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What is My Galilee?  

Holy Father Francis 
ñSweet Christ on earth,ò St. Catherine of Siena 

The Gospel of the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
begins with the journey of the women to the 
tomb at dawn on the day after the Sabbath. 
They go to the tomb to honor the body of the 
Lord, but they find it open and empty. A mighty 
angel says to them: ñDo not be afraid!ò (Mt 
28:5) and orders them to go and tell the disci-
ples: ñHe has been raised from the dead, and 
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galileeò (v. 
7). The women quickly depart and on the way 
Jesus himself meets them and says: ñDo not 
fear; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see meò (v. 10). ñDo not be 
afraidò, ñdo not fearò: these are words that en-
courage us to open our hearts to receive the 
message. 
 
After the death of the Master, the disciples had 
scattered; their faith had been utterly shaken, 
everything seemed over, all their certainties 
had crumbled and their hopes had died. But 
now that message of the women, incredible as 
it was, came to them like a ray of light in the 
darkness. The news spread: Jesus is risen as 
he said. And then there was his command to 
go to Galilee; the women had heard it twice, 
first from the angel and then from Jesus him-
self: ñLet them go to Galilee; there they will see 
meò. ñDo not fearò and ñgo to Galileeò. 
 
Galilee is the place where they were first 
called, where everything began! To return 
there, to return to the place where they were 
originally called. Jesus had walked along the 
shores of the lake as the fishermen were cast-
ing their nets. He had called them, and they left 
everything and followed him (cf. Mt 4:18-22). 
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We must not seek peace for its own sake, and on no account must we seek 
any and every kind of peace, but seek God and content ourselves with that 
peace which He alone can give to our soul. Those restless in the world are 
nearer to God than those satisfied in the world. 

 - Dietrich von Hildebrand 
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The Living God 
(Continued from page 1) 

To return there means reviving 
the memory of that moment 
when his eyes met mine, the 
moment when he made me 
realize that he loved me. 
 
Today, tonight, each of us can 
ask: What is my Galilee? I 
need to remind myself, to go 
back and remember. Where is 
my Galilee? Do I remember it? 
Have I forgotten it? Seek and 
you will find it! There the Lord 
is waiting for you. Have I gone 
off on roads and paths which 
made me forget it? Lord, help 
me: tell me what my Galilee is; 

for you know that I want to return there to encounter you 
and to let myself be embraced by your mercy. Do not be 
afraid, do not fear, return to Galilee! 
 
The Gospel is very clear: we need to go back there, to 
see Jesus risen, and to become witnesses of his resur-
rection. This is not to go back in time; it is not a kind of 
nostalgia. It is returning to our first love, in order to re-
ceive the fire which Jesus has kindled in the world and to 
bring that fire to all people, to the very ends of the earth. 
Go back to Galilee, without fear!  
 
ñGalilee of the Gentilesò (Mt 4:15; Is 8:23)! Horizon of the 
Risen Lord, horizon of the Church; intense desire of en-
counteré Let us be on our way! 
 

É Libreria Editrice Vaticana 2014  
from CatholicCulture.org (Link) 

 

To return to Galilee means to 
re-read everything on the basis 
of the cross and its victory, 
fearlessly: ñdo not be afraidò. 
To re-read everything ï Jesusô 
preaching, his miracles, the 
new community, the excite-
ment and the defections, even 
the betrayal ï to re-read every-
thing starting from the end, 
which is a new beginning, from 
this supreme act of love. 
 
For each of us, too, there is a 
ñGalileeò at the origin of our 
journey with Jesus. ñTo go to 
Galileeò means something 
beautiful, it means rediscovering our baptism as a living 
fountainhead, drawing new energy from the sources of 
our faith and our Christian experience. To return to Gali-
lee means above all to return to that blazing light with 
which Godôs grace touched me at the start of the journey. 
From that flame I can light a fire for today and every day, 
and bring heat and light to my brothers and sisters. That 
flame ignites a humble joy, a joy which sorrow and dis-
tress cannot dismay, a good, gentle joy. 
 
In the life of every Christian, after baptism there is also 
another ñGalileeò, a more existential ñGalileeò: the experi-
ence of a personal encounter with Jesus Christ who 
called me to follow him and to share in his mission. In this 
sense, returning to Galilee means treasuring in my heart 
the living memory of that call, when Jesus passed my 
way, gazed at me with mercy and asked me to follow him. 

(Continued on next page) 

Praised be Jesus 
 

ñNow the earth was formless and empty, darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the watersò (Gen 1:2).  
 
The Season of Easter becomes especially hopeful as we 
approach the day of Pentecost. This is the day we cele-
brate the promise of the Holy Spirit in our lives. The gift of 
the Holy Spirit goes hand in hand with the gift of Redemp-
tion. Once redeemed, the Advocate is there to renew and 
strengthen us on the way to salvation. 
 
Renewing ourselves in the Holy Spirit is one of the most 
important aspects of the spiritual life. Although we receive 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit at Confirmation, we lose their 
efficacy through sin. The Sacrament of Confession re-

stores these gifts to us, but too often, and sometimes very 
quickly, we lose them again.  
 
Doesnôt it seem like every time you go to confession you 
confess the same sins over and over. The circumstances 
may change but the sin is the same. As discouraging as 
that may sound, itôs actually natural. Most people struggle 
with certain weaknesses that are very difficult to over-
come. It takes enormous effort and heroic virtue to attain 
freedom from these tendencies. Left to ourselves, weôll 
experience little or no success. But the power of the Holy 
Spirit renews, restores and confirms us in Grace. 
 
To receive this power we have to dispose ourselves to 
Grace. Confession is the first and primary step toward 

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=10522
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attaining a personal relationship with the Holy Spirit. This 
is especially necessary when dealing with sins of the 
flesh, as, ñOur bodies are temples of the Holy Spiritò (I 
Cor 6:19-20).  If our temple is defiled, then the fruits of 
worship and contemplation will be lacking. The second 
step is contemplation. Contemplating the beauty of the 
Holy Spirit brings forth fruits of friendship and union with 
God. The third step is to pray for the gifts of the Holy Spir-
it to be fully developed in our soul (Wisdom, Understand-
ing, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety and Fear of the 
Lord); as well as being cognizant in cultivating the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit in our daily lives (Love, Joy, Peace, Long-
Suffering, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness 
and Self-Control).  
 
Throughout the Bible, we see the Holy Spirit pouring His 
power into followers of God.  Joseph, Moses, David, Pe-
ter, and Paul all experienced renewal from the Holy Spirit. 
We may feel we have nothing in common with them, but 
the truth is that the Holy Spirit helped each of them to 
change. He stands ready to help us change from the per-
son we are today to the person we want to be, ever closer 
to the character of Christ.  
 
Once changed, this Grace isnôt to be kept solely for our 
own edification. Its part of the message of the Good News 
that weôre called to preach. St. Peterôs speech at Pente-
cost was precisely that ï an invitation to communion with 
the Holy Spirit; ñRepent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spir-
itò (Acts 2:38-40). 
 
Come Holy Spirit 
 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle 
in them the fire of your love. 
V. Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created. 
R. And You shall renew the face of the earth. 
Let us pray. 
O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the 
hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we 
may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations. 
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 
Holy Spirit Novena 
 
Dearest Holy Spirit, confiding in Your deep, personal love 
for me, I am making this novena for the following request, 
if it be Your Holy Will to grant it:  
(mention your request). 
 
Teach me, Divine Spirit, to know and seek my last end; 
grant me the holy fear of God; grant me true contrition 
and patience.  

Praised be Jesus 
(Continued from previous page) 

 
Do not let me fall into sin. Give me an increase of faith, 
hope and charity, and bring forth in my soul all the virtues 
proper to my state in life. 
 
Make me a faithful disciple of Jesus and an obedient child 
of the Church. Give me efficacious grace sufficient to 
keep the Commandments and to receive the Sacraments 
worthily.  
 
Give me the four Cardinal Virtues, Your Seven Gifts, Your 
Twelve Fruits.  
 
Raise me to perfection in the state of life to which You 
have called me and lead me through a happy death to 
everlasting life. 
 
I ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
May the Holy Spirit be your constant companion, 
In Jesus and St. Dominic, 
Denise Harvey, Vice President Western Province 
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From the Editor 

 

This issue represents a bit of a departure from past is-
sues in combining two issues into one.  Why have I done 
that?  
 
At the end of April, just days before I would have sent out 
the May-June issue, I ended up in the hospital because of 
a pulmonary embolism resulting from a blood clot in my 
leg. This also included pneumonia and respiratory failure. 
 
These things can be fatal, and God in His ineffable Wis-
dom has taken me through this unexpected journey, and 
left me here with you. As part of this journey, recovery 
meant staying away from the computer; a harder habit to 
break than coffee was (and yes, now Iôve fallen back into 
both).  I have since heard other stories of much more pro-
found cases of P.E., and realize that I got off rather lightly.   
 
