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Closing Address to the Extraordinary  

Synod on the Family 
 

“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena  

With a heart full of appreciation and gratitude 
I want to thank, along with you, the Lord who 
has accompanied and guided us in the past 
days, with the light of the Holy Spirit.  
 
[...] it has been “a journey” – and like every 
journey there were moments of running fast, 
as if wanting to conquer time and reach the 
goal as soon as possible; other moments of 
fatigue, as if wanting to say “enough”; other 
moments of enthusiasm and ardor. There 
were moments of profound consolation listen-
ing to the testimony of true pastors, who 
wisely carry in their hearts the joys and the 
tears of their faithful people. Moments of con-
solation and grace and comfort hearing the 
testimonies of the families who have partici-
pated in the Synod and have shared with us 
the beauty and the joy of their married life. A 
journey where the stronger feel compelled to 
help the less strong, where the more experi-
enced are led to serve others, even through 
confrontations. And since it is a journey of 
human beings, with the consolations there 
were also moments of desolation, of tensions 
and temptations, of which a few possibilities 
could be mentioned:  
 
 - One, a temptation to hostile inflexibility, that 
is, wanting to close oneself within the written 
word, (the letter) and not allowing oneself to 
be surprised by God, by the God of surprises, 
(the spirit); within the law, within the certitude 
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Only one sin is nowadays severely punished: the attentive observance of 
the traditions of our Fathers. For that reason the good ones are thrown out 
of their places and brought to the desert. 

- Saint Basil the Great 
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Synod 
(Continued from page 1) 

discussions; this move-
ment of the spirits, as St 
Ignatius called it (Spiritual 
Exercises, 6), if all were in 
a state of agreement, or 
silent in a false and quiet-
ist peace. Instead, I have 
seen and I have heard – 
with joy and appreciation 
– speeches and interven-
tions full of faith, of pasto-
ral and doctrinal zeal, of 
wisdom, of frankness and 
of courage: and of parre-

sia. And I have felt that what was set before our 
eyes was the good of the Church, of families, and 
the “supreme law,” the “good of souls” (cf. Can. 
1752). And this always – we have said it here, in the 
Hall – without ever putting into question the funda-
mental truths of the Sacrament of marriage: the in-
dissolubility, the unity, the faithfulness, the fruitful-
ness, that openness to life (cf. Cann. 1055, 1056; 
and Gaudium et spes, 48).  
 
And this is the Church, the vineyard of the Lord, the 
fertile Mother and the caring Teacher, who is not 
afraid to roll up her sleeves to pour oil and wine on 
people’s wound; who doesn’t see humanity as a 
house of glass to judge or categorize people. This is 
the Church, One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and com-
posed of sinners, needful of God’s mercy. This is the 
Church, the true bride of Christ, who seeks to be 
faithful to her spouse and to her doctrine. It is the 
Church that is not afraid to eat and drink with prosti-
tutes and publicans. The Church that has the doors 
wide open to receive the needy, the penitent, and 
not only the just or those who believe they are per-
fect! The Church that is not ashamed of the fallen 
brother and pretends not to see him, but on the con-
trary feels involved and almost obliged to lift him up 
and to encourage him to take up the journey again 
and accompany him toward a definitive encounter 
with her Spouse, in the heavenly Jerusalem.  
 
[This] is the Church, our Mother! And when the 
Church, in the variety of her charisms, expresses 
herself in communion, she cannot err: it is the beau-
ty and the strength of the sensus fidei, of that super-
natural sense of the faith which is bestowed by the 
Holy Spirit so that, together, we can all enter into the 
heart of the Gospel and learn to follow Jesus in our 

of what we know and not 
of what we still need to 
learn and to achieve. 
From the time of Christ, it 
is the temptation of the 
zealous, of the scrupu-
lous, of the solicitous and 
of the so-called – today – 
“traditionalists” and also 
of the intellectuals.  
 
 - The temptation to a de-
structive tendency to 
goodness [it. buonismo], 
that in the name of a deceptive mercy binds the 
wounds without first curing them and treating them; 
that treats the symptoms and not the causes and the 
roots. It is the temptation of the “do-gooders,” of the 
fearful, and also of the so-called “progressives and 
liberals.”  
 
 - The temptation to transform stones into bread to 
break the long, heavy, and painful fast (cf. Lk 4:1-4); 
and also to transform the bread into a stone and 
cast it against the sinners, the weak, and the sick (cf 
Jn 8:7), that is, to transform it into unbearable bur-
dens (Lk 11:46).  
 
 - The temptation to come down off the Cross, to 
please the people, and not stay there, in order to 
fulfil the will of the Father; to bow down to a worldly 
spirit instead of purifying it and bending it to the Spir-
it of God.  
 
 - The temptation to neglect the “depositum 
fidei” [the deposit of faith], not thinking of themselves 
as guardians but as owners or masters [of it]; or, on 
the other hand, the temptation to neglect reality, 
making use of meticulous language and a language 
of smoothing to say so many things and to say noth-
ing! They call them “byzantinisms,” I think, these 
things…  
 
Dear brothers and sisters, the temptations must not 
frighten or disconcert us, or even discourage us, be-
cause no disciple is greater than his master; so if 
Jesus Himself was tempted – and even called Beel-
zebul (cf. Mt 12:24) – His disciples should not expect 
better treatment.  
 
Personally I would be very worried and saddened if 
it were not for these temptations and these animated 

(Continued on next page) 
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life. And this should never be seen as a source of 
confusion and discord.  
 
Many commentators, or people who talk, have imag-
ined that they see a disputatious Church where one 
part is against the other, doubting even the Holy 
Spirit, the true promoter and guarantor of the unity 
and harmony of the Church – the Holy Spirit who 
throughout history has always guided the barque, 
through her Ministers, even when the sea was rough 
and choppy, and the ministers unfaithful and sin-
ners.  
 
And, as I have dared to tell you , [as] I told you from 
the beginning of the Synod, it was necessary to live 
through all this with tranquillity, and with interior 
peace, so that the Synod would take place cum Pet-
ro and sub Petro (with Peter and under Peter), and 
the presence of the Pope is the guarantee of it all.  
 
We will speak a little bit about the Pope, now, in re-
lation to the Bishops [laughing]. So, the duty of the 
Pope is that of guaranteeing the unity of the Church; 
it is that of reminding the faithful of  their duty to 
faithfully follow the Gospel of Christ; it is that of re-
minding the pastors that their first duty is to nourish 
the flock – to nourish the flock – that the Lord has 
entrusted to them, and to seek to welcome – with 
fatherly care and mercy, and without false fears – 
the lost sheep. I made a mistake here. I said wel-
come: [rather] to go out and find them.  
 
His duty is to remind everyone that authority in the 
Church is a service, as Pope Benedict XVI clearly 
explained, with words I cite verbatim: “The Church is 
called and commits herself to exercise this kind of 
authority which is service and exercises it not in her 
own name, but in the name of Jesus Christ… 
through the Pastors of the Church, in fact: it is he 
who guides, protects and corrects them, because he 
loves them deeply. But the Lord Jesus, the supreme 
Shepherd of our souls, has willed that the Apostolic 
College, today the Bishops, in communion with the 
Successor of Peter… to participate in his mission of 
taking care of God's People, of educating them in 
the faith and of guiding, inspiring and sustaining the 
Christian community, or, as the Council puts it, ‘to 
see to it... that each member of the faithful shall be 
led in the Holy Spirit to the full development of his 
own vocation in accordance with Gospel preaching, 
and to sincere and active charity’ and to exercise 
that liberty with which Christ has set us free (cf. 

Synod 
(Continued from previous page) 

Presbyterorum Ordinis, 6)… and it is through us,” 
Pope Benedict continues, “that the Lord reaches 
souls, instructs, guards and guides them. St Augus-
tine, in his Commentary on the Gospel of St John, 
says: ‘let it therefore be a commitment of love to 
feed the flock of the Lord’ (cf. 123, 5); this is the su-
preme rule of conduct for the ministers of God, an 
unconditional love, like that of the Good Shepherd, 
full of joy, given to all, attentive to those close to us 
and solicitous for those who are distant (cf. St Au-
gustine, Discourse 340, 1; Discourse 46, 15), gentle 
towards the weakest, the little ones, the simple, the 
sinners, to manifest the infinite mercy of God with 
the reassuring words of hope (cf. ibid., Epistle, 95, 
1).”  
 
So, the Church is Christ’s – she is His bride – and all 
the bishops, in communion with the Successor of 
Peter, have the task and the duty of guarding her 
and serving her, not as masters but as servants. The 
Pope, in this context, is not the supreme lord but ra-
ther the supreme servant – the “servant of the serv-
ants of God”; the guarantor of the obedience and the 
conformity of the Church to the will of God, to the 
Gospel of Christ, and to the Tradition of the Church, 
putting aside every personal whim, despite being – 
by the will of Christ Himself – the “supreme Pastor 
and Teacher of all the faithful” (Can. 749) and de-
spite enjoying “supreme, full, immediate, and univer-
sal ordinary power in the Church” (cf. Cann. 331-
334).  
 
Dear brothers and sisters, now we still have one 
year to mature, with true spiritual discernment, the 
proposed ideas and to find concrete solutions to so 
many difficulties and innumerable challenges that 
families must confront; to give answers to the many 
discouragements that surround and suffocate fami-
lies.  
 
One year to work on the “Synodal Relatio” which is 
the faithful and clear summary of everything that has 
been said and discussed in this hall and in the small 
groups. It is presented to the Episcopal Conferences 
as “lineamenta” [guidelines].  
 
May the Lord accompany us, and guide us in this 
journey for the glory of His Name, with the interces-
sion of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of Saint Joseph. 
And please, do not forget to pray for me! Thank you!  
 

As reported by Catholic World Report (Link) 

http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/3450/moments_of_consolation_and_temptation_francis_address_at_the_conclusion_of_the_synod_full_text.aspx
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From the DLIPC Representative 
 

By joining the Rosary Confraternity we gain graces in ad-
dition to those we receive by being members of the Do-
minican Order and we also spiritually contribute to those 
religious and lay Confraternity members outside of the 
Order as well.  The faithful person dedicated to fulfilling 
their daily Rosary may join.  Pope Leo XIII encouraged all 
priests, not just Dominicans, to join the Confraternity. 
 
So, join the Confraternity and invite those you know who 
pray the Rosary to gain special spiritual benefits that they 
could be enjoying now.  Go to www.rosary-center.org and 
enroll today. 
 
From the website: 
 

Through the Rosary, Our Lady has given us the method 
to combat powerful forces such as those at Lepanto and 
communism in our own day.  It is no wonder that St. Pa-
dre Pio referred to the Rosary as “The Weapon”.  Versa-
tile and powerful, a well said Rosary is the weapon that 
destroys vice, delivers from sin and dispels heresy. 
 
As Lay Dominicans, our promise to meditate on the life of 
Jesus during the recitation of our daily Rosary is an excel-
lent way to join in the fight.  It is also a good reminder that 
we live our vocation with the constant help of Jesus and 
His Mother.  But, we can also be helped immensely in our 
battles by joining the Rosary Confraternity. 
 

Dear Brothers and  
Sisters, 
 
Over the past six years, 
it has been my pleasure 
to serve you as Vice 
President of the Most 
Holy Name of Jesus 
Province. 
 
During that time I have 
met and worked with 
many of our chapters, 
and their commitment to 
Our Lord and the Order 
has been an inspiration 
to me. 
 

It has also been a privilege to work with the previous Ex-
ecutive Committee. Tony Galati, Steve and Mary Cain, 
Mary Halvorson, Gary Sims and Father Serpa, have guid-
ed our province with passion, dedication and a singular 
focus on Jesus. I am truly grateful for the time I’ve spent 
working with them, and for their friendship. 
 
At this time, I look forward to serving you as President. 
 
Our new Executive Committee team (John Keenan, Kathy 
Stone, Dionysus Flora and Michael Harvey) has recently 
met, and I was delighted to see the commitment and tal-
ents that everyone brought to the table.  
 

 We have some wonderful new ideas to serve you bet-
ter through our website and the Truth Be Told news-
letter. 

 I have also heard from many of the chapters request-
ing a visit from the Committee. Although budget is 
always a consideration, it is also important that we 
stay connected with each other.  In that light, we will 
be committing more time and resources to visit chap-
ters in the coming year.  To be good stewards, we will 
be looking at practical – and creative – ways to keep 
the costs down. 

 We especially want to support the chapters in for-
mation and guide them towards full recognition. 

 
To be effective in all we do as a province - it’s essential to 
always remember our mission - which is the sanctification 
of our souls and preaching the Word of God. That’s the 
essence of our vocations.  The Preface of our Particular 
Directory states this well: 
 
“…To be effective instruments of Our Lord, we must live 
lives centered on Him. We must, as Saint Dominic did, 
bring Christ’s redemptive grace to our times by our own 
witness to the Word in life and action, keeping in mind 
that our apostolic activity flows from the fullness of pray-
er and contemplation”.  

 
Finally, please keep me, and the members of the Execu-
tive Committee, in your daily prayers.  And know that we 
are praying for you. 
 
In Jesus and St. Dominic, 
 
Denise Harvey 
President 
The Most Holy Name of Jesus Province  
Dj.harvey@verizon.net 

From the President 
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DLIPC 
(Continued from previous page) 

 

FIFTEEN PROMISES OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
TO CHRISTIANS WHO FAITHFULLY  

PRAY THE ROSARY 
 
1. To all those who shall pray my Rosary devoutly, I 

promise my special protection and great graces.  
2. Those who shall persevere in the recitation of my Ro-

sary will receive some special grace.  
3. The Rosary will be a very powerful armor against hell; 

it will destroy vice, deliver from sin and dispel heresy.  
4. The rosary will make virtue and good works flourish, 

and will obtain for souls the most abundant divine 
mercies. It will draw the hearts of men from the love 
of the world and its vanities, and will lift them to the 
desire of eternal things. Oh, that souls would sanctify 
themselves by this means.  

