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St Dominic
Benedict XVI
“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena

Today the Church celebrates the memorial of St.
Dominic de Guzmán, priest and founder of the
Order of Preachers, also known as the Dominicans. In a previous catechesis, I presented this
illustrious figure and the fundamental contribution
he made to the renewal of the Church of his time.
Today I wish to highlight an essential aspect of his
spirituality: his life of prayer. St. Dominic was a
man of prayer. In love with God, he had no other
aspiration than the salvation of souls, especially
those who had fallen into the snares of the heresies of his day. An imitator of Christ, he radically
embodied the three evangelical counsels, uniting
to the proclamation of the Word a witness of a life
of poverty. Under the Holy Spirit's guidance, he
advanced along the way of Christian perfection. At
each moment, prayer was the force that renewed
and rendered his apostolic works increasingly
fruitful.
Blessed Jordan of Saxony (who died in 1237), his
successor as head of the Order, writes: "During
the day, no one showed himself more sociable
than he … Conversely, by night, there was none
more assiduous than he in keeping watch in
prayer. The day he dedicated to his neighbor, but
the night he gave to God" (P. Filippini, San
Domenico visto dai suoi contemporanei, Bologna
1982, pg. 133). In St. Dominic we can see an example of the harmonious integration between contemplation of the divine mysteries and apostolic
activity. According to the testimonies of the persons closest to him, "he always spoke with God or
of God." This observation points to his deep communion with the Lord and, at the same time, to his
constant commitment to leading others to this
communion with God.
Continued on page 2)

St Dominic
(Continued from page 1)

tions of joy and tears could be perceived. Thus, through meditation, he
assimilated the realities of the faith.
Witnesses recount that at times he
entered into a kind of ecstasy, his
face transfigured; but immediately
afterward, he would humbly resume
his daily activities, recharged by the
power that came to him from above.

He left behind no writings on prayer,
but the Dominican tradition has collected and handed on his living experience in a work titled: The Nine
Ways of Prayer of St. Dominic. This
book was composed between the
year 1260 and 1288 by a Dominican
friar. It helps us to understand something of the saint's interior life, and it
also helps us, as different as we are,
to learn something about how to
pray.
According to St. Dominic, then, there are nine ways of
prayer, and each of these -- which he always carried out
in the presence of Jesus Crucified -- express a bodily and
a spiritual attitude that, intimately interpenetrating, favors
recollection and fervor. The first seven ways follow an
ascending line, as steps on a journey toward communion
with God, with the Trinity: St. Dominic prays standing,
bowed down to express humility; prostrate on the ground
to ask pardon for his sins; kneeling in penance to participate in the sufferings of the Lord; with arms outstretched
gazing at the crucifix to contemplate Supreme Love, his
gaze turned toward heaven, feeling drawn to the world of
God. Thus, there are three forms: standing, kneeling, and
lying prostrate on the ground -- but always with one's
gaze turned to the Crucified Lord.
The two final ways, which I would like briefly to consider,
correspond to two forms of piety the saint normally practiced. First, there was personal meditation, where prayer
acquires a still more intimate, fervent and comforting dimension. At the end of the recitation of the Liturgy of the
Hours, and following the celebration of the Mass, St.
Dominic prolonged his colloquy with God, without placing
any limits on time. Seated quietly, he would recollect himself in an attitude of listening, reading a book or gazing
upon the Crucifix. He lived these moments in his relationship with God so intensely that even outwardly his reac-

Then, there was his prayer during
journeys between one friary and another; he recited Lauds, the Midday hour and Vespers
with his companions, and as he crossed valleys and hills
he contemplated the beauty of creation. From his heart
there flowed a hymn of praise and thanksgiving to God for
so many gifts, especially for the greatest wonder: the redemption wrought by Christ.
Dear friends, St. Dominic reminds us that prayer, that personal contact with God, is at the heart and origin of the
witness of faith that every Christian must give within family life, at work, in social commitments, and even in times
of relaxation. Only this real relationship with God gives us
the strength to live each event intensely, especially the
most painful moments. This saint also reminds us of the
importance of exterior attitudes in our prayer: kneeling,
standing before the Lord, fixing one's gaze on the Crucified, pausing to recollect oneself in silence are not secondary; rather, they help us to place ourselves interiorly,
with the whole of our person, in relation to God. I would
like to recall once again the need in our spiritual lives to
find quiet moments for prayer each day, to have a little
time to speak with God. We should take this time especially during the summer holidays, and make a little time
to speak with God. It will also be a way of helping those
around us to enter into the luminous rays of the presence
of God, who brings the peace and love that we all need.
Thank you.
Zenit.org (Link)

Praised be Jesus!
America 2012. The stakes here are high. Religious Freedom, Morality and Economic Prosperity hang in the balance. Spiritually speaking; Faith, Hope and Charity are at
risk in our country.
Religious freedom is necessary to religions in that it provides an environment to promote faith and touch hearts
that have not yet come to know the love of God. If a government denies freedom to religions by imposing mandates, penalties and exorbitant taxes; the work of evan-

gelizing becomes severely compromised. Souls that
might have been reached will be denied their God given
right to know, love and serve Him.
A country that supports and promotes religious freedom
assures its citizens that God is important. It proclaims to
the world that we are a people of faith. In fact, Faith is the
cornerstone and inspiration that made our country great.
This freedom of Faith is at risk.
(Continued on next page)
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True greatness, however, requires morals and responsibility.
Recently, former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
made a public comment expressing her astonishment that
any woman would consider voting for the Republican
Candidate. Her reference was to a policy presented by
the GOP running mate, Paul Ryan, to defend life. Sadly,
in what was an attempt to support women, Albright actually condemns them. She asserts that women in this
country rely on legalized abortion and, as such, should
protect this “right” no matter the cost.
One can conclude that Albright regards women in our
country to be immoral, promiscuous and devoid of personal responsibility. Albright further asserts that women
should ensure their “right” to choose killing as a solution
to their “problem”.
Wouldn’t a country that supports virtues associated with
life and responsibility be a better choice for women; as
opposed to the physical, emotional and spiritual trauma of
abortion?

aries. We have always been generous and send them
back with the means to provide a better standard of living.
If we find ourselves in need, we can’t help others. Charity
leans on economic prosperity. This Charity is at risk.
America 2012 truly stands at a crossroads. The right path
can lead us down a road that will provide the opportunity
to recover our God given rights of Faith, Hope and Charity. The wrong path can lead us down a road of events
that were once unimaginable in this country.
Imagine a country without Religious Freedom, Morality or
Economic Prosperity.
Imagine a country without Faith, Hope or Charity.
In Jesus and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey
Vice President

Where there is life there is Hope. This Hope is at risk.
Over the past several months, leading economists have
voiced little hope for our struggling economy. Businesses
across the country are burdened with high taxes, mandatory fees and little incentive to hire. As a result, the rate
of unemployment continues to climb while the Sunday
collections continue to fall.
In a practical sense, charity is increased when the economy prospers. Granted, there are many ways to exercise
charity. Praying for someone is charitable. Additionally,
economic prosperity doesn’t ensure a charitable heart.
That being said, in most cases when a person has extra,
they tend to share.

“There is danger from all men. The only maxim of a free
government ought to be to trust no man living with power
to endanger the public liberty”.

So often in our parishes we experience a visiting priest
from India or Africa making a plea on behalf of the parishioners in their villages. They come here seeking charity
not because their own parishioners are uncharitable, but
because they simply don’t have anything to give. Our
country has always welcomed these priests and mission-

John Adams (30 October 1735 – 4 July 1826) was the
first (1789–1797) Vice President of the United States, and
the second (1797–1801) President of the United States,
in office from 4 March 1797 to 4 March 1801.

It’s not enough to say we are Christians, but also to live
as Christians. Looking at us probably no one would recognize we are Christians today because our style of life
is the same as non-believers. We need a true conversion in our style of life.

On April 18, 1775 John Adams and John Hancock were
at the home of Rev. Jonas Clarke, a Lexington Pastor and
militia leader. That same night Paul Revere arrived to
warn them of the approaching Redcoats. The next morning British Major Pitcairn shouted to an assembled regiment of Minutemen. “Disperse ye villains, lay down your
arms in the name of George the Sovereign King of England. The immediate response of John Adams and John
Hancock was “WE RECOGNIZE NO SOVEREIGN BUT
GOD AND NO KING BUT JESUS!”

Archbishop Salvatore Fisichella, President of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelisation,
in The Australian, 08-08-2012
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From the President
ally worn over one’s clothing as an outward sign of one’s
commitment to live our Rule for the rest of his or her life.

