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This split between the faith which many profess and their daily lives
deserves to be counted among the more serious errors of our age.  

Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes, 43
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Freedom
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger

the right to choose one’s religion 
freely in the sense of Vatican Council 
II’s statement on religious freedom; 
on the other hand, positively as the 
right to believe and to live as a be-
lieving Christian. 

In this context belongs also the clas-
sic theme of the libertas ecclesiae, 
the church’s right to be church and to 
exist in her own way.

The right to believe is at the heart of human freedom; 
where this right is lacking, it is only logical that all the 
other rights of freedom will also founder. This right is, at 
the same time, the true gift of freedom that the Christian 
Faith has brought into the world. 

It was the Church that first severed the identification of 
state and religion, thus depriving the state of its totality, 
and, by separating faith from the political sphere, ensured 
to us that privacy of our own being with God and before 
God in which God calls us by a name that no one else 
knows (Rev 3:17).

Freedom of conscience is the core of all freedom.  Church 
authorities have, ultimately, no other task than to facilitate 
the ready perception of the divine will in conscience; to 
make conscience audible, pure, and free, and so to lead 
man to himself by leading him to God. Where ecclesial 
authority performs its task well and conscience is pure, 
the antimony of freedom and constraint will no longer ex-
ist.

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Co-Workers of the Truth

Freedom has become almost a 
magic word. The cry for freedom that 
is heard throughout the world arises 
from a situation in which people 
have, perhaps, had a taste of free-
dom but feel, at the same time, that 
freedom is threatened and hemmed 
in on all sides.

We must, in fact, admit that, to a 
large extent, man had cast off the 
bonds of custom and tradition that, in 
the class-ordered society of former times, often circum-
scribed the possibilities of shaping his existence. 

What practical conclusions can we draw from all this for 
the question of freedom in the deepest sense of the word, 
of opening up the possibility of sharing in the Divine Be-
ing. The fundamental organization of the Church’s free-
dom must therefore be to see that the faith and the sacra-
ments, in which this sharing in the Divine Being is medi-
ated, are accessible without diminution or adulteration. 

The fundamental right of the Christian is the right to the 
whole Faith. The fundamental obligation that stems there-
from is the allegiance of all, especially of Church’s minis-
ters, to the totality of the unadulterated Faith.

Only thus can the fundamental right of the faithful be pre-
served - the right to receive the Faith, to celebrate the 
liturgy of the Faith, and not to be exposed to the private 
opinions of the Church’s ministers. All other freedoms in 
the Church are subject to this basic freedom. 

As for the world, the Church must defend the right to free-
dom of religion in a double sense: on the other hand, as 

Praised be Jesus!

(Continued on next page)

The nation’s economy takes center stage as voters de-
cide which candidate can stimulate growth.  With a na-
tional debt of over 16 trillion dollars, it’s no surprise that 
this issue could prove to be a game changer.  Few, how-
ever, are talking about our spiritual debt.  We know what 
we owe our creditors.  What do we owe Jesus?

In the past fifty years we have racked up a spiritual debt 
that makes the national debt pale in comparison.  With 
the millions of abortions, countless cases of euthanasia 
and a sharp increase in homosexual activity, our debt has 

spiraled out of control. Yet, will Catholic voters be taking 
this disturbing fact to the polls on Election Day?

Recently, we’ve seen a lot of charts and graphs dividing 
the country into separate political parties.  Red states.  
Blue states.  Many people identify with one party or an-
other, and vote for the candidate on that ticket.  What 
happens, though, when the candidate on your ticket pub-
licly promotes policies and lifestyles that are in direct op-
position to the teachings of The Church?  How does one 
“justify” their choice in the light of such facts?

One way is to talk about the "common good".  Some 
secular, and certain religious groups, have been doing A nation that kills its own children, is a nation without a 

future. Pope John Paul II 
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From the Editor

To maintain a free and civilized society, 
we must identify ourselves first and 
foremost as Christians.  Anything less 
is simply dishonest.  We cannot say we 
love Jesus, and then publicly despise 
His teachings.  We must preach the 
Gospel in season and out of season.  
Right now, it’s out of season.  Never-
theless, the mission remains.

In making our decision to vote; if there 
is one candidate that supports policies 
that are against our faith and another 
that does not, then the choice is clear.  
We must vote for the candidate that 
does not support these serious sins.  
He may not be our favorite, and we 
may disagree on other issues, but we 
are obliged to vote for him.  Why?  Be-
cause we simply cannot support a can-
didate that promotes policies that are 

intrinsically evil.  Period.  No exceptions. Obama’s promo-
tion of abortion, gay marriage and Obamacare, are not 
merely flawed, they are intrinsically evil.  Voting for a can-
didate that will promote these evils throughout an entire 
nation carries with it an alarming consequence that places 
a soul in serious jeopardy.    

As Catholic Dominicans, we are obliged to support the 
teachings of Jesus and His Church unconditionally.  The 
reason for this is because He paid the ultimate price at 
the cost of so much blood, for our souls.  He did this un-
conditionally.  We are eternally indebted to Him and owe 
Him and His Church our full allegiance.

God come to our assistance, Lord make haste to help us.

