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God Is Reason, God Is Will, God
Is Love, God Is Beauty
Benedict XVI
“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena
Dear Brothers and Sisters!
Today we celebrate the great solemnity of Pentecost. If, in a certain sense, all of the Church's liturgical celebrations are great, this one of Pentecost
is so in a singular manner, because, arriving at the
50th day, it marks the fulfillment of the Easter
event, of the death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, through the gift of the Risen Lord's Spirit.
The Church has prepared us in recent days for
Pentecost with her prayers, with the repeated and
intense plea to God for a renewed outpouring of
the Holy Spirit upon us. The Church re-lived in this
way the events of her origins, when the Apostles,
gathered in the cenacle in Jerusalem "were perseverant and united in prayer together with some
women and Mary, the mother of Jesus, and his
brothers" (Acts 1:14). They were gathered in humble and confident expectation that the Father's
promise communicated to them by Jesus would
be fulfilled: "Before long you will be baptized in the
Holy Spirit … you will receive the power of the
Holy Spirit, who will descend upon you" (Acts 1:5,
8).

In the Acts of the Apostles, where the Holy Ghost descended upon the
faithful, He appeared under the image of fire.... So it was when Gideon
was about to defeat the Madianites, and commanded his three hundred
men to take pitchers, and to carry burning torches in the pitchers, and a
trumpet in their right hands (Judges 7:16); so our Fathers cherished what
they have received from the Apostles; because our bodies are pitchers,
formed from the clay of the earth, which shall burn with the fire of spiritual grace, and shall bear witness with the voice of confession to the
Passion of the Lord Jesus.
St. Ambrose, Sermon on the Names of the Holy Spirit

In the Pentecost liturgy, corresponding to the narrative of the Acts of the Apostles of the birth of the
Church (cf. Acts 2:1-11), is Psalm 103, which we
heard: a praise that goes up from all creation, exalting the Creator Spirit, who did everything with
wisdom: "How many are your deeds, O Lord! You
have done them with wisdom; the earth is filled
with your creatures … may it always be the glory
of the Lord; may the Lord rejoice in his
works" (Psalm 103:24, 31). What the Church
wishes to tell us is this: The creator Spirit of all
things, and the Holy Spirit whom Christ had sent
from the Father to the community of disciples, are
Continued on page 2)

Prayer
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one and the same: creation and redemption belong reciprocally to each
other and they constitute, in their
depths, a single mystery of love and
salvation. The Holy Spirit is first of all
the Creator Spirit and so Pentecost is
the feast of creation. For us Christians
the world is the fruit of an act of the
love of God, who made all things and
who rejoices in them because they
are "good," "very good," as the account of creation states (cf. Genesis
1:1-31).
Thus God is not totally Other, unnamable and obscure.
God reveals himself, he has a face, God is reason, God is
will, God is love, God is beauty. The faith in the Creator
Spirit is the faith in the Spirit whom the risen Christ bestowed upon the Apostles and bestows on each one of
us; they are therefore inseparably joined.
Today's second reading and Gospel show us this connection. The Holy Spirit is he who helps us recognize the
Lord, and he makes us pronounce the Church's profession of faith: "Jesus is Lord" (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:3b).
"Lord" is the title given to God in the Old Testament, a title
that in the reading of the Bible took the place of his unspeakable name. The Church's Creed is nothing more
than the development of what is said with this simple affirmation: "Jesus is Lord." St. Paul tells us of this profession
of faith that it is from the word and work of the Holy Spirit.
If we want to be in the Spirit, we must adhere to this
Creed. Making it our own, accepting it as our word, we
acquiesce to the work of the Holy Spirit.
The expression "Jesus is Lord" can be read in two
senses. It means: Jesus is God, and at the same time:
God is Jesus. The Holy Spirit illuminates this reciprocity:
Jesus has divine dignity, and God has the human face of
Jesus. God shows himself in Jesus and with this conveys
to us the truth about ourselves. The event of Pentecost is
letting ourselves be deeply enlightened by this word. Reciting the Creed we enter into the mystery of the first Pentecost: There occurs a radical transformation in the chaos
of Babel, in those voices that vie against each other: the
multiplicity becomes a multiform unity; from the unifying
power of Truth comes growth in understanding. In the
Creed that brings us together from the four corners of the
earth, which, through the Holy Spirit, does this in a way
that permits understanding even in the midst of the diversity of languages, through faith, hope and love, is formed
the new community of the Church of God.
The Gospel passage offers us a marvelous image to clarify the connection between Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the
Father: the Holy Spirit is represented as the breath of the
risen Jesus Christ (cf. John 20:22). The Evangelist John
borrows an image here from the account of creation,
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where it says that God breathed into
man's nostrils a breath of life (cf.
Genesis 2:7). The breath of God is
life. Now the Lord breathes into our
soul the new breath of life, the Holy
Spirit, his most intimate essence, and
in this way we are welcomed into the
family of God. With baptism and confirmation we are given this gift in a
specific way, and with the sacraments
of the Eucharist and penance it is continually repeated: the Lord breathes a
breath of life into our soul. All of the sacraments, each in
its proper way, communicate the divine life to man thanks
to the Holy Spirit who works in them.
In today's liturgy we see another connection. The Holy
Spirit is both Creator and the Spirit of Jesus Christ, in a
way however that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one
single God. And in light of the first reading we can add:
The Holy Spirit animates the Church. She does not derive
from the human will, from reflection, from man's ability
and from his capacity to organize, because if this were
the case, she would have already been extinct for some
time, just as every human thing passes. She is rather the
Body of Christ animated by the Holy Spirit. The images of
wind and fire, used by St. Luke to represent the coming of
the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 2:2-3), recall Sinai, where God
was revealed to the people of Israel and he granted them
his covenant; "Mount Sinai was covered in smoke," we
read in the Book of Exodus, "because the Lord had descended upon it in fire" (19:18). In fact Israel celebrated
the 50th day after Passover, after the commemoration of
the flight out of Egypt, as the feast of Sinai, the feast of
the Covenant. When St. Luke speaks of tongues of fire to
represent the Holy Spirit, the ancient covenant, established on the basis of the Law received by Israel on Sinai,
is recalled. Thus, the event of Pentecost is represented
as a new Sinai, as the gift of a new covenant in which the
alliance with Israel is extended to all the peoples of the
earth, in which all of the barriers of the old Law crumble
and its holiest and immutable core appears, which is love,
that precisely the Holy Spirit communicates and spreads,
the love that embraces all things. At the same time the
Law expands, it opens while remaining more basic: It is
the New Covenant that the Holy Spirit "writes" in the
hearts of those who believe in Christ. The extension of
the Covenant to all the nations of the earth is represented
by St. Luke through the considerable list of peoples of
that time (cf. Acts 2:9-11).
With this we are told something very important: that the
Church is catholic from the very first moment, that her
university is not the fruit of the subsequent inclusion of
diverse communities. From the first instant, in fact, the
Holy Spirit created her as the Church of all peoples; she
embraces the whole world, she transcends all frontiers of
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race, class, nation; she razes all the bastions and unites
men in the profession of God one and triune. From the
very beginning the Church is one, catholic and apostolic:
This is her true nature and as such she must be recognized. She is holy, not due to the capacity of her members, but because God himself, with his Spirit, always creates her, purifies her and sanctifies her.
Finally, today's Gospel gives us this beautiful expression:
"The disciples rejoiced in seeing the Lord" (John 20:20).
These words are profoundly human. The lost Friend is
present again, and those who were frightened before now
rejoice. But it says more than this. Because the lost

Friend does not come from just anywhere but from the
night of death -- and he passed through it! -- he is not just
anyone but both the Friend and he who is the Truth that
gives men life; and what he gives is not just any joy, but
joy itself, the gift of the Holy Spirit. Yes, it is beautiful to
live because I am loved, and it is the Truth who loves me.
The disciples rejoice, seeing the Lord. Today on Pentecost this expression is also intended for us, because we
can see him in faith; in faith he comes among us and he
also shows to us his hands and side, and we rejoice in
this. So, we wish to pray: Lord, show yourself! Give us the
gift of your presence, and we will have the best gift: your
joy. Amen!
Benedict XVI's Pentecost Homily Jun 12, 2011, (Link)

Praised be Jesus!
Two things come to mind as we approach the feast of our
beloved Holy Father St. Dominic. First, renew the commitment to our vocations. Second, live out this commitment in its purest form, according to its founding purpose
and goal.
Pope Honorius III expresses his thoughts as to the purpose of the Order, (as was inspired to him by the Holy
Spirit in accordance with his office as Vicar of Christ),
when he wrote these words to St. Dominic:
"He who ever makes His Church fruitful with new offspring, wanting to make these modern times measure
up to former times, and to propagate the Catholic faith,
inspired you with a holy desire by which, having embraced poverty and made profession of regular life, you
have given yourselves to the proclamation of the Word
of God, preaching the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
throughout the world."
These words were written for us today inasmuch as they
were written for St. Dominic 800 years ago. Of course,
the fulfillment of this proclamation will be expressed according to our state in life. Yet, line by line we can see
our mission clearly. Jesus wants to increase the members of His Church, and He wants these modern times to
measure up to former times. No small task, but what a
great opportunity. It’s easy to become discouraged when
we listen to the news or watch television, but we can also
look at things from a different perspective and see it as an
exciting opportunity for us and The Kingdom. What if, all
those souls that are currently adhered to the ways of the
world, suddenly experienced the Truth, Jesus. Think of
the rejoicing and celebrating that would go on in Heaven.
That’s exactly what Jesus, through St. Dominic, is asking
us to do. That’s a David and Goliath story, you say. How
can we accomplish such a seemingly impossible task?
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With a well placed Rock. The Rock is The Church. An
excerpt from the early Constitution speaks to this fact:
"We also undertake as sharers of the apostolic mission
the life of the Apostles in the form conceived by St.
Dominic, living with one mind the common life, faithful in
the profession of the evangelical counsels, fervent in
the common celebration of the liturgy, especially of the
Eucharist and the divine office as well as other prayer,
assiduous in study, and persevering in regular observance.
All these practices contribute not only to the glory of
God and our sanctification, but serve directly the salvation of humankind, since they prepare harmoniously for
preaching, furnish its incentive, form its character, and
in turn are influenced by it.
These elements are closely interconnected and carefully balanced, mutually enriching one another, so that
in their synthesis the proper life of the Order is established : a life in the fullest sense apostolic, in which
preaching and teaching must proceed from an abundance of contemplation." (LCO. 1, IV)
The better we live out our daily commitments, the better
we can serve Jesus and those around us, through the
Order. Note also, the “especially in the Eucharist and the
Divine Office” mention.
Daily reception, (to the best of our ability) and at least
weekly adoration, of the Eucharist is key to our success.
The Eucharist is the source and summit of the Church
(aka, the Rock). Each time we receive and adore, we
fling that Rock right into Goliath’s head. The more people
receiving and adoring, the more rocks go flying. Invite
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and encourage family, friends and fellow parishioners to
do the same. Start a Holy Hour or an Adoration Chapel in
your parish. Put a notice in the bulletin. Perhaps ask
your Pastor to host (no pun intended) a Eucharistic retreat
day. More than 50% of Catholics don’t believe in the Real
Presence. If all we accomplished was to bring light and
truth to our brothers and sisters who don’t believe in the
Real Presence, we would have done a lot.
Praying the Divine Office with our hearts is also a huge
tool in the salvation kit. Jesus is the Word, and He gave
us His Word. When we pray the Word we’re not only
praying to Jesus, we’re praying with Jesus, Who is the
Word. Very powerful. This is the way He wants us to
praise Him and present our needs to Him. He also assures us that His Word does not return void, but accomplishes its purpose.
Here is another recommendation Pope Honorius III issues, and this time, it’s to the entire Church:
“Honorius, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to
the Venerable brethren archbishops . . ., bishops . . ., to
his dear sons . . abbots, priors, and other prelates of
churches, to whom this letter comes: health and apostolic benediction.
If you have a care to love and honor religious persons,
you perform a most pleasing service to God, Whom to
serve is to reign; Who has asserted that what is done
for the least of His brethren is done for Him [Matt.
25:401. Therefore, we ask your allegiance and, commanding you by apostolic letters, strongly urge that,
with us, you encourage in their praiseworthy design the
friars of the Order of Preachers (whose salutary ministry
and religious institute we believe to be pleasing to God)
and regard them, out of reverence for us and the Apostolic See, as approved. Assist in their needs these men
who, faithfully preaching the word of the Lord without
recompense, and imitating the Lord Himself alone in
seeking the good of souls, have given their preference
to the title of poverty.

support our Friars. He further places upon them the
warning that those who do not comply with his directive or
who have contempt for the friars, will face eternal damnation.
It seems to me that the reason the Pope’s statements
were so strong, is because they were in direct proportion
of the good that was to come from the Order. That brings
us back to our twofold idea of renewing our commitment
to the Dominican life, and living out that commitment in
the purest form of its original intent.
Finally, let’s put ourselves, the Order, and those who
have yet to experience the Truth of Jesus, into the hands
of our Blessed Mother. She alone can obtain graces and
favors for us that go beyond our understanding.
On page 23 is a Novena to St. Dominic which begins on
July 30th. It can be prayed individually or in community.
The novena is a wonderful way to thank and honor our
Holy Father Dominic, as well as asking his intercession
for us and the Western Province.
May God Bless you and keep you,
Yours in Jesus and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey,
Vice President

NEWS FLASH
Meeting at Saint Albert Priory on July 9, 2010, the Lay
Provincial Council of the Province of the Holy Name of
Jesus re-elected Tony Galati to a second term as President, and Mary Cain as Treasurer to replace outgoing
Treasurer Steve Cain. Both were elected by unanimous
acclamation.

Carry out our requests and commands in such wise
that, on the day of the rigorous judgment, being placed
at the right hand among the elect, you may enter, with
them, into the eternal kingdom; and not hear the sentence of damnation of the reprobate. For God will send
into the eternal fire those who have contempt for such
persons [the friars], because He asserts that He Himself
is being despised in this contempt”. Given at the
Lateran, the third of the ides of February, the second
year of our pontificate.
Those are some bold statements which clearly convey the
esteem in which our Order, most especially our Friars,
was held by the Pope himself at its inception. He directly
states his mandate for the whole church to assist and
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Vice President Denise Harvey presided over installation of the new officers during Compline.
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From the President
Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic,
The 2011 Lay Provincial Council has just concluded and,
on the whole, I think we had a good and productive meeting. We met at St. Albert’s Priory in Oakland from July 8
– 10 and nearly all chapters or chapters-in-formation were
in attendance. Among those addressing the LPC were
Fr. Mark Padrez, OP, our new Prior Provincial, and Fr.
Vincent Serpa, OP, the Provincial Promoter for the laity.
Fr. Mark’s comments, I think, were a nice boost for the
Laity and we are grateful for his interest in and concern
for the Laity and chapters of this province. And, Fr. Vincent continued Fr. Mark’s theme by stressing that our focus on Jesus Christ is of enormous importance for the
province and the Order. As part of that commitment to
the Laity, Fr. Vincent has been asked by the province to
visit each chapter within the next two years. I don’t know
that such a project has been attempted in recent years,
but with 17 chapters and 8 chapters-in-formation, that’s
going to be quite a task and we wish him well in accomplishing it.
In addition to those two addresses, we also had reports or
comments from each of the members of the LPC execu-

tive committee, as well as a series of discussions by attendees centered on “community prayer and office”. With
so many chapters-in-formation these days, we have been
trying to focus on key areas of Lay Dominican life with an
eye to demonstrating to the newer folks those things that
should be viewed as priorities, as well as the means to
successfully address them.
Finally, we had a spontaneous and very lively and spirited
discussion on Sunday morning that covered a variety of
topics and continued well past the typical hour that the
Sunday morning dialog has historically generated. It is
quite clear to me that we have some very passionate and
thoughtful people in our province.
Our LPC Secretary, Mary Halvorson, has indicated that
she should have a first rendition of the minutes to all attendees within the next several weeks, and once
amended and finally approved they will be available for
LPC Reps to share with the chapters. Many chapters
take July and/or August off, so my bet is that they’ll be
ready at some point next month.
In St. Dominic,
Tony Galati
LPC President

From the Justice Promoter
In order to advance the Social Doctrine of the Catholic
Church;

all, especially ordinary workers and families who struggle
to live in dignity in difficult economic times.”

OUR PASTORS NEED TO PREACH FAITH & MORALS

Calling life-affirming health care an “urgent national priority,” the Bishops throw great doubt on current proposals to
convert entitlement programs such as Medicare or Medicaid to block grant programs or subsidies; and the Bishops called foreign aid an “essential tool to promote human
life and dignity” and to enhance global security.