Nevertheless, I have been off work now for almost two 
months, making the best of recovery, enjoying the pas-
time of INR numbers that comes with Coumadin therapy; 
trying to get my clotting factor into the proper therapeutic 
range. 
 
One of my favorite psalm verses in  the Liturgy of the 
Hours is ñMake us know the shortness of our life that we 
may gain wisdom of heartò (Ps 90).  This one always 
caught my attention, as it is good to remember that we 
have been admonished to have our hearts set on eternity, 
not the things which are passing away. And eternity is no 
more than a breath and a heartbeat away. 
 
Yet it is one thing to know this, and it is another to know it. 
 

St Augustine said, of the two types of knowledge, by way 
of explanation, that a woman knows the child is hers, be-
cause she bore it; while the man knows the child is his, 
because she said so.  Such is the nature of our 
knowledge learned by experience as opposed to the what 
we have received from others.  Such is our knowledge of 
God, like the manôs, something received, and when God 
decides to share, through contemplation, His own 
knowledge, and our participation in that knowledge rises 
to the level of experience. 
 
All this is but a reflection on the eternal, something a hos-
pital bed and pain never before imagined assists with to a 
remarkable degree.  We live alongside the eternal, not 
just the cloud of witnesses who surround us, but the God 
who sustains us every moment, and at Holy Communion, 
unites Himself to us in a way we cannot fully comprehend, 
keeping His promise to be with us to the end of time. 
 
It is Jesus, in whom we live and move and have our be-
ing, who sustains us, and in whose name we struggle to 
live in accord with His commandments of love.  My, how 
easy to get distracted, to count the cost, to tithe mint and 
cumin, to lower the eyes of the soul to the things of earth 
instead of the things of heaven. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me,  
a sinner. 
 
Mark Gross, 
Editor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic, 
 
Once again, I want to remind you that the Lay Provincial 
Council for the Western Province will be held August 8 ï 
10.  Itôs a bit later this year because St. Albert Priory is 
exceptionally busy this summer and these dates were the 
only ones available for a group of our size. 
 
The letter of convocation went out in early June and Iôll be 
grateful for your updates of changes in your chapterôs 
LPC Representatives, if there have been changes.  Addi-
tionally, as the priory is so busy this summer it may be 
necessary to limit the number of observers who overnight 
at St. Albertôs, but I wonôt know until later and will advise 
as information becomes available. 
 

For those who will not attend the LPC in August, there is 
another event that the Laity of the Southern Province will 
be hosting ï a ñYear of the Dominican Laity Congressò to 
be held August 7 ï 9 at the Airport Marriott in Irving TX, 
near Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport.  It has been 
planned to be as central as possible for attendees coming 
from all parts of the country and with an eye to ease of 
access on arrival at the airport.  Theyôve arranged for a 
number of speakers, including the new promoter of the 
Laity, Fr. Rui Lopes.  More information is, or will shortly 
be, available at the Southern Province website at:  
http://laydomsouth.org.  
 
In St. Dominic, 
Tony Galati 
President 

From the President 
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Am I like the soldiers who strike the Lord, spit on him, in-
sult him, who find entertainment in humiliating him?  
 
Am I like the Cyrenean, who was returning from work, 
weary, yet was good enough to help the Lord carry his 
cross? 
 
Am I like those who walked by the cross and mocked Je-
sus: ñHe was so courageous! Let him come down from 
the cross and then we will believe in him!ò. Mocking Je-
susé. 
 
Am I like those fearless women, and like the mother of 
Jesus, who were there, and who suffered in silence?  
 
Am I like Joseph, the hidden disciple, who lovingly carries 
the body of Jesus to give it burial? 
 
Am I like the two Marys, who remained at the Tomb, 
weeping and praying?  
 
Am I like those leaders who went the next day to Pilate 
and said, ñLook, this man said that he was going to rise 
again. We cannot let another fraud take place!ò, and who 
block life, who block the tomb, in order to maintain doc-
trine, lest life come forth? 
 
Where is my heart? Which of these persons am I like? 
May this question remain with us throughout the entire 
week. 

É Libreria Editrice Vaticana 2014  

This week begins with the festive procession with olive 
branches: the entire populace welcomes Jesus. The chil-
dren and young people sing, praising Jesus. 
 
But this week continues in the mystery of Jesusô death 
and his resurrection. We have just listened to the Passion 
of our Lord. We might well ask ourselves just one ques-
tion: Who am I? Who am I, before my Lord? Who am I, 
before Jesus who enters Jerusalem amid the enthusiasm 
of the crowd? Am I ready to express my joy, to praise 
him? Or do I stand back? Who am I, before the suffering 
Jesus? 
 
We have just heard many, many names. The group of 
leaders, some priests, the Pharisees, the teachers of the 
law, who had decided to kill Jesus. They were waiting for 
the chance to arrest him. Am I like one of them? 
 
We have also heard another name: Judas. Thirty pieces 
of silver. Am I like Judas? We have heard other names 
too: the disciples who understand nothing, who fell asleep 
while the Lord was suffering. Has my life fallen asleep? 
Or am I like the disciples, who did not realize what it was 
to betray Jesus? Or like that other disciple, who wanted to 
settle everything with a sword? Am I like them? Am I like 
Judas, who feigns loved and then kisses the Master in 
order to hand him over, to betray him? Am I a traitor? Am 
I like those people in power who hastily summon a tribu-
nal and seek false witnesses: am I like them? And when I 
do these things, if I do them, do I think that in this way I 
am saving the people?  
 
Am I like Pilate? When I see that the situation is difficult, 
do I wash my hands and dodge my responsibility, allow-
ing people to be condemned ï or condemning them my-
self? 
 
Am I like that crowd which was not sure whether they 
were at a religious meeting, a trial or a circus, and then 
chose Barabbas? For them it was all the same: it was 
more entertaining to humiliate Jesus. 
 

Who Are We Before Jesus Who Triumphs and Before Jesus Who Suffers?  
Pope Francis 
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Continued on next page) 

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, falls on March 5 
this year. Lived well, Lent can convert the heart and trans-
form a personôs life. Thatôs the whole point of the season 
ï to ready us for the miracle of Easter. But self-
examination, repentance and reconciliation are rarely 
painless; they can sound a lot easier in theory than they 
are in practice. 
 
So as we start this yearôs Lenten journey, a few simple 
questions and answers might help us on our way: 
 
Reconciliation sounds great as an idea, but how do you 
reconcile with someone whoôs bitterly hurt you and wonôt 
even acknowledge that he or she has done wrong? Isnôt 
forgiveness a twoway street? 
 
Forgiving those who hurt us is our business. Making our 
forgiveness contingent on the other personôs admission of 
guilt is just another way of demanding justice and insisting 
on our ñrights.ò Thatôs a subtle form of pride. Jesus for-
gave his murderers even as they mocked him on the 
cross. His forgiveness was a free gift, no strings attached. 
We canôt follow him unless we do the same. 
 
However, youôre right that when a breach exists between 
two people, it canôt be healed unless both sincerely want 

Three Simple Questions on the Threshold of Lent 
Archbishop Charles Chaput 

it healed. Even then, someone or something has to pro-
vide a means of bringing them back together. Thatôs 
Godôs role. Reconciliation is the work of God. Seeking 
reconciliation is our work. We need to do whatever we 
can to make peace with others, and then leave the rest in 
the hands of God. 
 
But if justice is a good thing, why would I simply walk 
away from it when it comes to my own needs? 
 
You shouldnôt. Itôs always reasonable to insist on being 
treated fairly and honestly, and weôre obliged to treat oth-
ers in the same way. Unfortunately, you and I and every-
one else are also sinners ï which means that, inevitably, 
weôll treat others unjustly and be treated unjustly our-
selves. As a result, life can very quickly become a web of 
angry claims and counter-claims against each other, 
many of them just, and most of them unresolvable. 
 
The only way to cut our way out of this tangle is to forgive. 
Forgiveness is an act of freedom. It creates new possibili-
ties. It frees us from the burden of our own wounded self-
ishness, and it releases others to forgive and get free as 
well. Handing our claims over to God unburdens us of a 
huge weight ï a weight which will cripple us, no matter 
how legitimate our complaints, if we carry it too long. 
 
We always work more effectively for justice on behalf of 
others. When it comes to our own personal situation, the 
self always gets in the way and clouds our judgment. The 
great paradox of Godôs plan is that we only achieve jus-
tice through the practice of mercy. Mercy changes both 
the giver and the receiver. It softens the hardened heart. 
Thatôs why Scripture so often likens mercy to water in a 
desert: It brings new life. It encourages conversion and 
love, which breed acts of justice, which builds peace. So if 
you want justice for yourself and for others, forgive. Put 
mercy first. Justice will follow. 
 
