
Wise Men Seek Him…
...and Will be Beaten

Benedict XVI
“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena

Continued on page 2)

For the Church which believes and prays, the 
Wise Men from the East who, guided by the star, 
made their way to the manger of Bethlehem, are 
only the beginning of a great procession which 
winds throughout history. Thus the liturgy reads 
the Gospel which relates the journey of the Wise 
Men, together with the magnificent prophetic vi-
sions of the sixtieth chapter of the Book of Isaiah 
and Psalm 71, which depict in bold imagery the 
pilgrimage of the peoples to Jerusalem. Like the 
shepherds, who as the first visitors to the newborn 
Child in the manger, embodied the poor of Israel 
and more generally those humble souls who live 
in deep interior closeness to Jesus, so the men 
from the East embody the world of the peoples, 
the Church of the Gentiles – the men and women 
who in every age set out on the way which leads 
to the Child of Bethlehem, to offer him homage as 
the Son of God and to bow down before him. The 
Church calls this feast “Epiphany” – the appear-
ance of the Godhead. If we consider the fact that 
from the very beginning men and women of every 
place, of every continent, of all the different cul-
tures, mentalities and lifestyles, have been on the 
way to Christ, then we can truly say that this pil-
grimage and this encounter with God in the form 
of a Child is an epiphany of God’s goodness and 
loving kindness for humanity (cf. Tit 3:4).

Following a tradition begun by Pope John Paul II, 
we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
also as the day when episcopal ordination will be 
conferred on four priests who will now cooperate 
in different ways in the ministry of the Pope for the 
unity of the one Church of Jesus Christ in the mul-
tiplicity of the Particular Churches. The connection 
between this episcopal ordination and the theme 
of the pilgrimage of the peoples to Jesus Christ is 
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Wise men… beaten
(Continued from page 1)

me, may thy pains not be in vain”, 
the Church prays in the Dies Irae. 
The restlessness of men for God 
and hence the restlessness of God 
for men must unsettle the Bishop. 
This is what we mean when we say 
that, above all else, the Bishop must 
be a man of faith. For faith is nothing 
less than being interiorly seized by 
God, something which guides us 
along the pathways of life. Faith 
draws us into a state of being seized 

by the restlessness of God and it makes us pilgrims who 
are on an inner journey towards the true King of the world 
and his promise of justice, truth and love. On this pilgrim-
age the Bishop must go ahead, he must be the guide 
pointing out to men and women the way to faith, hope and 
love.

Faith’s inner pilgrimage towards God occurs above all in 
prayer. Saint Augustine once said that prayer is ultimately 
nothing more than the realization and radicalization of our 
yearning for God. Instead of “yearning”, we could also 
translate the word as “restlessness” and say that prayer 
would detach us from our false security, from our being 
enclosed within material and visible realities, and would 
give us a restlessness for God and thus an openness to 
and concern for one another. The Bishop, as a pilgrim of 
God, must be above all a man of prayer. He must be in 
constant inner contact with God; his soul must be open 
wide to God. He must bring before God his own needs 
and the needs of others, as well as his joys and the joys 
of others, and thus in his own way establish contact be-
tween God and the world in communion with Christ, so 
that Christ’s light can shine in the world.

Let us return to the Wise Men from the East. These were 
also, and above all, men of courage, the courage and 
humility born of faith. Courage was needed to grasp the 
meaning of the star as a sign to set out, to go forth – to-
wards the unknown, the uncertain, on paths filled with 
hidden dangers. We can imagine that their decision was 
met with derision: the scorn of those realists who could 
only mock the reveries of such men. Anyone who took off 
on the basis of such uncertain promises, risking every-
thing, could only appear ridiculous. But for these men, 
inwardly seized by God, the way which he pointed out 
was more important than what other people thought. For 
them, seeking the truth meant more than the taunts of the 
world, so apparently clever.

How can we not think, in this context, of the task of a 
Bishop in our own time? The humility of faith, of sharing 
the faith of the Church of every age, will constantly be in 
conflict with the prevailing wisdom of those who cling to 
what seems certain. Anyone who lives and proclaims the 
faith of the Church is on many points out of step with the 

evident. It is the task of the Bishop 
in this pilgrimage not merely to walk 
beside the others, but to go before 
them, showing the way. But in this 
liturgy I would like to reflect with you 
on a more concrete question. Based 
on the account of Matthew, we can 
gain a certain idea of what sort of 
men these were, who followed the 
sign of the star and set off to find 
that King who would establish not 
only for Israel but for all mankind a 
new kind of kingship. What kind of men were they? And 
we can also ask whether, despite the difference of times 
and tasks, we can glimpse in them something of what a 
Bishop is and how he is to carry out his task.

These men who set out towards the unknown were, in 
any event, men with a restless heart. Men driven by a 
restless quest for God and the salvation of the world. 
They were filled with expectation, not satisfied with their 
secure income and their respectable place in society. 
They were looking for something greater. They were no 
doubt learned men, quite knowledgeable about the heav-
ens and probably possessed of a fine philosophical for-
mation. But they desired more than simply knowledge 
about things. They wanted above all else to know what is 
essential. They wanted to know how we succeed in being 
human. And therefore they wanted to know if God exists, 
and where and how he exists. Whether he is concerned 
about us and how we can encounter him. Nor did they 
want just to know. They wanted to understand the truth 
about ourselves and about God and the world. Their out-
ward pilgrimage was an expression of their inward jour-
ney, the inner pilgrimage of their hearts. They were men 
who sought God and were ultimately on the way towards 
him. They were seekers after God.

Here we come to the question: What sort of man must he 
be, upon whom hands are laid in episcopal ordination in 
the Church of Jesus Christ? We can say that he must 
above all be a man concerned for God, for only then will 
he also be truly concerned about men. Inversely, we 
could also say that a Bishop must be a man concerned 
for others, one who is concerned about what happens to 
them. He must be a man for others. But he can only truly 
be so if he is a man seized by God, if concern for God 
has also become for him concern for God’s creature who 
is man. Like the Wise Men from the East, a Bishop must 
not be someone who merely does his job and is content 
with that. No, he must be gripped by God’s concern for 
men and women. He must in some way think and feel 
with God. Human beings have an innate restlessness for 
God, but this restlessness is a participation in God’s own 
restlessness for us. Since God is concerned about us, he 
follows us even to the crib, even to the Cross. “Thou with 
weary steps hast sought me, crucified hast dearly bought 

(Continued on next page)
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Benedict XVI’s Abdication

rion to which we submit. Our criterion is the Lord himself. 
If we defend his cause, we will constantly gain others to 
the way of the Gospel. But, inevitably, we will also be 
beaten by those who live lives opposed to the Gospel, 
and then we can be grateful for having been judged wor-
thy to share in the passion of Christ.

The Wise Men followed the star, and thus came to Jesus, 
to the great Light which enlightens everyone coming into 
this world (cf. Jn 1:9). As pilgrims of faith, the Wise Men 
themselves became stars shining in the firmament of his-
tory and they show us the way. The saints are God’s true 
constellations, which light up the nights of this world, serv-
ing as our guides. Saint Paul, in his Letter to the Philippi-
ans, told his faithful that they must shine like stars in the 
world (cf. 2:15).

Dear friends, this holds true for us too. It holds true above 
all for you who are now to be ordained Bishops of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. If you live with Christ, bound to 
him anew in this sacrament, then you too will become 
wise men. Then you will become stars which go before 
men and women, pointing out to them the right path in 
life. All of us here are now praying for you, that the Lord 
may fill you with the light of faith and love. That that rest-
lessness of God for man may seize you, so that all may 
experience his closeness and receive the gift of his joy. 
We are praying for you, that the Lord may always grant 
you the courage and humility of faith. We ask Mary, who 
showed to the Wise Men the new King of the world (cf. Mt 
2:11), as a loving mother, to show Jesus Christ also to 
you and to help you to be guides along the way which 
leads to him. Amen. 

Homily of his Holiness Benedict  XVI on the solemnity of 
the Epiphany of the Lord, 2013 (Link)

prevalent way of thinking, even in our own day. Today’s 
regnant agnosticism has its own dogmas and is extremely 
intolerant regarding anything that would question it and 
the criteria it employs. Therefore the courage to contradict 
the prevailing mindset is particularly urgent for a Bishop 
today. He must be courageous. And this courage or force-
fulness does not consist in striking out or in acting aggres-
sively, but rather in allowing oneself to be struck and to be 
steadfast before the principles of the prevalent way of 
thinking. The courage to stand firm in the truth is unavoid-
ably demanded of those whom the Lord sends like sheep 
among wolves. “Those who fear the Lord will not be 
timid”, says the Book of Sirach (34:16). The fear of God 
frees us from the fear of men. It liberates.