On April 13, 2011, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops [hereinafter “USCCB” or “Bishops”] forwarded to
members of Congress a letter [See here] noting that writing a federal budget demands “wise bipartisan leadership,
clear priorities, and moral clarity.”
America’s financial
house needs to be put in order, the USCCB noted, by
“fulfilling the demands of justice and moral obligations to
future generations; controlling future debt and deficits,
and protecting the lives and dignity of those who are poor
and vulnerable.”
The Bishops note three “moral criteria” regarding difficult
budgetary decisions: (a) that “every budget decision
should be assessed by whether it protects or threatens
human life and dignity; (2) that “the central moral measure
of any budget proposal is how it affects ‘the least of
these’” (Matthew 25), including the those who hunger
and are homeless, or who are without work or are in poverty; and, (3) that “government and other institutions have
a shared responsibility to promote the common good of

Pleading that the budget must reduce deficits and protect
the poor, jobless, and vulnerable, the U.S. bishops call for
“shared sacrifice by all, including raising adequate revenues, eliminating unnecessary military and other spending, and addressing the long-term costs of health insurance and retirements programs fairly.” The Bishops declare themselves pastors and teachers, “not experts or
partisans.” Experts they are not.
While the Bishops call for “priorities” in the national
budget; their focus is wrong-headed. It is agreed that the
budget must be life-affirming, it must contain and reduce
worldwide military adventures and commitments, it must
provide a social safety net for the poor and vulnerable, it
must tackle the monumental debt as an overarching generational moral issue; and it must control spending and
(Continued on next page)
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entitlement programs. However—for the USCCB—there
is more to consider.
In 2007, David Walker, Comptroller of the United States
at the time, recalled that nearly 2000 years ago, the Roman Empire fell for three main reasons: [1] declining
moral values and political civility at home, [2] an overconfident military in foreign lands, and [3] government fiscal
irresponsibility.
As the old saying goes, nothing changes under the Sun.
Our modern American Republic is plagued by the same
issues. Whether Congress should expand or contract
national spending, on what programs it should focus, and
the degree of international spending is a prudent question
to be answered within the constraints of the constitutional
system of limited government framed by the American
founding fathers. That question is for the politicians.
The real Gospel focus of the American bishops is not a
call for governmental action, but the moral make-up of our
country. Every resource of the bishops should be focused on improving the mediocre catechetical teaching
and preaching that occurs around the country, from the
pulpits and in the classrooms, and call American Catholics to personal responsibility and to live a moral life.
While not universally true, many pastors fail to teach or
preach, but often cite platitudes and generalities during
the Homily at Holy Mass.
What is needed? True preaching. If the Bishops want to
change the culture and touch the hearts of the American
people that will ultimately guide the Congress, then
preach!
In other words, the Bishop’s beseeching Congress regarding spending rings empty. Why? As teachers, the
primary office of bishop is to teach the Faithful through
effective formation of his priests and congregation. The
Bishops need to preach charity and morality from the pulpit with particularity. In order to realize social change, the
Bishops must engage the hearts and minds where it
counts: at Church.
A converted heart motivated by love of God and the Gospel, will seek the necessary right action and moral change
in their own lives and in their own families and communities. It is the believers who are “doers” of the Word that
change the World.
Many of the social problems our Nation faces are a direct
result of immoral conduct. For example, the rising poverty rate among women and children is due to sexual conduct outside of marriage. The federal Medicaid and supplementary security income budgets have exploded over
the last decade. Far too many unwed mothers find themselves with few choices and cornered in poverty. Government rightly comes to the rescue to aid these mothers
and children to uphold the human dignity of these vulnerable persons; but let’s not deny the immorality at play.
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When unwed men and women act immorally and sleep
with one another with utter disregard for other human
lives, the children are born in poverty, the mothers are
desperate, and too often the fathers abandon the family.
In the end, the taxpayer is called to fill the remaining
monetary void. It is a desperate problem that finds no
immediately political solution; yet the focus of the Bishops
should be on the right moral sexual conduct of the American people—especially Catholics.
The Bishops need to preach. Their priests need to be
pastors. The priests need to preach from the pulpit. Part
of the solution is concrete preaching calling people to improve their personal lives by ordered thinking, right action,
personal responsibility, and moral conduct.
Preaching should encourage the Faithful to follow the Ten
Commandments; to go to Mass; to engage only in marital
sex; to uphold marriage as between a man and a woman;
to encourage choices of life and family; to stay faithful to
their spouses; to raise their children rightly; to not worry
so much about activism but more about putting their own
lives and families in order; to act charitably with family,
neighbors, and other parishioners; to work hard, to pay
their bills; to pay their taxes; to stay faithful to home and
country; to give a day’s work for a day’s pay; to be honest
and not to commit fraud or lying; to be good and effective
students and teachers; to be fair and just business owners, bosses and managers, and on and on.
Admittedly, the USCCB has a role in national politics, but
its call over the years for expanded government belies the
reality that the quality and nature of preaching over the
last generation has achieved a level of sustained mediocrity. On many moral issues, until recently the Bishops
have remained silent. In order to pursue a more perfect
society, they must engage moral Preaching.
Calling the Faithful Catholics to live faithful, moral, responsible and good lives is the first step to changing society to live like Christ and focusing His people to act justly
with charity. Such a message will change the world.
Mr John Keenan, OP, JD
Promoter of Peace & Justice

The Dominican Province of England has produced a new
video on Dominican life and the life of the Blackfriars in
England. http://english.op.org/About_Us.html
Friar's Blog, Fr Pius Pietrzyk, OP (Link)
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From the Editor
I am pleased that our region is now served by Catholic
Radio; Salt and Light Radio has been broadcasting for
more than a year from two stations and is establishing a
third. I tuned in late to a program recently; the program
was about living with imminent death. As I write, we’ve
just finished the high seasons of Lent, Easter, and Pentecost, where we have deeply considered the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus. At a more personal level,
with the deaths of family members, death has been closer
to home, less abstract.
I am also coming up on 10 years since I was diagnosed
with a progressive neuromuscular disease of unknown
cause which has no treatment. This particular cross was
an unwanted gift, but one I have learned to realize was at
some level an answer to prayer. Does that sound odd?
Well, on each Monday of Week IV in the Liturgy of the
Hours in Morning Prayer we pray Psalm 90 (one of my
favorites), and ask God to “Make us know the shortness
of our life, that we may gain wisdom of heart.” The knowledge that our days are numbered, and that in fact eternity
is no more than a breath and a heartbeat away, helps us
to retain a focus on what is unseen, which is always just
beyond the veil of what is seen. Illness has a way of focusing our heart on the things of eternity.
But if it is dark, we cannot see. There is nothing wrong
with our eyes in a dark cave when we can see nothing;
the eyes need light, even a match can lead one out.
There is nothing wrong with the soul when it fails to see
God, it is simply deprived of the Holy Spirit’s Light. It is
almost Pentecost as I write, and I marvel to be a part of a
great Order where we share the charism of preaching, the
purpose of which is to bring this Light to those who are in
darkness. We all want to do great things; that is human
nature. When the Lord calls with an unpleasant task
which He has prepared for us, I pray we all respond like
Ananias, “Here I am, Lord” (Acts 9:10), and faithfully do
whatever he tells [us], as Mary instructs.
As we try to be lights in the darkness, we look to brighter
lights who have gone before us; from Jesus and the apostles, the saints and martyrs, down to those who have trod
the way before us. So it is that in this issue I am pleased
to bring you a short interview with James Likoudis, a well
known Catholic author whom many of you will be familiar
with. He has had a long association with Catholics United
for the Faith, and has written extensively on Catechetics,
Sex Education, Liturgy, and Eastern Orthodox Reunion.
Mr Likoudis has consented to do an interview for our
readers, and has also written a serialized set of articles
under the title “Dominican Defenders of the Papacy and
Catholic Doctrine” which Truth Be Told will bring to you
over the next several issues.

Editor: Jim, many of our readers of course will be aware
of your work on behalf of the faith, but I doubt that they
would be aware of your long relationship and affinity for
the Dominican Order and her great saints. Would you
mind telling us a little about what saints Dominic, Aquinas,
and the Order of Preachers have been to you?
Jim: When I was at the University of Buffalo, the currents
of Secularism were already in evidence and it was clear
that attacks on theism and Christianity and basic morality
were mounting. I found intellectual refuge in the works of
St.Thomas Aquinas and various books on the Angelic
Doctor which, in effect, refuted the false ideologies that
had prepared the way for the totalitarian ideologies of the
20th century: Nazism, Fascism. Marxist Communism,
Nietzschean Nihilism, and the secular educationalist humanism of John Dewey - all of which were leading students away from Reality. I had already been attracted to
the Catholic Church by the beauty of the magnificent Basilica of Our Lady of Victories near my home, and I became acquainted with the, Buffalo, NY, Dominican monastery of Our Lady of the Rosary and its beautiful paintings of St. Dominic and Dominican Saints. The Order of
Preachers was known for its intellectual apostolate, its
charism of preaching and teaching truth. It was Truth that
was being suffocated by the Liberalism and Relativism
spreading in society. I eagerly read books by Dominicans
Ft. Vincent McNabb, Fr. Gerald Vann, and R. GarrigouLagrange. Later in the 1970's, I attended meetings of the
Dominican laity in Buffalo, where the Monastery Chaplain,
Fr.Albert Drexilius. a holy priest, gave talks on the
Summa Theologiae” of St.Thomas.
Jim, I am a convert from secularism who entered the
church in 1996, so my perspective is regrettably foreshortened. On the other hand, you have the perspective
of a long life in the faith, spanning the pre- to post conciliar periods, and thus you have first hand experience in
the changes which have occurred. “New Church,” or
“Devastated Vineyard?”
I became a Catholic in 1952 when the Catholic Church
appeared to be a strong moral force in American society.
It was not long before serious weaknesses began to reveal themselves as powerful forces and tendencies
sought to strip away from the public order and life of the
Republic any vestige of Christian influence. The religious
and political hostility of traditional Protestantism gave way
to the cunning anti-Catholicism of Liberal-Leftists active
in the Media and the activities of such Liberal groups as
the ACLU. Prof. Arthur Schlesinger would observe that
Anti-Catholicism served as the Anti-Semitism of American
liberal intellectuals who had no sympathy for a Catholic
Church considered irrelevant to modern man and an antidemocratic opponent of “Progress”. The late 1950's saw
(Continued on next page)
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certain moral theologians already sanctioning contraception and some priests engaging in collaborating with such
key movers of the Sexual Revolution as SIECUS (the
Sexual Information and Educational Council of the United
States) and Planned Parenthood – both of which were
heavily engaged in promoting the innovation of Classroom Sex Education in the schools of the nation. The
Sexual Revolution embodying a massive assault on the
sexual morality of the Church became full blown in 1968
with the rejection of Pope Paul VI's “Humanae Vitae” by
all too many Bishops, priests, religious, moral theologians, professors in Catholic Universities and colleges,
journalists in the Catholic Press, and many lay people in
the pews. Influenced by the Liberalism dominating American culture and mores, too many Catholics succumbed to
the “spirit of the world, the flesh, and the devil” resulting in
the present sorry situation of American Catholicism, i.e.,
widespread Dissent and Disobedience impeding the mission of Evangelization. Liberal Catholics' alienation from
authority, dogma, and tradition made them accept all too
easily the illusion of a “New Church” allegedly given us by
the Second Vatican Council and blinded them to the revival of Modernist theology in the Church's own Seminaries and educational institutions. A systematic sturdy of the
Catholic Faith and its moral teachings were especially
adversely affected as millions of Catholics were exposed
to an experiential catechesis hostile to the teaching and
learning of doctrine and the articles of faith. Confusion
and ignorance of the Catholic Faith and its moral demands now afflicts another generation of American
Catholics who live in the “Devastated Vineyard” of a battered Church. There were many voices who analyzed the
great harm being done by dissenters who promoted a
radical doctrinal revolution in the Church, seeking to liberate souls from irrelevant dogma and an oppressive hierarchical system. The great philosopher Dr. Dietrich von Hilldebrand even wrote a book with that exact title “The Devastated Vineyard” detailing the consequences of the philosophical and theological assault on the Church in progress. Earlier, he had written another major work “Trojan
Horse in the City of God” wherein he identified key agents
causing liturgical and doctrinal chaos in the Church. I vividly recall the scene in a New Rochelle parish where the
aged philosopher was denied Holy Communion by a
“New Breed” priest for seeking to kneel in receiving his
God.
I have heard modern Catholic education described as “an
inoculation against the Faith.” Was the faith always as
hard to catch as it seems to be today in our secularized
society? Did we go astray, or was it inevitable in the corrosive culture?
In the days before Vatican II (1962-65), Catholic education produced some of the finest Catholics I have known.
They were those who profited from a sound teaching of
the Faith in parochial schools and Catholic colleges. How-

ever, there were others whose head and heart were not
really affected by the truth and beauty of the Catholic
Faith and had no zeal for the Faith. These would soon
capitulate to the demands of secularism and “alternative
life-styles”. When poorly formed teachers or outright dissenters from Catholic doctrine and morals took over the
religious teaching in our schools, the situation worsened
with the result that many Catholics would lapse from the
practice of the Faith. As has been noted by the secular
press, the largest religious denomination in the U.S. is
that of lapsed Catholics. The failure to deal with the collapse of Catechetics in our schools and parishes would
prompt such lay organizations as Catholics United from
the Faith (CUF) to focus on providing sound materials for
parents and children such as its “Faith and Life” elementary school series and to counter the erosion of Catholic
family life resulting from secularist pressures. It was easier to be a Catholic when there were strong Catholic families and who, in addition, were socially supported by parishes giving sound doctrine from the pulpit and fearlessly
confronting attacks on the Faith, and having reverent liturgies and devotional services. The spectacle of dysfunctional families torn by divorce and separation, silent pulpits, and widespread liturgical abuses cannot withstand
the politically-correct corrosive influences marking a decadent society.
Where I live there is only a miniscule presence of the Orthodox, but for a few years we had a Byzantine Catholic
priest come for monthly Divine Liturgy with the hope of
establishing a mission. I fell in love with the Divine Liturgy,
and it gave me a keen interest in reconciliation between
East and West. Your books on the Petrine Primacy and
reconciliation greatly aided my understanding, which had
been the simplistic notions which are so current. I can’t
help but wonder if Newman’s dictum, “To be deep in history is to cease to be a Protestant” doesn’t have a corollary in the context of the East–West division? That to understand the long history underlying the schism is important, and also to make room for one another, as the relationship between Benedict XVI and Metropolitan Hilarion
Alfeyev demonstrates, rather than clinging to the old shibboleths?
An objective study of Church History testifies to the truth
of the Catholic Church as the true Church of Jesus Christ.
This was the testimony of John Henry Newman whose
study led to his reconciliation with the Catholic Church. I
was influenced greatly by his “The Development of Christian Doctrine” which revealed both the elements of continuity and doctrinal progress indispensable to a Living
Church built on the Rock of Peter. His dictum “To be deep
in history is to cease to be a Protestant” was found to be
profoundly true, and had an application to our separated
Eastern brethren in view of the overwhelming evidence
for the Papacy in the history of the Church of the First
Millennium. It was an intrinsic element in the apostolic
(Continued on next page)
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hierarchy of the Church. The conviction, certainly for me,
was inescapable: “”To be deep in history is to cease to be
an Eastern Orthodox”. It was the study of Church History
by the greatest of Russian philosophers, Vladimir Soloviev, the “Russian Newman”, that brought him, like the
Anglican Newman, to profess the Catholic Faith. His remarkable book, “Russia and the Universal Church” with
its trenchant apologetic for the Petrine Office of the Pope,
also had a great influence on me.

those who apostasize from Islam. It is not accidental that
Islamic regimes are historically repressive and oppressive
and anti-democratic with non-Muslims reduced to dhimitude, i.e., second class status. For the extremist Muslims
who control public opinion in the Islamic world, “No other
religion has a right to exist.” There is not the same regard
for the respect of human rights and the rights of religious
minorities as Catholics have declared in Vatican II's
“Declaration on Religious Freedom”.

I have devoted many years to the study of the origins and
history of the Byzantine Greco-Slav Schism with three
books devoted to an evaluation of Eastern Orthodoxy and
its objections to Catholic doctrines. There is no question
that the lack of charity was at the core of the open schism
between Rome and Constantinople that developed at the
end of the 12th century and with the rejection of the Reunion Council of Lyons (1274). Friendships between Catholic and Eastern Orthodox hierarchs together with the
“purification of memories” of past grievances and hatreds
are assuredly the first step to a needed re-examination of
those doctrinal differences impeding the restoration of full
communion between the Churches. It is gratifying that an
International Catholic/Orthodox Theological Commission
( no longer willing to be victimized by “old shibboleths”) is
examining with great objectivity the chief dogmatic issue
between Catholics and Eastern Orthodox, namely, the
role of the Petrine Primacy in the first thousand years.
Catholics should pray for the success of this Study
enlightening souls.

It is also ignored that Islam is essentially racist with is
hatred of Jews considered an actual divine command.
With respect to the destruction of Serbian churches and
monasteries resulting from the ill-considered NATO intervention in Serbia, it is an ominous fact that the fanatical
Muslims who engaged in such wanton destruction now
occupy an Islamic State, Bosnia, in the very heart of
Europe. Al Quada supported the war against the Serbs.
Muslim extremists from Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Turkey,
and Aghanistan all gathered in Bosnia and Kosovo to
wage jihad against the Orthodox Serbs. Their acts of violence are reminiscent of those in the capture of
Constnantinople when icons were defaced with the eyes
always scratched out and the beautiful mosaics of Christ,
the Blessed Virgin, and Saints plastered over.