Why do I need to indict myself to get ready for Easter? 
Isnôt Easter the season of new life? Whereôs the joy in 
spending Lent as the prosecutor at my own trial? 
 
We owe ourselves exactly the same mercy we owe to 
others. Vilifying ourselves isnôt the point of Lent. Purifying 
our hearts is. Lent is the time when we learn the language 
of repentance and forgiveness by disciplining our mind, 
our spirit and our appetites, so that nothing prevents us 
from hearing Godôs voice and seeking him out. The joy in 
Lent comes from our confidence in the resurrection of a 
Savior who will deliver us from sin and restore us to life. 
 
Of course, unless we understand our own sinfulness, un-
less we understand the urgency of repentance and recon-
ciliation, the Cross makes no sense; the Resurrection 

 

The obedient are not held captive by Holy Mother 
Church; it is the disobedient who are held captive by the 
world!  

- Diane M. Korzeniewski 
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The Language of Love 
Most Reverend James D. Conley, STL 

(Continued on next page) 

away death. It purifies us as vessels for Godôs new life. 
The Resurrection fills us with Godôs own life. 
 
Lent is an opportunity and a grace, not a burden. May we 
use the weeks of Lent this year to clean and ready our 
hearts so we can receive Jesus Christ this Easter, and 
share his life throughout 2014. 
 

Weekly Column by  
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. 

February 27, 2014 (Link) 
 

makes no sense. Easter joy is the joy of deliverance and 
new life. If we donôt believe in our bones that we really do 
desperately need these things, Easter is just another ex-
cuse for a holiday sale; and the Sacrament of Penance, 
and our fasting and almsgiving, are a waste of time. 
 
But in the silence of our own hearts, if weôre honest, we 
know we hunger for something more than our own selfish-
ness and mistakes. We were made for glory, and weôre 
empty of that glory until God fills us with his presence. All 
things are made new in the victory of Jesus Christ ï even 
sinners like you and me. The blood of the Cross washes 

Threshold 
(Continued from previous page) 

Twenty years ago, Blessed Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta stood before the President of 
the United States, before senators and con-
gressmen, before justices of the United 
States Supreme Court.  She spoke about 
her work among the worldôs poor.  She 
spoke about justice and compassion.  Most 
importantly, she spoke about love. 
 
ñLove,ò she told them, ñhas to hurt. I must 
be willing to give whatever it takes not to 
harm other people and, in fact, to do good 
to them.  This requires that I be willing to 
give until it hurts.  Otherwise, there is no 
true love in me and I bring injustice, not 
peace, to those around me.ò 
 
Sacrifice is the language of love.  Love is spoken in the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who poured out his life for us on 
the cross. Love is spoken in the sacrifice of the Christian 
life, sharing in Christôs life, death, and resurrection.  And 
love is spoken in the sacrifice of parents, and pastors, 
and friends. 
 
We live in a world short on love.  Today, love is too often 
understood as romantic sentimentality rather than un-
breakable commitment. But sentimentality is unsatisfying.  
Material things, and comfort, and pleasure bring only 
fleeting happiness.  The truth is that we are all searching 
for real love, because we are all searching for meaning.  
 
Loveðreal loveðis about sacrifice, and redemption, and 
hope.  Real love is at the heart of a rich, full life.  We are 

made for real love.  And all that we doðin 
our lives, our careers, and our families, es-
peciallyðshould be rooted in our capacity 
for real, difficult, unfailing love. 
 
But today, in a world short on love, weôre 
left without peace, and without joy. 
 
In my priesthood, I have stood in front of 
abortion clinics to offer help to women expe-
riencing unwanted pregnancies; I have 
prayed with the neglected elderly; and I 
have buried young victims of violence.  I 
have seen the isolation, the injustice, and 
the sadness that comes from a world short 
on love.  Mother Teresa believed, as do I, 

that much of the worldôs unhappiness and injustice begins 
with a disregard for the miracle of life created in the womb 
of mothers.  Today, our culture rejects love when it rejects 
the gift of new life, through the use of contraception 
 
Mother Teresa said that, ñin destroying the power of giv-
ing life, through contraception, a husband or wifeé
destroys the gift of love.ò 
 
Husbands and wives are made to freely offer themselves 
as gifts to one another in friendship, and to share in the 
life-giving love of God. 
 
He created marriage to be unifying and procreative.  To 
join husband and wife inseparably in the mission of love, 
and to bring forth from that love something new.  

http://archphila.org/archbishop-chaput/statements/statements.php
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Love 
(Continued from previous page) 

 

It is necessary to live as one thinks, if one does not wish 
to end up thinking as one lives.   

- Paul Bourget, Il Demone Meridiano 

 
Contraception robs the freedom for those possibilities. 
 
God made us to love and to be loved.  He made us to 
delight in the power of sexual love to bring forth new hu-
man beings, children of God, created with immortal souls.  
Our Church has always taught that rejecting the gift of 
children erodes the love between husband and wife: it 
distorts the unitive and procreative nature of marriage.  
The use of contraception gravely and seriously disrupts 
the sacrificial, holy, and loving meaning of marriage itself. 
 
The Church continues to call Catholic couples to unity 
and procreativity. Marriage is a call to greatnessðto lov-
ing as God lovesðfreely, creatively, and generously.  
God himself is a community of loveðthe Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.  Christian marriage is an invitation to 
imitate, and to know, and to share in the joyful freedom of 
Godôs love, an echo of the Holy Trinity. 
_________ 
 
In 1991, my predecessor, Bishop Glennon P. Flavin, 
wrote that ñthere can be no true happiness in your lives 
unless God is very much a part of your marriage cove-
nant.  To expect to find happiness in sin is to look for 
good in evilé. To keep God in your married life, to trust in 
his wisdom and love, and to obey his lawséwill deepen 
your love for each other and will bring to you that inner 
peace of mind and heart which is the reward of a good 
conscience.ò 
 
God is present in every marriage, and present during eve-
ry marital embrace.  He created sexuality so that males 
and females could mirror the Trinity: forming, in their sex-
ual union, the life-long bonds of family.  God chose to 
make spouses cooperators with him in creating new hu-
man lives, destined for eternity.  Those who use contra-
ception diminish their power to unite and they give up the 
opportunity to cooperate with God in the creation of life. 
 
As Bishop of Lincoln, I repeat the words of Bishop Flavin.  
Dear married men and women: I exhort you to reject the 
use of contraception in your marriage.  I challenge you to 
be open to Godôs loving plan for your life.  I invite you to 
share in the gift of Godôs life-giving love.  I fervently be-
lieve that in Godôs plan, you will rediscover real love for 
your spouse, your children, for God, and for the Church.  I 
know that in this openness to life, you will find the rich 
adventure for which you were made. 
 
Our culture often teaches us that children are more a bur-
den than a giftðthat families impede our freedom and 

diminish our finances.  We live in a world where large 
families are the objects of spectacle and derision, instead 
of the ordinary consequence of a loving marriage entrust-
ed to Godôs providence.  But children should not be 
feared as a threat or a burden, but rather seen as a sign 
of hope for the future.  
 
In 1995, Blessed John Paul II wrote that our culture suf-
fers from a ñhedonistic mentality unwilling to accept re-
sponsibility in matters of sexuality, andé a self-centered 
concept of freedom, which regards procreation as an ob-
stacle to personal fulfilment. ò  Generous, life-giving 
spousal love is the antidote to hedonism and immaturity: 
parents gladly give up frivolous pursuits and selfishness 
for the intensely more meaningful work of loving and edu-
cating their children. 
 
In the Diocese of Lincoln, I am grateful for the example of 
hundreds of families who have opened themselves freely 
and generously to children.  Some have been given large 
families, and some have not.  And of course, a few suffer 
the very difficult, hidden cross of infertility or low fertility.  
The mystery of Godôs plan for our lives is incomprehensi-
ble.  But the joy of these families, whether or not they 
bear many children, disproves the claims of the contra-
ceptive mentality.  
 
Dear brothers and sisters, Blessed John Paul II reminded 
us that, ñman is called to a fullness of life which far ex-
ceeds the dimensions of his earthly existence, because it 
consists in sharing the very life of God.ò  The sexual inti-
macy of marriage, the most intimate kind of human friend-
ship, is a pathway to sharing in Godôs own life.  It is a 
pathway to the fullness of our own human life; it is a 
means of participating in the incredible love of God.  Con-
traception impedes our share in Godôs creative love.  And 
thus it impedes our joy. 
 
The joy of families living in accord with Godôs plan ani-
mates and enriches our community with a spirit of vitality 
and enthusiasm.  The example of your friends and neigh-
bors demonstrates that while children require sacrifice, 
they are also the source of joy, meaning, and of peace.  
Who does not understand the great gift of a loving family?  
 