Here I am reminded of an episode at the very beginning 
of Christianity which Saint Luke recounts in the Acts of 
the Apostles. After the speech of Gamaliel, who advised 
against violence in dealing with the earliest community of 
believers in Jesus, the Sanhedrin summoned the Apos-
tles and had them flogged. It then forbade them from 
preaching in the name of Jesus and set them free. Saint 
Luke continues: “As they left the council, they rejoiced 
that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for 
the name of Jesus. And every day… they did not cease to 
teach and proclaim Jesus as the Messiah” (Acts 5:40ff.). 
The successors of the Apostles must also expect to be 
repeatedly beaten, by contemporary methods, if they con-
tinue to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a way that 
can be heard and understood. Then they can rejoice that 
they have been considered worthy of suffering for him. 
Like the Apostles, we naturally want to convince people 
and in this sense to obtain their approval. Naturally, we 
are not provocative; on the contrary we invite all to enter 
into the joy of that truth which shows us the way. The ap-
proval of the prevailing wisdom, however, is not the crite-

Dear Brothers, I have convoked you to this Consistory, 
not only for the three canonizations, but also to communi-
cate to you a decision of great importance for the life of 
the Church. After having repeatedly examined my con-
science before God, I have come to the certainty that my 
strengths, due to an advanced age, are no longer suited 
to an adequate exercise of the Petrine ministry. I am well 
aware that this ministry, due to its essential spiritual na-
ture, must be carried out not only with words and deeds, 
but no less with prayer and suffering. However, in today’s 
world, subject to so many rapid changes and shaken by 
questions of deep relevance for the life of faith, in order to 
govern the bark of Saint Peter and proclaim the Gospel, 
both strength of mind and body are necessary, strength 
which in the last few months, has deteriorated in me to 
the extent that I have had to recognize my incapacity to 
adequately fulfill the ministry entrusted to me. For this 
reason, and well aware of the seriousness of this act, with 

Wise men… beaten
(Continued from previous page)

full freedom I declare that I renounce the ministry of 
Bishop of Rome, Successor of Saint Peter, entrusted to 
me by the Cardinals on 19 April 2005, in such a way, that 
as from 28 February 2013, at 20:00 hours, the See of 
Rome, the See of Saint Peter, will be vacant and a Con-
clave to elect the new Supreme Pontiff will have to be 
convoked by those whose competence it is.

Dear Brothers, I thank you most sincerely for all the love 
and work with which you have supported me in my minis-
try and I ask pardon for all my defects. And now, let us 
entrust the Holy Church to the care of Our Supreme Pas-
tor, Our Lord Jesus Christ, and implore his holy Mother 
Mary, so that she may assist the Cardinal Fathers with 
her maternal solicitude, in electing a new Supreme Pon-
tiff. With regard to myself, I wish to also devotedly serve 
the Holy Church of God in the future through a life dedi-
cated to prayer.

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/homilies/2013/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom_20130106_epifania_en.htmlhttp:/www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/homilies/2013/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom_20130106_epifania_en.html
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confirms the gifts of Grace and Purity that God bestowed 
on Her.

Pope Benedict is a very wise and holy man. While he has 
explained the natural reasons for resigning, his timing has 
also provided us with spiritual reflections as well.  As we 
face the new challenges of our times, let’s turn to Our 
Lady of Lourdes for guidance and protection.  Finally, let’s 
keep Pope Benedict, the College of Cardinals and our 
new Holy Father, in unceasing prayer.

May God Bless you,

In Jesus and St. Dominic,
Denise Harvey
Vice President 

"She has the appearance of a young girl of sixteen or 
seventeen. She is dressed in a white robe, girdled at 
the waist with a blue ribbon which flows down all around 
it. A yoke closes it in graceful pleats at the base of the 
neck. The sleeves are long and tight-fitting. She wears 
upon her head a veil which is also white. This veil gives 
just a glimpse of her hair and then falls down at the 
back below her waist. Her feet are bare but covered by 
the last folds of her robe except at the point where a 
yellow rose shines upon each of them. She holds on 
her right arm a rosary of white beads with a chain of 
gold shinning like the two roses on her feet."  Saint Ber-
nadette

The Holy Father’s decision to resign marks a period of 
transition for the Church and the world.  It’s very interest-
ing, and perhaps providential, that this transition will occur 
during Lent.  It is also interesting to note that our Holy 
Father chose the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, to make 
his announcement.

Lent is a time that we enter into the desert with Jesus for 
40 days.  Jesus marked this time as a preparation for His 
public ministry.  In much the same way, our Holy Mother 
Church will enter into this same desert.  She will pray and 
fast, like Jesus, in preparation for a new public ministry.  

There seems to be a strong connection between a Pope 
taking the Chair of St. Peter during Lent (as we believe 
will be the case), and the trials that Jesus Himself faced. 
Jesus was mocked, ridiculed, rejected and had His au-
thority challenged.   He responded with The Truth.  The 
government of His time washed their hands of that Truth, 
and sent Him to the cross.  Today, our Church is experi-
encing many of the same assaults.  Like Pilate, our soci-
ety cannot recognize Truth.  As a result, the basic tenants 
and precepts of our faith are mocked, ridiculed and re-
jected.  The governments of today are also washing their 
hands of The Truth, and sending The Church to the cross.

Pope Benedict’s decision in choosing the feast of Our 
Lady of Lourdes is also very significant.  First and fore-
most, it is clear that Pope Benedict is entrusting The 
Church to Our Lady.  Second, he seems to be inviting us 
to ponder the messages of Lourdes once again.  Our 
Lady appeared to St. Bernadette over a period of five 
months, beginning on February 11th.  During that time, 
our saint received the following messages:

 Penance, penance, penance
 Pray for sinners
 Kiss the ground for the conversion of sinners
 Pray the Rosary
 Go and drink and wash your feet at the fountain, and 

eat the grass there.
 I am the Immaculate Conception
 Go tell the priests to come here in procession and 

build a chapel here. 

These messages speak to us in several ways.  They high-
light and emphasize the need for conversion.  Prayer, 
penance and humility are stressed as a means toward 
this conversion.  “Drink and wash your feet at the foun-
tain”, immediately reminds us of the Last Supper.  We can 
take away so much from the Last Supper, not the least of 
which is the Eucharist.  Jesus also teaches us to be ser-
vants, by first taking us in His own hands, and washing us 
clean. Our Lady also points to the importance of, and 
need for, the Priesthood and the Church.  Finally, She 

Praised be Jesus
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From the President

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic,

A very blessed Lenten season to you all. 

As a function of our Rule and Particular Directory, we in 
the Dominican Laity of the Western Province are called to 
pursue the exercises of penance, prayer, study and con-
templation, and to share with others the fruits of our con-
templation. I was reminded of this recently in correspon-
dence with a member of the Dominican Laity of the East-
ern Province who was requesting my participation in a 
special effort of prayer and penance this Lent.

My appeal will be virtually the same as hers for the East-
ern Province: that the members of the Dominican Laity of 
the Western Province join together in praying the Domini-
can Litany of Saints and Blesseds for this period while we 
await the selection of a new Pope. 

There are four intentions here:

1. For His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI, in thanksgiving 
that God will continue to bless him as he moves to a 
new phase in his service to the Lord;

2. For the College of Cardinals, that the Holy Spirit will 
prevail in prayers and deliberations for a new pope;

3. For the man who will be selected to serve as our new 
Pope, that he will humbly and courageously lead the 
Church and her people according to God’s Divine and 
Loving Will; 

4. And, for the people of God, that we be lead into faith, 
love and salvation.

The Dominican Litany of Saints and Blesseds is included 
in this issue (page 9), and I’m grateful in advance as the 
Laity of this province joins the prayers and supplications 
of others in this country.

In St. Dominic,
Tony Galati, President

Last night, sitting in the car at the hospital emergency 
room, I was listening to the excellent Catholic Answers 
Live program “Pro-Life answers to Pro-Choice Ques-
tions.”  The caller stated that he was a Catholic who ac-
cepted the Joe Biden position of being personally op-
posed to abortion but disagreed that his religious belief 
should be imposed on others by the force of law.  The 
guest (whose name I did not catch), led him through a 
series of questions along the lines of “do you agree that it 
is wrong to kill toddlers?” and “do you agree that there 
should be a law enforcing the belief that it is wrong to kill 
toddlers?”  The series of questions led from first principals 
to the inescapable conclusion, and the caller agreed to all 
of them. Yet in the end, he reverted to his opening as-
sumption, that abortion should be legal, even though he’d 
agreed to every reason why it should not!

This reminds me of having this discussion with protes-
tants who claim “protestants agree on the essentials” and 
after they agree that the only thing they agree on is “not to 
be Catholic” (a negative) and that there is no actual posi-
tive agreement on anything of importance among protes-
tants; they smile and again assert “we agree on the es-
sentials!”

As CS Lewis puts onto the lips of his demon in Screwtape 
Letters – “Gone is the day when men will be convinced by 
sound reason.”  In this day and age, it would seem that 
the fundamental tenet of philosophy, that a think cannot 
both be and not be, really is embraced by the culture. 

This is to be double-minded, and even the biblical injunc-
tion isn’t enough, for scripture warns against such think-
ing:  Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 
you of two minds. [James 4:8 NAB] 

Clearly bad philosophy is not a new phenomenon among 
God’s people, for we find it also in the Old Covenant:  
Elijah appealed to all the people and said, "How long will 
you straddle the issue? If the LORD is God, follow him; if 
Baal, follow him." The people, however, did not answer 
him. [1 Kings 18:21 NAB]

Cardinal George has stated that he thinks it likely that his 
successor will die in prison, and his successor will be exe-
cuted; The Holy Father has spoken of being “beaten,” and 
has abdicated.  All has and will come upon us to help us 
jump off the fence and be of one mind, to answer with 
Joshua: as for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord [Joshua 24:15 NAB]

Please join with me and pray that our Cardinal Electors 
give us a new pope who is who will be conformed to the 
heart of Jesus, passionately love the Church, and place 
Christ's will over his own.  At this time, may we all unite 
with Jesus in the garden, remember how he sweated 
blood, and let us pray together "not my will, but Thine be 
done."