Dear brothers and sisters in St. Dominic,
A few words this month on our Dominican scapular based
on a number of conversations I have had recently with
folks asking about it. First, a plain, white scapular to be
worn under our clothing is the Lay Dominican’s habit. It is
provided when a person is received into the Order and is
a sign of membership in the Order.
Traditionally, at first profession a medallion of St. Dominic
is presented to the person making profession. This medallion, or medal, is an optional item to wear which some
persons prefer to wear, again, under the clothing, in lieu
of the scapular. I should point out that the scapular and
not the medal is our habit. Neither item is mandatory, but
the scapular does have a special history and tradition for
the Order and as such is preferred by most folks.
Traditionally, at life profession, a fleur-de-lis cross is presented to the person making life promises. While available in a number of markets to anyone, our chapters have
typically reserved purchases of these items strictly for
those making life promises. This particular cross is usu-

All of these articles – as well as more Dominican supplies
– are available for purchase from Bob Curtis at
www.dominicus-shop.com. Bob has recently and graciously volunteered to handle supplies for the province.
Claire Rogus had been handling this for the province for
the last several years and we are grateful for her service.
God bless you, Claire, for being there for us, and thank
you, Bob, for taking it on.
On another note, Fr Vincent Serpa, OP, Gary Sims, our
DLIPC Representative, and I, will be travelling to Washington, DC in early October for the next Dominican Lay
Interprovincial Council, which will be hosted by the Eastern Province. You may recall that the last DLIPC was
hosted by the Western Province in May, 2011. These
meetings are held every 18 months or so, and we’ll be
grateful for your prayers while we are attending. We
should have a report for the next Truth Be Told issue.
In St. Dominic,
Tony Galati
President

From the DLIPC Representative
These are strange times. Although there are prominent
individuals in political, intellectual, and entertainment
spheres of our society who identify themselves as
"Catholic," the opportunities for the actually believing,
practicing faithful Catholics to take an active part in the
public/political marketplace are become more and more
tenuous. When a prominent observant Catholic public
official, in response to specific questions about past personal statements concerning the morality of artificial birth
control was excoriated by the media and those in political
opposition, some themselves professing to be Catholic,
little was made of the attacks. In the name of health care
reform, Catholic business owners are told they have to
provide abortion, sterilization, and artificial contraception
services and products within employee health plans.
When I used this last example in a conversation with a
(non-Catholic) colleague, his response was to profess
respect for my concerns about our constitutionally protected freedom of religion but o state then perhaps those
that object should also choose not to have a business.
Melinda Gates (of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation)
has pledged $560 million (that’s one-half billion dollars) to

provide “contraception” to women in some of the poorest
countries in the world. She is doing this in the name of
charity, expressed concern over the plight of the poorest
of the poor. She professes this is consistent with Catholic
teachings on “social justice.” And she is wrong on so
many levels. But to question the morality of dedicating
that much foundation money (and billions pledged by various governments) to artificial contraception, including
abortifacients, aimed specifically at the poor is to put
yourself out of the mainstream and subject yourself to
ridicule. There is no opportunity to have constructive engagement because we are told there is nothing to engage
about. How many times have we heard over 80% of
Catholic women use artificial contraception? The message is for the “minority” of Catholics that adhere to
church teaching is to “shut up, sit down, and don’t bother
the rest of us.”
The Southern Poverty Law Center has been “fighting
hate, teaching tolerance and seeking justice” since 1971.
It is frequently turned to by the mainstream media to provide comment on notorious “hate crimes” that take the
headlines. The Center has labeled the Family Research
(Continued on next page)
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Council a “hate group” because it is “anti-gay.” To support
and promote the traditional understanding of marriage is
“anti-gay.” To profess that children need a father and a
mother, is “anti-gay.” Although not a Catholic organization, the Family Research Council promotes many positions that compliment traditional Catholic teaching, which
we know is all too often is regarded as "hateful" and "out
of touch."
There are so many examples of just what strange times in
which we live. We support religious freedom and are
called intolerant. We support traditional marriage, and are
called bigots. We support traditional families, and are
called hateful. We support chastity, both within and outside marriage, and are called judgmental. There is less
and less room in the marketplace for a diversity of viewpoints. We are truly in Orwellian times where groupthink,
group speech, and conformity are required in order to be
accepted. All too often we become distracted by the piercings, tattoos, and such of a minority of what in a more
innocent time would be called “social misfits.” The reality
is there is relentless pressure to conform to accepted politically correct view and expression and anyone who disagrees is treated as a “flat-earther” or even a danger to
tolerant society. We are marginalized in these dark days.

and Savior and His Holy Apostolic Church. The great
American experiment has been profoundly influenced by
Holy Mother Church. Representative democracy has its
genesis, in many ways, within our Order. We invented the
concept of “term limits.”
I firmly believe that, as a country, our best days can be
ahead of us. This is more than a quaint truism. But we
must be there to help shepherd it to fruition. We must be
active in the marketplace, consistent with our role as laity.
We can preach where friars can’t.
Our pulpit is the ballot box. Our pulpit is the political convention. Our pulpit is the doorbell we ring in on behalf of
candidates and initiatives that promote, or at least support, the teachings of our marvelous Faith.
The coffee shop, the espresso bar, the office cubicle, the
beverage after work: these are our pulpits where we can
proclaim the Truth. We have to bravely and charitably
proclaim the Truth of our Faith. The reality of Holy Mother
Church.
We have to prevail over these strange times.
Sts. Dominic and Catherine, pray for us.

All that said, I don't want to only present a picture of despair and gloom. I am, by nature, and faith, an optimist.
My concern is always and foremost fidelity to Our Lord

Gary Sims
DLIPC Rep

From the Editor
As the nation draws closer to an election that some are
calling the most important and potentially life-changing in
history, your editor also finds himself drawing closer to the
day he will approach the altar with his beloved to enter
the sacrament of marriage.

statement; that the Church would speak for God? Yet that
is her commission, and the Pope’s role. Perhaps the
“Year of Faith” will help Catholics recover this basic aspect of our creedal faith—”I believe the Holy Catholic
Church.”

I will confess that my attention to radical life changing
choices has been largely caught up in the choice that will
soon radically change my life; my choice with all of its
consequences, ordained by God’s design. I marvel at the
simplicity of His design, even as I struggle with the adjustments it requires.

Without the Church’s guidance, I’d be repeating all sorts
of mistakes I made in the past when I knew no better. But
I want a better chance this time. With God, all things are
possible. May He bless you.

And yet the context of American political life cannot be
avoided, and it does not cease to amaze me to hear
Catholics offering support to positions so radically at odds
with God and nature as so clearly articulated by the
Church, the only institution possessing the authority to
speak infallibly for God. Is this not also a provocative
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Mark Gross,
Editor

[Naaman] was a man who doubted before being made
whole. You are already made whole, and so ought not to
doubt.
St Ambrose, Treatise on the Mysteries
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To the Knights of Columbus: The Witness of Marriage
Cardinal Timothy Dolan
Que viva Cristo Rey!
To anyone who claims the Church is lackluster;
To anyone who thinks the Church has lost the dare given
us by Jesus to “cast out to the deep!”
To anyone who doubts the solidarity between God’s people and His priests and bishops;
To anyone who contends that Catholics are beaten down
by constant attacks on faith, the Church, our values, and
our God-given freedom of religion . . .
I say, “Let them come to the Supreme Convention of the
Knights of Columbus!”
As we anticipate the Year of Faith, I thank you, brother
knights, for 130 years of vibrant, salt-of-the-earth-light-tothe-world Catholic witness!
As we prepare for the upcoming Synod of Bishops in
Rome on the New Evangelization, I congratulate you,
brother knights, for taking that ball and running with it, in
the same missionary spirit that characterized Christopher
Columbus.
It’s good to be in California; they love us here in Anaheim.
Heads up, though: one of the bell boys here at the hotel
did complain to me that we knights don’t tip that well. “We
love these Knights of Columbus,” he said, “but, they arrive
with the Ten Commandments and a ten dollar bill . . . and
leave without breaking either!”
Carl, thanks for giving me the “honeymoon suite.” I was a
bit surprised. Let me assure you that’s the first time that’s
ever happened!
I am reminded of the story told by the Venerable
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen. Seems as if he, too, was
offered the “honeymoon suite” at a hotel where he was to
give a talk. It was in a southern city, at that time unfamiliar
with Catholics. As Archbishop Sheen was leaving his honeymoon suite for supper, the housekeeping attendant
asked if she could turn down the bed, and the archbishop
told her he would appreciate such service. When he returned later that evening, sure enough, the bed was
turned down, and there was a mint on both pillows. On
one side of the bed was the archbishop’s pajamas laid
out; on the other, apparently for Mrs. Sheen, was his
beautiful lace alb he wore for Mass!
Which brings me to my topic: Marriage.

For this evening, I want to salute marriage. . . and it would
be tough to find anyone who has done more to defend,
strengthen, and promote marriage than you, Knights of
Columbus, and your cherished wives and families. In fact,
as you are aware, one of the driving motives of the Venerable Father Michael McGivney in founding the Knights
was to assist men better fulfill their vocation as husbands
and dads.
We Catholics are hopeless romantics, you know, when it
comes to married love . . .
Against all odds, we still believe that, when a man and
woman vow that they’ll love and honor each other, “for
better or worse, in sickness and in health, for richer or
poorer, until death do us part,” they really do mean it;
We still hold fast to the teaching of the Bible that God so
esteems marriage that He compared His personal, passionate, eternal love for Israel to that between a husband
and a wife; that Saint Paul tells us that the love of Jesus
for us, His Church, is just like that of a groom for His
bride;
We still have in our gut the Church’s timeless “Valentine’s
Day card,” that the love between a husband and a wife
has the same characteristics as does that of God for us: it
is faithful; it is forever; it brings about new life in children.
We are such hopeless romantics that we contend the best
way to get a hint of how God loves us now, and in eternity, is to look at how you, married couples, love one another. “The love of a man and woman is made holy in the
sacrament of marriage, and becomes the mirror of your
everlasting love . . . ,” chants the Preface in the Nuptial
Mass.
You see why we, mostly celibates up here, look out upon
you married couples with awe? We gaze out now at thousands of icons, reflections, mirrors of the way God loves
us.
Now, you are, we are, the first to acknowledge that this
romantic, poetic, lofty, divine lustre of marriage can at
times be tarnished a bit in the day-in-day-out challenges
of lifelong, life-giving, faithful love.
For example, I recently had the golden jubilee of a wonderful couple I’ve known for decades.
“What’s the secret to the success of your fifty years of
marriage? I asked Pat.

