Theology with a thesis on Die 
Problematik der Bewegung und Ruhe bei Plato (“The 
Problem of Movement and Quiet in Plato”).

Revolted by the moral and doctrinal deviations at this time 
in Germany because of the modernist interpretations 
given to the Second Vatican Council, Tomas learnt that 
the Dominicans of Bologna, under the sage guidance of 
their Father Provincial Enrico Rossetti, he wanted to pro-
mote the authentic spirit of renovation encouraged by the 
Council. In 1972 Tomas sought and obtained permission 
to be transferred to Bologna. On 19 July 1973 he pro-
fessed his solemn religious vows in Bologna. Some time 
later he completed his degree in Sacred Theology with a 
Latin thesis of 340 pages, directed by Professor Alberto 
Galli OP. The title of the thesis was De Gratia Divina et 
Iustificatione. Oppositio inter Theologiam Sancti Thomae 
et Lutheri. The thesis shed light on the mystery of the re-
lationship between grace and free will with the help of the 
doctrine of Aquinas. His thesis also unmasks the fraud 
committed by those neo-modernists who try to justify Lu-
ther’s errors with a Catholic label.

Brother Tomas was ordained Priest on 29 June 1975 by 
Pope Paul VI in Rome. On that day, Father Tomas of-
fered his life in exchange for the freedom of the Church in 
his country.

Father Tomas graduated in Theology at the Pontifical Uni-
versity of Saint Thomas Aquinas in Rome in 1978, with 
the same subject matter he had already developed in the-
sis for his Licence. The title of the thesis is L’azione divina 
e la libertà nel processo della giustificazione secondo la 
dottrina di S. Tommaso d’Aquino (Divine Action and Free-
dom in the Process of Justification, according to the 
Teachings of St. Thomas Aquinas) in 300 pages. The di-
rector of his thesis was the Dominican philosopher and 
theologian Felice Lagutaine.

Upon his return to Bologna, Fr Tomas was made teacher 
of Moral Theology and with his illuminated words came an 
acute and convincing presentation of true doctrine, with 
an intelligent critique of the principal errors in theological 
environments. Despite some opposition, Fr Tomas 
proudly keep on leading his mission, knowing his respon-
sibility towards God and souls.

In 1980 Fr Tomas became Deputy Chairman of Bologna 
Theological Academic Centre (Studio Teologico Acca-
demico Bolognese).
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As a preacher Fr Tomas was assiduous and zealous, and 
at the same time he developed a wide and diversified 
apostolate in different milieus; he brought back to the 
Church many atheists who were led by him to the true 
faith and the Church. He consecrated himself to confes-
sion and the guidance of souls. Some of these joined the 
Dominicans, and he held spiritual exercises and gave 
other lectures. Moreover, for several years he showed his 
ministry at San Giacomo Fuori le Mura Parish, where he 
took particular direction of married and engaged couples.

Father Tomas was always available, sociable, reliable, 
kind, humble and he spoke sharply and never in vain. Fa-
ther Tomas lived all his life as a Dominican Friar in strict 
accordance with our Holy Rule. At the same time he 
never avoided the alleviations and joys of friendship in 
refreshing walks in the open air. He was a great lover of 
the Sacred Liturgy, of prayer and contemplation, and was 
very devoted to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the 
Blessed Sacrament. Although he fully appreciated the 
new rite of Vatican II, he had pleasure in celebrating the 
traditional Roman Rite for those who appreciated this 
beautiful and suggestive liturgy.

He was very devoted to the mother of God and to the 
Holy Rosary, and he was an admirer of the Marian spiritu-
ality of Saint Louis Marie Grignion de Monfort, whom he 
always recommended. As with all Slavs, Father Tomas 
was not only intelligent but also had great artistic sensibili-
ties and a sense of the beautiful: he loved literature and 
classical music, and was competent in these fields. He 
also took part in erudite discussions, such as the debates 
between scientists, philosophers, and theologians organ-
ized by his friend Father Sergio Parenti. Naturally, as a 
good theologian, he took care of the publications in 
learned literature.

His powerful physique was suddenly attacked at the age 
of thirty-nine by a terrible and incurable disease that led 
him to death in a mere two months, causing him great 
pain which he bravely endured.