Mark Gross, Editor

From the Editor
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From the DLIPC Representative

I am sure we each have our recollections of both an-
nouncements. The beginning and end of remarkable ser-
vice. I imagine many of us have been approached by non-
Catholic friends and co-workers asking us what we think, 
what does it mean to today's church, how will things 
change with a living former pope, etc. These are tremen-
dous moments for evangelization. 

First is the opportunity to discuss the nature of Holy Or-
ders.  A sacrament conferred by a Bishop on men judged 
to be properly disposed and prepared. Priest, Bishop, 
Arch-Bishop, and Pope all similar in that they share the 
"priesthood -- the order of Melchisidek." The consecrated 
host is no more or less the real Presence of Jesus Christ 
because it was consecrated by the Priest vs. the Holy 
Father. An infant is no more baptized if it is by a Bishop 
rather than a Priest. They all serve in same role during 
the sacrifice of the Mass. That said, the offices they oc-
cupy are quite different. A priest is a priest wherever he 
goes and can perform priestly duties in other parishes or 
dioceses (within certain limits imposed by the bishop). He 
can witness a marriage; celebrate Mass; hear confes-
sions: etc. These are all priestly functions that, by and 
large, are with the priest where ever he goes. 

A bishop or arch-bishop exercise authorities within his 
diocese (or arch diocese). He does not issue pastoral let-
ters, nor exercise authority outside his diocese (although 
he may perform priestly duties as described above). The 
conference of bishops is a collegial body without authority 
over the actions of a bishop within his diocese. 

The Pope is a brother bishop ... who does exercise au-
thority over the whole universal Church.  It is instructive to 
see what the Code of Canon Law has to say about this 
particular office (emphases added in the following):

Canon 331 The office uniquely committed by the Lord 
to Peter, the first of the Apostles, and to be transmitted 
to his successors, abides in the Bishop of the Church of 
Rome. He is the head of the College of Bishops, the 
Vicar of Christ, and the Pastor of the universal 
Church here on earth. Consequently, by virtue of his 
office, he has supreme, full, immediate and univer-
sal ordinary power in the Church, and he can always 
freely exercise this power.

Canon 332 §1 The Roman Pontiff acquires full and su-
preme power in the Church when, together with Episco-
pal consecration, he has been lawfully elected and has 
accepted the election. Accordingly, if he already has the 
Episcopal character, he receives this power from the 
moment he accepts election to the supreme pontifi-
cate. If he does not have the Episcopal character, he is 
immediately to be ordained Bishop.

§2 Should it happen that the Roman Pontiff resigns 
from his office, it is required for validity that the res-

So much has happened since our last newsletter. I try to 
keep a list of potential topics nearby so I can write a 
timely article that helps us live our lives as Lay Domini-
cans. Then two events cleared the decks, so to speak: 
Facebook and the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI. I'll 
explain.

First the Holy Father. I just celebrated my 62nd birthday 
(a near-senior, so to speak) and think of myself as appro-
priately reserved most of the time. Not subject to emo-
tional outbursts of one sort or another (although most of 
my children and grandchildren seem to think otherwise --
where Christmas gift giving is often an unofficial game of 
"Who can make Papa/Dada cry first"). That said, I re-
member so clearly the day Josef Cardinal Ratzinger was 
elected our Pope. 

I had just parked my car, returning to the office from a 
meeting, and had my usual news station on the radio. 
Suddenly the car was filled with the sound of the bells of 
jubilation. The news show was broadcasting live from the 
Vatican and you could hear the masses of people cele-
brating in St. Peter's Square. The on-the-scene reporter 
was shouting into the microphone. He couldn’t have been 
heard otherwise. He was explaining for the hundredth 
time, over the last days it seemed, that the presence of 
white smoke signaled the election of a new Pope. He con-
tinued that the announcement of who was elected would 
be made momentarily. It was riveting. I delayed getting 
out of my car.

The sounds were joyous. Then the reporter interrupted 
himself to say the announcement was being made. In the 
background you could hear someone speaking with the 
aid of a loud speaker. It sounded like Italian and I couldn't 
understand it. The priest assisting the reporter was trans-
lating the announcement. Before he could say it in Eng-
lish I distinctly heard the official announcer say 
"Ratzinger." I wept. It was beyond all my expectations. I 
thanked God and resumed work. 

I was more subdued when I heard of His Holiness's resig-
nation. Maybe it was the way I heard it. I had just started 
up my computer fairly early in the morning to begin my 
work day when my son called. He is a Ph.D. candidate 
studying Political Philosophy and was heading into class. 
He just wanted to confirm that what he thought he heard 
on the radio on his way into class was true: Did the Pope 
resign? 

To say I was shocked would be an understatement. 
Quickly I searched my usual news sources on the internet 
and there it was. "Wow," was all my son said -- a master 
of understatement. When I found a clip of the Holy Fa-
ther's announcement, in his voice so tired and strained it 
seemed, I was deeply, deeply moved. I had (and have) a 
sense of pending loss, so different than the feeling when 
a loved one dies but a very profound sense of loss. 

(Continued on next page)
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DLIPC Representative
(Continued from previous page)

priests, etc.). But in reality we are presented with opportu-
nities to preach to our colleagues, professional contacts, 
non-Catholic friends on the unchanging Truths of our 
Catholic Faith:

No, the Church is not going to change its teachings 
on artificial contraception. The purpose of marriage 
does not change with the elevation of a new Pope. It 
is a consistent, unerring, unchangeable truth that the 
purpose of marriage is two-fold, unitive and procrea-
tive. 

No, the Church is not going to change its teaching on 
marriage itself. That union is between a man and a 
woman, period. Other relationships are just those … 
other relationships. 

No, the Church is not going to change its teaching on 
the indissolubility of marriage. The times may be a-
changing, but not this.

No, the Church is not going to re-examine its teaching 
on male clergy. Although “progressive” clergy, femi-
nists of all stripes, and alleged “Catholic journalists” 
are all a-twitter at the prospect they hide a fundamen-
tal Truth. The very topic is closed. When Blessed 
John Paul II issued the Apostolic Letter On Reserving 
Priestly Ordination to Men Alone (Ordinatio Sacerdo-
talis on the Solemnity of Pentecost, 1994) he con-
cluded: Wherefore, in order that all doubt may be re-
moved regarding a matter of great importance, a mat-
ter which pertains to the Church’s divine constitution 
itself, in virtue of my ministry of confirming the breth-
ren (cf. Lk 22:32) I declare that the Church as no au-
thority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on 
women and that this judgment is to be definitively 
held by all the Church’s faithful. Translation: case 
closed. We are to assent to this teaching. There is no 
room for discussion, argument, debate, or “open dia-
logue.” You don’t hear that from the popular media nr 
their “expert” consultants. (Note: this demonstrates 
yet another extraordinary power of the Holy Father ---
to declare something “to be definitively held by all the 
Church’s faithful.”) 

And on and on it goes. Those who want to usually rele-
gate the Church to the “ash heap of history” seem all too 
fascinated at times like these in not only the Holy Father’s 
office, and personality, but all the workings of the Vatican. 
What a terrific opportunity to preach in the truest sense of 
the word, for us … the laity. Not in the pulpit but at our 
desk, in the checkout line, over a cup of coffee. We are 
where the friars aren’t. Our Order relies on us. 

And oh, by the way, if it’s in the National Catholic Re-
porter it’s likely not true.

About Facebook? Maybe next time. 

G S Sims

ignation be freely made and properly manifested, 
but it is not necessary that it be accepted by any-
one.

Canon 333 §1 By virtue of his office, the Roman Pontiff 
not only has power over the universal Church, but 
also has pre-eminent ordinary power over all par-
ticular Churches and their groupings. This reinforces 
and defends the proper, ordinary and immediate power 
which the Bishops have in the particular Churches en-
trusted to their care.

 §2 The Roman Pontiff, in fulfilling his office as su-
preme Pastor of the Church, is always joined in full 
communion with the other Bishops, and indeed with the 
whole Church. He has the right, however, to determine, 
according to the needs of the Church, whether this of-
fice is to be exercised in a personal or in a collegial 
manner. 

§3 There is neither appeal nor recourse against a 
judgment or a decree of the Roman Pontiff.

 Canon 334 The Bishops are available to the Roman 
Pontiff in the exercise of his office, to cooperate with 
him in various ways, among which is the synod of Bish-
ops. Cardinals also assist him, as do other persons 
and, according to the needs of the time, various insti-
tutes; all these persons and institutes fulfill their offices 
in his name and by his authority, for the good of all the 
Churches, in accordance with the norms determined by 
law.

 Canon 335 When the Roman See is vacant, or com-
pletely impeded, no innovation is to be made in the 
governance of the universal Church. The special laws 
enacted for these circumstances are to be observed.

There is so much we could write on this essential, but so 
often overlooked, office. The Code, above, tells us, in 
part: 1. he has supreme, full, immediate and universal 
ordinary power in the Church; 2.he has pre-eminent ordi-
nary power over all particular Churches; 3. he has the 
right … to determine … whether this office is to be exer-
cised in a personal or in a collegial manner; and 4. there 
is neither appeal nor recourse against a judgment or a 
decree of the Roman Pontiff.

