
(Continued on page 2)

The Light
Holy Father Francis

“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena

Humility, meekness, love and the experience of 
the Cross are the means with which the Lord 
defeats evil. And the light that Jesus brought 
into the world dispels the blindness of human 
beings who are all too often dazzled by the 
false light of the world that is brighter but mis-
leading. It is up to us to discern which light 
comes from God. This is the essence of the 
reflection given by Pope Francis this morning, 
Tuesday, 3 September, at the Mass he cele-
brated in the Chapel of the Domus Sanctae 
Marthae.

Commenting on the First Reading, the Holy 
Father reflected on the “beautiful words” that St 
Paul addressed to the Thessalonians: “You are 
not in darkness, brethren... you are all sons of 
light and sons of the day; we are not of the 
night or of darkness” (1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11). 
What the Apostle wanted to say is clear, the 
Pope said: “the Christian identity is an identity 
of light, not darkness. And Jesus brought this 
light into the world. “St John”, Pope Francis 
explained, “tells us in the first chapter of his 
Gospel: ‘the true light’, he, Jesus... ‘was com-
ing into the world’”. A light that “was not liked 
by the world”, but that nevertheless “saves us 
from the darkness, from the shadows of sin”. 
Today, the Pope continued, people think it is 
possible to obtain this light that bursts through 
the darkness by means of a great many scien-
tific discoveries and other human inventions, 
thanks to which “everything may be known, we 
can possess knowledge of everything”. But “the 
light of Jesus”, Pope Francis warned, “is some-
thing else. It is not a light of ignorance, no, no! 
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power described in the Gos-
pel passage of today’s liturgy 
in which Luke recounts the 
episode, in Capernaum, of 
chasing the demon out of the 
man possessed (cf. Lk 4:31-
37). “The people”, the Pope 
underscored commenting on 
the Reading, “was overcome 
by fear and, the Gospel 
says, wondered: ‘what is this 
word? For with authority and 
power he commands the 
unclean spirits, and they 
come out’. Jesus had no 
need of an army to chase 
out demons, he had no need 
of pride, he had no need of 

force or arrogance”. What is this word “that commands 
unclean spirits with authority and power and they come 
out?”, the Pope asked himself. “It is a word”, was his an-
swer, “ that is humble, meek and spoken with such great 
love”. It is a word that accompanies us in moments of suf-
fering, that brings us close to the Cross of Christ. “Let us 
ask the Lord”, was Pope Francis’ concluding exhortation, 
“that he give us today the grace of his light and teach us 
to distinguish when the light is his light and when it is an 
artificial light fabricated by the enemy to deceive us”.

Pope Francis, Homily of September 4, 2013, 
Sanctae Martae (Link)

It is a light of knowledge, of 
wisdom. However is is 
something else. The light 
that the world offers us is an 
artificial light. It may be a 
strong light, stronger than 
Jesus’, don’t you think? As 
bright as a firework, as the 
flash used in photography. 
However Jesus’ light is a 
gentle light, a quiet light, a 
light of peace. It is like the 
light of Christmas Night: with 
no pretensions. That is how 
it is: it offers itself and gives 
peace. The light of Jesus is 
not ostentatious; it is a light 
that glows from the heart. It 
is true that the devil, and St Paul says so, very often 
comes dressed up as an angel of light. He likes to imitate 
the light of Jesus. He makes himself seem good and 
speaks to us like that, calmly, just as Jesus spoke after 
his fast in the wilderness: ‘if you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down’ from the temple! Make a show of it! 
And he says so in a manner that is tranquil”, and hence 
deceptive.

For this reason Pope Francis recommended that we “ask 
the Lord insistently for the wisdom of discernment in order 
to recognize when it is Jesus who gives us light and when 
it is the devil himself, disguised as an angel of light. How 
many believe they live in light but they are in darkness 
and are unaware of it!”.

However what is the light that Jesus give us like? “We 
can recognize it”, the Holy Father explained, “because it 
is a humble light. It is not a light that imposes itself, it is 
humble. It is a meek light, with the power of meekness. It 
is a light that speaks to the heart and is also a light that 
offers the Cross. If we are meek in our inner light, we hear 
the voice of Jesus in our heart and look fearlessly at the 
Cross in the light of Jesus”. If, however, on the contrary 
we let ourselves be dazzled by a light that makes us feel 
safe and proud, and that brings us to look at others dis-
dainfully, to look down on them with arrogance, we are 
certainly not in the presence of “the light of Jesus”. On the 
contrary it is “a light of the devil disguised as Jesus”, the 
Bishop of Rome said, “as an angel of, light. We must al-
ways make the distinction: where Jesus is there is always 
humility, meekness, love and the Cross. Indeed we shall 
never find Jesus without humility, without meekness, with-
out love and without the Cross. He took this pathway of 
light first. We must follow behind him without fear”, for 
“Jesus has the power and authority to give us this light”. A 

Jorge Mario Bergoglio, Pope Francis, at the El Salvador school, where 
he taught literature and psychology in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1966. 

AP Photo/El Salvador School. (Link)

http://www.news.va/en/news/a-gentle-humble-light-full-of-love
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/newsdesk/2013/03/portraits-of-the-popes-as-young-men.html#lide_ss_0=1
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Praised be Jesus

The Catholic Church has once again proved to be the 
voice of wisdom and reason in world affairs.  Pope Fran-
cis has demonstrated true leadership in dealing with the 
crisis in Syria.  He has shown himself to be a man of 
prayer and action.

Upon learning of the United States and France’s initiative 
to carry out a military strike in Syria, Pope Francis called 
for a day of prayer and fasting. During a five-hour evening 
prayer service in St. Peter’s Square, Pope Francis spoke 
to the 100,000 people gathered there, on the futility of 
war.  “How many conflicts, how many wars have mocked 
our history?” he asked the faithful. “Even today we raise 
our hand against our brother…We have perfected our 
weapons, our conscience has fallen asleep, and we have 
sharpened our ideas to justify ourselves as if it were nor-
mal we continue to sow destruction, pain, death. Violence 
and war lead only to death.”  

The crowd hung on his every word, as did millions of oth-
ers around the world. He spoke with determination and a 
heavy heart. “Can we get out of this spiral of sorrow and 
death? Can we learn once again to walk and live in the 
ways of peace?  Invoking the help of God under the ma-
ternal gaze of the Salus Populi Romani, the Queen of 
Peace, I say yes it is possible for everyone. From every 
corner of the world tonight, I would like to hear us cry out: 
Yes, it is possible for everyone!” 

The Holy Father led the Rosary, meditation, and Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament. Pope Francis also invited 
50 priests hear confessions along Bernini’s columns that 
evening stating, “Peace begins with a heart reconciled to 
God”.

In addition to this historic prayer service, the Holy Father 
also took worldly action.  He personally wrote a letter to 
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin – as host of the G20 
Summit meeting – imploring the heads of state to rethink 
military action.  He writes:

"In the course of this year, you have the honor and the 
responsibility of presiding over the Group of the twenty 
largest economies in the world. However, the world 
economy will only develop if it allows a dignified way of 
life for all human beings, from the eldest to the unborn 
child, not just for citizens of the G20 member states but 
for every inhabitant of the earth, even those in extreme 
social situations or in the remotest places. 

From this standpoint, it is clear that, for the world’s 
peoples, armed conflicts are always a deliberate nega-
tion of international harmony, and create profound divi-
sions and deep wounds which require many years to 
heal. Wars are a concrete refusal to pursue the great 
economic and social goals that the international com-
munity has set itself, as seen, for example, in the Mil-

lennium Development Goals. Unfortunately, the many 
armed conflicts which continue to afflict the world today 
present us daily with dramatic images of misery, hun-
ger, illness and death. Without peace, there can be no 
form of economic development. Violence never begets 
peace, the necessary condition for development. 

The meeting of the Heads of State and Government of 
the twenty most powerful economies, with two-thirds of 
the world’s population and ninety per cent of global 
GDP, does not have international security as its princi-
pal purpose. Nevertheless, the meeting will surely not 
forget the situation in the Middle East and particularly 
in Syria. It is regrettable that, from the very beginning 
of the conflict in Syria, one-sided interests have pre-
vailed and in fact hindered the search for a solution 
that would have avoided the senseless massacre now 
unfolding. The leaders of the G20 cannot remain indif-
ferent to the dramatic situation of the beloved Syrian 
people which has lasted far too long, and even risks 
bringing greater suffering to a region bitterly tested by 
strife and needful of peace. To the leaders present, to 
each and every one, I make a heartfelt appeal for them 
to help find ways to overcome the conflicting positions 
and to lay aside the futile pursuit of a military solution. 
Rather, let there be a renewed commitment to seek, 
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with courage and determination, a peaceful solution 
through dialogue and negotiation of the parties, unani-
mously supported by the international community. 
Moreover, all governments have the moral duty to do 
everything possible to ensure humanitarian assistance 
to those suffering because of the conflict, both within 
and beyond the country’s borders. 

Mr President, in the hope that these thoughts may be a 
valid spiritual contribution to your meeting, I pray for 
the successful outcome of the G20’s work on this oc-
casion. I invoke an abundance of blessings upon the 
Summit in Saint Petersburg, upon the participants and 
the citizens of the member states, and upon the work 
and efforts of the 2013 Russian Presidency of the G20. 
While requesting your prayers, I take this opportunity 
to assure you, Mr President, of my highest considera-
tion." 

President Putin is opposed to a military strike in Syria.  
Whether the other leaders follow suit, remains to be seen.  
Nevertheless, the Holy Father has had a huge impact on 
the world.  Many hearts were moved at his cry for peace.

This isn’t the first time a Pope has made an impact in the 
quest for peace.  In recent years we have seen Bl. Pope 
John Paul II change the course of history.  The images of 
John Paul II rallying his native homeland in solidarity are 

Praised be Jesus
(Continued from previous page)

etched in our minds.  In previous years, Pope Pius XI 
stood up against the Nazi regime.  Hermann Goring –
second in command in Germany – writes to an official 
about their meeting: “You know that I’ve never in my life 
lacked courage; but before that little figure robed in white, 
I felt afraid as never before”. Cardinal Pacelli also spoke 
out against the regime. In a speech at Lourdes, the future 
Pius XII stated that the Nazis "are in reality only miserable 
plagiarists who dress up old errors with new tinsel”. (The 
White House apparently has left over tinsel from their 
“Holiday Tree”).

As Dominicans, we are called to support the Holy Father’s 
intentions. As St. Thomas More said; “I am the king’s 
good servant, but God’s first”. It also behooves us to imi-
tate Pope Francis’ actions as they are wonderful exam-
ples of our spirituality – prayer and preaching.

From Pope Leo the Greats’ diplomatic victory over Attila 
the Hun in the third century, to Pope Francis’ appeal for 
peace in the twenty first century, the Catholic Church con-
tinues to be the voice of reason.  The Holy Father, truly is, 
sweet Christ on earth.

In Jesus and St. Dominic,

Denise Harvey
Vice President Western Province



Truth Be Told 30                                                Page 5                                                  Sep-Oct 2013

The picture below is from Fr John Speakman of Australia, 
whose writings I’ve used in previous issues of Truth Be 
Told. 

Which of course, brings to mind the image which is dear 
to us all, Jesus the Good Shepherd.

Some time back, an Air Force pilot pointed out that flying 
close to the deck in Afghanistan and Iraq, you can always 
tell what kind of animals you are coming up on. A flock of 
goats scatters in every direction in response to the noise 
of the aircraft, whereas the sheep all run to the shepherd; 
so before you are even close, you know what kind of ani-
mals the flock is made of.

The scriptures make explicit reference of the assistant 
that the shepherd has, the dog. Now the dogs' job is not 
just to herd the sheep, but to bark when the wolf comes, 
and to defend the sheep and the shepherd, even at the 
cost of their own lives. It is worth noting in this context 
that the dog has always been associated with St. Domi-
nic, appearing in art at his side; and the word 
"Dominicans" being in part a play on the words Domini 
canus - God's dogs.

Isaiah says of the silent dog: His watchmen are all blind, 
they are all ignorant: dumb dogs not able to bark, seeing 
vain things, sleeping and loving dreams. And most impu-

dent dogs, they never had enough: (Is 56:10-11a)

Now most of us don't like the incessant barking of yappy 
dogs, but in my case, thank you for indulging me for six 
years. Yes, this issue marks the end of sixth year of publi-
cation. I couldn’t put out Truth Be Told without all the fine 
contributions I receive. I’d also like to acknowledge those 
readers who write personal notes and send prayers and 
encouragement—it makes all the difference and is very 
appreciated.