Yes, being lovingly open to children requires sacrifice. But 
sacrifice is the harbinger of true joy.  Dear brothers and 
sisters, I invite you to be open to joy. 
_________ 
 
Of course, there are some true and legitimate reasons 
why, at certain times, families may discern being called to 
the sacrifice of delaying children. For families with serious 
mental, physical, or emotional health problems, or who 

Continued on next page) 
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In a collection of essays by former Marxists called The 
God That Failed, poet Stephen Spender drew attention 
to his own hypocrisy in the matter:  
 
"When I saw photographs of children murdered by the 
Fascists, I felt furious pity. When the supporters of Fran-
co talked of Red atrocities, I merely felt indignant that 
people should tell such lies. In the first case I saw corps-
es; in the second only words. I gradually acquired a cer-
tain horror of the way in which my own mind worked. It 
was clear to me that unless I cared about every mur-
dered child impartially, I did not really care about children 
being murdered at all." 

(Continued on next page) 

are experiencing dire financial troubles, bearing children 
might best be delayed.  The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches that couples must have ñjustò reasons to 
delay childbearing. For couples facing difficulties of vari-
ous kinds, the Church recommends Natural Family Plan-
ning: a method for making choices about engaging in 
fruitful sexual relations.  
 
Natural Family Planning does not destroy the power to 
give life: instead, it challenges couples to discern prayer-
fully when to engage in life-giving sexual acts. It is an in-
tegrated, organic and holistic approach to fertility care. 
 
Natural Family Planning is a reliable and trustworthy way 
to regulate fertility, is easy to learn, and can be a source 
of unity for couples.  To be sure, using NFP requires sac-
rifice and patience, but sacrifice and patience are not ob-
stacles to love, they are a part of love itself.  Used cor-
rectly, NFP forms gentle, generous husbands, and self-
less, patient wives.  It can become a school of virtuous 
and holy love. 
 
Those who confine sexual intimacy to the infertile times of 
the month are not engaging in contraceptive practices.  
They do not attempt to make a potentially fertile act infer-
tile.  They sacrificially abstain during the fertile time pre-
cisely because they respect fertility; they do not want to 
violate it; they do not want to treat the gift of fertility as a 
burden. 
 
In some relatively rare instances, Natural Family Planning 
is used by couples with a contraceptive mentality.  Too 
often couples can choose to abstain from fertility by de-
fault, or out of fear of the consequences of new life.  I en-
courage all couples who use Natural Family Planning to 
be very open with each other concerning the reasons they 
think it right to limit their family size, to take their thoughts 
to God, and to pray for his guidance. Do we let fear, anxi-
ety, or worry determine the size of our families? Do we 
entrust ourselves to the Lord, whose generosity provides 
for all of our needs? 

 
ñPerfect love,ò scripture teaches, ñcasts out fear.ò 
 
Dear friends, I exhort you to openness in married life.  I 
exhort you to trust in Godôs abundant providence. 
_________ 
 
I would like to address in a special way Catholic physi-
cians, pharmacists and other healthcare professionals.  
The noble aim of your profession is to aid men and wom-
en as they live according to Godôs perfect plan. Bishop 
Flavin wrote that, as professionals, ñyou are in a position 
to be Godôs instruments in manifesting his truth, and his 
love.ò 
 
No Catholic healthcare provider, in good conscience, 
should engage in the practice of medicine by undermining 
the gift of fertility.  There is no legitimate medical reason 
to aid in the acts of contraception or sterilization.  No 
Catholic physician can honestly argue otherwise.  
 
Healthcare is the art of healing.  Contraception and sterili-
zation may never be considered healthcare.  Contracep-
tion and sterilization denigrate and degrade the bodyôs 
very purpose.  Fertility is an ordinary function of health 
and human flourishing; and an extraordinary participation 
in Godôs creative love.  Contraception and sterilization 
stifle the natural and the supernatural processes of mar-
riage, and cause grave harm.  They treat fertility as 
though it were a terrible inconvenience, or even a physi-
cal defect that needs to be treated.  
 
Contraception attempts to prevent life from the beginning, 
and when that fails, some contraception destroys newly 
created life.  Many contraceptives work by preventing the 
implantation of an embryonic human being in the uterus 
of his or her mother.  
 
Contraception is generally regarded by the medical com-
munity as the ordinary standard of care for women. The 
Churchôs teachings are often regarded as being opposed 
to the health and well-being of women.  But apart from the 
moral and spiritual dangers of contraception, there are 
also grave physical risks to the use of most chemical con-
traceptives.  Current medical literature overwhelmingly 
confirms that contraception puts women at risk for serious 
health problems, which doctors should consider very 
carefully. 
 
Some women have health conditions that are better en-
dured when treated by hormonal contraceptives.  But the 
effects of contraception often mask the underlying condi-
tions that endanger womenôs health.  Today, there are 
safe, natural means of correcting hormonal imbalances, 
and solving the conditions that are often treated by con-
traception. 
 

Love 
(Continued from previous page) 
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Generation to Generation 
(Continued from previous page) 

 

Contraception is an unhealthy standard of care.  All doc-
tors can do better. 
 
Catholic physicians are called to help their patients and 
their colleagues learn the truth about the dangers of con-
traception and sterilization.  The good example of a physi-
cian who refuses to prescribe contraceptives and perform 
sterilizations or a pharmacist who refuses to distribute 
contraceptives in spite of antagonism, financial loss, or 
professional pressure is an opportunity to participate in 
the suffering of Jesus Christ.  I am grateful for the Catho-
lic physicians and pharmacists who evangelize their pa-
tients and colleagues through a commitment to the truth. 
_________ 
 
Tragically, a majority of people in our culture and even in 
our Church, have used contraception.  Much of the re-
sponsibility for that lies in the fact that too few have ever 
been exposed to clear and consistent teaching on the 
subject.  But the natural consequences of our cultureôs 
contraceptive mentality are clear.  Mother Teresa reflect-
ed that ñonce living love is destroyed by contraception, 
abortion follows very easily.ò  She was right.  Cultural atti-
tudes that reject the gift of life lead very easily to social 
acceptance for abortion, for no-fault divorce, and for fa-
therless families.  For fifty years, America has accepted 
the use of contraception, and the consequences have 
been dire.  
 
Dear brothers and sisters, I encourage you to read the 
encyclical by Pope Paul VI, Humanae Vitae with your 
spouse, or in your parish.  Consider also Married Love 
and the Gift of Life, written by the United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops.  
 

Dear brother priests, I encourage you to preach about the 
dangers of contraception, and to visit with families in your 
parish about this issue. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, if you have used or prescribed 
contraception, the merciful love of God awaits.  Healing is 
possibleðin the sacrament of penance.  If you have used 
or supported contraception, I pray that you will stop, and 
that you will avail yourself of Godôs tender mercy by mak-
ing a good heartfelt confession. 
_________ 
 
Today, openness to children is rarely celebrated, rarely 
understood, and rarely supported.  To many, the Churchôs 
teachings on life seem oppressive or old-fashioned.  
Many believe that the Church asks too great a sacrifice.  
 
But sacrifice is the language of love.  And in sacrifice, we 
speak the language of God himself.  I am calling you, 
dear brothers and sisters, to encounter Christ in your love 
for one another.  I am calling you to rich and abundant 
family life.  I am calling you to rejoice in the love, and the 
sacrifice, for which you were made.  I am calling your 
family to share in the creative, active love of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
I pray that in true sacrifice, each of you will know perfect 
joy. 
 

Through the intercession of Our Lady of the Annunciation, 
the Holy Family, and in the love of Jesus Christ, 
 

+James D. Conley, Bishop of Lincoln 
Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord (Link) 
 

 

http://spiritcatholicradio.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=358
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Mystery 
(Continued from previous page) 

At the DSPT we try to fos-
ter the dialogue between 
faith and reason, between 
theology and philosophy. 
To avoid confusion it 
might be pertinent to say 
that the question of the 
sensus fidelium is not 
about this distinction. Ra-
ther, it is a distinction with-
in the field of theology and 
faith itself. 
 
So, then, within the field of 
theology, what is the sen-
sus fidelium? Let me 
begin by saying what it is 
not: it is not a democratic 
vote on Church doctrine. It 
is not about question-

naires being sent out to Catholics (and non-Catholics) 
about what the Church should be teaching. This sugges-
tion would have problems: for one, this would exclude the 
vast majority of the faithful whose sense this is supposed 
to be: namely, the dead Catholics. The Church is a de-
mocracy that excludes none, not even the dead. Their 
sense, which is enshrined in the tradition and past teach-
ings of the Church, is part of what the faithful sense. How, 
then, do we get at this sense, if not by questionnaires? 
Since all of these elements are never completely present 
in person, the magisterium might therefore have to articu-
late this sense vicariously. And this might be understood 
perhaps in analogy to the third mode of infallible teaching 
listed in Lumen Gentium, the mode in which the pope 
speaks for the universal consensus of the bishops when 
they are ñdispersed around the world,ò rather than assem-
bled at an ecumenical council. [1]  
 
Nevertheless, even though it is tied to the magisterium in 
this manner, the sensus fidelium so understood is itself 

infallible and even fundamental, more fundamental than 
the magisterium itself, which is at its service. 
 