Father Tomas lived the last month of his life in Germany, 
surrounded by the affection and loving care of his par-
ents. He was therefore buried in Neckargemünd. Even 
during the last month of his life, Fr Tomas still had enough 
strength to celebrate Mass in his own room.

In his final days, Father Tomas gave Dominican Publisher 
Father Vincenzo Benetollo a voluminous work on meta-
physics, on which he had been working for ten and more 
years, and which was published posthumously in 1991.

He died in Neckargemünd on 1 January 1990, while in his 
country there was the passage from oppressive atheistic 
Marxism to democracy: the wishes of Fr Thomas had 
been heard! He was buried on 5 January 1990.

Immediately after his holy death, devotees and friends in 
Italy and the Czech Republic sought his canonization. 
Their perseverance was rewarded on 25 February 2006, 
when the Archbishop of Bologna, His Eminence Carlo 
Cardinal Caffarra, inaugurated the beginning of the beati-
fication process in the Basilica of St. Dominic.

The Thoughts of Father Tomas Tyn

The thinking of Father Tomas Tyn is a global vision of 
Catholic doctrine, presented systematically in the theo-
logical and philosophical aspects of the Scholastic School 
of St. Thomas Aquinas.

The main areas examined and illustrated by the Servant 
of God are the doctrine of the Unity of God, the mystery of 
the Blessed Trinity, the Incarnation, the Redemption, the 
doctrine of Sanctifying Grace, of justification, of the theo-
logical virtues, metaphysics (especially the doctrine of 
being as substance, in accordance with the mode of anal-
ogy and participation), anthropology, the Holy Angels, the 
principles of moral theology, and the moral virtues.

In some publications in magazines and in many lectures, 
he touched on theology, philosophy and current affairs 
(mainly ethics and society), pointing out the main princi-
ples that enlighten them and paying attention to the needs 
of man today.

Father Tomas, with regard to the Magisterium of Holy 
Mother Church and the teachings of Vatican II, aimed at 
transmitting traditional, eternal, and universal principles to 
future generations, along with the philosophy, ethics, re-
ligiosity, and theology of Catholicism. He set them out, 
examined them, and explained them with his sharp intelli-
gence and his great learning, to provide new explanations 
and deductions to improve Catholic thought.

The thinking of Father Tomas excels in doctrine, in terms 
of purity and orthodoxy. His is a sure and reliable method, 
following upon which we can know we are in line with the 
purest Catholic teachings. These he deduced from his 
solid and certain faith, from the Magisterium of the 
Church, and from the greatest theologians of the past and 
the present, especially those from the Thomistic School.

With to these criteria, our Servant of God studied several 
doctrines of the present and of the past, pointing out, as 
Aquinas says, the origin of errors, and explaining with firm 
arguments why they are wrong and indicating the truth 
opposed to them. This he always did in a gentle, elegant 
way, avoiding personal attacks (which horrified him), and 
only bringing to his debates those ideas which were for 
the common good of truth and the Church.

In the tormented period of the post-conciliar changes, 
very often characterized by progressivism of the modern-

Tomas Tyn
(Continued from previous page)
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Anyone who has received graces through the interces-
sion of the Servant of God Father Tomas Tyn should 
contact the Vice-Postulator of his cause, Father Gio-
vanni Cavalcoli OP, Convento di San Domenico, Piazza 
San Domenico 13, 40124 Bologna, Italy (telephone +39 
051 640 0418 or +39 051 640 0411). e-mail: padre-
cavalcoli@gmail.com

If you wish to help by financing publications by or about 
Father Tomas Tyn, please contact:

 Padre Giovanni Cavalcoli, OP, Convento S. 
Domenico, Piazza S. Domenico 13, 40124 Bologna

 Alternatively, you can make donations to: Associazi-
one Cenacolo di San Domenico, specifying on your 
banker’s slip AMICI di PADRE TOMAS TYN OP 
payable to the Banca Popolare dell’Emilia Ro-
magna, Via Venezian 5a, Bologna Branch, account 
number 0201/1634124, and specifying the following 
sort and other Italian banking codes: ABI 05387—
CAB 02400 – Current Account n° 000001634124 -
CIN L IBAN Code: IT94 L 05387 02400 000001 
634124.

