
The Nativity of the Lord

Benedict XVI
“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena
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Dear Brothers and Sisters!

“You are my son, this day I have begotten you” –
with this passage from Psalm 2 the Church begins 
the liturgy of this holy night. 

She knows that this passage originally formed part 
of the coronation rite of the kings of Israel. The 
king, who in himself is a man like others, becomes 
the “Son of God” through being called and in-
stalled in his office. 

It is a kind of adoption by God, a decisive act by 
which he grants a new existence to this man, 
drawing him into his own being. 

The reading from the prophet Isaiah that we have 
just heard presents the same process even more 
clearly in a situation of hardship and danger for 
Israel: “To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 
The government will be upon his shoulder” (Is 
9:6). 

Installation in the office of king is like a second 
birth. As one newly born through God’s personal 
choice, as a child born of God, the king embodies 
hope. On his shoulders the future rests. He is the 
bearer of the promise of peace. 

On that night in Bethlehem this prophetic saying 
came true in a way that would still have been uni-
maginable at the time of Isaiah. Yes indeed, now it 
really is a child on whose shoulders government is 
laid. In him the new kingship appears that God 
establishes in the world. This child is truly born of 
God. It is God’s eternal Word that unites humanity 
with divinity. To this child belong those titles of 
honor which Isaiah’s coronation song attributes to 
him: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-
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The great evil of our time is that people do not go to Jesus Christ as to 
their very Savoir and God. They abandon the only foundation, the only 
law, the only grace of salvation... What is to be done then? We must re-
turn to the fountain of life, and not just to the historical Jesus nor to the 
Jesus glorified in heaven, but rather to Jesus in the Eucharist. It is neces-
sary to bring him out from the shadows so that he can once again take his 
place at the head of Christian society... May the reign of the Eucharist 
increase.   Adveniat regnum tuum.          -   St. Peter Julian Eymard, 1864
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But this joy is also a prayer: "Lord, make your promise 
come fully true. Break the rods of the oppressors. Burn 
the tramping boots. Let the time of the garments rolled in 
blood come to an end. Fulfill the prophecy that 'of peace 
there will be no end' (Is 9:7). We thank you for your good-
ness, but we also ask you to show forth your power. Es-
tablish the dominion of your truth and your love in the 
world – the 'kingdom of righteousness, love and peace.'"

“Mary gave birth to her first-born son” (Lk 2:7). In this sen-
tence Saint Luke recounts quite soberly the great event to 
which the prophecies from Israel’s history had pointed. 

Luke calls the child the “first-born.” In the language which 
developed within the sacred Scripture of the Old Cove-
nant, “first-born” does not mean the first of a series of chil-
dren. The word “first-born” is a title of honor, quite inde-
pendently of whether other brothers and sisters follow or 
not. 

So Israel is designated by God in the Book of Exodus 
(4:22) as “my first-born Son”, and this expresses Israel’s 
election, its singular dignity, the particular love of God the 
Father. 

The early Church knew that in Jesus this saying had ac-
quired a new depth, that the promises made to Israel 
were summed up in him. Thus the Letter to the Hebrews 
calls Jesus “the first-born”, simply in order to designate 
him as the Son sent into the world by God (cf. 1:5-7) after 
the ground had been prepared by Old Testament proph-
ecy. 

The first-born belongs to God in a special way – and 
therefore he had to be handed over to God in a special 
way – as in many religions – and he had to be ransomed 
through a vicarious sacrifice, as Saint Luke recounts in 
the episode of the Presentation in the Temple. 

The first-born belongs to God in a special way, and is as it 
were destined for sacrifice. In Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
Cross this destiny of the first-born is fulfilled in a unique 
way. In his person he brings humanity before God and 
unites man with God in such a way that God becomes all 
in all. 

Saint Paul amplified and deepened the idea of Jesus as 
first-born in the Letters to the Colossians and to the Ephe-
sians: Jesus, we read in these letters, is the first-born of 
all creation – the true prototype of man, according to 
which God formed the human creature. 

Man can be the image of God because Jesus is both God 
and man, the true image of God and of man. Further-
more, as these letters tell us, he is the first-born from the 
dead. In the resurrection he has broken down the wall of 
death for all of us. He has opened up to man the dimen-

ing Father, Prince of Peace (Is 9:6). Yes, this king does 
not need counselors drawn from the wise of this world. He 
bears in himself God’s wisdom and God’s counsel. In the 
weakness of infancy, he is the mighty God and he shows 
us God’s own might in contrast to the self-asserting pow-
ers of this world.

Truly, the words of Israel’s coronation rite were only ever 
rites of hope which looked ahead to a distant future that 
God would bestow. 

None of the kings who were greeted in this way lived up 
to the sublime content of these words. 

In all of them, those words about divine sonship, about 
installation into the heritage of the peoples, about making 
the ends of the earth their possession (Ps 2:8) were only 
pointers towards what was to come – as it were signposts 
of hope indicating a future that at that moment was still 
beyond comprehension. 

Thus the fulfillment of the prophecy, which began that 
night in Bethlehem, is both infinitely greater and in worldly 
terms smaller than the prophecy itself might lead one to 
imagine. 

It is greater in the sense that this child is truly the Son of 
God, truly “God from God, light from light, begotten not 
made, of one being with the Father.” 

The infinite distance between God and man is overcome. 
God has not only bent down, as we read in the Psalms; 
he has truly “come down”, he has come into the world, he 
has become one of us, in order to draw all of us to him-
self. This child is truly Emmanuel – God-with-us. 

His kingdom truly stretches to the ends of the earth. He 
has truly built islands of peace in the world-encompassing 
breadth of the holy Eucharist. Wherever it is celebrated, 
an island of peace arises, of God’s own peace. 

This child has ignited the light of goodness in men and 
has given them strength to overcome the tyranny of 
might. 

This child builds his kingdom in every generation from 
within, from the heart. 

But at the same time it is true that the “rod of his oppres-
sor” is not yet broken, the boots of warriors continue to 
tramp and the “garment rolled in blood” (Is 9:4f) still re-
mains. 

So part of this night is simply joy at God’s closeness. We 
are grateful that God gives himself into our hands as a 
child, begging as it were for our love, implanting his peace 
in our hearts. 

(Continued on next page)
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sion of eternal life in fellowship with 
God. Finally, it is said to us that he is 
the first-born of many brothers. 

Yes indeed, now he really is the first 
of a series of brothers and sisters: the 
first, that is, who opens up for us the 
possibility of communing with God. 
He creates true brotherhood – not the 
kind defiled by sin as in the case of 
Cain and Abel, or Romulus and Re-
mus, but the new brotherhood in 
which we are God’s own family. 

This new family of God begins at the moment when Mary 
wraps her first-born in swaddling clothes and lays him in a 
manger. Let us pray to him: "Lord Jesus, who wanted to 
be born as the first of many brothers and sisters, grant us 
the grace of true brotherhood. Help us to become like 
you. Help us to recognize your face in others who need 
our assistance, in those who are suffering or forsaken, in 
all people, and help us to live together with you as broth-
ers and sisters, so as to become one family, your family."

At the end of the Christmas Gospel, we are told that a 
great heavenly host of angels praised God and said: 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among 
men with whom he is pleased!” (Lk 2:14). 

The Church, in the Gloria, has extended this song of 
praise, which the angels sang in response to the event of 
the holy night, into a hymn of joy at God’s glory – “we 
praise you for your glory.” 

We praise you for the beauty, for the greatness, for your 
goodness, which becomes visible to us this night. The 
appearing of beauty, of the beautiful, makes us happy 
without our having to ask what use it can serve. God’s 
glory, from which all beauty derives, causes us to break 
out in astonishment and joy. Anyone who catches a 
glimpse of God experiences joy, and on this night we see 
something of his light. 

But the angels’ message on that holy night also spoke of 
men: “Peace among men with whom he is pleased”. The 
Latin translation of the angels’ song that we use in the 
liturgy, taken from Saint Jerome, is slightly different: 
“peace to men of good will.” The expression “men of good 
will” has become an important part of the Church’s vo-
cabulary in recent decades. But which is the correct trans-
lation? We must read both texts together; only in this way 
do we truly understand the angels’ song. 

It would be a false interpretation to see this exclusively as 
the action of God, as if he had not called man to a free 
response of love. But it would be equally mistaken to 
adopt a moralizing interpretation as if man were so to 
speak able to redeem himself by his good will. 

Both elements belong together: grace 
and freedom, God’s prior love for us, 
without which we could not love him, 
and the response that he awaits from 
us, the response that he asks for so 
palpably through the birth of his son. 
We cannot divide up into independent 
entities the interplay of grace and 
freedom, or the interplay of call and 
response. The two are inseparably 
woven together. 

So this part of the angels’ message is 
both promise and call at the same 

time. God has anticipated us with the gift of his Son. God 
anticipates us again and again in unexpected ways. He 
does not cease to search for us, to raise us up as often as 
we might need. He does not abandon the lost sheep in 
the wilderness into which it had strayed. God does not 
allow himself to be confounded by our sin. Again and 
again he begins afresh with us. But he is still waiting for 
us to join him in love. He loves us, so that we too may 
become people who love, so that there may be peace on 
earth. 

Saint Luke does not say that the angels sang. He states 
quite soberly: the heavenly host praised God and said: 
“Glory to God in the highest” (Lk 2:13f.). But men have 
always known that the speech of angels is different from 
human speech, and that above all on this night of joyful 
proclamation it was in song that they extolled God’s heav-
enly glory. 

So this angelic song has been recognized from the earli-
est days as music proceeding from God, indeed, as an 
invitation to join in the singing with hearts filled with joy at 
the fact that we are loved by God. 

Cantare amantis est, says Saint Augustine: singing be-
longs to one who loves. Thus, down the centuries, the 
angels’ song has again and again become a song of love 
and joy, a song of those who love. 

At this hour, full of thankfulness, we join in the singing of 
all the centuries, singing that unites heaven and earth, 
angels and men. 

Yes, indeed, we praise you for your glory. We praise you 
for your love. Grant that we may join with you in love 
more and more and thus become people of peace. Amen. 

Midnight Mass, Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Homily of His Holiness Benedict XVI

Saint Peter's Basilica
Friday, 24 December 2010

as reported by Robert Moynihan,
Inside the Vatican Newsflash 

Nativity
(Continued from previous page)

December 25, 2010 - Photo by Franco Origlia/
Getty Images Europe
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“Humanity cannot be allowed to become accustomed to 
discrimination, injustices and religious intolerance, which 
today strikes Christians in a particular way”...“Once again, 
I make a pressing appeal to Christians not to give in to 
discouragement and resignation”.  

This is an appeal given us by Our Holy Father on January 
1, 2011, and indeed how discouraged and resigned our 
own nation has become.  The fabric of our faith in this 
country is being torn apart at such an alarming rate, that 
at this moment it exists only in tatters, and soon there will 
be nothing left at all except a few loose threads.