5. Those who trust themselves to me through the Ro-
sary will not perish.  

6. Whoever recites my Rosary devoutly reflecting on the 
mysteries, shall never be overwhelmed by misfortune. 
He will not experience the anger of God nor will 
he perish by an unprovided death. The sinner 
will be converted; the just will persevere in grace 
and merit eternal life.  

7. Those truly devoted to my Rosary shall not die 
without the sacraments of the Church.  

8. Those who are faithful to recite my Rosary shall 
have during their life and at their death the light 
of God and the plenitude of His graces and will 
share in the merits of the blessed.  

9. I will deliver promptly from purgatory souls devot-
ed to my Rosary.  

10. True children of my Rosary will enjoy great glory 
in heaven.  

11. What you shall ask through my Rosary you shall 
obtain.  

12. To those who propagate my Rosary I promise 
aid in all their necessities.  

13. I have obtained from my Son that all the mem-
bers of the Rosary Confraternity shall have as 
their intercessors, in life and in death, the entire 
celestial court.  

14. Those who recite my Rosary faithfully are my 
beloved children, the brothers and sisters of Je-
sus Christ.  

15. Devotion to my Rosary is a special sign of pre-
destination.  

 

THE ROSARY CONFRATERNITY'S BENEFITS 
 
1. The special protection of the mother of God.  
2. A share in the prayer of countless thousands of mem-

bers the world over, and this even after death.  
3. A share in the prayers, Masses and apostolic works 

of the entire Dominican Order.  
4. The intercession of the entire heavenly court.  
5. Various plenary and partial indulgences.  
6. Six times a year the Rosary Center publication THE 

ROSARY, LIGHT AND LIFE is sent to those mem-
bers who wish it. Its purpose is to provide sound doc-
trine and spiritual guidance for readers everywhere. 

 
God bless you, 
Michael Harvey 
DLIPC Representative 
 
 

http://www.rosary-center.org/ntrll.htm
http://www.rosary-center.org/ntrll.htm
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From the Editor 

 

Why do you call me good?  
No one is good but God alone. (Mk 10:18) 

 

The rich young man has just asked "Good teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?" (Mk 10:17).  Something is 
happening here; Jesus wants us to recognized His Divine 
Goodness, not mere human goodness.   
 
We know that we are told not to judge, and are famously 
reminded “Who am I to judge?” by our Holy Father. We 
are used to thinking of this in terms of negative judgment, 
but it works the other way too. As St Paul reminds us “I do 
not even pass judgment on myself” (1 Cor  4:3).  In other 
words, Paul does not judge himself to be without sin, but 
leaves the judgment to God. 
 
So I cannot help but observe that there is a judgment of a 
sort which has become rather common, and was visible in 
a controverted manner in the recent Synod on the family.  
That is to make a judgment about the inherent goodness 
in all men as God’s creation, and conflating that with the 
goodness of Grace, the state that is essential for the wor-
thy reception of communion. 
 

I will admit to being a sinner, and that from a state without 
grace to a state of grace (and back and forth again), I was 
not aware of any interiorly different “feeling”  by which I 
could judge myself. Nor were others able to observe this 
in me, as only God sees the disposition of the soul.  So I 
suspect that the ease with which we pass a judgment of 
“good” is that we are generally unrestrained by a firm faith 
which is attentive to God’s word.   
 

We state in the Creed that we believe in one, holy catho-
lic, and apostolic church.  Please consider, though, that 
we by this are not stating that we believe in the  Catholic 
Church. As Paul says: “ Faith is the realization of what is 
hoped for and evidence of things not seen” (Heb 11:1).  In 
other words, the faith which the Creed speaks is not  in 

the existence of the Catholic Church, an observable 
“seen” truth (in which one can have knowledge, but not 
faith), but rather that the meaning of the Creed is “I be-
lieve the Catholic Church.” 
 
Why would the church ask us to believe Her? Because 
Jesus said “ Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoev-
er rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects 
the one who sent me"  (Lk 10:16). 
 
Stop judging by appearances, but judge justly (Jn 7:23) 
 
Through the baptismal font, and the tribunal of mercy, we 
sinners strive to cloth ourselves with the garment of chari-
ty without which we will be cast into outer darkness where 
there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth (Mt 8:28).  The 
Church, the body of Christ, serves as He did; She teach-
es, heals the sick, feeds the poor, and raises up the lowly.  
To those at war with God, her doors are open and the 
God who surrendered to man remains willing to receive 
us;  "My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit; a contrite, 
humbled heart, O God, you will not scorn" (Ps 51:19). 
 
Sometimes it seems we would rather not approach with 
humility; and it would behoove us to attend to God’s word: 
 
"When you spread out your hands, I close my eyes to 
you; Though you pray the more, I will not listen. Your 
hands are full of blood! Wash yourselves clean! Put away 
your misdeeds from before my eyes; cease doing evil" (Is 
1:15-16). 
 
It is good to keep a heart united with Jesus and meditate 
closely on the key to life he offers: "Go, from now on do 
not sin any more" (Jn 8:11) 
 
Mark Gross, 
Editor 

From the Vice President 

A Colloquium on the Social Mission of the Catholic Church 
Saturday, April 18, 2015, Boise, Idaho. 

The first mission of the Catholic Church set down by 
Christ is too to spread the Gospel and to ultimately live it 
in the world where we live.  It is guided by truth, not by 
political theory, ideology, or social movements.  It is the 
product of love—a love of Christ and of neighbor.  It ad-
heres to the natural law and gives life to the spiritual and 
temporal works of mercy. 
 
The Blessed Margaret of Castello Chapter of Boise, Ida-
ho, is sponsoring a Colloquium on the Social Doctrine of 
the Catholic Church on Saturday, April 18, 2015, at St. 
Mark’s Catholic Church in Boise. 
 

Every chapter is invited to attend.  The Colloquium is a 
discussion—a fascinating discussion on the Holy Scrip-
tures, the Catechism, the Encyclicals and the natural 
law—on the social mission of the Church.  The discussion 
focuses on the key principles of the Church’s social doc-
trine in the 21st Century.  For more information, please 
check the Chapter’s website at www.dominicanidaho.org, 
email the chapter at chapter@dominicanidaho.org, or call 
us at 208.375.2532.   
 
John Keenan, 
Vice President 
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that God had revealed about himself and humanity by 
breaking into the history of human sinfulness. 
 
This church, a hierarchical communion, continued through 
history, living among different peoples and cultures, filled 
with sinners, but always guided in the essentials of her life 
and teaching by the Holy Spirit. She called herself 
“Catholic” because her purpose was to preach a universal 
faith and a universal morality, encompassing all peoples 
and cultures. This claim often invited conflict with the rul-
ing classes of many countries. About 1,800 years into her 
often stormy history, this church found herself as a very 
small group in a new country in Eastern North America 
that promised to respect all religions because the State 
would not be confessional; it would not try to play the role 
of a religion. 
 
This church knew that it was far from socially acceptable 
in this new country. One of the reasons the country was 
established was to protest the king of England’s permit-
ting the public celebration of the Catholic Mass on the soil 
of the British Empire in the newly conquered Catholic ter-
ritories of Canada. He had betrayed his coronation oath to 
combat Catholicism, defined as “America’s greatest ene-
my,” and protect Protestantism, bringing the pure religion 
of the colonists into danger and giving them the moral 
right to revolt and reject his rule. 
 
Nonetheless, many Catholics in the American colonies 
thought their life might be better in the new country than 
under a regime whose ruling class had penalized and per-
secuted them since the mid-16th century. They made this 
new country their own and served her loyally. The social 
history was often contentious, but the State basically kept 
its promise to protect all religions and not become a rival 
to them, a fake church. Until recent years. 
 
There was always a quasi-religious element in the public 
creed of the country. It lived off the myth of human pro-
gress, which had little place for dependence on divine 

providence. It tended to exploit the religiosity of the ordi-
nary people by using religious language to co-opt them 
into the purposes of the ruling class. Forms of anti-
Catholicism were part of its social DNA. It had encour-
aged its citizens to think of themselves as the creators of 
world history and the managers of nature, so that no 
source of truth outside of themselves needed to be con-
sulted to check their collective purposes and desires. But 
it had never explicitly taken upon itself the mantle of a 
religion and officially told its citizens what they must per-
sonally think or what “values” they must personalize in 
order to deserve to be part of the country. Until recent 
years. 
 
In recent years, society has brought social and legislative 
approval to all types of sexual relationships that used to 
be considered “sinful.” Since the biblical vision of what it 
means to be human tells us that not every friendship or 
love can be expressed in sexual relations, the church’s 
teaching on these issues is now evidence of intolerance 
for what the civil law upholds and even imposes. What 
was once a request to live and let live has now become a 
demand for approval. The “ruling class,” those who shape 
public opinion in politics, in education, in communications, 
in entertainment, is using the civil law to impose its own 
form of morality on everyone. We are told that, even in 
marriage itself, there is no difference between men and 
women, although nature and our very bodies clearly evi-
dence that men and women are not interchangeable at 
will in forming a family. Nevertheless, those who do not 
conform to the official religion, we are warned, place their 
citizenship in danger. 
 
When the recent case about religious objection to one 
provision of the Health Care Act was decided against the 
State religion, the Huffington Post (June 30, 2014) raised 
“concerns about the compatibility between being a Catho-
lic and being a good citizen.” This is not the voice of the 
nativists who first fought against Catholic immigration in 
the 1830s. Nor is it the voice of those who burned con-
vents and churches in Boston and Philadelphia a decade 
later. Neither is it the voice of the Know-Nothing Party of 
the 1840s and 1850s, nor of the Ku Klux Klan, which 
burned crosses before Catholic churches in the Midwest 
after the civil war. It is a voice more sophisticated than 
that of the American Protective Association, whose mem-
bers promised never to vote for a Catholic for public of-
fice. This is, rather, the selfrighteous voice of some mem-
bers of the American establishment today who regard 
themselves as “progressive” and “enlightened.” 
 
The inevitable result is a crisis of belief for many Catho-
lics. Throughout history, when Catholics and other believ-
ers in revealed religion have been forced to choose be-
tween being taught by God or instructed by politicians, 

A Tale of Two Churches 
Cardinal Francis George OMI 

(Continued on next page) 

Once upon a time there 
was a church founded on 
God’s entering into human 
history in order to give hu-
manity a path to eternal life 
and happiness with him. 
The Savior that God sent, 
his only-begotten Son, did 
not write a book but found-
ed a community, a church, 
upon the witness and min-
istry of twelve apostles. He 
sent this church the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, the spirit of 
love between Father and 
Son, the Spirit of the truth 
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Continued on next page) 

professors, editors of major newspapers and entertainers, 
many have opted to go along with the powers that be. 
This reduces a great tension in their lives, although it also 
brings with it the worship of a false god. It takes no moral 
courage to conform to government and social pressure. It 
takes a deep faith to “swim against the tide,” as Pope 
Francis recently encouraged young people to do at last 
summer’s World Youth Day. 
 
Swimming against the tide means limiting one’s access to 
positions of prestige and power in society. It means that 
those who choose to live by the Catholic faith will not be 
welcomed as political candidates to national office, will 
not sit on editorial boards of major newspapers, will not 
be at home on most university faculties, will not have suc-
cessful careers as actors and entertainers. Nor will their 
children, who will also be suspect. Since all public institu-
tions, no matter who owns or operates them, will be 
agents of the government and conform their activities to 
the demands of the official religion, the practice of medi-
cine and law will become more difficult for faithful Catho-
lics. It already means in some States that those who run 
businesses must conform their activities to the official reli-
gion or be fined, as Christians and Jews are fined for their 
religion in countries governed by Sharia law. 
 
A reader of the tale of two churches, an outside observer, 
might note that American civil law has done much to 
weaken and destroy what is the basic unit of every human 

society, the family. With the weakening of the internal re-
straints that healthy family life teaches, the State will need 
to impose more and more external restraints on every-
one’s activities. An outside observer might also note that 
the official religion’s imposing whatever its proponents 
currently desire on all citizens and even on the world at 
large inevitably generates resentment. An outside observ-
er might point out that class plays a large role in determin-
ing the tenets of the official State religion. “Same-sex 
marriage,” as a case in point, is not an issue for the poor 
or those on the margins of society. 
 
How does the tale end? We don’t know. The actual situa-
tion is, of course, far more complex than a story plot, and 
there are many actors and characters, even among the 
ruling class, who do not want their beloved country to 
transform itself into a fake church. It would be wrong to 
lose hope, since there are so many good and faithful peo-
ple. 
 
Catholics do know, with the certainty of faith, that, when 
Christ returns in glory to judge the living and the dead, the 
church, in some recognizable shape or form that is both 
Catholic and Apostolic, will be there to meet him. There is 
no such divine guarantee for any country, culture or soci-
ety of this or any age. 
 

Catholic New World (Link)  

On October 6, the 
Supreme Court 
declined to hear a 
variety of state ap-
peals on the nature 
of marriage.  In 
effect, the court 
has affirmed the 
validity of gay mar-
riage, and I believe 
this creates a tip-
ping point in Ameri-
can public dis-
course.  The dis-
memberment of 

Tale 
(Continued from previous page) 

any privileged voice that biblical belief once had in our 
public square is just about complete. 

Strangers in a Strange Land 
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. 

 
This trend has been building for a long time.  Gay mar-
riage is only one of the many issues that have trans-
formed our culture.  But given the intimate and embodied 
nature of the relationship in every genuine marriage, and 
the traditional procreative implications it has for making or 
closing off a nation’s future, gay marriage has a uniquely 
powerful sign value. 
 