One of our Chapter members, while on assignment with
the US Army in Serbia, witnessed ancient Orthodox
churches burned by mobs of Moslems while the UN
“peacekeeping” forces watched. What do you see as the
challenges to the faith coming from that other “great religion”?
Militant Radical Islam represents a great threat to the entire “infidel and idolatrous” West and, frankly to the Catholic Church in particular. The history of Islam with its subjugation of Christian peoples in North Africa and the Middle
East from the 7th century to the Fall of Constantinople in
1453 and remaining a threat to Europe even afterwards,
is not an edifying one. Though some prefer to hide their
heads in the sand regarding Islam as a “religion of
peace”, the fact remains that the roots of a modern inhuman Militant Radical Islam envisaging plans for a worldwide Theocratic Political State are found in the texts of
the Koran itself. These texts promote murderous jihadism.
Though the terrorism, violence, and religious intolerance
preached and justified by radical imams are not approved
by “moderate Muslims”, the fact remains that the latter are
few in prestige and not credible to most in the Muslim
world who regard the United States as the “Great Satan”
and have no scruples to justify the persecution and murder of Christians in many countries, and to put to death
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Thank you, Jim, for all your work on behalf of the Church,
and your support of this newsletter. May the Lord bless
you and may our Lady ever keep you under her mantle.
Mark Gross,
Editor

Jesus at times was direct in calling people to conversion
– to change their way of acting and thinking. This directness makes many of us uncomfortable today. We
should follow his example and language, even if we do
not use his precise words. His language is good to contemplate and definitely should challenge us to look at
how we correct the faithful, including priests and bishops, and speak the truth especially with those who say
they are with Christ and the Church but do not accept
the teaching of Jesus and the Church. …
Bishops and priests, as an act of loving obedience to
Christ, must return to a full exercise of the governing
authority of Christ witnessed in the Gospel. If we do not
exercise that authority, are hesitant to exercise it, or
doubt it, then it only leads to the “father of lies” taking
hold of the minds and hearts of the faithful, and their
continuing to act in the ways of man and not the ways of
God.
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The Grace of the Word
Most Rev. Anthony Fisher, OP
It’s a truly difficult theological question, one that
I’m sure many of you have
puzzled over, as did the
medievals: do preachers
get special haloes in
heaven? In his Tract on
the Last Things St Thomas Aquinas gives the
answer: yes, of course
they do (STh IIIa, 96, vii).
Thomas might be thought
to be somewhat invested
in that answer. He was,
after all, one of the principal public relations men
for the Order in a world
that wasn’t yet sure it wanted Dominicans.
He also had to convince his family that it wasn’t such a
disaster that he’d joined these pauper friars who inhabited
the universities and wandered the streets talking of Christ.
They’d wanted him to be Abbot of Monte Casino, commanding a palatial monastery with extensive holdings,
and giving financial preferment to his relatives. So with
just the slightest hint of favoritism, the greatest theologian
in history explained in his Summa that contemplative
Benedictines may be better than the active Jesuits – once
someone got around to inventing them – but that Dominicans are best of all, since they are a bit of both, contemplating deeply and then sharing the fruits of that contemplation with others (STh IIa IIae, 182, i; 188, vi; IIIa, 40, I,
obj 2).
So there is glory in this life in contemplare and in aliis
tradere contemplata. But why the special crown in the
next life? Well, the Angelic Doctor explained, successful
preachers don’t just resist the devil’s assaults upon themselves – which would get you an ordinary halo – they actually drive the devil out of others and then protect them
from heresy (STh IIIa, 96, vii). With what weapon or medicine do they do this? Words.
What particular virtue is their trademark? Obviously not
humility. Veracity, you might think, since Truth is their
motto, but no. Verbosity? No, long-windedness is no virtue. Justice, perhaps, which speaks truth even to power.
But no, the special virtue of preachers, Thomas explains,
is… mercy: for to preach and teach is to give alms to the
poor, alms not of money but of wisdom. Preaching it is a
form of spiritual charity towards the lost and wounded,
teaching an act of love for the ignorant and confused.
(STh IIa IIæ 32, ii; 187, i & iii; 188, iv)
In our first reading today a young man of priestly caste is
called not only to offer sacrifices, as priests must, but also

to speak prophetic words (Jer 1:4-9). Jeremiah resists
until consoled with the promise that the Lord will be there
for him. “Now go to whomever I send you; speak whatever I command you. Fear not, for I will put my words into
your mouth.”
Paul needs no such encouragement. In our epistle he is,
as usual, crystal clear that he speaks as Christ’s ambassador (2 Cor 5:14-20). Simon Peter, on the other hand,
fluctuates between these two tempers, sometimes full of
self-confidence, at other times needing reassurance. He
has let Christ down, thrice-over on the Day of Trials. Now
he makes his triple profession of love and so is ordained
shepherd of Christ’s lambs (Jn 21:15-17). Jeremiah, Peter
and Paul are all given the priestly ministry of mercy, of
speaking God’s provoking and reconciling word, God’s
concealing and revealing word, God’s saving word. God’s
larynxes, God’s voice-boxes, they are; Dominicans before
time.
“The grace of the word,” St Thomas explains, “has three
effects. It instructs men’s minds with God’s word; it moves
their affections to hear that word; and it draws them to
love the Word Himself and His ways” (ST IIa IIæ 177, i).
Boniface and Mark Francis, for these three things you
received the grace of the word at your religious profession. For these same three things you are now also ordained, ordered, ontologically remade.
The grace of the word… to instruct people’s minds
Dominican priesthood is learned priesthood. In his 1260
Letter to the Order Blessed Humbert of Romans bragged
shamelessly that Dominicans “teach the people and the
bishops, the wise and unwise, religious and seculars,
clerics and laymen, nobles and peasants, lowly and
great.” At the Fourth Lateran Council of 1215 the bishops
bemoaned the catechetical poverty of the people, the
theological ignorance of the clergy and the apostolic tepidity of the religious. This had allowed a dark dualism to
draw many into heresy and hell. By God’s grace Fr Dominic was at the Council and immediately his Order’s
charism crystallized: only studious priestly brothers,
armed with the Word, could respond to the signs of those
times; by preaching they would save many souls.
Seminarians sometimes declare that they’ll never open
another book after ordination. Hopefully they speak in jest
or eventually discover that their mind needs feeding. But
no Dominican could say such a thing. Ours is a scholarly
priesthood, centered on the Gospel and Church teaching,
contemplated in company with life-long students and
teachers, cultivated with faith and reason, and articulated
with rhetoric and piety. Despite what might seem a long
journey, Mark and Boniface have barely started their stud(Continued on next page)
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ies. A few years here and there, at Christendom, or Dominican House of Studies, or GTU may seem like plenty:
but in the mysteries of God, creation and ourselves
there’s always more to learn. Not for showing off, not for
vainglory this, but for making us a certain kind of
preacher-priests. Hold fast, dear brothers, to the mystery
of faith which you have studied and now will preach. Express in action what you proclaim by word of mouth.
The grace of the word… to move people’s hearts
People must be converted on many levels, not just intellectually. They need not only the true but the good and
the beautiful as well. Dominic knew that, so he embraced
not only study and preaching but also poverty and community. Ironically it was the story of Holy Father Francis
rather than Dominic who set our trekkie Brother Mark on
his course to bravely go where few had gone before, taking the Gospel to those final frontiers of inner and outer
space. St Francis said to preach often and if needs be
use words. Our religious lives must be living homilies that
seduce and confront, awe and delight.
Brother Boniface says the beauty of the Mass and the
Divine Office drew him to the Order; now he must draw
others to God not just by preaching but by praise. Know,
therefore, what you are doing and imitate the mystery you
celebrate in the Liturgy.
The grace of the word… to draw people to love God
and His ways
In his social encyclical Caritas in Veritate (2009), our notalways-very-Thomistic Holy Father, Benedict XVI, takes a
very Thomist line on truth. “To defend the truth, to articulate it with humility
and conviction, and to
bear witness to it in
life are exacting and
indispensable forms
of charity,” he says (n.
1). Indeed “only in
truth does charity
shine forth, only in
truth can charity be
authentically lived...
Without truth, charity
degenerates into sentimentality... In a culture without truth,
[love] falls prey to
subjective emotions
and contingent opinions… ‘Love’ comes
to mean its oppo-

Truth Be Told 17

site” (n. 3). Do you
love me, Christ asks
Peter, asks these
two young men today. If you love me,
love me more than
ordinary men, then
you can feed my
lambs. Feed them
my word, my truth;
feed them my Body,
my Blood. My words
I put into your
mouth; my Host I
place upon your
tongue.
My dear brothers
Mark Francis and
Boniface, today you
offer yourselves to
God. Your Dominican brethren, family and friends also
offer you for transformation into a new person, a sacred
person, a spiritual father. In Anchorage and Mexicali you
have already experienced God’s People sharing with you
the key points of their lives: their births, marriages and
deaths, their sins and aspirations, their moments of touching heaven and of feeling like hell. Share now joyfully in
the work of Christ, the Head and Shepherd of the Church,
and united with your superiors, seek to bring people together into one family and to lead them, in the Holy Spirit,
to God the Father.
For so grave a task you must turn continually to God in
prayer, like Jeremiah begging for words, like Peter professing undying love. You will need your brethren’s help
also, so keeping asking for their mercy. From today Christ
will speak in you and through you: always be His larynx.
From today He will make Himself present through your
hands: always ponder this mystery as our Mother Mary
did. We pray for you, dear sons, dear brothers, soon our
dear Fathers. We commend you to the care of the Virgin
Mother, Protectress of the Order of Preachers. Pray for us
at the altar of God and draw us closer to that same altar.
May you be found worthy to wear the halo of the preachers.

Page 11

Homily for the Mass of Ordination to the Priesthood
of Rev. Br Mark Francis Manzano OP and
Rev. Br Boniface Willard OP
Oakland, California, 28 May 2011
by the Most Rev. Anthony Fisher, OP
Bishop of Parramatta, Australia
Photos of Ordinandi by Br Lupe Gonzolez OP

Jul-Aug 2011

Lord, Teach us to Pray
Benedict XVI
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Today I would like to begin a new series of catecheses.
After the catecheses on fathers of the Church, on great
theologians of the Middle Ages, on great women, I would
now like to choose a subject that we all have very much
at heart: It is the subject of prayer, specifically, Christian
prayer, which is the prayer that Jesus taught us and that
the Church continues to teach us. It is in Jesus, in fact,
that man is made capable of approaching God with the
depth and intimacy of the relationship of fatherhood and
sonship. Together with the first disciples, we now turn
with humble trust to the Master and ask: "Lord, teach us
to pray" (Luke 11:1).
In the forthcoming catecheses, approaching sacred Scripture, the great tradition of the fathers of the Church, the
teachers of spirituality, and the liturgy, we will learn to live
yet more intensely our relationship with the Lord, as
though in a "school of prayer." We know well, in fact, that
prayer cannot be taken for granted: We must learn how to
pray, almost as if acquiring this art anew; even those who
are very advanced in the spiritual life always feel the need
to enter the school of Jesus to learn to pray with authenticity.
We receive the first lesson from the Lord through his example. The Gospels describe to us Jesus in intimate and
constant dialogue with the Father: It is a profound communion of the One who came into the world not to do his
will but that of the Father who sent him for man's salvation.
In this first catechesis, by way of introduction, I would like
to propose some examples of prayer present in ancient
cultures, to reveal how, virtually always and everywhere,
people have turned to God.
I begin with ancient Egypt, as an example. Here a blind
man, asking the divinity to restore his sight, attests to
something universally human, as is the pure and simple
prayer of petition on the part of one who is suffering. This
man prays: "My heart desires to see you ... You who
made me see the darkness, create light for me, that I may
see you! Bend over me your beloved face" (A. Barucq -F. Daumas, Hymnes et prieres de l'Egypte ancienne,
Paris, 1980, translated into Italian as Preghiere dell'umanita, Brescia, 1993, p. 30).
That I may see you; here is the heart of prayer!
Prevailing in the religions of Mesopotamia was a mysterious and paralyzing sense of guilt, though not deprived of
the hope of rescue and liberation by God. Hence we can
appreciate a supplication by a believer of those ancient
cults, which sounds like this: "O God who are indulgent
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even in the most serious fault, absolve my sin ... Look,
Lord, to your weary servant, and blow your breeze on
him: Forgive him without delay. Alleviate your severe punishment. Free from the shackles, make me breathe again;
break my chain, loosen my ties" (M. J. Seux, Hymnes et
prieres aux Dieux de Babylone at d'Assyrie, Paris, 1976,
translated into Italian in Preghiere dell'umanita, op. cit., p.
37).
These are expressions that show how, in his search for
God, man intuited, though confusedly, on one hand his
guilt and on the other, aspects of divine mercy and kindness.
At the heart of the pagan religion of ancient Greece we
witness a very significant evolution: prayers, though continuing to invoke divine help to obtain heavenly favor in all
circumstances of daily life and to obtain material benefits,
are oriented progressively toward more selfless requests,
which enable believing man to deepen his relationship
with God and to become better. For example, the great
philosopher Plato reported a prayer of his teacher, Socrates, who is justly regarded as one of the founders of
Western thought. Socrates prayed thus: "Make me beautiful within. That I may hold as rich one who is wise and
possess no more money than the wise man can take and
carry. I do not ask for anything more" (Opere I. Fedro
279c, translated into Italian by P. Pucci, Bari, 1966).
Above all he wanted to be beautiful and wise within, and
not rich in money.
In the Greek tragedies -- those outstanding literary masterpieces of all time that still today, after 25 centuries, are
read, meditated and performed -- there are prayers that
express the desire to know God and to adore his majesty.
One of these reads thus: "Support of the earth, who dwell
above the earth, whoever you are, difficult to understand,
Zeus, be the law of nature or of the thought of mortals, I
turn to you: given that, proceeding by silent ways, you
guide human affairs according to justice" (Euripide,
Troiane, 884-886, translated into Italian by G. Mancini, in
Preghiere dell'umanita, op. cit., p. 54).
God remains somewhat nebulous and yet man knows this
unknown God and prays to him who guides the affairs of
the earth.
Also with the Romans, who constituted that great Empire
in which a large part of the origins of Christianity was born
and spread, prayer -- though associated to a utilitarian
conception fundamentally bound to the request for divine
protection on the life of the civil community -- opens at
times to admirable invocations because of the fervor of
personal piety, which is transformed into praise and
thanksgiving. Apuleius, an author of Roman Africa of the
2nd century after Christ, is a witness to this. In his writings
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he manifests contemporaries' dissatisfaction at comparing
the traditional religion and the desire for a more authentic
relationship with God. In his masterpiece, titled Metamorphosis, a believer addresses a feminine divinity with these
words: "You, yes, are a saint, you are at all times savior of
the human species, you, in your generosity, always give
your help to mortals, you offer the poor in travail the gentle affection that a mother can have. Not a day or a night
or an instant passes, no matter how brief it is, that you do
not fill him with your benefits" (Apuleius of Madaura,
Metamorphosis IX, 25, Translated into Italian by C. Annaratone, in Preghiere dell'umanita, op. cit., p. 79).
In the same period the emperor Marcus Aurelius -- who
was as well a thoughtful philosopher of the human condition -- affirmed the need to pray to establish a fruitful cooperation between divine and human action. He wrote in
his Memoirs: "Who has told you that the gods do not help
us even in what depends on us? Begin then to pray to
them and you will see" (Dictionnaire de Spiritualite XII/2,
col. 2213). This advice of the philosopher-emperor was
put into practice effectively by innumerable generations of
men before Christ, thus demonstrating that human life
without prayer, which opens our existence to the mystery
of God, is deprived of meaning and reference. Expressed
in every prayer, in fact, is the truth of the human creature,
which on one hand experiences weakness and indigence,
and because of this asks for help from heaven, and on
the other is gifted with extraordinary dignity, as, preparing
himself to receive divine Revelation, he discovers himself
capable of entering into communion with God.

In the examples of prayer from the various cultures that
we considered, we can see a testimony of the religious
dimension and of the desire for God inscribed in the heart
of every man, which receive fulfillment and full expression
in the Old and New Testaments. Revelation, in fact, purifies and leads to fullness man's original longing for God,
offering him, with prayer, the possibility of a more profound relationship with the heavenly Father.
At the beginning of this journey of ours in the "school of
prayer" we now wish to ask the Lord to illumine our minds
and hearts so that our relationship with him in prayer is
ever more intense, affectionate and constant. Once again,
let us say to him: "Lord, teach us to pray" (Luke 11:1).