To clarify this issue, let’s use a quilt as our example.  
Have you ever seen a quilt being made?  It’s wonderfully 
crafted by sewing one piece of fabric, of a certain pattern, 
to another piece of a different pattern.  This process con-
tinues until the entire quilt is made, displaying one beauti-
ful picture out of the many different patterns and designs.  
It’s quite like our faith.  Our faith is made up of many dif-
ferent teachings and aspects of life which, when sewn 
together, makes up the beautiful picture of the body of 
Christ.

Let’s go back to our quilt for a moment.  A quilt has many 
different uses.  It provides warmth and protection.  You 
can lay it down to distinguish an area to rest in.  Some 
display it so that everyone can see and enjoy its beauty.  
The beauty of the quilt is only fully realized when all the 
different patterns are sewn tightly together.  The strength 
of the fabric itself depends on all the pieces being se-
curely connected and in place.

Now image someone tearing out one piece.  Two things 
would immediately happen; first, you lose that piece and 
its place in the full picture; second, you compromise the 
integrity of the connected piece by loosening its threads.  
In addition, the overall beauty of the quilt is now marred.  
Now let’s say that area was never repaired and another 
person came along and pulled on those loose threads 
and tore yet another section out, and this went on and on.  
At this point, not only has the beauty been destroyed, but 
the fabric itself has been severely damaged, thereby ren-
dering it all but useless.  There are now many open and 
loose threads making it very easy to tear out the remain-
ing sections with very little effort.

So it is with our faith in this country.  When one aspect or 
teaching is torn away, it becomes very easy to tear away 
another.  For instance, when you tear away the sacred-
ness of life, it’s easy to pull out the sanctity of marriage.  
When you pull out the sanctity of marriage, it becomes 
even easier to tear away the public display of our faith.  
Before you know it, all the teachings of Jesus, which we 
hold so dear, will be reduced to a pile of loose threads.

Praised be Jesus!

Anti-Christian trends are progressing so fast that even the 
mere mention of Merry Christmas in public is shunned.  
The fabric of our Christian society, which is the fabric that 
our country was built on, is being pulled apart so that one 
can no longer recognize the beauty of the picture.  Since 
we live in the midst of this trend, it’s sometimes difficult to 
measure it.  It’s sort of like killing a frog.  If you want to kill 
a frog you don’t throw him into a pot of boiling water, 
since he’ll immediately jump out.  You first put him in a 
pot of seemingly innocuous warm water.  That relaxes 
and eventually numbs him. Then you turn up the heat a 
little at a time until he’s dead.  Make no mistake, that’s 
exactly what’s happening to the values and beliefs of 
Christianity in our country.  Christians are being numbed 
and lulled into thinking that this warm water we’re in is 
good.  Abortion is considered “choice”.  Homosexual 
“marriage” is called “equal rights”.  When we jump out of 
the pot and point to the Truth, we’re accused of “hating”, 
so back in the pot we go.

Some might say, we’re preaching to the choir, but it’s pre-
cisely the choir that needs preaching to.  Eight-five per-
cent of Americans call themselves Christian.  If that’s the 
case, then there’s a huge disconnect.  It’s become appar-
ent that the Christians in this country are very much like 
the frog in the pot of warm water—soothed and resigned 
to being there.  More than fifty percent of Catholics who 
attend Sunday Mass do not believe in the real presence 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  More than half of the 
couples registering for the Sacrament of Marriage are 
already living together.  Some Catholics enthusiastically 
support politicians who aggressively promote abortion; 
and on and on.

Our Rule, (Section II, #12) insists that we preach the 
Word of God and fight for the dignity of human life, the 
family and the person.  Dominicans are called to the re-
sponsibility and duty of adhering to the exhortation of our 
Holy Father and not to be discouraged (or worse, re-
signed), to the anti-Christian trend in our country and 
world, but to actively fight for our values through prayer 
and action.  Individually, the action that we take will be 
determined by our personal schedules and opportunities.  
Together, at the start of this new year and decade, we 
must pray with one heart and voice for the conversion of 
our country and the salvation of souls.

God Bless you and have a Grace filled New Year
In Jesus and St. Dominic,

Denise Harvey
Vice President Western Province
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Why I will not use "OP" -- G. S. Sims, Ph.D.*

As you undoubtedly read elsewhere the Dominican Laity 
have been instructed to drop the "L" when identifying our-
selves as members of the "Dominican Family." So rather 
than the familiar "OPL" after our name (which had re-
placed the previous "TOP”) we are supposed to identify 
ourselves as "OP." Our provincial president said in his 
email to the Lay Provincial Council representatives, an-
nouncing the decision, that at an “international meeting of 
Dominican laity in the Philippines a few years ago, it was 
decided that the OP laity would adopt O.P. This was then 
approved by the Master of the Order, Fr. Carlos. A peti-
tion to the General Chapter in Rome was made to revert 
to O.P.L., but this petition was rejected. Thus there is no 
longer T.O.P. or O.P.L. but rather O.P. for friars, sisters, 
nuns, and Dominican laity.” 

The Rule states “The Master of the Order as successor of 
Saint Dominic and the head of the entire Dominican Fam-
ily presides over all Chapters in the world. It is his respon-
sibility to preserve intact the spirit of the Order and to es-
tablish practical norms according to the demands of the 
circumstances of time and place and to promote the spiri-
tual good and apostolic zeal of the members” (emphasis 
added) (Rule, III.19.a) and this type of determination is 
within his authority. I fear that it can lead to unintended 
confusion both within and outside the Dominican Family. 

I have decided not to use the “OP” designation. I made 
this decision after reflection and in the spirit of obedience. 
I will not use “OPL” or “TOP” since they are, for the time 
being, forbidden. However neither will I use “OP.” This 
decision is based, in part, on the following:

From the President

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic,

A blessed and happy new year to all of you! I hope and 
pray that each of you have benefited from the graces our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ floods us with during the 
Christmas season, and that we will all realize in 2011 His 
abundant love and guidance. 

I recently dispatched a letter to the Lay Provincial Council 
that I wrote regarding an issue that was evidently re-
solved at the recent General Chapter at Rome.  In speak-
ing with a number of Lay Dominicans around the prov-
ince, it appears that the word has not made it to all the 
chapters yet, so I’ll append that letter here.  The issue has 
to do with the use of “OPL” versus “OP” by members of 
the Dominican Laity, and so I asked our Prior Provincial 
for clarification.  Here is the response that Fr. Emmerich 
Vogt, OP. sent me:

“At the international meeting of Dominicans laity in 
the Philippines a few years ago, it was decided that 
the OP laity would adopt O.P. This was then ap-
proved by the Master of the Order, Fr. Carlos. A peti-
tion to the General Chapter in Rome was made to 
revert to O.P.L., but this petition was rejected. Thus 
there is no longer T.O.P. or O.P.L. but rather O.P. for 
friars, sisters, nuns, and Dominican laity.”

Thus, according to our Prior Provincial, the Order now 
mandates the use of “OP” for those who formerly used 
“OPL”.  I understand that, should you decide to use the 

“OP”, preceding your name an appropriate suffix (Dr., Mr., 
Mrs. Miss, or Ms.) should be used to avoid more confu-
sion as to whether or not the signatory is a member of the 
Laity, the Friars, or a religious community. 

Some years ago, our Provincial Council voted overwhelm-
ingly to retain the use of “OPL” for members of the Do-
minican Laity in the Western Province, I think largely to 
avoid confusion between the various branches of the Or-
der, but also to honor the very positive distinctions be-
tween members of the Laity and the Friars.  Regardless, 
the issue is now a moot point for the time being, due to 
the actions of the recent General Chapter.  I am grateful 
to Fr. Emmerich for his clarification.

Finally, I’d like to advise that the date for our next Lay 
Provincial Council has been fixed for July 8 – 10.  I should 
mention that St. Albert’s Priory can be difficult to book for 
such a large group as ours as the Priory is itself busy with 
the hosting of several groups all wanting to use the facili-
ties around the times the LPC traditionally gathers.  July 8 
– 10, while probably not ideal to everyone, represents the 
best time frame among those available for our meeting.  
I’ll keep you advised as the date gets closer.  In the 
meantime, I am grateful for any updates on changes 
made within the chapters regarding LPC reps. 

In St. Dominic and the Holy Name of Jesus,
Tony Galati, President
Lay Provincial Council
Western Province

(Continued on next page)

From the DLIPC Representative
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Vows vs. Promises. Priests, brothers, nuns, or sis-
ters make vows. We make promises. The members of 
the first and second orders (excuse the lapse to older 
terminology, but it is needed for clarity’s sake) 
through their vows place themselves completely un-
der the (lawful) authority of their superior. For priests 
and brothers that means their local (priory or house) 
superior (prior) and the regional Prior Provincial. We 
pledge ourselves to the Master in a much different 
way. Although the Master has authority over our lives 
as members of the Dominican Family, that control 
does not extended to our personal lives. We are not 
subject to being moved, or reassigned, as are the 
priests and brothers. 

Formation. When a friar, or brother, uses “OP” after 
his name it implies a level of formation. Friars, are 
trained in theology and Catholic doctrine to a much 
greater degree than most laymen. When opining 
about moral issues of the day, explaining doctrine, 
answering questions about the Faith, being identified 
as, for example, Rev. John Smith, OP, lends a certain 
level of credibility because of the readers’ knowledge 
of the writers formation and training. This is not true 
when the writer is a layman. When Mr. (or Miss, or 
Ms, or Mrs) John Smith, OP, expresses an opinion 
the formation and intellectual development of the 
writer is not known. This is an important difference. 
Just as “PhD” describes, in three letters, an academic 
background; “OP,” in two letters, ought to identify a 
level of theological and doctrinal preparation and de-
velopment.

Confusion. Related to “formation,” above, is the 
whole matter of confusing the authority and training of 
the author of the material being reviewed or read. 
Frequently the response to this concern is that the 
writer will preface his or her name with Rev., Fr., Mr., 
Ms, etc.,  to identify the religious/lay status of the au-
thor. This, of course, raises two questions: if the pur-
pose of all members using “OP” is to remove differ-
ences inherent in “OP” or “OPL” just as the “first, sec-
ond, and third" order designations were eliminated to 
treat each as equal in status to the others--using titles 
such as "Rev." or  "Mr," etc. to ensure the reader 
knows the status of the author would seem to defeat 
the apparent purpose of the dropping of the “L” in the 
first place; and, inevitably the honorific of “Mr.”, “Mrs”, 
Miss”, and “Ms” will be dropped to identify an individ-
ual or writer as a member of the Dominican Third Or-

The One Christ is the Foundation of the One Church

The Lord Jesus is the stone which supports the weight 
of the world, which maintains the cohesion of the 
Church and brings together in ultimate unity all the 
achievements of mankind.  In him, we have God’s word 
and presence and from him the Church receives her 
life, her teaching and her mission.  The Church of her-
self is nothing; she is called to be the sign and instru-
ment of Christ, in pure docility to his authority and in 
total service to his mandate.  The one Christ is the 
foundation of the one Church.  He is the rock on which 
our faith is built.  Building on this faith, let us strive to-
gether to show the world the face of God who is love 
and the only one who can respond to our yearning for 
fulfilment.