The most disturbing thing about the debate around gay 
marriage is the destruction of public reason that it accom-
plished.  Emotion and sloganeering drove the argument.  
And the hatred that infected the conversation came far 
less from so-called “homophobes” than from many gay 
issue activists themselves.  People who uphold a tradi-
tional moral architecture for sexuality, marriage and family 
have gone in the space of just 20 years from mainstream 
conviction to the media equivalent of racists and bigots. 
 

http://www.catholicnewworld.com/cnwonline/2014/0907/cardinal.aspx
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need to know we love them.  It’s a hard discipline, but 
how we treat those who disagree with us proves — or 
disproves –what we claim to believe about God. 
 
[W]e come to our duties in the public square.  As I’ve said 
many times before, we have serious obligations as believ-
ers to care for the poor, the immigrant, the elderly and 
persons with disabilities.  Those duties belong personally 
to you and me, not just to the government — though gov-
ernment clearly has an important role.  If we ignore the 
poor, we will go to hell.  If we blind ourselves to their suf-
fering, we will go to hell.  If we do nothing to ease their 
burdens; then we will go to hell.  Ignoring the needs of the 
poor among us is the surest way to dig a chasm of heart-
lessness between ourselves and God, and ourselves and 
our neighbors. 
 
And lest we forget:  The poor include the unborn child.  
The abortion struggle hasn’t suddenly disappeared.  
There are no human rights without a fundamental right to 
life.  Abortion is the assassination of hope.  It’s the murder 
of a society’s future.  There’s no way to contextualize or 
diminish the evil of a law that allows the killing of inno-
cent, unborn human life.  Nor is there any way for any 
Catholic to accept or ignore that kind of legalized homi-
cide when it comes to decisions in the voting booth or 
anywhere else. 
 
As to marriage and the family:  I think we’d be foolish to 
assume that the gay marriage debate is over, even 
though many believe we’ve lost it – at least for now.  The 
struggle is not over.  The issue now becomes how ag-
gressive gay issue activists will be in punishing and dis-
criminating against those with traditional views.  Tactics 
can easily include denying licensure and accreditation, 
revoking tax exemptions, imposing liability under public 
accommodations statutes and employment anti-
discrimination acts, closing access to government con-
tracts and grants, and other such acts.  Given the bitter-
ness driving much of gay issue activism over the past 
decade or more, religious freedom will be a growing area 
of conflict. 
 
A friend recently suggested that the Church should get 
out of the civil marriage business altogether.  In a way, it 
makes sense.  It’s hard to see how a priest or bishop 
could, in good conscience, sign a marriage certificate that 
merely identifies spouse A and spouse B.  This dramatiz-
es, in a concrete way, the fact that we face some very 
hard choices in a new marriage regime.  Refusing to con-
duct civil marriages now, as a matter of principled re-
sistance, has vastly more witness value than being kicked 
out of the marriage business later by the government, 
which is a likely bet.  Or so the reasoning goes.  I don’t 
necessarily agree with this approach.  But in the spirit of 

This is impressive.  It’s also profoundly dishonest and evil, 
but we need to acknowledge the professional excellence 
of the marketing that made it happen.  We also need to 
thank God for the gift of this difficult moment, because 
conflict always does two things.  It purifies the Church, 
and it clarifies the character of the enemies who hate her.  
Conflict is good when the issues matter.  And very few 
issues matter as much to the course of a nation as the 
nature of marriage and family. 
 
So what do we do now?  Believers don’t have the luxury 
of pessimism.  And the idea that we can retire to the safe-
ty of some modern equivalent of a monastery in the hills, 
isn’t practical or warranted.  Our job is to be the healthy 
cells in a society.  We need to work as long as we can, as 
hard as we can, to nourish the good that remains in our 
country – and there’s a deep well of good that does re-
main — and to encourage the seeds of a renewal that can 
only come from our young people. 
 
 
 
 
We defeat ourselves too easily.  We have all the re-
sources we need.  The late Saul Alinsky called himself a 
radical, and he was clearly good at what he did.  But I’ve 
always felt that his book, Rules for Radicals, was a kind of 
“Machiavelli for people with short attention spans.”  His 
rules, his pressure tactics, his deceits, manipulations and 
organizing skills, are finally based on a fraud.  They’re not 
“progressive” at all.  They’re the same tired grasping for 
power that made the world what it is.  The truth is, Alinsky 
wasn’t nearly radical enough. 
 
Radical means this: 
 

 Blessed are the peacemakers. 

 Blessed are the merciful. 

 Blessed are the pure in heart. 

 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for right-
eousness. 

 Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven; for so men persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 

 
We don’t need to “succeed” in living the Beatitudes.  But 
we do need to try – every day, consciously, with all our 
hearts.  If we do that, the Beatitudes irresistibly transform 
the world by transforming us. 
 
[W]e need to be people of worship first, action second.  
And it’s true.  But we still do have a duty to act.  We can 
start by returning hatred with love.  Martin Luther King 
liked to say that it’s not enough to love our enemies; they 

Stranger 
(Continued from previous page) 
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candor encouraged by Pope Francis, I hope our nation’s 
bishops will see the need to discuss and consider it as a 
real course of action. 
 
I’ve gone on longer than I usually do because this venue 
tonight is so important.  I’m grateful for your patience.  I’ll 
end with this last thought.  Augustine famously wrote that 
“my weight is my love.” 
 
“The body by its own weight,” he said, “gravitates toward 
its own place. Weight goes not downward only, but to its 
own place. Fire tends upward, a stone downward. They 
are propelled by their own weights, they seek their own 
places … My weight is my love; by it am I borne wherever 
I am borne. By Your gift we are inflamed, and are borne 
upward; we wax hot inwardly, and go forward. We ascend 
Your ways that be in our heart, and sing a song of de-
grees; we glow inwardly with [Your] good fire, and we go, 
because we go upward to the peace of Jerusalem.” 
 
For Augustine, the fire of our love carries us upward on its 
heat.  The more we love, the higher we rise toward heav-
en. 
 
The point is this:  Nations too have weight.  The “weight” 
of a nation is the love that animates — or fails to animate 

— its treatment of the poor, the elderly, the person with 
disabilities, the unborn child. 
 
Each of our lives matters.  And our journey does not end 
in the grave.  What we do has consequences for our own 
eternity and those around us.  Our lives gathered together 
as communities of faith and as a nation shape the con-
science and the future of the “city upon a hill” that John 
Winthrop imagined, and that we have inherited. 
 
We were made by God to receive love ourselves, and to 
show love to others – love anchored in the truth about the 
human person and the nature of human relationships.  
That’s our purpose.  That’s why we were created.  We’re 
here to bear each other’s burdens; to sacrifice ourselves 
for the needs of others; and to live a witness of love for 
the God who made us – not only in our personal lives, but 
in all our public actions, including every one of our social, 
economic and political choices. 
 
And if that makes us strangers in a strange land, then we 
should praise God for the privilege. 
 

The full article can be read at CatholicPhilly.com (Link) 
 

Continued on next page) 

Liberals, collaborating with the “new paganism”, are driv-
ing the Catholic Church towards a split, according to Bish-
op Athanasius Schneider, the liturgical specialist who is 
carrying on a rearguard fight against “abuses” in the 
Church.  
 
So serious are the problems, Bishop Schneider said in an 
interview last week, that this is the fourth great crisis in 
the history of the Church, comparable to the fourth-
century Arian heresy in which a large part of the Church 
hierarchy was implicated.  
 
If you have not heard of the Soviet-born bishop, you will. 
The sincere, scholarly clergyman is auxiliary bishop of the 
distant Archdiocese of St Mary in Astana, Kazakhstan. 
But this month he has received a rock star welcome from 
congregations across the country on his tour of England 
and he has embraced cyberspace to put over a trenchant, 
traditional defense of the Church. “Thanks be to God, the 
internet exists,” he said.  

Bishop Athanasius Schneider  
‘We are in the fourth great crisis of the Church’ 

Sarah Atkinson  

http://catholicphilly.com/2014/10/think-tank/homilies-speeches/strangers-in-a-strange-land/
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Bishop Schneider is particularly critical of the idea that 
these changes should be made so as to be merciful to 
those currently barred from receiving the Sacraments. 
“[This is] a kind of sophism,” he said. “This is not mercy, 
this is cruel.” 
 
He suggested this was “a false concept of mercy”, saying: 
“It is comparable to a doctor who gives a [diabetic] patient 
sugar, although he knows it will kill him.” 
 
The bishop believes there are clear parallels with great 
crises of the past, when leading clergymen were complicit 
with heresies. In the Arian heresy, he said, naming them 
on his fingers, only a handful of the hierarchy resisted. 
“We [Christians] are a minority. We are surrounded by a 
very cruel pagan world. The temptation and challenge of 
today can be compared with the first centuries.” 
 
He added: “Unfortunately there were … members of the 
clergy and even bishops who put grains of incense in 
front of the statue of the emperor or of a pagan idol or 
who delivered the books of the Holy Scripture to be 
burned. Such collaborationist Christians and clerics were 
called in those times thurificati or traditores.”  
 
And today, he maintained, we also have those who col-
laborate, our “traitors of the Faith”. 
 
Pope Francis is perceived to be at the forefront of a new 
liberal attitude coming from Rome. But Bishop Schneider 
says: “Thanks be to God, Pope Francis has not ex-
pressed himself in these ways that the mass media ex-
pect from him. He has spoken until now, in his official 
homilies, very beautiful Catholic doctrine. I hope he will 
continue to teach in a very clear manner the Catholic doc-
trine.” 
 
The bishop said he hopes “the majority of the bishops still 
have enough Catholic spirit and faith that they will reject 
the proposal and not accept this”. 
 
Nevertheless, he can foresee a split coming, leading to an 
eventual renewal of the Church on traditional lines. But, 
he believes, this will not be before the crisis has plunged 
the Church further into disarray. Eventually, he thinks, the 
“anthropocentric” [man-centered] clerical system will col-
lapse. “This liberal clerical edifice will crash down be-
cause they have no roots and no fruits,” he said. 
 
In the turmoil, Bishop Schneider, fears traditional Catho-
lics may, for a time, be persecuted or discriminated 
against, even at the behest of those who have “power in 
the exterior structures of the Church”. But he believes 
those involved with the “heresy” will “not prevail against 
the Church”. And, in hope, the bishop said: “The Supreme 
Magisterium will surely issue an unequivocal doctrinal 

 
His views are not popular with everyone, especially not 
some of his liberal colleagues, or, he says, with the main-
stream media of the secular world. But his audiences tell 
another story. 
 
Bishop Schneider is best known for arguing that Holy 
Communion should be received on the tongue while 
kneeling, which he insists is the more efficient way to fos-
ter respect for the Sacrament and to prevent abuse of the 
Sacred Hosts. The 53-year-old bishop has called also for 
clarification (a new Syllabus of Errors), aimed at the cler-
gy, to put a stop to liturgical and doctrinal freewheeling on 
a range of issues in the “spirit of Vatican II”.  
 
In his interview, Bishop Schneider said the “banal” and 
casual treatment of the Blessed Sacrament is part of a 
major crisis in the Church in which some laity and clergy, 
including some in positions of authority, are siding with 
secular society. At the heart of the problems, he believes, 
is the creeping introduction of a man-centered agenda, 
while in some churches God, in the tabernacle, really is 
materially put in a corner, while the priest takes center 
stage. Bishop Schneider argued that this situation is now 
coming to a head. “I would say, we are in the fourth great 
crisis [of the Church], in a tremendous confusion over 
doctrine and liturgy. We have already been in this for 50 
years.” 
 
How long will it last? “Perhaps God will be merciful to us 
in 20 or 30 years.” 
 
In the autumn, the synod of bishops will meet in extraordi-
nary session to discuss the family, in the light of the ques-
tionnaire which Pope Francis invited the faithful to com-
plete, giving their views on marriage and sexuality. Ex-
pectations are growing that rules will be relaxed on a 
range of sexual matters and in terms of divorced people 
receiving Communion as a sign of “mercy” from the 
Church. 
 
Such views, according to Bishop Schneider, reveal the 
depth of the problem. “I think this issue of the reception of 
Holy Communion by the remarried will blow up and show 
the real crisis in the Church. The real crisis of the Church 
is anthropocentrism and the forgetting of Christo-
centrism… 
 
“This is the deepest evil: man, or the clergy, putting them-
selves in the center when they are celebrating liturgy and 
when they change the revealed truth of God, for instance, 
concerning the Sixth Commandment and human sexuali-
ty.”  
 
Although he says talk of change is mainly coming from 
“the anti-Christian media”, he sees clergy and lay Catho-
lics “collaborating” with what he calls the new paganism. 

Crisis 
(Continued from previous page) 
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his mother and great aunt took great risks for their faith 
and on behalf of others in the community. So Bishop 
Schneider and his family were horrified at the liberal atti-
tudes and practices in the West, especially in respect of 
Holy Communion, which had been so rare and so pre-
cious to the persecuted German Catholics of the Soviet 
Union.  
 
Seemingly like the little boy in the story of the Emperor’s 
New Clothes, the bishop now feels compelled to speak 
out and he cannot understand why others do not do the 
same. “It seems that the majority of the clergy and the 
bishops are content with this modern use of Communion 
in hand… For me this is incredible. How is this possible, 
when Jesus is present in the little Hosts?” 
 
He continued: “There is the grievous fact of the loss of the 
Eucharistic fragments. And the fragments of the conse-
crated Host are crushed by feet. This is horrible! Our God, 
in our churches, is trampled by feet!” 
 
Bishop Schneider admitted that he is “very sad that I am 
feeling myself as one who is shouting in the desert”.  
 
He said: “It is time that the bishops raise their voices for 
the Eucharistic Jesus who has no voice to defend himself. 
Here is an attack on the Most Holy, an attack on the Eu-
charistic faith.” 
 