Dear friends, emerging from these examples of prayer
from various periods and civilizations is the human awareness of his condition as a creature and his dependence
on Another superior to him and the source of every good.
The man of all times prays because he cannot fail to ask
himself what is the meaning of his existence, which remains dark and discomforting, if he is not placed in relationship with the mystery of God and of his plan for the
world. Human life is an interlacing of good and evil, of
unmerited suffering and of joy and beauty, which spontaneously and irresistibly drives us to pray to God for that
interior light and strength which aid us on earth and reveal
a hope that goes beyond the boundaries of death. The
pagan religions remain an invocation that from the earth
awaits a word from Heaven. Proclus of Constantinople,
one of the last great pagan philosophers, who lived already at the height of the Christian age, gave voice to this
expectation, saying: "Unknowable, no one contains you.
Everything that we think belongs to you. Our ills and
goods are from you, every breath depends on you, O Ineffable One, may our souls feel you present, raising a
hymn of silence to you" (Hymn,ed. E. Vogt, Wiesbaden,
1957, in Preghiere dell'umanita, op. cit., p. 61).
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‘A

Universe Brimming with Fruitful Spiritual Life’:
Reflecting Transcendence in the Liturgy
by Bishop James D. Conley

[] I, along with not a few friends, have had the unfortunate
experience that Pope Benedict has described in his 2007
"Letter to the Bishops of the world" when he issued his
Apostolic Letter, Summorum Pontificum, on the use of the
Roman Liturgy prior to the Reforms of 1970:
“In many places celebrations were not faithful to the prescriptions of the new Missal, but the latter actually was
understood as authorizing or even requiring creativity,
which frequently led to deformations of the liturgy which
were hard to bear. I am speaking from experience … I
have seen how arbitrary deformations of the liturgy
caused deep pain to individuals totally rooted in the faith
of the Church.”
Again, the problem is not the Novus Ordo – but the license that people sometimes take in celebrating it.
I would add that another big part of the problem has been
the translations we’ve been using.
There is a banal, pedestrian quality to much of the language in our current liturgy. The weakness in the language gets in the way and prevents us from experiencing
the sublime spiritual and doctrinal ideas woven into the
fabric of the liturgy.
The translators had well-meaning pastoral intentions.
They wanted to make the liturgy intelligible and relevant
to modern Catholics. To that end, they employed a translation principle they called “dynamic equivalence.”
In practice, this led them to produce an English translation
that in many places is essentially a didactic paraphrase of
the Latin. In the process, the language of our Eucharistic
worship – so rich in scriptural allusion, poetic metaphor
and rhythmic repetition – came to be flattened out and
dumbed down.
Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Canberra, Australia has
observed that our current translation “consistently
bleaches out metaphor, which does scant justice to the
highly metaphoric discourse” of the liturgy.

the translators were trying to make the “message” of the
Mass accessible to the widest possible audience.
But Christ did not give us the liturgy to be a messagedelivery system. Of course, we pray what we believe, and
what we pray shapes what we believe. Lex orandi, lex
credendi. But the liturgy is not meant to “teach” in the
same way that a catechism teaches, or even in the same
way that a homily teaches.
On this point, the words of the great liturgical pioneer,
Father Romano Guardini, are worth hearing again:
The liturgy wishes to teach, but not by means of an
artificial system of aim-conscious educational influences. It simply creates an entire spiritual world in
which the soul can live according to the requirements
of its nature. ….
The liturgy creates a universe brimming with fruitful
spiritual life, and allows the soul to wander about in it
at will and to develop itself there. ….
The liturgy has no purpose, or at least, it cannot be
considered from the standpoint of purpose. It is not a
means which is adapted to attain a certain end – it is
an end in itself.
This is the authentic spirit of the liturgy.
As Guardini says, the liturgy aims to create a new world
for believers to dwell in. A sanctified world where the dividing lines between the human and the divine are
erased. Guardini’s vision is beautiful: “The liturgy creates
a universe brimming with fruitful spiritual life.”
The new translation of the Mass restores this sense of the
liturgy as transcendent and transformative. It restores the
sacramentality to our liturgical language. The new translation reflects the reality that our worship here joins in the
worship of heaven.
The new edition of the Missal seeks to restore the ancient
sense of our participation in the cosmic liturgy.

This describes the problem well.
[]
Our current translations treat the liturgy basically as a tool
for doing catechesis. That’s why our prayers so often
sound utilitarian and didactic; often they have a kind of
lowest-common-denominator type of feel. That’s because

The Letter to the Hebrews speaks of the Eucharist bringing us into the heavenly Jerusalem to worship in the company of angels and saints. The Book of Revelation starts
with St. John celebrating the Eucharist on a Sunday. In
the midst of this, the Spirit lifts him up to show him the
eternal liturgy going on in heaven.
© Archdiocese of Denver (Link)
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The Witness of Truth
Cardinal Raymond Burke
Praised be Jesus Christ, now and for ever!
The trial, condemnation and execution of Saint Stephen
Protomartyr is profoundly instructive for us who pray and
work for the restoration of the respect for the inviolable
dignity of innocent human life in our culture which sadly
has become, in the words of Blessed Pope John Paul II,
“a culture of death.” Saint Stephen was seized and
brought before the Sanhedrin for speaking the truth about
Our Lord’s Resurrection to those who preferred to hear
the falsehood which justified a way of life contrary the law
of the Lord. His enemies could not refute the truth which
he announced, for he spoke in obedience to the Holy
Spirit. They, therefore, resorted to a perversion of justice,
to a trial based upon false accusations, in order to have
him condemned to death. The reading from the Acts of
the Apostles, to which we have just listened tells us that
even those “who sat in the Sanhedrin … saw that his face
was like the face of an angel.”[1]
When the high priest questioned Saint Stephen regarding
the truth of the accusations brought against him, he gave
an honest and complete account of his faith in Our Lord
Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of all the promises of salvation, given by God the Father to His holy people. But, in
the end, as the inspired account tells us, the Sanhedrin
“cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and
rushed together upon him.” [2] They took Saint Stephen
out of the city, and there they executed him by stoning.
Saint Stephen, for his part, remained faithful to Our Lord
to the end, even to the perfect imitation of Our Lord in
forgiving those who were putting him to death. [3] Saint
Stephen fulfilled, to an heroic degree, the words of Our
Lord in the Gospel, who responded to the question about
how “to accomplish the works of God” with the instruction:
“This is the work of God, that you believe in the one he
sent.” [4] His martyrdom is a most powerful witness to the
truth of the Resurrection, which we celebrate with greatest joy in this Paschaltide.
Like Saint Stephen, we, too, often experience resistance,
even hostile resistance, to our proclamation of the truth of
the Resurrection, especially as it is expressed in the Gospel of Life. The resistance may not be physically violent,
as it was in the case of Saint Stephen, but it is nevertheless resistance. Our witness is often enough ignored or
held to be an expression of extremism. We meet with indifference, or we are chided for a lack of dialogue with our
culture and tolerance of a diversity of viewpoint.
In his homily during the Mass for the Election of the Roman Pontiff, celebrated before the conclave in which he
[1] Acts 6:15.
[2] Acts 7:57.
[3] Cf. Acts 7:60.
[4] Jn 6:29.

Truth Be Told 17

was elected to the See of Peter, the then Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger spoke of how “the thought of many Christians”
has been tossed about, in our time, by various ideological
currents,” observing that we are witnesses to the “human
deception and the trickery that strives to entice people
into error,” about which Saint Paul wrote in his Letter to
the Ephesians. [5] He noted that, in our time, those who
live according to “a clear faith based on the Creed of the
Church” are viewed as extremists, while relativism, that is
“letting oneself be ‘tossed here and there, carried about
by every wind of doctrine’,” is extolled. [6] In his Encyclical
Letter Evangelium Vitae, Blessed Pope John Paul II also
observed:
Too often it happens that believers, even those who take
an active part in the life of the Church, end up by separating their Christian faith from its ethical requirements concerning life, and thus fall into moral subjectivism and certain objectionable ways of acting. [7]
Before this not uncommon phenomenon which thoroughly
compromises the witness of the Church and her service
to the world and its salvation, Blessed Pope John Paul II
reminded us of our responsibility to confront the situation,
with these words:
With great openness and courage, we need to question
how widespread is the culture of life today among individual Christians, families, groups and communities in our
Dioceses. With equal clarity and determination we must
identify the steps we are called to take in order to serve
life in all its truth. [8]
Each of us, in accord with his or her vocation in life and
particular gifts received from Our Lord must be alert to
whatever is compromising the proclamation and living of
the Gospel of Life in our homes and parishes and other
institutions, and must be ready to do our part to establish
a strong and steadfast culture of life, beginning in the
home and extending to the wider community.
Each of us is called to have the courage of Saint Stephen
in announcing the truth of the inviolable dignity of innocent human life, created in the image of God and redeemed by the Most Precious Blood of God the Son Incarnate, and in making whatever sacrifices are necessary
[5] Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, “Mass for the Election of the Roman Pontiff: Monday, 18 April: Homily by the Cardinal who became Pope.” L’Osservatore Romano Weekly Edition in English,
20 April 2005, p. 3. Cf. Eph 4:14.
[6] Ibid., p. 3
[7] Ioannes Paulus PP. II, Litterae Encyclicae Humanae Vitae,
25 March 1995, no. 95.
[8] Ibid., n. 95
Continued on next page)
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Witness
(Continued from previous page)

to protect and foster human life. Each of us is called to
recognize Christ in every brother and sister, and especially in the least, the tiniest, the most defenseless who
have no one else to defend and protect them. In doing so,
we well find the deepest happiness in this life and the fullness of happiness in the life which is to come. When we
are ignored, belittled or resisted because of our courageous fidelity to the Gospel of Life, we should pray, as we
prayed, with the words of the Psalmist, in response to the
First Reading:
Though princes meet and talk against me,
your servant meditates on your statutes.
Yes, your decrees are my delight;
They are my counselors. [9]
Those who would resist our testimony to the truth of the
Gospel of Life should see on our faces the joy and peace
of those who follow the law of the Lord.
In facing the many and difficult challenges of living the
Gospel of Life in our time, let us, in a particular way, call
upon the help of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Mother of
God who came to our continent to manifest the mercy and
love of God toward all of His children, especially those
experiencing any threat to their lives. She has assured us
that she is with us in the Church as our heavenly Mother.
She says to us today, as she said to Saint Juan Diego
who felt the challenge of his mission as her messenger:
Am I not here, I, who am your Mother? Are you not under
my shadow and protection? Am I not the source of our
joy? Are you not in the hollow of my mantle, in the crossing of my arms? Do you need anything more? Let nothing
else worry you, disturb you. [10]
Let us never fail to call daily upon the help of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Mother of America and Star of the New Evangelization. She will not fail to be at our side as our mother
and model of the Christian life. She who is the first and
the best of the disciples of her Divine Son is our neverfailing intercessor.
Our Risen Lord, seated in glory at the right hand of the
Father and, at the same time, alive and active for us in
the Church, now comes to meet us in the Eucharistic Sacrifice. He comes to make present anew the outpouring of
His life for us on Calvary. He comes to unite our hearts
with His glorious pierced Heart, so that we, with Him, may
pour our lives in pure and selfless love of one another.
With Mary Immaculate, under her title of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, let us place our hearts completely into the
[9] Ps 119 [118]:23-24.
[10] Nican Mopohua, nn. 119-120; Handbook on Guadalupe, p.
200.
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Sacred Heart of Jesus, as did Saint Stephen, so that they
make be purified and strengthened for our mission in the
world, above all, the mission of proclaiming and living the
Gospel of Life. Let us sustain the life of the Holy Spirit
within our hearts through communion with Our Lord Jesus
Christ, through the incomparable food which is indeed the
Bread of Heaven, His Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity,
given to us for the salvation of the world.
Heart of Jesus, our life and resurrection, have mercy on
us.
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of America and Star of
the New Evangelization, pray for us.
Saint Joseph, Husband of Mary and Guardian of the Redeemer, pray for us.
Raymond Leo Cardinal BURKE
Archbishop Emeritus of Saint Louis
Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura

________________________________________
Pro-Life Program, Catholic Charismatic Center
Mass for Clergy, Monday of the Third Week Of Easter
Catholic Charismatic Center,
Houston, Texas, May 9, 2011

The True Meaning of Marriage
But, really, shouldn’t we be more upset – and worried –
about this perilous presumption of the state to re-invent
the very definition of an undeniable truth – one man, one
woman, united in lifelong love and fidelity, hoping for
children – that has served as the very cornerstone of
civilization and culture from the start?
Last time I consulted an atlas, it is clear we are living [in]
the United States of America – not in China or North Korea. In those countries, government presumes daily to
“redefine” rights, relationships, values, and natural law.
There, communiqués from the government can dictate
the size of families, who lives and who dies, and what
the very definition of “family” and “marriage” means.
Please, not here! Our country’s founding principles
speak of rights given by God, not invented by government, and certain noble values – life, home, family, marriage, children, faith – that are protected, not re-defined,
by a state presuming omnipotence.
Please, not here! We cherish true freedom, not as the
license to do whatever we want, but the liberty to do
what we ought; we acknowledge that not every desire,
urge, want, or chic cause is automatically a “right.” And,
what about other rights, like that of a child to be raised in
a family with a mom and a dad?
Archbishop Timothy Dolan (Link)
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Marriage Amendment Deserves Support
Archbishop John C. Nienstedt
Our state House and Senate have placed a constitutional
amendment on the November 2012 ballot that will define
marriage in the State of Minnesota as the union between
one man and one woman.
Regrettably, the media and some secular commentators
have chosen to mischaracterize this measure as anti-gay,
mean-spirited and prejudicial. This is not the case or the
intent behind the initiative.

Mass on an otherwise magnificent Wisconsin autumn
day, were a couple dozen very vocal protesters, representing some off-brand denomination, shouting vicious
chants and hold-ing hateful signs with words I thought
had gone the way of burning crosses and white hoods.
This frenzied group, taunting the people as they left Mass,
were rabid in criticizing the Catholic Church, especially
her bishops, for our teaching that homosexuals deserve
dignity and respect.

Good reasons
The Minnesota Catholic Conference, made up of the
seven Catholic bishops from the state, support this
amendment not for prejudicial or political reasons, but
rather for reasons that are theological, biological and pastoral.
Theologically, the definition of marriage predates any government or religious denomination. As we read in the Bible, it reflects God’s plan for man and woman to share in
his creative power of bringing new life into the world
(Genesis 1:27-28). This is ratified by Jesus himself in
Matthew 19:8-9. It is a truth that is also evident in light of
the natural moral law, which grounds our understanding
of the dignity that belongs to each human person.
In addition, the very biological, not to mention spiritual,
complementarity of the two sexes defines the reproductive nature of their relationship which, in turn, enhances
the well-being and joy of that union. The enfleshed oneness of a man and a woman is indeed a communion of
life and love.
Pastorally, children flourish best in the context of having
both a mother and a father. Every scientific study confirms this reality. We know that many single parents strive
mightily to raise children in as normal a context as possible — and many do an excellent job at this. Nevertheless, it is a proven fact that boys and girls develop better
with the influence of a mother and a father, living in the
same home.
It should also be remembered that the teaching of the
church is always meant to uphold and enhance the inherent dignity of the human person as a son or daughter of
God. In this regard, I publish here with his permission an
article written by Archbishop Timothy Dolan of New York.
His argumentation is hard to refute:

‘Marriage: the core of every civilization’
It was one of the more uncomfortable moments in my life.
Outside of St. John the Evangelist Cathedral in Milwaukee, where I, as archbishop, was celebrating Sunday
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To be more precise, this group was yelling at us because,
they objected, the Catholic Church was so friendly, welcoming, and defensive of gay (they used other foul words)
people.
They waved placards explicitly quoting and condemning
#2358 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which
affirms the dignity of those with same-sex attraction, and
warns against any form of prejudice, hatred or unjust discrimination against them, and insists that homosexual
acts, not persons, are not in conformity with God’s design.
Never have I faced such a vitriolic crowd, blasting the
church for simply following the teaching of Jesus by loving
and respecting people regardless of anything, including
their sexual orientation.
When a reporter asked me for a comment, I replied,
“They’re right: we do love and respect homosexual people. These protesters understand church teaching very
well.”
I’ve been recalling that episode often of late, because
now I hear Catholics — and, I am quick to add, Jews,
other Christians, Muslims and men and women of no faith
at all — who have thoughtfully expressed grave disapproval of the current rush to redefine marriage, branded
as bigots and bullies who hate gays.
Nonsense! We are not anti-anybody; we are promarriage. The definition of marriage is a given: It is a lifelong union of love and fidelity leading, please God, to children, between one man and one woman.
History, natural law, the Bible (if you’re so inclined), the
religions of the world, human experience and just plain
gumption tell us this is so. The definition of marriage is
hardwired into our human reason.
To uphold that traditional definition, to strengthen it and to
defend it is not a posture of bigotry or bullying. Nor is it a
denial of the “right” of anybody. As the philosophers remind us, in a civilized, moral society, we have the right to
do what we ought, not to do whatever we want. Not every
desire is a right.
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Defense
(Continued from previous page)

To tamper with that definition, or to engage in some Orwellian social engineering about the nature and purpose
of marriage, is perilous to all of us. If the definition of marriage is continually being altered, could it not in the future
be morphed again to include multiple spouses or even
family members?
Nor is it “imposing” some narrow outmoded religious conviction. One might well ask just who is doing the
“imposing” here: those who simply defend what the human drama has accepted from the start, a belief embedded in nature and at the core of every civilization — the
definition of marriage — or those who all of a sudden
want to scrap it because “progressive, enlightened, tolerant culture” calls for it.

fixing schools than on redefining marriage?”
And resistance to this rush to radically redefining the ingrained meaning of marriage cannot be reduced to an act
of prejudice against people with a same-sex attraction.
God love you!
The Catholic Spirit, Archdiocese of
St. Paul & Minneapolis, June 9 (Link)

Sadly, as we see in countries where such a redefinition
has occurred, “tolerance” is hardly the result, as those
who hold to the given definition of marriage now become
harassed and penalized.
If big, intrusive government can re-define the most basic,
accepted, revealed truth that marriage simply means one
man + one woman + (hopefully) children, in a loving family, then, I’m afraid, Orwell’s works will no longer be on the
fiction shelf. As someone commented to me the other
day, “Wouldn’t it be better for our government to work on