Usually, at this State’s Dinner, thousands of our knights
look up in admiration to this dais, the head table, to this
“crimson tide” of bishops and cardinals.

“Well, you know Eileen and I are both of Irish background,
so, for our 25th anniversary, I took her back to Ireland.”

Tonight, I’m going to literally “turn the tables” as we up
here look out with awe, admiration, and deep appreciation
upon you, our knights and their wives, united in marriage.

“Yeah and then, for our 50th, I went back to get her!
There’s the key to our success!”
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Tension, trial, temptation, turmoil - - they come indeed,
but - - just as Jesus worked His first miracle, at the request of His blessed Mother, for a newly married couple
at Cana by turning water into wine - - so does Jesus
transform those choppy waters of tension, trial, temptation, and turmoil, into a vintage wine of tried-and-true-trust
in marriage.
So, brother knights and wives, I thank you for being such
metaphors of God’s love; and I exhort you, please, to continue, now, more than ever, to be so. Why, now more than
ever! Let me give you a few reasons.
When I was Archbishop of Milwaukee, at an archdiocesan
pastoral council meeting, we were discussing ways to
increase vocations to the priesthood and consecrated
religious life . . . yet another project, by the way, you
Knights have vigorously promoted.
Well, Jan Ruidl, one of the members, commented:
“Archbishop Dolan, in talking about an increase in vocations for priests, sisters, and brothers, I think you’re
barking-up-the-wrong-tree!”
Uh-oh, here it comes, I thought, buckling my bullet-proof
vest, figuring Jan would begin arguing for an end to celibacy or to the male-only-priesthood.
But Jan continued: “The greatest vocation crisis today is
to lifelong, loving, faithful, life-giving marriage. You take
care of that one, and you’ll have all the priests and sisters
you need!”
Well-said, Jan!
“For an increase in vocations to the priesthood, consecrated life, and the Sacrament of Marriage” should perhaps become the new phrasing for a prayer of the faithful
at every Mass, as we are sobered by the gloomy statistics
that only 51% of our young people are approaching that
sacrament, a piece of data you all somberly see verified
even among your own children and grandchildren.
A vocation crisis in the call to the Sacrament of Matrimony . . . reason #1 for this sense of urgency regarding
marriage I speak to you about this evening.

of love, a topic eloquently written about by our own Supreme Knight in his book by that very title.
See, it’s not just saints, pontiffs, or theologians who predicate marriage and family as the central, love-promoting
cell of the human project, but historians, sociologists, psychologists, and anthropologists. They demonstrate that,
when the normative relationship for a man and woman’s
existence is that of a husband, wife, father, and mother,
well, then, home, industry, finance, culture, society, and
governing structures are more easily directed to virtue,
responsibility, and the restraining of the primitive lust and
selfishness that destroy civilization. Ask, for instance, Edward Gibbon, the author of The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire, what happens when a culture loses this focus.
The most effective guarantee of a civilization of love
rather than the survival of the fittest; the culture of life
over the culture of death; the law of the gift rather than the
law of the “get”, solidarity rather than selfishness, is precisely the preservation of traditional marriage and family.
When that goes, we all go.
Enough from this man in the honeymoon suite! Because
I’m preaching to the choir!
I’m looking out with awe upon Knights of Columbus and
their wives who radiantly live the vocation of marriage,
and who got kids and grandkids to prove it; who have
chosen to accept God’s invitation to everlasting life as a
couple, not alone; who worry about the weakening of marriage and its toxic effect on our culture and the Church we
cherish; but who, rather than wring hands have joined
hands to defend, promote, and strengthen the very relationship between one man, one woman, united in lifelong,
life-giving, faithful love, that dates back to the Garden of
Eden itself.
Let the dawn of the Year of Faith, the ringing call for the
New Evangelization, only renew our knights, their wives,
and their families in this noble joining of hands.
Thank you, Knights of Columbus!
Que viva Cristo Rey!

Reason #2: the very definition of marriage as a lifelong,
life giving, faithful union of one man and one woman is in
peril, with a well-choreographed, well-oiled crusade to
conform marriage to the whims of the day instead of conforming our urges to God’s design, as revealed in the Bible, nature, and reflective reason. Once again, a tip of our
zucchetto to you knights who have been indefatigable in
defending marriage.

.

And, a final fact that prompts us to a sense of renewed
promotion of marriage? Its singularly pivotal, irreplaceable
role in what the modern Popes have called the civilization

Man cannot organize the world for himself without God;
without God man can only organize the world against
man.
Whitaker Chambers, Witness
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Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, Archbishop of New York,
President, USCCB, Anaheim, California, August 7, 2012
(Link)
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Reflections on "Chicago Values"
Francis Cardinal George, OMI
Marriage exists because human nature comes in two
complementary sexes: male and female. The sexual union of a man and woman is called the marital act because
the two become physically one in a way that is impossible
between two men or two women. Whatever a homosexual
union might be or represent, it is not physically marital.
Gender is inextricably bound up with physical sexual identity; and “gender-free marriage” is a contradiction in
terms, like a square circle.
Both Church and state do, however, have an interest in
regulating marriage. It is not that religious marriage is private and civil marriage public; rather, marriage is a public
institution in both Church and state. The state regulates
marriage to assure stability in society and for the proper
protection and raising of the next generation of citizens.
The state has a vested interest in knowing who is married
and who is not and in fostering good marriages and
strong families for the sake of society.

Recent comments by those who administer our city seem
to assume that the city government can decide for everyone what are the “values” that must be held by citizens of
Chicago. I was born and raised here, and my understanding of being a Chicagoan never included submitting my
value system to the government for approval. Must those
whose personal values do not conform to those of the
government of the day move from the city? Is the City
Council going to set up a “Council Committee on UnChicagoan Activities” and call those of us who are suspect to appear before it? I would have argued a few days
ago that I believe such a move is, if I can borrow a
phrase, “un-Chicagoan.”
The value in question is espousal of “gender-free marriage.” Approval of state-sponsored homosexual unions
has very quickly become a litmus test for bigotry; and espousing the understanding of marriage that has prevailed
among all peoples throughout human history is now, supposedly, outside the American consensus. Are Americans
so exceptional that we are free to define “marriage” (or
other institutions we did not invent) at will? What are we
re-defining?
It might be good to put aside any religious teaching and
any state laws and start from scratch, from nature itself,
when talking about marriage. Marriage existed before
Christ called together his first disciples two thousand
years ago and well before the United States of America
was formed two hundred and thirty six years ago. Neither
Church nor state invented marriage, and neither can
change its nature.
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The Church, because Jesus raised the marital union to
the level of symbolizing his own union with his Body the
Church, has an interest in determining which marital unions are sacramental and which are not. The Church sees
married life as a path to sanctity and as the means for
raising children in the faith, as citizens of the universal
kingdom of God. These are all legitimate interests of both
Church and state, but they assume and do not create the
nature of marriage.
People who are not Christian or religious at all take for
granted that marriage is the union of a man and a woman
for the sake of family and, of its nature, for life. The laws
of civilizations much older than ours assume this understanding of marriage. This is also what religious leaders
of almost all faiths have taught throughout the ages. Jesus affirmed this understanding of marriage when he
spoke of “two becoming one flesh” (Mt. 19: 4-6). Was Jesus a bigot? Could Jesus be accepted as a Chicagoan?
Would Jesus be more “enlightened” if he had the privilege
of living in our society? One is welcome to believe that, of
course; but it should not become the official state religion,
at least not in a land that still fancies itself free. Surely
there must be a way to properly respect people who are
gay or lesbian without using civil law to undermine the
nature of marriage.
Surely we can find a way not to play off newly invented
individual rights to “marriage” against constitutionally protected freedom of religious belief and religious practice.
The State’s attempting to redefine marriage has become
a defining moment not for marriage, which is what it is,
but for our increasingly fragile “civil union” as citizens.
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The Future of Humanity Passes By Way of the Family
Most Rev. Mark Davies, Bishop of Shrewsbury
“equality agenda” the understanding of marriage that has
served as the timeless foundation for the family. The government is seeking to do this at the very moment when
marriage as an institution has been more weakened than
ever before. Yet it asks: why are people of faith concerned?