 Or: Cenacolo di San Domenico (specifying on your 
Post Office slip “Padre Tomas Tyn OP”) - Bologna –
at post office Account N° 94406725.

Web sites on Father Tomas Tyn include the following:
www.studiodomenicano.com - www.arpato.org (with
blog).

Books by or about Father Tomas Tyn OP, written or 
edited by Father Giovanni Cavalcoli OP, may be found 
at Catholic bookshops or from publishing house 
www.fedecultura.com 

Translated by Alfredo Campagnoli and revised by Tho-
mas Marshall.

Professor Adriano Bausola, one of the leading Catholic 
philosophers of the last century, at the presentation of his 
masterpiece Father Tyn, Metafisica della sostanza, be-
gins with the following words: “While reading the impor-
tant work of Father Tyn, which I have the honor to pre-
sent, the imagine of a beautiful oasis in the desert came 
to mind. The oasis is a vigorous discussion of metaphys-
ics, and the desert is modern philosophical thought: flat 
and unfaithful to the reason.”

This reference to the reason is in line with one of the sub-
jects present in the Magisterium of Pope Benedict XVI. It 
is on this basis, the common heritage of everyone 
whether religious or atheist, that we must try today to pre-
serve the dignity of man, an animal endowed with reason, 
to prepare the way of the Lord according to the exhorta-
tion of St. John the Baptist.

Father Giovanni Cavalcoli, OP

ist and no-rules type, Father Tomas felt it to be his mis-
sion to remember the importance of Tradition which was 
being forgotten, and to remove the mask from modern-
ism. He worked for the future, which can only be based 
upon the groundwork Tradition. At the same time, Father 
Tomas avoided that kind of traditionalism that went 
against the post-conciliar Church. We can define him as a 
post-conciliar traditionalist.

During the period of his highest speculative thought, Fa-
ther Tomas never forgot his role as a Dominican Friar, 
worried as he was about the salvation and sanctification 
of souls. For this reason his pastoral way of speaking is 
always present, even when he seems to have moved 
away from reality: on the contrary these moments are 
when he is in the heart of reality, especially if it is divine 
and supernatural reality. Indeed he professed his Scho-
lastic realism and avoided the dangerous dialectical 
games of the Idealists, of which he is a clearly a critic. 
Father Tomas, being a virtuous theologian, could endure 
the criticisms he received from others in the Catholic 
sphere, because they were unable to appreciate the value 
of his thoughts or because they were influenced by the 
very modernism he was fighting against.

Since confusion and relativism are increasing every day 
in morals, the need to refer to the thoughts of Tomas 
Tyn’s teaching will increase. Father Tomas reminds us, 
with his powerful dogmatic and speculative mind, that we 
can only hope to defeat moral errors by confuting those 
speculative and dogmatic errors that underlie them by 
providing proper arguments and true doctrine. 

Here is how Father Battista Mondin, the well-known lec-
turer in the history of theology, recapitulates the specificity 
of the teaching Father Tomas gave of The Metaphysics of 
Being by St. Thomas Aquinas:

Firstly: the originality of his metaphysics consists in inten-
sive being, which Father Tyn says should not be in oppo-
sition to Aristotle’s doctrine of the substance, but should 
be its coherent development.”

Secondly: the starting point of the metaphysics of Saint 
Thomas is the same as the metaphysics of Aristotle; his 
object can only be the “being qua being” and, I add, the 
sensible being, of which with we appropriate by inductive 
procedure, and from which the notion of spiritual being 
(the person) can be deduced, and additionally the exis-
tence of God, ipsum Esse per se subsistens, as St. Tho-
mas says.

Thirdly: the rehabilitation of the essence in contrast with 
Etienne Gilson’s “Existential Thomism.” Whereas Gilson 
excludes the presence of the essence in God, Father Tyn 
shows that essence is a part of the original structure of 
each being, as well as the divine Substance.”

Tomas
(Continued from previous page)
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standing of death and ethics differs from that being pro-
moted by the American Medical Association and the 
American Hospital Association.  She will also discuss 
POLST (Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment) 
which is also being hotly promoted by medical and end of 
life professionals.  Pertinent forms will be distributed at 
the same time.  
  