Statement of the Bishops of New York State on SSM
The passage by the Legislature of a bill to alter radically and forever humanity’s historic understanding of marriage
leaves us deeply disappointed and troubled.
We strongly uphold the Catholic Church’s clear teaching that we always treat our homosexual brothers and sisters with
respect, dignity and love. But we just as strongly affirm that marriage is the joining of one man and one woman in a lifelong, loving union that is open to children, ordered for the good of those children and the spouses themselves. This definition cannot change, though we realize that our beliefs about the nature of marriage will continue to be ridiculed, and
that some will even now attempt to enact government sanctions against churches and religious organizations that preach
these timeless truths.
We worry that both marriage and the family will be undermined by this tragic presumption of government in passing this
legislation that attempts to redefine these cornerstones of civilization.
Our society must regain what it appears to have lost – a true understanding of the meaning and the place of marriage, as
revealed by God, grounded in nature, and respected by America’s foundational principles.”
+Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of New York

+Howard J. Hubbard
Bishop of Albany

+Nicholas DiMarzio
Bishop of Brooklyn

+Edward U. Kmiec
Bishop of Buffalo

+Terry R. LaValley
Bishop of Ogdensburg

+Matthew H. Clark
Bishop of Rochester

+William F. Murphy
Bishop of Rockville Centre

+Robert J. Cunningham
Bishop of Syracuse
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Population Control – The Kenyan Perspective
The first birth control clinic was opened in Nairobi, the
Kenyan Capital, 44 years ago. The second one opened a
year later in 1956 at the Port Town of Mombasa. These
two amalgamated into the Family a Planning Association
of Kenya (FPAK). In 1963, FPAK was affiliated with the
International Planned Parenthood Federation, thus becoming the first association in Africa south of the Sahara
to join this monster which has nearly destroyed our society. Our nightmare just began.
Following publication of a report on the demographic
trends by the Population Council (New York; 1968), which
partly talked of still unproven adverse effects of rapid
population growth on socio-economic development, the
Government of Kenya was coerced to become overtly
involved in birth control. Thus a young nation then bustling with enthusiasm, hope and ambition for its people
who had endured the yoke of colonialism suddenly offered itself to imperialism like it had never seen before, as
we will soon discover.
We were then only 7.9 million people in a vast empty
country rich in resources but no people to exploit them.
Believe it, we were said to be overpopulated—34 years
from then we are only 23 million—in this vast still empty
land.
The United States of America has used vast amounts of
money over time to destroy the people of Kenya. USAID
and other Non-Governmental Organizations funded
mainly by the U.S. Government have targeted our people
with a ruthlessness that makes one shudder. The International Planned Parenthood Federation, the Population
Council (a subsidiary of the Rockefeller group), Population Action International, and the United Nations through
its agencies like WHO and UNFPDA have targeted Kenya
for depopulation at the expense of the integral development of its people. Some examples of the stark realities
living side by side with the millions of dollars for population control include:


Our health sector is collapsed. Thousands of the Kenyan people will die of Malaria whose treatment costs
a few cents, in health facilities whose stores are
stalked to the roof with millions of dollars worth of
pills, IUDS, Norplant, Depo-provera, most of which
are supplied with American money.



Some of these contraceptives like Depo-provera
cause terrible side-effects to the poor people in
Kenya, who do not even have competent medical
check-ups before injection. Many are maimed for life.
The hypertension, blood clots, heart failure, liver pathology and menstrual disorders cannot be treated
due to the poor health services. The American Government seems to want to solve the problem of poverty by reducing the number of the poor.
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Special operation theatres fully serviced and not lacking in instruments are opened in hospitals for sterilization of women and some men. In the same hospitals,
emergency surgery cannot be done for lack of basic
operating instruments and supplies. Most of the
women are sterilized without even knowing it is final.
Some with only one child. Some are induced with financial assistance to accept sterilization. Horrified
sterilized women now trot from hospital to hospital
looking for reversal of the Tubal Ligation. This is
breaking marriages especially when the single child
or two succumb to the myriad tropical diseases—with
easy treatment that is not available.



Millions of dollars are used daily to deceive, manipulate and misinform the people through the media
about the perceived good of a small family—while the
infant mortality rate skyrockets. Some of this money is
not used to educated people on basic hygiene, proper
diet or good farming methods that would be useful
development, but it appears that the aim of population
controllers is to decimate the Kenyan people.



A mother brought a child to me with pneumonia, but I
had not penicillin to give the child. What I have in the
stores are cases of contraceptives.

Malaria is epidemic in Kenya. Mothers die from this disease every day because there is no chloroquine, when
instead we have huge stockpiles of contraceptives. These
mothers come to me and I am helpless.
I see women coming to my clinic daily with swollen legs
— they cannot climb stairs. They have been injured by
Depo-provera, birth-control pills, and Norplant. I look at
them and I am filled with sadness. They have been coerced into using these drugs. Nobody tells them about the
side effects, and there are no drugs to treat their complications. In Kenya if you injure, you injure the whole family.
Women are the center of the community. The well-being
of the family depends on the well-being of the mother.
America has been a blessed country. This nation saved
the world three times. During the first World War, the second World War and the Cold War. The American people
can still save many in the world from preventable diseases. I do not believe that Americans want their taxes
used to hurt other people. Why do you not stop this
money being used for contraceptives and use it instead to
provide clean water, good prenatal and postnatal care,
good farming methods and rural electrification. Do the
American people know that the millions of dollars spent
for population control are used in the ways I have described? Why does your government not deal directly with
our government but instead uses a third party like IPPF,
which has no respect for the values of our people and our
laws?
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Kenyan Perspective
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It is therefore clear, that contrary to what one is led to believe, American Aid to Kenya is not a reasonable attempt
to bring about integral development, rather it is a comprehensive and highly organized campaign to kill off as many
of our people as are necessary so that the U.S. and other
developed countries can continue exploiting our national
resources.
Therefore, for the first world to dominate the third world
through contraceptive imperialism under the big stick of
withholding development assistance for non-compliance
makes us conclude that, not only the so-called Population
Assistance to third world countries but even the
"development assistance" has been tailored first to serve
the interests of the richest of the rich of this world.
USAID is the single biggest supporter and promoter of
population control in Kenya. The programs it funds are
implemented with an aggressive and elitist ruthlessness.
In Kenya the target are always the poor and the illiterate

who are pressured and tricked into using dangerous
drugs which are often banned in the west, or who are
sterilized during childbirth without either their knowledge
or consent.
[Those] in the media, those in the White House and many
in the United States Congress continue to deny these
facts. We in Kenya are a people like you who are entitled
to the same human rights and dignity as yourselves, but
our right to live a normal human existence is ignored by
globalist decision makers. If the funds you use to kill,
maim, subjugate, dominate and break us to nothingness
were used to cultivate our extraordinary resources, Kenya
alone could feed more than half the African continent.
Dear Americans, you cannot build your own security on
the insecurity and degradation of others. You cannot build
your own wealth on the poverty and destitution of people
in the least developed nations.
Dr. Stephen K. Karanja, M.B.CH.B.M.MED O/G
Consultant Obstetrician/Gynaecologist (Link)

Hungary: A Governmental Pro-life Campaign
M. Viktor Orban’s government, just few weeks after the
promulgation of the new Constitution protecting “the life of
the fetus […] from the moment of conception”, started a
consciousness-raising campaign in favor of adoption
aimed at pregnant women in distress. Here is a poster.
This picture was taken (by Sakari Huttunen for the Hu-lala
website) at the beginning of May in a subway station in
Budapest. This is a positive and comprehensible message, which invites to prefer adoption to abortion:
“I understand well that you are not ready to welcome me
in your life, but give me to the adoption service, let me
live”, entreats the unborn child.
Article II of the new Hungarian Constitution protects a fetus’ right to life, which begins at conception:
“Human dignity shall be inviolable. Everyone shall
have the right to life and human dignity; the life of the
fetus shall be protected from the moment of conception."
From Grégor Puppinck, Ph.D, writing on the blog
Turtle Bay and Beyond (Link)
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Additional Resources
Preparing for a New Translation, Fr Allan Moran, OP
















The Craft of Love



In my opinion, "The Craft of Love" is indeed a Valentine to
us all. It takes us back to the days of courtly love, the
days of knights and their ladies, the days of poets and
philosophers. Like a glass of fine wine, it is to be slowly
savored. It's a book beautifully written by a fine gentleman who educated a generation of young people and
came close to the hearts of many as he shared his vision
with them.
This book is not for the fainthearted; it's not just a superficial love song, here today and gone tomorrow. It's a pilgrimage into the past, a pilgrimage that documents tradition and Medieval history and cites examples of classic
poetic literature to lay bare the foundations that underlie
enduring love and marriage in the western world. "The
Craft of Love" will be of interest to all those who are in
love, all those considering marriage, all those who are
already married, and even to those whose marriages
have ended. For, as its author points out, every marriage
that is grounded in healthy physical and spiritual intimacy
is a symphony and can truly be said to be a holy Religious Order in itself.
I know that Andrea is stocking this book at Holy Angels
Bookstore in Antioch; I also understand it is available from
the publisher, Solas Press, at 925-978-9781 or toll free at
888-407-6527, and at Amazon.com.
Eleanor Janson, Holy Rosary Chapter, Antioch
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Insert 1: Introduction
Insert 2: The Greetings
Insert 3: The Penitential Rite
Insert 4: The Gloria
Insert 5: The Liturgy of the
Word
Insert 6: The Liturgy of the
Word-Homily and the Nicene
Creed (Pt. I)
Insert 7: The Liturgy of the
Word-the Nicene Creed (Pt. II)
Insert 8: The Liturgy of the Word-the Nicene Creed (Pt. III)
Insert 9: The Liturgy of the Word-the Apostles' Creed and
the General Intercessions
Insert 10: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-the Preparation of
the Gifts (Part I)
Insert 11: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-the Preparation of
the Gifts (Part II)
Insert 12: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-the Preface
Insert 13: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-Eucharistic Prayer I
(Part I)
Insert 14: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-Eucharistic Prayer I
(Part II)
Insert 15: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-Eucharistic Prayer I
(Part III)
Insert 16: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-Eucharistic Prayer I
(Part IV)
Insert 17: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-Eucharistic Prayer I
(Part V):
Insert 18: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-Eucharistic Prayer I
(Part VI)
Insert 19: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-Eucharistic Prayer I
(Part VII) & Communion Rite (Part I)
Insert 20: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-Communion Rite
(Part II)
Insert 21: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-Communion Rite
(Part III)
Insert 22: The Liturgy of the Eucharist-Communion Rite
(Part IV)
Insert 23: Concluding Rites

Correction
In the last issue I failed to report the
preferred place to order Fr Brian
Mullady OP’s book, Servant and
Free. The book may be ordered
from:
The Rosary Center
PO Box 3617
Portland, OR 97208 USA
http://www.rosary-center.org
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There remain a few copies of “Ending the Byzantine
Schism” which will be soon out of print. Interested readers
may write James Likoudis, PO Box 852, Montour Falls,
NY 14865
The Crucifix is a Book
I remember having read, under this title, a beautiful story in
“Christian Perfection;” it relates to St Bonaventure. At the time
when he was in great repute, teaching theology in Paris, and
attraction general esteem and admiration by his works, St Thomas Aquinas went one day to see him, and requested him to
show him what books he used for his studies. Then St
Bonaventure, conducting him to his little chamber, showed him
some very common books that were on his table. But St Thomas gave him to understand that he desired to see the other
books from which he derived so many marvelous things. The
Saint then showed him a small oratory, with nothing in it but a
crucifix: “There, Father,” said he, “is all my other books; this is
the principal one from which I draw all I teach, and all I write.
Yes, it is by throwing myself at the foot of that crucifix, and begging of Him whose image it bears, the enlightenment of my
doubts, and assisting at Mass, that I have made more progress
in the sciences, and have gained more true fights than I should
have done by the reading of any books whatsoever.” You did
not expect this, that whilst men study much and know but little,
the Saints content themselves with this crucifix, and attain to
this most sublime genius.

For My Sake and the Gospel
Ven. Ralph Milner, Layman, 1591
He was hanged at the Bar, Southampton, for being in the
company of Mr. Dicconson, whom he had served with
zeal and piety, as has already been related (July 7), such
being by the present statute felony. He refused to go to
Church, because, he said, being born in the reign of
Henry VIII, he would live and die in that faith in which he
was christened. At the gallows again, his pardon being
offered him if he would go to Church, he answered, “No,
no, I will hang,” and so reached his hand to the ladder
and went up. A Justice of the Peace told him that he
should have care of his wife and children, but he answered that he hoped to do them as much good where he
went as if he were with them. Having the halter about his
neck, his son asked his blessing, which he gave him in
this following manner: "I pray God send thee no worse
end than thy father," and so he was cast off the ladder.
Before, a Justice said to this man, "Thou art worse than
any Seminary priest" and he answered, "You say truly, for
I shall never be so good as they." He suffered July 7,
1591.
"He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me." Mt 10:37.

Catholic Gems and Pearls, Rev J. Phelan, 1900
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Novena in Honor of Our Holy Father Saint Dominic
Second Day
The Humility of Saint Dominic
"Learn of Me, because I am meek and humble of heart,
and you shall find rest to your souls" (Matt. xi 29)
Though of illustrious birth, and endowed by God with the
most splendid gifts of mind and heart, St. Dominic considered himself the lowliest, the most miserable of men. He
well knew the grace he had received; but to God he gave
glory. He realized that humility was the root of perfection,
and as such he cherished it.
So deep was his conviction of his own unworthiness, that
before he entered a town he always knelt on the road and
prayed God not afflict the people for his sins, but to make
his efforts fruitful in their behalf.
He embraced every occasion of humiliation. In choosing a
place of residence, he always preferred Carcasson to
Toulouse, because in the former place he was treated
with contempt. Three times he refused a bishopric, preferring to remain with his brethren, under whose feet, as he
said, he wished to be buried.

First Day
The Faith of Saint Dominic
"Without faith it is impossible to please God" (Heb. xi 6)
With his mother's milk, St. Dominic imbibed that greatest
of virtues, divine faith. Blessed Jane of Aza was a women
of remarkable piety, and her son was a faithful imitator of
his holy mother.
Fortified by his strong faith, St Dominic undertook all
those works which resulted in such wonderful blessings to
the Church, and in such great glory to God by the salvation of so many souls. Nothing dismayed him. His confidence was unbounded. In His name he accomplished all.
And though he sighed for martyrdom that he might seal
his faith by shedding his blood, God did not will this sacrifice. In the thousands of his children, however, who offered their lives for Christ, St Dominic may well be considered a martyr.
Practice
Our Lord tells us that we may know ourselves by our
fruits. What are the fruits of our faith? Are they such that
we may have confidence that we are pleasing God? What
is the motive of all we do? Do we live, as the just man, by
faith? Are we strong in trial and faithful in temptation? Do
we rely on God or seek human motives and human
means in the good we do?
Let us learn a lesson from St. Dominic. Let us ask of him
to obtain for us the gift of a lively faith, his unshaken confidence in God.