We shouldn’t be surprised I suppose, but the media be-
come consumed about the election of a new Pontiff. It will 
spend years ignoring, or even marginalizing, him and his 
office but as soon as it is vacant (or vacancy is imminent) 
he becomes fascinating. 

We are told the Church is presented with an opportunity 
to “fully enter” the 20th or 21st century, as the case may 
be. An opportunity to re-evaluate its position on (fill in the 
blank … artificial contraception, “gay marriage,” women 
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The New Cosmology: Environmental Policy Must Serve 
Humanity First

In the first chapter of the book of Genesis, God gives hu-
manity “dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over the 
earth...”  [Genesis 1:16].  Genesis also shows that God’s 
creation is good and well-ordered.   As taught by the 
Church, the order of creation is a “gift addressed to man, 
an inheritance destined for and entrusted to him[;]” and 
that mankind is “the summit” of God’s work  [Catechism of 
the Catholic Church (CCC) ¶¶ 299, 341-343].  

As humanity is the first being among all of creation, it falls 
upon humankind to respect and steward God’s creation 
and in turn, the environment.  Humankind is in “solidarity” 
with creation because the aim of creation is to glorify God.  
Mankind’s stewardship does not destroy, but sustains, 
creation; uplifting humanity and the environment, protect-
ing it against devastation while upholding it for human use 
and development.  

With the Fall of Adam and Eve, “we know that the whole 
creation has been groaning with labor pains” yearning for 
redemption [Romans 8:22]. Original sin took its toll sub-
jecting each person to ignorance and death and an incli-
nation to sin.   Yet with the sacrament of Baptism, we are 
restored in Christ and we belong to Him.  

After the Fall of mankind, with the Incarnation of Jesus 
Christ and the Redemption, creation was renewed.  With 
Christ’s birth, “[t]he universe rejoices and new and inde-
finable loveliness.  Not only does it feel the unseen pres-
ence of God himself, its Creator, it sees him openly, work-
ing and making it holy. These great blessings spring from 
the blessed fruit of Mary’s womb”  (St. Anselm).  With the 
nativity of Christ, there is a renewed call to care for crea-
tion that is often identified in the secular world as the 
“environment”—with humanity at its center.  It is a bal-
ance with the needs and purposes of humanity at its fo-
cus, while maintaining environmental stewardship and 
effort of restoration and rehabilitation of the environment 
where devastated.

These principles include the protection of human rights 
and among these are the God-given rights of right to life, 
liberty, and property.  Corresponding and deeply con-
nected to the right to life is the right to own private prop-
erty “which must be held sacred and inviolable.  The law 
[  ] should favor ownership, and its policy should be to 
induce as many as possible to become owners”  [Rerum 
Novarum, para. 46].  If the right to own private property is 
to be protected under law, commensurate with such right 
is the responsibility to protect the environment.   A prop-
erty owner is a conservationist, stewarding his or her 
property and protecting its use for current and future gen-
erations and restoring and rehabilitating where necessary.

When it comes to environmental protection, public policy 
must keep these principles in mind, accommodating a 
balance or moderation between environmental protection 
and use of the environment for the needs and use of hu-
manity.  This moderate view of environmental protection 
sustains God’s creation but uses the environment for hu-
man needs and development.  On the opposite side of the 
continuum from a balanced environmentalism is a reli-
gious-like environmental zeal that places mankind on 
equal parity or below with the environment.  Many have 
called this new age equivalence of humanity with creation 
a type of “new cosmology.”  

The Pacific Northwest experienced this brand of extreme 
environmentalism in the 1990s.  At that time, the regional 
“spotted owl” had been placed on the endangered spe-
cies list by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.   A middle 
course provides protection to the spotted owl with key 
habitats throughout the millions of acres of forest on the 
public lands in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington and pro-
tection to human habitat and jobs.   Instead of chartering 
a moderate environmental policy, federal public policy 
favored a sweeping protection of the spotted owl on all 
federal lands in the Pacific Northwest that cut timber har-
vesting to a fraction of its historical numbers.   The result 
was closed lumber mills and stifled towns and villages.  
Thousands of jobs were lost, families devastated, and 
businesses shuttered.   In Idaho alone, the cities of Oro-
fino, Salmon, Council, Sandpoint, Horseshoe Bend, 
Grangeville, Payette, among others, were hit hard with 
the loss of jobs and income.  It could have been avoided if 
the federal public lands had been managed for the protec-
tion of spotted owls and use of renewable resources in-
volving a moderate way of environmental protection.   In 
the end, a rigid environmentalism caused unnecessary 
economic stress and loss.  Oddly, after nearly 20 years of 
shelving key federal public lands in the Pacific Northwest, 
the officials are currently claiming that the spotted owls 
need more protection.

In sum, in order to serve the common good, protect the 
environment from devastation, and provided long-term, 
good-paying sustainable employment in the resource in-
dustry, environmental policy must steer a moderate 
course.  That course is one founded on the key principles 
of Catholic social teaching of the rights to life, liberty, and 
property; on the use of renewable resources for human 
needs, development and jobs; and on the solid protection 
of the environment and rehabilitation where devastated.  

This Godly approach will sustain environmental protection 
that will aid human needs and development that serves 
justice and peace among the people in our free society. 

John Keenan

From the Peace and Justice Promoter
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Litany of Dominican Saints and Blesseds

Lord, have mercy. ~Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. ~Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, hear us ~Christ, graciously hear us.
God, the heavenly Father, have mercy on us. ~God, the 
heavenly Father, have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the World, have mercy on us. 
~God the Son, Redeemer of the World, have mercy on us

God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
~God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us.
~Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us.

Holy Mary, ~Pray for us.
Holy Mother of God,
Holy Virgin of Virgins,

Saint Michael,
Saint Gabriel,
Saint Raphael,
Saint Joseph,
Saint John the Baptist,

All you holy angels and archangels,
All you holy patriarchs and prophets,
All you holy apostles and evangelists,
All you holy martyrs,
All you holy virgins and widows,

All you holy men and women,

Saint Mary Magdalene,
Saint Catherine of Alexandria,
Saint Augustine,
Holy Father Francis,

Blessed Jane of Aza,
Blessed Reginald of Orleans,
Holy Father Dominic,
Holy Father Dominic,
Blessed Bertrand, 

Blessed Mannes, 
Blessed Diana, 
Blessed Jordan of Saxony, 
Blessed John of Salerno,
Blessed William and Companions,

Blessed Ceslaus,
Blessed Isnard,
Blessed Guala,
Blessed Peter Gonzalez,
Saint Zdîslava,
Saint Peter of Verona,
Blessed Nicholas of Paglia,
Saint Hyacinth,
Blessed Gonsalvo,
Blessed Sadoc and Companions,
Blessed Giles,
Saint Margaret of Hungary,
Blessed Bartholomew of Vicenza,
Saint Thomas Aquinas,
Saint Raymond of Penyãfort,
Blessed Innocent,
Blessed Albert of Bergamo,
Saint Albert the Great,
Blessed John of Vercelli,
Blessed Ambrose,
Blessed Cecilia,
Blessed Benvenuta,

Blessed James of Varazze,
Blessed James of Bevagna,
Blessed Benedict,
Blessed Jane of Orvieto,
Blessed Jordan of Pisa,
Blessed Emily,
Blessed James Salomonio,
Saint Agnes of Montepulciano,
Blessed Simon,
Blessed Margaret of Castello,
Blessed Augustine Kazotic,

Blessed James Benefatti,
Blessed Imelda,
Blessed Dalmatius,
Blessed Margaret Ebner,
Blessed Villana,
Blessed Peter of Ruffia,
Blessed Henry Suso,
Blessed Sibyllina,
Blessed Anthony of Pavonio,
Saint Catherine of Siena,
Blessed Marcolino,
Blessed Raymond of Capua,
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Blessed Andrew Franchi, 
Saint Vincent Ferrer,
Blessed Clara,
Blessed John Dominic,
Blessed Alvarez,
Blessed Maria Mancini,
Blessed Peter of Castello,
Blessed Andrew Abellon,
Blessed Stephen,
Blessed Peter of Geremia,
Blessed John of Fiesole,

Blessed Lawrence of Ripafratta,
Blessed Anthony della Chiesa,
Saint Antoninus,
Blessed Anthony Neyrot,
Blessed Margaret of Savoy,
Blessed Bartholomew of Cerverio,
Blessed Matthew,
Blessed Constantius,
Blessed Christopher,
Blessed Damian,
Blessed Andrew of Peschiera,
Blessed Bernard,
Blessed Jane of Portugal,
Blessed James of Ulm,
Blessed Augustine of Biella,
Blessed Aimo,
Blessed Sebastian,
Blessed Mark,
Blessed Columba,
Blessed Magdalen,
Blessed Osanna of Mantua,
Blessed John Liccio,
Blessed Dominic Spadafora,
Blessed Stephana,
Blessed Adrian,
Blessed Lucy of Narni,
Blessed Catherine of Racconigi,
Blessed Osanna of Kotor,
Saint Pius,
Saint John of Cologne and Companions,
Blessed Maria Bartholomew,
Saint Louis Bertrand,
Saint Catherine de Ricci,
Blessed Robert Nutter,
Blessed Alfonsus and Companions,
Saint Rose of Lima, 