But despite his concerns, Bishop Schneider is not pessi-
mistic and believes that there is already a groundswell of 
support for traditional values that will, in time, renew the 
Church: “Little ones in the Church have been let down 
and neglected,” he said. “[But] they have kept the purity of 
their faith and they represent the true power of the Church 
in the eyes of God and not those who are in administra-
tion.  
 
“I spoke with young students in Oxford and I was so much 
impressed by these students. I was so glad to see their 
purity of faith and their convictions, and the clear Catholic 
mind. This will renew the Church. So I am confident and 
hopeful also in respect of this crisis in the Church. The 
Holy Ghost will win this crisis with this little army.” 
 
He added: “I am not worried about the future. The Church 
is Christ’s Church and He is the real head of the Church, 
the Pope is only the vicar of Christ. The soul of the 
Church is the Holy Spirit and He is powerful.”  
 
Bishop Athanasius Schneider’s book Dominus Est: It is 
the Lord! is published by Newman House Press. His work 
Corpus Christi: Holy Communion and the Renewal of the 
Church, is published by Lumen Fidei Press 
 

Sarah Atkinson writes for The Catholic Herald (Link) 
 

statement, rejecting any collaboration with the neo-pagan 
ideas.” 
 
At this point, Bishop Schneider believes, the modern thu-
rificati et traditores will leave the Church. “I can presume 
that such a separation will affect each level of Catholics: 
lay people and even not excluding the high clergy,” he 
said.  
 
Such comments are unlikely to win Bishop Schneider 
popularity in some circles, but he argues: “It is quite insig-
nificant to be popular or unpopular. For every member of 
the clergy, their first interest should be to be popular in 
the eyes of God and not in the eyes of today or of the 
powerful. Jesus said a warning: ‘Woe to you when people 
speak well of you.’” 
 
He added: “Popularity is false… Great saints of the 
Church, such as Thomas More and John Fisher, rejected 
popularity… those today who are worried about the popu-
larity of the mass media and public opinion… will be re-
membered as cowards and not as heroes of the Faith.” 
 
Bishop Schneider observes ruefully that there are many 
whose views coincide with those of the pagan world who 
“declare themselves Catholics and even faithful to the 
Pope”, while “those who are faithful to the Catholic faith or 
those who are promoting the glory of Christ in the liturgy” 
are labelled extremists. 
 
Such critics may assert that Bishop Schneider’s concern 
over Holy Communion is like worrying over the numbers 
of angels on a pinhead. But the bishop insists that treat-
ment of the Eucharist is at the very heart of the crisis. 
“The Eucharist is at the heart of the Church,” he said. 
“When the heart is weak, the whole body is weak.” 
 
He argued that receiving Communion in hand “contributes 
gradually to the loss of the Catholic faith in the Real Pres-
ence and in transubstantiation”. 
 
Bishop Schneider also rejected the idea that concern for 
the liturgy is less important than, or even separate from, 
concern for the poor. “This is erroneous. The first com-
mandment which Christ gave us was to adore God alone. 
Liturgy is not a meeting of friends. It is our first task to 
adore and glorify God in the liturgy and also in our man-
ner of life. From a true adoration and love of God grows 
love for the poor and our neighbor. It is a consequence.” 
 
The bishop’s views have been shaped by his early child-
hood, growing up as a persecuted German Catholic in the 
Soviet Union, where he even had to attend atheism les-
sons at school. His book Dominus Est discloses how the 
German Catholic community kept alive their faith despite 
severe hardship and persecution. In his own experience, 

Crisis 
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faculties have been opened in secular universities. The 
Church has assumed the direction of her activities which 
in the period of persecution were in effect banned: publi-
cations, social ministry and charity work. 
 
And all of this has taken place in the very same era which 
in the West some call post-Christian.  
 
I have had to listen many times from my Western col-
leagues about the decline of the Christian faith, of the 
decrease in the number of believers, of the fall in the 
numbers of priestly and monastic vocations, and of the 
closure of churches and monasteries.  
 
In order to be convinced that we in no way are living in a 
post-Christian era, it is sufficient to visit one of the Ortho-
dox countries in which there continues a full-scale revival 
of religious life, for example, Russia, Ukraine, Byelorus-
sia, Georgia, Rumania or Moldavia.  
 
Go and see how the faithful live in these countries, visit 
Orthodox monasteries and churches, and you will see the 
ardent piety of the people, their strong and steadfast faith 
which has not been broken by persecution. 
 
In my view our era – the era of the Church’s revival – has 
something in common with the era following the publica-
tion of the Edict of Milan.  
 

The link in time is the concept of freedom. The principle of 
freedom of conscience proclaimed in the Edict of Milan 
lies at the foundation of the new attitude of the authorities 
to its subjects. The Edict of Milan presaged sixteen centu-
ries ago that which was possible in full measure only in 
the twentieth century after hundreds of years of wars and 
discrimination. In a whole series of international docu-

The political processes at the end of the twentieth century 
in the USSR led to the collapse of the Soviet state.  
 
However, even before the Soviet Union ceased to exist in 
December 1991, a revival of religious life throughout its 
expanse had begun. It happened, it would appear, com-
pletely unexpectedly in 1988. It was in this year in the 
context of the celebration of the 1000th anniversary of the 
Baptism of Rus, planned initially as only a Church holiday, 
that there awoke in the popular consciousness that which 
we may call genetic memory, national or religious identity.  
 
Thousands and millions of people throughout the Soviet 
Union openly declared their position by taking part in the 
festivities by filling the churches and squares during the 
jubilee services. The authorities could do nothing but see 
and recognize that the Church was not a museum exhibit 
or an animal in a cage, but a spiritual force of millions of 
people capable of reviving and renewing it. 
 

From that moment on there began an unprecedented in 
its scale revival of the Church throughout the expanse of 
the former Soviet Union. At the beginning of the 1990s 
the number of those wanting to be baptized was such that 
a typical priest in a typical city or village church could bap-
tize in the course of one day hundreds of people. Every-
where churches were restored and opened.  
 

Throughout the last twenty six years in the Russian 
Church there have been restored from ruins or opened 
anew more than 26 000 churches: this means that we 
have opened and continue to open a thousand churches 
a year or three churches every day. There have been 
opened more than eight hundred monasteries, which 
have been filled with young monks and nuns.  
 

In the large cities Church secondary schools and church 
institutes of further education have appeared. Theological 

The Theology of Freedom. Christianity and Secular Power 
Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev 
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Freedom 
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This belief renders Christians free from the oppression of 
any political power and any ideology. It makes then capa-
ble of being martyrs and confessors when the Church is 
persecuted; and witnesses to the truth and heralds of the 
Kingdom of God when the Church is recognized. No other 
religion or ideology characterizes such a reverential atti-
tude towards freedom. The great Russian philosopher 
Nikolai Berdyaev said that ‘freedom, above all freedom, is 
the soul of Christian philosophy and this is what cannot 
be granted by any other abstract and rationalistic philoso-
phy’. 
 

Christian freedom does not tear us away from our fami-
lies, from our social ties or from our country. On the con-
trary, within the Christian understanding of freedom, in the 
recognition of an absolute and living connection of the 
human person with God there is embedded a moral po-
tential of great strength.  
 

Being the creation of a beneficent God, sons and daugh-
ters of the Maker, we are called upon to plow the garden 
that has been entrusted to us, thereby bringing the King-
dom of God closer to humanity. It is precisely this moral 
potential, rooted within the free human person, that the 
emperor Constantine saw in Christianity when he allowed 
this powerful positive creative energy to be released and 
act upon all of society. 
 
This very same potential of Christian freedom was re-
leased in our people after decades of ideological oppres-
sion. I am convinced that this why our nation overcame 
the colossal social and economic catastrophe of the 
1990s and found within itself the strength to raise from its 
knees, that Christian blood still flows within our people 
and that in the depths of our national consciousness the 
notion of Christian freedom has not been eradicated. 
 
In recent times we have more often been able to observe 
how in the West another type of freedom has been pro-
claimed: freedom from moral principles, from common 
human values, from responsibility for one’s actions. We 
see how this freedom is destructive and aggressive. In-
stead of respect for the feelings of other people, it preach-
es an all-is-permitted attitude, ignoring the beliefs and 
values of the majority. Instead of a genuine affirmation of 
freedom it asserts the principle of unrestrained gratifica-
tion of human passions and vices remote from moral ori-
entation. 
 
The aggressive mood of such a falsely understood free-
dom brings it closer to the totalitarianism of the era of per-
secution and godlessness of the twentieth century. 
‘Totalitarian freedom’, based on human passions, returns 
us to the times of the pagans, albeit in a more cunning 
and refined form. Before our eyes there again unfold pic-
tures familiar to us from events of the godless decades of 
our country.  

ments at the basis of the modern legal world (such as, for 
example, the International Bill of Human Rights and the 
European Convention on the Defense of Human Rights 
and Basic Freedoms) the freedom to confess one’s faith 
and live according to it – the main idea of the Edict – is 
postulated as one of the most important freedoms of the 
human person. 
 
Something similar to what happened in the Roman Em-
pire in 313 took place 26 years ago within the then Soviet 
Union. We were witnesses to how the Church in our 
country, after many trails and bloody victims, suddenly 
came out of the ghetto, rose up from her knees and be-
gan her triumphant march through the cities and villages. 
A significant part of society again discovered its Christian 
identity. 
 
And it all began when in the mid 1980s the question of 
freedom of conscience was put at the center of public dis-
cussion in the USSR. The Church played an active role in 
this discussion. Again, as 16 centuries ago, by the very 
fact of her existence in spite of the surrounding reality, the 
Church laid bare the crisis of freedom, at the same time 
laying bare the inner fragility of the former order of things. 
Within the system of values that had collapsed there was 
to be found neither the political, nor the economic, nor the 
spiritual staples capable of uniting the people. 
 
Certain events in the Church’s history cannot be ex-
plained other than as a divine miracle. Such a miracle 
was the era following the Edict of Milan in 313. No less a 
miracle happened in our country at the end of the 1980s. 
Could people, who only a few years before this risked 
their welfare for their faith, and in some instances their 
lives too, evaluate the freedom that had unexpectedly 
fallen on their heads as anything other than a divine mira-
cle? Could they have hoped that the godless ideology 
would collapse and be replaced by another worldview in 
which the Good News of the Church again will be viewed 
as one of the foundations of society and the pledge of its 
success in the future? Numerous believers, who had 
gathered at the festivities in July 1988, would be able to 
repeat the words once uttered by Eusebius of Caesarea 
on the occasion of the general church festivities that her-
alded a new era: ‘All the fear in which our tormentors had 
held us hostage has evaporated. Now the joyful and tri-
umphant days of popular festivities have come: all has 
become filled with light’. 
 
In both instances it is precisely the gift of religious free-
dom that preceded the gift of other civil liberties, viewed in 
our time as one of the main achievements of a democratic 
society. And it is not fortuitous, for it is in the Christian 
system of values that the concept of freedom acquires its 
special content. We Christians believe that the gift of life 
is a gift from God, and that human life is not under the 
power of anyone other than the Maker of the human race. 
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Freedom 
(Continued from previous page) 

 
Nevertheless, Christianity in its very essence cannot re-
nounce its claim to truth – that is her eschatological na-
ture, to seek out the City of the age to come. The King-
dom of God, as preached by the Church, fills the contem-
porary secular state with fear and is a threat to the king-
dom of men that cannot bear competition.  
 
And no matter what researchers say about Church-state 
relations in Byzantium and Rus, at her very heart the 
Church has remained free, irrespective of the external 
political circumstance.  
 
The freedom to confess Christ as Lord and live according 
to his commandments will remain constant in the life of 
the Church and the life of every Christian until the mo-
ment when ‘the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up’ (2 Pet. 3: 10). 
 
I would like to wish you all, and in your person the future 
generation of Western Christians, to preserve the spirit of 
the Christian freedom which considers as vanity all that 
which does not incline its head before the living God and 
the Savior of the world Jesus Christ.  
 
In preserving this freedom, do not be afraid of creativity, 
do not be afraid of the risk of creativity. For God calls us 
to be his co-workers in this world and co-workmanship 
cannot but be creativity in the loftiest sense of this word. 
 
And there is another wish which I would like to convey to 
you all: in bringing into the world the word of Christ, let us 
not forget that the best testimony always has been and 
always will be the example of our own lives.  
 
Our creative work begins in our souls, in our families, par-
ishes and monastic communities, in Church schools and 
secular universities.  
 
Then the power of our testimony will touch all of society 
and each of its members.  
 
Then we will be able to thank God with lives that have 
been worthily lived for the precious gift of freedom which 
he has given to us Christians and which no one has the 
right to take away. 
  

 Presentation by Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk, 
Chairman of the Department of External Church Rela-

tions, at the Opening of the Academic Year at the Pontifi-
cal Theological Faculty of Southern Italy, 17 October 

2014. 
 

The speech of Metropolitan Hilarion was provided by  
Dr Robert Moynihan, Inside the Vatican. 

 

 
Militant atheism, often in the most monstrous and gro-
tesque forms, has again reared its head and boldly made 
itself known on the expanses of Europe.  
 
Moral relativism and the all-is-permitted attitude are 
raised up as the basic principle of life. And now we al-
ready see how buses with the signs ‘There is no God – 
enjoy life!’ or ‘Your are gay – be proud of it!’ are traveling 
around London.  
 
We hear of how in Paris proponents of traditional family 
values, who do not wish to have children to be adopted by 
same-gender couples, are dispersed with batons and tear 
gas. 
 
We have become witnesses of how on the ambo of Mos-
cow’s main church there appeared blasphemers who 
through their actions received the approval of a certain 
section of society, and how an analogous action took 
place in Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. 
 
Secularization under the guise of democracy has in reality 
released in the European super-state, which is the cultur-
al heir of the Roman Empire, a colossal energy of subju-
gation to authority.  
 
This burning energy today aims to break completely with 
Christianity which has restrained its totalitarian impulses 
for 17 centuries.  
 