Our first annual St Catherine of Siena Day of Reflection 
will be held on April 28 at St Albert Priory.  Fr Augustine 
Thompson our new Religious Assistant is the scheduled 
speaker.  Topic:  The Politics of St Catherine of Siena.

Gloria Escalona 

Holy Rosary, Portland

On March 24 the chapter held a day of recollection. It be-
gan with 8:00 a.m. Mass followed by coffee and other re-
freshments. Fr Vincent Kelber OP presented some 
Lenten reflections. Lunch was "brown bag" and the day 
concluded at about 3:00 p.m.

For ongoing formation we are continuing our study of 
"Jesus of Nazareth" book 2 by Pope Benedict XVI which 
focuses on the death and resurrection of Jesus beginning 
with the events of Palm Sunday and concluding with the 
Ascension and promise of Christ's return at the end of 
time. The plan is to finish this study by summer.

Chapter members are encouraged to watch for sales of 
canned goods and other items year round to donate for 
our annual Thanksgiving basket apostolate which seems 
to get bigger every year. 

At our April chapter meeting we will be having elections 
for positions on the council that are due to be filled. The 
new terms will begin in October, 2012.

Prayer intentions: Bev Poedel, Suzie King, Annette 
Wostl's brother, David Johnson; Rebecca Lewis's grand-
mother, Peggy Brandis, Roberta Powell's mother, 
Ruthann Saul.

Please pray also for Fr Thomas More McGreevy, OP, 
who passed away on 2-3-12 Sr Mary Assumpta, OP of 
the cloistered nuns at Corpus Christi Monastery in Menlo 
Park who also passed away in February, 2012.

Ms. Roberta Powell OP

From the Chapters

St Andrew, Riverside

Recently, we have been studying the Gospels of Mark 
and John.  On Sunday, March 18th, we celebrated the 
90th birthday of our most senior member, Emily Mudge.  
A home made cake was shared by the chapter!  Emily 
has been a member of our chapter since its early days.  
She is now a prayer member but she was able to come to 
our regular meeting for this special occasion!  We wish 
everyone a blessed Easter season!

Mr. William Rabalais, OP

St Albert, Oakland

The loss of Ellen Logue, such a beloved and longstand-
ing member is being acutely felt in the Chapter as well as 
her parish and certainly by the friars to whom she was 
very devoted.  Our Chapter extends it's arms in gratitude 
to those who prayed for her, her family, and for us.  Also, 
on behalf of the family, thank you for all the gestures of 
love and numerous masses that were said for her.  Thank 
you.   
  
Our new Religious Assistant is Fr Augustine Thompson 
OP, Professor of History, especially Medieval History, at 
the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology in 
Berkeley.  He took Office at our March meeting at which 
time he also blessed our simple little altar, which we put 
up at each meeting.  It has been waiting for a Religious 
Assistant to bless it for a long time:  a crucifix, a picture of 
St Dominic, 2 candles and 2 glass candle holders. 
  
Our study program this year consisted of 2 foci:  the 
Eucharist and Pre-Need Activities.   In February Susan 
Dunn led a very animated discussion of the Eucharist and 
the Real Presence and how so many, especially young 
Catholics no longer believe in the Real Presence because 
they don't understand or were poorly catechized and how 
our faith can serve as a witness to Christ's presence in 
the world.  In March Lina Angeles gave a thoughtful 
presentation on the Eucharist as Communion.  Discus-
sions became animated while debating how the concept 
of community could so easily be misunderstood and lead 
to universalism, and how that term "universalism" can 
have many meanings, including Christian and non-
Christian.  In April a guest speaker Mary Ann Hauser RN 
PhD (retired Professor of Nursing at the Dominican Uni-
versity in San Rafael and Founder of the local chapter of 
the National Association of Catholic Nurses) will discuss 
Catholic Advance Directives and how a Catholic under-

(Continued on next page)
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Newly professed Br. Peter Junipero Hannah, OP, joined by 
chapter members Gloria Serpa to the left and Richard de Lorim-
ier (and his son, John Pedro) to the right, and in the middle, by 
the Master of Novices, Fr. Anthony Rosevear, OP

From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

St. Dominic, Eagle Rock

The chapter is continuing with its Bible Study on the book 
of Matthew, led by Formation Directress Fran Barrios. 
There will be a Profession Service on April 28, during the 
8 am Mass at St. Dominic's Church. Six members are 
Professing for Life: Rosita Dizon, Manuela Jabat, Ernan 
Quito, Ron and Grace Rojas and Roger Vignocchi. 
Two members are Professing Temporary: Dancy Acoba 
and Will Duquette. This is an particularly joyous time for 
Roger Vignocchi, completing a twelve year journey after 
many obstacles; for God’s Will will be done, although the 
path can twist and turn in surprising ways. In May, the 
chapter will be holding elections, and all the long-term 
members are delighted at getting six new Life members!