Pope Benedict XVI, Barcelona, 07-12-2010

“[G]arbage is not just in the different streets of the world. 
There is also garbage in our consciences and in our 
souls.”

-Benedict XVI, General Audience, Nov 3

der. I have seen this repeatedly. The reader has no 
idea of the training, or formation, of the author. This 
lack of context regarding the author makes assess-
ment of the contents of the article, or other writing, 
very difficult.

I am a layman. Fundamental to my concerns about 
this change is what it seems to say about my vocation 
as a layman. When we were identified as “Order of 
Preachers Laity” there was an recognition of our lay 
status. I have written frequently on the importance of 
us to stand up, with pride, in recognition of that status. 
There is a difference between us and the ordained 
and religious. Our lives are our vocation. Single or 
married, male or female, we are laity. And we are lay 
members of the Order of Preachers. I do not think I 
am greater or lesser than my ordained or religious 
brothers or sisters in the order; but I have chosen the 
vocation of layman. I think our wonderful order is 
benefited by recognizing all of our different statuses 
(or in archaic terms: “stations”) in life. 

I began by saying I take this position “in obedience.” I will 
obey the Master, and the General Chapter, and will no 
longer use “OPL” after my name. Nor will I use “OP.” This 
is not an act of rebellion against my beloved Order. This 
is an act of love. One of the mottos of our Order is 
“Veritas.“ Part of promoting truth is to be a clear as possi-
ble. Confusion is the enemy of the Truth. I fear this deci-
sion will inevitably lead to confusion.

*Dr. G. S. Sims is a life professed member of Dominican 
Laity, and is the provincial representative to the Domini-
can Lay Interprovincial Council (North America).

DLIPC Rep
(Continued from previous page)
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From the Editor

As the year of our Lord 2011 dawns on a world which 
vacillates between mans war on God and on his 
neighbors, I cannot help but be struck by the call of our 
Holy Father Benedict XVI to assert the place and role of 
faith in social life; the very foundation of peace in our trou-
bled world.

Not a few times I have heard it said that faith cannot help 
attain peace in our world. Rather, that the existing social  
and political institutions must be used and manipulated to 
bring about structures which will result in peace; preach-
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ would be but a waste of 
time. Power is seductive, even to Dominicans.

“He came unto his own: 
and his own received him not” [Jn 1:11]

Peace, in St. Augustine’s definition, is not the absence of  
conflict, but “the tranquility of order.” Without faith as a 
guide, order and disorder are confused, and even the 
natural light of reason, become increasingly clouded by 
sin and disordered passions fails to discern the natural 
law; with resulting calamitous outcome met by increasing 
disorder in a spiral that leads not to peace; for the very 
conflict ruling the heart of man rules his relations with his 
neighbor.

“When the son of man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?” [Lk 18:8]

It is my hope that this year will see an increase in apos-
tolic endeavors by Dominican Laity, following according to 
our unique charism in the footsteps of St. Dominic for the 
glory of God and the salvation of souls.

Mark Gross
Editor

Vicar Provincial
Fr. Joseph Tran Trung Liem, OP. 
liemtranop@yahoo.com
243-24th Avenue. NW 
Calgary, Alberta T2M 1X2, CANADA

Promoter of Vietnamese Chapters
Fr. Peter Pham Van Huong, OP.
peterphn@yahoo.com
Fr. Joseph Nguyen Thuan, OP.
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(Vietnamese Dominican Lay Inter-Chapters Council 
of the Diocese of Orange, organized in 1980)

President & Formator
Dominic Nguyen Van Nhan, OPL.
nhan-n@sbcglobal.net

Vietnamese Dominican Lay Chapters and Moderators

St. Joseph Thomas Toan Chapter (20 members) 
St. Boniface Church
120 N. Janss St., Anaheim, CA 92805
Dominic Vu Ngoc Oanh, OPL. 

St. Dominic Vu Dinh Tuoc Chapter (92 members)
St. Columban Church 
10801 Stanford St., Garden Grove, CA 92840
Peter Tran Phuc An, OPL. 

St. Vincent Do Yen Chapter (50 members)
St. Callistus Church 
12921 Lewis St., Garden Grove, CA 92840
Anna Ngo Thi Loc, OPL. 

St. Dominic Nguyen Van Hanh Chapter (115 members)
St. Barbara Church 
730 S. Euclid St., Santa Ana, CA 92704
Anna Mary Nguyen Thi Hue, OPL. 

St. Joseph Hoang Luong Canh Chapter (62 members)
Holy Spirit Church 
17270 Ward St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708
Peter Tran Van Thinh, OPL. 

TOTAL MEMBERS : 532 [Up to date Dec, 2010]
  - 280 permanent, - 150 temporary professions, 
  - 35 novices, - 67 postulants

Vietnamese Dominican 
Lay Fraternities of the 

Vicariate of St. Vincent Liem - Canada
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St. Dominic's priestliness shines in his love for the doc-
trines of the Church, his personal love for Our Lord in the 
Mass and the Blessed Sacrament, his penances in imita-
tion of the Suffering Christ, his love for souls, his ability to 
give advice and counsel, his trust in Divine Providence. 
Priestliness is his chief characteristic. Dominican laybroth-
ers, nuns, sisters, and ternaries might say, "How can we 
follow him in this?" "How can we imitate his priestliness?" 
Baptism stamped the Christian character on their souls, 
the character of Christ, the Eternal Priest. It is a sharing in 
His priesthood, enabling them to share in the priestly wor-
ship of the Church. In this sense all Dominicans can live 
their lives in a priestly manner, imitating the priestliness of 
their Founder -- his love for the doctrines of the Church, 
for the suffering Christ, for the Mass and Blessed Sacra-
ment, for souls, and his reliance on Providence. 

All Dominicans should nourish a tender devotion to their 
founder. It does not matter that they find another saint 
more effective in answering prayers. We do not pray, pri-
marily, to get answers, at least, not material answers. 
From St. Dominic we shall receive spiritual answers: the 
ability to understand the Dominican life, to live it well and 
to be zealous for souls. 

Dominicans should go to Dominic because he is a priest 
and remains one for all eternity. In heaven, he keeps the 
priestly outlook, still wants to help souls, can still counsel 
and give advice. When we are troubled, we go to the 
priest. Dominicans! go to Dominic, the priest. Go to him 
because he is also your father. Parents in heaven see 
their children on earth, know their needs and difficulties, 
and can help them. A spiritual relationship binds St. Domi-
nic to his children. The vows of the religious and the 
promise of the tertiary make them his sons and daugh-
ters. Having a claim on him, they should remind him of 
that fact. They should go to him, asking for spiritual bless-
ings, for the grace of contemplation, for the grace to live 
their Dominican life in a holy way. They should remind 
him that he promised to answer. When the friars came 
sorrowfully to his deathbed, recommending themselves to 
his prayers, his reassuring words were: "Where I am go-
ing, I will be of more use to you than I have ever been on 
earth." Fulfill, O Father, what thou hast said . . . . . 

Dominican Spirituality: Principles and Practice, Chapter II, 
William Aquinas Hinnesbusch, O.P.  (link)

(Continued on next page)

The Imitation of St. Dominic
William Aquinas Hinnesbusch, O.P. 

gravely disordered type of human behavior, namely pros-
titution (cf. Light of the World, pp. 117-119) – do not sig-
nify a change in Catholic moral teaching or in the pastoral 
practice of the Church.

As is clear from an attentive reading of the pages in ques-
tion, the Holy Father was talking neither about conjugal 
morality nor about the moral norm concerning contracep-
tion. This norm belongs to the tradition of the Church and 
was summarized succinctly by Pope Paul VI in paragraph 
14 of his Encyclical Letter Humanae vitae, when he wrote 
that "also to be excluded is any action which either be-
fore, at the moment of, or after sexual intercourse, is spe-
cifically intended to prevent procreation—whether as an 
end or as a means." The idea that anyone could deduce 
from the words of Benedict XVI that it is somehow legiti-
mate, in certain situations, to use condoms to avoid an 
unwanted pregnancy is completely arbitrary and is in no 
way justified either by his words or in his thought. On this 
issue the Pope proposes instead – and also calls the pas-
tors of the Church to propose more often and more effec-

Following the publication of the interview-book Light of the 
World by Benedict XVI, a number of erroneous interpreta-
tions have emerged which have caused confusion con-
cerning the position of the Catholic Church regarding cer-
tain questions of sexual morality. The thought of the Pope 
has been repeatedly manipulated for ends and interests 
which are entirely foreign to the meaning of his words – a 
meaning which is evident to anyone who reads the entire 
chapters in which human sexuality is treated. The inten-
tion of the Holy Father is clear: to rediscover the beauty of 
the divine gift of human sexuality and, in this way, to 
avoid the cheapening of sexuality which is common to-
day.

Some interpretations have presented the words of the 
Pope as a contradiction of the traditional moral teaching 
of the Church. This hypothesis has been welcomed by 
some as a positive change and lamented by others as a 
cause of concern – as if his statements represented a 
break with the doctrine concerning contraception and with 
the Church’s stance in the fight against AIDS. In reality, 
the words of the Pope – which specifically concern a 

Note of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
On the Trivialization of Sexuality

Regarding Certain Interpretations of "Light of the World"

http://www.op-stjoseph.org/blog/dominican_spirituality_ii
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Joy Doesn’t Exclude Suffering

You are discovering these days that this joy does not 
take you away from solidarity with the sufferings of hu-
manity, but is intimately related to trust in God. By living 
in this trust, by welcoming it, you permit this radical re-
newal of the human being that Christ came to bring. 
Thus you will be filled with the courage to swim against 
the stream when necessary. Not giving in to the mirage 
of individualism, you will become ever more men and 
women of communion, through the gift of yourselves for 
others.

Benedict XVI to Taizé, Dec 16, 2010

tively (cf. Light of the World, p. 147) – humanly and ethi-
cally acceptable ways of behaving which respect the in-
separable connection between the unitive and procreative 
meaning of every conjugal act, through the possible use 
of natural family planning in view of responsible procrea-
tion.

On the pages in question, the Holy Father refers to the 
completely different case of prostitution, a type of behav-
ior which Christian morality has always considered 
gravely immoral (cf. Vatican II, Pastoral Constitution 
Gaudium et spes, n. 27; Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, n. 2355). The response of the entire Christian 
tradition – and indeed not only of the Christian tradition –
to the practice of prostitution can be summed up in the 
words of St. Paul: "Flee from fornication" (1 Cor 6:18). 
The practice of prostitution should be shunned, and it is 
the duty of the agencies of the Church, of civil society and 
of the State to do all they can to liberate those involved 
from this practice.