I have read on numerous occasions that the Holy Father’s 
favorite book is Robert Hugh Benson’s “Lord of the 
World,” a book I just finished.  Very disturbing in its pro-
phetic aspects, particularly his clear insight into the “new 
cosmology” movement, which he clearly foresaw from the 
perspective of 1907!

As I write today, on the vigil of the Birth of Mary, I hope 
our hearts are united with our Holy Father Francis in a 
united effort to storm heaven for the sake of our brethren 
in Syria, and in all places where armed conflict and perse-
cution is decimating Christian populations. In  the face of 
the world’s extremely threatening noise, I hope we are 
like sheep, converging on our Shepherd in the Lord.

Mark Gross
Editor

From the Editor

The aim of totalitarian education has never been to instill 
convictions but to destroy the capacity to form any.

Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism
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The list of Christian churches, schools, institutions, shops 
torched by the Muslim Brotherhood in the last three days.

The following list of 58 looted and burned buildings (including 
convents and schools) has been verified by representatives of 
the Christian Churches.

Catholic churches and convents

1. Franciscan church and school (road 23) - burned (Suez) 
2. Monastery of the Holy Shepherd and hospital - burned 

(Suez) 
3. Church of the Good Shepherd, Monastery of the Good 

Shepherd - burned in molotov attack (Asuit) 
4. Coptic Catholic Church of St. George - burned (Minya, Up-

per Egypt) 
5. Church of the Jesuits - burned (Minya, Upper Egypt) 
6. Fatima Basilica - attacked - Heliopolis 
7. Coptic Catholic Church of St. Mark - burned (Minya - Upper 

Egypt) 
8. Franciscan convent (Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary) - burned (Beni Suef, Upper Egypt) 
9. Church of St. Teresa - burned (Asuit, Upper Egypt) 
10. Franciscan Church and School - burned (Asuit, Upper 

Egypt) 
11. Convent of St Joseph and school - burned (Minya, Upper 

Egypt) 
12. Coptic Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart - torched 

(Minya, Upper Egypt) 
13. Convent of the Sisters of Saint Mary - attacked (Cairo) 
14. School of the Holy Shepherd - attacked (Minya, Upper 

Egypt)

Orthodox and Evangelical Churches 
1. Anglican Church of St. Saviour - burned (Suez) 
2. Evangelical Church of St Michael - surrounded and sacked 

(Asuit, Upper Egypt) 
3. Coptic Orthodox Church of St. George - Burned (Minya, 

Upper Egypt) 
4. Church of Al-Esla - burned (Asuit, Upper Egypt) 
5. Adventist Church - burned, the pastor and his wife ab-

ducted (Asuit, Upper Egypt) 
6. Church of the Apostles - burned (Asuit, Upper Egypt) 
7. Church of the Holy renewal - burned (Asuit, Upper Egypt) 
8. Diocesan Centre Coptic Orthodox Qusiya - burned (Asuit, 

Upper Egypt) 
9. Church of St. George - burned (Arish, North Egypt) 
10. Church of St. George in al-Wasta - burned (Beni Suef, Up-

per Egypt) 
11. Church of the Virgin Mary - attacked (Maadi, Cairo) 

The List of Christian Churches, Schools, Institutions, Shops Torched by the 
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt

(Continued on next page)
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12. Church of the Virgin Mary -
attacked (Mostorod, Cairo) 

13. Coptic Orthodox Church of 
St. George - attacked 
(Helwan, Cairo) 

14. Church of St. Mary of El Na-
ziah - burned (Fayoum, Up-
per Egypt) 

15. Church of Santa Damiana -
sacked and burned (Fayoum, 
Upper Egypt) 

16. Church of St. Theodore -
burned (Fayoum, Upper 
Egypt) 

17. Evangelical Church of al-
Zorby - Sacked and de-
stroyed (Fayoum, Upper 
Egypt) 

18. Church of St. Joseph -
burned (Fayoum, Upper 
Egypt) 

19. Franciscan School - burned 
(Fayoum, Upper Egypt) 

20. Coptic Orthodox Diocesan Center of St. Paul - burned 
(Gharbiya, Delta) 

21. Coptic Orthodox Church of St. Anthony - burned (Giza) 
22. Coptic Church of St. George - burned (Atfeeh, Giza) 
23. Church of the Virgin Mary and father Abraham - burned 

(Delga, Deir Mawas, Minya, Upper Egypt) 
24. Church of St. Mina Abu Hilal Kebly - burned (Minya, Upper 

Egypt) 
25. Baptist Church in Beni Mazar - burned (Minya, Upper 

Egypt) 
26. Church of Amir Tawadros - burned (Minya, Upper Egypt) 
27. Evangelical Church - burned (Minya, Upper Egypt) 
28. Church of Anba Moussa al-Aswad- burned (Minya, Upper 

Egypt) 
29. Church of the Apostles - burned (Minya, Upper Egypt) 
30. Church of St Mary - arson attempt (Qena, Upper Egypt) 
31. Coptic Church of St. George - burned (Sohag, Upper Egypt) 
32. Church of Santa Damiana - Attacked and burned (Sohag, 

Upper Egypt) 
33. Church of the Virgin Mary - burned (Sohag, Upper Egypt) 
34. Church of St. Mark and community center - burned (Sohag, 

Upper Egypt) 
35. Church of Anba Abram - destroyed and burned (Sohag, 

Upper Egypt) 

Christian institutions 

1. House of Fr. Angelos (pastor of the church of the Virgin 
Mary and Father Abraham) - burned (Minya, Upper Egypt) 

2. Properties and shops of Christians - Burnt (Arish, North 
Egypt) 

3. 17 Christian homes attacked and looted (Minya, Upper 
Egypt) 

4. Christian homes - Attach (Asuit, Upper Egypt) 
5. Offices of the Evangelical Foundation - burned (Minya, Up-

per Egypt) 
6. Stores, pharmacies, hotels owned by Christians - attacked 

and looted (Luxor, Upper Egypt) 
7. Library of the Bible Society - burned (Cairo) 
8. Bible Society - burned (Fayoum, Upper Egypt) 
9. Bible Society- burned (Asuit, North Egypt). 

Burned buildings owned by Christians 

1. 58 houses.
2. 85 shops.
3. 16 pharmacies.
4.   3 hotels (Upper Egypt)
5. 75 buses and cars.

7 Victims (killed) 17 kidnapping and hundreds injured.   

Source: AsiaNews, Aug 17, 2013 (Link)

Torched
(Continued from previous page)

http://www.asianews.it/news-en/The-list-of-Christian-churches,-schools,-institutions,-shops-torched-by-the-Muslim-Brotherhood-in-the-last-three-days-28764.html
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Then there is the statue itself of the Immaculate Concep-
tion. First, the body appeared, then the head, then the 
head was joined to the body: unity. What had been bro-
ken is restored and becomes one. Colonial Brazil had 
been divided by the shameful wall of slavery. Our Lady of 
Aparecida appears with a black face, first separated, and 
then united in the hands of the fishermen.

Here there is a message which God wants to teach us. 
His own beauty, reflected in his Mother conceived without 
original sin, emerges from the darkness of the river. In 
Aparecida, from the beginning, God’s message was one 
of restoring what was broken, reuniting what had been 
divided. Walls, chasms, differences which still exist today 
are destined to disappear. The Church cannot neglect this 
lesson: she is called to be a means of reconciliation.

The fishermen do not dismiss the mystery encountered in 
the river, even if it is a mystery which seems incomplete. 
They do not throw away the pieces of the mystery. They 
await its completion. And this does not take long to come. 
There is a wisdom here that we need to learn. There are 
pieces of the mystery, like the stones of a mosaic, which 
we encounter. We are impatient, anxious to see the whole 
picture, but God lets us see things slowly, quietly. The 
Church also has to learn how to wait.

Then the fishermen bring the mystery home. Ordinary 
people always have room to take in the mystery. Perhaps 
we have reduced our way of speaking about mystery to 
rational explanations; but for ordinary people the mystery 
enters through the heart. In the homes of the poor, God 
always finds a place.

Aparecida: a key for interpreting the Church’s mis-
sion 

In Aparecida God gave Brazil his own Mother. But in 
Aparecida God also offered a lesson about himself, about 
his way of being and acting. A lesson about the humility 
which is one of God’s essential features, and which is part 
of God’s DNA. Aparecida offers us a perennial teaching 
about God and about the Church; a teaching which nei-
ther the Church in Brazil nor the nation itself must forget.

At the beginning of the Aparecida event, there were poor 
fishermen looking for food. So much hunger and so few 
resources. People always need bread. People always 
start with their needs, even today.

They have a dilapidated, ill-fitted boat; their nets are old 
and perhaps torn, insufficient.

First comes the effort, perhaps the weariness, of the 
catch, yet the results are negligible: a failure, time wasted. 
For all their work, the nets are empty.

Then, when God wills it, he mysteriously enters the 
scene. The waters are deep and yet they always conceal 
the possibility of a revelation of God. He appeared out of 
the blue, who knows for how long, when he was no longer 
expected. The patience of those who await him is always 
tested. And God arrived in a novel fashion, since God is 
wonder: as a fragile clay statue, darkened by the waters 
of the river and aged by the passage of time. God always 
enters clothed in poverty, littleness.

Aparecida and Emmaus
Pope Francis
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ing, because we have forgotten the language of simplicity 
and import an intellectualism foreign to our people. With-
out the grammar of simplicity, the Church loses the very 
conditions which make it possible “to fish” for God in the 
deep waters of his Mystery.

A final thought: Aparecida took place at a crossroads. The 
road which linked Rio, the capital, with São Paulo, the 
resourceful province then being born, and Minas Gerais, 
the mines coveted by the courts of Europe, was a major 
intersection in colonial Brazil. God appears at the cross-
roads. The Church in Brazil cannot forget this calling 
which was present from the moment of her birth: to be a 
beating heart, to gather and to spread.

The icon of Emmaus as a key for interpreting the pre-
sent and the future

Before all else, we must not yield to the fear once ex-
pressed by Blessed John Henry Newman: “… the Chris-
tian world is gradually becoming barren and effete, as 
land which has been worked out and is become sand”.[3] 
We must not yield to disillusionment, discouragement and 
complaint. We have laboured greatly and, at times, we 
see what appear to be failures. We feel like those who 
must tally up a losing season as we consider those who 
have left us or no longer consider us credible or relevant.

Let us read once again, in this light, the story of Emmaus 
(cf. Lk 24:13-15). The two disciples have left Jerusalem. 
They are leaving behind the “nakedness” of God. They 
are scandalized by the failure of the Messiah in whom 
they had hoped and who now appeared utterly van-
quished, humiliated, even after the third day (vv. 17-21). 
Here we have to face the difficult mystery of those people 
who leave the Church, who, under the illusion of alterna-
tive ideas, now think that the Church – their Jerusalem –
can no longer offer them anything meaningful and impor-
tant. So they set off on the road alone, with their disap-
pointment. Perhaps the Church appeared too weak, per-
haps too distant from their needs, perhaps too poor to 
respond to their concerns, perhaps too cold, perhaps too 
caught up with itself, perhaps a prisoner of its own rigid 
formulas, perhaps the world seems to have made the 
Church a relic of the past, unfit for new questions; per-
haps the Church could speak to people in their infancy 
but not to those come of age.[4] It is a fact that nowadays 
there are many people like the two disciples of Emmaus; 
not only those looking for answers in the new religious 
groups that are sprouting up, but also those who already 
seem godless, both in theory and in practice.

Faced with this situation, what are we to do?

The fishermen “bundle up” the mystery, they clothe the 
Virgin drawn from the waters as if she were cold and 
needed to be warmed. God asks for shelter in the warm-
est part of ourselves: our heart. God himself releases the 
heat we need, but first he enters like a shrewd beggar. 
The fishermen wrap the mystery of the Virgin with the 
lowly mantle of their faith. They call their neighbours to 
see its rediscovered beauty; they all gather around and 
relate their troubles in its presence and they entrust their 
causes to it. In this way they enable God’s plan to be ac-
complished: first comes one grace, then another; one 
grace leads to another; one grace prepares for another. 
God gradually unfolds the mysterious humility of his 
power.