Roger Vignocchi

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park

Corpus Christi Chapter wishes all our brothers and sisters 
in St. Dominic a Blessed Easter.  On April 21, 2012, we 
joined our Dominican family in celebrating the Solemn 
Profession of Brother Peter Junipero Hannah, OP and 
Brother Corwin Saxon Low, OP at St. Dominic’s 
Church.  The Mass of Solemn Profession was celebrated 
by Fr Mark Padrez, OP, Prior Provincial and a light re-
ception was served in the parish hall. On Sunday, May 
13th, the chapter will attend the First Profession of Sr 
Mary Isabel, OP at the Monastery.  Also in May, a new 
inquirer will be joining us to discern Dominican life in our 
chapter.

Charo Aguirre

St Mary Magdalene, Tempe

The chapter is planning their annual retreat May 18-20 at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Monastery in Phoenix.  The 
theme is "Celebration" -- of our vocation as Lay Domini-
cans and of God's action in our lives.  Our retreat master 
is Fr. Stephan Bauer, OSC.  We are looking forward to 
the weekend praying, meditating, and discussing.

At our April 16 meeting, our Provincial Promoter, Fr Vin-
cent Serpa, OP, joined us in our discussion and shared 
his concern for the three "orphaned" chapters of the 
Phoenix Metro Area.

Karen Woods

Holy Family Chapter, Portland

The procession slowly progressed up 
the aisle as the incense rose to the 
ceiling in the direction of the angelic 
voices singing the Dominican Chant 
for the Officium: Mihi adhaerere. So 
begins the Mass for the Feast of St. 
Catherine of Siena at Holy Rosary 
church in Portland, Oregon (http://
holyrosarypdx.org/). The voices were 
from Cantores in Ecclesia (http://
www.cantoresinecclesia.org/) a long-
standing, internationally renowned 
choir devoted to the restoration of 
Catholic liturgy. The celebration was 
a Missa Cantata according to the 

Dominican Rite, celebrated by Fr Vincent Kelber, OP. 

Holy Rosary Parish is home to two chapters of Dominican 
Laity: Holy Rosary (the second oldest chapter in the Prov-
ince) and Holy Family. Many member of these third order 
communities have long supported the restoration of the 
liturgy, evidenced by this special liturgy in honor of our 
Patroness and the regular celebration of a sung Latin 
Mass, in the ordinary form, every Sunday.

The celebration for the Feast of St. Catherine of Siena 
was Missa ‘Regina Caeli’ (Jacobus de Kerle, 1531-1591). 
The Propers were all sung according to Dominican Chant. 
The Alleluia after the Epistola: Alleuluia, Alleluia. Brighter 
than all the stars shines Catherine, she is, moreover, ever 
the glory of virgins. The Postcommunio, remembering our 
Patroness: Having, received this sacrament of divine 
grace, O Lord, we pray, that through the pleading of 
blessed Catherine, your virgin most pleasing to you, we 
may overcome all onslaughts of our foe; that continually 
advancing toward our eternal redemption, we may always 
be pleasing in your sight: through our Lord.

(Continued on next page)
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Left to right, Mr. Dan Morin OP, Moderator of Bl. Bartolo 
Longo Chapter in formation, Fr. Albert Felice Pace OP, 
Director of St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center, Univer-
sity of Nevada, Las Vegas, and Mr. Joseph Haller OP. 
This  picture follows a special Saturday Mass on January 
28, St. Thomas Aquinas’s feast day, when we received 
Joseph into our chapter in formation. 