In this regard, it must be noted that the situation created 
by the spread of AIDS in many areas of the world has 
made the problem of prostitution even more serious. 
Those who know themselves to be infected with HIV and 
who therefore run the risk of infecting others, apart from 
committing a sin against the sixth commandment are also 
committing a sin against the fifth commandment – be-
cause they are consciously putting the lives of others at 
risk through behavior which has repercussions on public 
health. In this situation, the Holy Father clearly affirms 
that the provision of condoms does not constitute "the real 
or moral solution" to the problem of AIDS and also that 
"the sheer fixation on the condom implies a banalization 
of sexuality" in that it refuses to address the mistaken hu-
man behavior which is the root cause of the spread of the 
virus. In this context, however, it cannot be denied that 
anyone who uses a condom in order to diminish the risk 
posed to another person is intending to reduce the evil 
connected with his or her immoral activity. In this sense 

CDF Note
(Continued from previous page)

the Holy Father points out that the use of a condom "with 
the intention of reducing the risk of infection, can be a first 
step in a movement towards a different way, a more hu-
man way, of living sexuality." This affirmation is clearly 
compatible with the Holy Father’s previous statement that 
this is "not really the way to deal with the evil of HIV infec-
tion."

Some commentators have interpreted the words of Bene-
dict XVI according to the so-called theory of the "lesser 
evil". This theory is, however, susceptible to proportional-
istic misinterpretation (cf. John Paul II, Encyclical Letter 
Veritatis splendor, n. 75-77). An action which is objec-
tively evil, even if a lesser evil, can never be licitly willed. 
The Holy Father did not say – as some people have 
claimed – that prostitution with the use of a condom can 
be chosen as a lesser evil. The Church teaches that pros-
titution is immoral and should be shunned. However, 
those involved in prostitution who are HIV positive and 
who seek to diminish the risk of contagion by the use of a 
condom may be taking the first step in respecting the life 
of another – even if the evil of prostitution remains in all 
its gravity. This understanding is in full conformity with the 
moral theological tradition of the Church.

In conclusion, in the battle against AIDS, the Catholic 
faithful and the agencies of the Catholic Church should be 
close to those affected, should care for the sick and 
should encourage all people to live abstinence before and 
fidelity within marriage. In this regard it is also important 
to condemn any behavior which cheapens sexuality be-
cause, as the Pope says, such behavior is the reason 
why so many people no longer see in sexuality an expres-
sion of their love: "This is why the fight against the banali-
zation of sexuality is also part of the struggle to ensure 
that sexuality is treated as a positive value and to enable 
it to have a positive effect on the whole of man’s be-
ing" (Light of the World, p. 119).

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (link)

At present, Christians are the religious group which suf-
fers most from persecution on account of its faith.  Many 
Christians experience daily affronts and often live in fear 
because of their pursuit of truth, their faith in Jesus 
Christ and their heartfelt plea for respect for religious 
freedom.  This situation is unacceptable, since it repre-
sents an insult to God and to human dignity; furthermore, 
it is a threat to security and peace, and an obstacle to 
the achievement of authentic and integral human devel-
opment.

From Pope Benedict XVI’s Message for the 44th World 
Day of Peace, celebrated 01 January 2011

http://press.catholica.va/news_services/bulletin/news/26596.php?index=26596&lang=en#ESTO%20IN%20LINGUA%20INGLESE
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The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) has ruled 
that, by not legislating for the X Case, Ireland has 
breached the rights of a woman who claimed her preg-
nancy endangered her life. The court interpreted the ‘X 
Case’ ruling of the Irish Supreme Court in 1992 as estab-
lishing a Constitutional “right” to abortion where a preg-
nant woman’s life is at risk. The ruling will put pressure on 
the Irish Government to introduce legislation or official 
guidelines on access to abortion for women in similar 
situations. The ECHR cannot enforce its ruling, however, 
and the Irish Government could decide to ignore or reject 
it. Many other member states of the Council of Europe 
have, in the past, disregarded decisions of this court 
which they found to be unacceptable.

The ECHR unanimously ruled this morning that the rights 
of one of three women who took a case challenging Ire-
land’s abortion laws were breached because she had no 
“effective or accessible procedure” to establish her right to 
a “lawful abortion”. The woman—known only as “C”—had 
a rare form of cancer and feared it would relapse when 
she became pregnant. She claimed she was unable to 
find a doctor willing to make a determination as to 
whether her life would be at risk if she continued to term. 
In the absence of any medical evidence, the court con-
cluded that neither the “medical consultation nor litigation 
options” relied on by the Government constituted 
“effective or accessible procedures”.

“Moreover, there was no explanation why the existing 
constitutional right had not been implemented to date,” 
the court ruled, referring to the X Case judgment. 
“Consequently, the court concluded that Ireland had 
breached the third applicant’s—C’s—right to respect for 
her private life given the failure to implement the existing 
Constitutional right to a lawful abortion in Ireland.” 

“Today’s judgment represents a total disregard for either 
the right to life of the unborn or the practice of medicine in 

No Obligation for Abortion Legislation 
Ireland's Cardinal Brady 

Catholic Primate of Ireland Cardinal Sean Brady has said 
the ruling by the European Court of Human Rights does 
not oblige Ireland to introduce legislation authorizing abor-
tion. He said that the judgment “raises profound moral 
and legal issues which will require careful analysis and 
reflection.” 

But it “leaves future policy in Ireland on protecting the 
lives of unborn children in the hands of the Irish people 
and does not oblige Ireland to introduce legislation au-
thorizing abortion.” 

The Irish Constitution, Cardinal Brady pointed out, “clearly 
says that the right to life of the unborn child is equal to 
that of his or her mother.” “These are the fundamental 
human rights at stake,” he continued. 

“The Catholic Church teaches that neither the unborn 
child nor the mother may be deliberately killed. The direct 
destruction of an innocent human life can never be justi-
fied, however difficult the circumstances. We are always 
obliged to act with respect for the inherent right to life of 

Ireland and can only be described as politically motivated 
interference in the sovereignty of the Republic of Ireland,” 
commented David Manly of Family & Life.

The court ruled that there had been no violation of the 
rights of the two other women involved in the case—A 
and B. All three women were supported in their litigation 
by the pro-abortion Irish Family Planning Association, an 
organization which receives state funding. Its involvement 
in this case is part of a radical campaign to undermine the 
fundamental right to life of the unborn child.

The Irish Government robustly defended Ireland’s ban on 
abortion before the court and said Ireland’s abortion laws 
were based on “profound moral values deeply embedded 
in Irish society”. Today’s judgment makes a mockery of 
the very notion of
human rights by ignoring the most fundamental right of 
all, the right to life. If the government believes what it ar-
gued in this case, then it must act to ensure that current 
medical practice which ensures that essential medical 
treatment is provided to all women in Ireland continues. 
Medical interventions necessary to save a mother’s life, 
even if the life of her unborn child is unintentionally lost, 
are legal and available, but the deliberate killing of the 
unborn must remain a crime.

The Supreme Court Judgment of 1992 was a bad judg-
ment which attempted to circumvent the will of the people 
as expressed in the pro-life amendment to the Constitu-
tion.  The state has rightly declined to legislate based on 
this bad judgment. Its primary obligation is to protect the 
vulnerable and vindicate the rights of the unborn child, 
either through legislation or by referendum. Ireland is the 
safest place in the world to be born or to give birth. Let’s 
keep it that way.

LifeZine, the bi-weekly bulletin of Family & Life in
Ireland. http://www.familyandlife.org.

ECHR Demands that Ireland Permit Abortions
Family and Life Ireland

(Continued on next page)

http://www.familyandlife.org
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human life. The embryo in the womb, he said, is not just a 
collection of cells but “a new living being, dynamic and 
marvelously ordered, a new individual of the human spe-
cies. This is what Jesus was in Mary’s womb; this is what 
we all were in our mother’s womb.”” 

Expressing concern for those facing crisis pregnancy, 
Cardinal Brady stressed that “as a society we all have a 
responsibility to respond sensitively to any woman who 
finds herself dealing with an unplanned pregnancy. I urge 
anyone in this situation to contact CURA, the crisis preg-
nancy support service.” 

Irish Bishops Conference. December 17, 2010
Family & Life Ireland (Link)

France has just awarded the Légion d’honneur to a 
woman who has been a locked-in quadriplegic for 30 
years. Maryannick Pavageau received the distinction for 
her battle against euthanasia. A resident of Sainte Naza-
ire, on the Atlantic coast, she gave an interview about her 
life to the local newspaper after this week’s award: 

“I was 30 years old when I was struck down by this syn-
drome after a stroke. The disease was little known at 
the time, but Jean-Dominique Bauby has described it in 
his book The Diving Bell and the Butterfly. It is a paraly-
sis of the limbs, sometimes more, but you retain con-
sciousness. I was one of the first to survive. After three 
months in a coma, I woke up to the amazement of the 
doctors! I started speech therapy and I spent 32 months 
in the hospital.”

Mme Pavageau is a member of the Association of 
Locked-in Syndrome (ALIS) and contributed to the 2008 
Leonetti commission report about euthanasia in France. 
“All life is worth living,” she told the newspaper. It can be 
beautiful, regardless of the state we are in. And change is 
always possible. That is the message of hope that I wish 
to convey. I am firmly against euthanasia because it is not 
physical suffering that guides the desire to die but a mo-
ment of discouragement, feeling like a burden… All those 
who ask to die are mostly looking for love.”

Euthanasia advocates believe they are doing people like 
me a favor. They are not. The negative emotions toward 
the terminally ill and disabled generated by their advocacy 
is actually at the expense of the ‘dying’ and their families 
and friends, who often feel disheartened and without self 
assurance because of a false picture of what it is like to 
die created by these enthusiasts who prey on the misin-
formed. What we, the terminally ill, need is exactly the 
opposite–to realize how important our lives are. And our 
loved ones, friends, and indeed society, need to help us 
feel that we are loved and appreciated unconditionally.

From Second Hand Smoke, the Blog of Wesley Smith

Report of the Observatory On
Intolerance and Discrimination
Against Christians in Europe

The Observatory on Intolerance and Discrimination 
against Christians is an NGO registered in Austria. The 
Observatory hosts a website which monitors and cata-
logues instances in which Christians and Christianity are 
marginalized or discriminated against throughout 
Europe. The Observatory focuses on Europe (European 
Union, EU accession countries, and wider Europe).

The Observatory gathers instances of discrimination 
against Christians from media sources and individuals 
who report to us. We brief international governmental 
organizations, such as the EU Fundamental Rights 
Agency [] and the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE). Our findings are available 
to politicians, NGOs, journalists and interested individu-
als through our website. The Observatory is a member of 
the Fundamental Rights Platform of the EU-Fundamental 
Rights Agency.

Our work is also aimed at encouraging victims of intoler-
ance and discrimination against Christians to tell their 
stories, and at raising awareness among all people of 
good will that the phenomenon ought to be taken seri-
ously and is in need of common responses.

© by Observatory on Intolerance and
Discrimination against Christians

Vienna, December 10, 2010.
Compiled by the Observatory On Intolerance and Dis-

crimination Against Christians
WWW.INTOLERANCEAGAINSTCHRISTIANS.EU

ISBN: 978-3-9503055-1-7
Full report (link)

Life and Honor

both the mother and the unborn child in the mother’s 
womb. No law which subordinates the rights of any hu-
man being to those of other human beings can be re-
garded as a just law.” 