There is much we can learn from the approach of the fish-
ermen. About a Church which makes room for God’s 
mystery; a Church which harbours that mystery in such a 
way that it can entice people, attract them. Only the 
beauty of God can attract. God’s way is through entice-
ment which attracts us. God lets himself be brought 
home. He awakens in us a desire to keep him and his life 
in our homes, in our hearts. He reawakens in us a desire 
to call our neighbours in order to make known his beauty. 
Mission is born precisely from this divine allure, by this 
amazement born of encounter. We speak about mission, 
about a missionary Church. I think of those fishermen 
calling their neighbours to see the mystery of the Virgin. 
Without the simplicity of their approach, our mission is 
doomed to failure.

The Church needs constantly to relearn the lesson of 
Aparecida; she must not lose sight of it. The Church’s 
nets are weak, perhaps patched; the Church’s barque is 
not as powerful as the great transatlantic liners which 
cross the ocean. And yet God wants to be seen precisely 
through our resources, scanty resources, because he is 
always the one who acts.

Dear brothers, the results of our pastoral work do not de-
pend on a wealth of resources, but on the creativity of 
love. To be sure, perseverance, effort, hard work, plan-
ning and organization all have their place, but first and 
foremost we need to realize that the Church’s power does 
not reside in herself; it is hidden in the deep waters of 
God, into which she is called to cast her nets.

Another lesson which the Church must constantly recall is 
that she cannot leave simplicity behind; otherwise she 
forgets how to speak the language of Mystery, and she 
herself remains outside the door of the mystery, and obvi-
ously, she proves incapable of approaching those who 
look to the Church for something which they themselves 
cannot provide, namely, God himself. At times we lose 
people because they don’t understand what we are say-
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eventually return. But we need to know how to interpret, 
with courage, the larger picture. Jesus warmed the hearts 
of the disciples of Emmaus.

I would like all of us to ask ourselves today: are we still a 
Church capable of warming hearts? A Church capable of 
leading people back to Jerusalem? Of bringing them 
home? Jerusalem is where our roots are: Scripture, cate-
chesis, sacraments, community, friendship with the Lord, 
Mary and the apostles… Are we still able to speak of 
these roots in a way that will revive a sense of wonder at 
their beauty?

Many people have left because they were promised 
something more lofty, more powerful, and faster.

But what is more lofty than the love revealed in Jerusa-
lem? Nothing is more lofty than the abasement of the 
Cross, since there we truly approach the height of love! 
Are we still capable of demonstrating this truth to those 
who think that the apex of life is to be found elsewhere?

Do we know anything more powerful than the strength 
hidden within the weakness of love, goodness, truth and 
beauty?

People today are attracted by things that are faster and 
faster: rapid Internet connections, speedy cars and 
planes, instant relationships. But at the same time we see 
a desperate need for calmness, I would even say slow-
ness. Is the Church still able to move slowly: to take the 
time to listen, to have the patience to mend and reassem-
ble? Or is the Church herself caught up in the frantic pur-
suit of efficiency? Dear brothers, let us recover the calm 
to be able to walk at the same pace as our pilgrims, keep-
ing alongside them, remaining close to them, enabling 
them to speak of the disappointments present in their 
hearts and to let us address them. They want to forget 
Jerusalem, where they have their sources, but eventually 
they will experience thirst. We need a Church capable of 
accompanying them on the road back to Jerusalem! A 
Church capable of helping them to rediscover the glorious 
and joyful things that are spoken of Jerusalem, and to 
understand that she is my Mother, our Mother, and that 
we are not orphans! We were born in her. Where is our 
Jerusalem, where were we born? In Baptism, in the first 
encounter of love, in our calling, in vocation.[5] We need a 
Church that kindles hearts and warms them. 

We need a Church capable of restoring citizenship to her 
many children who are journeying, as it were, in an exo-
dus.

Address of Pope Francis, Meeting with the Bishops of 
Brazil, Rio de Janeiro, 28 July 2013 (Link)

We need a Church unafraid of going forth into their night. 
We need a Church capable of meeting them on their way. 
We need a Church capable of entering into their conver-
sation. We need a Church able to dialogue with those 
disciples who, having left Jerusalem behind, are wander-
ing aimlessly, alone, with their own disappointment, disil-
lusioned by a Christianity now considered barren, fruitless 
soil, incapable of generating meaning.

A relentless process of globalization, an often uncon-
trolled process of intense urbanization, has promised 
great things. Many people have been captivated by their 
potential, which of course contains positive elements as, 
for example, the shortening of distance, the drawing 
closer of peoples and cultures, the diffusion of information 
and of services. On the other hand, however, many are 
living the negative effects of these realities without realiz-
ing how they affect a proper vision of man and of the 
world. This generates enormous confusion and an empti-
ness which people are unable to explain, regarding the 
purpose of life, personal disintegration, the loss of the 
experience of belonging to a “home” and the absence of 
personal space and strong personal ties. 

And since there is no one to accompany them or to show 
them with his or her own life the true way, many have 
sought shortcuts, because the standards set by Mother 
Church seem to be asking too much. There are also 
those who recognize the ideal of man and of life as pro-
posed by the Church, but they do not have the audacity to 
embrace it. They think that this ideal is too lofty for them, 
that it is beyond their abilities, and that the goal the 
Church sets is unattainable. Nonetheless they cannot live 
without having at least something, even a poor imitation 
of what seems too grand and distant. With disappointed 
hearts, they then go off in search of something which will 
lead them even further astray, or which brings them to a 
partial belonging that, ultimately, does not fulfill their lives.

The great sense of abandonment and solitude, of not 
even belonging to oneself, which often results from this 
situation, is too painful to hide. Some kind of release is 
necessary. There is always the option of complaining. But 
even complaint acts like a boomerang; it comes back and 
ends up increasing one’s unhappiness. Few people are 
still capable of hearing the voice of pain; the best we can 
do is to anaesthetize it.

From this point of view, we need a Church capable of 
walking at people’s side, of doing more than simply listen-
ing to them; a Church which accompanies them on their 
journey; a Church able to make sense of the “night” con-
tained in the flight of so many of our brothers and sisters 
from Jerusalem; a Church which realizes that the reasons 
why people leave also contain reasons why they can 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/speeches/2013/july/documents/papa-francesco_20130727_gmg-episcopato-brasile_en.html
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Certainly there is a mentality of narrow views that isolate 
Vatican II and which has provoked  opposition. There are 
many accounts of it which give the impression that, from  
Vatican II onward, everything has been changed, and that 
what preceded it has  no value or, at best, has value only 
in the light of Vatican II. 

“The Second Vatican Council has not been treated as a 
part of the entire living  Tradition of the Church, but as an 
end of Tradition, a new start from zero.  The truth is that 
this particular Council defined no dogma at all, and delib-
erately  chose to remain on a modest level, as a merely 
pastoral council; and yet many treat  it as though it had 
made itself into a sort of superdogma which takes away 
the  importance of all the rest. 

“This idea is made stronger by things that are now hap-
pening. That which previously  was considered most holy 
— the form in which the liturgy was handed down —  sud-
denly appears as the most forbidden of all things, the one 

thing that can safely  be prohibited. It is intolerable to criti-
cize decisions which have been taken  since the Council; 
on the other hand, if men make question of ancient rules, 
or  even of the great truths of the Faith — for instance, the 
corporal virginity of  Mary, the bodily resurrection of Je-
sus, the immortality of the soul, etc. —  nobody complains 
or only does so with the greatest moderation. I myself, 
when  I was a professor, have seen how the very same 
bishop who, before the Council,  ad fired a teacher who 
was really irreproachable, for a certain crudeness of  
speech, was not prepared, after the Council, to dismiss a 
professor who openly  denied certain fundamental truths 
of the Faith. 

“All this leads a great number of people to ask themselves 
if the Church of today is really the same as that of yester-
day, or if they have changed it for something  else without 
telling people. The one way in which Vatican II can be 
made plausible  is to present it as it is; one part of the un-
broken, the unique Tradition of the  Church and of her 
faith. 

“In the spiritual movements of the post-counciliar era, 
there is not the slightest doubt that frequently there has 
been an obliviousness, or even a suppression, of the is-
sue of truth: here perhaps we confront the crucial problem 
for theology and for pastoral work today. 

“The ‘truth’ is thought to be a claim that is too exalted, a 
‘triumphalism’ that cannot be permitted any longer. You 
see this attitude plainly in the crisis that troubles the mis-
sionary ideal and missionary practice. If we do not point to 
the truth in announcing our faith, and if this truth is no 
longer essential for the salvation of Man, then the mis-
sions lose their meaning. In effect the conclusion has 
been drawn, and it has been drawn today, that in the fu-
ture we need only seek that Christians should be good 
Christians, Moslems good Moslems, Hindus good Hindus, 
and so forth. If it comes to that, how are we to know when 
one is a ‘good’ Christian, or a ‘good’ Moslem? 

“The idea that all religions are — if you talk seriously —
only symbols of what ultimately is incomprehensible is 
rapidly gaining ground in theology, and has already pene-
trated into liturgical practice. When things get to this point, 
faith is left behind, because faith really consists in the fact 
that I am committing myself to the truth so far as it is 
known. So in this matter also there is every motive to re-
turn to the right path. 

Address to the Bishops of Chile by 
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, July 1988.
At Una Voce America, by link from Roratae Caeli (Link)

The Council in Time, the Truth Eternal
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

http://unavoce.org/resources/cardinal-ratzingers-address-to-bishops-of-chile/
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Some years ago I was stationed with a priest who, while 
he often liked my homilies, would often critique my use of 
what he called “fear based preaching.” Perhaps I had 
warned the congregation of punishment for sin, or even 
let slip that certain things were mortal sins that would ex-
clude one from heaven and land them in hell. I would of-
ten playfully remind the congregation that missing Sunday 
Mass was a mortal sin by saying, “Go to Mass or go to 
hell.” I would also warn that fornicators would not inherit 
the Kingdom nor idolaters nor adulterers nor those who 
practice homosexuality, nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God (cf 1 Cor 6:9).

Of course I was quoting Scripture and preaching out of a 
voluminous biblical tradition of warning texts. Neverthe-
less, the older priest would often wag his finger and say, 
“Ah that’s fear-based preaching…fear based!”

Perhaps it was, but so what? And yet many (not all) 
priests of his generation were of the mind that to warn at 
all or to incite any fear in the people of God was some 
“abusive” and bad pastoral practice. They seem to have 
been a generation in reaction to something before them. 
Perhaps they had grown up with what they thought was 
too much fire and brimstone preaching and not enough of 
a summons to higher motives rooted in love and mature 
spiritual reflection.

It is true, that the First Letter of John does set for a kind of 
goal for us that we be free of the mere fear of punishment 
and root our moral life in love:

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who 
fears is not made perfect in love. (1 John 4:18)

And yet, if this goal, good and important that it is, is meant 
to eliminate any appeal to ordinary fear of punishment, 
apparently Jesus never got the memo. Neither did St. 
Paul, St Peter, St. James, St Jude, the Author of the Let-
ter to the Hebrews, and even John himself seems to have 
forgotten the “rule” from time to time.

For the fact is, the quote from First John sets for a goal 
for the spiritually mature. But that does mean that we are 
all there. In fact, people are at many different stages of 
spiritual growth. Surely the Lord, and the gospel and epis-
tle writers knew this, as does every experienced pastor.

Frankly, many are still at a spiritual stage where the fear 
of punishment is both necessary and salutary.

Jesus certainly saw fit to appeal to the fear of punish-
ment, loss, and hell. In fact, it is arguable that this was his 

main approach and that one would struggle to find very 
many texts where Jesus appeals more to a perfect contri-
tion and a purely holy fear rooted in love alone as a mo-
tive to avoid sin. But over and over in dozens of passages 
and parables Jesus warns of punishment and exclusion 
from the Kingdom for unrepented sin and for the refusal to 
be ready. Here are just a few:

1. Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many 
enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the 
road that leads to life, and only a few find it. (Matt 7:13-
14)

2. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they 
shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth. (Mat 13:41-42)

3. “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when 
the owner of the house will come back—whether in the 
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 
dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you 
sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: 
‘Watch!’?” (Mk 13:35-37)

Jesus Never Hesitated to Preach the Fear of Punishment, 
and Neither Should Modern Preachers

Monsignor Charles Pope

(Continued on next page)
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14. by their fruits you shall know them. Not every one that 
said to me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is 
in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in your name? and in your 
name have cast out devils? and in your name done 
many wonderful works? Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I 
never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ (Matt 
7:20-23)

15.  He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized 
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be con-
demned. (Mark 16:15-16)

16.  He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, 
has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will 
judge him at the last day. (John 12:48)

17.  “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may 
have the right to the tree of life and may go through the 
gates into the city. Outside are the dogs, those who 
practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murder-
ers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices 
falsehood. “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this 
testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Off-
spring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” (Rev 
22:14-16)

Dozens of other texts, parables and warnings could be 
added unto this list. But let these Suffice. The bottom line 
is that Jesus warned and appealed to the fear of punish-
ment a LOT.