In the words of Theology Today by the International Theo-
logical Commision  :  
 
34. ñThe sensus fidelium does not simply mean the ma-
jority opinion in a given time or culture, nor is it only a 
secondary affirmation of what is first taught by the mag-
isterium. The sensus fidelium is the sensus fidei of the 
people of God as a whole who are obedient to the Word 
of God and are led in the ways of faith by their pastors.ò 

 
From this quote we can now also begin to look at a few 
positive articulations of where the sensus fidelium can be 
seen at work; the decisive words in this quotation are 
these; it says: ñénor is it only a secondary affirmation of 
what is first taught by the magisterium. 
 
A simple example for this fact are canonization process-
es: here the Church will make a declaration on the merits 
of the case only after the sensus fidelium has expressed 
itself in an existing local cult and in the veneration of the 
faithful. The evaluation of such a veneration is first made 
at the ñperipheryò of the Church ï to use Congarôs termi-
nology ï namely by diocesan authorities. But even this 
peripheral investigation is based on the preexisting fact of 
a popular veneration ï not to mention the fact of the mira-
cles wrought by the saint. Canonizations are not a proce-
dure beginning from the center, they are not a top-down 
process. The magisterial declaration only puts the final 
seal on it; it is the necessary capstone of the whole pro-
cess. 
 
Similar things can be said about the approval of visions 
and apparitions, such as those of Fatima, Lourdes and 
Medjugorje. While nobody is obliged to believe in these 
particular phenomena, the Church recognizes their role in 
the sensus fidelium in general and therefore needs to pay 
attention to them and supervise their propagation. This 
begins with the spiritual director of visionaries, as a pres-
ence of the center to the periphery, as Fr. Congar points 
out. 
 
Another example is the rise of popular devotions: such 
devotions are indeed popular, i.e. emerge at the periph-
ery. They are not so much local in the geographic sense, 
but personal in the sense that they will involve the legiti-
mate spirituality of only some, but not all. Nevertheless, 
they have to be in tune with the sensus fidelium and the 
teaching of the Church as a whole. Lex orandi, lex cre-
dendi ï there is a magisterial impact on the prayer life of 
the faithful. Therefore, the magisterium supervises the 
rise of such devotions. Yet, again, this supervision does 
not mean the creation of devotions by magisterial decree. 

On the Place of the Sensus Fidelium 
Fr Anselm Ramelow OP 

________________________________ 
 
[1] "Although the individual bishops do not enjoy the pre-
rogative of infallibility, they can nevertheless proclaim 
Christôs doctrine infallibly. This is so, even when they are 
dispersed around the world, provided that while maintain-
ing the bond of unity among themselves and with Peterôs 
successor, and while teaching authentically on a matter of 
faith or morals, they concur in a single viewpoint as the 
one which must be held conclusively. This authority is 
even more clearly verified when, gathered together in an 
ecumenical council, they are teachers and judges of faith 
and morals for the universal Church. Their definitions 
must then be adhered to with the submission of 
faith." (Lumen Gentium 25).  
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Sensus Fidelium 
(Continued from previous page) 

A pope like Pius V might standardize existing uses of the 
rosary, but a pope does not typically invent new mysteries 
of the rosary, unless he himself happens to be a saint 
with a great personal devotion to the rosary. In that case, 
charism and office, center and periphery would seem to 
be curiously mixed. I think we have been witnessing such 
a development since the 19th century, related less to the 
declaration of papal infallibility but more to the develop-
ment of modern mass media. Since Pius IX, the use of 
mass media has made the popes themselves figures of 
popular appeal in ways that they were not before. Papal 
travel to the periphery on a global scale, as we have it in 
the 20th century, has further contributed to this tendency 
and has mixed center and periphery. 
 
In this way, the magisterium has become a promoter ra-
ther than a monitor of the sensus fidelium, and one might 
wonder whether this is always healthy. It might overload 
the central authority with work it cannot handle. It might 
be a more pertinent role for the center to be curbing abus-
es than to invent new things. 
 
For example, one might wonder whether the New Evan-
gelization should begin by the foundation of yet another 
congregation at the Vatican, and whether this is the best 
way of reforming the curia. New Evangelization begins 
with the faithful, with particular persons who have caught 
fire for our Lord and cannot contain themselves ï such 
people as we call saints. Or it begins with groups of faith-
ful that organize themselves to pursue this end ï some-
thing like an Order of Preachers comes to mind.[2] Here, 
as in the economy, it might be true that big government is 
only going to stifle such local efforts. Subsidiarity has its 
place in the Church as well. 
 
We might also remember that Church art and Church mu-
sic are not made by the hierarchy. Vivaldi and Monteverdi 
were priests, but in composing music they exercised their 
personal charism, not their office. What it does to liturgical 
expressions, when the Church invents a new liturgy from 
the center, by way of committees, commissions and ec-
clesiastical bureaucracies, can be seen from the experi-
ence of the last few decades. Cardinal Newman thought 
that such a thing could never happen in the Church. This 
procedure has been unprecedented in the whole history 
of the Church, even though not without parallels in the 
secular world. Such a bureaucratic approach does not 
produce the ñnoble simplicityò envisioned by the Vatican 
II. Such noble simplicity might be found in medieval Cis-
tercian monasteries such as Casamari, or Fossanova, 
where Thomas Aquinas died. It is different from the beige 
banality that followed Msgr. Annibale Bugnini. 

 
I do believe that it is significant that Pope Benedict has 
begun to liberate the voice of tradition in liturgical matters, 
as a genuine piece of the sensus fidelium, and we will see 
how this unfolds in the life of the Church. What has been 
less recognized is that Pope Francis in turn might suggest 
something similar not so much for the traditional liturgy, 
but for the traditional devotional life of the little people. 
And both popes have emphasized the faith of these little 
people as a corrective for the skeptical intellectualism of 
some theologians. 
 
Even in matters of dogma this simple faith is of im-
portance. For example, the declaration of the Marian dog-
mas of the Immaculate Conception and of the Assumption 
has appealed to the factum ecclesiae as one of their 
sources. The fact that the faithful throughout the ages 
have believed and celebrated these dogmas is a crucial 
point of reference for dogmatic declarations of the magis-
terium. It is therefore presupposed by the magisterium. 
And so, again, the periphery precedes the center. 
 
Finally, a word on theology. We have had some great the-
ologians in papal office, especially in the persons of John 
Paul II and Benedict XVI. But while popes themselves 
need to be solidly grounded in theology, the work of theo-
logians is not the same as that of the magisterium. To be 
sure, theologians share in that teaching office in some 
form. But they are not the final arbiters of Church doc-
trine. For that, the faith of the little people and the papal 
magisterium might be more important than that of a theol-
ogy professor. 
 
It is, on the other hand, the role of academic theology to 
explore matters of faith by reason and argument. And in 
that theologians might be their own incarnation of the sen-
sus fidelium, albeit with a specific and sometimes precari-
ous[3] task. With the rise of theological dissent from 
Church teaching around the encyclical Humanae Vitae, in 
particular, these lines have been blurred. Ever since, the-
ologians and pastors demand that the magisterium should 
give them the arguments for why they should believe 
such teachings. But this is not the role of the magisterium. 
It is the role of theologians to provide arguments, not the 
role of the pope or of the CDF. The role of the magisteri-
um comes in only after the theologians have done their 
job of arguing. It is not to usurp their role. The center is 
not to occupy the role of the periphery and its debates. 
The teaching authority comes in only at the end, in order 
to declare an argument to be over. By its nature, there is 

__________________________________________________________ 

[2] One can only wonder how the newly planned Congre-
gation for the Laity will fit into this scenario. Will it produce 
ñ5 year plansò for the laity, or will it institutionalize secular 
style lobbying groups of the laity against the clergy?  

________________________________ 
[3] ñIn a social milieu that encourages the expression of a 
variety of opinions on every question that arises, it is im-
portant to recognize dissent for what it is, and not to mis-
take it for a mature contribution to a balanced and wide-
ranging debate.ò Pope Benedict XVI.  
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no end to argument, it is potentially infinite. And so the 
debate will finally have to be settled by authority, not by 
argument. Otherwise the sensus fidelium will be left with-
out the certainty necessary to continue its life of faith. The 
implication is that the magisterium cannot be just another 
voice in an ongoing theological debate. Otherwise it can-
not fulfill its proper role. It would also invade the legitimate 
territory of the theologians with their own charism and 
place in the development of the sensus fidelium. The 
magisterium provides an important service to the theologi-

ans by giving them a legitimate space in which to experi-
ment with arguments, with the assurance that they are on 
a strong leash on which they can be pulled back, if they 
are going astray. Far from being a straightjacket, this 
leash is meant to be a safety net. If rightly understood, it 
should feel liberating to anyone who truly wants to ñthink 
with the mind of the Church.ò 
 

Fr. Anselm Ramelow, OP is Associate Professor of  
Philosophy and Philosophy Department Chair at DSPT. 