The Cardinal recalled that at the beginning of Advent 
“Pope Benedict spoke about the coming of Christ into our 
world in the womb of the Virgin Mary. The Holy Father 
reflected on the light that this sheds on the wonder of all 

Destroying Life can Never be Justified
(continued from previous page)

http://www.familyandlife.org/Abortion-and-Embryo/2044/8/26.html
http://www.firstthings.com/blogs/secondhandsmoke
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Five-Year_Report_Intolerance_against_Christians_in_Europe_-_online_version.pdf
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Additional Resources

- Dominican Titles in the Veritas Series, KOC
 Preserving the Sanctity of Marriage, Fr. W. Becket 

Soule, O.P. (#301, Link)
 Catholics and Capital Punishment, Fr. Augustine 

Judd, O.P. (#302, Link)
 Lord, Teach Us to Pray, Fr. Peter John Cameron, O. 

P. (#304, Link)
 Is There A God? Fr. Bernard Mulcahy, O. P. (#306, 

Link)
 First Steps on the Little Way of Saint Thérèse of 

Lisieux, Fr. Peter John Cameron, O. P. (#307, Link)
 The Holy Eucharist, Fr. Bernard Mulcahy, O.P. (#320, 

Link)
 Understand Stem Cell Research – Controversy and 

Promise, Father Nicanor Austriaco, O. P. (#326, Link)
 The Eucharist: Sacrament and Sacrifice, Father Giles 

Dimock, O. P. (#336, Link)
 Do No Harm: A Guide to Human Dignity and Morally 

Sound End-of-Life Care, Fr. Christopher M. Saliga, O. 
P., R. N. (#338, Link)

 Christ: Lord and Savior, Fr. John Baptist Ku, O.P. 
(#358, Link)

 The Gifts of the Holy Spirit – According to Saint Tho-
mas Aquinas, Fr. Peter John Cameron, O.P. (#360, 
Link)

 The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

- Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—call Claire Rogus, 

(650) 570-7835

Lead Kindly Light

Make it your concern, then, to draw on the considerable 
gifts of the lay faithful [] and see that they are equipped 
to hand on the faith to new generations comprehen-
sively, accurately, and with a keen awareness that in so 
doing they are playing their part in the Church’s mission. 
In a social milieu that encourages the expression of a 
variety of opinions on every question that arises, it is 
important to recognize dissent for what it is, and not to 
mistake it for a mature contribution to a balanced and 
wide-ranging debate. It is the truth revealed through 
Scripture and Tradition and articulated by the Church’s 
Magisterium that sets us free. Cardinal Newman realized 
this, and he left us an outstanding example of faithful-
ness to revealed truth by following that “kindly light” 
wherever it led him, even at considerable personal cost. 
Great writers and communicators of his stature and in-
tegrity are needed in the Church today, and it is my hope 
that devotion to him will inspire many to follow in his foot-
steps.

Address of His Holiness Benedict XVI to the Bishops of 
the Episcopal Conference of England and Wales on their 

"Ad Limina" visit, February 1, 2010

Patroness of the disabled and marginalised, Margaret's 
story shows how God has a purpose for even the most 
unfortunate and disadvantaged; that his gifts may shine 
strongly in any of us, whatever our situation in this life. 
Young, small, blind, lame, unattractive, a hunchback who 
was rejected by her parents, in today's world she would 
certainly have been another victim of abortion. Yet, de-
spite her severe disadvantages, 'Little Margaret' emerged 
as an exemplary model of selfless love. In recognition of 
this she was beatified, and now the cause for her canoni-
sation is recognised in Rome. Invoked as the patroness of 
the disabled and unwanted, there are shrines to her in 
America where she is revered as patron of the disabled 
and the marginalised.

Available from the Catholic Truth Society (Link)
Alan Frost has authored other titles for CTS,

including St Louis-Marie de Montfort.

“An act of thanksgiving when things go against our will 
means more than a thousand acts of thanksgiving 
when things go according to our will.” 

Fulton Sheen

http://www.cts-online.org.uk/acatalog/info_B734.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis301.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis302.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis304.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis306.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis307.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis320.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis326.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis336.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis338.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis358.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis360.pdf
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
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Drawn by Love

A small congregation of Iraqi Dominican Sisters is shar-
ing the compelling story of their community’s founding 
and unfolding in a turbulent region, under unusual eccle-
sial circumstances. 

In a new book titled Drawn by Love, Sister Marie 
Therese Hanna, OP, a former prioress of the congrega-
tion, tells the story of their founding as a lay community 
at the end of the 19th century, to present day Iraq where 
the Catholic sisters are striving to rebuild their country 
even as the Christian minority is being persecuted in the 
aftermath of the U.S. invasion seven years ago.

Notwithstanding the treats and danger, as the book re-
counts in its final chapters, the St. Catherine Dominicans 
are dedicated to working alongside their Iraqi brothers 
and sisters – Christians, Muslims, Kurds, Yazidis, and 
others alike – in their mission of helping to build a new, 
nonviolent future for Iraq.  The 280-page history provides 
a unique lens through which to view the tumultuous his-
tory of Iraq; the story of the sisters is intimately tied to 
that of the Iraqi people, whose welfare remains their pri-
mary concern. Published in English and Arabic, the book 
includes 20 pages of photographs and a map illustrating 
the sisters’ mission areas.

Proceeds from the book will be used to help finance 
higher education of the congregation’s young sisters. 
Online orders – http://www.sisterfarm.org or by phone at 
517.266.4035

Born and brought up as a Protestant, he studied the 
books of his religion earnestly, and at the age of eighteen 
considered himself a master in controversy and was very 
anxious to dispute with some Catholic priest. Father Stan-
ney was applied to, and appointed a place and date for 
the conference. Having first preached on the Real Pres-
ence, for the day was within the Octave of Corpus Christi, 
he saw Humphrey in private, and in a short time recon-
ciled him to the Church. Though his life had been blame-
less before the world, he was now filled with contrition for 
his past sins, and an ardent desire to spread that faith 
which he had so strongly opposed. He visited the Catholic 
prisoners, catechized the ignorant, and prepared schis-
matics for their conversion. Falling grievously ill he said in 
the height of fever that the Queen was a heretic, and for 
this he was imprisoned in Winchester jail and sentenced 
to death at the age of twenty-one. On mounting the ladder 
he made the sign of the Cross on the rounds and was 
mocked by the hangman for so doing. Humphrey smiled 
in return, and the hangman, furious, boxed his ear. The 
martyr meekly replied, "Why do you treat me thus ? I 
never gave you cause." He suffered at Winchester, 1591.

"I will show him how great things he must suffer for My 
name’s sake." ACTS ix. 16.

Saul, Otherwise Paul
Ven. Lawrence Humphrey, Layman, 1591

The cover of Drawn by Love showing Sister Marie Aimee Hindu, O.P., 
first native prioress of the Dominican Sisters of Mosul, Iraq.

http://www.sisterfarm.org
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The Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines re-
cently announced the screening of a new movie, Dominic: 
Light of the Church.  Click above to see the trailer (Note:  
The video clip begins with some technical materials that 
were not edited out.  The actual trailer begins about 17 
seconds into the video clip.) 

The Dominican Province of the Philippines gave life to St. 
Dominic de Guzman through the production of the first 
ever feature film on the extraordinary life of this saint, ti-
tled "Dominic: Light of the Church". 

The premiere showing was held at University of Sto. 
Tomas' Medicine Auditorium at 5:00 p.m. on Dec. 11. 

Fr. Quirico T. Pedregosa, Jr., O.P., Prior Provincial of Do-
minican Province of the Philippines led the premiere view-
ing of the film. 

The movie is a gift of the Dominican Province of the Phil-
ippines to the Dominican Order as it celebrates its 800th 
anniversary come 2016. 

Fr. Pablo T. Tiong, O.P., Vice-Rector of the University of 
Sto. Tomas delivered the welcome remarks. 

"Any sincere effort to bring to life a story of a saint... can 
be vital to spiritual growth," he said. 

Tiong added it is not only to employ these modern means 
of communication that the film was produced but it is a 
‘devotional vocation.' It is in this devotional spirit that he 
welcomed the audience. 

Fr. Christopher Jeffrey Aytona, O.P, the film's executive 
producer, in his message said it was similar to the multi-
plication of the loaves, the sharing of resources that the 
film came to be realized. 

He said the film is also in line with the preparation of the 
fortieth anniversary of the Dominican Phils. Province in 
Dec. 2011. 

"The purpose of the film showing is to introduce St. Domi-
nic again. When you watch a movie especially an autobio-
graphical one, he becomes alive especially when you 
watch it in a big screen. St. Dominic's spirit is very much 
alive in us but we want to see him moving," he said. 

"The Dominicans all over the world helped us financially. 
It was a divine providence," he further said. 

The movie was the first Filipino film given support by Film 
France commission. 

Two years in the making 

The movie is an effort of home grown talents being a thir-
teen man film composed of all Filipinos. The executive 
producer of the project, Fr. Christopher Jeffrey Aytona, 
O.P. and neophyte film director, Fr. Marcelino Saria, O.P. 
led the artistic team together with the associate director, 
Marinette Losanta and director of photography and editor, 
Lauro Rene Manda. 

The film was two years in the making. The team directed 
themselves in the revision and finalization of the script, 
treatment of the story, and making of mock-up props very 
much alike the Medieval tools and fixtures. The ocular 
preparation was on Aug 2009 in Spain, France and Italy. 
The shooting of the film ran from July to August this year. 

All actors and actresses are Spanish, French and English 
who perseveringly portrayed their roles to give a picture of 
the life of St. Dominic and how the Dominican Order 
came into being. 

St. Dominic as portrayed in the film is described for his 
selfless love for his brothers and sisters especially to 
those who need help the most, the oppressed and the 
lowly. 

The verse in Matthew resonates in the film as a conviction 
of St. Dominic, the words of Jesus to his disciples, 
"...whatever you do for one of the least of these brothers 
of mine, you do unto Me." 

On his deathbed he said to his brothers, "Do not weep, I 
shall be of more use to you after death than I ever did in 
life." 

From the Friars Blog of the Province of St Joseph (link)
Video (link) 

Dominic: Light of The Church 
A New Film Produced by the Dominicans of the Philippines 

http://www.letran.edu/opphil/main/
http://www.op-stjoseph.org/blog/dominic_light_of_the_church
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sjn0hSbO7Dg
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V. Lord, have mercy on us.
R. Christ, have mercy on us.
V. Lord, have mercy on us. Jesus, hear us.
R. Jesus, graciously hear us.
V. God the Father of Heaven
R. Have mercy on us.
V. God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
R. Have mercy on us.
V. God the Holy Spirit,
R. Have mercy on us.
V. Holy Trinity, one God,
R. Have mercy on us. 