Denise Harvey
Vice President 

quite a lot of chattering about this 
“common good”.  But the policies be-
hind achieving the “common good” 
don’t have a lot of common sense.  For 
example, Obamacare has been high-
lighted as a case in point for the com-
mon good. Supporters say it will pro-
vide health care to 30 million people. 
That proposal is debatable.  What we 
do know for certain, though, is that it 
will provide a platform for unbridled 
abortions (since it will be covered in the 
program and paid for by the citizens); 
and will be responsible for closing the 
doors of Catholic hospitals, universities 
and charities that will not comply.  To 
make matters worse, this health care 
program will place government employ-
ees in charge of making critical deci-
sions in your medical coverage.  Have 
you ever dealt with DMV?  Guess what, that’s who’s go-
ing to decide what medical care you can and cannot re-
ceive.  In addition to that, insurance premiums for the av-
erage family will substantially increase.  According to the 
Obama administration, the annual increase for families 
will be $1,000.00.  To top it all off, on page 1,004 of the 
3,000 plus page document, there is a small paragraph 
that mandates everyone under the Obamacare program 
must be implanted with a chip. That’s right.  The govern-
ment will demand that all citizens get implanted with a 
microchip. I say “all” citizens because everyone will have 
to be under the Obamacare program. The administration 
will require us to show proof of such on our income tax 
filings.

So much for the common good.

The Church in the United States is facing some of the 
greatest challenges in her young history, and this Special 
Edition is dedicated to the challenge that faces us.  To our 
readers outside the States, in your own respective coun-
tries, these challenges are before you in greater or lesser 
degree. These are the challenges that have faced the 
faith since the beginning. To a greater or lesser degree, 
and under different guise and from different directions, the 
enemy has always sought to either outright destroy by 
violence or corrode slowly and destructively the faith that 
sustains us. One does not have to be a prophet to ob-
serve that the faith of many is weak, and resistance tepid 
to non-existent. This is nothing new, this is the challenge 
always faced, and often through history, a challenge 
which overcame those historically Catholic lands where 

once the faith was strong.  In a century, will the United 
States still have a significant Catholic presence?  If we 
were dependent on ourselves, I’d venture the answer 
“no”. But we have more than ourselves; we are a Body, 
the Church, which is animated by the Holy Spirit. If we 
listen to and respond to the Spirit, we will live and pros-
per. If we do not, we can look to history and see what we 
can expect. 

In the previous issue of Truth Be Told, I mistakenly titled 
the report from the Eagle Rock chapter as “St Dominica, 
Benicia,” instead of “St Dominic, Eagle Rock.”  My apolo-
gies to both chapters!  -Editor

Praise be Jesus
(Continued from previous page)
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(Continued on next page)

What is it All About?
Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC

There is only one basic reason why Christianity exists and 
that is the fact that Jesus Christ truly rose from the grave. 

The disciples never expected the resurrection. The unani-
mous testimony of all four Gospels is that the terrible 
death of Jesus on the cross entirely dashed all their 
hopes about Jesus and about his message. He was dead, 
and that was the end of it. They looked for nothing more, 
and they expected nothing more. 

So as much as they had loved him, in their eyes Jesus 
was a failed messiah. His dying seemed to entirely rob 
both his teaching and even his miracles of any lasting 
significance.

And they were clearly terrified that his awful fate, at the 
hands of the Sanhedrin and the Romans, could easily 
become their awful fate. So they hid, trembling with terror, 
behind shuttered windows and locked doors.

When the Risen Christ suddenly appeared in their midst, 
their reaction was shocked incredulity. They simply could 
not believe their own eyes. 

Reality only very slowly began to penetrate their con-
sciousness when Jesus offers proof of his resurrection. 
He shows them the wounds on his hands, his feet, and 
his side. Jesus even allowed them to touch him. He 
breaks bread with them and eats with them. And only 
then could they admit to themselves what had seemed 
absolutely impossible – the one who had truly died had 
truly risen! The Crucified now stood before them as their 
Risen, glorious, triumphant Lord.

His rising from the grave was every bit as real as his dy-
ing on the cross. The resurrection was the manifest proof 
of the invincible power of Almighty God. The inescapable 
fact of the resurrection confirmed every word Jesus had 
ever spoken and every work Jesus had ever done.

The Gospel was the truth. Jesus was the Christ, the 
promised Messiah of Israel. Jesus was the Savior of the 
world. Jesus was the very Son of God.

There is no other explanation for Christianity. It should 
have died out and entirely disappeared when Christ died 
and was buried, except for the fact that Christ was truly 
risen, and that during the 40 days before his Ascension, 
he interacted with his Apostles and disciples, and on one 
occasion even with hundreds of his followers.

Today’s appointed Gospel reading for this Saturday in the 
Octave of Easter is taken from the 16th Chapter of Mark. 
It concludes with a command from the lips of Jesus, given 
to his disciples, given to the whole Church, given to you 
and me assembled here today: “Go into the whole world 
and proclaim the Gospel to every creature.”

We heard in today’s Second Reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles that the same Sanhedrin that had condemned 
Jesus was amazed at the boldness of Peter and John. 
Perceiving them to be uneducated, ordinary men, they 
recognized them as companions of Jesus. They warned 
them never again to teach, or speak to anyone, in the 
name of Jesus. 

But the elders and the scribes might as well have tried to 
turn back the tide, or hold back an avalanche. Peter and 
John had seen the Risen Christ with their own eyes. Peter 
and John were filled with the Holy Spirit. They asked 
whether it is right “in the sight of God for us to obey you 
rather than God. It is impossible for us not to speak about 
what we have seen and heard.”

And Peter and John and all the Apostles, starting first in 
Jerusalem in Judea and Galilee and then to the very ends 
of the earth, announced the Resurrection and the Good 
News to everyone they encountered.

According to the clear testimony of the Scriptures, these 
Apostles had once been rather ordinary men – like you 
and me. Their faith hadn’t always been strong. They 
made mistakes. They committed sins. They were often 
afraid and confused.

But meeting the Risen Lord had changed everything 
about these first disciples, and knowing the Risen Lord 
should also change everything about us.
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confines of their churches like the first disciples locked up 
in the Upper Room.

In the late 19th century, Bismarck waged his 
“Kulturkampf,” a Culture War, against the Roman Catholic 
Church, closing down every Catholic school and hospital, 
convent and monastery in Imperial Germany.