We gather during this celebration of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee. We rejoice with many today not only in the Queen’s constitutional role carried out
with unfailing dedication but also in her Christian witness
of faith and prayer. However, it is significant that a family
stands always at the centre of our constitution, at the
heart of our national life. The Crown passes by way of a
family! It was, of course, in this Norfolk countryside almost
a millennium ago that a simple house was built to remind
all generations of the centrality and holiness of the family
revealed by God’s plan in the Holy Family of Nazareth.
True, it was a monarch, King Henry VIII, not noted for his
reverence for marriage, who saw both house and shrine
destroyed four centuries ago. Yet Walsingham has now
visibly returned in its Catholic and Anglican witness. Here
we will always be reminded in Blessed John Paul II’s unforgettable words that, “the future of humanity passes by
way of the family” (Familaris Consortio n. 86). It is a selfevident truth which too often is obscured in our consciousness today that the future of humanity, the future of
society, depends on the family.
The Deputy Prime Minister was recently reported as saying he could not understand why Christians and other
people of faith saw a legal redefinition of marriage as a
matter of conscience: it would not he claimed impinge on
religious freedoms. Experience, of course, might make us
cautious of such assurances, even those given by a Deputy Prime Minister, that this agenda will not threaten religious freedom. However, our concern is not only with religious freedom but also with the enormous good which
marriage represents as foundational to family-life. Today
we see a government, without mandate, disposing of any
credible consultation, seeking to impose one of the greatest acts of “social engineering” in our history by uprooting
the legal definition of marriage. [That should sound familiar to US citizens.] Marriage lies at the very foundation of
the family. For all generations to follow one generation of
politicians is setting out to demolish in the name of an
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One of England’s greatest and clearest thinkers the now
Blessed John Henry Newman famously distinguished
what he called “notional assent” from “real assent.” It
seems that most people in public life give a notional assent to the value of the family as that first and vital cell of
society – and never more so than in those moments of
social disturbance such as the riots of last summer. However, what is needed is not just a notional agreement to
the importance of family but a real assent to the place of
the family in our society as securing the well-being of generations to come. This involves the recognition of what
marriage uniquely is. A recognition comes not only from
faith but from reason which clearly sees that it is from the
family that “citizens come to birth and it is with within the
family that they find the first school of the social virtues
which are the animating principle of the existence and
development of society itself” (Familaris Consortio n 42).
In this way it is in the family that the future of society will
be decided. So far from weakening and confusing the
foundation of the family we invite our political leaders to
give back to the institution of marriage and the family the
recognition and confidence it deserves.
Here in Walsingham where across so many centuries of
our history the sacredness of marriage and family were
recognized in the example of the Holy Family of Nazareth,
we wish to affirm in the words of Blessed John Paul II that
“the Creator of all things has established marriage as the
beginning and basis of human society” (Familaris Consortio 42)). May the gift of marriage and the family be held
sacred by us all for the sake of every generation to come.
Amen.
Homily for the National Association of Catholic Families
National Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham (Link)

O God, you enabled the blessed Catherine, graced with
a special privilege of virginity and patience, to overcome
the attacks of evil spirits and to remain unshaken in your
love; grant, we beseech you, that following her example
by treading underfoot the wickedness of the world, and
overcoming the wiles of our enemies, we may pass in
safety to your glory. Through Christ our Lord. (Link)
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Subsidiarity, Solidarity, and the Lay Mission
Bishop Robert C. Morlino
It was no shock at all for me to learn that our diocesan
native son, Paul Ryan, had been chosen to be a candidate for the Vice Presidency of the United States. I am
proud of his accomplishments as a native son, and a
brother in the faith, and my prayers go with him and especially with his family as they endure the unbelievable demands of a presidential campaign here in the United
States. It is not for the bishop or priests to endorse particular candidates or political parties. Any efforts on the
part of any bishop or priest to do so should be set aside.
And you can be assured that no priest who promotes a
partisan agenda is acting in union with me or with the Universal Church.
It is the role of bishops and priests to teach principles of
our faith, such that those who seek elected offices, if they
are Catholics, are to form their consciences according to
these principles about particular policy issues.
However, the formation of conscience regarding particular
policy issues is different depending on how fundamental
to the ecology of human nature or the Catholic faith a particular issue is. Some of the most fundamental issues for
the formation of a Catholic conscience are as follows: sacredness of human life from conception to natural death,
marriage, religious freedom and freedom of conscience,
and a right to private property.
Violations of the above involve intrinsic evil — that is, an
evil which cannot be justified by any circumstances whatsoever. These evils are examples of direct pollution of the
ecology of human nature and can be discerned as such
by human reason alone. Thus, all people of good will who
wish to follow human reason should deplore any and all
violations in the above areas, without exception. The violations would be: abortion, euthanasia and physicianassisted suicide, same-sex marriage, governmentcoerced secularism, and socialism.
Catholic Social Teaching does not fit neatly into any political agenda. As Blessed John Paul puts it, “Since it is
not an ideology, the Christian faith does not presume to
imprison changing socio-political realities in a rigid
schema…” (46) Some on the right celebrated Centesimus Annus as justifying their views, but a brief review
shows it to be broader than a party platform. The lesson
of this encyclical is the lesson of all of them. In the words
of Alexander Solzhenitsyn, a political prisoner of the Soviets who might be called a spiritual brother of John Paul
II: “Gradually it was disclosed to me that the line separating good and evil passes not through states, nor between classes, nor between political parties either, but
right through every human heart, and through all human
hearts.” (From The Gulag Archipelago, 1973)
Fr Francis Belanger, OP, Dominican Daily (Link)

Where intrinsic evil is not involved
In these most fundamental matters, a well-formed Catholic conscience, or the well-formed conscience of a person
of good will, simply follows the conclusions demanded by
the ecology of human nature and the reasoning process.
A Catholic conscience can never take exception to the
prohibition of actions which are intrinsically evil. Nor may
a conscience well-formed by reason or the Catholic faith
ever choose to vote for someone who clearly, consistently, persistently promotes that which is intrinsically evil.
However, a conscience well-formed according to reason
or the Catholic faith, must also make choices where intrinsic evil is not involved. How best to care for the poor is
probably the finest current example of this, though another would be how best to create jobs at a time when so
many are suffering from the ravages of unemployment. In
matters such as these, where intrinsic evil is not involved,
the rational principles of solidarity and subsidiarity come
into play. The principle of solidarity, simply stated, means
that every human being on the face of the earth is my
brother and my sister, my “neighbor” in the biblical sense.
At the same time, the time-tested best way for assisting
our neighbors throughout the world should follow the principle of subsidiarity. That means the problem at hand
should be addressed at the lowest level possible — that
is, the level closest to the people in need. That again, is
simply the law of human reason.
We can disagree on application
As one looks at issues such as the two mentioned above
and seeks to apply the principles of solidarity and subsidiarity, Catholics and others of good will can arrive at different conclusions. These are conclusions about the best
means to promote the preferential option for the poor, or
the best means to reach a lower percentage of unemployment throughout our country. No one is contesting here
anyone’s right to the basic needs of food, clothing, shelter, healthcare, etc. Nor is anyone contesting someone’s
right to work and so provide for self and family. However
there can be difference according to how best to follow
the principles which the Church offers.
Making decisions as to the best political strategies, the
best policy means, to achieve a goal, is the mission of lay
people, not bishops or priests. As Pope Benedict himself
has said, a just society and a just state is the achievement of politics, not the Church. And therefore Catholic
laymen and women who are familiar with the principles
dictated by human reason and the ecology of human nature, or non-Catholics who are also bound by these same
principles, are in a position to arrive at differing conclusions as to what the best means are for the implementation of these principles — that is, “lay mission” for Catholics.
(Continued on next page)
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Thus, it is not up to me or any bishop or priest to approve
of Congressman Ryan’s specific budget prescription to
address the best means we spoke of. Where intrinsic
evils are not involved, specific policy choices and political
strategies are the province of Catholic lay mission. But, as
I’ve said, Vice Presidential Candidate Ryan is aware of
Catholic Social Teaching and is very careful to fashion
and form his conclusions in accord with the principles
mentioned above. Of that I have no doubt. (I mention this
matter in obedience to Church Law regarding one’s right
to a good reputation.)
Peace and reconciliation in coming months

thought it best to move to discussion of the above matters
sooner rather than later. No doubt it will be necessary to
comment again on these principles in the days ahead for
the sake of further clarification, and be assured that I will
be eager to do so.
Above all, let us beg the Lord that divisions in our electorate will not be deepened so as to have a negative impact
on pre-existing divisions within the Church during this
electoral season. Let there be the peace and reconciliation that flow from charity on the part of all. Thank you for
reading this. God Bless each one of you! Praised be Jesus Christ!

I obviously didn’t choose the date for the announcement
of Paul Ryan’s Vice Presidential Candidacy and as I express my pride in him and in what he has accomplished, I

Bishop Robert C. Morlino, Catholic Herald,
Diocese of Madison, (Link)

Brown vs Gray (Helen Gurley and Nellie)
Fr Frank Pavone

Two women whose worldviews couldn’t have been more
divergent died just days apart, each leaving a dramatically
different imprint on American society. Both sought to protect women’s rights but were on opposite sides of a cultural battle that has shaped the past half-century. In the
Civil War, the two sides were symbolized by “The Blue”
and “The Gray.” The sides in today’s “civil war” could be
symbolized by “The Brown” and “The Gray.”
Helen Gurley Brown, writer of Sex and The Single Girl
and for 32 years the editor of Cosmopolitan magazine,
was in the vanguard of a movement that insisted women
would only achieve equality through “reproductive rights.”
What that meant was that women should be free to sleep
with whomever they desired with the inevitable conseSt Irenaeus says:
“The Church, spread throughout the whole world, received this preaching and this faith and now preserves
it carefully, dwelling as it were in one house.”
In Hungarian, the word for our Holy Church is “One
House” = “Egyhaz” (Egy = One, Haz = House). I had
never read anything anywhere (besides in Hungarian) in
which our Holy Church was referred to in this way until
reading your wonderful quote from St Irenaeus. Now the
Hungarian word means a great deal more to me, and I
will share the quote with other Hungarians.

quence of aborting unplanned children conceived along
the way.
Nellie Gray, a lawyer who walked away from a successful
career to found the March for Life, had a starkly different
view of women’s rights. To Gray, human rights could not
be broken down to their component parts. Everyone enjoyed the same right to life bestowed by the creator and
guaranteed by the Constitution. Abortion both broker
heart and steeled her resolve.
Both stood for human rights
The difference between “The Brown” and “The Gray,” was
not, however, what many would say it was, namely, that
“The Brown” stands for the women and “The Gray” stands
for the babies. The real difference is that “The Brown”
thinks you can separate the two and “The Gray” says you
can’t. Both claimed they were serving women.
Brown, and the movement she represented, believed that
women are served by more access to “services” such as
abortion, which frees them from the burden of carrying
and raising a child.
Gray, and the movement she represented, believed that
you can stand both for women and for the children in their
wombs, and that their destinies are intertwined: Loving
and serving either means loving and serving both.