As a result this energy unconsciously strives towards the 
establishment of an absolute dictatorship which will de-
mand the establishment of complete control over every 
member of society. Is this not where we are heading for 
‘in the interests of security’ in agreeing to the obligatory 
introduction of electronic passports, of universal finger-
printing and the ubiquitous presence of closed-circuit tele-
vision cameras? After all, this can be used for other pur-
poses which can also be ascribed to ‘strengthening secu-
rity measures’. 
 
That which is happening today in the West is the gradual 
restoration of the Pax Romana, of global international he-
gemony.  
 
Along with this, if Roman power at certain periods was 
indifferent towards immorality, then today that immorality 
is being proclaimed as the norm. The modern-day demo-
cratic state is even viewed by some as the role of guaran-
tor of the legal status of immorality, for it protects citizens 
from the encroachments of ‘religious sanctimoniousness’. 
The role of religion, as in Rome, is seen in an exclusively 
utilitarian light – it is the servant of the state without any 
claims to truth, the ‘personal affair of each individual’. And 
yet the state must be recognized unconditionally and we 
must obey its laws, including those that undermine its 
foundations. 
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A Declaration of Dependence 
Fulton Sheen 

In these days when everyone talks of rights and few of 
duties, it is important for us Americans to recall the Decla-
ration of Independence is also a Declaration of Depend-
ence. The Declaration of Independence asserts a double 
dependence on law as derived from God. 
 
Where do we get our right of free speech? Where do we 
get freedom of conscience? Whence is derived the right 
to own property? Do we get these rights and liberties from 
the State? If we did, the State could take them away. Do 
we get them from the Federal Government in Washing-
ton? If we did, the Federal Government could take them 
away. Whence comes the right to life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness? 
 
Read the Declaration of Independence and there fine the 
answer: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”  Notice 
these words: The Creator has endowed men with rights 
and liberties; men got them from God! In other words, that 
initial dependence is the foundation of our independence. 
 
Suppose we interpret independence, as some liberal ju-
rists do, as independence of God;’ then rights and liber-
ties come either from the State, as Bolshevism contends,  
or from the dictators, as Nazism and Fascism believe.  

But if the State of the Dictator is the creator of rights, then 
the Sate of the Dictator can dispossess men of their 
rights. That is why in those countries where God is most 
denied, man is most tyrannized, and were religion is most 
persecuted, man is most enslaved. It is only because we 
are dependent on God that we are independent as per-
sons from the total will of any man on earth. 
 
Let us not think that by denying God we have purchased 
independence. The pendulum of the clock that wanted to 
be free from its point of suspension, found out that on 
becoming independent of its suspension, is was no long-
er free to swing. The Communists and the Nazis and the 
Fascists who denied God as the source of their freedom 
got in the end the inglorious freedom of State prisoners. 
 
Democracy is based not on the Divine Right of kings but 
on the Divine Right of Persons. Each person has a value 
because God made him, not because the State recogniz-
es him. The day we adopt in our democracy the already 
widespread ideas of some American jurists that right and 
justice depend on convention and the spirit of the times, 
we shall write the death warrant of our independence.  
When we deny God as the foundation of our rights, we 
shall no longer have rights. 
 

A Declaration of Dependence, Fulton Sheen (1941) 
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Additional Resources 
 
Pope Francis 
 

 Encyclical Lumen Fidei (Link) 

 The Holy See (Link) 

 Vatican Radio (Link) 

 Vatican Information Service (Link) 

 L’Osservatore Romano (Link) 

 Fides News Agency (Link) 

 CDF on Communion for Divorced-Remarried (Link) 
 

Western Province  

 Preaching Blog (Link) 

 Student Blog (Link) 

 Novice Blog (Link) 
 

 The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link) 
 

- Dominican Supplies 

 Orders for Dominican supplies—Bob Curtis 

 http://www.dominicus-shop.com 

 

The newest Dominican priest of the Province: Fr Corwin 
Low, OP, and soon-to-be ordained a priest Br Christopher 
Iwancio, OFM.Cap. 

The Risen Lord gave this task to his Apostles, and 
through them disciples of every time, to carry his Word to 
the ends of the earth and to make all men his disciples. 
The Second Vatican Council, reprising in the Decree “Ad 
Gentes” a constant tradition, has illuminated the profound 
rationale for this missionary effort and has called upon 
the Church of today to take on this task with renewed 
strength. 
 
But is this still possible? Many ask this question, both 
inside and outside the Church. Is this mission really pos-
sible in the world as it is today? Would it not be more ap-
propriate that all religions get together and work together 
for the cause of peace in the world? The counter-
question is: Can dialogue substitute for mission? Today 
many have the idea, in effect, that religions should re-
spect each other, and, in dialogue with each other, be-
come a common force for peace. In this way of thinking, 
most times there is a presupposition that the various reli-
gions are variants of one and the same reality; that 
“religion” is a category common to all, which assumes 
different forms according to different cultures, but ex-
presses, however, one and the same reality. The ques-
tion of truth, which at the beginning of Christianity moved 
Christians more than anything else, in this mode of think-
ing is placed within parentheses. It presupposes that the 
authentic truth about God, in the last analysis, is unob-
tainable, and that at best one can make present what is 
ineffable only with a variety of symbols. This renunciation 
of truth seems convincing and useful for peace among 
the religions of the world. 
 
This is, however, lethal to faith. In fact, faith loses its 
binding character and seriousness, if everything is re-
duced to symbols that are at the end interchangeable, 
capable of referring only from afar to the inaccessible 
mystery of the divine. 
 

Message of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
for the naming of the reformed Aula Magna 

of the Pontifical Urbaniana University 
October 21, 2014  (Link) 

hhttp://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/phome_en.htm
http://en.radiovaticana.va/index.asp
http://www.news.va/en/source/vatican-information-service
http://www.news.va/en/source/osservatore-romano
http://www.news.va/en/source/fides
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/prefect-of-congregation-for-the-doctrine-of-the-faith-on-communion-for-divorced-remarried
http://www.opwest.org/index.php/homilies
http://students.opwest.org/blog/
http://novices.opwest.org/wordpress/
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2014/10/first-major-text-of-pope-benedict-xvi.html#more


 

Truth Be Told 37                                              Page 18                                                  Nov-Dec 2014 

 

Before my face the picture hangs 
  That daily should me put in mind 
Of those cold names and bitter pangs 
  That shortly I am like to find: 
But yet, alas! full little I 
Do think hereon that I must die. 
 

I often look upon a face, 
  Most ugly, grisly, bare and thin; 
I often view the hollow place 
  Where eyes and nose had sometime been; 
I see the bones across that lie, 
Yet little think that I must die. 
 

My ancestors are turned to clay, 
  And many of my mates are gone; 
My youngers daily drop away, 
  And can I think to scape alone? 
No, no, I know that I must die, 
And yet my life amend not I. 
 

If none can ‘scape Death s dreadful dart, 
  If rich and poor his beck .obey; 
If strong, if wise, if all do smart, 
  Then I to ‘scape shall have no way. 
Oh! grant me grace, O God, that I 
My life may mend, since I must die. 

Upon the Image of Death 
Ven Robert Southwell, SJ 1595 

– It’s an enormous chal-
lenge to maintain pristine 
doctrinal purity while at 
the same time respond 
to the experiential, per-
sonal, and difficult needs 
of married couples and 
families. Behind every 
arcane discussion of 
gradualism and natural 
law there are parents 
and children awaiting 
God’s grace. 

 
— In trying to accommodate the needs of the age, as 
Pope Francis suggests, the Church risks the danger of 
losing its courageous, counter-cultural, prophetic voice, a 
voice that the world needs to hear. 
 
— The concept of having a representative body of the 
Church voting on doctrinal applications and pastoral so-
lutions strikes me as being rather Protestant. 
 
— In addressing contemporary issues of marriage and 
the family, the path forward will probably be found some-
where between the positions of Fr. Z and the National 
Catholic Reporter. 
 
— Have we learned that it’s probably not a good idea to 
publish half-baked minutes of candid discussions about 
sensitive topics, especially when we know that the secu-
lar media will hijack the preliminary discussions for their 
own agendas? 
 
— I wonder what the Second Vatican Council would 
have looked like and what it would have produced if the 
social media had existed at that time. 
 
— Pope Francis encouraged fearless and candid discus-
sion and transparency during the Synod. I wonder if the 
American Bishops will adopt the same protocol during 
their meeting next month in Baltimore. 
 
— Wherever he serves, Cardinal Burke will be a princi-
pled, articulate and fearless spokesman for the teachings 
of the Church. 
 
— Pope Francis is fond of “creating a mess.” Mission 
accomplished. 
 
— Relax. God’s still in charge. 
 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence (Link) 

Random Thoughts About the  
Synod on the Family 

Bishop Thomas J Tobin 

http://www.diocesepvd.org/from-bishop-tobin-random-thoughts-about-the-synod-on-the-family/
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Mystery 
(Continued from previous page) 

How do we talk about homosexuality? Christians are 
caught on the horns of a dilemma: if we do talk about ho-
mosexuality we are told that we’re sex-obsessed and ir-
relevant; but if we don’t talk about it at all, the sex-
obsessed culture takes silence as approval–consider the 
59 percent of American Catholics who support same-sex 
marriage. So how do we escape the horns of the dilem-
ma? A filmmaker working with Courage has proposed a 
stunning new answer: it’s called Desire of the Everlasting 
Hills. 
 
The basic drama of this sixty-four-minute documentary is 
simple: three people with same-sex attraction talk about 
their lives, the choices they’ve made, the paths they’ve 
wandered, and the desire that brought them to God. Dan, 
Rilene, and Paul spend much of the film speaking directly 
to the camera, simply telling their stories. They don’t theo-
rize, generalize, or abstract. They just reveal themselves, 
the mystery of who they are, the life they live, what God 
has done in them. Rilene sums up her intent for the film in 
her first speech: 
 
 
For me, this is my journey. Nobody else is going to have 
the identical experience. And so you can choose to be-
lieve or not to believe that my experiences are true and 
valid. That’s okay. I just ask you to keep an open mind 
and consider that it might be possible that this is a genu-
ine, authentic experience, and that it’s possible for more 
than just me. 
 
That disarming humility resonates throughout the film, as 
the three narratives course and eddy through the events 
that have defined their lives. This film is not an ideological 
tool or a political vehicle; it is a true work of art, taking up 
the challenging proposal from Benedict XVI that opens 
the film: “Look at the face of the other… discover that he 
has a soul, a history, a life, that he is a person, and that 
God loves this person.” 
 
So what happens when we look at three individuals who 

have lived openly as homosexuals, who still experience 

same-sex attraction, and who have left everything to fol-

low Christ? We get what Pope Francis called for in his 
interview last year for various Jesuit magazines: “When 

we speak about these issues, we have to talk about them 

in a context.” We get the whole context, the pain, the joy, 

the loss, the friendship, the yearning, the desire: we get 
the person. And we see how God loves him. 

 

Erik Van Noorden, the director, did a superb job selecting 

his interviewees. Dan, Rilene, and Paul are each lovable, 
personable, and powerful storytellers, comfortable and 

emotional in front of the camera as if seated before a 

close friend. Beyond that, each lived a very different kind 

of life, sexual and otherwise: Paul lived in high glamor as 
an international male model, cruising through New York, 

San Francisco, and all over the world in the ’70s and ’80s; 

Rilene discovered her attractions somewhat gradually and 

lived monogamously with a woman for twenty-five years; 
and Dan struggled to hide his desires with pornography 

and the Internet, eventually finding a year-long relation-

ship with a man, followed by a slightly longer relationship 

with a woman. By hearing all three voices simultaneously, 
we hear a polyphonic perspective on the complex reality 

of same-sex attraction, unified in its most exalted and 

desolate moments by the same low thrum: a half-heard 

longing for something more. 
 

In the end, Desire of the Everlasting Hills is not really a 

film about homosexuality–the word itself only appears 

once, as far as I remember. It is a film about desire. About 
discovering that the opposite of love is not hatred, but 

loneliness. About discovering that the way out of lust is 

not indulgence or frigidity, but chastity. About discovering 
that man is his own worst slavedriver. About discovering 

freedom in the desire for God. Dan puts it best in his last 

comment: 

 
 

We’re made for better stuff than what we settle for. I real-

ized my whole life I’ve settled. I don’t want to settle any-

more. And even if that means living a life that’s single, I 
can do that. I don’t want to go back. But I wouldn’t rewrite 

the past either. 

 

So how do we talk about homosexuality? I think it might 
look something like this film. We talk without fear, without 

anger, without reproach. We speak of courage, of love, of 

happiness, of companionship, of loneliness, of sorrow, of 

desire. We speak as a person, to a person. And we never 
lose hope that, however late we have loved him, Christ is 

the Beauty ever ancient, ever new. 

 
Br Gabriel Torretta OP, a student of the Province of St 

Joseph, writes for Dominicana (link) 

How to Talk about Homosexuality 
Br Gabriel Torretta, OP 

http://www.dominicanablog.com/2014/08/06/how-to-talk-about-homosexuality/
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Introduction 
 
It is a joy to praise a great book or author; it is a grief and 
duty to criticize a bad one. But it is especially difficult to 
criticize someone who has many talents, whose work has 
positive sides, but which also suffers from certain faults, 
calling for correction. Such is the case with Christopher 
West, with his popular presentation of John Paul II’s 
“Theology of the Body.” 
 
As gifted as he is—and as much as I appreciate all the 
good he has done for the Church—West’s work continues 
to fall short in many respects. He has sometimes misun-
derstood the authentic Catholic tradition; overlooked or 
disregarded essential aspects of it; and promoted a new 
form of religious “enthusiasm” which can best be de-
scribed as wayward. Monsignor Ronald Knox, who cri-
tiqued this attitude so well in his book Enthusiasm, was a 
prophet, recognizing such outbursts as recurring phenom-
ena in the history of the Church, characteristic of easily 
misguided movements for which we should always be on 
the watch. 
 