Clemenceau, nicknamed “the priest eater,” tried the same 
thing in France in the first decade of the 20th Century.

Hitler and Stalin, at their better moments, would just 
barely tolerate some churches remaining open, but would 
not tolerate any competition with the state in education, 
social services, and health care.

In clear violation of our First Amendment rights, Barack 
Obama – with his radical, pro abortion and extreme secu-
larist agenda, now seems intent on following a similar 
path.

Now things have come to such a pass in America that this 
is a battle that we could lose, but before the awesome 
judgment seat of Almighty God this is not a war where 
any believing Catholic may remain neutral.

This fall, every practicing Catholic must vote, and must 
vote their Catholic consciences, or by the following fall our 
Catholic schools, our Catholic hospitals, our Catholic 
Newman Centers, all our public ministries -- only except-
ing our church buildings – could easily be shut down. Be-
cause no Catholic institution, under any circumstance, 
can ever cooperate with the intrinsic evil of killing innocent 
human life in the womb. 

No Catholic ministry – and yes, Mr. President, for Catho-
lics our schools and hospitals are ministries – can remain 
faithful to the Lordship of the Risen Christ and to his glori-
ous Gospel of Life if they are forced to pay for abortions.

Now remember what was the life-changing experience 
that utterly transformed those fearful and quaking disci-
ples into fearless, heroic apostles. They encountered the 
Risen Christ. They reverenced his sacred wounds. They 
ate and drank with him. 

Is that not what we do here together, this morning at this 
annual men’s march Mass? 

This is the Saturday of the Octave of Easter, a solemnity 
so great and central to our Catholic faith that Easter Day 
is celebrated for eight full days, and the Easter season is 
joyously observed as the Great 50 Days of Easter. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Christ – risen from 
the grave – is in our midst. His Holy Word teaches us the 

You know, it has never been easy to be a Christian and 
it’s not supposed to be easy! The world, the flesh, and the 
devil will always love their own, and will always hate us. 
As Jesus once predicted, they hated me, they will cer-
tainly hate you. 

But our Faith, when it is fully lived, is a fighting faith and a 
fearless faith. Grounded in the power of the resurrection, 
there is nothing in this world, and nothing in hell, that can 
ultimately defeat God’s one, true, holy, Catholic, and Ap-
ostolic Church. 

For 2,000 years the enemies of Christ have certainly tried 
their best. But think about it. The Church survived and 
even flourished during centuries of terrible persecution, 
during the days of the Roman Empire.

The Church survived barbarian invasions. The Church 
survived wave after wave of Jihads. The Church survived 
the age of revolution. The Church survived Nazism and 
Communism. 

And in the power of the resurrection, the Church will sur-
vive the hatred of Hollywood, the malice of the media, and 
the mendacious wickedness of the abortion industry. 

The Church will survive the entrenched corruption and 
sheer incompetence of our Illinois state government, and 
even the calculated disdain of the President of the United 
States, his appointed bureaucrats in HHS, and of the cur-
rent majority of the federal Senate.

May God have mercy on the souls of those politicians 
who pretend to be Catholic in church, but in their public 
lives, rather like Judas Iscariot, betray Jesus Christ by 
how they vote and how they willingly cooperate with intrin-
sic evil.

As Christians we must love our enemies and pray for 
those who persecute us, but as Christians we must also 
stand up for what we believe and always be ready to fight 
for the Faith. The days in which we live now require he-
roic Catholicism, not casual Catholicism. We can no 
longer be Catholics by accident, but instead be Catholics 
by conviction. 

In our own families, in our parishes, where we live and 
where we work – like that very first apostolic generation –
we must be bold witnesses to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ. We must be a fearless army of Catholic men, 
ready to give everything we have for the Lord, who gave 
everything for our salvation.

Remember that in past history other governments have 
tried to force Christians to huddle and hide only within the 

(Continued on next page)

Jenky
(Continued from previous page)



Truth Be Told 25                                                Page 6                                                  Nov-Dec 2012

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ:

Much attention was given at the Democratic National 
Convention held recently in Charlotte, N.C., to the fact 
that all references to God had been purged from the draft 
version of the party platform. After outcries of protest from 
outside as well as within the Democratic Party, the sen-
tence with the same reference to God used in 2008 was 
restored to read, "We need a government that stands up 
for the hopes, values and interests of working people, and 

(Continued on next page)

Jenky
(Continued from previous page)

heaven, fight on our behalf.

No matter what happens in this passing moment, at the 
end of time and history, our God is God and Jesus is 
Lord, forever and ever. 

Christus vincit! Christus regnat! Christus imperat!

Christ wins! Christ reigns! Christ commands!

Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, April 14, homily at St. 
Mary's Cathedral in Peoria during Mass at the "A Call to 

Catholic Men of Faith" event. 
Catholic Post photo by Daryl Wilson  (Link)

truth. His Sacred Body and Blood becomes our food and 
drink.

The Risen Christ is our Eternal Lord; the Head of his 
Body, the Church; our High Priest; our Teacher; our Cap-
tain in the well-fought fight.

We have nothing to fear, but we have a world to win for 
him. We have nothing to fear, for we have an eternal des-
tiny in heaven. We have nothing to fear, though the earth 
may quake, kingdoms may rise and fall, demons may 
rage, but St. Michael the Archangel, and all the hosts of 

gives everyone willing to work hard the chance to make 
the most of their God-given potential."

Before anyone relaxes and concludes that all is well now 
that the Democratic Party Platform contains a single 
passing reference to God, the way that this was done 
should give us pause. Convention chairman Antonio Vil-
laraigosa had to call for the voice vote three times be-
cause each time the sound level for the "ayes" and the 
"nays" sounded about even, far short of the two-thirds 
necessary according to convention rules to amend the 
platform. That did not stop the convention chairman from 
declaring, "The ayes have it!"