Keneth Benito, Inquirer, Mr. David Georgia  OP, Mr. Jose Me-
dina OP, Mrs. Rose Richardson Inquirer, Ms. Mary Ann Afzelius 
Inquirer, Mr. Joseph Haller OP, Mrs. Irene Olender OP,  a visitor 
standing next to Fr. Albert Felice-Pace OP.  We are holding 
pictures of Bl. Bartolo Longo and also Our Lady of Pompeii, the 
image that Bl. Bartolo brought to Pompeii when he was inspired 
to teach the Rosary to the people of the Pompeii region.  

From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

Bl. Bartolo Longo Chapter in Formation in Las Vegas

For the past three months our little community has re-
ceived several visitors at each meeting. We will be start-
ing another Inquirers group in August, 2012. We are using 
the formation materials available on the Dominican Laity 
Western Province website. Our community members 
meet for liturgy of the hours at other parishes, usually on 
Tuesday afternoon. We usually have both members and 
visitors who are interested in learning more about the Do-
minican Laity and Praying the Liturgy of the Hours. 

Dan Morin

There is a particular joy in participating in a liturgy so simi-
lar to what our Patroness prayed. Holding this expression 
of the order alive and active is important as part of our 
tradition in the Order. 

Afterwards there was a reception hosted by both Lay Do-
minican Chapters. 

There are a number of websites devoted to liturgical re-
form and restoration, including the Dominican Rite. Two 
places to start include: 
http://dominican-liturgy.blogspot.com/ and 
http://www.op-stjoseph.org/preaching/dominican_rite/
home/. 

Gary Sims
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One of the most beloved and respected member of the 
Dominican Laity of the Western Province passed into 
eternity in March.  Ellen Logue was the youngest of 5 chil-
dren and was incredibly devoted to her family and friends, 
to her parish, to her Catholic Church, to her profession of 
teaching, to the Dominican Laity, and to the Dominican 
friars. 

Devoted to her family:  She stayed close to her family and 
traveled back East at least once a year to visit them.  She 
suffered when her brother suffered and prayed to St Jo-
seph her patron and to Christ very hard that he might be 
released from this world and enter into paradise; and was 
filled with joy when her prayers were answered in a most 
timely manner.  She is survived by her sisters-in-law Mar-
garet, Mary Ann, and Marion, a dozen surviving nieces 
and nephews and sixteen grand nieces and nephews.  
She is predeceased by her brothers Edward J. Logue, J. 
Gordon Logue and his wife Susan, John Logue, and 
Frank Logue.

Devoted to her Church:  Eucharistic minister, Lector, all 
around volunteer.  She helped organize liturgical activities 
and celebrations.  As Fr David Farrugia OP, Pastor of St 
Mary Magdalen, found out when, just before Holy Week, 
he asked "Who usually chose the speakers for Good Fri-
day?" and was told "Ellen."  Who usually organized this?  
Ellen.  Who usually did that?  Ellen.  Wonderful Ellen.  
That is not to say she did everything.  She knew very well 
how to delegate, and how to choose the best person for 
the job.  

Devoted to her profession of teaching:  Ellen graduated 
from Chestnut Hill College in Philadelphia in 1947 with 
honors.  She later earned Masters degrees from Catholic 
University and San Francisco State University.  As a 
young woman she moved from Philadelphia to California 
where she taught History and Political Science for four 
years at San Francisco College for Women, now coedu-
cational and known as Lone Mountain College, a branch 

of the University of San Francisco.  In 1953 she began a 
long career as an elementary school teacher, teaching 
grades one through six in what would become the Rich-
mond Unified School District before retiring in 1987.  She 
received the Elementary School Teacher of the Year 
Award for the District for 1984-1985.  In these organiza-
tions she served in a variety of leadership roles on the 
boards and, for some, as president.  During her teaching 
career and after retirement Ellen proved a most valuable 
mentor to new teachers, through several university pro-
grams and as a fellow to the University of California 
Berkeley School of Education.  