No one loves you more than Jesus and yet no one 
warned of judgment and Hell more than Jesus. He knows 
how stubborn and hard we are, and thus he is plain and 
warns with clarity and charity.

St. Paul and all the other Epistle writers have many warn-
ing texts as well that proclaim a salutary fear of punish-
ment. A common example of the Pauline warning texts is 
this:

Or do you not know that the unrighteous  will not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the 
sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 
who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. (1 Cor 6:9-10)

Translation: if one stays in serious and unrepented sin, 
they go to Hell. And thus, St Paul too, as well as the other 
Epistle writers all appeal to the fear of punishment.

Now why should we, who are summoned to preach and 
teach in Jesus’ name, reject a key strategy that he and 
his chosen apostles employed? And yet, it has been a 
consistent modern practice to all but ignore the substan-
tial warning texts that occur throughout the preaching of 
Jesus and the Apostles.

4. And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with carousing, and drunken-
ness, and cares of this life, and so that day come on 
you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them 
that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch you 
therefore, and pray always, that you may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son of man. (Luke 21:34-
36)

5.  “But about that day or hour no one knows…For in the 
days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah 
entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what 
would happen until the flood came and took them all 
away…“Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know on what day your Lord will come. But understand 
this: If the owner of the house had known at what time 
of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch 
and would not have let his house be broken into. So you 
also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come 
at an hour when you do not expect him. (Matt 24:36-44)

6. The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he 
looks not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 
And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion 
with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth. (Matt 24:51)

7. Then the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the 
door was shut.“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
they said, ‘open the door for us!’ “But he replied, ‘Truly I 
tell you, I don’t know you.’ “Therefore keep watch, be-
cause you do not know the day or the hour. (Matt 25:10-
13)

8. “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, 
you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave 
me nothing to eat…“Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (Matt 
24:41-42, 46)

9. Whoever looks on a woman to lust after her has com-
mitted adultery with her already in his heart. And if your 
right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out, and cast it from 
you: for it is profitable for you that one of your members 
should perish, and not that your whole body should be 
cast into hell. (Matt 5:28-29)

10. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 
answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You 
fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. (Matt 5:22)

11. And if your foot offend you, cut it off: it is better for you 
to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into 
hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where 
their worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched. (Mk 
9:45-46)

12. Friend, how came you in here not having a wedding 
garment? And he was speechless. Then said the king to 
the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him 
away, and cast him into outer darkness, there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, 
but few are chosen. (Matt 22:12-14)

13. Then said Jesus again to them, I go my way, and you 
shall seek me, but you shall die in your sins: where I go, 
you cannot come….I have told you that you will die in 
your sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you will 
indeed die in your sins (John 8:21, 24).
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…I detest all my sins, not only because I fear the loss of 
heaven and the pains of hell, but most of all because 
they offend you my God who are all good, and deserving 
of all my love….

This act of contrition is to be preferred because it distin-
guishes perfect and imperfect contrition and properly 
notes that most of us have by sorts of contrition admixed. 
But this act of contrition also helps the penitent recall the 
journey we ought to make out of the fear of punishment to 
the deeper and more perfect motive of love of God and 
neighbor to avoid sin.

But for most of us, this is a journey that is underway, and 
some have made more progress than others. Meanwhile, 
the preachers of the Church do well to appeal to the fear 
of punishment among other motives to avoid sin.

Jesus and the Apostles never hesitated to recall the fear-
ful results of sinful obstinance. And neither should we who 
Preach today. Fear of punishment is needed after all.

Monsignor Charles Pope writes at the blog of the 
Archdiocese of Washington (Link)

On the problem of homosexuality, gay ‘marriage’ and their 
incursion on religious freedom:

“This is not an issue which is reacting against the 
Church’s teaching – this is a fundamental anthropological 
change.  It is a distortion of humanity which is being pro-
posed as an ideology, which is being supported, financed, 
promoted by those who are powerful in the world in many, 

many, countries simultaneously.”

“The Church is the only institution in the world which has 
the courage to stand up to this ideology.”

“I’ve seen the Communist ideology, which seemed to be 
so powerful, and it’s gone! Ideologies come and go, and 
they have the idea of changing humanity, of changing 
human nature.  Human nature cannot be changed; it can 
be distorted.  But the elevation of perversion to the level 
of a fundamental value that has to be nurtured and nour-
ished and promoted – this is absolutely sick.”

“The Church, standing up to this ideology which we are 
seeing now in the Western world, the Church is saying 
something very normal and humane, which corresponds 
to the understanding of humanity, which humanity has 
had for millennia, long before Christ, long before the ap-
pearance of Christianity.  So it’s not a question of the 
Church fighting the ideology, it’s a question of the distor-
tion of humanity, and the Church standing up in defense 
of human dignity.”

Part of the reason for our rejection would seem rooted in 
the fact that we live in rather dainty times wherein people 
easily take offense. Further the “self-esteem” culture and 
its premises are inimical to speaking of people as sinners 
or in anyway rejected. Thirdly, many today have cast God 
in the role of doting Father, and Jesus as a harmless hip-
pie. No matter how unbiblical the images of the Lord are, 
they are pervasive and people do not easily let go of 
them, even when confronted with biblical texts.

But, at the end of the day, those of us who preach are 
without excuse if we neglect or refuse a pastoral practice 
used extensively by Jesus himself. By our silence in this 
regard we mislead God’s people and become, in effect, 
deceivers who do not preach the “whole counsel of 
God” (cf Acts 20:27).

While it is true that we can help to lead God’s people from 
an imperfect contrition (rooted in fear of punishment) to a 
more perfect contrition (rooted in love for God), it remains 
a rather clear fact that many of the faithful are at different 
stages and are not yet at the perfect contrition stage.

For this reason the Church has always allowed that im-
perfect contrition was sufficient to receive absolution. The 
traditional act of contrition (which is to be preferred) says,

http://blog.adw.org/2013/07/jesus-never-hesitated-to-preach-the-fear-of-punishment-and-neither-should-modern-preachers/
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Speaking of practicing homosexuals Fr Giertych said:

“Of course they have to be treated with dignity, everybody 
has to be treated with dignity, even sinners have to be 
treated with dignity, but the best way of treating people 
with dignity is to tell them the truth.”

“Homosexuality is against human nature.  Now, there are 
many things that people do that are unnatural - smoking 
cigarettes is also unnatural.  You can live with the addic-
tion to tobacco, you can die of it, but there are people who 
are addicted to tobacco, yet they live and we meet with 
them and we deal with them and we don’t deny their dig-
nity.  So certainly people with the homosexual difficulty 
have to be respected … And so the important thing is how 
to pastorally help such people to return to an emotional 
and moral integrity.”

“I think clearly we can see that the economic crisis which 
we are observing in the western world is a direct conse-
quence of 1968, of the rejection of Humanae Vitae (the 
encylical that reiterated the Catholic teaching against con-
traception), of the rejection of the Church’s teaching, and 
the approval of the sexual revolution, which has caused a 
demographic crash.”  

Beyond pointing out the reality of people working less and 
living longer, which creates economic instability, Fr. Gier-
tych discussed “the moral issue of spending money and 
throwing the debt on the next generation, on a generation 
which has been partly aborted, which has not met with the 
generosity of the parents,” and described it as “the prepa-
ration of a violent conflict between generations.”

“I am seeing this brewing, certainly in Europe,” added Fr. 
Giertych. “In America at least you have a public debate 
about the morality of extending the public debt and throw-
ing the responsibility on the future generation.”

Children living in poverty because their parents experi-
enced a tragedy or war, can live with their circumstances, 
understanding the calamity that led to their state, he ex-
plained.  He contrasted that, however, with "a vast seg-
ment of society saying we are poor compared to what the 
generation of our parents had, not because there was 
some catastrophe, but because the generation of our par-
ents consumed all the [wealth] and threw the responsibil-
ity on us.”

The papal theologian drew attention to the violent youth 
protests and mass unemployment across Europe.  “They 
are generally demonstrating saying, ‘We have the right to 
receive’, because their parents received grants for their 
studies, they received cheaper housing, and so they have 
this sense of entitlement which is a consequence of so-
cialism – somebody has to give.” 

Fr. Giertych warned “ultimately there will be a violent con-
flict.” 

He said: “And the states are finally saying, ‘We cannot 
give. There is a limit, you know. How far can we go?’ And 
of course the state may produce money and be more and 
more in debt, but ultimately there will be a violent conflict, 
and euthanasia is one aspect of this conflict, which is a 
direct consequence of the expulsion of the transmission 
of life and the living out of sexuality. Ultimately it boils 
down to contraception – it’s a consequence.”

The Church, he said, will have an answer for the youth, 
one they will need to and be glad to hear. “I think there 
will come a moment where the young people will need to 
hear, will be glad to hear from the Church a voice which 
will be on their side, and a voice which will point to the 
egoism of the hedonist generation that has distorted soci-
ety,” he said. “And it has distorted society beginning at a 
very important focal point, which is sexuality… and we are 
seeing the consequences.”

We began our discussion with the Papal theologian how 
the Catholic Church could defend its ‘hard teaching’ on 
contraception. 

Fr. Giertych emphasized that the issue is about a reality 
that applies to everyone. He explained, “it’s not only a 
question of being in sync with Church teaching, it’s being 
in sync with reality, with the nature of the human person 
and the nature of love, which we received from God, 
whereas the Church’s teaching is showing us the way 
towards that supreme love.”

For Fr. Giertych there is nothing difficult about the answer 
of why the Catholic Church forbids contraception. 
“Because it distorts the human sexuality, and elevates the 
moment of sexual pleasure, whereas it denies the funda-
mental finality of sexuality, which is the transmission of 
life,” he said. “Sexual activity has been created, devised 
by God, as a way of transmitting life and expressing love, 
whereas contraception separates the transmission of life 
which it excludes, and then focuses uniquely on the 
pleasure, which generates, as a result, egoism.”

“The main reason why the Church says ‘no’ [to] contra-
ception,” said Fr. Geirtych, “is that it destroys the quality 
of love, and marital love, which is a way of expressing the 
graces of the sacrament of matrimony, which is a way of 
living out the divine charity which is infused in the body 
and soul of the spouses.”

He explained that “marital love is to be of the supreme 
quality” but “contraception boils down to the saying of the 
spouse, ‘There’s something in you that I love, but there’s 
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The issue of same-sex marriage is in the limelight once 
again in our community, with a move for a special legisla-
tive session to vote on a bill that would legalize same-sex 
marriage in Hawaii.

While the Catholic Church is clear in its insistence that 
true marriage can only be between one man and one 
woman, there are many people, even among Catholics, 
who perceive such insistence as unjust discrimination 

Urgent Appeal to be Catholic in the Face of the Politics of Disorder
Most Reverend Larry Silva, Bishop of Honolulu 

(Continued on next page)

The Truth 
(Continued from previous page)

something in you that I hate, and I hate the fact that you 
can be a mother. So I require that this will be poisoned.’ 
Well, this is not love. It is not possible for a husband to 
say to his wife, ‘I love you truly,’ if at the same time he 
demands that she poisons in her body the capacity to 
transmit life, to be a mother.”

“That distortion of sexuality,” he said, “distorts human re-
lationships, distorts the entire living-out of human sexual-
ity.”   

 He added:

"When sexuality is not tied with the virtue of chastity, 
which trains the person how to integrate the sexual de-

sire within charity, then everything is rocked. And cer-
tainly we are seeing this once contraception became so 
easily available. We’re seeing, successively, the distor-
tions of sexuality, and problems on the level of human 
relationships, of marriages breaking down, of a violent 
aggressiveness of women who are discovering that they 
are being abused as a result of contraception, and so 
they’re landing in an aggressive feminism, with rage 
against men. Contraception is leading to abortion, be-
cause it treats the potential child as an enemy, and if 
something goes wrong and a child is conceived then the 
child is easily aborted."