What is troubling about that is the blatant disregard for the 
rules and for the apparent wishes of about half the dele-
gates. The reference to God is back in the platform appar-
ently because President Obama wanted it back in. That 
may be fine for now, but if a future president wants refer-
ences to God taken out, apparently that can be done re-
gardless of the wishes of the delegates if that is what The 
Leader wants. That does not bode well for democracy in 
the Democratic Party.

Even more troubling is that this whole discussion about 
God in the platform is a distraction from more disturbing 
matters that have been included in the platform. In 1992 
Presidential candidate Bill Clinton famously said that 
abortion should be "safe, legal and rare." That was the 
party's official position until 2008. Apparently "rare" is so 
last century that it had to be dropped, because now the 
Democratic Party Platform says that abortion should be 
"safe and legal." Moreover the Democratic Party Platform 
supports the right to abortion "regardless of the ability to 
pay." Well, there are only three ways for that to happen: 

Think and Pray About Your Vote in Upcoming Election
Bishop Thomas John Paprocki

http://www.thecatholicpost.com/post/PostArticle.aspx?ID=2440
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The most evident mark of God's anger and the most ter-
rible castigation He can inflict upon the world are mani-
fested when He permits His people to fall into the hands 
of clergy who are priests more in name than in deed, 
priests who practice the cruelty of ravening wolves rather 
than the charity and affection of devoted shepherds.  
Instead of nourishing those committed to their care, they 
rend and devour them brutally.  Instead of leading their 
people to God, they drag Christian souls into hell in their 
train.  Instead of being the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world, they are its innocuous poison and its murky 
darkness....

When God permits such things, it is a very positive proof 
that He is thoroughly angry with His people, and is visit-
ing His most dreadful anger upon them.  That is why He 
cries unceasingly to Christians, "Return, O ye revolting 
children...and I will give you pastors according to my own 
heart" (Jer. 3:14-15).  Thus, irregularities in the lives of 
priests constitute a scourge visited upon the people in 
consequence of sin.

St. John Eudes, The Priest, His Dignity 
and Obligations (Link)

either taxpayers will be required to fund abortion, or insur-
ance companies will be required to pay for them (as they 
are now required to pay for contraception), or hospitals 
will be forced to perform them for free.

Moreover, the Democratic Party Platform also supports 
same-sex marriage, recognizes that "gay rights are hu-
man rights," and calls for the repeal of the Defense of 
Marriage Act, the federal law signed by President Clinton 
in 1996 that defined marriage as the legal union of one 
man and one woman.

Now, why am I mentioning these matters in the Democ-
ratic Party Platform? There are many positive and benefi-
cial planks in the Democratic Party Platform, but I am 
pointing out those that explicitly endorse intrinsic evils. My 
job is not to tell you for whom you should vote. But I do 
have a duty to speak out on moral issues. I would be ab-
dicating this duty if I remained silent out of fear of sound-
ing "political" and didn't say anything about the morality of 
these issues. People of faith object to these platform posi-
tions that promote serious sins. I know that the Democ-
ratic Party's official "unequivocal" support for abortion is 
deeply troubling to pro-life Democrats.

So what about the Republicans? I have read the Republi-
can Party Platform and there is nothing in it that supports 
or promotes an intrinsic evil or a serious sin. The Republi-
can Party Platform does say that courts "should have the 
option of imposing the death penalty in capital murder 
cases." But the Catechism of the Catholic Church says (in 
paragraph 2267), "Assuming that the guilty party's identity 
and responsibility have been fully determined, the tradi-
tional teaching of the Church does not exclude recourse 
to the death penalty, if this is the only possible way of ef-
fectively defending human lives against the unjust aggres-
sor. If, however, non-lethal means are sufficient to defend 
and protect people's safety from the aggressor, authority 
will limit itself to such means, as these are more in keep-
ing with the concrete conditions of the common good and 
more in conformity to the dignity of the human person. 
Today, in fact, as a consequence of the possibilities which 
the state has for effectively preventing crime, by rendering 
one who has committed an offense incapable of doing 
harm — without definitely taking away from him the possi-
bility of redeeming himself — the cases in which the exe-
cution of the offender is an absolute necessity are very 
rare, if not practically nonexistent."

One might argue for different methods in the platform to 
address the needs of the poor, to feed the hungry and to 
solve the challenges of immigration, but these are pru-

dential judgments about the most effective means of 
achieving morally desirable ends, not intrinsic evils.

Certainly there are "pro-choice" Republicans who support 
abortion rights and "Log Cabin Republicans" who promote 
same-sex marriage, and they are equally as wrong as 
their Democratic counterparts. But these positions do not 
have the official support of their party.

Again, I am not telling you which party or which candi-
dates to vote for or against, but I am saying that you need 
to think and pray very carefully about your vote, because 
a vote for a candidate who promotes actions or behaviors 
that are intrinsically evil and gravely sinful makes you 
morally complicit and places the eternal salvation of your 
own soul in serious jeopardy.

I pray that God will give you the wisdom and guidance to 
make the morally right choices.

May God give us this grace. Amen.

Again, I am not telling you which party or which candi-
dates to vote for or against, but I am saying that you need 
to think and pray very carefully about your vote, because 
a vote for a candidate who promotes actions or behaviors 
that are intrinsically evil and gravely sinful makes you 
morally complicit and places the eternal salvation of your 
own soul in serious jeopardy.

Paprocki
(Continued from previous page)

“I call you as a Catholic, to forget about the labels, be a 
liberal sometimes, a conservative sometimes, but a 
Catholic first.”                              - Archbishop Chaput

http://v-forvictory.blogspot.com/2012/09/fast-for-vocations.html
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(Continued on next page)

The Bible's Teaching Against Abortion
Fr Frank Pavone

The Bible clearly teaches that abortion is wrong. This 
teaching comes across in many ways and for many rea-
sons. Some people point out that the word "abortion" is 
not in the Bible, and that is true. Nevertheless, the teach-
ing about abortion is there. This is the case with many 
teachings. The word "Trinity" is not in the Bible, but the 
teaching about the Trinity is there. In any case, a person 
who wants to deny the teaching about abortion would 
deny it even if the word were there.