V. Jesus, Son of the living God, R. Have mercy on us.
Jesus, splendor of the Father, [etc.]
Jesus, brightness of eternal light.
Jesus, King of glory.
Jesus, sun of justice.
Jesus, Son of the Virgin Mary.
Jesus, most amiable.
Jesus, most admirable.
Jesus, the mighty God.
Jesus, Father of the world to come.
Jesus, angel of great counsel.
Jesus, most powerful.
Jesus, most patient.
Jesus, most obedient.
Jesus, meek and humble of heart.
Jesus, lover of chastity.
Jesus, lover of us.
Jesus, God of peace.
Jesus, author of life.
Jesus, example of virtues.
Jesus, zealous lover of souls.
Jesus, our God.
Jesus, our refuge.
Jesus, father of the poor.
Jesus, treasure of the faithful.
Jesus, good Shepherd.
Jesus, true light.
Jesus, eternal wisdom.
Jesus, infinite goodness.
Jesus, our way and our life.
Jesus, joy of Angels.
Jesus, King of the Patriarchs.
Jesus, Master of the Apostles.
Jesus, teacher of the Evangelists.
Jesus, strength of Martyrs.
Jesus, light of Confessors.
Jesus, purity of Virgins.
Jesus, crown of Saints. 

V. Be merciful, R. spare us, O Jesus.
V. Be merciful, R. graciously hear us, O Jesus. 

V. From all evil, R. deliver us, O Jesus.
From all sin, [etc.]
From Your wrath, 
From the snares of the devil.
From the spirit of fornication.
From everlasting death.
From the neglect of Your inspirations.
By the mystery of Your holy Incarnation.
By Your Nativity.
By Your Infancy.
By Your most divine Life.
By Your labors.
By Your agony and passion.
By Your cross and dereliction.
By Your sufferings.
By Your death and burial.
By Your Resurrection.
By Your Ascension.
By Your institution of the most Holy Eucharist.
By Your joys.
By Your glory. 

V. Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world,
R. spare us, O Jesus.
V. Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world,
R. graciously hear us, O Jesus.
V. Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world,
R. have mercy on us, O Jesus. 

V. Jesus, hear us.
R. Jesus, graciously hear us. 

Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, You have said, "Ask and you shall 
receive, seek, and you shall find, knock, and it shall be 
opened to you." Grant, we beg of You, to us who ask it, 
the gift of Your most divine love, that we may ever love 
You with our whole heart, in word and deed, and never 
cease praising You. 

Give us, O Lord, as much a lasting fear as a lasting love 
of Your Holy Name, for You, who live and are King for 
ever and ever, never fail to govern those whom You have 
solidly established in Your love. R. Amen. 

The Litany of the Most Holy Name of Jesus 
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and baffling his pious disciples at the same time. After 
feeding thousands with the miraculous loaves and fishes, 
he announced that he himself was "the bread of life." 
Unless you ate his flesh and drank his blood, he warned, 
you have no life in you.

This amazing teaching was too much. It cost him many of 
his disciples on the spot. He didn't try to coax them back 
by explaining that he was only speaking figuratively, be-
cause he wasn't. He was foretelling the Last Supper.

At virtually every step of his ministry, Christ accompanied 
his words with miracles. And the remarkable thing is that 
his enemies disputed the words rather than the miracles. 
Of the wonders he performed, there was no doubt; they 
attracted, and were witnessed by, large crowds. It was 
their meaning that was controversial.

The blind saw, the deaf heard, cripples walked, lepers 
were healed. Where did he get the power to do these 
things? From God or the devil? He used them to certify 
his power to forgive sins, the claim his critics - enemies, 
rather - first found outrageous.

His claims still reverberate. The Gospels attest the total 
coherence of his mission, the perfect harmony between 
his words and his deeds, even the careful order of his 
progressive self-disclosure. His modern enemies, many of 
them professed Christians, don't try to disprove the mira-
cles; they simply assume he never performed them. And 
now some of them assume he never spoke many of the 
words the Gospels record him as saying.

This skeptical attack floors me. The poet Tennyson re-
marked that Christ's greatest miracle was his personality. 
Could anyone else - the four simple authors of the Gos-
pels, for example - have made him up, and put such reso-
nant words in his mouth? "Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away." That's another 
claim that seems to be holding up pretty well.

Such a strong, indeed unique, personality could only meet 
strong - and unique - resistance. This is why Christians 
shouldn't resent the natural resistance of those who re-
fuse to celebrate his birth. In their way, those people are 
his witnesses too.

—-

The Reactionary Utopian by Joe Sobran. (c) 2010 by the Fitzgerald 
Griffin Foundation. All rights reserved.  This column was originally pub-

lished December 23, 2004.

Fitzgerald Griffin Foundation
P.O. Box 1383, Vienna, VA 22183

http://www.fgfbooks.com

Joe Sobran (1946-2010) was an author and a syndicated columnist.
See his bio and archive of some of his writings at

http://www.fgfbooks.com/Sobran-Joe/Sobran-bio.html

As always in our time, Christmas is provoking dissent 
from people who don't want Christian symbols on public 
property or Christmas carols sung in public schools. Many 
Christians find this annoying and churlish. Some even feel 
that Christianity is being persecuted.

The columnist Michelle Malkin writes, "We are under at-
tack by Secularist Grinches Gone Wild." Pat Buchanan 
goes so far as to speak of "hate crimes" against Chris-
tians.

I disagree. In some parts of the world, from Sudan to 
China, Christians really are being persecuted, even mur-
dered. But what is going on in America's symbolic opposi-
tion to Christianity is something different.

Sometimes I think the anti-Christian forces take Christ 
more seriously than most nominal Christians do. The 
Western world, including many of those who consider 
themselves Christians, has turned Christmas into a bland 
holiday of mere niceness. If you don't get into the spirit, 
you're likely to be called a Scrooge.

The natural reaction to Christ is to reject him. He said so. 
In fact, when he was taken to the Temple as an infant, St. 
Simeon prophesied that he would be a center of conten-
tion. Later he predicted his own death and told his follow-
ers they must expect persecution too.

His bitterest enemies weren't atheists; they were the most 
religious men of his age, the Pharisees, who considered 
his claims blasphemous - as, by their lights, they were.

Nice? That's hardly the word for Jesus. He performed 
miracles of love and mercy, but he also warned of eternal 
damnation, attacked and insulted the Pharisees, and 
could rebuke even people who adored him in words that 
can only make us cringe.

To many, he was a threat. He still is. We honor him more 
by acknowledging his explosive presence than by making 
him a mere symbol of nice manners. At every step of his 
ministry, he made enemies and brought his crucifixion 
closer. People weren't crucified for being nice.

The negative witnesses

Some people think you can take Christ's "teachings" and 
ignore his miracles as if they were fables. But this is to 
confuse the Sermon on the Mount with the Democratic 
Party platform. Chief among his teachings was his claim 
to be God's son: "I and the Father are one." "Nobody 
comes to the Father except through me."

His teachings are inseparable from his miracles; in fact, 
his teachings themselves are miraculous. Nobody had 
ever made such claims before, enraging pious Pharisees 

Resisting Jesus
By Joe Sobran

http://www.fgfbooks.com/Sobran-Joe/Sobran-bio.html
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(Continued on next page)

If one didn’t know what Catholicism is, one could get a 
completely wrong impression when looking at some of our 
high-profile politicians of Catholic origins.  True, to the 
one who knows it, it is obvious that that is not Catholi-
cism, and that many faithful Catholics are “out there” de-
fending life, family, home-schooling their kids, and vigor-
ously working for any number of important “Catholic” 
causes.

Communist China had two Catholic Churches: one real, 
underground one, and one phony, pro-government 
(“patriotic”, as they called it).  It’s not quite that bad in the 
US, but we might as well acknowledge deep divisions in 
the US Church, and the widespread phenomenon of clue-
less Catholics, in the pews as well as in the halls of Con-
gress.  How else can we explain how a robust percentage 

Every true reformer, in fact, is obedient to the faith: he 
does not act in an arbitrary manner, he does not appro-
priate any discretion over the rite; he is not the owner, 
but the custodian of the treasury instituted by the Lord 
and entrusted to us. The whole Church is present in 
every liturgy: adhering to its form is a condition of au-
thenticity for what is celebrated.

- Benedict XVI, November 4, 2010 

Helping the New Evangelization

(just under a half) of Catholic voters elected Barack H. 
Obama, arguably the most pro-abortion president in US 
history?  If pro-life issues don’t matter, what does?

Add to that a scarcity of true Catholics in the American 
political landscape.  There are a few very good ones, but 
only a few.

Why?

I don’t know for sure, but I have some suspicions.

When, in the 1960’s, John F. Kennedy and later Mario 
Cuomo publicly demonstrated a de facto reckless aban-
donment of their faith by proclaiming that they wouldn’t let 
their Catholic beliefs interfere with their political service, 
they also dealt a double blow to Catholic presence in the 
public square.

The first blow was a denial of the absolute truth in matters 
such as abortion (1984 Cuomo’s speech on the 24th anni-
versary of JFK’s famous Houston speech), which pro-
vided a license in other areas, e.g. sanctity of marriage.

Few of us would disagree that darkness is gaining ground 
in our world. Abortion, crime and attacks on marriage, 
family and human sexuality head a long list of evils, yet 
many worry more over our economy than our morality. 
Pope John Paul II spoke of an “eclipse” of God, not see-
ing his light because things block our vision. Into this 
worsening situation, Pope Benedict has created a new 
Vatican Dicastery to promote the New Evangelization. He 
will also have the next Synod of Bishops focus on the 
same topic. If our cultures are so deprived of God’s Gos-
pel of Light and Life by those who promote blindness that 
many think money matters more than morals, then our 
highest Church leaders would have us follow the Holy 
Spirit into the next phase of spiritual warfare, bringing the 
light of the Gospel to the world through a new effort of 
preaching and evangelization. What will make this new 
effort so different, and effective, is that much of it will be 
done by the laity.

This has been foreseen by many for a long time. The 
Vatican Council, in its Decree on the Laity, Apostolicam 
Actuositatem, said every member of the Church, including 
every lay member, has a share in the apostolic outreach 
of the Church. Any member not taking his share of this 
work is, “of no use to the Church, or to himself”. In a hom-
ily in Slavonia, in 2003, Pope John Paul II said “the Holy 

Catholics and Politics

Spirit is calling the entire Church, and the laity in particu-
lar, to a new evangelization” of the entire world, even in 
countries that have been Christian for a long time.

We lay members of the Order of Preachers must know 
that God has marked us as part of this outreach. In 1921, 
Pope Benedict XV wrote an encyclical for the 700th year 
of Dominic’s death in which he said the Church looks to 
lay Dominicans to help teach others. In 2001, Pope John 
Paul II wrote to the Dominican General Chapter saying 
that our entire order, with its many vocations, must be 
part of this new evangelization to overturn the waves of 
darkness and error flooding our world.

How can we help? By doing what we can. We can all 
pray. We can all give, even if only a few pennies. We can 
all hope, we can all vote, we can all repent and turn to 
God more completely in faith, hope and love, and we can 
all speak when God gives us the opportunity. If we will do 
what we can, even if it seems very small, we will help turn 
the tide from darkness to light. God will grant us his help, 
and he will give us the Holy Spirit with all his inspiration 
and power, if we but open our hearts in faith to his call.