Key to my concerns is West’s hyper-sexualized approach 
to the Theology of the Body. The French have a wonder-
ful word to capture the veiling of one’s intimate feelings, 
out of a proper sense of shame—pudeur, a “holy bashful-
ness,” so to speak. Seized as he is by what he regards as 
his calling to evangelize a new generation with this theol-
ogy in “modern” ways they can supposedly better under-
stand, West practically ignores the importance of  pudeur, 
and, by his imprudence, winds up undermining his own 
message. 
 
In light of the controversy surrounding West’s work, which 
has affected millions via his books, DVDs, videos and 
conferences, I would like to contrast his views with those 
of my late husband, Dietrich von Hildebrand, whose work 
regarding Catholic teaching on human sexuality avoids 
the hazards and traps too often found in West’s work. My 
goal is to alert parents and educators alike to common 
philosophical errors that have  gravely negative conse-
quences in Christopher West’s lectures and publications. 
 
 
Part 1:  The Nature of the Intimate Sphere 
 
1. Dietrich von Hildebrand and the Intimate Sphere 
 
In 1927, thirteen years after his conversion to Catholi-
cism, Dietrich von Hildebrand published a book of key 
importance, Reinheit und Jungfraulichkeit (In Defense of 
Purity). Through unmerited graces—coming, as he did, 
from a non-religious background—on a purely natural lev-

el, Dietrich had always “felt” that the intimate sphere was 
essentially linked to love, and so to approach it as “fun” 
was a desecration. But the moment he entered the 
Blessed Ark, the Holy Catholic Church, his approach to 
this sphere was “baptized:” He now viewed sex through 
the eyes of a believer, perceiving its profound relationship 
with God.  
 
Prior to his conversion, Dietrich did not “see” that artificial 
birth control was a matter of serious moral gravity. But 
once he became a Catholic, he gratefully perceived what 
he had always “felt”—namely, that  sex within marriage 
had to be completed and perfected according to Heaven’s 
design, which meant being open to the creation of human 
life at all times. Dietrich, as a Catholic, now understood 
that in the marital embrace, when the husband gives his 
wife the precious semen that God has placed in his body, 
he  starts a causal chain that can lead to pregnancy: the 
spouses are collaborating with their Creator, in order to 
bring a new life into existence. This is a privilege not even 
granted to the angels; the importance and beauty of 
which needed to be recognized. Between “procreation” 
and “copulation,” Dietrich saw an abyss separating per-
sons incarnated into a body, and animals. The human 
body, as the utterly unique creation of God, was—and still 
is—called upon to have the “Heavenly seal” of person-
hood in every single bodily activity. This is why St. Paul 
writes, “whether you eat or drink, glorify God” (1 Corinthi-
ans 10: 31-32). 
 
The insights Dietrich garnered, prior to his conversion, 
were now elevated to a supernatural level, opening his 
eyes to the Church’s teachings on chastity --marital and 
non-marital-- and the beauty of virginity. 
 
2. The Intimate Sphere and Original Sin 
 
Because the intimate sphere differs radically from other 
bodily instincts, it was bound to be deeply affected by 
Original Sin.  Corruptio optimi, pessima. The ugly harvest 
of sins committed in this sphere is large.  We need not go 
into details, but no one can deny that it is a domain in 
which the Devil (the master of ceremonies) has had a 
field day since the onset of Original Sin, and still does. 
Dorothy Day, who admired my husband’s work, wrote 
about her own reaction to the work of Havelock Ellis, a 
popular “sexologist” of the day: 
 
“One might also say that an ugly tide rose in me, a poi-
sonous tide, a blackness of evil, at reading there so many 
things that certainly do not need to be known by other 
than doctor or priest, by those who are schooled to bear it 
and trained to help in relation to it. Dr. von Hildebrand 

Dietrich von Hildebrand, Catholic Philosopher, and Christopher West, Modern 
Enthusiast: Two Very Different Approaches to Love, Marriage and Sex (Part I) 

Alice von Hildebrand 
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In the matter of reforming things, as distinct from deform-
ing them, there is one plain and simple principle; a princi-
ple which will probably be called a paradox. There exists 
in such a case a certain institution or law; let us say, for 
the sake of simplicity, a fence or gate erected across a 
road. The more modern type of reformer goes gaily up to 
it and says, ‘I don’t see the use of this; let us clear it 
away.’ To which the more intelligent type of reformer will 
do well to answer: ‘If you don’t see the use of it, I certain-
ly won’t let you clear it away. Go away and think. Then, 
when you can come back and tell me that you do see the 
use of it, I may allow you to destroy it.’ 
 

G.K. Chesterton, The Thing 
(Continued on next page) 

writes about the poisonous fascination of sex, its deadly 
allure in the abstract. I felt it then in its most hideous form, 
and there was no beauty in it, no love, but it was like the 
uncoiling of a dank and ugly serpent in my breast. These 
may be extreme ways of expressing myself, but I am sure 
that at times there has been this consciousness of evil in 
us all. Evil as a negation, as an absence of God, as a 
blackness, a glimpse of Hell ‘where everlasting horror 
dwelleth, and no order is.’” 
 
Day, a great convert,  goes on to favorably quote a young 
mother who laments how so many “are easily betrayed by 
that ‘poisonous fascination’ of which Dr. von Hildebrand 
speaks. They begin the descent to the Dark Angel, 
through the mysticism of Evil, only half knowing what they 
are doing” (Dorothy Day, On Pilgrimage, Eerdman’s, 
1999, pp. 129-134). 
 
When Christ through the Apostles and His holy Bride, the 
Church, slowly conquered the Western world, one crucial 
task was to make Christians aware of the unique charac-
ter of this sphere: its dignity and its dangers. Plato had 
already warned us that pleasure is an enemy that is not 
easy to conquer: one of the main aims of education, he 
wrote, is to teach a child to achieve victory over pleasure.  
 
Pleasure in itself is not evil; it is the Creator himself who 
has linked pleasure to certain bodily activities. But the 
great task of a truly Christian education is to baptize 
pleasure, to receive it gratefully as a  gift, and not to claim 
it as a right. There are legitimate pleasures, calling for 
gratitude, but also illegitimate ones: gluttony and drunken-
ness, and alas, inherently perverse ones. 
 
The Church, as a loving Mother, has the mission of re-
minding Her children, wounded by Original Sin, that the 
intimate sphere has to be approached with reverence. 
Dietrich von Hildebrand’s In Defense of Purity makes the 
point that God, and not a boundless search for “pleasure,” 
should always be king of the bedroom. 
 

As Day noted, Dietrich stressed that this private sphere, 
though blessed by God when properly entered, is fraught 
with dangers. It can be inebriating, befuddling, and totally 
anesthetize man’s spiritual and moral faculties. Man easi-
ly becomes prey to his feelings. The Bible is rich in such 
examples. Clearly, King David—a man after God’s own 
heart (1 Samuel 13:14)—totally lost control of himself 
when he saw Bathsheba who was very beautiful.  He was 
defeated by her attraction, and committed adultery, fol-
lowed by murder. Because of an unchecked desire for 
“pleasure,” one of the greatest sons of Israel committed 
an abominable crime. Thanks to Nathan, however, he 
repented. 
 
King David’s sins underscore how sexual desire can de-
generate into what Dietrich calls “diabolical” temptations.  
Some of the most atrocious perversions occur when the 
Devil takes over completely.  And one should never 
downplay, or minimize, the gravity of these evils. It is 
plainly false to claim that such abuses are “tragic,” rather 
than “filthy.” 
 
3. The Intimate Sphere and Reverence 
 
These are certain truths of which  Dietrich von Hildebrand 
never lost sight of. Throughout all his Catholic writings, he 
insists upon humility and reverence: humility because no-
body, except the Blessed One among women, Mary, is 
safe; and reverence because of the depth and mystery of 
this sacred domain—a domain Dietrich always believed 
called for veiling. 
 
Fed on great Catholic literature from the time of his con-
version, he also knew that this sphere should be baptized. 
This is why the Catholic Church (with the Orthodox) 
makes marriage one of the seven sacraments. 
 
While distortions can be found in the history of Catholic 
understanding of sexuality, they should be recognized as 
just that—distortions, which are not representative of the 
core. It is simply false to claim that the Church has, until 
recently, been blind to the deep meaning and beauty of 
sex as God intended it: we need only turn to St. Francis 
de Sales to see how profoundly he understood the mean-
ing that God gave to this sphere. He writes: “It is honora-
ble to all, in all, and in everything, that is, in all its 
parts” (Introduction to the Devout Life, Part III, Chapter 
38).   It is simply not true to claim that, until recently, the 
beauty and meaning of this sphere had been totally ob-
scured by Puritanism and Manichaeism. Many from my 
generation can testify—against those who misrepresent it 
today—that the education we received did not, on the 
whole (there are always exceptions) present sex as 
“dirty”. 
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What was communicated, with delicacy, was a sense of 
“mystery” for something great, that had to be approached 
with deep reverence, and which, when abused, led to 
very serious offenses against  God. 
 
My general criticism of Christopher West is that he does 
not seem to grasp the delicacy, reverence, privacy, and 
sacredness of the sexual sphere. He also underestimates 
the effects of Original Sin on the human condition. 
 
4. Tua Culpa, or  Mea Culpa? 
 
One of the many dangers threatening us today is the 
widespread tendency to put the blame on others. Christo-
pher West resorts to this strategy in his book, Good News 
About Sex and Marriage, when he writes: 
 
“I myself am frustrated by the fact that I didn’t learn about 
the richness and sensibleness of the Church’s teaching 
when I was growing up, despite twelve years of Catholic 
education. For the most part, the message was simply, 
‘Don’t do it.’ So what did I do? The exact opposite, of 
course. 
 
“Had I been taught how wonderful and beautiful the Cath-
olic vision of sex and marriage actually is, perhaps I 
would have thought it something worth holding out for. 
Perhaps I would have been spared the pain I inflicted on 
myself and others.” (Good News About Sex and Marriage, 
revised edition, p. 69) 
 
Here, West falls into a contemporary trap. The tua culpa 
[you are at fault] has replaced the mea culpa [I am at 
fault].   To assume that those who fall into sexual sin nec-
essarily would have led a pure life, had one’s parents or 
teachers been more “open” in their approach to the inti-
mate sphere, is pure illusion.  
 
Another mistake West makes is to assume that pornogra-
phy is an understandable—if sinful and misguided—effort 
to quench the sexual impulse: “God gave us that desire,” 
he told an interviewer. “When we go to pornography to 
satisfy that desire, its like eating junk food. It’s not going 
to satisfy the legitimate hunger and need of the human 
heart.” (Legatus Magazine, March 2010). But here, West 
ignores an obvious fact, all too prevalent throughout hu-
man history: many people like “junk food”—in this case, 
pornography and illicit sex (this is why brothels will never 
go out of business)—and often prefer it, even when a 
healthy alternative—in this case, authentic Catholic teach-
ing—is presented to them. That is because Catholic or-
thodoxy-as enriching as it is, and even within the context 
of a loving, sacramental marriage—entails sacrifice and 
self-control, rather than the “hunger” of self-indulgence.  
 

The Old Testament has a great deal to teach us about 
this: the Israelites were constantly given gifts from Heav-
en—most famously, the “Manna,” for which they did not 
have to work, God having generously removed the bur-
den of their sins (“thou shalt earn thy bread with the sweat 
of thy brow”). This divine gift enabled them to survive the 
Exodus—and yet, even though that Manna was more 
than enough to sustain them, it didn’t cater to their selfish 
“hunger”; so many abandoned God’s law and went back 
to the ‘“junk food” of their time—the flesh pots of Egypt.  
Thus, the Scripture teaches:  God shows us the way, and 
offers us proper food, and yet people willfully reject the 
Lord’s gifts and laws, using the excuse that they are 
“hungry” for more. “Had I had the proper food, I would not 
have fed myself on junk food,” says the individual looking 
to avoid personal responsibility. Alas, junk food can be 
very attractive because it “flatters” our palate. But, in fact, 
pornography is not just unhealthy food. It is veritable poi-
son, for it corrupts the mind and heart. 
 
5.  “Happy Talk” and Asceticism 
 
It must be recognized: “happy talk” about sex and sexuali-
ty, even if it is wrapped in religious language, cannot com-
municate the full truth about God’s plan for human sexual-
ity unless it includes the difficulties of living out an elevat-
ed moral life. 
 
Sex enthusiasts in the Church like West often speak 
about the “raging hormones” many feel growing up, but 
the solution they propose to cure it—stimulate people 
even more, with a hyper-sexualized presentation of Cath-
olic teaching—can easily aggravate the situation. Moreo-
ver, they consistently ignore the one successful remedy 
the Church has always called upon to address this mala-
dy: asceticism, the spirit of renunciation and sacrifice. It is 
crucial to a healthy moral and spiritual life; it is a way of 
collaborating with God’s grace, to “achieve victory over 
pleasure,” as the pre-Christian Plato wisely said. 
 
Why does St. Paul  teach us, “And they that are Christ’s, 
have crucified the flesh with the passions and 
lusts” (Galatians 5: 24)? Why did St. Benedict throw him-
self into a thorny bush? Why did St. Francis engage in 
self-mortification? Because, following Scripture, they be-
lieved that disciplining their bodily desires, was indispen-
sable to overcoming temptation. 
 
If such measures are considered unnecessary and too 
“extreme” today,  other forms of asceticism—an intense 
prayer life, frequent confession, modesty in dress and 
language, and avoiding all possible occasions of sin-- 
should not be considered so. One does not have to be a 
puritan or kill-joy to know that Christopher West’s infatua-
tion with pop culture and rock and roll is a long way from 
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the austere spirit of the New Testament. Grace is what is 
needed to be pure; the saints teach us the way. 
 