Maria Meszaros, Detroit, from Into the Deep, July 2012
(Continued on next page)
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‘This is my body’
Ironically, the same four words became a rallying cry for
both women. The same simple words are spoken from
opposite ends of the universe, with meanings directly contrary to each other.
“This is my body” describes the pro-choice, pro-abortion
rights mentality in the most succinct way possible. I own
this body and all its potential. I decide whether the child
occupying space in my womb lives or dies. I answer to no
one but myself.
“This is My Body” meant something entirely different to
Gray, and to everyone involved in the anti-abortion work
and advocacy. Those were the sacrificial words spoken
by Jesus Christ.

But you don’t have to be Christian to understand Jesus’
message about love and selflessness. Christ teaches the
meaning of love: I sacrifice myself for the good of the
other person. Abortion teaches the opposite of love: I sacrifice the other person for the good of myself. Christ gives
his body away so others might live; abortion-rights supporters cling to their own bodies so others might die.
Abortion divides Americans more profoundly than any
other issue. Some say it is intractable. But maybe the reason is that we’re looking at it only as a battle to be won or
lost on the political front. This is a deeper spiritual battle,
perhaps embodied best by the very women who gave
their lives to these respective causes.
Father Frank Pavone is the national director of
Priests for Life. Article reprinted from
USA Today at Lifesite News (Link)

Your human vocation is a part of
your divine vocation
As Jesus, who is our Lord and Model, grows in and lives
as one of us, he reveals to us that human life - your life and its humdrum, ordinary business, have a meaning
which is divine, which belongs to eternity. (The Forge,
688) Christian faith and calling affect our whole existence, not just a part of it. Our relations with God necessarily demand giving ourselves, giving ourselves completely. The man of faith sees life, in all its dimensions,
from a new perspective: that which is given us by God.
You, who celebrate with me today this feast of St Joseph, are men who work in different human professions;
you have your own homes, you belong to so many different countries and have different languages. You have
been educated in lecture halls or in factories and offices.
You have worked in your profession for years, established professional and personal friendships with your
colleagues, helped to solve the problems of your companies and your communities.
Well then: I remind you once again that all this is not foreign to God’s plan. Your human vocation is a part — and
an important part — of your divine vocation. That is the
reason why you must strive for holiness, giving a particular character to your human personality, a style to your
life; contributing at the same time to the sanctification of
others, your fellow men; sanctifying your work and your
environment: the profession or job that fills your day,
your home and family and the country where you were
born and which you love. (Christ is passing by, 46)

The theme of this year’s Supreme Convention – Proclaim Liberty Throughout All the Land – evokes not only
the great biblical ideals of freedom and justice which
shaped the founding of the United States of America, but
also the responsibility of each new generation to preserve, defend and advance those great ideals in its own
day. At a time when concerted efforts are being made to
redefine and restrict the exercise of the right to religious
freedom, the Knights of Columbus have worked tirelessly
to help the Catholic community recognize and respond to
the unprecedented gravity of these new threats to the
Church’s liberty and public moral witness. By defending
the right of all religious believers, as individual citizens
and in their institutions, to work responsibly in shaping a
democratic society inspired by their deepest beliefs, values and aspirations, your Order has proudly lived up to
the high religious and patriotic principles which inspired
its founding.
Card. Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State From
the Vatican, to the Knights of Columbus (Link)

Quotes from St Jose Maria Escriva (Link)
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Additional Resources
Religious Liberty (USCCB links)


Religious Liberty at Home (Link)



News and Articles (Link)



HHS Mandate (Link)

Blessed Jane of Aza



Bishops Urge Congress to Act on Religious Liberty Crisis in Health Care Before Year’s End (Link)

If Dominicans refer to St. Dominic as “Our Holy Father
Dominic”, does that mean that we can refer to his mother,
Bl. Jane (12th century, feast – Aug. 2) as “Our Blessed
Grandmother Jane”? While that question doesn’t necessarily need to be answered, it does present some provoking thoughts. What reverence should Dominicans show to
the mother of St. Dominic? In a way, is she also responsible for bringing about the Order since she brought about
the founder?



The High Cost of “Free” Birth Control (Link)



First Amendment, Not about Pill, But Bill of
Rights (Link)



HHS Mandate Latest in Line of Religious
Crisis (Link)



Prayer Resources (Link)



The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

Bl. Jane is thought to have come from both noble and
saintly blood, possibly being related to both St. Louis the
King of France and St. Ferdinand of Spain. She married
an upstanding Christian man and gave birth to three men
who all became priests, including Bl. Mannes, one of the
first Dominicans. After her first two sons were born, she
went to the Monastery of Silos and prayed a novena to St.
Dominic of Silos. Toward the end of the novena, he appeared to her and told her that she would conceive a son
who would be a light of the Church and a terror of heretics.

- Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—Bob Curtis,
www.dominicus-shop.com

Soon after, this prophecy began to take shape. As Bl. Jordan tells us in his Libellus:
Before his mother conceived him, she saw in a vision
that she would bear in her womb a dog who, with a
burning torch in his mouth and leaping from her womb,
seemed to set the whole earth on fire. This was to signify that her child would be an eminent preacher who,
by ‘barking’ sacred knowledge, would rouse to vigilance
souls drowsy with sin, as well as scatter throughout the
world the fire which the Lord Jesus Christ came to cast
upon the earth.
While we cannot necessarily say that St. Dominic became
a saint and the founder of Dominicans because of his
mother, it is safe to suppose that his upbringing could not
have hurt. Bl. Jane’s example and the stories that Dominic probably heard about his mother’s visions could have
played an important role in helping him to become the
saintly preacher that the world now knows. Thus, it might
be fair to have a pious love for her, the grandmother of
the Dominican Order.

Truth Be Told 24

Our Blessed Grandmother Jane, pray for us.
O God, who didst wonderfully make known to Thy handmaid, Blessed Jane, the grace of the heavenly calling of
her son, Dominic, we beseech Thee that, imitating her
and her son thus foreshown to her, we may, by the loving
intercession of them both, receive everlasting rewards.
Through Christ our Lord.
Br Peter Martyr Yungwirth, OP, Dominicana (Link)
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Bllessed Catherine of Racconigi
Just as the Carmelites have their many famous Teresas
so too do the Dominicans have their Catherines: St. Catherine of Alexandria (by adoption as patroness of the Order), St. Catherine of Siena, St. Catherine de Ricci, Bl.
Catherine Jarrige, and Bl. Catherine of Racconigi (14861547, feast – September 4). Most of these Catherine’s
were espoused to the Lord. Many of them received
crowns of thorns. They all showed the greatness of God’s
grace to draw hearts close to Him.
Aside from being espoused to the Lord at the age of five
and aside from receiving the stigmata and a crown of
thorns, Bl. Catherine of Racconigi is a prime example of
Christ drawing hearts close to Him. Several times the
Lord appeared to her and took her heart so that He might
cleanse and beautify it. Moreover, as the tradition holds,
the words Jesu, spes mea–”Jesus, my hope!”–were inscribed on her heart in letters of gold.

Reparation—Part 2
B. John Storey, Layman, 1571
Tomb of the incorrupt
body of Bl. Catherine,
with the words Jesus
spes mea on the pillow under her body