Mr Roger Vignocchi OP is a member of 
St Dominic Chapter in Eagle Rock California
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The second blow was that a truth heard in Church is not a 
truth, it’s just a belief, hence nothing more than a personal 
matter.

Both are easily refuted, if one cares to.  Lamentably, both 
provide back doors out of faith, when it becomes incon-
venient, such as while on a political campaign trail.  The 
first one, in the case of abortion, has been refuted by 
modern biology, that is science, supposed nemesis of 
religion.  To refute the second one, it is sufficient to un-
derstand the distinction between truths knowable by rea-
son alone, but provided in the Revelation and teaching of 
the Church, from those which are not knowable apart 
from Revelation.  For instance, St. Thomas argued that 
God’s existence can be inferred from His creation, by rea-
son.  Knowing God’s Trinitarian nature, however, requires 
Revelation.  St. Thomas also pointed out that Revelation 
and faith may greatly help us to understand truths know-
able by reason.

Knowable by reason is not necessarily the same as being 
easy to understand by everyone.  While good scholarship, 
like good behavior, are available to believers and non-
believers alike, it just so happens that wise and well-
behaved people are found more frequently among the 
former than the latter.  God’s grace, virtues and Wisdom 
go together.  Godlessness, vice and foolishness often go 
together, too.

We Catholics are needed in the political corner of the 
public square precisely because we are best equipped to 
implement truths knowable to reason, not because it is 
imperative to impose Trinitarian beliefs, or some other 
revealed-only truth, on every citizen.  When, in the Middle 
Ages, hospitals and orphanages were built first by Chris-
tians;it wasn’t because their importance was inaccessible 
to all others without revelation.

To be in the world, but not of the world, is our Catholic 
vocation.  Many good Catholics, having acknowledged 
what was just said above, may still think of America as a 
Protestant country, and thus not really their true home, 
even if sub-consciously.  But when we look at the Found-
ing Fathers’ ideas, we find nothing standing in opposition 
to Catholic beliefs.  Not the separation of State and 
Church, which was expressed by our Lord first in his 
teaching on God and Caesar, then taken up by thinkers 
like St. Augustine in the City of God.  Not the limited gov-
ernment with delegation of power to state and local levels, 
and to the citizens, which resonates with the principle of 
subsidiarity found in the Papal encyclicals.  Nor anything 
else.

Separation of State and Church makes sense precisely 
because revealed-only truths cannot be mandated for all, 
without jeopardizing liberty.  They only work for those who 

(Continued on next page)

believe them.  Today, progressive students of the Found-
ing of our country would like to redefine the meaning of 
this separation, demanding removal of all religion from the 
public square.  But since so much of the Church’s teach-
ing is based on Natural Law and Reason, what the pro-
gressives really want amounts to separation of State and 
Reason.  Which helps us to understand how Congress 
can pass one bill after another without even reading them.

When the American experiment in democracy began, we 
Catholics may have been in the minority, but once we 
arrived, we formed an important part of this experiment.  
If, as some believe, America’s presence in this world is 
providential and exceptional, we have a key role to fulfill.

Thanks to Catholic Answers and other groups of faithful 
Catholics, we have voter guides and other guidelines for 
political involvement.  The American Bishops did their part 
in clarifying political voting principles before the last presi-
dential elections.  And if everything else fails, there are a 
number of good, solid Catholic causes to fall back onto: 
protection of life, social justice, helping the poor.  Our 
Lord promised we’d never lack the latter.

However, it is not the lack of worthy causes, but rather the 
gravity of the present political situation in our country, and 
perhaps in the world at large, that leads me to these 
questions:

To what extent are we, as Catholics, obligated to support 
the American system of representative democracy?  Is 
defending democracy a “Catholic” cause, like defending 
life?

The Church does not teach that one form of government 
or economic system is better than another.  Short of dis-
approval of abusive systems, she leaves it up to our in-
formed conscience to decide.  While in voting for individ-
ual politicians we can apply the litmus test on key moral 
issues (abortion, euthanasia, gay unions etc.) and dismiss 
as misguided and unworthy of office any candidate who 
places, for instance, social justice above the right to life 
(as if it was possible to be just to everyone while denying 
the right to life to some), it may seem that the American 
system par excellence cannot enjoy the same protection 
status as those fundamental moral issues, simply be-
cause it is not, in any way, equal to them.

But this could be a dangerous fallacy.

While the principles of the American representative de-
mocracy are not sacred in the same sense as is life or 
truth, the present political landscape in our country is one 
of a brutal assault on democracy, not one of a civilized 
discourse about it.  Lawmakers passing bills without read-
ing them while bribing Congressmen, local government 

Catholics and Politics
(Continued from previous page)
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On Saturday Morning, Octo-
ber 9, 2010 during the 8:15 
A.M. mass, my special day 
had arrived.  My first Tempo-
rary Profession.   I processed 
down the isle of St. Dominic 
Church with my fellow laity 
members going two by two.   I 
felt calm and at peace with 
the spirit of God in my heart 
and comfortable with my re-
sponses because we had a 
short rehearsal the night be-
fore.  I made a sincere prom-
ise to observe the rule of the 
Dominican Laity with God’s 
mercy and with the help of my 
chosen holy patron, Saint 

Agnes of Montepulciano.  Re-
ceiving my beautiful, blessed, 
black and white Dominican 

cross was so meaningful to me.  This is one more step in 
my journey of faith with St. Dominic and my fellow Do-
minicans to help and guide me.  I look forward to the com-
ing year of study and growth.  To share what I will learn 
with others and pray that what I do is for the glory of God.

I pray that through the intercession of St. Dominic, I may 
be faithful to the spirit of the Order of Preachers and for 
the grace to live my faith more fully in this world. My hope 
is to reflect and receive in my heart the full resonance of 
the voice of the Holy Spirit and to unite my personal 
prayer more closely with the word of God and public voice 
of the Church.

Mrs Diane Thomas OP is a member of 
St. Monica’s Chapter, Benicia, Ca.

If I could describe my spe-
cial day in one word, I 
would say that it was 
“Joyful”.  This is part two in 
my journey of faith with the 
Dominican Laity and as a 
convert of 30 years now, I 
never would have believed 
that my journey would take 
me to this point.  Yes, it 
has been baby steps and 
a treasured leap of faith to 
join the Dominicans.  I 
have never felt such a 
love, support and connec-
tion with my fellow broth-
ers and sisters in Christ as 
I do with the members of 
our chapter.

When I first became an In-
quirer, I found it all so confusing.  Even though I loved 
being with the members, I had a hard time with praying 
the Liturgy of The Hours, and finding the time to do all of 
the study.  When it came time to be received, truth be 
told, I decided that I would drop out and really think about 
whether I was ready to make a commitment.  I questioned 
myself as to whether I wanted to grow in holiness or just 
be part of the group.  After two months away, I came to 
realize that I really missed the meetings and the people 
and I returned to begin again.

I was received into the order and got my scapular.  I en-
joyed my study, learned to pray the Liturgy of the Hours 
better and knew I was ready to make a commitment.  

(R to L) Diane Thomas, Fr Michael Hurley, and Rita Wergowske (second 
temporary profession) on October 9th at St. Dominic, Benecia.

Reflections on my First Profession to the Dominican Laity

misappropriating public funds, the President abusing his 
executive power in an unprecedented way, etc.  Add to 
this voter fraud and it should be clear that what we are 
witnessing is not a democratic discourse about the merits 
of democracy - after all we could democratically decide 
that tyranny is the most appropriate political system - but 
an outright assault on democracy itself.

Defending Truth is a moral imperative, whether in politics 
or anywhere else.  Today, in America, this means defend-
ing the American system of democracy from an unprece-
dented and treacherous assault.

If the American system needs changes, let’s have a re-
spectful dialog about it, in truth.  We have had enough 
lies, manipulation and bribery.

Grass-roots movements are springing up across America, 
to stave off the flood of lies and bribery, to defend truth 
and to save a corner in the public square where a 
thoughtful dialog about our Country’s future can take 
place.  There is room for Catholics.

The entrance is free.  The absence could prove very 
costly.

Mr Edmund Pierzchala OP is a member of
Holy Family Chapter, Portland Oregon.

Catholics and Politics
(Continued from previous page)
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St Mary Magdalene, Tempe

Our Christmas gathering took place on December 13 at 
Maryanne Thacker's home.  We had quite a crowd (our 
membership is in the mid 30s now) but everyone had a 
good time.  This year, as our Christmas activity, we've 
participated in the toy drive for Tempe Community Action 
Agency, a nonprofit social service organization here in 
town.

One of our members, Jim Serio, has been in the Repub-
lic of Georgia this year, teaching English.  He has had 
quite an adventure, which he has shared with us via his 
blog.  He'll be home soon for a month, bringing Georgian 
goodies with him.  We're planning a little reunion, and he'll 
be at our January meeting.   

Ms Karen Woods OP

From the Chapters

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park

On October 16, 2010, the Corpus Christi Chapter held a 
day of recollection at St. Albert's Priory in Oakland led by 
Fr. Bryan Kromholtz, O.P. The title of the retreat was 
"Eucharist and the Dominican Life". Fr. Bryan, who is cur-
rently an Assistant Professor at the Dominican School of 
Philosophy and Theology in Berkeley, explained that the 
through the Eucharist we are conformed to Jesus and 
made present to God. The closest and deepest way to be 
united to Jesus is through the Eucharist where we share 
in the prophetic office of Christ and by which we are 
called to proclaim the faith. He said that the Eucharist 
must be central to our Dominican life and our mission as 
Dominicans is to bring others to Jesus by our example 
and actions. He further emphasized the importance of 
Eucharistic adoration by which we give a silent but elo-
quent proclamation of Jesus to the world.  Our day began 
early by joining the community with the office of readings 
and Mass in the morning, continued on with conferences 
given by Fr. Bryan, midday prayer and Rosary, Eucharis-
tic adoration and confessions. He also presided in the 
installation of new and returning council members and 
officers which included Gloria Serpa as Prioress; Maria 
Rosario (Charo) Aguirre as Formation Director; Ellen 
Spencer as Secretary and Lorna Achondoa as Treas-
urer. We ended this beautiful day of reflection with eve-
ning prayers with the community.   Recently, our chapter 
officially received new members namely, Marie DeLorim-
ier as a life-professed transferee from the Albert le Grand 
chapter of the Couvent de l'Annonciation in Paris, France 
and Christina Moore-Rivera as novice.  We also have a 
new postulant, Richard DeLorimier and we are expect-
ing a new inquirer in November. 