Asceticism, under proper guidance, which respects the 
integrity of the body, should never be dismissed as 
“masochistic,” psychologically damaging, or treated as a 
form of Freudian “repression,”-- least of all by Catholics.  
For it is Catholics who are called to a higher state of life; 
and it is sheer illusion to believe that moral perfection can 
be pursued without this purifying discipline. 
 
Part 2:  Speaking of the Intimate Sphere 
 
That the intimate sphere should be treated with reverence 
necessarily affects the way we speak about it, and this 
concerns educators, in a particular way, since they must 
adapt their speech to the needs of their hearers.  How is 
one to address individuals who have been so influenced 
by the vulgarity of our age? How can one teach them to 
view love and sexuality in an exalted and reverent way? 
 
1. The Risk of Vulgarizing the Holy 
 
We live in a thoroughly secularized and de-Christianized 
culture (what my husband would have described as an 
“anti-culture”). For this reason, “spiritual sensitivity” is  
deficient in most of us. A few examples come to mind: 
 
When a parish priest refers to God from the pulpit as “the 
nice guy upstairs,” many people consider this to be a fun 
way of referring to God: it is chummy; it makes them feel 
comfortable; it is a “democratic approach.”  St. Teresa of 
Jesus would shed tears. She always refers to God as Su 
Majesdad, for indeed He is King. 
 
When another parish priest, preparing grammar school 
children for their first confession, referred to this awesome 
sacrament as a “fun experience,” I felt like crying. This 
awesome moment, when the soul turns to God for for-
giveness, is stripped of its supernatural character and 
presented as “amusing”. It is a modern desecration. Yet, 
many people in the pews, who have no perception of 
these profound spiritual evils, would feel awed if they had 
the secular “honor” of being invited to the White House by 
President Obama. 
 
This is the reason, I believe, the sacredness of sex is so 
often addressed by using a vocabulary which makes it 
impossible to have the reverence called for.  This is why 
people feel perfectly comfortable discussing personal and 
intimate matters in public-- matters, which, by their very 
nature, call for tremendous discretion. 
 
An analogy comes to mind: Because of my deep love for 
classical music, I have been in contact with great musi-
cians. What I discovered is that they have such an ex-

quisite sensitivity to sounds that they perceive the slight-
est “disharmony” which escapes most of us.  Am I wrong 
in fearing that “modern man,” deafened by sounds, poi-
soned by evil images and pictures, can no longer register 
cacophonic sounds which harm the sensitive enamel of 
their souls? This is why I often hear people say: “I do not 
see why this is shocking.  I do not see why this is wrong.  
I do not see why others call this coarse.” 
 
As a veteran in the classroom, these are remarks that I 
heard  ad nauseam. That a person does not “see” an ob-
ject referred to does not mean that there is nothing to be 
seen.  There are cases of hallucinations. But much more 
frequently people are morally and spiritually near-sighted 
and this explains why they can say “honestly” that they do 
not see. 
 
Years ago, Dietrich von Hildebrand gave a beautiful talk 
on the words of the blind man of Jericho saying to Christ: 
That I may see.  The saints perceive.  Most of us do not 
see, for we are more or less blind and desperately need 
correcting glasses.  These glasses are provided by humil-
ity—an awareness that we need help.  
 
“Holy Sex”?  
 
Christopher West’s presentations consistently use lan-
guage that lacks sensitivity, thereby obscuring the good 
inherent in marriage and the marital embrace 
 
A particular example of this vulgarization, and its relation-
ship to the work of Christopher West, is West’s glowing 
review of Gregory Popcak’s book Holy Sex (a tempting 
title).  
 
I have read hundreds of book reviews in my life, and can-
not ever recall having come across a recommendation 
quite like this one, with such overabundant, unrestrained 
praise. “Every engaged and married couple on the planet 
should have a copy,” writes West about Holy Sex. He 
continues: 
 
“Popcak goes right between the sheets, shall we say, 
providing a very frank, honest, and practical discussion of 
the sexual joys and challenges of the marital bed. I must 
admit, even I, on occasion, found myself taken aback by 
Popcak’s forthrightness. ... Even if his boldness is occa-
sionally jarring, that’s precisely what’s so refreshing about 
this book. It tells it like it is and, by doing so, gives cou-
ples permission to face and discuss delicate issues. More 
importantly, Holy Sex gives couples tools to overcome the 
many difficulties they inevitably face on the road to a truly 
holy sex life.” (From, West’s column, “Dr. Ruth Meets 
Thomas Aquinas,” posted on his website, Christopher-
West.com). 
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Readers are left to wonder that they should feel sorry for 
married people who, because of their age, had no access 
to such a treasure when they were young. The question 
comes up: What about the holy and very happy marriages 
that have been among the blessings of the Catholic 
Church through the ages? What about the very happy 
marriage of St. Elizabeth of Hungary? How did all these 
Catholic couples experience such love, and achieve such 
content, deprived as they were of such modern “classics” 
as  Popcak’s  book on sex? 
 
I have no doubt what my husband would say about all 
this: he would not have “joined the party,” but rather, re-
served glowing praise for genuine Catholic classics, like 
St. Augustine’s Confessions and St. Francis de Sales’ 
Introduction to the Devout Life. 
 
Having acquainted myself (reluctantly) with Popcak’s Holy 
Sex, I do not believe it merits the extravagant praise West 
grants it.  I do know that my husband would never write 
such a review. For one thing, he would have strongly ob-
jected to the book’s graphic, explicit nature, which West 
mistakenly sees as “boldness” rather than vulgarity. For 
another, Dietrich would have vigorously opposed Pop-
cak’s so-called “one rule”--that married couples “may do 
whatever they wish,” as long as they don’t use contracep-
tion, “both feel loved and respected,” and the marital act 
culminates within the woman. (p. 193). As another review-
er commented , this reduces marital love to a lowest com-
mon denominator, where “everything else can be left to 
the judgment of each couple. A variety of sexual posi-
tions, oral sex, sexual toys, and role playing are all judged 
permissible as long as couples follow the ‘one 
rule.’” (Catholicbookreviews.org, 2008) 
 
These ideas would have struck Dietrich von Hildebrand 
as abhorrent. It is precisely because the marital bed is 
sacred that one should approach acts within it with enor-
mous reverence.  Degrading and perverse sexual behav-
ior-- even it is it done by a married couple, who do not 
practice contraception-- should be condemned, as an as-
sault on human dignity.  The “pornification” of marriage 
should be resisted as vigorously as the pornification of 
our culture. 
 
I cannot describe what Dietrich thought of pornography: 
the very word triggered an expression of horror on his 
noble face. The same thing is true of sodomy.  He had 
such a sense for the dignity of human persons that any 
posture, which sins against this dignity, was repulsive to 
him. It is in this context, that we should judge Popcak’s 
shocking suggestion (p. 248) that “as Christopher West 
has noted in his book, Good News About Sex and Mar-
riage, there is nothing technically forbidding a couple from 
engaging” in sodomy (provided the husband culminates 
the normal sex act within his wife); and that, while he dis-

courages the practice of marital sodomy, “nevertheless, 
following Augustine’s dictum and in the absence of great-
er clarification from the Church, couples are free to exer-
cise prudential judgment” in this regard. 
 
That a Catholic author would cite “Augustine’s dic-
tum” (presumably the much-misinterpreted “Love, and do 
what you will”) as a justification for sodomy would have 
broken my husband’s heart. Furthermore, the fact that an 
act is not formally condemned does not entitle us to be-
lieve that it is right or good.  When Cain murdered his 
brother, he was not disobeying a formal order from God, 
but he knew he was committing a grave moral evil--
against the Natural Law--already written on mankind’s 
heart. Similarly, petri dish “conception” is an abomination 
in and by itself, even though it is not in the Ten Com-
mandments.  It is against the dignity of a person to be 
“made” in a laboratory.  “He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear” (Mathew 11: 15) 
 
In this context, it is important for couples to avoid what 
Canon Jacques Leclerc calls “any corruption of love” in 
the marital bed. He writes: “There are many who believe 
that once they are married, they may do whatever they 
like.”   But “they do not understand,” he continues, that 
“the search for every means of increasing pleasure can 
be a perversion.” He cautions: “Now, there are even 
among the most Christian young people many who know 
nothing of the moral aspect of the problem and have only 
the rudimentary idea that everything is forbidden outside 
marriage, but that within marriage everything is allowed. It 
is thus a good thing to remember that the morality of con-
jugal relations does not allow that pleasure should be 
sought by every means, but calls for a sexual life that is at 
the same time healthy, simple and normal.” (Marriage: A 
Great Sacrament, 1951, p. 88). These are sentiments 
which my husband, Dietrich von Hildebrand, would have 
thoroughly approved. 
 
The Use of Analogy 
 
This discussion of the vulgarization of the intimate sphere, 
by means of language, leads me to a topic of great im-
portance, which I can only sketch briefly: analogy.  Hu-
man language seeks ways of expressing those higher 
realities that are beyond the grasp of our senses.  God 
has left signs of His unseen greatness in the earthly reali-
ties that we see, and this is a blessing.  But there is also 
the danger of confusing the beauty of creatures with high-
er Heavenly realities. The other insight to remember is 
that analogy, in the AGE OF FAITH, was understood in a 
way that is completely different from our age of secular-
ism, relativism, subjectivism and eroticism. Hence, a 
beautiful, sacred book like “the Song of Songs,” which 
draws parallels between God’s love and romantic love-, is 
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bound to be misinterpreted by the modern, sex-obsessed 
mind.  
 
One of the many great contributions of Plato is to have 
perceived that the lower reality is a faint (and therefore 
imperfect) copy of the higher reality. The higher gives us 
a key to an understanding of the lower: absolute justice 
sheds light on the imperfect justice found in the world. 
 
This tradition was highlighted by St. Augustine, and devel-
oped by St. Bonaventure, Cardinal Newman, and Dietrich 
von Hildebrand, to mention some of Augustine’s disciples. 
 
Modern Reversal 
 
But our “modern” world, having cut its roots from the past, 
is constantly tempted to reverse this order, assuming it is 
the material reality which has the key to so-called spiritual 
things.  This is why Moleschott writes that there is a per-
fect parallel between the kidneys producing the urine, and 
the brain producing thought. This is why Freud conquered 
many thinkers by telling him that sex is the key to what is 
called love. Unfortunately, West follows the Freudian 
thought, looking for understanding in the lower rather than 
the higher. Love is the form of sex, not vice versa. 
 
This false mentality of analogy was strongly opposed by 
Dietrich von Hildebrand, even though it was (and still is) 
countenanced by many contemporary writers. Chesterton, 
on the other hand, took my husband’s side.  One day, 
Chesterton writes, he was taking a walk in the woods with 
a man whose “ . . . pointed beard gave him something of 
the look of Pan.”  At one point this companion said to him: 
“‘Do you know why the spire of that church goes up like 
that?’ I expressed a respectable agnosticism, and he an-
swered in an off-hand way, ‘Oh, the same as the obelisks; 
the Phallic Worship of antiquity’. Then I looked across at 
him suddenly as he lay there leering above his goat-like 
beard; and for the moment I thought he was not Pan but 
the Devil. No mortal words can express the immense, the 
insane incongruity and unnatural perversion of thought 
involved in saying such a thing . . .” (Everlasting Man, p. 
152).  
 
These words are a striking and prophetic rebuke to Chris-
topher West’s efforts to employ “phallic symbolism to de-
scribe the Easter candle,” as Dr. David Schindler pointed 
out in his critique of West.  Hugo Rahner has pointed out 
where these aberrant ideas about “phallic symbolism” 
came from: pagan mythology, not authentic Christianity. 
(See his book, Greek Myths and Christian Mystery, 1963) 
 
Chesterton’s passage should be read by anyone who be-

lieves that whatever is sexual gives us a spiritual mes-
sage, when in fact the exact  opposite is the case.  
 
Analogy and the Virgin Birth 
 
This defective attitude might explain why Christopher 
West also believes that after the Holy Virgin gave birth to 
our Savior, she ejected a bleeding placenta, just as his 
wife had done after delivering their son (“Born of a Wom-
an,” syndicated column, December 8, 2006, Christopher-
West.com). He assumes that these details magnify the 
mystery of Bethlehem. 
 
Dietrich von Hildebrand would have absolutely opposed 
such ideas. I recall attending my husband’s talks in his 
apartment on Central Park West. He meditated on the 
Holy Mass, and on numerous passages of the New Tes-
tament. When talking about the Annunciation or the Nativ-
ity, he made his hearers realize that we were entering a 
“holy zone”, which called for silent adoration. The Archan-
gel Gabriel’s visit to Mary is clothed in mystery. But in a 
way, Bethlehem is still more mysterious: St. Luke tells us 
absolutely nothing concrete: we know that Mary gave 
birth to a son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes. 
 
The moment calls for silent adoration. Angels are not 
mentioned . St. Joseph is not mentioned.  We do know, 
however, and this is a dogma of our faith, that she was a 
Virgin, prius ac posterius. The conception was miracu-
lous; the delivery was miraculous. Any intrusion into this 
mystery would have been a source of grief to Dietrich von 
Hildebrand who, because he recited Vespers and Com-
pline every day, knew  Psalm 130 well: “I do not occupy 
myself with things too great and too marvelous for me”. 
 
For Christopher West to offer graphic, speculative  details 
about the Virgin Birth—like the ejected bleeding placen-
ta—underscores my point. The analogy of the Virgin Birth 
with the birth of West’s own son is mistaken. The latter, 
though obviously a great blessing, was not conceived, 
through God, by a Virgin; and it was not the product of a 
miraculous delivery. Further, to “tear the veil”  away from 
Bethlehem, and  to believe an imaginary, explicit descrip-
tion of it is a more powerful way of referring to the mystery 
of mysteries, is something that Dietrich von Hildebrand 
would, as I say, have fiercely contested. Between a nor-
mal birth, and the mystery of Bethlehem, lies an abyss 
which man - out of trembling reverence—should not trav-
erse. 
 