This article was published at the DSPT site. Link 

Doubts, Difficulties and Disobedience; Faith Seeks Understanding 
By Father Dwight Longenecker 

Sensus Fidelium 
(Continued from previous page) 

Blessed John Henry Newman wrote, "Ten thousand diffi-

culties do not make one doubt." What he means is that 

there is a difference between a doubt and a difficulty. 

When we start to think through our Catholic faith we 

would be negligent or stupid not to have some problems. 

After all, the things we propose as true in the Catholic 

faith stretch the human mind and heart. 

 

However, many people are worried that they are doubting 

their faith if they scratch their heads puzzled over our be-

liefs. 

 

There is a difference between doubt and difficulty. The 

person with a difficulty says, "How can that be so?" 

whereas a person who doubts says, "That can't be so!" 

 

The first statement expresses difficulty, but willingness to 

believe. The second statement expresses cynicism and 

unwillingness to submit to the Church's teachings. The 

person with difficulties says, "I believe, Lord; help my un-

belief!" The person with doubts says, "I don't believe Lord, 

and don't bother to help my unbelief!" 

 

A difficulty arises when we confront some teaching of the 

Church - either a moral precept or a doctrine - and hon-

estly find it hard to accept. In his Parochial and Plain Ser-

mons, Newman wrote, "The use of doubts and difficulties 

is obvious ... our faith is assailed by various doubts and 

difficulties in order to prove its sincerity." 

 

We experience trials in the faith for three reasons: to 

strengthen us, to clarify our beliefs, and to help us pro-

claim the Gospel. So, doubt is out, but difficulties are in. 

The person with difficulties may be struggling, but he is 

struggling to understand more fully and completely. This 

is the first reason for a difficulty: It strengthens our faith. 

Just as an athlete or musician trains and practices and 

sweats to attain the goal, so the believer (if his faith is to 

be worthwhile) must face difficulties and overcome. As 

the athlete or musician is strengthened by the experience 

of perfecting his skill, so when we work through our diffi-

culties, we emerge purer and stronger in our faith. 

 

The second reason for difficulties is so that our faith might 

be clarified. How can you expect to get the right answers 

unless you ask the right questions? 

 

It's the same in our faith. We come to understand more by 

facing the difficulties and asking the right questions. 

Whether we are struggling with a matter of Catholic doc-

trine or some aspect of Catholic moral teaching, it is by 

enquiring with an open heart and alert mind that we come 

to a fuller and deeper understanding of our faith. Most 

often, the difficulty was caused by some misunderstand-

ing, and by asking questions, we come to understand 

more fully. 

 

The third reason for difficulties is to help us proclaim the 

Gospel with compassion and insight. Each of the baptized 

are called to help share the Good News, but if none of 

them had difficulties, how would they understand and 

sympathize with all those who need to hear the truth but 

face great difficulties in belief? By going through the diffi-

culties, we understand what others face, and by finding 

the answers, we are prepared to share them with others. 

http://www.dspt.edu/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=136&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=854&PageID=479
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Additional Resources 
 
Pope Francis 
 

¶ Encyclical Lumen Fidei (Link) 

¶ The Holy See (Link) 

¶ Vatican Radio (Link) 

¶ Vatican Information Service (Link) 

¶ LôOsservatore Romano (Link) 

¶ Fides News Agency (Link) 

¶ CDF on Communion for Divorced-Remarried (Link) 
 

Western Province Preaching Blog (Link) 
 

¶ The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link) 
 

- Dominican Supplies 

¶ Orders for Dominican suppliesðBob Curtis 

 http://www.dominicus-shop.com 

Friday March 21 was World Down Syndrome Day. If you 
have not watched this video, you have to!  (Link) 
 
This short video presents an answer to a pregnant mom 
who has just learned her child will have Down Syndrome 

Doubts 
(Continued from previous page) 

 

After "Doubt" and "Difficulties" there is another "D" which 

is disobedience. This is when a Catholic openly and una-

pologetically not only disagrees with church teaching, but 

willfully disobeys what they know to be true. Another word 

for this disobedience is "Sin". This is a condition of open 

rebellion, and the reason the Catholic Church is so weak 

and helpless in the face of the world's onslaught today is 

because a huge proportion of her children are living in 

open disobedience. 

 

They have cut themselves off from grace, cut themselves 

off from God, cut themselves off from salvation. The fact 

that so many of them cheerfully continue to go to Mass 

and participate in the church and call themselves "devout 

Catholics" is a scandal. 

 

Finally, it is so difficult to believe because it is so difficult 

to obey. Later on in the same sermon, Cardinal Newman 

writes, "To those who are perplexed in any way, for those 

who seek the light but cannot find it, one precept must be 

given - obey. It is obedience which brings a man into the 

right path. It is obedience which keeps him there and 

strengthens him in it." 

 

Obedience seems outrageous in a world of individualism 

and self-judgment, but the call to obedience is what 

makes the Catholic faith a "sign of contradiction." "What! 

Shall I obey?!" modern man cries. 

 

The reply is a hearty, "Yes - for it is in obedience that your 

faith will live and your difficulties will be resolved; but it is 

in your disobedience that your difficulties will turn into the 

doubts which will eventually destroy your faith." 

 

This does not mean that the Church calls us to mindless 

obedience. That is the way of the coward and sluggard. 

Instead we are called to an open minded and open heart-

ed obedience - like little children in a loving and trusting 

relationship with the Father - we are also called to be in-

quisitive to ask questions, to be curious and to seek to 

learn more. We are called to be open about our difficul-

ties, because although they may feel negative they are 

simply the way we ask the questions in order to find the 

answers. We follow the Way with our hearts on fire and 

our minds alert. If we would find, we must seek, and if we 

wish the door to be opened to us, we must knock. 

 

As reported at EWTN News digest (Link) 

 

hhttp://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/phome_en.htm
http://en.radiovaticana.va/index.asp
http://www.news.va/en/source/vatican-information-service
http://www.news.va/en/source/osservatore-romano
http://www.news.va/en/source/fides
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/prefect-of-congregation-for-the-doctrine-of-the-faith-on-communion-for-divorced-remarried
http://www.opwest.org/index.php/homilies
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
http://www.turtlebayandbeyond.org/2014/abortion/world-down-syndrome-day-at-un/
http://www.ewtn.com/vnews/getstory.asp?number=129173
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Lest the faithful might gather up any of the Martyr s blood, 
a great fire of straw was made to consume its last drop. 
B. R. Thirkell's head was parboiled in a cauldron, and, it 
would seem, set up beside that of B. William Hart, on 
stakes outside the leads of the Ousebridge prison. Mary 
Hutton, the wife of the Confessor William Hutton, was im-
prisoned in a chamber next these leads women in these 
days having to suffer for their faith as well as men. Within 
a few days after it had been exposed, both heads disap-
peared. Mary Hutton was naturally suspected of having 
removed them, and was threatened with hanging unless 
she confessed to the fact. Her little children, who were 
imprisoned with their mother (the eldest was less than 
nine years old), were brought before the magistrates, with 
four beadles carry ing great birch rods, and were thus 
terrified into confessing that their mother had removed the 
martyrs heads. She was thrust into the underground hole, 
called the "low place," of the prison among the felons. As 
the place was already infected by a prisoner who had 
died there, this was tantamount to a sentence of death, 
and, in fact, Mary Hutton died there of the gaol fever with-
in a month, 1583. 
 
The Lord keepeth all their bones; not one of them shall be 
broken. Ps. xxxiii. 21. 

Devotion to Relics 
Mary Hutton, 1583 

No matter how many times a Catholic explains special 
devotions to those not familiar with nor friendly to the full-
ness of the faith, there comes back, again and again, a 
denial of truth vouchsafed by "I've seen them, on their 
knees, praying to their idols!" 
 

Yes, my darkened brother, you have seen people on their 
knees; Is it not amazing how you also know the secrets of 
their heart? Well, "Stop judging by appearances, but 
judge justly" (Jn 7-24). 
 

For if the charge of idol worship could be so lightly laid 
and be true, what am I to think when I see you praying on 
your knees before your bed at night? 
 

Should I assume, since you are kneeling before your bed, 
that you are worshiping and praying to your bed? And, in 
spite of your protestations, reply: "No, you worship idols; I 
have seen you on your knees praying to your bed!" 
 