Christ loves His virgin brides. The tokens that He has
given them, especially to the saintly Dominicans cloistered nuns and active sisters, shows that He desires nothing but union with souls. Sometimes this means sharing in
the hardships of His Passion. For Bl. Catherine, this
meant a life of destitute poverty, abandonment by many
friends at death, and even the challenge of being deprived of her confessor before she died. Yet, through it all,
her Hope–Christ the Lord, drew her to Himself, where she
is now in perfect happiness in heaven.
O Lord, our Hope, who didst enrich with an abundance of
celestial gifts the heart of Blessed Catherine, already filled
with Thee, grant, through the intercession of that glorious
Virgin, that He may be wholly fastened to our hearts, who
for our sakes was wholly fastened to the cross, Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Br Peter Martyr Yungwirth, OP, Dominicana (Link)
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IN order to root out once more the ancient Faith, Elizabeth inaugurated her reign by the Act of Conformity, and
this persecuting measure evolved the strongest protest
from B. John Storey, one of the very few Catholics now in
Parliament. Taunted in reply with his severity to heretics,
he only expressed his regret that he had not done more.
For refusing to go to the Protestant Church he was sent to
the Fleet, but escaped to Belgium, was naturalized as a
Spanish subject, and was appointed Searcher of Vessels
by the Duke of Alva. He was now much troubled lest by
his flight he had forfeited the Martyr s crown, but his fears
proved groundless. Entrapped on board an English vessel, he was conveyed to the Tower, racked, tortured, pestered by fanatical preachers, and grossly insulted by the
street rabble. He pleaded in vain that as a Spanish subject he was not subject to the jurisdiction of an English
court, and he refused to recognize an excommunicated
and deposed Queen. Though nigh seventy years old, he
bore unmoved his unjust trial, and endured with singular
courage an execution of exceptional brutality. It was his
constancy which animated the B. Campion to sacrifice
himself for the same cause.
Thou hast broken my bonds: I will sacrifice to Thee a sacrifice of praise. Ps. cxv. 16.
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THREE 15th c. BYZANTINE GREEK DOMINICANS:
THE BROTHERS CHRYSOBERGES: Maximos, Theodore, and Andrew
James Likoudis
The 15th century would see the labors of three brothers
who became Catholics together with their father. Maximos, Theodore, and Andrew Chrysoberges also became
Dominican Friar Preachers who were bi-lingual and accomplished theologians. They were the descendants of a
distinguished Byzantine Greek family that can be traced
to the 11th century, and which included a patriarch of Constantinople, Luke Chrysoberges. We do not know the details of their father's reconciliation with the Catholic
Church, but it is known that Maximos (and perhaps his
two brothers) was a disciple of Demetrios Kydones, the
brilliant man of letters, lay theologian and statesman at
the Imperial Court (serving three Emperors) who converted to the Catholic Church, soon surrounding himself
with a circle of admirers and others seeking the union of
the Byzantine and Roman Churches. It was Kydones who
would translate some of the works of St. Thomas Aquinas
and other Western theologians (St. Augustine, St.
Anselm, etc.) to show the proud Byzantines that the
Latins were not “ignorant barbarians” and that it was necessary for the Byzantines to have theological discussions
based on a more exact and accurate knowledge of the
Western theological tradition. It was Kydones' intellectual
circle of “latinophrones” (or Latin sympathizers and unionists) who were in intimate contact with the Dominican Friars at Galata-Pera in the Genoese quarter of Constantinople. It was they who prepared the way for Kydones' conversion and his bringing about the conversion of the Emperor John V (1369), and eventually the great reunion
Council of Ferrara-Florence (1439) in which Dominican
theologians such as Andrew Chrysoberges were to play
an important part.
The eldest brother Maximos (1387-1430) became a wellknown Dominican, taking the religious habit at the Monastery of Galata-Pera around 1390 and labored in Sicily and
Crete. He has left a brief treatise on the Procession of the
Holy Spirit (“Oration to the people of Crete”) after engaging in disputes with a leader of the Byzantine Greeks opposed to reunion, Joseph Bryennios. He denounced
those who refused the Primacy of the Pope. Maximos'
brother, Theodore, had distinguished himself as the major
superior of a branch of the Dominican order called the
“Society of Pilgrim Friars for Christ” with monasteries
scattered through the Aegean, the Danube, PolandLithuania, and Galicia (Ukraine). He was a spokesman for
the King of Poland, Ladislas Jagello, at the Council of
Constance, and encouraged efforts to further negotiations
with the Greeks for the reunion of the Churches. He was
rewarded with a canonry at Patras, and then made an
Inquisitor in Greece to deal with the heretical Franciscan
Fratricelli who had sought refuge there. He was elevated
to the see of Olena in the Peloponnese as its bishop, dying in 1429.

The youngest of the Chyrsoberges, Andrew, is the best
known of the three brothers. He not only was a participant
with Theodore at the Council of Constance, but was also
active at the Council of Basle where he gave a discourse
urging a Council to be held in Constantinople for the reunion of the Churches. Interestingly, Pope Martin V would
agree to such a Council though such a hope was dashed
by another Turkish siege of the Imperial capital. Andrew
would be rewarded by Pope Martin V for his many long
and difficult diplomatic labors and travels in the East and
Crimea by being appointed Archbishop of Rhodes. Andrew's many years of negotiations pressing for the reunion of the Churches would be realized when a party of
about 700 chosen Byzantine Greeks led by the Emperor
John VIII Paleologos responded to Papal overtures and
sailed to Italy to meet Pope Eugenius IV and the Latins in
an Ecumenical Council.
The Archbishop of Rhodes had a prominent role in the
public sessions held in Ferrara (the Council was inaugurated there on April 9, 1438 in the cathedral and in the
presence of Pope Eugenius IV). He was also actively involved in those that took place later when the Council was
transferred to Florence. He had been asked to return from
the East to participate in the Council as a specialist in
Greek patristics, and soon became involved in the Council's preliminaries which sought to determine how its sessions were to be organized and what issues were to be
debated. During three months of dispute concerning the
“Filioque” placed in the Latin text of the Creed (this was
one of the major “heresies” alleged by the Greeks), Andrew vigorously defended the licitness of the “Filioque”
clause confessing the Church's belief that the Holy Spirit
proceeded from the Father “and the Son”. He and the
other Latin theologians labored to convince the Greeks
that neither the addition of “Filioque” to the Creed nor the
doctrine expressed by it was in any way contrary to patristic tradition. That the development of doctrine concerning
the Holy Spirit was, in fact, intrinsically connected to the
Bishop of Rome's Primacy of universal authority is shown
in the following argumentation of the Archbishop of Rhodes. Typical of Dominican theologians since the 13th c.
was steadfast loyalty to the Pope. The 14th c. Friar
Preachers of Galata-Pera similarly and vigorously defended the divine Primacy of the Roman Pontiff against
dissenting Byzantines:
“But to prove that the Roman Church has authority
thus to develop the Symbol, for the present we will
bring forward only one Greek citation, whereby it shall
be shown that this throne of Peter has alone power of
developing the Faith; and moreover, that never have
the Gates of Hell, that is heresies, prevailed against it
nor even touched it...This Church, whose office it is to
Continued on next page)
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Three Dominicans
(Continued from previous page)

develop all truths of the Faith, has accepted this truth
[the Procession of the Holy Spirit from the Father and
the Son] as being necessary for men's salvation; for
without this truth, implicitly or explicitly received, it is
not possible that men's salvation can be attained:
therefore the Roman Church had both the power and
the obligation of doing what she did [viz., adding
“Filioque” to the Creed]. If therefore, oh Fathers, you
will agree with what we today have brought forward,
there will be no need of further investigation); but
shutting up our books, let us embrace this truth and
be united in the Church of God.” (Discourse of Andrew Chrysoberges, Greek Acts, session 7, at
Ferrara).
When the Union of Latins and Greeks was concluded at
the Council of Florence with Andrew Chrysoberges, the
Archbishop of Rhodes, one of its signatories, it was solemnly celebrated in the Cathedral of Florence July 6,
1439. This celebration was followed by discussions resulting in Union with the Armenians on November 22, 1439,
and then with the Copts and Ethiopians on February 4,
1442. The Dominican Preacher was transferred to the see
of Nicosia by Pope Nicholas V and sent as Apostolic legate to the Eastern Mediterranean to further the union with
Rome of the Maronite and Chaldean Christians in Cyprus.
Some of the latter resisted the Union and Andrew was
sent once again to the island to excommunicate the dissidents.
It was towards the end of 1439 that traveling in the East
Andrew Chrysoberges took occasion to visit the Venitian
colony of Modon in southern Greece and wrote an important “Dialogue Against Mark of Ephesus”, the Byzantine
Greek spokesman who had proved to be the most obstinate opponent of Reunion at the Council of Florence and
refused to sign the Decree of Union. On returning to Constantinople he fueled the nationalistic and chauvinistic
hatred of people against the Latin “azymite heretics”. In
his “Dialogue” the Dominican sought to refute the errors in
a Letter written by the Metropolitan of Ephesus to turn the
population of Modon (already a hotbed of constestation)
against the Union consummated at Florence. Chrysoberges treats of the usual Byzantine grievances: azymes
and other ritual matters, the procession of the Holy Spirit,
and the epiklesis (a prayer to the Holy Spirit considered
by some Byzantines to be necessary for the consecration
of the elements at the Divine Liturgy /Mass)”. These were
matters that were the subject of prolonged discussions
during the Council but the particular interest of the
“Dialogue” lies in the Dominican's vitriolic denunciation of
both Mark of Ephesus and the 14th c. Archbishop of Thessalonika, Gregory Palamas, as heretics. Gregory Palamas had not only sought to maintain the Schism
(regarding the Pope and Latins as heretics on the question of the Procession of the Holy Spirit) but was charged