Papal Theologian Fr Wojciech Giertych, OP, 
LifeSiteNews.com ( Part I Link, Part II Link)

against our gay and lesbian brothers and sisters. There-
fore, it is urgent to clarify certain issues.

People with same-sex attraction are a part of our commu-
nity, even our Catholic community, and they deserve dig-
nity and respect. Unjust discrimination against them is not 
acceptable. However, not all discrimination – that is, mak-
ing distinctions – is unjust. We discriminate quite justly 
between adults and minors, even though both have equal 
dignity. We justly discriminate between those who are 
married and those who are not, because marriage is a 
special societal bond that assures the continuation of the 
race in the context of raising children in the loving envi-
ronment that appreciates the complementary nature of 
male and female. (If there were no such discrimination, 
same-sex marriage would not be an issue, since anyone 
who wanted to apply for any benefits could do so, 
whether married or not.) There is just discrimination be-
tween parents and children, professors and students. 
While they are all equal in dignity as persons, they are not 
equal in their roles. We must therefore be discriminating 
about the very language of discrimination, because there 
are those who demonize the word and who presume that 
any kind of discrimination is unjust. To discriminate be-
tween heterosexual and same-sex couples regarding 
marriage is not, despite the hype on the streets, unjust 
discrimination.

If same-sex marriage becomes the law of the land, its 
implications will go far beyond the relationship of this or 
that couple. There will be long term and definitive 
changes in our entire culture. If same-sex marriage be-

http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/papal-theologian-treating-homosexuals-with-dignity-means-telling-them-the-t
http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/on-contraception-and-the-coming-violence-interview-with-popes-personal-theo/
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comes the law, it will become “normal” or the norm for our 
land. If one may marry without discriminating whether the 
partner is of the same sex or the opposite sex, then such 
“non-discrimination” will become the norm in other areas, 
too. Our school textbooks will have to portray sexual at-
traction as normal, no matter to whom one is attracted. 
When schools have dances, boys will have the choice of 
inviting a girl on a date or another boy on a date. Our 
youth, whose sexual identity is formed over time, will be 
forced to decide prematurely if they are heterosexual or 
homosexual, thus curtailing normal sexual maturation, 
with all its stumblings and challenges.

If same-sex couples are given the legal right to marry un-
der the pretence that discrimination that excludes them 
from marriage is unjust, why would people who prefer 
several spouses at the same time not be afforded the 
same right? Why would we taxpayers be exempt from 
paying for marital benefits for all those spouses? Why 
would there be discrimination against those who decide to 
marry their mother or father, brother or sister, so that they 
can gain spousal benefits for them? Once we give in to 
the false notion that same-sex couples have a right to 
marry, how can we reasonably deny the same “right” to 
anyone who chooses to enter a “marriage” with a close 
relative, a minor (with consent)?

If same-sex marriage becomes “norm”-alized, would par-
ents be considered bigoted if they raised their daughters 
to be attracted to boys and their sons to be attracted to 
girls? Or must parents now be completely neutral in steer-
ing their children toward the choice of a mate?

Would people who firmly believe that God made us male 
and female, and that God has revealed that homosexual 
ACTS are sinful be allowed to hold such beliefs? Or 
would they have to be “re-educated” to think as “normal” 
people think? Would churches that refuse to celebrate 
same-sex marriage because of deeply held religious con-
victions be deprived of the freedom to live those convic-
tions? Would Christians, Muslims, and others who believe 
that homosexual ACTS are contrary to God’s law (the law 
that governs those whom God himself has created in 
such wonder) be persecuted for holding on to those be-
liefs that have been so sacred to us for centuries? Will the 
religious freedom we treasure be only a paper freedom, 
while we will be told what we may or may not believe?

Children will be the greatest casualties, in that they will be 
deprived of being raised in a loving home by a mother 
and a father who loves them and whose love cooperated 
with God’s plan in creating them. When children are de-
prived of such a home, there will be more poverty, more 
social ills, more juvenile suicides, and more problems 
than we can imagine.

The issue goes far beyond simply the private relationship 
of this or that couple, and its implications will be far reach-
ing and profound. The language of the proponents is 
meant to convince us that this is a civil rights issue and 
that anyone who does not agree is bigoted. Do not be led 
astray with such language, and do not allow yourself to be 
bullied by it. Remember, Adam and Eve themselves fell 
for the serpent’s manipulative promise that they would be 
like gods, knowing good from evil, if they just ate the fruit 
God had forbidden them to eat. The fruit might have been 
tasty at the moment, but it ultimately brought us all into a 
very sorry state.

Several legislators who are not in favor of same-sex mar-
riage have told me that the loudest voices on the issue 
are those who favor it, while those who say they are op-
posed are relatively silent. They pointed out that legisla-
tors do respond to their constituents and do care what 
they have to say, but if they only hear from one side of the 
issue, they presume that everyone is fine with same-sex 
marriage.

IT IS TIME FOR OUR FAITH COMMUNITY TO MOBI-
LIZE INTO ACTION. The timing is critical, since this issue 
may be presented in a special legislative session within 
the next couple of weeks. YOUR LEGISLATORS NEED 
TO HEAR FROM YOU NOW! I therefore ask everyone to 
do the following within this coming week:

? Contact both the State Senator and Representative who 
represent your district, and let them know how you want 
them to vote on this critical issue for our community. A list 
of legislators by district is attached to this letter, along 
with phone numbers and email addresses. Please be 
courteous, thanking them for the very difficult work they 
do, but be clear. It is said that some have already made 
up their minds, and that may be so. But minds and hearts 
can be changed with the influence of constituents.

? Ask your friends and neighbors who believe that mar-
riage should only be between one man and one woman to 
contact their legislators as well.

? Pray for your legislators. (But do not let your prayers be 
mere words! See above.) Pray for the wisdom, courage, 
and commitment to contact your legislators and let them 
know what you think. I recommend that all Catholics offer 
ONE ROSARY (or at the least a decade of the rosary) 
each day in the next several weeks, so that the power of 
prayer will shape the discussions and deliberations about 
this critical issue. If possible, pray at all hours, walking 
around the block that surrounds the State Capitol (without 
forming an assembly that would need a permit), so that 
just as God tumbled down the walls of Jericho, he will be 
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One of the most insidious influences in modern society 
comes from those who develop a social conscience with-
out an individual conscience, or who separate love of 
neighbor from love of God, or who feel that by transferring 
their inner sense of guilt to others whom their social con-
science derides, they can thereby escape the inner sense 
of guilt to which their personal conscience bears witness.  
By reforming others, they acknowledge the need of re-
generation, but not in their own hearts.  Many disillu-
sioned married people practice escapism in their mature 
lives to avoid the need of the reformation of their own 
family. Because their egotism has become social, they 
think they have become loving, when really the last thing 
they want to do is to immolate their egotism. They give 
themselves to others, but in the way they have chosen to 
give themselves and not in the way their human nature, 
under God, dictates. They are actually increasing their 
egotism at the moment when they feel least selfish. But 
this expansive feeling is really only an excrescence, like a 
boil on the neck of their egotism.

What is really at the bottom of such a peculiar type of so-
cial interest is a hatred of self, which others might over-
come and try to forget in alcoholism, but which they try to 
forget in a kind of altruism.  The escapes are means of 
overcoming a sense of absolute sterility and futility. Their 
egotism is concealed under the language of humanitari-
anism and philanthropy, but there is no love, because 
there is no sacrifice of the ego. There is ceaseless activ-
ity, but no joy; there is philanthropy, but no inner peace; 
there is a social conscience, but no individual conscience. 
There is communism in the social order because there is 
first atheism in the human heart. The great natural neces-
sities of the soul, the deepest aspirations of the human 
heart, are abolished for the sake of the triumphant ego. 
The result is that there is a terrific inner dislocation of self, 
for as life ceases to be unified, it becomes like a body 
devoid of a soul; it disintegrates into its component ele-
ments. An ego without sacrifice is closed to itself and im-
penetrable to others. Hence the impression selfish cou-
ples give that they are living in another world; each has 
his or her own planet; they hardly ever come in contact 

except to collide and quarrel. They may be two in one 
flesh, but they are not two in one mind, or heart, or ideal.  
Like the modern atom, such partners are so fissioned and 
rent as to make a Hiroshima of a home and a marriage.

There are many egotists who boast of the sacrifice that 
they have made toward a person or a cause, and indeed 
the communist can point to “sacrifices” he made for world 
revolution. From the point of view of quantity alone, his 
“sacrifice” surpasses that of an individual Christian. But 
there is a world of difference between the “sacrifice” of a 
communist for revolution and that of a devoted husband 
for a sick wife or of a wife for an alcoholic husband. In the 
egotist, the object of the sacrifice is what his ego has cho-
sen for itself; in love the sacrifice is for what God has cho-
sen. The sacrifice of a husband for his second wife, while 
his first wife is living, are not to be put in the same cate-
gory as the sacrifices of a husband for even an unfaithful 
first wife. In the first instance, there is the freedom of li-
cense; in the second t here is freedom within the law. The 
second wife is a self-gratification the ego chose in viola-
tion of God’s law.  The difficult wife is the one who God 
imposes on the man after his initial act of freedom: “I 
choose thee until death do us part.” The sacrifices of the 
egotist have no eternal value; they have value only for 
him. The sacrifices of the lover under God are directed to 
the absolute, to a loyalty and devotion greater than and 
beyond self.

True love has its infallible watermark: the immolation of 
self in the face of the Eternal. Of those who sacrifice to 
satisfy their ego in contradiction to the law f God, our Lord 
said: “They have their reward already” (Mt 6:2).  You did it 
to please yourself, and you got exactly what you wanted. 
But the other group did not make the sacrifices to please 
themselves; they made them for the sake of the Absolute 
Love, i.e., for the Divine Thou Who binds tow hearts to-
gether. Sacrifice is not made for the sake of self but for 
the expropriation of self through an act of freedom, in or-
der that nothing may keep one back from union with Love 
Divine.

Fulton J. Sheen, Three to Get Married, 1951

able to do so through the prayers AND ACTION of his 
beloved people.

? Be understanding and loving toward those who do not 
agree with you – even Catholic legislators who have com-
mitted to vote for same-sex marriage. Pray for a change 

of heart and the formation of an informed conscience, and 
let your love be the most powerful agent of change. After 
all, God is love!

Most Reverend Larry Silva
Bishop of Honolulu (Link)

Appeal
(Continued from previous page)

A Reflection on the Two Greatest Commandments 
As Lived Within the Vocation of Marriage

Fulton J Sheen

http://www.catholichawaii.org/media/215983/bishop_same-sex_marriage_reflections_-_final_8_22_13.pdf
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New Fulton Sheen Reprint!

Additional Resources

Pope Francis

 Encyclical Lumen Fidei (Link)
 The Holy See (Link)
 Vatican Radio (Link)
 Vatican Information Service (Link)
 L’Osservatore Romano (Link)
 Fides News Agency (Link)

 The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

- Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—Bob Curtis, Orders 

for Dominican supplies—Bob Curtis, 
http://www.dominicus-shop.com

tive Justice, Distributive Justice, and Harmonic Justice. 
Lawyer-economist Louis O. Kelso and Aristotelian phi-
losopher Mortimer J. Adler first described these principles 
in Chapter 5 of their bestselling The Capitalist Manifesto 
(1958).

Sheen’s warnings fell on deaf ears. Thanks to the accep-
tance of Keynesian economics, the wage-welfare system 
within a State-controlled, inflationary, debt-ridden econ-
omy has become the dominant model for economic devel-
opment throughout the world.

The world needs the wisdom of Fulton Sheen now more 
than ever. The republication of Freedom Under God helps 
introduce the work of this pivotal thinker to a new genera-
tion of readers and students.

Fulton J. Sheen’s Freedom Under God, ISBN 978-0-
944997-11-6, will soon be available on-line from Amazon 
and Barnes and Noble, and by special order from se-
lected other bookstores. Quantity discounts are available 
for schools, religious institutions, and civic groups.

Contact:

Michael D. Greaney
publications@cesj.org
4318 North 31st Street
Arlington, Virginia 22207

“Without property, the saint may achieve spiritual liberty, 
but within the present social  order it is impossible to any-
one short of a saint to achieve it without property.”  

Fulton J. Sheen, Freedom under God, (1940).