It would be nice if we'd have a little more smarts and charity 
than the glorified monkeys that the adoring fans of Darwin 
would have us beé  - Editor 

 No, Iôve Seen Them Praying to Idols! 
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On May 31st of this year, four Western Dominican Prov-
ince brothers were ordained to sacred orders by his Ex-
cellency, Bishop Michael Barber. Two, Fathers Peter 
Jun²pero Hannah and Justin Gable, were raised to the 
order of the priesthood; two more, Brs. Corwin Low and 
Gabriel Thomas Mosher, to the order of the deaconate. 
These men have spent seven years plus in formation as 
Western Dominicans, receiving rigorous training in philos-
ophy and theology, along with the essential formation that 
goes into Dominican lifeðpreaching training, adapting to 

Four MenðOrdinations, Western Province 

the disciplines of common observance, developing lives 
of prayer. And now they will be sent into the wider minis-
tries of the Western Province and Church. 
 
Please pray that they will be faithful and gentle servants 
of the Lord and His Churchðthat they will be zealous for 
the salvation of souls, devoted to the reverent celebration 
of the Eucharist, and ministers of God's mercy to the 
whole people of God! 
 

Published at the Student Blog (Link) 
 

http://students.opwest.org/blog/articles/2014/06/four-men
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Objection 1: The greatness 
of a thing is measured by 
its quantity. Hence God 
manifests Abrahamôs 
greatness by promising 
him descendants as nu-
merous as the stars of the 
sky (Gen 26:4), and Godôs 
great favor is shown to 
Pope Francis by granting 
him 3.85 million twitter fol-
lowers.  Furthermore, as 
Dionysius the Areopagite 
states, the good, like hip-
ster beards and TOMS 
footwear, is diffusive of 
itself. But there are many 
more Jesuits in the world 
than Dominicans. Thus, it 
seems that the Society of 
Jesus is greater than the 
Order of Preachers. 
 
Objection 2: The imperfect precedes the perfect in the 
order of generation, just as simple cat videos precede 
auto-tuned cat videos. But St. Dominic founded the Order 
of Preachers in the 13th century, whereas St. Ignatius 
founded the Society in the 16th century.  Therefore, it 
seems that the Society of Jesus is more perfect, and 
hence greater, than the Order of Preachers. 
 
Objection 3: The greatness of an end determines the 
greatness of that which is ordered to that end. Hence, a 
coffee pot with a black handle is greater than a coffee pot 
with an orange handle, since the latter is ordered to the 
dispensation of a lesser good. Now the end of the Order 
of Preachers is the salvation of souls, whereas the end of 
the Society of Jesus is the greater glory of God. But the 
glory of God is greater than the salvation of souls, for 
Godôs glory encompasses many things besides rational 
souls, such as rocks, plants, and brutes. Therefore, it 
seems that the Society of Jesus is greater than the Order 
of Preachers. 
 
On the contrary, stands the authority of a Cistercian monk 
of the Abbey of Bonnevaux who in a vision saw Our 
Blessed Lady, concerned for the plight of sinners, be-
seeching her Son with a motherôs insistence until Our 
Lord promised, ñI will send them new messengers, an 
Order of Preachers, who shall call the people and lead 
them to everlasting joysò (Vitae Fratrum Ordinis Praedica-
torum). And since it pleases God to give his greatest gifts 
to mankind through the hands of his Blessed Mother, it is 
better to say that the Order of Preachers is greater. 
 

Whether the Society of Jesus is Greater than the Order of Preachers? 
Br Dominic Verner, OP, with Bros. Raymund Snyder, OP and Isaac Morales, OP 

I answer that, it is not fitting 
for individual disciples to 
argue about who is great-
est, because it makes Our 
Lord facepalm (see Lk 9:46
ï48), but a way of life may 
be said to be more or less 
great insofar as it minimiz-
es occasions for such face-
palms through penance 
and apostolic charity. Now 
both the Dominicans and 
the Jesuits engage in the 
apostolic life with charity 
for God and neighbor, but 
the Dominican life is lived 
with more penance be-
cause it is lived with other 
Dominicans. Therefore, 
strictly speaking, the Order 
of Preachers is greater 
than the Society of Jesus. 
 

Reply to objection 1: Dionysius the Areopagite also states 
elsewhere that ñone diamond is worth many rubies.ò 
Hence, quantity alone is not a sufficient measure of great-
ness, as the quantity of Madonna albums makes clear. 
Furthermore, it often pleases God, the source of all excel-
lence, to use few rather than many to manifest his great-
ness, as is seen in his command to Gideon to reduce his 
army of 32,000 soldiers to the mere 300 who lapped up 
the water of Enharod like dogsða prophetic foreshadow-
ing of the Domini-canes, the dogs of the Lord (Jgs 7:6). 
 
Reply to objection 2: Although the imperfect precedes the 
perfect in the order of generation, the perfect necessarily 
precedes the imperfect in the order of exemplarity, as is 
exceedingly evident in comparing the original Judge 
Dredd to the 2012 remake. And since St. Ignatius was 
inspired to be like St. Dominic, who was himself inspired 
by the venerable John Cassian, who in turn learned at the 
feet of Abba Moses in the Egyptian desert, it is better to 
say that the life of cenobitic, Gospel-preaching, basket-
weaving desert monks is the most perfect. 
 
Reply to objection 3: Since ñlife in man is the glory of 
God,ò as St. Irenaeus states, and since the salvation of 
souls is eternal life, the Order of Preachers and the Socie-
ty of Jesus are in fact ordered to the same end. Both or-
ders can be likened to black-handled coffee pots, but it is 
better to say that the brew of the Friars Preachers is fla-
vored with Irish Cream, since their preaching is seasoned 
with the intoxicating sweetness of the theology of St. 
Thomas Aquinas. 

The Jesuit Post (Link) 
 

https://thejesuitpost.org/2014/04/whether-the-society-of-jesus-is-greater-than-the-order-of-preachers/
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Sunday, July 28, 2013.   It is the anniversary of the Dedi-
cation of the Church of St. Dominic's in San Francisco.  I 
somewhat hesitantly tell my wife that I'd like to attend this 
service because I saw a brief notice somewhere and it 
mentioned that there would be a choir and some special 
festive music.  In the midst of summer, this certainly is not 
the norm in most churches.  We had visited a couple of 
other RC churches in town and been very disappointed in 
the welcome, lack of vitality in the worship experience and 
some pretty poor preaching.  We arrived at St. Dominic's 
magnificent structure a few minutes before the starting 
time, expecting a half-full building (it seats 1,000 or more). 
What a shock to enter an almost full church, and, looking 
around, a church which obviously had a very large pro-
portion of people aged 20-50 in the congregation.  Some-
thing was obviously happening in this place!   At the end 
of the high but not showy Mass, I turned to my wife and 
said ñthis is itò.  My life has not been the same since that 
day! 
 
ñDominicanò for me at the beginning of that Mass was a 
name I had seen on schools, hospitals and associated for 
some reason with France.  Oh, yes, and I knew there was 
a Saint Dominic.  By the end of the sermon by the exuber-
ant new St. Dominic's Pastor, Fr. Michael Hurley, I knew a 
whole lot more, and right then started seeking out infor-
mation on the Saint and his Order.  I also started to enter 
into activities in the parish to seek learning and communi-
ty.  RCIA, Intentional Disciples small groups, guest lec-
tures and a wonderful series on death and dying well.  I 
was not sure a non-Catholic would be welcome or com-
fortable with all of this (except RCIA) but was warmly in-
cluded as an equal in everything I went to and welcomed 
into the discussions.  This was especially meaningful as a 
member of an intimate 6 member Intentional Disciples 
group when they prayed for and supported my journey. 
 
Further, I became a daily volunteer at the parish church 
run social services ministry, the Lima Center under the 
direction of ñliving saintò (I have borrowed that title from 
many others!) Sr Anne Bertain, OP Working in a center 
which helps people right in the neighborhood where I live 
with a super-positive crew of church volunteers was the 
final reallization for me that I had reached a ñheaven on 
earthò of sorts and that these Dominicans were getting a 
pretty good hold on me.  This is a model church. 
 
My wife, Colleen, and I were Received and Confirmed at 
St. Dominic's at the past Easter Vigil in as beautiful and 
inspiring and moving a ceremony as could be imagined.  
There were 42 of us receiving Baptism / Reception and 
Confirmation into the Catholic Church, a remarkable num-
ber!  Realizing the stories of where each of these people 
came from, many from no religious upbringing at all, and 
knowing that, at 63, I am one of the oldest members of 

A New Catholic and St Dominic 
Stephen Reading 

this class, stands as an overwhelming testimony that 
ñTruly, Christ Is Aliveò and so is St. Dominic's Church and 
the Dominican life and mission. 
 