Let’s look at some of the Biblical reasons why abortion, 
the deliberate destruction of a child in the womb, is very 
wrong.

1. The Bible teaches that human life is different from 
other types of life, because human beings are made 
in the very image of God.

The accounts of the creation of man and woman in Gene-
sis (Genesis 1:26-31; 2:4-25) tell us this: "God created 
man in his image; in the divine image he created him; 
male and female he created them" (Genesis 1:27).

The word "create" is used three times here, emphasizing 
a special crowning moment in the whole process of God’s 
making the world and everything in it. The man and 
woman are given "dominion" over everything else in the 
visible world.

Not even the original sin takes away the image of God in 
human beings. St. James refers to this image and says 
that because of it we should not even speak ill of one an-
other. "With [the tongue] we bless the Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse human beings who are made in the 
image of God . . . This ought not be so, brothers" (James 
3:9-10).

The image of God! This is what it means to be human! 
We are not just a bunch of cells randomly thrown together 
by some impersonal forces. Rather, we really reflect an 
eternal God who knew us from before we were made, and 
purposely called us into being.

At the heart of the abortion tragedy is the question raised 
in the Psalms: "Lord, what is man that you care for him, 
mortal man that you keep him in mind? . . . With glory and 
honor you crowned him, giving him power over the works 
of your hands" (Psalm 8:5-7).

There is the key. Not only did God make us, but He val-
ues us. The Bible tells us of a God who is madly in love 
with us, so much so that He became one of us and even 
died for us while we were still offending Him (see Romans 
5:6-8). In the face of all this, can we say that human be-
ings are disposable, like a car that becomes more trouble 
than it is worth? "God doesn’t make junk." If you believe 

the Bible, you have to believe that human life is sacred, 
more sacred than we have ever imagined!

2. The Bible teaches that children are a blessing.

God commanded our first parents to "Be fertile and multi-
ply" (Genesis 1:28). Why? God Himself is fertile. Love 
always overflows into life. When the first mother brought 
forth the first child, she exclaimed, "I have brought forth a 
man with the help of the Lord" (Genesis 4:1). The help of 
the Lord is essential, for He has dominion over human life 
and is its origin. Parents cooperate with God in bringing 
forth life. Because this whole process is under God’s do-
minion, it is sinful to interrupt it. The prophet Amos con-
demns the Ammonites "because they ripped open expec-
tant mothers in Gilead" (Amos 1:13).

"Truly children are a gift from the Lord; the fruit of the 
womb is a reward" (Psalm 127:3).

3. The Bible teaches that the child in the womb is 
truly a human child, who even has a relationship with 
the Lord.

The phrase "conceived and bore" is used repeatedly (see 
Genesis 4:1,17) and the individual has the same identity 
before as after birth. "In sin my mother conceived me," 
the repentant psalmist says in Psalm 51:7. The same 
word is used for the child before and after birth (Brephos, 
that is, "infant," is used in Luke 1:41 and Luke 18:15.)

God knows the preborn child. "You knit me in my mother’s 
womb . . . nor was my frame unknown to you when I was 
made in secret" (Psalm 139:13,15). God also helps and 
calls the preborn child. "You have been my guide since I 
was first formed . . . from my mother’s womb you are my 
God" (Psalm 22:10-11). "God… from my mother’s womb 
had set me apart and called me through his grace" (St. 
Paul to the Galatians 1:15).

4. Scripture repeatedly condemns the killing of the 
innocent.

This flows from everything that has been seen so far. 
God’s own finger writes in stone the commandment "Thou 
shalt not kill" (Exodus 20:13, Deuteronomy 5:17) and 
Christ reaffirms it (Matthew 19:18 - notice that He men-
tions this commandment first). The Book of Revelation 
affirms that (unrepentant) murderers cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven (Revelation 22:15).

The killing of children is especially condemned by God 
through the prophets. In the land God gave his people to 
occupy, foreign nations had the custom of sacrificing 
some of their children in fire. God told His people that 
they were not to share in this sin. They did, however, as 



Truth Be Told 25                                                Page 9                                                  Nov-Dec 2012

I feel the greatest destroyer of peace today is “Abortion”, 
because it is a war against the child… A direct killing of 
the innocent child, “Murder” by the mother herself… And 
if we can accept that a mother can kill even her own 
child, how can we tell other people not to kill one an-
other? How do we persuade a woman not to have an 
abortion? As always, we must persuade her with love… 
And we remind ourselves that love means to be willing to 
give until it hurts… 

Mother Teresa
(Continued on next page)

Psalm 106 relates: "They mingled with the nations and 
learned their works…They sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters to demons, and they shed innocent blood, the 
blood of their sons and their daughters, whom they sacri-
ficed to the idols of Canaan, desecrating the land with 
bloodshed" (Psalm 106:35, 37-38).

This sin of child-sacrifice, in fact, is mentioned as one of 
the major reasons that the Kingdom of Israel was de-
stroyed by the Assyrians and the people taken into exile. 
"They mutilated their sons and daughters by fire…till the 
Lord, in his great anger against Israel, put them away out 
of his sight" (2 Kings 17:17-18).

Notice that this practice was a religious ritual. Not even 
for "religious freedom" can the killing of children be toler-
ated.