In 1940, on the eve of the United States’ entry into World 
War II, the late Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen (1895-1979) 
published Freedom Under God. The all-volunteer, inter-
faith Center for Economic and Social Justice (CESJ) has 
republished a new, annotated version of this neglected 
classic under its “Economic Justice Media” imprint, com-
plete with an in-depth foreword written especially for this 
edition, as well as a bibliography and index not included 
in the first edition.

While Freedom Under God addresses the loss of true 
freedom throughout the world, Sheen’s special concern 
was freedom of religion. This is under increasing attack 
today. Individual life as well as marriage and the family 
are also in grave danger as the State continues to expand 
its power to fill the vacuum left by the growing powerless-
ness of ordinary people.

Then-Monsignor Sheen traced the rise of totalitarian State 
power in the first half of the 20th century to the fact that 
fewer and fewer people in America and throughout the 
world owned capital — what Sheen called “creative 
wealth.” As Sheen argued, only widespread private prop-
erty in capital has the capacity to restore the material 
foundation of true freedom.

In conformity with the precepts of the natural law on which 
Sheen relied to develop his thought, CESJ adds that 
genuine economic reform must also comply with the three 
interdependent principles of Economic Justice: Participa-

http://www.dominicus-shop.com
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
hhttp://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/phome_en.htm
http://en.radiovaticana.va/index.asp
http://www.news.va/en/source/vatican-information-service
http://www.news.va/en/source/osservatore-romano
http://www.news.va/en/source/fides
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William Watson, a secular priest, being apprehended, 
through force of torment went to the Protestant Church 
once. Struck with remorse in the midst of the Protestant 
congregation, he repaired the scandal he had there given 
by recanting his conformity, and declaring that theirs was 
not the service of God, but was in truth the service of the 
devil. For this he was again imprisoned, and was continu-
ally plied with threats and promises to urge him to go 
again to church. The Catholics feared for his constancy, 
but dared not, for their own safety, approach him, till a 
gentlewoman, Margaret Ward, determined to make the 
attempt. Disguised and carrying a basket of provisions, 
she for a month visited the prison, being always closely 
searched. At length she managed to convey him a cord, 
and with this he effected his escape ; but in his haste and 
danger he left the cord hanging from the window of his 
prison. Margaret, being his only visitor, was therefore ap-
prehended, hung up by the hands, and cruelly scourged. 
On her trial she admitted her part in the prisoner s es-
cape, and rejoiced "in having delivered an innocent lamb 
from the hands of bloody wolves." Offered her pardon if 
she would go to church, she refused, and was executed, 
showing to the end great constancy, August 30, Tyburn.

I was in prison, and you visited me.
MATT. xxv. 36

Visiting the Prisoner
Ven. Margaret Ward, 1588

Dominican School of Philosophy & Theology
public lecture

Encountering Islam: Ministry in the
Church and the Dominican Tradition

Sunday, September 29, 1-4:00 pm
DSPT Blackfriars Gallery Opening Reception – Celebrat-
ing Vatican II and Nostra Aetate – Approaching the 
Qur’an through Art. DSPT, 2301 Vine Street, Berkeley, 
www.dspt.edu or (888) 450-3778.

Thursday, October 17, 7:30 pm
Lecture -The Qur’an in Muslim Faith and Practice – Dr. 
Mahan Mirza from Zaytuna College will look at the simi-
larities and differences in the understanding of revelation 
from the Catholic and Islamic perspectives. DSPT, 2301 
Vine Street, Berkeley, www.dspt.edu or (888) 450-3778.

These events are being organized by Sister Marianne 
Farina, CSC. She may be reached directly at 510-883-
2081.

It is important that Muslims and Christians continue to 
explore philosophical and theological questions to-
gether, in order to come to a more objective and com-
prehensive knowledge of each others’ religious beliefs. 
Better mutual understanding will surely lead, at the prac-
tical level, to a new way of presenting our two religions 
not in opposition, as has happened too often in the past, 
but in partnership for the good of the human family.

Blessed John Paul II, Address in 
Umayyad Mosque, 2001

www.dspt.edu
www.dspt.edu
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Intellectual Compassion
Br Thomas Aquinas Pickett OP 

Stephen of Salanhac, OP (d. 1290) composed an apt de-
scription of the nascent Order of Preachers when he 
wrote that a Dominican was "a canon by profession, a 
monk in austerity of his life, and an apostle by his office of 
preacher." Indeed, as Dominicans we are bound to care-
ful and prayerful execution of the choral office in its full, 
public, sung ceremony; we are bound (under Saint Domi-
nic's own last will and testament) to poverty and a life of 
penance, mortifying the flesh like St. Paul, lest after 
preaching to others we should be disqualified (cf. 1 Cor 
9:27); we are bound to preach the Gospel, to proselytize, 
to combat heresy and error, and to embrace the spiritual 
works of mercy. Stephen of Salanhac's characterization of 
the Dominican, however, overlooks an indispensible ele-
ment of the life: the assiduous study of Truth. A Domini-
can is indeed called to be a canon, monk, and apostle, 
but he is also called to be a contemplative, i.e., one 
whose life is ordered to the consideration and pursuit of 
truth (cf. St. Thomas ST II-II.179.1). The Dominican in 
meditation (i.e., rational investigation for the purpose of 
contemplation, cf. II-II.180.3. ad 1) seeks the Truth in 
Scriptures first, then in theology, philosophy, and other 
sciences so that, filled and overwhelmed with the Truth, 
he may pass it on to others for the salvation and edifica-
tion of their souls. Instead of being an active religious, the 
Dominican is in primis a contemplative who, having grown 
an abundant harvest in the prayerful field of his mind and 
heart, hands on the fruits of his contemplation to others 
out of intellectual compassion. Bl. Humbert of Romans, 
the fifth master of the Order, devoted a considerable part 
of his work on the formation of preachers to study and 
contemplation in the preacher's life. These are not ends in 
themselves, but are means of ensuring the edification and 
benefit of the listeners: "A good preacher's concern is 
rather to study what is useful" (83); "the most important 
thing of all for a preacher is that he should have recourse 
to prayer, asking God to grant him speech that will be ef-
fective in bringing salvation to his hearers." (96, Emphasis 
added).

Recently I was able to see first hand the Order's devotion 
to the rigorous pursuit of truth through study and prayer. 
During the first week of July, I was greatly privileged by 
the generosity of my Province to attend a conference at 
the Dominican House of Studies in Washington D.C..  
This conference was titled "Dominicans and the Renewal 
of Thomism," and it attracted over 100 preeminent Do-
minican scholars. Being a student I was intimidated and 
awed to see and hear lectures by Giles Emery, Serge-
Thomas Bonino, Richard Schenk, Romanus Cessario, 
and many others. I was also greatly inspired by seeing 
the zeal possessed by Dominicans, young and old, for the 
attainment of wisdom and holiness. But this conference 

was far from being stuffy; rather, it was a gathering of 
brothers committed to the contemplative pursuit of Truth 
guided by the wisdom of St. Thomas Aquinas. We indeed 
were brothers in the Lord. We sung the office together, 
relying on our great patrimony of Latin hymns and canti-
cles. We shared meals with one another, discussing our 
shared experiences in Dominican life. We listened to one 
another share the fruits of study and research, testing all 
and retaining what was good (1 Thess. 5:21). I was 
amazed that world-renowned friars, whose books I often 
read for my theological studies, had the genuine humility 
to talk with me as a brother. The entire conference im-
pressed upon me the beautiful community that the Order 
of Preachers has established throughout the world. We 
indeed were all brothers, teaching and learning the wis-
dom of our brother Saint Thomas Aquinas. We were all 
brothers unreservedly committed to the truth and beauty 
of the Catholic faith that has been handed down to us.

As the Western World grows more secular, however, 
what role does the beauty and truth of the faith play? 
What place is there for a theologian like St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, who died more than half a millennium ago? How do 
Dominicans figure into the mission and life of the Church 
in the contemporary world? These are the questions that 
were brought forward throughout the conference. The 
challenge for us Dominicans, as for Christians in every 
era, is to fearlessly and unreservedly promote the King-
dom of Heaven despite the evils that beset us. In the face 
of rising indifference to God, legislation that turns away 
from natural law and human dignity, and the rabid pullula-
tion of agnosticism, atheism, relativism, and secularism, 
the Dominicans, following the orthodox and comprehen-
sive vision of St. Thomas Aquinas, must act with pious 
aggression to check the work of the Deceiver. Domini-
cans genuinely committed to the Truth can help spread 
the light of Christ through teaching and preaching, nour-
ished by prayer and study. It is our challenge to rise to 
this occasion, and to find in our minds and hearts the 
courage of Christ's grace and the undying power of the 
Holy Spirit. By genuine, bold Catholic dialogue and 
preaching, aimed at the strengthening of our own faith 
and the conversion of others to the True Faith, Domini-
cans, armed with St. Thomas, strive to advance the light 
of Christ into a darkening world.

Br Thomas Aquinas Pickett OP, 
a student of the  

Western Dominican Province, 
writes at To God, About God (Link)

http://students.opwest.org/blog/articles/2013/07/intellectual-compassion
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The Great Silent Majority
Br Henry Stephan OP

When the Supreme Court handed down its recent deci-
sions supporting the cause of same-sex marriage, I was 
watching the proceedings unfold on the news at my sum-
mer ministry site alongside a room full of the guests we 
served. The mood was entirely subdued. Most murmured 
sentiments of ambivalent support: “Why not?” “To each 
his own, after all.” “It was only a matter of time.” One older 
gentleman was the exception. A working class Italian-
American, he brought his usual brio in expressing his dis-
approval: “This is just horrible. It isn’t right, I tell you—it’s 
just disgusting!” His statement was all the more memora-
ble for the fact that he was wearing a bright pink t-shirt 
with “Support LGBTQQA Rights” emblazoned across the 
front.

The entire scene was exemplary of a wider shift in the 
roiling debate about marriage, sexuality, and the family. 
Poll after poll shows that more Americans support redefin-
ing marriage with each passing year, and, in cosmopoli-
tan circles, it is increasingly unacceptable to oppose the 
gay rights agenda. The change brought home to me this 
summer, though, is that ordinary Americans of every 
class are reconciling themselves to the new state of af-
fairs. What President Nixon famously described as the 
“great silent majority,” that working and middle class bas-
tion of good sense and traditional values, is no more.

What accounts for this remarkable change in perspec-
tive? It seems to be a case of trickle-down morality. We 
are only now beginning the dénouement of the drama that 
was the sexual revolution. What began as the idle fancy 
of the well-to-do has now permeated the whole of society. 
There has been a systematic hollowing-out of sexual mo-
rality that has led us to this point. The idea of gay mar-
riage would be risible but for the fact that we began rede-
fining marriage long ago.

The redefinition started not in terms of gender, mind you, 
but in equally foundational ways. A life-long union? Not 
with no-fault divorce, which makes marriage into a con-
tract far more easily broken than most others in this coun-
try. Ordered to the creation of new life? Not with contra-
ception, which detaches the essential end (that is, pur-
pose) of marriage from our understanding of it. A faithful 
and exclusive relationship? Not in our culture of the thera-
peutic, where even the worst violations of trust can be 
explained away on the basis of our emotional needs. 
Given all that redefining, it’s surprising that the ‘man and 
woman’ part lasted as long as it did.

Gradually, the truths that a virtuous society should rein-
force with its customs and conventions have become ob-
scure. All that remains for many are habits and disposi-
tions learned from a now-vanished consensus. The con-
nection of these habits with objective truths based on our 
end as human beings is lost, and it becomes difficult to 

explain how they lead to genuine happiness. Instead, one 
is left sounding like that gentleman in the pink t-shirt—old-
fashioned at best, bigoted and prejudiced at worst.

Losing sight of the truths that undergirded the traditional 
morality makes speaking out in the public square im-
mensely more difficult. The reasons for opposing same-
sex marriage depend on an understanding of marriage 
and sex that excludes all of society’s questionable prac-
tices—like contraception and no-fault divorce—in these 
areas. Because of this, one who takes a stand today is 
liable to be charged not only as a bigot but as a hypocrite 
as well. Far better to sit down and murmur, “To each his 
own,” or, “Well, who can argue against love?” The quick 
turnover of moral opinions by so many ordinary Ameri-
cans implicates us all. The Catholic vision of what consti-
tutes true happiness in relationships is now remote and 
distant from the lived reality. Why should someone risk 
committing today’s unforgivable sins—being judgmental 
and intolerant?