Saint Dominic Ibáñez and Companions,
Blessed Agnes of Jesus,
Saint Lawrence Ruiz and Companions,
Saint Martin de Porres,
Blessed Peter Higgins,
Saint Francis de Capillas and Companions,

Saint Juan Macias,
Blessed Terence O’Brien,
Blessed Ann of the Angels,
Blessed Francis de Posadas,

Saint Louis de Montfort,
Saint Francis Gil,
Saint Matteo Alonso,
Blessed Peter Sanz and Companions,
Saint Vincent Liem,
Saint Hyacinth Castañeda,
Blessed Marie Poussepin,
Blessed George,
Blessed Catherine Jarrige,
Saint Ignatius Delgado and Companions,
Saint Joseph Diaz and Companions,
Saint Dominic An-Kham,
Saint Valentine Berrio-Ochoa and Companions,
Blessed Jean-Joseph Lataste,
Saint Francis Coll,
Saint Arnold Janssen,
Blessed Hyacinthe Cormier,
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati,
Blessed Bartolo Longo,
Blessed Maria Alfonsina Danil Ghattas,
Blessed Josefina Sauleda Paulis and Companions,
Blessed Buenaventura García Paredes and Companions,
Blessed Celestino José Alonso Villar and Companions,
Blessed Enrique Izquierdo Palacios and Companions,
Blessed Maria Ascension of the Heart of Jesus,
Blessed Michael Czartorysky,
Blessed Julia Rodzinska,

All you holy Dominicans,
~Pray for us.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
~Spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
~Graciously hear us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
~Have mercy on us.

Let us pray 

God, source of all holiness, you have enriched your 
Church with many gifts in the saints of the Order of 
Preachers. By following the example of our brothers and 
sisters, may we come to enjoy their company for ever in 
the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

From the Dominican Nuns of Summit, NJ (Link)

Litany
(Continued from previous page)

http://nunsopsummit.org/archives/2865
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"The Christian Vision of Man is, in Fact, A Great 'yes' to the 
Dignity of the Person

Benedict XVI

I offer you my welcome with affection and joy on the occa-
sion of the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council Cor 
Unum. I thank the president, Cardinal Robert Sarah, for 
his words and I address my cordial greeting to each one 
of you, extending it to all those who do charitable work in 
the Church. With the recent motu proprio "Intima Eccle-
siae natura" I wished to emphasize the ecclesial meaning 
of your activity. Your witness can open the doors of faith 
to many people who seek Christ's love. Thus, in this Year 
of Faith the theme "Charity, the New Ethics and Christian 
Anthropology," which you are taking up, reflects the close 
connection between love and truth, or, if you will, between 
faith and charity. The whole Christian ethos receives its 
meaning from faith as a "meeting" with the love of Christ, 
which offers a new horizon and impresses a decisive di-
rection on life (cf. "Deus caritas est," 1). Christina love 
finds its basis and form in faith. Meeting God and experi-
encing his love, we learn "no longer to live for ourselves 
but for him and, with him, for others" (ibid. 33).

Beginning from this dynamic relationship between faith 
and charity, I would like to reflect on a point that I would 
call the prophetic dimension that faith instills in charity. 
The believer's adherence to the Gospel impresses on 
charity its typically Christian form and constitutes it as a 
principle of discernment. The Christian, especially those 
who work in charitable organizations, must let himself be 
oriented by principles of faith through which we adopt 
"God's perspective," we accept his plan for us (cf. "Deus 
caritas est," 1). This new way of looking at the world and 
man offered by faith also furnishes the correct criterion for 
the evaluation of expressions of charity in the present 
context.

In every age, when man did not try to follow this plan, he 
was victim of cultural temptations that ended up making 
him a slave. In recent centuries, the ideologies that 
praised the cult of the nation, the race, of the social class, 
showed themselves to be nothing but idolatry; and the 
same can be said of unbridled capitalism with its cult of 
profit, which has led to crisis, inequality and misery. There 
is a growing consensus today about the inalienable dig-
nity of the human being and the reciprocal and interde-
pendent responsibility toward man; and this is to the 
benefit of true civilization, the civilization of love. On the 
other hand, unfortunately, there are also shadows in our 
time that obscure God's plan. I am referring above all to a 
tragic anthropological reduction that re-proposes ancient 
material hedonism, to which is added a "technological 
prometheism." From the marriage of a materialistic vision 
of man and great technological development there 
emerges an anthropology that is at bottom atheistic. It 
presupposes that man is reduced to autonomous func-
tions, the mind to the brain, human history to a destiny of 

self-realization. All of this prescinds from God, from the 
properly spiritual dimension and from a horizon beyond 
this world. In the perspective of a man deprived of his 
soul and of a personal relation with the Creator, that 
which is technologically possible becomes morally legiti-
mate, every experiment is thus acceptable, every political 
demographic acceptable, every form of manipulation justi-
fied. The danger most to be feared in this current of 
thought is the absolutization of man: man wants to be "ab-
solutus," absolved of every bond and of every natural 
constitution. He pretends to be independent and thinks 
that his happiness lies solely in the affirmation of self. 
"Man calls his nature into question … From now on there 
is only the abstract human being, who chooses for himself 
what his nature is to be" (Speech to the Roman Curia, 
December 21, 2012). This is a radical negation of man's 
creatureliness and filial condition, which leads to a tragic 
solitude.

The faith and healthy Christian discernment bring us 
therefore to pay prophetic attention to this problematic 
ethical situation and to the mentality that it supposes. Just 
collaboration with international organizations in the field of 
development and in human promotion must not make us 
close our eyes to these dangerous ideologies, and the 
Pastors of the Church – which is the "pillar and ground of 
the truth" (1 Timothy 3:15) – have a duty to warn both 
faithful Catholics and every person of good will and right 
reason about these deviations. This is a harmful deviation 
for man even if it is waved with good intentions as a ban-
ner of presumed progress, or of presumed rights, or of a 
presumed humanism. In the face of these anthropological 
reductions, what is the task of every Christian – and espe-
cially your task – involved in charitable work, and so in 
direct relations with many social protagonists? We cer-
tainly must exercise a critical vigilance and, sometimes, 
refuse money and collaboration that would, directly or 
indirectly, support actions and projects that run contrary to 
a Christian anthropology. But, positively speaking, the 
Church is always committed to the promotion of man ac-
cording to God's plan, man in his integral dignity, with re-
spect for his twofold vertical and horizontal dimension. 
The actions of ecclesial development organizations are 
also oriented in this direction. The Christian vision of man 
is, in fact, a great "yes" to the dignity of the person called 
to intimate communion with God, a filial communion, hum-
ble and confident. The human being is neither an individ-
ual subsisting in himself nor an anonymous element of 
the collective. He is rather a singular and unrepeatable 
person intrinsically ordered to relationship and sociality. 
For this reason the Church stresses her great "yes" to the 
dignity and beauty of marriage as an expression of a 
faithful and fecund alliance between man and woman, 
and says "no" to such philosophies as the philosophy of 
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Vision
(Continued from previous page)

(Continued on next page)

Preaching with the Fathers of the Church
 By Daniel Cardinal DiNardo

My general topic for this lecture is “The 
Fathers of the Church and Preaching.”  
Patristics was my field of study at the 
Augustinianum while I was a student here 
at NAC.  As I mentioned above, I have 
continued to read and study the Fathers 
for many years and find them to be equal 
dialogue partners in our common discus-
sion about evangelization and preaching. 
We give, and perhaps rightfully so, much 
more metaphysical weight and signifi-
cance to when something or someone 
occurred in time. The temporal and cul-
tural differences between us and the Fa-
thers of the Church are large and may 
even be large among the Fathers them-
selves in their temporal and cultural dif-
ferences from one another. But though distance creates 
some blocks in understanding the past, the “fusion of hori-
zons offers us an avenue for genuine comprehension. 
Further,  there is an ethos and an identity about these 
early preachers, teachers and theologians of the first six 
Christian centuries that gives them great importance  in 
the history of Faith. The Magisterium of the Church has 
certainly emphasized  these witnesses  as models for 
right teaching, right practice and  spiritual discernment.  
The very differences in times and cultures of the patristic 
period from our own  can actually engage us all the more 
and allow us to see their “contemporaneity”  for the life of 
Faith today.   The Fathers of the Church are significant. 
We should read them. Let us be candid. We read more 
about them than actually read and study them and their 

writings.  The weight of seminary curric-
ula and requirements among those study-
ing for the priesthood sometimes truncate 
a more prolonged study or leisurely read-
ing of these ancient Christian  authors.

Such a situation is  disappointing when it 
comes to my chosen topic: the Fathers 
and Preaching. Outside of Origen and St. 
Jerome, scholars even in their own esti-
mation, the overwhelming  majority of  
recognized  Church Fathers, East and 
West, were bishops, and thus preachers. 
They did a vast amount of their work in 
homilies and sermons.  (In the case of St. 
John Chrysostom 90% of his work that 
has come down to us is in sermons!)  