He even sought to lay aside the office of General of his
Order, alleging that he was too negligent, that he had lost
all his usefulness.
Practice
What ought to be our reflection at the sight of such an
example? What have our lives been? Do we like the
saints, examine ourselves in the light of God? Can we
look back on lives of innocence and purity, like St. Dominic? And yet can we not count many acts of pride? Have
we made the first step in humility? Do we realize, with St.
Dominic, that, at best, our justice compared to the justice
of God, is but a shadow? Do we seek occasions of humiliation? Do we strive to advance our glory in every way,
entirely forgetful that to the Lord, and to Him alone, glory
should be given?
Let us ask St. Dominic to change our hearts, to mould
them after the model of his own.
Third Day
St. Dominic's Love for God
"If any man love not our Lord Jesus Christ, let him be
anathema " (1 Cor. xvi 22)
St. Dominic's love for Jesus Christ was the mainspring for
all his actions. For Him he lived and died. All his labors,
his preaching, his writings, his journeys, his miracles,
were the outpouring of this love that God might be better
known and better served. He ever prayed that he might
love God with a pure love, that he might love Him solely
Continued on next page)
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for His own sake. Jesus Christ and Him crucified he only
desired. The passion of our Blessed Lord was the object
of his frequent meditation and this so inflamed his heart
that he longed to yield himself up a victim, to shed his
blood to prove how much he loved his Master. And when
he was asked by the heretics what he would do if he fell
into their hands, he replied that he would ask them not to
kill him by a single blow, but to cut off his members one
by one, and then, plucking out his eyes, leave him there
to die.
The Blessed Sacrament was also the object of his most
tender devotion. Frequently did he prolong his vigils before the altar during the entire night. The tabernacle was
the centre of his love. There he always made the first visit
on arriving at the end of his journey.
In offering up the adorable sacrifice of the Mass, his devotion was most touching. Never did he celebrate without
shedding abundant tears, and often while holding his Divine Master in his hands, he was raised in the air, where
he remained in heavenly ecstasy.
Practice
How often do we make acts of love? Let us measure our
love by our deeds, by our suffering, for suffering is the
test of love. How does it appear compared with St. Dominic's burning love? Have we ever proved our love by deed
and not by word only, as St. John requires? Do we try to
imitate our Lord in His passion? How often do we think of
Gethsemane and Calvary? And the altar? Are our visits
frequent? Do we not soon grow weary of staying a few
minutes with Jesus, Who remains days and nights for us?
Let us ask St. Dominic to be our master, to teach us how
to love our Blessed Lord.
Fourth Day
St. Dominic's Love for Our Lady
"Behold thy Mother " (John xiv 27)
St. Dominic's devotion to Mary grew with him from his
childhood. He chose her to be his Mother, and under her
protection he placed all his works. For her he did all,
knowing that this was the best way to do all for Jesus. Her
Ave was ever on his lips before he preached. Together
with the name of Jesus, he ever proclaimed the glory of
His Mother. The same spirit he bequeathed to his followers so long known as the Friars of Mary. And she, in her
turn, was always mindful of St. Dominic, whom she lovingly called her son. As a pledge of her gracious favor,
she gave to his dear Reginald the white scapular of his
Order. To himself she gave the Rosary, the sweetest devotion to our dear Mother. One night as he prayed, a
comforting vision was granted to him, as he beheld a
great number of his children in heaven, even under the
mantle of the Queen. And when about to close his eyes in
death, our Lady made him a consoling promise that all
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who persevered in his order would be saved. "The mother
of his God had come to him," and we, his children still
receive her visits, for in the beads, which St. Dominic left
us we are able to continue his love for her.
Practice
The love of Mary is natural to all who believe in her Divine
Son. Our faith in Jesus made man is the root, the explanation, and the vindication of our love for our Blessed
Lady. We all look up to her, the foundations of whose
sanctity are laid on the summit of the holy mountains; but
how many allow their devotion to end here? Do we, who
ought to be the imitators of St. Dominic try to copy his
example in loving Mary? Do we take her for our model?
Do we endeavor, like St. Dominic, to study the lessons
which she teaches us, and do we ask of her the grace to
follow them in our lives? If our devotion to Mary go no
further than praise; if we do not strive to produce in our
lives the virtues which she practiced, we shall not offer to
her the fullness of homage which she desires. Love and
imitation! Let these be our watchwords in devotion to her
who is Queen of the Rosary, and let her beads be our
dearest companion. Let us ever remember that to do all
for Mary is the safest way to Jesus.
Fifth Day
St. Dominic's Love for His Neighbor
"This is my commandment that you love one another as I
have loved you " (John xv. 12)
As St. Dominic loved God for His own sake, so he loved
his neighbor in God and for God. In each individual he
saw a soul redeemed by Christ, and this loved and longed
to save.
No sacrifice for the welfare of his neighbor daunted him.
When a student he sold all his books, then far more precious than now, in order to relieve the poor. Twice he offered himself to be sold into slavery that other might be
assisted. He knew no distinction of persons. He yielded
no distinction of persons. He yielded to no personal likes
or dislikes. The image of his Divine Master, which he saw
in every soul, was the power which moved him. His
prayers, his tears, his vigils, his sufferings, his penances,
were nearly all offered for others. Three times nightly he
scourged himself, once for the souls in purgatory, once
for sinners, and once for himself. He worked miracles to
feed his brethren; and after his long watches before the
altar, he would go from cell to cell to see that his children
were protected, carefully arranging the covering of those
who had disturbed it during sleep. Seldom speaking but of
God or to God he was never known to utter an unkind or
uncharitable word. Ever returning good for evil, ever full of
gentleness and sweetness, he lived only for God's glory
and the salvation of his neighbor.
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Practice
True love for God must ever include love for neighbor. "If
any man," says St. John, "say I love God, and hateth his
brother, he is a liar." Let us examine our hearts. What are
our thoughts, our words and our deeds towards our
neighbors? Do we wish them good? Do we speak well of
them? Do we tell their faults, or do we conceal them, and
pray for them? Do we assist them in distress? Do we endeavor to advance their salvation? Do we contribute to
their happiness whenever we can? Is the motive of our
love always pure? Are we not often guided solely by our
sympathies or our aversions? Do we see God in our
neighbor? Do we see souls redeemed by Jesus Christ?
Are we willing to return good for evil? Are we willing to
make any sacrifice for others? Do we love God in our
neighbor, and do we seek His glory in the welfare of our
neighbor?
Holy Father St. Dominic, pity our weakness. Make us
faithful imitators of your ardent charity for me.
Sixth Day
St. Dominic's Spirit of Prayer
"We ought always to pray, and not to faint " (Luke xviii. 1)
The wonderful sanctity to which St. Dominic attained was
due to his continual prayer. He, indeed, prayed always.
Like the apostle, he could well say that his conversation
was in heaven. Prayer was his life, his light, and his
strength. The spirit which in early youth made it his delight
to serve at the altar, to visit the Blessed Sacrament, and
to sing in the Office the praises of God, was the spirit of
prayer. From prayer he learned more than from books. By
prayer he accomplished more than by preaching or miracles. When his eloquence, and the wonders which he
worked, failed to convert the Albigensians, it was the
prayer of the Rosary that overcame them.
Whole nights he passed in prayer. On his journeys he
prayed almost continually, often going aside from his
companions that he might give himself to deeper contemplation. His love of prayer, as it exalted him in sanctity,
also obtained many gifts. Often rapt in ecstasy, he
learned in communion with God the most sublime truths.
He was rewarded with the gifts of prophecy and miracles,
with a keen insight into the hearts of others, and with such
persuasive and convincing powers that none could resist
him.
Practice
Neglect of prayer is the great evil of many. Without prayer
even the sacraments will not produce their effects. Hence
so many who often receive the sacraments continue in
their imperfections, because of the neglect of prayer. Do
we endeavor to cultivate a spirit of prayer? Do we strive to
fit ourselves for prayer? Why are we so cold, so dis-

tracted? Why do we love prayer so little? Because we do
not seek, like St. Dominic, to bring the Holy Ghost into our
hearts. We do not guard our senses; we do not learn that
meekness and humility so necessary for efficacious
prayer. We do not protect the holy flame of devotion by
spiritual reading judicious silence. In these virtues St.
Dominic excelled. He is our father and our master. Let us
implore him to guide us in the way of prayer, to make us
faithful imitators. Remember his miracles effected by
prayer. Think now of his power in heaven - much greater
than when on earth.
Seventh Day
St. Dominic's Spirit of Mortification
"They, who are of Christ, have crucified their flesh, with
the vices and concupiscence’s " (Gal. v. 24)
St. Dominic well knew that without the spirit of prayer and
mortification all his works would be in vain. From his childhood, therefore, he was a model of mortification. Though
most innocent, he longed to suffer with Jesus and to
weep for the sins of others, in imitation of his Blessed
Lord.
His penances were most rigorous. At all times gentle to
others, he spared himself neither sleeping nor waking.
Day and night he girded himself with an iron chain. His
fasts, most severe in themselves were continued until
death. During his journeys on foot he suffered much.
Even when wearied nature obliged him to take some repose, it was hard stones or leaning against the altar
steps, that he reclined his exhausted body. Whole nights
he passed in the church; never did he posses a bed or
room which could be called his own. Whenever he did not
remain in the church, he gladly accepted whatever accommodations the brethren had prepared for him. Ever a
most faithful observer of the rule of his Order, he was likewise careful that his followers should also adhere to it.
Hence he always rebuked any infractions of the constitutions; but so gentle and affectionate was his manner, that
penance coming from his hands, almost ceased to be
penance. As his life was one of charity for his neighbor,
so was it one of mortification for his neighbor's sins.
Practice
Am I convinced, with St. Dominic, that there is no sanctity
possible without mortification? He was most innocent; I
have often offended God. How then can I hesitate to walk
in his steps? Have I ever vigorously attacked my passions? What is my prevailing weakness? Am I strong to
overcome it? Do I not rather hesitate at the first sting of
mortification, and is not the shadow of the cross sufficient
to frighten me? How often have I tried to justify my cowardice! How often have I drowned the reproaches of my
conscience by the din of wordly pleasures! Can I not accuse myself of duty neglected simply because duty was
irksome? I have forgotten God. I have not thought of the
Continued on next page)
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many offences which others commit against Him. Even
my own sins I have sought to palliate instead of doing a
rigorous and continued penance for them. Thus do I find
that I have not as yet made the first step in the way of
perfect virtue. Assist me, great St. Dominic! Animate my
courage that I may not falter in walking after thee.
Eighth Day
St. Dominic's Zeal for God and Souls
"The zeal of Thy house hath eaten me up " (Ps. lxviii. 10)
St. Dominic's love for God and his neighbor bore marvelous fruits through his zeal for souls. This was a natural
outgrowth of his love; in truth, it was part of his love. The
goodness of our Blessed Lord, His mercy, and His love,
were so deeply fixed in St. Dominic's heart that he longed
to make all men partakers of these divine gifts. His life
was spent for souls.
The vision which was granted to him, - in which St. Peter
and St. Paul appeared to him and told him to preach, for
God had chosen him for this office - was but the confirmation of that other vision in which his saintly mother saw
him, as with a flaming torch, going over the entire world,
enlightening all men with the fire of divine love. To him the
words of St. Paul may well be applied: "He maketh his
ministers a flame of fire."
His apostolate among the Albigensians God blessed with
wonderful fruits. He labored in Spain and Italy, and many
thousands were brought back to the true fold by his
preaching and miracles. Over the earth he scattered his
devoted followers; and soon Dominican blood was poured
out in every land, the fruitful witness of St. Dominic's zeal
for God and souls. Every night he scourged himself till his
innocent blood flowed on the ground, that God might
show mercy to sinners. In naught did he spare himself;
rather, in all things he spent himself for Jesus Christ and
souls redeemed by Him. His life is the story of a holocaust
of a victim entirely consumed for zeal.
Practice
What are we doing for God and souls? Have we ever
made a sacrifice for the honor of our Divine Master? Have
we ever done aught that Jesus might be better known and
loved? Do we ever think of the interests of Jesus? Do we
ever reflect on the value of souls, on the price which Jesus paid for them? Is our charity active? Do we seek to
instruct the ignorant, to recall the wayward? Or do we
content ourselves with a selfish attention to our own spiritual wants? Ah! if we have true love for our Blessed Lord,
if we realize what souls have cost Him, we shall be willing
to sacrifice our own ease, to forget our own interests, in
order to labor for Him by helping our neighbor on the way
of everlasting life; and thus we shall more effectually secure our own welfare. Earnestly ask St. Dominic to make
you zealous for the interests of Jesus and souls.
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Ninth Day
St. Dominic's Sweetness and Patience
"By patience let us run to the fight proposed unto us
" (Heb. xii. 1)
It was St. Dominic's gentleness and sweetness which won
many souls to God, when all his other powers seemed in
vain. On one occasion, a heretic maliciously led him
through a thorny wood, where his feet were terribly lacerated. He exhibited such patience and sweetness towards
his persecutor that the miserable man, touched with remorse, fell at his feet and renounced his errors.
During all the years of his apostolate St. Dominic not only
endured the sufferings of hunger and thirst, but he was
ever pursued by relentless hatred and persecutions of
wicked men and Satan himself. Under all these trials he
bore himself with invincible patience. Like St. Paul, he
would engage in combat only with the arms of patience
and sweetness. With these he conquered the demon, and
won many triumphs among men. Never did he yield to
impatience; never did he allow natural repugnance to
overcome him. Under all circumstances, in health and
sickness, in honor and persecution, he ever displayed the
meekness of Jesus, for Whom he suffered all, that he
might convert souls. This noble warfare against his own
nature St. Dominic maintained till the end of his life, generously bearing all the sufferings which it inflicted upon
him.
Practice
We are followers of Jesus Christ. Are we His imitators?
Do we learn of Him, because He is meek and humble of
heart? Do we strive, like St. Dominic, under the trials
which come unto to us, to imitate our Blessed Lord's patience and sweetness? Are we gentle only in prosperity?
Do we yield to our dislikes and repugnance’s? Is every
little trial sufficient to rob us of peace of soul? Are we willing to endure any of our neighbor's failings? Even in our
zeal, are we guided by the spirit of gentleness, or do we
allow ourselves to become harsh and bitter? Let us remember that to bear and forbear, to suffer all from others,
and to give others nothing to endure from us, will quickly
establish in us in holy peace and gentleness. Ask St.
Dominic that his spirit may be yours.
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St Thomas Aquinas, Defender of the Papacy and the Unity of the Church
James Likoudis
It is one of the glories of the Order of Preachers
(Dominicans) to have been among the most stalwart defenders of Catholic doctrine concerning Papal supremacy
and Papal infallibility throughout the centuries following
the founding of the Order by St. Dominic. Dominican theologians have always been foremost in expounding Catholic teaching concerning the Primacy of Peter and his successors, the Bishops of Rome, in the Church Militant.
It has often been remarked that though there was overwhelming evidence of the existence of Papal supremacy
and the Roman church's headship over all the Churches
of East and West in the Catholic communion during the
First Millennium, a systematic treatment of ecclesiology
began with the great Scholastic theologians of the 13th
century, especially the Prince of theologians, the incomparable St. Thomas Aquinas. In my book “Ending the
Byzantine Greek Schism” will be found the first English
translation of the Angelic Doctor's famous tract “Contra
Errores Graecorum” (somewhat misnamed as “Against
the Errors of the Greeks” but actually a tract in response
to a Papal request for an examination of patristic texts
collected in a Libellus). Therein St. Thomas demonstrates
the truth of Catholic doctrine concerning the Petrine primacy of universal jurisdiction over the entire Church and
the Procession of the Holy Spirit from the Father and the
Son - two dogmas being contested in his time by Byzantine Greek and Slav dissidents. In conformity with and
echoing the full weight of Catholic tradition concerning the
Roman Primacy, he proceeded to set forth succinctly and
with support from Scripture and the Fathers the following
propositions:
1. That the Roman Pontiff is the first and greatest
among all bishops;
2. That the same Pontiff has universal jurisdiction
over the entire Church of Christ;
3. That the same Pontiff possesses in the Church a
fullness of power;
4. That he enjoys the same power conferred on Peter
by Christ;
5. That to him belongs the right of deciding what pertains to faith;
6. That he is the superior of the other patriarchs;
7. That to be subject to the Roman Pontiff is necessary for salvation.
Though St. Thomas' ecclesiology dealing with the complex reality of the Church is found diffused through his
many works, it is clear that what St. Thomas taught as
Catholic truth concerning the Pope and the Church in his
“Contra Errores Graecorum” is essentially the same doctrine taught today by the Magisterium of the Catholic
Church (see the Dogmatic Constitutions of Vatican I
(1870) and Vatican II (1962-65).

The “Contra Errores Graecorum” was written by
St.Thomas in 1263 at the time of negotiations with the
Byzantine Emperor Michael Paleologos for a political rapprochement between Rome and Constantinople. In his
correspondence with the Emperor, Pope Urban IV had
affirmed the need to deal with the principal dogmatic issue raised by the Byzantine Schism, namely, the supremacy of the Roman Pontiff in doctrinal matters. A polemical
work against the errors of the Byzantines by a bi-lingual
Catholic bishop Nicholas Durazzo of Cotrone in southern
Italy, and of Greek origin, had been sent to Pope Urban
IV. This Libellus written originally in Greek and somewhat
poorly translated into Latin as “Liber de processione Spiritus sancti de fide Trinitatis contra errores Graecorum”)
was then forwarded by the Pope to St. Thomas for his
theological judgment and evaluation.
The bishop of Cotrone had attempted to show the Emperor that texts from the Greek Fathers showed the
agreement in faith between the Greek and Latin Churches
on the Primacy of the Pope, the procession of the Holy
Spirit, the use of unleavened bread for the Eucharist, and
purgatory. In 1263 the Emperor had written Pope Urban:
“In the past legates and nuncios were often sent back and
forth to bring about peace...but these nuncios [papal as
well as Greek] in the first place did not know how to speak
to each other and since they conversed through interpreters (who were insufficiently versed...or unable to understand the minds of both sides and could not correctly explain the dogmas of both churches. Thus a constantly
increasing hatred of brothers, an extinction of love...and a
covering over of the true faith developed. [The terrible
sack of Constantinople in 1204 by the Crusaders may be
recalled here; it unleashed a torrent of hatred and animosity towards the Latins].
But a voice from the
West...adorned with the dogmas of both churches
touched our heart and there betook himself to our Empire,
Nicholas, the venerable Bishop of Cotrone...to whom, in
the third year of our reign we addressed a letter, asking
him to come secretly to our presence, in order that we
might hear directly from his mouth the truth of the faith
which the holy and catholic Roman church of God confesses...And he revealed to us all things, one after another, of the true faith...We have found the holy Roman
church of God not different from ours in the divine dogma
of its faith, but feeling and chanting these things almost
with us.”
St. Thomas' “Contra Errores Graecorum”, therefore, contained his critique of the Bishop of Cortrone's translated
work wherein the Angelic Doctor's powerful and brilliant
intellect unraveled with masterful skill the real meaning of
the infelicitous and sometimes inaccurate expressions
attributed to the Fathers. As one biographer noted, “No
Continued on next page)
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man who had not gone through a thoroughly sound training, and who had not been familiar with the mind and system of the Fathers, could have succeeded our Saint had
done in so delicate an operation.” (Archbishop Roger
Bede Vaughn, O.S.B. of Sydney)
In the “Prologue”, St.Thomas wrote:
“The book, most Holy Father, Pope Urban, which your
Excellency called to my attention, I have studied carefully
and have found expressed in it much that is useful to the
affirmation of our faith. I believe, however, its fruitfulness
for many persons could be considerably diminished because of some perplexing statements contained in texts
of the holy Fathers, and so could provide the quarrelsome
with the material and occasion for calumny. And so, after
eliminating all ambiguity from the authorities found in the
aforesaid book so that the purest fruit of the faith might be
harvested, I have proposed first to explain what seems
perplexing in the abovementioned authorities, and then to
show how by means of them the truth of the Catholic faith
may be taught and defended.”
Most of his examination deals with the doctrine of the Procession of the Holy Spirit. The 9th c. patriarch Photius and
the patriarch Michael Cerularius of 1054 fame, had unfortunately misled the Byzantines to insist that the Holy Spirit
proceeded “from the Father alone”. In 31 brief Chapters of
Part II of his work St. Thomas, a superb metaphysician,
refuted subtle objections to Catholic doctrine, concluding
that “ The Holy Spirit proceeds [from all eternity] from the
Son for reasons affirmed equally by the Latin and Greek
Doctors.”(Chapter 30).
In Part II, there occur two remarkable passages regarding
the intrinsic connection between two dogmas of the
Catholic faith that are worth profound meditation on the
part of theologians presently involved in theological discussions studying the role of the Bishop of Rome in the
history of the Church during the first thousand years.
“So, also, at the present time, some are described as dissolving Christ by diminishing His dignity so far as this lies
in their power. In saying that the Holy Spirit does not proceed from the Son, they lessen His dignity, since He together with the Father is the Spirator of the Holy Spirit. In
denying, moreover, that there is one [visible] head of the
Church, namely, the Holy Roman church, they clearly dissolve the unity of the Mystical Body; for there cannot be
one body if there is not one head, nor one congregation if
there is not one congregation if there is not one ruler:
hence, John 10:16: 'There will be one fold and one shepherd”. (Prologue)
...The error, however, of those who say that the Vicar of
Christ, the Pontiff of the Roman church, does not have a