5. The Bible teaches that God is a God of justice.

An act of justice is an act of intervention for the helpless, 
an act of defense for those who are too weak to defend 
themselves. In foretelling the Messiah, Psalm 72 says, 
"Justice shall flower in his days…for he shall rescue the 
poor man when he cries out and the afflicted when he has 
no one to help him" (Psalms 72:7,12). Jesus Christ is our 
justice (1 Corinthians 1:30) because He rescued us from 
sin and death when we had none to help us (see Romans 
5:6, Ephesians 2:4-5).

If God does justice for His people, He expects His people 
to do justice for one another. "Be merciful as your heav-
enly Father is merciful" (Luke 6:36). "Go and do like-
wise" (Luke 10:37). "Do unto others as you would have 
them do to you" (Matthew 7:12). "Love one an-
other" (John 15:17).

Abortion is the opposite of these teachings. It is a reversal 
of justice. It is a destruction of the helpless rather than a 
rescue of them. If God’s people do not intervene to save 
those whose lives are attacked, then the people are not 
pleasing or worshiping Him.

God says through Isaiah, "Trample my courts no more! 
Bring no more worthless offerings…Your festivals I de-
test…When you spread out your hands, I close my eyes 
to you; though you pray the more, I will not listen. Your 
hands are full of blood! Wash yourselves clean…learn to 
do good. Make justice your aim: redress the wronged, 
hear the orphan’s plea, defend the widow" (Isaiah 1:13-
17).

Indeed, those who worship God but support abortion are 
falling into the same contradiction as God’s people of old, 
and need to hear the same message.

6. Jesus Christ paid special attention to the poor, the 
despised, and those whom the rest of society consid-
ered insignificant.

He broke down the false barriers that people set up 
among themselves, and instead acknowledged the equal 
human dignity of every individual, despite what common 
opinion might say. Hence we see Him reach out to chil-
dren despite the efforts of the apostles to keep them away 
(Matthew 19:13-15); to tax collectors and sinners despite 
the objections of the Scribes (Mark 2:16); to the blind de-
spite the warnings of the crowd (Matthew 20:29-34); to a 
foreign woman despite the utter surprise of the disciples 
and of the woman herself (John 4:9, 27); to Gentiles de-
spite the anger of the Jews (Matthew 21:41-46); and to 
the lepers, despite their isolation from the rest of society 
(Luke 17:11-19).

Pavone
(Continued from previous page)
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AN ELECTION YEAR PRAYER FOR THE FAITHFUL
WITNESS OF CATHOLICS IN THE UNITED STATES

By His Eminence Cardinal Raymond Leo Burke,
Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the 

Apostolic Signatura

O Lord Jesus Christ,
You alone are the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
In Your Church You show us the Way,
You teach us the Truth, and You give us Your Life.
Grant, we humbly beg You,
that, always and in all things, we may
be faithful to You in Your Holy Church,
and to Your Vicar on Earth, the Supreme Pontiff,
Pope Benedict XVI.
Grant also, we beg You,
that, in these times of decision,
all who profess to be Catholic
and who are entrusted with the sacred duty
to participate in public life,
may, by the strength of Your grace,
unwaveringly follow Your Way and
faithfully adhere to Your Truth,
living in You with all their mind and heart,
for Your greater glory, the salvation of souls,
and the good of our nation. Amen.
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of America,
Pray for us.
Saint Thomas More, Patron of Religious Freedom,
Pray for us.

From CatholicVote.com (Link)

When it comes to human dignity, Christ erases distinc-
tions. St. Paul declares, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave or free person, there is not male and 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 
3:28).

We can likewise say, "There is neither born nor unborn." 
Using this distinction as a basis for the value of life or the 
protection one deserves is meaningless and offensive to 
all that Scripture teaches. The unborn are the segment of 
our society which is most neglected and discriminated 
against. Christ Himself surely has a special love for them.

7. Scripture teaches us to love.

St. John says, "This is the message you have heard from 
the beginning: we should love one another, unlike Cain 
who belonged to the evil one and slaughtered his 
brother" (1 John 3:11-12). Love is directly contrasted with 
slaughter. To take the life of another is to break the com-
mand of love. To fail to help those in need and danger is 
also to fail to love.

Christ teaches this clearly in the parable of the Good Sa-
maritan (Luke 10:25-37), in the story of the rich man and 
Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), and in many other places.

No group of people is in more serious danger than the 
boys and girls in the womb. "If someone…sees a brother 
in need and refuses him compassion, how can the love of 
God remain in Him?" (1 John 3:17).

8. Life is victorious over death.

This is one of Scripture’s most basic themes. The victory 
of life is foretold in the promise that the head of the ser-
pent, through whom death entered the world, would be 
crushed (see Genesis 3:15).

Isaiah promised, "He will destroy death forever" (Isaiah 
25:8). At the scene of the first murder, the soil "opened its 
mouth" to swallow Abel’s blood. At the scene of the final 
victory of life, it is death itself that "will be swallowed up in 
victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, 
is your sting?…Thanks be to God who gives us the vic-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 15:54-
57).

Abortion is death. Christ came to conquer death, and 
therefore abortion. "I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full" (John 10:10).

The final outcome of the battle for life has already been 
decided by the Resurrection of Christ. We are not just 
working for victory; we are working from victory. We joy-
fully take a victory that has already been won, and pro-
claim, celebrate, and serve it until He comes again to 
bring it to its fullness. "There shall be no more 
death" (Revelation 21:4). "Amen. Come, Lord Je-
sus!" (Revelation 22:20).