What, then, are we to do? The temptation to capitulate 
will be powerful. In recent months, we have witnessed 
several former stalwarts of defending marriage lose 
heart—and the will to carry on in such a lonely opposition. 
The strategic aim of those on the other side is increas-
ingly clear. They wish to drive the traditional view from the 
public square and make it as socially unacceptable as 
racism now is. The new morality must be reinforced by 
every institution that operates in the public sphere: the 
“Support LGBTQQA Rights” t-shirt described above, for 
example, was part of a giveaway from a non-profit helping 
the needy around town.

The Christian response to all this must be informed by a 
renewed commitment to understanding and practicing the 
truths we profess. The true meaning of marriage must still 
be defended, in every corner of the public square, using 
arguments from the natural law. At the same time, we 
must present the Gospel as the fullest answer to our 
vexed questions, and our surest means of pursuing hap-
piness. It is all for naught if we cannot both explain and 
show how our understanding of relationships and sexual-
ity fulfills who we are meant to be as humans and leads to 
authentic flourishing. Instead of simply repeating that ho-
mosexual activity is disordered, we should better articu-
late what we are ordered towards, what our ends truly 
are. This cannot be another list of dos-and-don’ts, but 
rather an explanation that starts with our ultimate end: 
friendship and union with God, our Creator. We can no 
longer take for granted a great silent majority that implic-
itly or unthinkingly holds traditional views of marriage and 
sexuality. All the better to present anew friendship with 
Jesus Christ as the radical, consensus-challenging life it 
is.

Br Henry, a student of the Province of St Joseph,
  writes at Dominican (Link)

http://www.dominicanablog.com/2013/09/03/the-great-silent-majority
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Soma for the Sexually Comatose
Christopher Manion

(Continued on next page)

Pill comes in: it is the closest thing to Aldous Huxley's 
"Soma" that our dilapidated age has ever embraced.

But wait, didn't I mention Pope Benedict? Didn't I mention 
the bishops? Holy Mother Church opposes contraception, 
doesn't she, for rational reasons? How is it that the con-
versation about contraception seems to be so one-sided, 
then?

Silent Might

The Catholic Church is the Bride of Christ - Christ, Kristo 
Pantokrator, the omnipotent Ruler of all things. Christ is 
the logos, the Word - the Way, the Truth, and the Life 
(John 1:1, 14:6), the Light of the World (John 8:12). His 
Church preserves and preaches the purity of His truth 
through her teaching authority, known as the Magiste-
rium.

That mighty truth embraces and governs all of reality -
and yet, America's Catholic bishops admit that, when it 
comes to the Church's teaching on sexual morality, they 
have put their light under a basket.

Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York and the 
President of the U.S. Catholic Bishops Conference, gave 
a revealing interview on the HHS Mandate to the Wall 
Street Journal last year. "We've grown hoarse saying this 
is not about contraception, this is about religious free-
dom," he told the Journal. And then, without being asked, 
he suddenly detoured into the moral realm with what old 
Washington hands would call a "gaffe": a stating of the 
unvarnished truth so blunt that it is never again repeated.

Unbidden, Archbishop Dolan brought up the Church's 
teaching on contraception, and flatly stated that the bish-
ops haven't taught it "since the 1960s."

The "flash point," the archbishop says, was "Humanae 
Vitae," Pope Paul VI's 1968 encyclical reasserting the 

Folks don't normally talk about contraception in polite 
company, they just quietly use it. But during the 2012 
election campaign, a sleazy but brilliantly conceived dog-
and-pony show made contraceptives a sudden center-
piece of the liberal campaign agenda. The message was 
simple: "Contraception is good (you're using it, aren't 
you?), but some nasty old rich men (you know who!) want 
to take it away from you; well, stick with us and we'll make 
sure they don't. In fact, we'll give you all the contracep-
tives you want for free, forever."

In 2012, for the first time in history, an American election 
was won on the basis of sex - guaranteeing to all the fun-
damental constitutional right to the boundless pursuit of 
pleasure paid for with other people's money.

Into this infertile swamp tiptoed the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops.  They are fighting something called the 
"HHS Contraceptive Mandate." They are doing so on le-
gal grounds, specifically the First Amendment's guarantee 
of religious freedom.  Numerous Catholic institutions and 
other entities and individuals have challenged the man-
date as well.

Given the tenor of the last election, far more Americans 
are likely to recognize, the Contraceptive Commandment 
("Universal! Free!") than the HHS Contraceptive Mandate.

The reason, I believe, is simple. A wide swath of Ameri-
cans use contraception. A majority of Americans, includ-
ing a majority of Catholics, either believe that contracep-
tion is moral, or, if they don't - well, they've gotten over it.

Most of these folks undoubtedly believe that they support 
religious liberty as well. Indeed, many Catholics insist that 
they are actually exercising their religious liberty when 
they use contraception, because they are "following their 
conscience."

That is, if they think about it at all.

Social scientist Mary Eberstadt takes a different tack. In 
her brilliant Adam and Eve After the Pill, she advocates a 
serious discussion of contraception - "the fundamental 
social fact of our time" - and a sober assessment of its 
profound and damaging consequences. America's cul-
tural elites have studiously ignored these fundamental 
facts, says Eberstadt, due to what she calls "cognitive 
dissonance" - good old willful ignorance. Folks are just too 
busy enjoying the pleasures of unfruitful sex to contem-
plate their behavior on rational grounds.

Pope Benedict has called our age the "Dictatorship of 
Relativism," and offers honest rational discussion as the 
antidote. Well, we certainly can't expect dictators to en-
courage us all to contemplate the principle of cause and 
effect - after all, it might cause their little political play-
house of cards to come tumbling down. That's where the 
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church's teachings on sex, marriage and reproduction, 
including its opposition to artificial contraception. It 
"brought such a tsunami of dissent, departure, disap-
proval of the church, that I think most of us -and I'm using 
the first-person plural intentionally, including myself - kind 
of subconsciously said, 'Whoa. We'd better never talk 
about that, because it's just too hot to handle.' We for-
feited the chance to be a coherent moral voice when it 
comes to one of the more burning issues of the 
day." (Wall Street Journal, March 31, 2012)

The archbishop went on to say that, after the clerical 
abuse and cover-up scandals broke into the open, the 
bishops gave up: they have lost all credibility with the 
faithful and with the public, so they have buried the light of 
Humanae Vitae under a bushel basket - possibly a cover-
up scandal of considerable magnitude in its own right.

And that's why the bishops insist that "it's not about con-
traception."

Well, then, what's it all about?

Caesar will decide.

Our bishops have staked their claim - with a fortitude that 
is almost unprecedented - on a constitutional principle, in 
cases that are now before the courts. As far as the moral 
case, they have remained remarkably silent, even after 
Cardinal Dolan's candid admission. 

So "it's still not about contraception." 

What, then, should they expect from the courts?

"We are under a Constitution, but the Constitution is what 
the judges say it is, and the judiciary is the safeguard of 
our liberty and of our property under the Constitution." So 
opined Charles Evans Hughes in 1907. Hughes later be-
came Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. By 1958, Chief 
Justice Earl Warren could confidently declare it a "settled 
doctrine" that not the Constitution, but the Supreme 
Court's interpretation of the Constitution, is the "supreme 
law of the land. " (Cooper v. Aaron [358 US 1 (1958)]. 

Should Cardinal Dolan put his faith in five justices of the 
Supreme Court? Or should he trust - and exercise - the 
authority of Holy Mother Church, the Magisterium, and the 
natural law? 

He might well advise the powerful what freedom of relig-
ion means, but he should by no means subject the 
Church to the perverse notion that it is the right of the 
government to decide for the Church what religious free-
dom means.

The Campaign For Humanae Vitae

The bishops might have lost their credibility, but Christ 
hasn't. Using the unerring authority conferred upon him 

by the virtue of his office, Pope Paul VI promulgated the 
encyclical Humanae Vitae 45 years ago this week, on 
July 25, 1968.

In this marvelous document, he explains the beauty not 
only of marriage, but of man's nature, including his sexual 
nature, as created in the image of God. "Male and female 
he created them" (Gen 1:27).

The pope begged the entire church - bishops, laity, teach-
ers, clerics, doctors, and professionals - to teach the 
beautiful truths of man's fruitful sexual nature and to em-
brace them in practice. If we fail, he warned, "man, grow-
ing used to the employment of anti-conceptive practices, 
may finally lose respect for the woman and, no longer 
caring for her physical and psychological equilibrium, may 
come to the point of considering her as a mere instrument 
of selfish enjoyment, and no longer as his respected and 
beloved companion."

Hook-up culture, anyone?

Dr. Charles E Rice, longtime professor of constitutional 
law at the University of Notre Dame, echoed these warn-
ings decades ago as he saw the "contraceptive mentality" 
take hold in our culture. Pope Paul was a prophet, says 
Dr. Rice, who goes on to observe that contraception has 
been a major factor in the massive wave of abortion, 
euthanasia, pornography, promiscuity, divorce, and ho-
mosexual activity that now virtually represent America's 
decadent popular culture.

Cardinal Dolan observed that Humanae Vitae is needed 
now more than ever, especially by the young. That's why 
the Bellarmine Forum launched the Campaign for Hu-
manae Vitae a year ago this week. Since then, thousands 
of people from over 40 countries have signed our petition 
assuring our bishops of our prayers, support, and encour-
agement in their teaching of Humanae Vitae. Readers 
can add their signatures at the Forum's website, 
www.bellarmineforum.org.

In these troubled times for our country, our bishops need 
our prayers, and America needs Humanae Vitae.

(c) 2013 by Christopher Manion. This column is spon-
sored by the Bellarmine Forum, and distributed by Griffin 
Internet Syndicate and FGF Books, www.fgfBooks.com. It 
may be forwarded if credit is given to the author.

Christopher Manion, Ph.D., is Director of the Campaign 
for Humanae Vitae , a project of the Bellarmine Forum. 
He served as a staff director on the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee for many years. He has taught in the de-
partments of politics, religion, and international relations 
at Boston University, the Catholic University of America, 
and Christendom College. (Link)

Soma
(Continued from previous page)

www.bellarmineforum.org.
www.fgfBooks.com.
http://www.fgfbooks.com/Manion/2013/Manion130725.html
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Let the whole church of the saints and the rest of the 
universal church arise. Some, putting aside her true in-
terpretation of Sacred Scripture, are blinded in mind by 
the father of lies. Wise in their own eyes, according to 
the ancient practice of heretics, they interpret these 
same Scriptures otherwise than the Holy Spirit demands, 
inspired only by their own sense of ambition, and for the 
sake of popular acclaim, as the Apostle declares. In fact, 
they twist and adulterate the Scriptures. As a result, ac-
cording to Jerome, "It is no longer the Gospel of Christ, 
but a man's, or what is worse, the devil's."

Exsurge Domine,  
Condemning The Errors Of Martin Luther 

Pope Leo X

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
sons of God. This blessedness, dearly beloved, does not 
derive from any casual agreement or from any and every 
kind of harmony, but it pertains to what the Apostle says: 
Be at peace before the Lord, and to the words of the 
prophet: Those who love your law shall enjoy abundant 
peace; for them it is no stumbling block. Even the most 
intimate bonds of friendship and the closest affinity of 
minds cannot truly lay claim to this peace if they are not 
in agreement with the will of God. Alliances based on evil 
desires, covenants of crime and pacts of vice – all lie out-
side the scope of this peace. Love of the world cannot be 
reconciled with love of God, and the man who does not 
separate himself from the children of this generation can-
not join the company of the sons of God. But those who 
keep God ever in their hearts, and are anxious to pre-
serve the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, never 
dissent from the eternal law as they speak the prayer of 
faith. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Pope St Leo the Great, Office of Readings, Monday, 
23rd Week of Ordinary Time

Being Open to Life
Mr Tony Hensley, OP

I have been asked to share my story of how my wife and I 
were blessed by the adoption of our daughter Emily. We 
received a call from a parish friend in October of 2012 
expressing that her granddaughter was pregnant and was 
looking for a good Catholic family to adopt her baby. We 
were both very surprised by the call but after a couple of 
days to discuss it and think about it we called her back 
and said “yes”.

Julie and I were never able to conceive and after an un-
successful attempt at trying to navigate through a difficult 
and costly adoption process many years earlier; we were 
finally at a place where we were fine with the idea that we 
would just stay a couple.