Devoted to the Dominican Order:  when she moved to 
California she became active in the Dominican Laity and 
was a frequent visitor, helper, joyful counselor, Wedding 
Coordinator, and generous supporter of the friars at St 
Albert Priory.  As one older friar, who knew her when he 
was a novice, once said, "I was sure she had an apart-
ment in the Priory, since I saw her there in the early morn-
ing and she was still around in the evening."  In 2003 she 
was honored by the friars with the prestigious Archbishop 
Joseph Alemany Award for meritorious service to the 
Western Dominican Province.  She held almost all, if not 
every officer position, in the Lay Chapter Council and in 
the Lay Provincial Council.  She was Formation Director 
for about 20 years and drafted the first Formation Pro-
gram for the Province, which was in use by some Chap-
ters (such as St Albert the Great Chapter) in some modi-
fied form until recently.  At the time of her death she was 
serving her second term in a row as Chapter Secretary.  
When she went into the hospital, she gave her apartment 
keys to a Council member to go into her apartment to get 
the minutes and other documents we needed for the next 
meeting.  She was always ready to jump in to give a study 
presentation to the Chapter and gave at least one presen-
tation a year.  Just this past October, she had led a dis-
cussion on the changes in the Eucharist:  the Liturgy of 
the Word.  

TRIBUTE TO ELLEN LOGUE - PREEMINENT LAY DOMINICAN
Born October 7, 1926 - Died March 16, 2012

Received November 3, 1950 - Life Profession November 4, 1951 

"What I remember about Ellen is her advice to me regarding Morning Prayer.  
She said, she said it in the morning before she got out of bed and its the only way 

she could be sure she would be faithful to it. She had her priorities straight!  
I also realized how resilient she was with her multiple illnesses.  She was always ready 

to bounce back. She had such an optimism and such faith!" -- Ms. Susan Dunn, OP

"The Church wishes to serve this single end: that each person may be able to find Christ,
in order that Christ may walk with each person the path of life, with the power of the truth 

about man and the world that is contained in the mystery of the Incarnation and the 
Redemption and with the power of the love that is radiated by that truth." 

-- Pope John Paul II in Redemptor Hominis, 13

Continued on next page)



Truth Be Told 22                                                Page 34                                                  May-Jun 

Bl Margaret of Castello Chapter Bids Fond Farewell to 
Sister Alice Marie Schmidt OP

As her Chapter Moderator, she was my right hand.  As 
my friend, she was ready to help me, to pray with me, to 
counsel and guide, like an angel.  Her wisdom, knowl-
edge, energy, and gentleness will be missed.  I know she 
is praying for us all, yet somehow, I feel she is praying 
especially and particularly for me.  Perhaps, she gives 
that feeling to all those who knew her.  Thank you Ellen, 
for your love and generosity of self.  Thank you dear Lord 
for bringing Ellen into my life.  

The rosary was held on Thursday, March 22nd at St Mary 
Magdalen.  The rosary was led by Fr Albert Paretsky, OP, 
who presented a great and descriptive little homily / story 
about Ellen for each mystery.  The Funeral Mass was 
held Friday, March 23rd and was presided by Fr. Joseph 
Sergott, OP and about a dozen Dominican friars helped 
concelebrate.  The church was full of friends, parishion-
ers, members of the California Teacher's Association 
(CTA), the National Education Association (NEA), and 
Lay Dominicans from all over the Bay Area.  Burial was in 
the Lay Dominican plot at St Dominic Cemetery in Beni-
cia.  In lieu of flowers Ellen requested that donations be 
made Chestnut Hill College's building fund (www.chc.edu) 
or to the Western Dominican Province's Education fund 
(www.opwest.org). 

Notes of condolence can be sent to the Logue Family at:
Logue Family c/o McLaughlin

409 Creekside Plaza
Gahanna, OH 43230

Adrian Dominican Sister Alice-Marie 
Schmidt OP has served the chapter as Reli-
gious Assistant for most of the chapter’s 
short history. In December, Fr Vincent Kel-
ber OP, the chapter’s new RA, helped us 
celebrate her years of service. As the chap-
ter loves to celebrate, a special cake to 
honor Sister was shared at the April chapter 
meeting, the last that Sister will be able to 
attend. She is now packing for a move to 
Seattle, Washington. We have appreciated 
her friendship and her more than half cen-
tury of service to the Order.

Ellen Logue celebrated 60 years as a Dominican 
At the 2011 Lay Provincial Council meeting.

Tribute
(Continued from previous page)
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Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com

3337 S. Minuteman Pl.
Boise, ID 83706

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    -St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8