I will not presume to preach to you, Order of Preachers 
members, but I can testify to you that in addition to the 
above, my personal prayer and spiritual life, which guided 
me towards the Catholic Church in the first place, has 
been restored and renewed with daily use of the Liturgy of 
the Hours, regular reading (I usually have 5 books or 
more going at one time), regular daily prayer, and now, 
daily Mass.  I am a very, very different person, and this is 
all for the good.  I thank God every day for His bringing 
me to this place, Saint Dominic's, and this place in my life!  
I knew this was God's will for my life, a thing I state very  
hesitantly, carefully and rarely, from that very first Mass in 
July!   
 
The paraphrased motto: ñto contemplate and give to oth-
ers the fruits of our contemplationò says much about what 
makes the Dominican way a true and unique one.  I had 
for a long time the contemplative part of my life dimin-
ished, yet I continued to try and do good works and follow 
God's will.  ñFrom dis-satisfaction comes actionò.  I arrived 
at St. Dominic's Church parched, and there found  the 
holy waters, the living vine and the Real Presence.  
ñVeritas.ò 
 
Steven Reading lives in San Francisco, CA.  He has 
served in Protestant churches as a Music Director, Youth 
and Single Adults Leader for over 40 years.  The grand-
son of a Disciples of Christ Pastor and College President, 
he found his way back to the Christian faith among the 
Quakers.  He has served in mainline Protestant denomi-
nations and was a member of the Episcopal Church. He 
was Received and Confirmed at St. Dominic's Catholic 
Church, San Francisco in April, 2014. He is married and 
works as a freelance editor of books and periodicals in 
addition to his musical duties. 
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This past fall, three members of St. Monica Chapter were 

accepted as candidates for the Permanent Diaconate 

Program for the Diocese of Sacramento.  They are Tony 

Hensley, Casey Walker, Jr, and Shawn Carter.  At a re-

cent Chapter Meeting, Tony Hensely talked about this 

experience as a new candidate for the diaconate.  We 

were moved by his presentation so we asked Tony to 

write this article for "The Truth Be Told."  The photograph 

was taken of Tony and his wife Julie at the West Coast 

Walk for Life in San Francisco in January 2014.  Tony and 

Julie are both Life Professed Lay Dominicans.  Their 

daughter Emily is name after Julie's patron in the Order, 

Blesssed Emily Bicchieri.  - John Lydon 

 

 

I have been asked to share my ongoing experiences with 

the Diaconate program and what is in store. The process 

began probably 18-24 months ago with my application 

and interviewing process. The actual beginning of the pro-

gram happened at the beginning of this year. We have 

had 5 large group meetings and 4 small group meetings 

to date. Our large group meetings are a full day sessions 

and we have been learning what being a Deacon means, 

overviews of Vatican II and itôs implications for Deacons 

and the Church at large. We have spent time discussing 

the Churches call to evangelization within the Church and 

outside the Church, what that means for Deacons, priest, 

and the laity. All of this we have studied and discussed in 

the context of Vatican II. We have spent a lot of time dis-

cussing and learning what it really means to be living out 

the social justice teachings of the Church and why it is so 

important in building up the kingdom of God here on 

Earth, but in a real way, serving God and neighbor as 

Christ has commanded each of us to do. What that looks 

like, and who is truly responsible. 

 

For me, it has been a rollercoaster ride of emotions. Com-

ing to grips with the responsibility of being a Deacon and 

realizing that Iôm not worthy of such a call, is a bit over-

whelming. However, I am learning that God calls sinners 

like me to serve in such a way and He will not give me 

more than I can handle. It becomes a trust thing. All of us 

in our small group have shared with each other some of 

this anxiety and trepidation. For my part, I have made a 

decision to just trust God on this and if He doesnôt want 

me to serve this way, He will make it clear. As my brother 

Shawn Carter sayôs, ñjust show up and let God do the 

restò. I have decided that is excellent advice and Iôm going 

to do just that. The other concern I have been wrestling 

with is the demands on my time, not just in the study pro-

cess, but if I do become a Deacon, I will have a tremen-

dous time commitment to my faith community. I have a 

full time job trying to run my business, a wife and 16 

month old daughter to care for.  

 

These are all valid concerns and things I am prayerfully 

trying to trust to God that He will work it all out. I do not 

want to be a Deacon if I cannot be the best I can be. Fi-

nally, I still have 4İ full years of learning and training to 

go through, and ultimately God will decide whether I am 

truly called. I have been told that itôs very possible I will be 

assigned to a different parish, and that at any time the 

program leaders could decided that they do not think I 

have a vocation. So thereôs no such thing as sure thing in 

fact those who are scheduled for ordination this Summer 

have told me they still do not know for sure if they have 

been accepted for ordination. People say they will pray for 

me and my other brothers and sisters in the program and 

I greatly appreciate their prayers and I believe they are 

helping me in this process. The one thing I would ask for 

from anyone who would pray for me is to pray that Godôs 

will be done, really thatôs what must happen and nothing 

more. Thanks for letting me share a bit of my ongoing 

journey, and thank you for your prayers.  

 

God Bless you all my brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

Tony Hensley writes from the  

St Monica Chapter in Benicia 

Reflections of a Diaconate Candidate 
Tony Hensley 
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2013. The ceremony was held during the 11 a.m. mass.  
Afterwards, we had our Christmas party, we were joined 
by several members of the Newman Center community. 
     
This year our retreat will be in September at Prince of 
Peace Abbey in Oceanside. Frude Eli OP will be the Re-
treat Director.  
 
Rita Bladow 
 
 

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park 
 
The chapter continues to be edified by prayer of the Di-
vine Office and the holy rosary with the nuns at Corpus 
Christi monastery.  In addition to this communal prayer at 
their monthly meetings, the members' community life is 
also unwaveringly strengthened through their mutual 
sharing of the joys and hopes, griefs and anxieties experi-
enced through the daily living out of their callings. 
 
On Sunday, April 13, Fr Ambrose Sigman, OP preached 
a Lenten reflection to the chapter on the sacrament of 
Confession.  Fr. Ambrose emphasized the sacrament's 
role of reconciling the penitent not only to God, but also to 
the Church, the relationship with whom the penitent has 
also damaged through sin.  Fr. Ambrose stressed that 
confession to a priest is thus also necessary as he repre-
sents the Church with whom the penitent is reconciled 
through the sacrament. 
 
The chapter members have recently welcomed a new 
inquirer.  Please keep her and the rest of the chapter 
members in your prayers. 
 
Mr Richard de Lorimier, OP 
 
 

From the Chapters 

St Mary Magdalene, Tempe 
 
Father James Thompson, OP conducted a one day re-
treat for the Chapter on April 5.  Fr James was recently 
named Director and Pastor of the University of Arizona's 
Newman Center in Tucson, AZ.  
 
The title of the retreat was "A Faith Honest and True" and 
was based on an article by Fr Timothy Radcliffe and writ-
ings of John Henry Newman.  It explored the "range of 
doubt and the descent to dissent".  Thomas Acquinas was 
quoted on Remedies from Sorrow from ST I-II.38. 
 
Some members did a raking/planting service project to 
brighten the Spiritual Center.   
 
Many blessing of Easter, 
Ms. Mary Hutchinson, OP 
 
 

Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento  
 
On March 22, 2014 our chapter had our Lenten Day of 
Recollection.  We started with Mass said by Fr Brendan 
McAnerney, OP , our Religious Assistant and Formation 
Director.  We then said the Rosary and the Stations of the 
Cross.  After lunch Sister Hyacinth, OP spoke on the 
topic "Saint Dominic and the New Evangelization".  Sister 
addressed the following areas that St. Dominic confronted 
in his day that we are confronting now.  They are: prayer, 
zeal for souls and the cultural war.  Sr Hyacinth believes 
that the laity are uniquely positioned for the kind of evan-
gelization we now need.  We need to proclaim the Gospel 
from the view point of our personal encounter with Jesus.  
We should be ready to accompany others on their pilgrim-
age to Jesus.  We should be zealous in sharing our desire 
to know who is this God who loves us so completely. 
 
On June 7, 2014, the Chapter celebrated the Holy Sacri-
fice of the Mass and the Rites of Reception and Profes-
sion at St. George Melkite-Greek Catholic Church, Rev 
Brendan McAnerney, OP, Religious Assistant, was the 
Celebrant.  Rite of Reception: Timothy Strong, Postu-
lant.  Rite of Profession: Mr William Alfred Curry, OP for 
3 years;  Mr Steven Pier Giorgio Frassati Gorran, OP 
and Mrs Anna Marie Louis-Marie de Montfort 
Gshwandtner, OP for life.  There was a reception after 
Mass to celebrate Godôs great gift of faith to each of us. 
 
Mrs. Anna Marie Gshwandtner, OP, Secretary 
 
 

St Andrew, Riverside 
 
The St. Andrew Newman Center Chapter is happy to an-
nounce that Diana Holley was received on December 15 

(Continued on next page) 