So the process began with a meeting at our friend’s 
house and a phone conversation with the birthmother. It 
was a very good meeting and so we scheduled another 
one in a couple of weeks. Our next phone meeting was 
more comfortable and we exchanged contact information 
and scheduled a face-to-face meeting with her in Novem-
ber. This meeting went very well and we got to meet the 
birthmother’s mother as well. Things were falling into 
place, which was a good thing since the baby was due in 
mid December.

Soon December came, and on the 13th of December 
2012 baby Emily was born. We were able to hold her for 
the first time two hours after her birth, and we couldn’t 
have been more excited and thrilled. After leaving that 
afternoon, we were excited and exhausted. The next day 
we were called to come and pick her up, wow, God is so 
amazing. Just when you think there’s no real chance to 
share our lives with a son or daughter, God Provides. We 
certainly believe God’s will and timing were at work in 
what took place over the course of two months to make 
all this happen. She is now almost 8 months old and is 
the light and joy of our lives. We love her so much and 

look forward to so many more months and years with 
Emily.

As Julie and I reflect on this unbelievable gift and blessing 
from God, we realize what a great sacrifice of love the 
birthmother and her family made. It was a courageous life 
giving choice, one that should be more encouraged in our 
culture than it is. Not only did Julie and I have to cooper-
ate with God’s will, but also, so did she.

Julie and I have been doing pro-life work in our commu-
nity for the last five or so years helping lead and pray in 
the 40 Days for Life prayer vigils at the Vallejo PP, partici-
pating in the Walk for Life West Coast, and even our most 
recent baby bottle drive which raised 6K to support the 
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center earlier this Spring. It 
has been a very positive and fulfilling experience to do 
this work, and we have seen much fruit come from it. We 
both believe that God is the author of life and that we as 
his creatures need to be open to his plan and will for life 
in our marriages and families. It can sometimes seem 
overwhelming and difficult, but ultimately trusting in God’s 
will and plan even when we do not understand it com-
pletely is always the best policy.

As Julie and I care for Emily and watch her grow up be-
fore our eyes, we realize what a special gift each person 
is to his/her loved ones and in general to all of us. Let us 
be a society of people open to life.

Tony Hensley writes from the 
St Monica  Chapter in Benicia



Truth Be Told 30                                                Page 26                                                  Sep-Oct 

aly.  Our Dominican Laity, St. Monica’s Chapter, commit-
ted to covering the purchase cost of the Three Kings.  
Being a sizable figure, we decided to hold a fundraiser, 
something we do not usually do.  It turned out to be quite 
a party, with wine tasting and heavy hors d’oeuvres, a 
fashion show and a sixties theme, including music and 
dancing.  Many dressed for the period, ranging from hip-
pies to “Twiggy” to “Jackie K”!  James Bond was even 
there in force to protect the models on the runway.  The 
party also involved considerable outreach with many in 
the parish who are not members of our Chapter helping 
out - one has since become an Inquirer - and friends from 
the Benicia community and its businesses getting in-
volved as well.  A touch of the “new evangelization” in the 
guise of a great time?  Perhaps! 

Rita Wergowske and John Lydon 

St Dominic, Eagle Rock

The Chapter is continuing the study of St. Matthew's gos-
pel. We have reports during our Chapter meetings from 
our members on the various edifying and educational 
books that they have read.  Our Chapter members come 
from different areas and are involved in teaching Reli-
gious Education Classes: eg, First Communion, Confir-
mation, RCIA, Bible Study; then those that are available 
also feed the homeless. We have a new Formation Direc-
tor, Mr Tim Roderick, OP, he is a Pastoral Assistant at 
St. Anthony's Church in Torrance. He teaches Seminari-
ans, how to pray the Daily Office. He also prepares and 
plays the music for the liturgies, also, teaches RCIA, and 
Confirmation Sessions. 

We have 2 inquirers beginning their formation in Septem-
ber. Next April 2014, we have 5 Novices that will be Life 
Professed.

Ms Fran Barios OP

From the Chapters

St. Mary Magdalene, Tempe

On Saturday, August 10, 2013 at 10am, three Lay Do-
minican Chapters (Most Holy Trinity, Phoenix,  Mary 
Mother of Truth, Mesa, and St. Mary Magdalene, Tempe), 
will celebrate Profession together. The Mass and Profes-
sion will be presided by Fr James Thompson, OP.  He 
has recently returned to Arizona as the Director of the 
University of Arizona's Newman Center.  He is also Reli-
gious Assistance for St. Mary Magdalene Chapter.  He 
will be joined by visiting Dominican Fr Yousand Shahzad  
OP from Karachi, Pakistan.  

Profession will be followed by a potluck reception at Most 
Holy Trinity Church in Phoenix.

Ms Mary Hutchinson, OP

St. Monica, Benicia

A beautiful Mass was celebrated on Saturday morning, 
June 8th at St. Dominic’s in Benicia.  After the gospel and 
a beautiful homily by our Religious Assistant, Fr Michael 
Hurley, OP, two of our members made profession.  
Aurora Basilio made her first temporary profession, tak-
ing St. Margaret of Hungary for her patron.  Jennifer 
Thornton, whose patrons are St. Thomas Aquinas and 
St. Rose of Lima, renewed her temporary profession.   
Concelebrating with Fr. Michael were our Parochial Vicar 
Fr John Marie Bingham, OP and Fr Mariusz Tabaczek, 
OP from the Province of Poland.  Fr. Mariusz is studying 
for a doctorate at the Dominican School of Philosophy 
and Theology and the University of California, Berkeley.  
He has become a good friend of our parish and our St. 
Monica Chapter.  After the Mass and professions, we 
were invited to the home of our Chapter member Rita 
Wergowske and her husband Gil for community time and 
a brunch reception.

St. Dominic’s Parish in Benicia has been gradually as-
sembling figures for a beautiful Nativity Set crafted in It-

(Continued on next page)
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John Keenan, our LPC Delegate, was recently elected 
as the Dominican Lay Interprovincial Council (DLIPC) 
delegate.  We are so proud of John and the work he 
does.  Congratulations, great job John!!

Carolyn Reese

(Continued on next page)

Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

Blessed Margaret of Castello, Boise

Our chapter is still in the process of studying Vatican II, 
Lumen Gentium and Faith Formation from the Lay Do-
minicans ~ Western Province website.  We have found it 
to be an excellent source!

In July we celebrated our 9th annual Mary Magdalene 
Retreat at our chapter house in Homedale.  Our religious 
assistant, Fr Vincent Kelber OP from Holy Rosary in 
Portland, and retreat master, Br Peter Hannah OP from 
St Albert’s in Oakland both officiated.  Fr Kelber said a 
mass in the Dominican Rite with Bro Peter assisting.  Bro 
Peter gave 4 exceptional talks on the spirituality of Mary 
Magdalene and how we can grow more deeply in prayer 
through her life and the life of Christ.

Our chapter was fortunate to have a visit from Fr An-
thony Rosevear OP and 4 novices in July.  We hosted a 
dinner for them at our chapter house and celebrated a 
mass.  They were delightful to get to know and welcome 
them into the Dominican Order and hearing their testimo-
nies.  We thank Brs Mathew, Pius, Jonathan and Greg-
ory for joining us and wish them well with their promises 
coming soon.
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Installation of new council members presided by Fr. Ambrose Sigman, OP
From L-R: Charo Aguirre, Lorna Achondoa, Andrea Nafrada and Gloria Serpa

Formation Director; Gloria Serpa, Secretary and LPC 
Representative and Andrea Nafrada, Treasurer.

We want to take this opportunity to thank Gloria Serpa 
who has served as our chapter’s Prioress for the last nine 
years.  Her dedication to our chapter has inspired us in so 
many ways. We appreciate the time, energy and spiritual 
gifts that she gave during her leadership. She has always 
shown courage and steadfastness in the face of chal-
lenges, always trusting in the Lord’s will. We are delighted 
that she will continue to serve our chapter as Secretary 
and DLPC Representative.

Charo Aguirre

Holy Rosary, Portland

Julie Undenko made first temporary profession on June 
23d during the 9:00 a.m. Mass at Holy Rosary. A recep-
tion followed in Siena Hall.

Chapter members participated in the Dominican Rite 
Mass that was held for the feast day of St. Catherine of 
Siena on April 30 and helped with the reception afterward.

Study of the Rule and Particular Directory began on Au-
gust 25 and will continue for the next several months as 
part of ongoing formation.

Discussion is underway to plan a Day of Recollection for 
the fall in preparation for Advent and Tony Galati is re-
searching options for a retreat for the coming year.

We will hold suffrages for deceased Dominican Benefac-
tors on Sept. 7 beginning with the 8:00 a.m. Mass fol-
lowed by the rosary and Office for the Dead. We will also 
be offering suffrages for chapter member Maury Glassy 
who passed away last November but we did not learn of it 
until now.

Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of Maury 
Glassy and chapter member Connie Henryk's husband 
who passed away in July, Kay Hampton's sister, Christy 
who is in the hospital, Jane Hoesly who is still on hospice 
and Maria Lesniak who is due to give birth to her second 
child on Sept. 1.

Ms Roberta Powell, OP

Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park

The chapter went on our annual retreat at St. Albert’s Pri-
ory on August 23-25, 2013.  Our Retreat Master this year 
was Fr Ambrose Sigman, OP who was recently ordained 
in May of this year and now serves as Associate Pastor at 
St. Raymond’s Parish in Menlo Park. The topic for the 
weekend was The Three Stages of the Interior Life based 
on the work of Fr Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, OP. Fr. 
Ambrose spoke extensively about the steps necessary to 
attain holiness and Christian perfection. It was a prayerful 
weekend and one that was filled with interior joy and 
grace. By Sunday, we were all inspired and re-energized 
toward a deeper life in Christ.

During the retreat, newly elected Council Members and 
Officers were installed at Saturday Compline. Those in-
stalled were Charo Aguirre, Prioress; Lorna Achondoa, 

From L-R: Gloria Serpa, Ellen Spencer, Hilda Serpa, Fr. Ambrose Sigman OP,
Andrea Nafrada, Richard de Lorimier, Charo Aguirre, Lorna Achondoa and 

Pié Calaguas (Inquirer)
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Activities of St Dominic Chapter of the Laity, Karachi, Pakistan—(Video Link)

comes burden on our budget. One of the worth mention-
ing thing is that on all big programs meal is served 

Group contribution: The group on their own take care of 
the bio-monthly meetings which costs annually ($1200), 
Annual Picnic ($600), Christmas and New Year Program 
($800) Formation of the Laity and Dominican youth 
(IDYM) ($7500) 

We are in Need of: We need support at least for our an-
nual programs which are: profession, ($ 400) Missionary 
journey ($ 600), Feasts, Seminars and Theological Eve-
nings ($ 1000), one of the Apostolates is Education for 
under privileged tribal children its annual cost is($1200). 

Whatever support you can that will be very much appreci-
ated by us all and we will be accountable to you and all 
other benefactors. Further we will share our activities on 
regular basis with you through, mail and pictures. 

Sincerely yours, 
Fr Younas Shahzad, OP, 
St. Daniel the Prophet Roman Catholic Parish, 
1030 N Hayden Road Scottsdale, AZ 85257-3707, 
Room No. 480-945-8437 Ext.205 
Cell No.  480-438-4156 

Dominican Laity in Pakistan

Greetings of peace,

I am sending one presentation on the activities of St. 
Dominic's Chapter Karachi, Pakistan. Try if you can open 
and watch it. 

St. Dominic's Chapter whose religious assistant I am, it is 
ten years young Laity Chapter. It has above fifty pro-
fessed members in it out of them 19 are simple pro-
fessed). They have their meetings in the Dominican 
House of Studies Karachi twice a month (2nd Sunday and 
4th Sunday of the month). Our Student Brothers along 
with me welcome them and help them in their formation 
with the lay persons. They have twice a month regular 
meeting. They have theological evenings and seminars. 
They go once in a year on Missionary Journey for three 
days where they have Formation sessions in the morning 
and in the evening programs are arranged in different par-
ishes. They have different apostolates. one of them is to 
work with the tribal people who need education. Our 
group is working on this project on small level. 

To tell you the truth, our people are full of spirit but they 
can not afford that much money to pay for all the pro-
grams because most of them are not rich. For big pro-
grams I have to pay from our House account which be-

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8c56hqw2xfatq1o/Activities%20of%20St.%20Dominican%20Chapter%20of%20the%20Laity%2C%20Karachi%2C%20Pakistan.wmv
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Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com

1605 N Eagle Creek Way
Eagle, ID 83616

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    -St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8
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