primacy over the Universal Church is similar to the error
of those who say that the Holy Spirit does not proceed
from the Son. For Christ Himself, the Son of God, consecrates and marks her as His own with the Holy Spirit, as it
were with His own character and seal, as the authorities
already cited make abundantly clear. And in like manner
the Vicar of Christ by His primacy and foresight as a faithful servant keeps the Church Universal subject to Christ.
It must then be shown from the texts of the aforesaid
Greek Doctors that the Vicar of Christ holds the fullness
of power over the whole Church of Christ.” (Chapter 32)
The “Contra Errores Graecorum” clearly refuted the two
major dogmatic errors supporting the Byzantine GrecoSlav schism. It would also see the attempt of anti-Papal
critics (Protestants, Gallicans, German Old Catholics such
as the 19th c. historian Ignaz von Dollinger and such contemporary dissenters as Hans Kung) to discredit St. Thomas's vigorous exposition of Papal Primacy as necessary
to the visible hierarchical nature of the earthly Church.
The Saint was accused of acquiescing to the Libellus' use
of spurious, forged, or simply uncritically accepted texts
(by Nicholas of Cotrone). The truth is that St. Thomas'
thought concerning the visible Unity of the Church was
firmly and primarily grounded in the Petrine texts of Scripture. There were spurious or mistaken patristic texts in the
works of the Fathers of the Church as well as in the writings of later theologians; it should be understood that
such texts were often accepted in good faith because
they raised little suspicion when reflecting the actual and
continuous belief of the Church! Moreover, spurious texts
unfortunately reproduced in the “Contra Errores Graecorum” are easily replaced by authentic ones.
Recent developments in the Catholic/Orthodox International Theological Dialogue appear to have the effect of
mellowing the traditional resistance of the Orthodox to
Catholic doctrine on the Procession of the Holy Spirit as
embodied in the famous “Filioque' (“and from the Son”).
Some Orthodox even appear to no longer regard the
“Filioque” (when properly explained) as a “heresy”. The
1995 Vatican document “The Greek and Latin Traditions
Regarding the Procession of the Holy Spirit” intended to
clarify Catholic teaching was welcomed by some Orthodox theologians. Interestingly, the document made good
use of St. Thomas' insights into Trinitarian theology.
St. Thomas was commanded by Pope Gregory X to attend the Second Council of Lyons in 1274 and to bring his
“Contra Errores Graecorum” since the Council would be
discussing the Procession of the Holy Spirit and other
Eastern grievances preventing the restoration of full communion with the Roman church. Unfortunately, he died on
March 7, 1274, while traveling to the Council. His “Contra
Errores Graecorum” would influence a number of other
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

similar polemical treatises “Against the Greeks”, and with
his great two Summas provided crucial argumentation for
the Dominican theologians engaging in debates with their
Byzantine counterparts at the Reunion Council of Florence (1439). By the time of the latter Council some of St.
Thomas' writings would be translated by the remarkable
14thc. Byzantine Greek lay theologian Demetrios Kydones who introduced Thomism to Byzantine intellectuals
and would himself become reconciled with the Holy See.
This Byzantine Thomist's famous “Apologia for Unity with
Rome” (c. 1363 A.D.) explaining his conversion to the
Catholic Church appears in my “Ending the Byzantine
Greek Schism” together with the only English translation
of a fascinating “Letter to the Abbot and Monks of a Mon-

astery in Constantinople” by Kydones' contemporary, the
Dominican friar John de Fontibus, O.P. This latter writing
may be discussed in the next issue.
Recent Popes have all called for renewed prayer by the
faithful for the reunion of the separated Eastern Churches
with the See of Peter. Dominican laity who follow in the
footsteps of St. Thomas Aquinas and so many of their
Order distinguished for their defense of the privileges and
prerogatives committed by Christ to Peter and his successors, should be foremost in multiplying their prayers for
the Unity of the Church.
James Likoudis writes from Montour Falls, NY.

Vocation
Fr Faber
I have so often repeated myself to you about the necessity of having a filial feeling towards God. I often see that
you know what is coming, when I begin on that subject.
You smile, because it is already so familiar to you: for a
sermon, like a song, may have a burden and refrain, and
half a dozen burdens may do duty for a hundred songs.
But really anything like an interior life is out of the question without this filial feeling towards God. You must believe, you must trust. You must walk rather by your own
faith about Him, than by His manifestations of Himself.
We creatures are in no condition to judge of Him by appearance. But our faith comprehends Him. He is our Father. That is His grand relation to us. Any acts of His,
which seem to contradict that, can only be transcendental
proofs of it. The problem of the world burns in some
men's hearts like an uneasy fire. But if their whole hearts
were on fire with the love of God, where would the problem burn then? There would be no room for it inside. God
is my Father, and He could not persuade me to the contrary Himself. This is the position which faith takes up. It is
the only position on which a spiritual life can be built. All
our graces have to do with our special vocation. Our ignorance of our vocation, if it be from God, is one of the appropriate graces of our vocation. A really interior spirit will
see cause for special thankfulness to God for the graces
it has not received, as much as for those it has received.
Indiscriminate grace would have been its ruin. The soul
would have been impeded by it in accomplishing its special end. It would have been either a sickliness, like a
forced growth, or a deformity, like a hindered growth. It is
a great grace, that our one special grace should not be
interfered with. Spiritual mixtures are confusions. Who are
the blind men in the spiritual life, but the overladen with
good works, the oppressed with pious practices, the overworked with devotions, the overdriven by activities? Still I
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am willing to grant that the knowledge of their special vocation, which some men have, is an enviable grace. But
and please to observe this no man will ever be an interior
man until he has reconciled himself to the idea of inequalities in grace.
Besides which, this divine ignorance is never total. There
is always a glimmering, which the soul acknowledges as
its leader. How little there was to lead the Kings of the
Epiphany, and yet what would they have lost, if they had
decided not to follow the star! We may take this star as an
illustration to us of the doctrine of vocations and inspirations. Many a star has risen to us in the clear blue night of
faith, and we have not followed it. Many a leading light
has stood over where the Young Child was, as it were
beckoning to us with a brightness, in which, modest as it
was, we felt there was something heavenly; and yet we
have turned away, and have now clean forgotten it. If we
could but have hearts to feel, and eyes in our souls to
see, where we really are! There are good angels round
us, and graces are raining down upon us, great and
small, all our lives long, and inspirations are falling upon
us, thick as snow-flakes, and almost as softly and as silently, and we are fastened with a thousand fastenings to
great unknown eternal purposes, and we feel them no
more than a strong man feels the cobwebs and the gossamer on the autumnal grass; and all the while we are
closed all round, and walled in, not so much with the sun
and moon and stars, with the air and the floor of our own
planet, as with the living and inevitable presence of the
All-holy, who will not spare us one moment from His sight,
and who even while we sleep expects us to do our work
of glorifying Him, and whose love of us, and therefore His
jealousy of us, is as everlasting as Himself.
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The Most Holy Trinity
Fr John Speekman

Knowing and repeating the Trinitarian formula is not our
problem - nor is understanding it - because we all know it
is mystery and that mystery can never be understood.
Indeed, in the very statement of what we do know about
the Trinity is contained our helpless incomprehension.
What we most struggle with is its relevance. What difference does it make to my life that God is three Persons in
one God?
The mystery of the Trinity can seem not only baffling but
lofty and remote. It concerns the nature of God - his essence, his inner being, his identity in himself - and most of
us are happy to leave it at that. And this would be a quite
satisfactory response if it were not for one little detail - we
are made in the image and likeness of God.
God, the Blessed Trinity, is a communion of love - the
love of the Father for the Son and of the Son for the Father - in the unity and joy of the Holy Spirit. And this love
is so great that it spills over, as it were, and seeks to give
itself. This is why the angels were created; this is why we
were created.
God's Trinitarian love is a love which seeks to give itself;
or, in other words, God loves in order to give himself.
The key word here is give. So much does God love the
world that the Father is ready to give his only Son who, in
his turn, is ready to give himself to the Father('s will). The
Holy Spirit of love overshadows the Virgin Mary who totally shares in God's self-giving love 'and the Word was
made Flesh'.
Our Christian faith tells us that it is in the image and likeness of this love that we were created; it is built in to us,
as it was built into the body of Jesus.
If you don't believe me, look at your own body. Is it not
true that your body is made for 'giving itself'? Is not a
man's body made so that he can give himself to his wife?
Is not a woman's body made so that she can give herself
to her husband? And in the divinely ordained giving of
husband to wife and wife to husband, a new life, a new
life! neither the life of the wife nor of the husband, an entirely new and unique life is 'given'.
SELF-GIVING is the fundamental nature of our being, of
who we are and of what we were made for. The mystery
of communion in the self-giving love of the Trinity is written into our very bodies so that we can never forget that
'giving ourselves in love' is the core meaning of our lives.
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It is no digression from our theme to point out here that
this is why Jesus gave his body for us. The crucifixion is a
manifestation, the definitive manifestation, in human
terms, of the nature of the inner Trinitarian life of God,
because on the Cross Jesus first of all gives himself (in
the body) to and for the Father, and only then to and for
us.
In revealing himself, therefore, as the Son ready to die for
the Father, he lays bare the nature of the love to which
we are all called. And, given that we are human, it is only
in the body that we are capable of this love.
Is it any wonder then that Satan has concentrated his
greatest efforts on perverting the world's concept of the
meaning of the human body? He has done everything he
can to obscure our understanding of God's call inscribed
in the very blueprint of our bodies. Satan knows that it is
only to the extent that the communion of the Trinity is present in the communion of husband and wife, that there
will be peace on earth.
Let me conclude by indicating some of the key intersections at which a husband and wife must pause, if they are
to remain faithful to the truth of self-giving love written into
their bodies.
The most obvious, and in some ways the most crucial, is
the question of contraception. Here Satan offers what
seems to be, at first glance, a solution to many human
problems. However, at heart, contraception is not only a
point of closure to God, it is a betrayal of both their love
making and their integrity. Whilst the language of their
love-making appears to be the language of self-giving and
communion it is in reality, without the possibility of new
life, a profound and corrupting lie.
Homosexual acts, likewise, can never express the love
proclaimed by the complementarity of the human body
which is made for the opposite sex. The love of a man or
woman for a person of the same sex can therefore best
be expressed, and even heroically expressed, by abstinence from any sort of sexual expression.
By now you will have recognized in what I have said the
theology of the body of Blessed Pope John Paul II. He
makes it abundantly clear that faithfulness to the Trinitarian love of God which gives form True joy and true life
can only be found in the sincere gift of one person to another in accordance with the self-giving Trinitarian love in
whose image we are all made. This is the way to personal
happiness and fulfillment and also the way to peace on
earth.
Fr Speekman writes from Australia
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The Fourth Last Word of Christ
Stephen Naratil
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
As a criminal defense attorney I am in contact with folks
who are outcasts from society from either things they
have done or of accused of doing. When I talk to these
people, many of whom are my clients, you get a sense of
what it is like to know that all hope is gone. They are outcasts from society. We just want to lock them up and
throw away the key. Many of them would commit suicide
if they could, but our jails have gotten very good at trying
to protect the inmates from themselves so they cannot
hurt one another or their own selves. When one gets to
that position in life, you are definitely feeling forsaken,
humiliated, abandoned; forsaken by your family and
friends, from society and forsaken by God.
Was this what Jesus was feeling at the time on the cross?
I mean, He said, Why have you, God, why have, you, forsaken, me? Right?
What about our elderly people, who are placed in a home,
that is not their home, and most, if not all, of their family
and friends have died, and the younger generation is too
busy working and raising their own family, to spend time
with them. How sad it is for them, our elderly, to get to
that point in their life when we don’t know what to do with
them, so we put them in homes to make us feel better. I
would think when you get to this point in life, a feeling of
being forsaken or abandoned by our family, our friends
and by God, would be only natural.
Was this what Jesus was feeling at time on the cross?
Why God, why have you forsaken me?
What about young families, mothers and fathers, who
both have to work to make ends meet? When times get
tough, like they are now, and I am sure they sit up late
into the night, after they put the children to bed, trying to
figure out how they will make the next mortgage payment.
Will we lose our home? What else can I do, they ask. I
work 80 hours a week, plus a second job, what more can
I do? What have I done wrong? And you know what happens when there are money problems at home, one
spouse or the other, starts looking for greener pastures.
Then we have Divorce and meeting on the weekends at
McDonalds to drop off and pick up the kids. It has gotten
very tough lately on families, even good families who
want to do God’s will and raise children. If you have more
than 2 children now, you’re perceived as some right wing
Catholic lunatic who is using up all the worlds resources.
It is very easy for mothers and fathers to feel forsaken
and feel hopelessness.
Was this what Jesus was feeling at His time on the cross?
My God, My God, why have you, forsaken me?
What about our youth, our teenagers who are just trying
to find there way in life, trying to fit in. Their problems
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may be smaller on the scale of things, but to them, they
are very real and very big problems. It doesn’t take a
rocket scientist, or a defense attorney, to figure out that
our youth are feeling alienated, neglected, and worst of
all, unloved, and hence things like Columbine, or Virginia
Tech happen. Or you hear of suicides, drug abuse, and
other criminal conduct. Teenagers engaging in sexual
relationships at such early ages thinking that through sex
they will find love, when all they find is hurt because they
are not ready to handle the emotional aspects of a sexual
relationship. Do these children, our children, feel forsaken, abandoned by their parents, by their family, and
friends?
Was this what Jesus was feeling at His time on the cross?
My God, why have you forsaken me?
What about the unborn, our babies in the womb, whom
are attacked viciously under the guise of a “right to privacy”. These most innocent of all human beings, who are
threatened at every turn, not just by unknown people, but
by folks who are supposed to watch out for them. Such
as their mother or father, who say “they” are not ready for
a baby yet, or we already have too many, as if a baby is
some sort of commodity, like a car or television set. Or
what about the their grandparents, who would try to convince their daughter to get an abortion because “you are
too young” or “the father will never be around and you will
have to raise that thing all your own”. Or friends, who tell
the mother or father to be, that there lives will be over if
you have a baby, you won’t be able to have fun anymore.
Or many, many, many other sad examples I am sure we
have all heard before. But we have to ask ourselves:
What are we, as a country, doing that we kill the innocent.
As Pope John Paul II said, “ A nation that kills its innocents is a nation without hope”. Do these unborn babies
feel forsaken, abandoned, and neglected?
Was this what Jesus was feeling at His time on cross?
Why have you forsaken me God?
Some commentators have suggested that yes, Jesus,
was feeling just like all the people I have mentioned. In
his humanness, he felt lost to God.
I think somewhat differently about this. I think that Jesus
wasn’t feeling just like those people I mentioned. I think
Jesus was feeling those people I mentioned. Their suffering He endured on the cross.
I think that whereas Jesus was truly human, with feelings
and emotions just like you and me, Jesus was one that
didn’t waste words. He didn’t miss “the” moment. This
was “the” moment.
I don’t think it was by accident that He quoted the first line
from Psalm 22. Out of all the scripture he could have
quoted from, why Psalm 22?
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Well, as you can see, this is a Lamentation, an entreaty to
God. But it is also a prayer of Thanksgiving, with a call to
praise the Lord for having saved the wretched man. Yes,
the beginning of the Psalm questions God about where
He is and where He has been, but when you question,
you still believe, and you still have faith. When you question, your belief and faith can and will strengthen if you
are honestly seeking the Lord. By the end of the Psalm,
the person is praising and thanking the Lord. He is confident that God will respond to him and therefore vows to
praise him. This Pslam is ultimately a Psalm of hope.
This Psalm is a psalm that was written hundreds of years
prior to Christ, but it is one of those scriptures that
“prefigure” Christ. This psalm was written with Jesus in
mind. This psalm was hand written by David, but was
inspired by God who knew, those many years later, Jesus
would be on that cross, arms stretched out for us to await
his loving embrace, suffering and dying for our sins, but
God wants to save us from ourselves because He loves
us so.
So I think that Jesus was not only fulfilling prophesy, but
also he was showing us that no matter how we suffer, no
matter how bad it may seem, God is always there for us,
and will be there for us. He is telling and showing us how

we should respond to trouble in our lives. We must always remember this and share this with others.
He was speaking to the criminal defendant, the murderer,
the accused. He was speaking for the elderly, the families, the teenagers and the unborn. He was speaking for
all of us who are or feel forsaken, and saying, “Yes, I feel
it too. God feels it too. Keep faith and you will feel the
love of God”.
Jesus was imploring us to reach out and ask for him in
times of distress. He used the most dramatic and important of all moments in his ministry to show us that when
you suffer, He suffers. Jesus suffered for our sins, so that
we might be healed.
My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? I ask all of
us to not only remember what Jesus is asking of us from
His cross when we are feeling forsaken, but I ask you that
we remember all the forsaken around us and that we
bring them the crucified Lord to console them and that we
also bring them our love.
Stephen Naratil writes from the St. Monica
Chapter in Benicia California.