with doctrinal innovation by opponents for positing a real
distinction between the essence of God and his
“uncreated divine energies”. This caused violent theological controversies disturbing both the ecclesiastical and
political peace of the Byzantine Empire. Despite Palamas' reputation as a mystical theologian and approval of
his teaching by three Byzantine synods (1341. 1345.
1347) , his doctrine was attacked by a number of intellectuals, both anti-unionists (such as Gregory Akyndinos and
Nicephoros Gregoras) and unionists such as Demetrios
Kydones and his brother, the monk Prochoros (whose
political and philosophical leanings were pro-Western).
Important Byzantine supporters of Palamas were the Emperor John Kantacuzenos and the monks of Mt. Athos.
The anti-Palamites held their own synods condemning
Palamas' innovations in doctrine. The Dominicans of Galata-Pera were also anti-Palamite and as good Thomists
defended a philosophical notion of the divine simplicity of
God which affirmed the perfect identity of the essence
and energy of God. The Anti-Palamites also held that
when the holy Fathers of the Church (to whom Palamas
appealed) spoke of operations and energies as distinct
from the essence of God, they were only thinking of created effects of the divine essence. Andrew Chrysoberges
had himself earlier entered the list of critics of Palamas
when he replied on the eve of the Council of Florence to
a query of Bessarion, the Metropolitan Bishop of Nicaea,
regarding God's essence and operation. He used a whole
battery of Thomistic arguments (quoting St. Thomas extensively) to demonstrate that Palamas' “divine energies”
could not be “theotetes” (divinities) as Palamas maintained but mere creatures, for the very concept of God as
simple essence does not admit of anything that is not of
the essence itself. Only God Himself, One and Tri-une, is
uncreated. Chrysoberges pressed the issue of the Greek
Church's variation in doctrine concerning the divine simplicity of God resulting from a number of synods astonishingly approving Palamas' doctrine:
“'The root of our difficulty is the question of divine essence and operation about which Your Reverence
knows that in our [Greek] Church a variety of answers
have been put forward, and it was stated and decreed
that the divine essence should be held to be distinct
from its divine operation...
Let us consider with reverence how that body of Christians can be and be called the Catholic and apostolic
Church which on the foremost article of the faith has
expressed itself contradictorily and has patently determined that everyone should express it in the same
way. How can such a Church urge and direct in the
name of the Author of truth, when it has itself taught
falsehood about Him? A contradiction cannot be truesuch is the common opinion of all men. There was a
(Continued on next page)
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Three Dominicans
(Continued from previous page)

time when our [Greek] Church used to say that there
was nothing uncreated except only the divinity in three
Persons:
all its perfections were identical with
that. Afterwards, and not very much later, persuaded
by I do not know what reasons, it decreed the opposite
and imposed a belief as it were a pillar of the faith,
declaring not only the Trinity uncreated but also a host
of some other kind of divinities. Since it has once fallen
from the truth, it seems that it is not the Church with
which Christ promised to abide to the consummation
of the world, for that abiding cannot be understood
otherwise than as its being preserved by Him always
on the foundation of truth. And again, since it has once
erred, now it is doubtful for us whether it abides in the
truth. I beg, most excellent Father, to hear from you on
this subject something new and striking and replete
with wisdom.” (quoted in Fr. Joseph Gill, S.J''s article
“The Sincerity of Bessarion the Unionist”; The Journal
of Theological Studies, October 1975). It is important
to note, however, that Gill mistakenly attributes the
doubts expressed in the above quote to Bessarion.
Fr. Gill went on to comment, “Whether Bessarion was
convinced by the reply cannot be said.” But events would
prove Bessarion to be a champion of Reunion at the

Council of Florence and an orator/theologian whose labors during the Council proved invaluable for its successful conclusion. As for Palamism, whether its major doctrinal negations (such as denial of the Beatific Vision to
the just in heaven) remain impediments to CatholicOrthodox reunion, they are matters for modern ecunenical
discussion. There is no question, however, that the Dominican Andrew Chyrsoberges in his “Dialogue with Mark
of Ephesus” and “Letter to Bessarion” did not hesitate to
charge Palamite theology with seriously contradicting
Catholic teachings.
Andrew Chrysoberges died in 1451 leaving behind a
reputation of being consumed with the desire to reconcile
separated Christians with the Universal Church headed
by the Successor of Peter. He was an intrepid defender of
Papal prerogatives during the troubles encountered in the
Councils of Constance and Basle, and a principal actor in
bringing about the Union of the Byzantine Greeks at the
Ecumenical Council of Florence.
A copy of “Ending the Byzantine Greek Schism” containing the Letter of John de Fontibus, O.P., is available from
James Likoudis, P.O. Box 852, Montour Falls, NY 14865

St Peter Martyr Water
V: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
R: Who made heaven and earth.
V: The Lord be with you.
R: And with your spirit.
Let us pray.
God, who for man’s salvation instituted the most wonderful mysteries in the
element of water, hearken to our prayer, and pour forth your blessing + on this
element, water, which we now make holy in the name of St. Peter the Martyr.
By the intercession of this martyr of yours let it prove a salutary remedy for your
faithful, driving out evil spirits and warding off illness and suffering of body and
spirit. May all who drink of it or are sprinkled with it be delivered from every affliction of body and soul and regain health in their whole being; through Christ
our Lord.
R: Amen.
Let us pray.
Almighty everlasting God, we humbly appeal to your mercy and goodness to
graciously bless + by your indescribable power these your faithful people, who
come to venerate the relics of St. Peter Martyr and beg his intercession. Delivered by your martyr’s prayers from every affliction of mind and body, protected
by your mercy here and everywhere, and saved by your grace, may they deserve, after this life has run its course, to attain the joys that are unending;
through Christ our Lord.
R: Amen.
From the Province of St Joseph (Link)
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Pelagius and Parents
Br Peter Martyr Joseph Yungwirth, OP

The Presentation of the Virgin, Philippe de Champaigne
There is a question that priests and religious commonly
hear: How do I make sure my kids won’t leave the
Church? Many young adults who were raised Catholic
haven’t passed through the church door in years, and
many parents of young children fear this could happen to
their own. There can be all sorts of reasons why a young
adult has left the faith, and there isn’t one simple solution
to what parents can do to protect their own children. In
the end, the answers boil down to God’s grace. Without it,
there’s nothing that we can do that will protect the future
generation of Catholics. But with God’s grace, our prayers
and example help ensure that they maintain a living faith.
By accepting the primacy of grace, we avoid Pelagian
perspectives on parenting. Pelagianism holds that we can
achieve salvation by our own works, apart from God’s
grace. Typically, when discussing Pelagianism, theologians refer to a person bringing about his own salvation.
Yet, the same idea can be applied to trying to bring about
the salvation of others. From a Pelagian perspective, parents would simply do good work after good work (and
have their children do the same) and pound the teachings
of the Church into those young minds. But apart from
grace, no amount of good works can make someone remain faithful, and no amount information can replace
grace—that’s just not how it works. Yet, when God’s
grace is present a good and holy Christian life is a great
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help in the process; prayers offered in charity can have a
profound effect, and instruction in the faith can form
young minds into receptacles of Divine Truth.
Today’s saints exemplify this reality, although from a
slightly different perspective. Saints Anne and Joachim
raised the Blessed Virgin Mary. With God’s grace, not
only were they able to raise her from infancy in a way that
helped her remain “holy and without blemish” (Eph 1:4),
but they were able to entrust her upbringing to God’s
grace: As the tradition has it, they presented her into the
Temple at a young age. By grace, they turned her over
into His hands so that, in turn, His grace could protect her
and deepen her sanctity. In other words, the act of presenting Mary in the Temple is a beautiful example of accepting the place of grace in the development of the spiritual life.
When it comes to parenting, while there is no mathematical equation—“Do this + don’t do that = your child will remain faithful”—there is an abiding consolation: God’s
grace. In His providence, some remain faithful, and others
take the long road back to the Church after having left.
Yet, divine providence orders all things sweetly, and
some spiritual sweat and tears might be part of the plan to
help young members of the Church remain faithful.
Dominicana Blog (Link)
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Salt Lake City Lay Dominicans Profess Vows
Marie Mischel, Intermountain Catholic

One of the chapter’s newest members is Danny
Schoenfeld, who was received on Aug. 12 along with Antonella Kelly and Erich Mille. Schoenfeld, who is married
with an 18-month-old child, first inquired about the Lay
Dominicans about the time his son was born. "It just fit
into my faith life," he said. "It means to me just living my
faith a little bit more – not just coming to church on Sunday from 10:45 to 12 o’clock. It’s being an example of
Christ in your daily life to the people around you."
The two members making temporary professions were
Karen Kelly and Barbara Bannon, who is the chapter’s
formation director.

Beth Schrock (kneeling) makes her life profession to the Lay
Dominicans during Mass at Saint Catherine of Siena/Newman
Center on Aug. 12.photo/Marie Mischel