Though they wrote treatises and extended letters that 
seem like treatises, what they have left for us in abun-
dance are homilies, catechetical and mystagogical cate-
cheses, and panegyrics, public discourses for famous 
people or for dedications of churches and anniversaries of  
ecclesial events.  Even portions of their exegetical writ-
ings may well have first been delivered in the form of ser-
mons.  The best way to appreciate these documents is to 
read them and not read studies about them or syntheses 
of their contents, however helpful such things are for 
theological education.  Mea culpa, that is what I am also 
about to do, i.e. talk about them and synthesize their ap-
proaches to preaching,  though I want also to examine a 
few homilies, “up close and personal,”  to exemplify what I 
say in general in my remarks.

gender. The Church is guided by the fact that the recip-
rocity between man and woman is the expression of the 
beauty of the nature willed by the Creator.

Dear friends, I thank you for your commitment on behalf 
of man, in fidelity to his true dignity. In the face of these 
challenges of our times, we know that the answer is the 
encounter with Christ. In him man can fully realize his per-
sonal good and the common good. I encourage you to 
continue in your work with a joyful and generous spirit as I 
bestow upon you the Apostolic Benediction from my 
heart.

Address of Benedict XVI to Cor Unum,  
January 20, 2013, Zenit.org (Link)

http://www.zenit.org/article-36373?l=english
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Homilies and sermons can be called, like letters, occa-
sional literature. They are delivered orally for a particular 
celebration, even if meant for an eventual wider audience. 
Though they can be written out,  ’the eruption of the mo-
ment’ is very important in such speeches.  This is the 
power of oral declamation. Many patristic homilies come 
down to us through stenographers who were present and 
wrote them down. In some cases, the authors may have 
subsequently “polished them.”  Still, many of them retain 
the passing remarks and the asides of their original 
venue. It gives them an endearing quality and a some-
times humorous tone,  though classical rhetorical proce-
dures indicate the need for such moments  as a formal 
part of a construction of a speech.  It is said that St. 
Ambrose, with his prodigious abilities, memorized all his 
sermons and thus seems to have spoken ex tempore. 
Others may have had prepared texts. But there is great 
vitality in their homilies, the only exception I can think of 
being St. Cyril of Alexandria who is very repetitious, a 
practice that is wearing.  There is a droll comment from 
St. Augustine about the need to avoid being boring even 
to oneself in preaching, the sure sign that one is boring 
the congregation.  As occasional literature, patristic homi-
lies and sermons  seize the hour and time, the place and 
the tenor of a congregation, and bring the ever new Word 
of God  to the situation at hand. The gain here is the living 
experience of the Word of God heard and unpacked for 
sometimes rowdy assemblies.  There is great learning to 
be had in being attentive to such things, at least among 
the perceptive!

The Fathers of the Church were accomplished preachers; 
most had studied and been schooled in ancient rhetoric 
and in the procedures of  classic oratory, that is, in the 
arts and in learning the ways of oratorical composition, an 
education  that in some ways prepared them for preach-
ing.  (Many of them were less schooled in the philosophy 
training of ancient times.) It is noticeable, however, how 
self conscious they were in frequently simplifying their 
style and vocabulary to fit the artless but beautiful form 
that the expression of Christian Faith demanded, espe-
cially when preaching to catechumens and to the “rudes,” 
i.e. those  people of no education or those who were 
seekers of truth and meaning.  The importance of the 
Rule of Faith was uppermost in their responsibilities of 
preaching.  St. John Chrysostom, in his famous and 
beautiful Treatise  On the Priesthood, spends some chap-
ters on preaching, on its grave importance and on the 
pitfalls that befall both the inexperienced and experienced 
preacher. His one comment that is provocative for us to-
day is that if one finds a holy man, of integrity and deep 
faith, of abilities to meet with people and of spiritual depth 
but lacks preaching skills, then send him to the monastery 
but do not ever ordain him a priest.  How essential 
preaching is to the priestly ministry!

There was a wonderful Synod on The Word of God in Oc-
tober of 2008 of which I was fortunate to be a member.  
On September 30, 2010, Pope Benedict published his 
Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, Verbum Domini, “The 
Word of the Lord.”  In Part One, #37, after emphasizing 
the broadening of the scope of reason in dealing with the 
interpretation of the Scriptures, the Holy Father observes: 
“A significant contribution to the recovery of an adequate 
scriptural hermeneutic, as the synodal assembly stated, 
can also come from renewed attention to the Fathers of 
the Church and their exegetical  approach. The Church 
Fathers present a theology that still has great value today 
because at its heart is the study of Sacred Scripture as a 
whole. Indeed, the Fathers are primarily and essentially 
“commentators on Sacred Scripture.’”  That last phrase is 
from Book II of St. Augustine’s “De Trinitate.”

The Holy Father is most aware of the patristic arena and 
its remarkable significance for the life of the Church, and 
his homilies, especially for the “high seasons” of the 
Church year, exemplify what he says.

Given all this background, I would like to make a few ob-
servations on the characteristics of Patristic preaching. 
This is not an exhaustive taxonomy but a kind of rhap-
sody on some reappearing themes in their homilies and 
sermons.

The first observation is obvious. Patristic preaching is bib-
lical. The homilies are suffused and infused with biblical 
quotes, allusions and narratives.   Let us take a brief look 
at Chapters Three and Four of St. Ambrose’s De Mys-
teriis, the magnificent sermons given to the newly bap-
tized in Milan during the 380’s.  St. Ambrose later re-
worked them for publication and they lose, unlike his De 
Sacramentis, a bit of the immediacy and vitality they had 
when delivered orally.  The homilies set out to explain 
after the fact what happened at the Easter Vigil, sacra-
mental initiation into the Faith. But this “plot” has a sub-
plot, a very subtle narrative of God’s wondrous work in 
salvation history and in creation. It is difficult for us to 
imagine how the sheer multiplicity of biblical quotes and 
allusions, retelling of biblical narratives, realization in act 
through sacraments and words of biblical events, all are 
woven together in the texture of this homily.   Let us note 
together as well typology and, like a good early pupil of 
Origen that Ambrose was, typology spilling into allegory, 
in the text. There is also ingenuity as St. Ambrose goes 
beyond the usual baptismal biblical citations to introduce 
a few new ones.  Chapter Three takes us through salva-
tion history with special stopping places at the Book of 
Genesis, a favorite text.

Preaching
(Continued from previous page)
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(Continued on next page)

St. Ambrose, On the Mysteries

The Western fathers, and even some in the East, are 
highly indebted to St. Irenaeus, an early figure and the 
first true biblical theologian, whose “hermeneutics” are 
more substantial and subtle than was at first thought. 
(Already Tertullian says that Irenaeus is “passé’” but he 
was speaking like mathematicians who, having mastered 
Euclid, move on because mathematics has already ab-
sorbed the insights of the former masters.) Tertullian and 
most of the Fathers in the West used what Irenaeus 
brought to understanding the biblical texts. Truth claims 
are brought to bear on a narrative field of vision and the 
“Logos” is always being anticipated or realized in interpre-
tation. His famous theme of recapitulation gave great ex-
planatory power while never losing sight of interpreting a 
text, a text that was received typologically and, when con-
venient, allegorically. But the text and the field of vision, 
salvation history, had a further control, the Rule Of Faith. 
St. Irenaeus knew how to keep these three in a remark-
able balance.    St. Ambrose is heir to all this.  The whole 
field of vision is never lost while the texts are elucidated 
and moved always on the fulcrum of Christ and of the 
Spirit who is the Spirit of Christ: the fulcrum is the Rule of 
Faith.

In Chapter 3, we note already the tissue of citations from 
the New Testament on the invisible meaning of the truths 
of faith, especially about the baptismal water. Immediately 
Ambrose moves to a flashback, a constant method in his 
style. Flashbacks deal with the Old Testament and he is 
prodigious in his citations. Note also in #18 of Chapter 3 
how the traditional type of Naaman the Syrian is enlarged 
by allegorizing the young maiden among the Hebrews 
who encouraged Naaman to go to the prophet to cure his 
leprosy.  In Chapter 4, St. Ambrose is being creative in 
using the cure of the paralytic in John’s Gospel as a fur-
ther baptismal image. It is quite an arresting development 
of the narrative in light of Christian Faith.

A second observation, perhaps needless to say, is that 
the Patristic way of preaching is theological. It is God-talk. 
But the theological is an integrated whole where Christol-
ogy, Soteriology, Trinity Doctrine, Doctrine of God and the 
divine compassion towards humanity representing a theo-
logical anthropology  all work together and are at home 
with one another. The later distinctions in theological de-
velopment were certainly necessary, and the conscious 
attention to the distinction of faith and reason very impor-
tant, but some distinctions became separations and spiri-
tuality and ascetical dimensions of theology became more 
and more a vanishing act from theological mind. This is 
something unheard of in the Fathers in their theological 
preaching.  (The Fathers do use reason within faith but do 
not call as much attention to the distinction since the ma-

jor theme of theology is manifestation and shining forth of 
everything in God.) Theology always leads to spiritual and 
moral discernment and as a “wisdom” is concerned with 
union with God.   I want to move to a second textual ex-
ample to show this unity, a unity that may leave us bewil-
dered in our understanding of biblical preaching.