Finding Our Role in the New Evangelization
Roger Vignocchi
First of all, let’s consider how many roles there might be,
then, let’s look at how to find ours.
The New Evangelization is about bringing Christ to some
part of our world, or bringing our world back to Christ.
There are as many possible personal roles in this work as
there are individuals in the Church. God is within us and
works through us, so we laity bring Christ to our families,
our workplaces, and every corner of the world, wherever
we go. When we collaborate with other Christians, especially in efforts within our Dominican Chapters, there will
be lots of individual ways to contribute to our common
effort. Each one of us is unique, and God will accommodate the personalities he made. No one should ever feel
forced into a role that is not something he has the gifts
and abilities to do. On the other hand, God can see in us
things that we cannot see, and we should be open to his
calling us beyond our limited vision.
Apostolate means the universal mission of the Church to
bring men into the Kingdom of God by the entire message
of Jesus Christ. The Order of Preachers was created to
preach, and our role in the New Evangelization must in-
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clude preaching. Each Chapter should have a common
Apostolate, so each group will have to find their role. It will
take a team effort to find it and to perform it. Within any
group effort, there can be many personal roles, just as
there are many players on a sports team. Not everyone
does the same thing, but all contribute to the common
effort of winning the game. One thing a Chapter might do
to find its role is to share interests and ideas until a common vision emerges.
We can find our niche as an individual or as a Chapter in
the New Evangelization by imitating Holy Father Dominic
in the pillars of Dominican life: Prayer, Study, Community
and Apostolate. By prayer and study, God will form us
and lead us. Through Community, we will hear him
speaking to us. Together, we can discern what we are
hearing God say, or see the potential to do things we
don’t know we can do. Once we see what God is leading
us to as our Apostolate, we will make our contribution to
the New Evangelization.
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ORDO FRATRUM PRÆDICATORUM
CURIA GENERALITIA
Rome, 15 February 2011
Dear Mrs Anderson,
I am writing to let you know about the last
news concerning the cause of canonization of
Blessed Margherita of Città di Castello.

I would be grateful to you for any contribution
that you would give to this cause. Here attached I am writing our bank codes and I would
be glad to receive any information regarding
your deposits because the Vatican Bank does
not give advises regarding the records of the
deposits.

The Cause of Canonization of Blessed Margherita has been re-examined in 2000 in the
Diocese of Città di Castello, with a diocesan
inquiry on her reputation and fame of sanctity.

Grateful for all that you are doing in order to
keep alive and always effective the cult of
Blessed Margherita of Città di Castello in the
United States of America.

Finished the diocesan phase, the cause will be
studied and examined in Rome. The Congregation for the Causes of Saints will prepare a
Positio that will be printed in order to be examined by a commission of Theologians and a
commission of Cardinals.
Another miracle should be examined before the final Canonization Decree. If all this will be done and the judgement regarding the miracle will be positive, the regular
canonical process concerning the miracle will be held and
at this point it will be valid for the canonization.

I send you my regards,
fraternally in Christ
Fr. Francesco M. Ricci, O.P.
secr.post.gen.

After the conclusion of the Diocesan Inquiry on the miracle, this should be studied, analyzed and prepared also in
Rome. The Positio super miro should be examined by a
Medical Board, the Congress of Theologians and a Congress of Bishops and Cardinals of the Congregation for
the Causes of Saints.

To make contributions to the General Postulation,
to deposit at:
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NEW YORK
270 Park Avenue
New York NY 10017 – USA
ABA 021000021
Cod Swift CHASUS33

In the meantime a major work has been done in order to
spread the cult of Blessed Margherita of Città di Castello:
 In 1999, a canonical recognition of the body of the
blessed under the main altar of the Church of Saint Dominique in Città di Castello has taken place;
 Little pieces have been taken from her body in order to
prepare relics. Requests of her relics may be presented
to the Dominican Monastery of S. Maria del Rosario –
Via Alberto Cadlolo, 51 – 00136 Rome (25 euros);
 In 2001 her biography has been published in Polish;
 In 2002 her biography has been published in Italian;
 In 2003 the habit of blessed Margherita has been found.

in the Account of: Istituto per le Opere di Religione VATICAN CITY
Acc. n. 001 - 1 - 975000
in favor of: POSTULAZIONE GENERALE DOMENICANI
account n: 39130001
We ask you to send a photocopy (by fax or e-mail) of the
payment receipt, unless the Vatican Bank might not
communicate to us when the deposit was made.

The process is still long and the expenses to be afforded
are elevated. It would be more rapid if we could dispose
of an economic budget. If I should suggest an indicative
amount needed, I would say that we should raise at least
$ 40.000,00/ $ 50.000,00.

FAX : +39 06 575 06 75
E-MAIL: postulatio@curia.op.org

Convento Santa Sabina (Aventino) – Piazza Pietro d’Illiria, 1 – 00153 ROMA
' +39 06 579401 - 6 +39 06 5750675 e-mail: postulatio@curia.op.org
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From the Chapters
St. Mary Magdalene, Tempe
The St Mary Magdalene Chapter held its annual retreat
on May 20-22 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Monastery in
Phoenix. Crosier Father Stephan Bauer assisted with
conferences and liturgy. The theme was "Give me time,
Lord, and give me grace," with emphasis on healing from
the loss of our Dominican friars and the subsequent
changes at the Newman Center that tore at the heart of
that community. The weekend was capped by a ceremony of letting go, along with resolutions for strengthening the spiritual life. Testimony indicates that it was a
success, a fruitful time for everyone.
Interviews are being held now in preparation for Reception and Profession ceremonies in the fall. If they are accepted, we expect to receive 4 Inquirers, and 1 Candidate
plans to make first profession. Three members plan to
make life promises.
Ms Karen Woods OP
St Albert, Oakland

celebration of Fr. Keran's ordination to the priesthood.
We’ll provide the flowers and whatever help is needed to
make it a special event for him and his family. As you
may know, his next assignment will be at McKenzie
Bridge. Heaven help the weeds there since he is an avid
gardener and will make the grounds a showplace!
Ellen Logue
St Dominic, Eagle Rock
The St. Dominic Chapter in Eagle Rock was stunned in
April when our beloved Prioress, Nancy Riley, told us
she had to resign due to job changes and a move to Colorado. Nancy returned for our May meeting and was sent
off with a lot of love. Michael Rohrkemper, our current
Sub-Prior and former Prior, will serve out the rest of
Nancy's Term until May. Vida Dalo was elected to fill
Michael's current position on the Council. The Chapter
has just begun discerning a common Apostolate, and the
last two meetings saw a lot of discussion on that topic.
Roger Vignocchi

I attended the first Mass of Fr. Boniface at St. Albert's
Priory. He was joined by about 2 dozen concelebrants!
Fr. Reginald, the Prior, spoke beautifully in his homily on
the challenge of the priesthood. At the end, Boniface
thanked many people, then came to the "Kleenex moment". He started to explain that the cloth he held in his
hands was the cloth used at his ordination, that the custom was to give it to the mother of the priest and then he
simply broke down and couldn't continue as he went over
to hug his mother. It was really touching!
St. Albert Chapter will not have a its regular meeting in
June. Instead, we will participate in the Golden Jubilee

Holy Rosary, Portland
Holy Rosary Chapter had three temporary professions
and one reception on May 22, 2011 during the 9:00 a.m.
Mass. Jacquie Linville professed for 3 years taking the
name of St. Rose of Lima. Doug Rife professed for 2
years and took the name of St. Martin De Porres. Barbara Pommier professed for one year and took the name
of St. Catherine of Siena. Bill Paul was received. A reception followed in Siena Hall with snacks and a cake
contributed by chapter members.
Ms Roberta Powell, OP
(Continued on next page)

St Dominic Chapter, San Diego
(picture inadvertently omitted from last issue)
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Bill Paul, Doug Rife, Jacquie Linville, Father Anthony Patalano,
O.P. (Pastor of Holy Rosary Parish), Mary Halvorson (Prioress)
and Barbara Pommier after reception and profession on May 22,
2011.
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Bl Margaret of Castello, Boise

Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento

The Blessed Margaret Chapter traveled to Emmett, Idaho,
on June 4th to celebrate with Fr Boniface Willard OP his
first mass at his home parish. A lovely reception was held
after mass. The previous weekend, two members of the
chapter made the 1500 mile roundtrip drive to attend Fr.
Boniface’s ordination in Oakland on May 28. We are all
quiet excited that the province now has a friar from Idaho!

On Saturday, May 21st our Chapter had our Rite of Profession. Anna Marie Gshwandtner and Steve Gorren
each professed for 3 years. What heightened this powerful spiritual event was the fact that it was held at St.
George Melkite-Greek Catholic Church here in Sacramento. Our Formation Director, Fr. Brendan McAnerney
OP, is authorized to say Mass in both the Greek and the
Roman Rites. This was our Chapter’s first experience being in a Melkite-Greek Catholic Church. Fr. Brendan was
very gracious to give us an expansive tour of the Church
and its art after the reception. We truly felt surrounded by
the communion of saints.

For our May meeting we continued the experiment of producing a live webcast of our meeting. We had about 10
registered plus another 20 unregistered viewers. The
council has voted to continue this effort as a tool that is
consistent with the new evangelization.
After the April and May meetings, Fr. Andrew Szymakowski (behind Fr. Boniface in the picture) offered mass
in the Extraordinary Form at the Dominican Chapter
House. Father is formerly of the Fraternal Society of St
Peter, and he has been attending our meetings. In August
he will relocate to Washington DC to study Canon Law.
We will miss him but the Dominicans there will have an
great potential recruit to deal with. Also relocating is our
novice, Margaret Keeler, who is moving to Maryland. We
send her with the best wishes, and are glad she will be
surrounded by Dominicans. We will miss them both and
rejoice in their good fortune.

Mrs Anna Marie Gshwandtner, OP, Secretary/Treasurer
St Andrew, Riverside
Summer is a slow time for us. One item: Recently, our
moderator, Nancy Sebastian, gave us a talk on the religion of Islam. We all found it very interesting. The St. Andrew Chapter wishes to congratulate our two new Dominican priests: Fr. Boniface and Fr. Mark Francis! Ad multo
annos! A blessed and restful summer to all!
Bill Rabalais

In July the Chapter will hold the 7th Annual St Mary Magdalene retreat in honor of our deceased members. This
year the presentations will be given by members of the
local chapter of Secular Discalced Carmelites on the topic
of contemplative prayer.
Mark Gross
[Naaman] was a man who doubted before being made
whole. You are already made whole, and so should not
have any doubt.
Treastise on the Mysteries, St Ambrose
Bl Benedict XI, second Dominican Pope
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We had a joyful celebration of Profession and Reception
day on May 22, 2011. Muriel Brennan and Lorna
Achondoa made their Life Profession while Christina
Moore-Rivera made her First Profession and Richard De
Lorimier was received into the order and chapter. The
Mass was celebrated by Fr Bryan Kromholtz, OP and
concelebrated by Fr Eugene Sousa, OP; Fr. Vito Perrone, COSJ and Fr. Adel Ghalia. Our day included a delightful visit with the nuns at the parlor right after the
mass.

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park
Our chapter is happy to report some significant events
during the past months. In May, yours truly made a pilgrimage to the Vatican for the beatification of Blessed
John Paul II. Traveling with my family, it was an unforgettable time filled with much joy and grace. The presence of
the Dominicans was felt during the beatification events
when Sr Mary Ester, OP, an American studying at the
Angelicum, was selected to do the second reading at the
Mass of Thanksgiving, presided by Tarcisio Cardinal Bertone at St. Peter’s Square. In addition to this blessed and
historical event, I had the opportunity to visit the Church
of Santa Sabina in Rome. I am grateful to Fr Stephen
Maria Lopez, OP for encouraging me to make this visit.
He put me in touch with Fr Juan Pablo Corsiglia, OP
who was kind enough
to give us a historical
tour of the main
Church, the chapel of
St.
Catherine
of
Siena, the monastery
cloister where great
Dom inican
saints
once lived, the room
of Pope St. Pius V
and St. Dominic’s cell
where our holy father
once slept, prayed
and
contemplated.
This pilgrimage was a
great blessing from
God and made special
through the kindness
of wonderful friends
and the prayerful support of my Dominican
family.
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On June 26, 2011, Corpus Christi Sunday, we celebrated
the patronal feast day of the nuns and our chapter. The
Mass was celebrated and preached by Fr Mark Padrez,
OP, Prior Provincial. Fr. Mark thanked the nuns for their
witness to the Gospel by a life of prayer and sacrifice especially spending time before our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament. We were joined by the Dominican friars including Fr Anthony Rosevear, OP, and the novices from
St. Dominic’s Priory; Fr Joseph Sergott, OP, Fr Bryan
Kromholtz, OP, Fr Eugene Sousa, OP; Fr Stephen
Maria Lopez, OP and some student brothers from St.
Albert’s Priory. The Mass was followed by a Eucharistic
procession from Nativity Church to the monastery and
ended with Benediction. Our chapter enjoyed a luncheon
afterwards.
Charo Aguirre
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Richard, Muriel, Christina and Lorna cutting the cake
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From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

With the permission of Sr
Mary Assumpta, OP, Prioress
of Corpus Christi Monastery in
Menlo Park, CA, I am making
a prayer request on her behalf
through the intercession of
Mother Alphonsa Hawthorne,
OP, daughter of American
writer, Nathaniel Hawthorne
and foundress of the Hawthorne Dominicans who care
for terminal cancer patients.
Sr M. Assumpta was diagnosed with Acute Myelogenous Leukemia (AML) several
years ago around the same
time our deceased brother, Fr Tom Kraft, OP was diagnosed with cancer. She was given 11 weeks to live.
Prayers and novenas to Mother Alphonsa helped to
bring her to a successful chemotherapy and bone marrow transplant regime last year and gave her 15 months
of non-cancerous living. Recently tests revealed a return
of the disease. She has a 20% chance of recovery, a
percentage she has lived with for many months, but she
will continue the chemo and bone marrow therapy proscribed by her doctor. During this time, we ask you to
join the Corpus Christi Chapter of Dominican Laity in our
prayerful support for a complete healing of our dear Sister in St. Dominic through the intercession of Mother
Alphonsa.

Fr Mark Padrez OP, Prior Provincial,
addressing LPC meeting

Gloria Serpa
Corpus Christi Chapter

Please keep Karen Woods in your prayers; she is undergoing Chemo. Karen, past president of the LPC, is
well known and loved by many. Thank you—Ed

Ellen Logue celebrated 60 years as a Dominican
At the LPC meeting

Bl Innocent V, First Dominican Pope
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So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of
Wisdom in souls.
The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

Mary, our mother

“Frequently he made a special personal petition that God would deign to grant him a genuine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining
the salvation of men. For he believed that only
then would he be truly a member of Christ,
when he had given himself totally for the salvation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Savior of all, had offered himself completely for
our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy
period of careful and provident planning, he
founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”
Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

And mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,
Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,
Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,
Let those who have drifted
Hear your call,
And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!
Pope John Paul II

Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com
3337 S. Minuteman Pl.
Boise, ID 83706


Please notify by email if you would like to
be added to the regular emailing list.

There is no subscription fee.
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter). Deadline for
contributions is one week before the end of the month
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).
Editor – Mark Gross

Let us, then, not light the lamp by
contemplation and action, only to put
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean,
which is the enlightening word of
knowledge - lest we be condemned
for restricting by the letter the incomprehensible power of wisdom. Rather
let us place it upon the lampstand of
holy Church, on the heights of true
contemplation, where it may kindle
for all men the light of divine teaching.
-St. Maximus the Confessor
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Submissions to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in particular presentations made at chapter meetings. We cannot guarantee that all will be published,
and we reserve the right to edit submissions. The purpose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for proclaiming the Good
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St.
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.
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