Pavone
(Continued from previous page)

The Holy Rosary

In describing this uniquely Dominican charism, Fr. 
Gabriel quotes Antonio de Monroy, a previous Master of 
the Order:

“The Holy Rosary is the fairest flower of our Order. 
Should it come to pass that this flower withers, simulta-
neously the beauty and luster of our Institute is seen to 
fade and disappear. And on the other hand, when that 
flower revives, forthwith it draws down on us the heav-
enly dew, imparts to our stem an aroma of grace and 
causes it to bring forth, as from a root of piety, fruits of 
virtue and of honor.” (Linik)

http://www.catholicvote.org/discuss/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Cardinal-Burke-Prayer-Card1.pdf
http://www.ordopraedicatorum.org/2012/10/01/the-rosary-fairest-flower-of-our-order
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same view of what is proper has meant a continuing trend 
toward secularism, and many Catholics have come to 
view the resulting kind of society as entirely consistent 
with their faith. Government is carried on without refer-
ence to religion, but political entanglements are corrupt-
ing, the Church is free to carry out her mission in civil so-
ciety, and in any event American public religion was basi-
cally Protestant. 

So why aren’t things better now, and why isn’t what we 
have enough? 

The problem with that view is that principles have their 
own dynamism. Time puts all things to the test, and a 
constitutional arrangement that lasts doesn’t remain a 
collection of articles of peace accepted for practical rea-
sons. In Rome, rule by emperors began as a way of keep-
ing the peace after a century of civil unrest. As it became 
established, the emperor became divine, and people were 
required to accept his divinity. Here in America govern-
ment was intended as rule by the people for their own 
practical benefit. Even so, Americans soon began to pay 
semi-divine honors to the Constitution, Declaration of In-
dependence, and Founding Fathers, and those honors 
have since been extended to Abraham Lincoln and Martin 
Luther King. All public authorities inculcate such pieties, 

The State and the Sacred

Every functional society is based on a system of common 
understandings about man, the world, and the common 
good. Otherwise those who take part in it won’t be able to 
cooperate effectively in the network of complex, enduring, 
and sometimes very demanding undertakings through 
which they carry on the life of the society. 

Such understandings can exist even though they aren’t 
held by everyone, or in their entirety by many people at 
all. It’s only necessary that people who run things make 
them basic to how they cooperate, and the people at 
large go along with the arrangement. Thus, a secular so-
ciety doesn’t have to be one in which most people oppose 
religion in public life. It just has to be one in which influen-
tial people agree religion doesn’t belong there, and find 
ways to enforce the agreement. 

In the early ’60s most people didn’t like the school prayer 
decisions, which pushed religion out of the public schools. 
But the decisions stuck, because people who ran things 
liked them, and it’s hard for the people at large to resist 
what higher-ups settle on as proper. Since that time the 

USCCB Responds To Inaccurate Statement Of Fact On 
HHS Mandate Made During Vice Presidential Debate

(Continued on next page)

Pope Benedict XVI has said, "Any tendency to treat re-
ligion as a private matter must be resisted." We are 
called to pray and act to protect the freedom of religion.

WASHINGTON—The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops (USCCB) issued the following statement, October 12. 
Full text follows:

Last night, the following statement was made during the 
Vice Presidential debate regarding the decision of the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to 
force virtually all employers to include sterilization and 
contraception, including drugs that may cause abortion, in 
the health insurance coverage they provide their employ-
ees:

"With regard to the assault on the Catholic Church, let 
me make it absolutely clear. No religious institution—
Catholic or otherwise, including Catholic social services, 
Georgetown hospital, Mercy hospital, any hospital—
none has to either refer contraception, none has to pay 
for contraception, none has to be a vehicle to get con-
traception in any insurance policy they provide. That is 
a fact. That is a fact."

This is not a fact. The HHS mandate contains a narrow, 
four-part exemption for certain "religious employers." That 
exemption was made final in February and does not ex-

tend to "Catholic social services, Georgetown hospital, 
Mercy hospital, any hospital," or any other religious char-
ity that offers its services to all, regardless of the faith of 
those served.

HHS has proposed an additional "accommodation" for 
religious organizations like these, which HHS itself de-
scribes as "non-exempt." That proposal does not even 
potentially relieve these organizations from the obligation 
"to pay for contraception" and "to be a vehicle to get con-
traception." They will have to serve as a vehicle, because 
they will still be forced to provide their employees with 
health coverage, and that coverage will still have to in-
clude sterilization, contraception, and abortifacients. They 
will have to pay for these things, because the premiums 
that the organizations (and their employees) are required 
to pay will still be applied, along with other funds, to cover 
the cost of these drugs and surgeries.

USCCB continues to urge HHS, in the strongest possible 
terms, actually to eliminate the various infringements on 
religious freedom imposed by the mandate.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (Link)

http://www.usccb.org/news/2012/12-163.cfm
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State and Sacred
(Continued from previous page)

and people who reject them are effectively excluded from 
public life. 

The transition from the practical to the sacred is inevita-
ble. How could the emperor be relied on to keep the 
peace if he was just some guy and wasn’t surrounded by 
a divine aura? And how could America unite diverse re-
gions and peoples into a union worthy of the sacrifice of 
the better part of a million lives in the Civil War unless it 
was something transcendently special and important? 
Government can’t be just a practical expedient. It has the 
power of life and death, and at the level of general princi-
ple it is not possible to treat such issues as a matter of 
practical expediency. Beyond that, modern government 
educates the young, looks after people during life’s trou-
bles, and feels called upon to transform social attitudes in 
line with its vision of justice. How can such activities be 
divorced from ultimate human concerns? 

People are drawn to what they admire. Those attracted to 
public life are going to see it as more than a matter of utili-
tarian public advantage, and no matter what they say 
they’ll see themselves as more than humble public ser-
vants. Also, when they try to lead their fellow citizens 
they’ll need to appeal to transcendent principle. Govern-
ments must attract allegiance that is strong enough to 
justify sacrifice, at times extreme sacrifice, and there has 
to be something supporting that. A Memorial Day oration 
can’t say “these brave men gave their lives that useful 
arrangements that ignore our highest concerns might en-
dure.” Nor, in present-day America, can it say they did it 
to be true to their ancestors, kindred, or native soil. To be 
justified, their sacrifice has to be for a universal principle 
that amounts to a religion. 