Miss Charo Aguirre, OP

Corpus Christi Chapter Day of Recollection, L-R: Miss Charo Aguirre, OP; 
Mrs Muriel Brennan, OP; Mrs Lorna Achondoa, OP, Miss Gloria Serpa, 
OP; Fr. Bryan Kromholtz, OP; Mrs Ellen Spencer, OP; Richard DeLorimier 
(postulant), Mrs Claire Rogus, OP; Mrs Marie DeLorimier, OP.  Not in 
photo: Mrs Hilda Serpa, OPL and Christina Moore-Rivera (novice)

(Continued on next page)

Installation of council members presided by 
Fr. Bryan Kromholtz, OP
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Back row:  Mr Dennis Cook, OP; Mr Brian White, OP; Mr 
Charles Brady, OP; Br Jerry Scher, OSC
Middle row:  Claudia Jones (Inquirer); Fr. Bob Rossi, 
OSC; Mrs Kim Gatewood, OP; Mr Fred Rouse, OP; Mr 
Lee Anderson, OP
Front row:  Ms Kathryn Ford, OP; Mr Roy Erfurt, OP; Ms 
Roni Englett, OP; Ms Sandy LaChance, OP; Mr Ruben 
Guerrero, OP

From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

Holy Trinity, Phoenix

Holy Trinity Chapter held an election in October for a new 
Moderator.  The previous Moderator, Mr Dennis Cook, 
OP, had completed 2 terms in office. Mrs Kim Gate-
wood, OP was elected the new moderator.

Holy Trinity Chapter also held their annual retreat on Oct 
22-24.  The retreat was hosted by the Benedictine Sisters 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Monastery in Phoenix.  Fr. 
Bob Rossi, OSC, a Crosier father, led the retreat.  The 
retreat was on the Crosier Spiritual Exercises.  The focus 
of these exercises is to identify the cross experiences (or 
"skull places") in our lives and how we can move through 
them and embrace them in order to experience resurrec-
tion.  All agreed that it was a very powerful retreat experi-
ence.

The chapter is also continuing its study of the Gospel of 
Matthew.

Mr Brian White, OP
Chapter Secretary

The picture was taken during our retreat.

San Martin de Porres Chapter, Tucson

Moderator, Erik Pytlak, has moved to Portland, Oregon 
to accept a new job. He intends to join a Chapter of the 
Dominican Laity in that location. Good luck Erik, we will 
miss you. Gail Gibbons, Assistant Moderator, was se-
lected by the Council to complete Erik’s term which will 
end May 31, 2011 and Cindy Womack, Councilor, was 
selected by the Chapter to complete Gail’s term as Assis-
tant Moderator which will also end May 31. The Chapter 
selected Norma Lopez, Barbara Lynch and Loretta 
Salado to join the Council as three new Councilors.

An information gathering was hosted by our Formation 
Team on October 23 in Green Valley, AZ and attracted 
five potential inquirers. Of these, all five have expressed 
an interest in learning more about the Dominican Laity 
way of life and consequently, we have an inquiry group in 
formation in Green Valley. In addition, at our first inquiry 
meeting in Tucson on November 14, five new individuals 
joined and are enthusiastically undertaking the inquiry 
year of discernment.

On December 4, 2010, the Chapter held its annual day of 
reflection which closed with Mass and profession cere-
mony. Father Michael Fones, OP, our Religious Assis-
tant, led the all day retreat. This year’s theme was entitled 
Responding to the New Evangelization. During Mass, our 
five inquirers, John Benolken, Alma Rosa Enciso, 
Jeannette Hemingway, Carmen Polder and Shirley 
Saulsgiver were received into the Chapter as Candi-
dates. They will be studying the Beatitudes during their 
new study year. Mark Duke and Barbara Lynch made 
their life promises while Norma Lopez and Loretta 
Salado renewed their promises for one year. A reception 
followed the Mass where retreatants, family and friends 
gathered to celebrate the wonderful events of the day.

The professed members of the Chapter selected the book 
The Holy Longing written by Ronald Rolheiser as their 
study topic for the year. Each month professed members 
prepare and present one chapter of the book. At our Oc-
tober meeting, Dr. Linda Ryan made a very thoughtful 
presentation of Chapter One, What is Spirituality. This 
prepared us well for our following month’s annual day of 
reflection.

The San Martin de Porres Chapter prays the blessings of 
St. Dominic be with us all and that the spirit of his teach-
ings guide us all throughout this New Year.

Ms Gail Gibbons, OP, Moderator
Mr Raul Delgado, OP, Secretary

(Continued on next page)
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From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

St Albert the Great, Oakland

Joyce Calagos, one of our members who has been very 
active in the cause of peace and justice, had the marvel-
ous opportunity to go to Oberamergau.  She saw the 
next- to- last performance of the six hour long Passion 
Play.  The play has been given every ten years since 
1634 when the village pledged to make the effort as a 
plea to stop the plague that had ravaged that part of Ger-
many.  The plague stopped and the play continues.  Per-
formances start at 2 and break at 5 and the evening per-
formance, a continuation of the afternoon play, starts at 8 
and ends at 11.  A long, very moving performance Joyce 
reported.  She described the scenes that moved her most 
as another member of the chapter took the beautiful sou-
venir book, with its excellent photographs, around to each 
member so that we all had a good "feel" of the play.  The 
scenes she loved best were: The Last Supper, The Cruci-
fixion, the Resurrection, the Accusations (Christ before 
Pilate) and the Ascension.

Joyce answered many questions and it was interesting to 
learn that all the cast members must be from Oberamer-
gau and the one who is chosen to be the Christ must 
spend six months off by himself to learn the part and at 
least have some sense of what Jesus endured for all of 
us. Save your money and go in 2020!

The chapter also reviewed plans for our Holy Innocents' 
celebration.  On the first Sunday in January, holy cards 
are exchanged and each member has an active member, 
a prayer member, a deceased member and, usually, two 
friars to pray for all year.  Then we celebrate with a pot-
luck party - a great to start the new year.  We recommend 
it to all chapters in the province, especially suggesting 
prayers for our friar brothers, especially the one to be 
elected as our new provincial in January, and those who 
will enter the Order in August.

We trust that the Lord will bless each of us and give us 
the grace to help build a more peaceful just world in 2011!

Miss Ellen Logue OP

Holy Rosary, Portland

Welcome to Maria Lezniak who is a life professed mem-
ber from Mexico and has joined our chapter. Maria told us 
a little about her former chapter in Mexico and some of 
the similarities and differences between that chapter and 
this one.

Once again Cecilia Hoesly coordinated the annual 
Thanksgiving basket apostolate. Volunteers form the 
chapter and various parish organizations and individuals 
served Thanksgiving baskets to 80 families with food left 

over. The left over food was donated to Dignity Village (a 
camp for homeless people in the local area). Special 
thanks go to parish member Ed Gustafson who helps 
year round by finding sales and good deals on food to 
donate.

Suffrages went well on Nov. 6 (all souls in purgatory) and 
Nov. 13 (all deceased Dominicans). Suffrages began with 
Mass at 8:00 a.m. followed by the Rosary and Office for 
the Dead on each of those dates.

On October 9 we had a Day of Recollection with Fr Vin-
cent Benoit, OP presenting sessions on Officio Divino.

Marjie Leo is making prayer cards to be distributed to 
each chapter member in our January meeting. Each card 
will have the name on one living chapter member and one 
deceased chapter member to pray for in 2011 as well as 
a Dominican Saint to pray to for intercession.

Plans are underway for an Epiphany Party scheduled for 
January 9, 2011. Mary Fazio has offered to host it in her 
home.

Sick report: Please pray for Eadie Roland, Joanne Moore, 
Terri Mersereau, Jane Hoesly, Suzie King, Margaret 
Fuleki's daughter and grandchildren.

Former chapter member Paul Delegado passed away in 
November. Please keep Paul and his wife, Lori in your 
prayers.

Ms Roberta Powell, OP

St Dominic, Eagle Rock

St Dominic's Chapter is beginning to look at how we can 
be part of the New Evangelization. We had a pot-luck 
Christmas party, not at all dampened by heavy rain. 
Sadly, some of our members from far up the hill were 
snowed in and couldn't make it. We recently began hav-
ing teams of people take turns providing food at our regu-
lar meetings. Nutritionally speaking, our meetings are 
much improved. Michael Rohrkemper is doing a great job 
putting together a Chapter newsletter. 

Mr Roger Vignocchi OP

St Dominic, San Diego

The St. Dominic Chapter-in-Formation attended its first 
retreat on November 20, 2010, with our spiritual adviser 
Fr Vincent Serpa, OP directing. The retreat was held at 

(Continued on next page)
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From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

the Little Flower Haven in La Mesa, California, a retire-
ment home run by Discalced Carmelites. The proceed-
ings, which included a talk by Fr. Serpa, Mass, and a 
post-lunch reflection, were enlivened by an unforeseen 
encounter with a group of Secular Carmelites, who dis-
covered the room had been inadvertently double-booked. 
(Members of both lay orders were able to resolve the con-
fusion without rancor, no doubt due to the intercession of 
Sts. Dominic and Therese of Lisieux.)

On November 16, three members of the chapter made 
first profession, bringing the total number of professed to 
ten, including Fr. Serpa. At Vespers, Celina Ortiz, Na-
than Le, and Sophia Sproule received the cross of the 
Dominican Order. The chapter also includes two candi-
dates and one inquirer.

On December 14, we held our annual council elections. 
Elected were professed members Miss Celina Ortiz  OP
(Prioress), Miss Sophia Sproule OP (Subprioress), and 
Mr Nathan Le OP (Treasurer), as well as candidate De-
nise Lingvall (Secretary). Chapter members also unani-
mously agreed that candidate Frederick Valdez would 
serve as the group’s historian.

As a chapter we are studying Dominican Penitent 
Women, which has offered all of us in formation valuable 
insight into the origins of the Third Order of St. Dominic.

Miss Sophia Sproule OP

St Andrew, Riverside

We recently gathered for an early Christmas party.  We 
collected money to send to Mother Teresa's Missionaries 
of Charity here in Southern California. During January 
and February, we will be studying the book The New 
Wine of Dominican Spirituality, by Fr Paul Murray, OP.  I 

I live in the very south of Norway, and am a member of 
the Norwegian lay Dominican fraternity based in Oslo. I 
have to travel 400 kilometers to meet with my fraternity, 
so naturally I am eager to find good resources on the 
internet to  nourish me between my trips!

In Christo,

Elisabeth Maria

have read the book and it is excellent!  We wish all of our 
Dominican brothers and sisters a blessed and happy new 
year!

Mr. William Rabalais, OP

Blessed Margaret of Castello, Boise

The Blessed Margaret of Castello Chapter in November 
received into the chapter as a novice Ms Margaret Keeler 
OP.  After the reception, the chapter held a Thanksgiving 
banquet and Bill Burns, a candidate for Deacon in the 
diocese, gave a presentation and lecture on Holy Scrip-
ture. Bill is a distance learning student at Holy Apostles 
Seminary in Cromwell Connecticut, where he has had the 
blessing to have taken classes from Fr. Brian Mullady 
OP.  

For the December meeting the chapter met at the home 
of Mrs Carolyn Reese OP for a Christmas party potluck 
dinner and gift exchange.  Both events were quite delight-
ful.

Mr Mark Gross OP

From the Mailbag
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Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.opl@gmail.com

3337 S. Minuteman Pl.
Boise, ID 83706

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    -St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8
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