On a Sunday during which Saint Catherine of Siena/
Newman Center celebrated the feast day of Saint Dominic, the parish also welcomed three members into their
chapter of Lay Dominicans and saw two others make
temporary professions. In addition, Beth Schrock made
her life profession to the Lay Dominicans.
Lay Dominicans have been part of the Order of Preachers
since it was founded by St. Dominic Guzman in 1217.
These lay men and women commit to the order’s four
charisms: apostolic works, community life, prayer and
study.
"We’re people who live the life of the Dominican Order,"
said Paul H. White, moderator of the Lay Dominicans, St.
Catherine of Siena Chapter. "We try, to the best of our
ability ... to live our daily lives as we are part of the Dominican family."
That means attending Mass regularly, praying the Divine
Office and the rosary, abstaining from meat on Fridays
throughout the year and observing specific fast days.
They also gather at least monthly for a chapter meeting
and commit to ongoing faith formation.
"We preach through our apostolic works," said White, a
professor at the University of Utah who became involved
with the Lay Dominicans in 1995. "One of the things I love
about our chapter, our community, is that we are very different. We’re quite diverse in opinions, in age, in outlooks
and experience, but that’s our common bond."
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"Here at the Newman Center our community of Lay Dominicans is a close community and it’s a wonderful support system," Bannon said. "If you ever need help from
somebody, they’re there, but also in terms of your prayer
life it’s very supportive in that way, too."
Deepening her prayer life was the primary reason Bannon
joined the chapter four years ago, she said. She was involved with the parish’s social services, but "I’m a Martha
rather than a Mary, [and] I felt ill at ease with my prayer
life."
The Lay Dominicans start their meetings with Evening
Prayer and end with Night Prayer, which helped her get
into the practice of prayer, she said. One thing she particularly likes is what she sees as the flexibility in the Lay
Dominican rule: "You do what you feel you can do in
terms of praying and good works and study.... I wasn’t
going to feel pressure that I wasn’t living up to something."
Eight years after inquiring into the Lay Dominicans, Beth
Schrock made her life profession. "I’m quite thrilled about
it," she said, adding that she has learned a lot about the
Catholic Church during her studies. In addition, "I feel the
graces of God from being a Dominican.... My Dominican
family prays for me all the time and I really hear those
prayers. It’s also brought me a number of good friends
that I would never have met because we just don’t go in
the same circles."
Inquirers are welcome at the monthly meetings of the St.
Catherine of Siena Chapter of the Lay Dominicans. For
information, contact Paul H. White, 801-673-2450, paulzilwhite@gmail.com, or Barbara Bannon, 801-583-4289,
bbannon@xmission.com.
Marie Mischel. Reprinted from the Intermountain Catholic,
a publication of the Diocese of Salt Lake City (Link)
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From the Chapters
St Dominica, Benicia
The Chapter decided to redo our recent election because
we found that we had violated the statutes in the Particular Directory. We elected two members in Temporary Profession when we had Life Professed members available.
We made our mistake because we did not consult our
Directory and our memories became fuzzy. It was rather
painful to take a position away from innocent people, and
a rather painful embarrassment for the whole group to
come to grips with our mistake, but we did what we
thought was right, and the Lord gave us his peace, especially at the end. We will study our directory through the
next three years. The Directory is what makes us Dominicans is the form of our relationship to the Order; if we
promise to live by it we have the duty to do what we
promised. God loves obedience and hates disobedience.
We wanted his blessing. When we decided to obey our
rules, we reaffirmed our intention to be part of the Dominican Order, not the Dominican disorder.
We also had to replace our Treasurer who could not continue her term due to family matters. Our new officers are
Rosa Sanchez, Sub-Prioress, Remedios Aventino, Secretary, and Ellen Lohmier, Treasurer.
Roger Vignocchi
St. Andrew, Riverside
The St. Andrew Chapter will have its annual retreat at
Prince of Peace Bendictine Abbey in Oceanside, from
October 12-14, 2012. We are delighted to have as our
retreat master, Fr Antoninus Wall, OP! We ask your
prayers for the success of this endeavor.

Holy Trinity, Phoenix
On Saturday August 11, the Chapter held its ceremony
for First Professions. The ceremony was held at the Vietnamese Martyrs Church in Phoenix. Fr Thich OP, a Vietnamese Dominican celebrated the mass. Sr Patt Smith,
OP officiated during the profession ceremony. Some
members of the Mary Magdalene Chapter from Tempe
joined us for our celebration.
Ms. Beatriz Acuna, OP; Ms. Claudia Jones-Ledezma,
OP; and Ms. Kimberly Zeeman, OP each made their
temporary promises for one year. Ms. Vicki Titus-Duvio,
OP made her temporary promises for two years. We
have had the chance to get to know these four women
during their formation, and we are all looking forward to
having them join us for our regular chapter meetings.
Mr Brian White OP

Fraternally in JMJD,
Mr. William Rabalais, O.P.
St Mary Magdalene, Tempe
The chapter has enjoyed smaller gatherings to celebrate
St. Mary Magdalene and St. Dominic this summer. The
Council is planning for Chapter Formation beginning in
September.
Members of the chapter will join Holy Trinity Chapter in
Phoenix for their professions.
Mary Hutchinson

(Continued on next page)
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From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

Holy Rosary, Portland
We had Reception and Profession on Aug. 8, the Feast of
St. Dominic, at the 5:30 p.m. Mass at Holy Rosary.
Julieanne Underko was received. Phil Paul made profession for 3 years and Barbara Pommier made life profession. We held a reception afterward in Siena Hall.
Suffrages for Deceased Dominican Benefactors will be
September 5. The chapter will gather on the following
Saturday, which is our custom, for 8:00 a.m. Mass followed by the Rosary and Office for the Dead.
We are beginning a new series of study on the gift and
virtue of faith for ongoing formation since Pope Benedict
XVI has declared this the "Year of Faith." Sandy Miller is
leading the discussions and bringing in a variety of materials to support this study.
Plans are under way for holding our September meeting
at Becky Lewis's house, which has been mostly rebuilt
after a devastating fire that occurred over a year ago,
Ms Roberta Powell, OP
St Dominic, Eagle Rock
Instead of our regular August meeting, the St. Dominic's
Chapter celebrated the feast of Holy Father, Dominic, with
the parish church community at which we hold our meetings. At our July meeting, we corrected some irregularities
in our election of June, as reported in our last article. We
look forward to our next meeting on September 16.
Remi Aventino

Bl Margaret of Castello, Boise
In June the Chapter held a special retreat. It started on
Friday evening with the funeral of our prioress, Kathleen
Schuck. On Saturday, Fr Vincent Kelber OP gave several talks on the theme of Holy Obedience. He later concelebrated the 5PM parish mass with Fr Francisco Flores,
our pastor at Our Lady of the Valley, Caldwell, where we
hold chapter meetings. After mass the chapter retired to a
local eatery for a delightful repast, and from there went to
our Chapter House in Homedale, were a grand evening
was had by all with much stargazing and enjoying the
clear evening air. On Sunday morning Father Vincent offered mass in the Dominican Rite, before departing in the
afternoon to drive back to Portland.

In early July, Fr Anthony Rosevear OP with 5 novices
stopped for the night in Emmett Idaho, where the parents
of Fr Boniface Willard OP, hosted a back yard BBQ.
This afforded an opportunity for some of the chapter
members to meet the Novices, as well as being a delightful evening! We hope that Father will make a stop in
Idaho a regular part of the novice tour, and extend our
invitation to host the group.
The July meeting was our eighth annual Mary Magdalene
retreat. This year was a little different, as we also had the
inurnment of the cremains of our departed prioress, Kathleen Schuck, in our private Dominican cemetery. We
invited Fr Arnold Miller, Parochial vicar at Our Lady of the
Valley, to officiate as well as give us a presentation on
Mary Magdalene. The evening began with a simple potluck supper, presentation, inurnment, and then mass followed by adoration all night. In the morning, after closing
adoration and breakfast, we elected Paul O’leary to the
vacant council position, confirmed subprioress Carolyn
Reese as prioress, and elected Anita Moore as subprioress. We had further presentations from Prioress Carolyn
Reese and John Keenan, and closed out the retreat after
lunch.
In late July, the chapter’s Gregorian Chant schola and
several members traveled to St Bernard, Jordan Valley, to
sing and assist at a missa cantata in the extraordinary
form for Fr Joseph Levine of the diocese of Baker City.
We will miss Fr Levine, but are pleased for him on his
transfer to The Dalles.
On August 8, the chapter met to celebrate the feast of St
Dominic at Sacred Heart Parish. We closed Adoration
with Evening Prayer and Night Prayer, and then retired for
a repast at a local eatery.
The August meeting had to be moved because of a parish
activity which pre-empted our normal meeting room. Consequently the chapter met at the Nazareth Retreat Center, a wonderful dioscesan facility. The presentations
continued the theme of obedience. Otolia Chodynicka
gave a presentation about the Odrowacz brothers, St
Hyacinth and Blessed Ceslaus, early friars who received
the habit from St Dominic. She also gave a fascinating
presentation about Franciszek Gajowniczek, the stranger
whose place St Maximillian Kolbe took in the Auschwitz
death camp. Franciszek is a relative of Otolia, so the ‘rest
of the story’ was both personal and moving.
We also were able to webcast our August meeting.
Tomas Rochford of Mossleigh, Alberta, our distance inquirer, was able to “attend”.
Mark Gross
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So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of
Wisdom in souls.
The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

Mary, our mother

“Frequently he made a special personal petition that God would deign to grant him a genuine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining
the salvation of men. For he believed that only
then would he be truly a member of Christ,
when he had given himself totally for the salvation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Savior of all, had offered himself completely for
our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy
period of careful and provident planning, he
founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”
Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

And mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,
Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,
Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,
Let those who have drifted
Hear your call,
And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!
Pope John Paul II

Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com
3337 S. Minuteman Pl.
Boise, ID 83706


Please notify by email if you would like to
be added to the regular emailing list.

There is no subscription fee.
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter). Deadline for
contributions is one week before the end of the month
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).
Editor – Mark Gross

Let us, then, not light the lamp by
contemplation and action, only to put
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean,
which is the enlightening word of
knowledge - lest we be condemned
for restricting by the letter the incomprehensible power of wisdom. Rather
let us place it upon the lampstand of
holy Church, on the heights of true
contemplation, where it may kindle
for all men the light of divine teaching.
-St. Maximus the Confessor
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Submissions to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in particular presentations made at chapter meetings. We cannot guarantee that all will be published,
and we reserve the right to edit submissions. The purpose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for proclaiming the Good
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St.
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.
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