Not long ago that religion could have a somewhat Chris-
tian character that limited the divinity of the state. Chur-
chill and Roosevelt could speak of the Second World War 
as a war for Christian civilization. Jefferson and Lincoln 
might get temples, but there were inscriptions in the tem-
ples that invoked Almighty God as the Judge of Nations. 
Today there is no god higher than Caesar, and Caesar 
has identified himself with the principle of individual 
choice and thus with the divinity of the individual will. 

The result is that secular liberalism has become not semi-
divine, like the original Constitution, but wholly so. As 
such, it insists on sacred principles, like the supremacy of 
individual choice subject only to the demands of the lib-
eral system itself, that are at odds with traditional religion 
of any kind. The result is that secular liberalism eventually 
feels compelled to drive traditional religion out of social 
life as oppressive. The freedom of the Church, which 
Catholics understand to have strong social and public 
dimensions, is cut back to freedom of worship, an aspect 
of the right to privacy. 

So what do we do, if we view man as social and Catholi-
cism as a system of truths to live by? 

There are several possibilities. We can try to prevent the 
further consolidation of secular liberalism as an estab-
lished and intolerant religion. We can become once again 
a Church of the catacombs, carrying on our activities in 
strict privacy. Or we can try to establish some religious 
outlook more favorable to Catholicism, if possible Catholi-
cism itself, as authoritative in public life. 

The first choice is the obvious mainstream one. It’s the 
one the bishops make when they emphasize the broad 
interpretation the principle of religious liberty has tradition-
ally received in America. An advantage of the approach is 
that it can appeal to the common justification of secular 
liberalism as a practical arrangement rather than a matter 
of ultimate belief, so it’s easy to argue for. Still, it has an 
air of unreality about it, since no one really cares about 
abstract freedom when sacred principles are at stake. 
And worse, it leaves secular liberalism as the highest 
public principle, even for Catholics, and we have seen 
where that leads. 

The second choice, the Church of the catacombs, is what 
seems to remain if we lose on the first. It too has prob-
lems, if only because secular liberalism is so imperialistic. 
A system that feels called upon to reform family life, and 
to that end makes it an international human rights prob-
lem when Belarus recognizes Mothers’ Day, or Slovenia 
has only 30 percent of its children in daycare, may not 
always tolerate meetings in the catacombs. Why, for ex-
ample, should it allow organizations to meet even in pri-
vate that tell children that homosexuals are objectively 
disordered? 

So it seems our ultimate goal has to be the last, the crea-
tion of a more Christian and eventually a Catholic society. 
Every society has a religion, or a system that functions as 
such, so why not go for more truth rather than less? The 
ultimate goal of a Catholic society may not be immedi-
ately practical, since it is likely to be a long time before 
movers and shakers agree that Catholic principles help 
them do what they want to do and agree on them as prin-
ciples of cooperation. Nonetheless, a goal is needed to 
focus thought, and Dignitatis Humanae tells us that the 
moral duty of societies toward Christ and his Church is 
the same now as ever. Since that is so, why not keep our 
thoughts straight by making that duty part of our outlook? 
Practical choices among imperfect alternatives are often 
quite difficult, but they are likely to be made more sensibly 
if we keep in mind what is ultimately right. 

James Kalb, Catholic World Report,  
September 17, 2012 
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Married at the age of twelve to Ann, eldest daughter of 
Lord Dacres, when fifteen he went to Cambridge, and 
thence to Court, where he enjoyed the special favor of 
Elizabeth, giving himself wholly to the vices and follies of 
her corrupt circle. To win her smile he squandered his 
estates by lavish entertainments at Kening Hall and Nor-
wich, cruelly neglected his wife, and abandoned the prac-
tice and profession of his religion. His conscience was 
first awakened by hearing B. Edmund Campion dispute 
with the Protestant minister at the Tower, and he resolved 
to go abroad and be reconciled. The Queen, however, 
suspecting his design, had him apprehended when em-
barking at Hull, and sent him back to London. There she 
ordered him to prepare a great banquet at Arundel 
House, which she herself attended. But yesterday his 
grateful guest, she again ordered his arrest, and he was 
severely examined, but was released, as nothing could be 
proved against him. He made use of his freedom to be 
reconciled, and began henceforth a blameless religious 
life, was reunited in closest affection with his wife, who 
was also now a Catholic, and intensified thereby the ha-
tred of the Queen.

"But she, being instructed before by her mother, said, Give me 
now in a dish the head of John the Baptist." Mt 14:8

The Hatred of Herodias [1]
Ven. Philip Howard, Layman, 1595

It’s not enough to say we are Christians, but also to live 
as Christians. Looking at us probably no one would rec-
ognize we are Christians today because our style of life 
is the same as non-believers.  We need a true conver-
sion in our style of life.

Archbishop Salvatore Fisichella, President of the Pontifi-
cal Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelisation,        

in The Australian, 08-08-2012

De Profundis
We were greatly saddened to learn of the passing of 
our brother, Barry McQuillan on Friday October 
12th. Barry made profession in April 1979 as a 
member of the San Jose Chapter. He later served 
as LPC representative, and LPC president while 
with the erstwhile San Diego Chapter. Barry then 
transferred to St. Andrews Chapter, Riverside and 
served as our Moderator, and Formation Director. 
Barry was well known and loved throughout the 
American provinces for his myriad contributions to 
formation training and international support. He will 
be greatly missed in our community for his love and 
knowledge of the Order of Preachers, his excellent 
presentations and wonderful humor.

-- See you later, Barry! (Martin Szczesniak)

Requiescat in pace
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Contact Truth Be Told
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3337 S. Minuteman Pl.
Boise, ID 83706

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    -St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).