The example is the ninety homilies delivered by St. John 
Chrysostom in 390 at Antioch on the Gospel of St. Mat-
thew, the only complete homiletic commentary on that 
Gospel handed on to us from the Patristic period. They 
are a precious heritage indeed. They exemplify what I 
have briefly stated. I use one example: the homily on the 
conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount that treats a se-
ries of verses in Matthew 7:28 and Matthew 8:1.  That the 
homilies were translated into Latin, Georgian, Arabic and 
Armenian, and that there are 185 manuscripts of them in 
Greek by the Middle Ages is a testament to their popular-
ity, power and depth.  Three of the main themes of the 
homilies are the unity of Old and New Testaments against 
the Manichees, the treatment of Christ’s divinity and hu-
manity against the Arians, and the importance of asceti-
cism and living in Christ by a life of repentance and char-
ity, a theme that elicits a vast and lengthy praise of monks 
and monasticism.  The homilies also reveal the incredible 
dedication and commitment of St. John Chrysostom to the 
writings and life of St. Paul, his favorite author. (I also 
must add in all candor that the homilies reveal an anti-
semitism in his preaching.)

St. John Chrysostom

Let us briefly look at this text. The Old and New Testa-
ment and their relationship is treated as is Jesus’ aston-
ishing humility and greatness. The cure of the leper al-
lows Chrysostom to develop the gift of thanksgiving and 
gratitude, a gift ultimately related to the Eucharist.  Christ 
is central in the homily but attentiveness to virtue and a 
thankful life is emphasized.

A third observation about Patristic preaching is that it is 
sacramental.  In Verbum Domini, mentioned above, Pope 
Benedict XVI, at #56, touches on this issue. He is speak-
ing in this section on the Word of God in relationship with 
the Sacraments and the Eucharist. It is especially true 
that Word and Eucharist are bound together. By reflecting 
on the performative character of the word and the word of 
preaching, Blessed John Paul II had already called atten-
tion to the sacramental character of Revelation itself and 
to the sign of the Eucharist itself in which the indissoluble 
unity of signifier and signified makes it possible to grasp 
the depth of the mystery. At the heart of the sacramental-
ity of the word is the mystery of the Incarnation, the “Word 

Preaching
(Continued from previous page)
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Made Flesh.”  The reality of the mystery is in the flesh of 
the Word, that through words and deeds, we can come to 
light, to understanding, and to transformation.  Thus 
Christ is present and speaks to us in the proclamation of 
the Word. As the unpacking of that word, preaching par-
ticipates performatively in this “sacramentum.”  This is the 
power of patristic preaching as it is consciously aware of 
being drawn to the Word of God and admonishing and 
instructing God’s people to be transformed. The outer 
word humbly begs the Word that works within to bring 
illumination and transformation.

The divinity of Christ was present during his earthly life 
but not recognized always during this state of kenosis.  
But in his Ascension, what seemed to be bodily absence 
becomes a more real understanding and living of the truth 
of who Christ is through the active work and energy of the 
Holy Spirit.  The great theologian and preacher of this in 
the Western Church is St. Leo the Great. In a series of 
Ascension homilies, Pope Leo clarifies the meaning of 
Christ’s presence. “The visible presence of our Redeemer 
has passed over into sacraments; and that faith might be 
more excellent and more firm, vision has given way to 
doctrine.” (spiritali intellectu tangeretur: this is a further 
formulation)

For the Fathers and for St. Leo, sacramentum is a much 
broader character than what we know as the seven sacra-
ments though it includes them. The sacramentum is the 
economy of the Father, the plan of salvation, the working 
out in words and deeds of God’s saving acts through his 
Son and in the energy and activity of the Holy Spirit. To 
say “sacramentum” is to say “anamnesis” and “epiclesis,” 
terms of liturgy but also terms of  Christian life so touched 
by that liturgy. Aligned with that understanding, preaching 
is the humble yet confident speaking of God’s ministers 
about the mysteries as the inspired words of Holy Scrip-
ture tell. Preaching participates in the sacramentum and 
demands worthy preparation by the homilists  and a wor-
thy reception from the assemblies of God’s holy people.  
Preaching is integral to the proclamation of the Word and 
the Word and Eucharist or other sacramental rites belong 
together in intense unity.  Let us read Leo.

From a Sermon by Saint Leo the Great, Pope.

The text of St. Leo here first alerts us to salvation history, 
a history that continues during the forty days of Easter, 
but also continues in the apostolic witnesses, and the wit-
nesses of martyrs and saints that follow. The progress of 
the apostles after Easter, even in doubts, is the realization 
that Christ remains even while ascended, for his physical 
absence is now  succeeded by the presence of the Holy 

Spirit that helps all witnesses to “see” his divinity, his 
teaching. They are now “touched” in a new way, the dis-
cernment by the intellect of faith to grow even stronger in 
union with Him who has returned to the Father to con-
stantly intercede for us. The double movement of the In-
carnation reaches its completion and so the sacramentum 
makes real and manifest all that the Incarnate Son has 
and is accomplishing(ed).   St. Leo’s very preaching is a 
part of such a movement as is the preaching of all apos-
tolic witnesses.

In the Fathers, preaching is biblical, theological-spiritual, 
and sacramental. There are a thousand other threads, but 
as a pastoral practitioner of the preaching ministry, these 
three themes are significant aspects of patristic homilet-
ics.

There is a coda I would like to add to these. The Fathers 
of the Church are eloquent and humble, a conjunction 
that produces beauty and delight. In the words of St. 
Augustine, preaching  comes from “hilaritas,” the de-
meanor of joy and exaltation, of a face shining because 
the Word of God is so wondrous, so elevating, so full of a 
future of beatitude, so full of Christian hope!

I conclude with some observations on one of St. 
Augustine’s homilies to the newly baptized in Easter 
Week.

Saint Augustine of Hippo

You cannot read this text, even in English, without getting 
a sense of the joy in its declamation, even a bit of impish 
joy in the question/answer exchange.  St. Augustine takes 
great delight in the newly baptized for they are an assem-
bly moved by the love of God already poured out abun-
dantly upon them in their baptismal regeneration. They 
are themselves a new song. The text is an interpretation 
of Psalm 149. But it is a celebration of the love of God. 
This is Patristic preaching at its most delightful and beau-
tiful. In the great St. Augustine, there is rarely a page of 
his homilies that does not at least have one insight about 
this hope, this delight, this joy.

If we could get at least part of this demeanor in our 
preaching and homiletic activity, the very energy of the 
Word of God will find a place in our lives of ministry and 
make our ministry a harmony of doxology and wisdom.

Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Archbishop of Galveston-
Houston, Annual Carl J. Peter Lecture, The Pontifical 

North American College, January 13, 2013 (Link)
(Link to materials) 

Preaching
(Continued from previous page)

http://www.pnac.org/the-seminary/the-carl-j-peter-lecture/current-lecture/text-of-cardinal-dinardos-carl-j-peter-lecture/
https://www.pnac.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Carl-J.-Peter-Lecture-Reference-Materials.pdf
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I hope you will be able to join us to pray for all the little 
ones whose lives have been lost and ask God for the 
grace to keep proclaiming his Gospel of Life.

Promoting a culture of life is one of the five priorities for 
our Archdiocese that I set out in my pastoral letter, 
"Witness to the New World of Faith."

As Catholics we have been entrusted with the good news 
of Jesus Christ - that the human person is sacred and 
created in God's image.

But we live in a society that has accepted legalized abor-
tion for 40 years and is now moving more and more to the 
acceptance of euthanasia. This is the challenge we face -
as a Church and as individuals.

Life is beautiful and life is from God! This is the most ba-
sic message we proclaim.

We have just come out of Christmas Time. And Christmas 
is when we can see the Gospel of life so clearly, so beau-
tifully. We see that God loved us so much that he became 
a little child for us - so that we could find him easier to 
love.

We see that God wants to share and sanctify our lives. So 
he comes into the world as we do - as a child, with a 
mother and a father. So he grows up in a human family 
and learns to know friendship and love; joy, sorrow and 
suffering.

He does all this to show us that in his eyes, every human 
life is precious and every life is for a reason. God calls 
each of us by name, as a Father calls his beloved chil-

dren. All those children who die by abortion - they have a 
name that only our Father knows. They are precious in 
his eyes.

We have been in this struggle for life in our society for a 
long time. We need to keep at it. And we need to deepen 
our efforts at every level, beginning in our own personal 
commitment to the Church's teaching on life.

We need to proclaim in everything we do that life is beau-
tiful; that children are a gift of God. We need to celebrate 
marriage and the family as cradles of life and schools of 
love and hope. We need to continue our efforts to reach 
out to women in need.

We also need to continue to resist the "anti-life" and "anti-
family" movements and tendencies in our society. We 
need to remind our neighbors that the right to life is the 
foundation of every other right and liberty in our society -
and the only foundation of true justice and peace.

If the child in the womb has no right to live, then no one 
does. If the child in the womb has no human dignity, then 
no one does.

Imagine the witness our Catholic Church could make in 
our society if every one of us truly lived the Church's so-
cial teachings in all their fullness. Imagine if every one of 
us were involved in the struggle to proclaim the sanctity of 
life and the dignity of every human being - from the child 
in the womb, to the immigrant and the prisoner, to the 
hungry and the homeless and the sick and terminally ill.

This is what it means to love as Jesus loved, which was 
the new commandment that he gave us.

In Jesus Christ, the love of neighbor and the love of God 
become one. This is the foundation of the Church's teach-
ings on life.

The Jesus who comes to us in the Eucharist is the Christ 
who comes to us always in his most distressing guise - in 
the poor, the stranger, the immigrant, the prisoner, the 
terminally ill and the unborn. The One who says, "This is 
my Body," also tells us, "As you did it to one of the least 
of my brethren, you did it to me."