Silent adoration is the only valid response to such a mys-
tery. 
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2. Other Issues of Language 
 
Love and Pleasure 
 
The prevalence that certain words have in a text give us a 
key to the author’s approach to his topic. Those acquaint-
ed with Dietrich von Hildebrand’s books on purity, mar-
riage, sex etc. will immediately notice that the key word 
he utilizes is “love”. He tells us, explicitly and repeatedly, 
that it is love which gives meaning to the intimate sphere, 
and that the beauty of the union between the spouses is 
proportionate to the tenderness of their love.  It is love 
that “baptizes” pleasure, and brings it to a much higher 
level; for pleasure can be experienced by animals, but the 
sweetness of human pleasure, fortified by love, is alto-
gether different: the word “pleasure” is then no longer ad-
equate. We need a richer vocabulary to refer to it; there is 
joy, there is gratitude, there is happiness. Isolated pleas-
ure (which by its very nature, does not last, and cannot 
last) is totally incapable of  giving a faint idea of what this 
“baptized” pleasure is; and is something, of course, de-
nied to animals.  
 
It is, alas, possible to experience intense pleasure, even 
while the heart is cold. This sheds light on the attraction of 
brothels: a dark den in which love is banished, and self-
centered pleasure is sought for its own sake . . . and paid 
for. Since Original Sin, this possibility has always existed.  
 
Limitations of English 
 
One of the challenges of speaking about sex from a truly 
Catholic perspective has to do with something often over-
looked: the limitations of the English language. English is 
a great language, perhaps the richest language on earth. 
(Relata refero.) But it is, philosophically, relatively poor; 
and this emerges in any discussions involving the human 
body. German, in contrast, distinguishes between the 
word Leib (the body of a person) and Koerper—the body 
of animals. It makes it clear that a human body should be 
personified, and that every single bodily activity of Man 
should be elevated to a degree of nobility not given to 

animals.  This is a powerful incentive to oppose the “cult 
of the body” so prevalent in our decadent culture. 
 
Another difficulty: English does not distinguish between 
shame in the negative sense (response to what is ugly, 
disgusting, repulsive, filthy) and shame that is positive (in 
the sense of personal, private, intimate, mysterious). This 
lack of distinction certainly explains certain 
“simplifications” and “misunderstandings” about human 
sexuality which punctuate the work of Christopher West. 
 
After our first parents discovered they were naked, they 
were  ashamed. This shame had a positive, instructive 
purpose, because it made them aware that they had 
stripped themselves of the beautiful “veil of innocence” 
God had given them, before they sinned. These profound 
truths should be embraced and highlighted by Christopher 
West,  not minimized or ignored. 
 
(Part II of this article will be continued in the next issue) 
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We are living in days of fear and there is no escape  from fear except Trust.  Everything else we trusted has failed us: 
universal education, progress, science, liberalism, totalitarianism. There is no one left to trust but the Father whose 
house as prodigal children we left for a false freedom. 
 
There is  hope for those who trust in the only moral left in the world; the authority that did not tamper with Christ’s mes-
sage because he met a liberal or a scientist or a Bolshevik on the roadway: the only authority that is right, not when the 
world is right, but right when the world is wrong. Trust in that religious authority would reverse the present order and 
inaugurate a reign wehere, instead of politics setting limits to morality and religion, morality and religion would begin to 
set limits to politics. 
 

A Declaration of Dependence, Fulton Sheen 

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/document.php?n=999
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St Monica, Benicia 
 
On August 23rd, the Feast of St. Rose of Lima, following 
the 8:15 Mass, Fr Jerome Cudden, OP, our Religious 
Assistant,  presided over a special dedication and bless-
ing of a new statue of St. Rosa of Lima which was pur-
chased for St Dominic Church by a couple who wish to 
remain anonymous.  Our chapter members took part in 
the Mass, Dedication and in helping with the reception 
which followed in our parish courtyard.   

From the Chapters 

St. Dominic, San Diego 
 
"No one has ever seen God; the only-begotten Son, who 
is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him 
known" (RSV, John 1:18). 
 
We have moved our meetings to the third Tuesday of the 
month with an agenda that includes formal formation of-
fered by Renaldo Romero our Formation Director.  At our 
September General Meeting we learned how humility is 
the basis of prayer and how the vice of pride seeks to de-
viate one's soul away from this encounter with God.  Fr 
Serpa OP, led those present to the knowledge that the 
servant of humility is gratitude.  When a person humbles 
themselves before the Lord it is done so with a grateful 
heart, a heart that seeks to know, love and serve the 
Lord. Thus humility is the greatest virtue; so much so that 
when one is suffering, as Jesus himself suffered, that suf-
fering is experienced with profound gratitude as it is in 
one's sufferings where humility comes to fruition and God 
is experienced most profoundly. "Clothe yourselves, all of 
you, with humility toward one another, for 'God opposes 
the proud, but gives grace to the humble'" (RSV 1 Peter 
5:5).  
 
We meet November 18, 7:00pm and welcome all of God's 
people to join us in prayer and formation. More infor-
mation, is available at our website which is found at  
http://sddominicans.com/.  
 
May God bless you and keep you this day and every day, 
 
Lissa Hutcheson 
 
 

St Albert, Oakland 
 
The Chapter received with joy three new members: Annie 
Gowan, Katherine Anne Osenga, and  Efrain Nieto.   
 
In addition, three new Council members were elected: 
Syida Long, Annie Gowan, and Katherine Anne 
Osenga.  The Council officers are: 
 
 Gloria Escalona, Moderator 
 Jim Burke, Assistant Moderator 
 Anne Regan, Formation Director 
 Sharon Ceasar. Alternate LPC Representative 
 Ed Joseph and Susan Dunn, Councilors 
 (Treasurer and LPC Rep are still open) 
 
Susan Dunn 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 

De Profundis 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Myrna Kirkwood, OP 
 
Myrna Kirkwood, a perpetually professed member of the 
Blessed Margaret of Castello Chapter, passed away at 
home on September 26, 2014.  Myrna, a former US Ar-
my nurse, served during the Vietnam war. A nearly-
lifelong resident of Baker City Oregon, she relocated in 
2009 to Nampa Idaho in order to become a Lay Domini-
can. 
 

Requiescat in pace 
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Chapters 
(Continued from previous page) 

 

On October 4th, the Feast of Our Holy Father Francis, at 
the 8:15 AM Mass, Eddie Ma and Nony Cruel were Re-
ceived into the St Monica Chapter of the Dominican Laity 
and nine members made their First Profession.  Those 
making their First Profession were Gracelee Chatman, 
Patrick Helmholz, Ilona Helmholz, Casey Walker, Jr, 
Shannon Carter, Brian Taglang, Arleen Lucas, David 
Ojendyk, and Shawn Carter.  Needless to say, as a 
Chapter, we were so happy for this blessed event.  We 
celebrated afterward with a beautiful reception which was 
organized by our LPC Representative Lena Leveriza.  
Those who made their First Profession are seen in the 
small group photograph.  To the left is our Religious As-
sistant and Pastor, Fr Jerome Cudden, OP and to the 
right is Br Corwin Low, OP.  Br. Corwin has been part of 
our parish team for the past year, and he has been very 
helpful and supportive to our St. Monica Chapter.  Brother 
will be ordained to the priesthood on October 25th at St 
Dominic Parish in Benicia.   As I am writing this report, 
our Chapter is very busy planning the reception which will 
follow the ordination.  So, by the time this report is pub-
lished, Brother will be Father Corwin Low, OP.  We are 
happy to say that he will continue his ministry in Benicia 
as Parochial Vicar.   
 
John Lydon  

Holy Rosary, Portland 
 
The chapter held a celebration for Jackie Linville at the 
meeting on 10-26-14 since all members weren't able to 
be present when she life professed on the retreat in May. 
Jackie just recently returned to Oregon from Michigan 
where she visits for several months out of the year to 
spend time with family. A special cake and other refresh-
ments were served. 
 
Sandy Miller has been sharing insights and wisdom from 
the book "Dominican Spirituality" for ongoing formation. 
 
The chapter is planning a Day of Recollection for Advent 
on Dec. 6 which will include Mass, Morning prayer, the 
rosary, a holy hour and several talks by Fr Vincent Kel-
ber, OP. 
 
Suffrages for Deceased Dominican benefactors were of-
fered on Saturday September 6. We will combine suffrag-
es for All Souls and All Dominican Souls on Saturday, 
Nov. 8 beginning with Mass at 8:00 followed by the Ro-
sary and Office for the Dead. 
 
Prayer requests: Julie Jean Malloy, Marjie Leo's husband, 
Cecilia Hoesly. 
 
Tony Galati has begun a new initial formation class with 
several people who are interested in joining the Domini-
can Laity and Holy Rosary chapter. 
  
Ms Roberta Powell, OP 
 
 

Blessed Margaret of Castello 
 
The chapter has been busy with preparations for our an-
nual professions these past few months.  On October 18 
Fr Vincent Kelber OP, assisted prioress Carolyn Reese 
in receiving Patrick LaFratta as a novice during Morning 
Prayer.  This was followed by a special Mass, where the 
temporary professions of Teresa Kosik and Maximilian 
Mohun and the perpetual professions of Judith Lamb, 
Monica Uberuaga and Otolia Chodynicka were re-
ceived. Novices John Brown and Pamela Gross were 
unable to attend and will make their first temporary pro-
fession in November. We congratulate and welcome each 
of our newly received and professed into the chapter.  I 
know each of them will grow in Spirit and truth and be a 
gift to each one of our chapter members. 
 
The Chapter was saddened to suddenly loose Miss Myr-
na Kirkwood OP, who passed away at home suddenly. 
Myrna will be missed by all of us.  Myrna was a convert; 
her family were all Salvation Army.  A memorial was held 
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Our most senior members, Andrea Nafrada and Hilda Serpa enjoying 
lunch at the Reception, Oct. 19, 2014 

 Chapters 
(Continued from previous page) 

by the Salvation Army in Nampa, where Mrs Stephanie 
DeNinno OP gave a preaching lesson on the Rosary. 
Interment took place on Oct 11 in Baker City, Fr Robert 
Griener of the Diocese of Baker presiding. A requiem 
Mass was celebrated for the chapter by Fr Andrew Sczy-
makowski of the Diocese of Baker on Oct 25, with lunch 
following.  The chapter is pleased to renew our friendship 
with Fr Andrew, who has been away for two years study-
ing Canon Law. 
 
The statue of Bl Margaret of Castello suffered a setback 
late this summer when the artist, Michael Dente, was out 
of town.  The heat in his studio was so great, the life-size 
clay statue (from which the casting-mold was to be made) 
overheated, slumped, and literally fell over and broke! 
Undaunted, Michael took this as a sign that Margaret 
wasn’t really pleased with where he had taken his vision 
of her countenance, and his second attempt has been 
approached with increased prayer and devotion for Little 
Margaret. We all agree that he has done a superb job of 
capturing the essence of one who, although deprived of 
physical sight, could see so much more than us and lived 
with great joy in the love of Jesus which that vision em-
braced.  
 
Carolyn Reese 
 
 

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park 
 
The chapter rejoiced on the occasion of the Life Profes-
sion of Christina Moore-Rivera.  Christina made her life 
profession on Sunday, October 19, 2014 at the Corpus 
Christi Monastery.  The Mass was celebrated by Fr Eu-
gene Sousa, OP and concelebrated by Fr. Stephen How-
ell, Christina’s pastor at Immaculate Heart of Mary parish 
in Belmont.  We thank the nuns for providing the music for 
the liturgy. As always, they sang like a choir of angels. Fr. 
Eugene gave an inspiring homily, reminding us of our 
commitment as Dominican laity. “Today we celebrate a 
commitment to the rule and order of St. Dominic. It’s a 
commitment to daily prayer and contemplation, to service 
of one another and to preaching. And you might ask your-
self how is Christina going to be preaching? She’s not 
going to be coming to the pulpit preaching, she’s going to 
be preaching by her life and we look to Christina for that 
example”, he said.      
 
We had our second annual pie fundraiser at the Church of 
the Nativity in Menlo Park on two consecutive Sundays, 
November 2 & 9. Members spent the day taking orders 
and distributing the pies. Ellen Spencer who coordinates 
this yearly event for our chapter was quite pleased with its 
success and concluded that the two most popular flavors 
were Strawberry Rhubarb and Berry Supreme. Parishion-
ers look forward to getting their pies in time for their 
Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations.  It was also an 
opportunity for vocations outreach educating them about 
the laity and the Dominican order. 
 
 Hilda Serpa (Gloria's and Fr Vincent's mother) had a 
stroke. She's doing better and is now recuperating in a 
care home.  Please keep her and the Serpa family in your 
prayers.  Thank you. 
 
Charo Aguirre 

Christina Moore-Rivera facing Fr. Eugene Sousa, OP; Charo Aguirre, 
Prioress and Lorna Salgado-Achondoa, 

Formation Director, as she makes her Life Profession. 
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Contact Truth Be Told 
mark.gross.op@gmail.com 

1605 N Eagle Creek Way 
Eagle, ID 83616 

 
  Please notify by email if you would like to  
 be added to the regular emailing list. 

  There is no subscription fee.   
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month). 
 
Editor – Mark Gross 
 

Submissions to the Editor 
 
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church.   

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.      -St. Maximus the Confessor 

Mary, our mother 

And mother of the Redeemer, 

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea, 

Come to the aid of your people, 

Who have sinned, 

Yet also yearn to rise again! 

Come to the Church’s aid, 

Enlighten your devoted children, 

Strengthen the faithful throughout the world, 

Let those who have drifted  

Hear your call, 

And may they who live as prisoners of evil 

Be converted! 
Pope John Paul II 

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls. 

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort 

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.” 

 

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8 
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