So we prove our love for God by our love for those God 
has created and put into our lives - especially those who 
are hard to love or a burden to love.

And let's ask our Blessed Mother Mary to help us to love 
as her Son loved and to proclaim his Gospel of Life with 
our lives.

Archbishop José H. Gomez in The Tidings (Link)

Life is Beautiful
Archbishop José H. Gomez

http://www.the-tidings.com/index.php/viewpoints/cardinals-archbishop-gomez/3007-life-is-beautiful
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As the Irish parliament 
considers legalizing 
some abortions, Cardi-
nal Raymond Burke 
says that local Catholic 
politicians who support 
the procedure should 
be refused Holy Com-
munion in hopes of 
inspiring their conver-
sion. 
"There can be no ques-
tion that the practice of 
abortion is among the 
gravest of manifest 
sins, "Cardinal Burke 
told the Irish newspa-
per Catholic Voice in 

an interview published Feb. 1. 

Once "a Catholic politician has been admonished that he 
should not come forward to receive Holy Communion," 
the cardinal added, "as long as he continues to support 
legislation which fosters abortion or other intrinsic evils, 
then he should be refused Holy Communion." 

The American cardinal heads the Apostolic Signatura, the 
Vatican's highest legal tribunal that rules on canon law. 

Cardinal Burke said that the local bishop and parish 
priests must ensure that Holy Communion is properly re-
ceived to avoid "the grave sin of sacrilege" from those like 
Catholic politicians who receive Communion in spite of 
"grave moral evil." The bishops and clergy must also pre-
vent the "scandal" caused by this kind of reception be-
cause it "gives the impression that the Church's teaching 
on the intrinsic evil of abortion is not firm." 

The cardinal said Catholic politicians have the duty to 
support all legislation that will "most reduce the evils 
which attack human life and the integrity of marriage." 

Politicians cannot vote for any legislation which would 
confirm or advance "evil," but a politician may support 
legislation to reduce such evils if he acknowledges these 
evils and the need for his voters to work to eliminate 
them. 

Cardinal Burke stressed that the Catholic Church's rules 
on the need to receive communion worthily are based on 
Christians' relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Someone who persists in "manifest grave sin" should not 
receive Holy Communion "because of his love of our Lord 
and his sorrow for the grave sin which he is committing 
against our Lord and His Holy Church." 

Recognizing this "grave offense" against God will "most 
inspire a conversion of heart" in Catholic politicians who 
support abortion, the cardinal said. He cited St. Paul's 
admonition in the First Letter to the Corinthians that those 
who receive communion unworthily "eats and drinks judg-
ment upon himself." 

Cardinal Burke also lamented the 40th anniversary of Roe 
v. Wade U.S. Supreme Court decision that struck down 
abortion laws nationwide. He said the legalization of abor-
tion contradicts the "fundamental principle" of safeguard-
ing human life and has done "incalculable harm." 

"It is not possible to comprehend all of the devastation 
worked by procured abortion on demand during these 
past forty years," the cardinal told the Catholic Voice.

EWTN News (Link)

No Communion for Irish Politicians Who Support Abortion
Archbishop Raymond Burke

http://www.ewtn.com/vnews/getstory.asp?number=123945%23.URUhHWPe8eM.email
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(Continued on next page)

Dear Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

Our state's elected law-
makers will soon con-
sider a bill called "The 
Religious Freedom and 
Marriage Fairness Act." 
A more fraudulent title 
for this dangerous 
measure could not be 
imagined. The proposed 
law is, in truth, a grave 
assault upon both reli-
gious liberty and mar-
riage. All people of 
goodwill, and especially 
Christ's faithful commit-

ted to my pastoral care in the Diocese of Springfield in 
Illinois, should resolutely oppose this bill and make their 
opinions known to their representatives.

The pending bill would, for the first time in our state's his-
tory, redefine marriage to legally recognize same-sex 
"marriages." But neither two men nor two women - nor, 
for that matter, three or more people - can possibly form a 
marriage. Our law would be lying if it said they could.

The basic structure of marriage as the exclusive and last-
ing relationship of a man and a woman, committed to a 
life which is fulfilled by having children, is given to us in 
human nature, and thus by nature's God. Notwithstanding 
the vanity of human wishes, every society in human his-
tory - including every society untouched by Jewish or 
Christian revelation - has managed to grasp this profound 
truth about human relationships and happiness: marriage 
is the union of man and woman.

The bill's sponsors maintain it would simply extend mar-
riage to some people who have long been arbitrarily ex-
cluded from it. They are wrong. The pending bill would not 
expand the eligibility-roster for marriage. It would radically 
redefine what marriage is- for everybody.

It would enshrine in our law - and thus in public opinion 
and practice - three harmful ideas:
 1.What essentially makes a marriage is romantic-
emotional union.
 2.Children don't need both a mother and father.
 3.The main purpose of marriage is adult satisfactions.

These ideas would deepen the sexual revolution's harms 
on all society. After all, if marriage is an emotional union 
meant for adult satisfactions, why should it be sexually 
exclusive? Or limited to two? Or pledged to permanence? 
If children don't need both their mother and father, why 

should fathers stick around when romance fades? As 
marriage is redefined, it becomes harder for people to see 
the point of these profoundly important marital norms, to 
live by them, and to encourage others to do the same. 
The resulting instability hurts spouses, but also - and es-
pecially - children, who do best when reared by their com-
mitted mother and father.

Indeed, children's need - and right - to be reared by the 
mother and father whose union brought them into being 
explains why our law has recognized marriage as a conju-
gal partnership - the union of husband and wife - at all. 
Our lawmakers have understood that marriage is naturally 
oriented to procreation, to family. Of course, marriage 
also includes a committed, intimate relationship of a sort 
which some same-sex couples (or multiple lovers in 
groups of three or more) could imitate. But our law never 
recognized and supported marriage in order to regulate 
intimacy for its own sake. The reason marriage is recog-
nized in civil law at all (as ordinary friendships, or other 
sacraments, are not) is specific to the committed, intimate 
relationships of people of opposite-sex couples: they are 
by nature oriented to having children. Their love-making 
acts are life-giving acts.

Same-sex relationships lack this unique predicate of state 
recognition and support. Even the most ideologically 
blinded legislator cannot change this natural fact: the sex-
ual acts of a same-sex couple (regardless of how one 
views them morally) are simply not of the type that yield 
the gift of new life. So they cannot extend a union of 
hearts by a true bodily union. They cannot turn a friend-
ship into the one-flesh union of marriage. They are not 
marital. This is not just a Christian idea, but one common 
to every major religious tradition and our civilization's 
great philosophical traditions, beginning with ancient 
Greece and Rome.

The pending bill is not only a dangerous social experi-
ment about marriage. It is also a lethal attack upon reli-
gious liberty. This so-called "religious freedom" would not 
stop the state from obligating the Knights of Columbus to 
make their halls available for same-sex "weddings." It 
would not stop the state from requiring Catholic grade 
schools to hire teachers who are legally "married" to 
someone of the same sex. This bill would not protect 
Catholic hospitals, charities, or colleges, which exclude 
those so "married" from senior leadership positions. Nor 
would it protect me, the Bishop of Springfield, if I refused 
to employ someone in a same-sex "marriage" who ap-
plied to the Diocese for a position meant to serve my min-
istry as your bishop. This "religious freedom" law does 
nothing at all to protect the consciences of people in busi-
ness, or who work for the government. We saw the harm-
ful consequences of deceptive titles all too painfully last 

Bishop Paprocki Issues Letter on 
Same Sex Marriage
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year when the so-called "Religious Freedom Protection 
and Civil Union Act" forced Catholic Charities out of foster 
care and adoption services in Illinois.

These threats do not raise a question about drafting a 
better law, one with more extensive conscience protec-
tions. There is no possible way - none whatsoever- for 
those who believe that marriage is exclusively the union 
of husband and wife to avoid legal penalties and harsh 
discriminatory treatment if the bill becomes law. Why 
should we expect it be otherwise? After all, we would be 
people who, according to the thinking behind the bill, hold 

onto an "unfair" view of marriage. The state would have 
equated our view with bigotry - which it uses the law to 
marginalize in every way short of criminal punishment.

The only way to protect religious liberty, and to preserve 
marriage, is to defeat this perilous proposal. Please make 
sure our elected representatives understand that and 
know that they will be held to account.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
 Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki

 Bishop of Springfield in Illinois (Link)

Letter
(Continued from previous page)

Mother Miriam on Bishop Paprocki’s Letter

Peter Kreeft, that delightful 
Catholic convert, apolo-
gist, philosopher, and Pro-
fessor of Philosophy at 
Boston College, once 
asked, "Why did twelve 
fishermen convert the 
world, and why are half a 
billion Christians unable to 
repeat the feat?"

How do we do it? How do 
we convert the world - our 
neighbor, those of our own 
household, our enemies? 
I've pondered that ques-
tion many times and have 
come up with the only an-
swer I've ever known: That 

is: Live as if it's true. Live as if what we claim to believe as 
Catholics is really true - in every thing we do and in every-
thing we say, in everything we don't do, and in everything 
we don't say. It is difficult at times to fight against our cul-
ture, to stand out as being "odd". But it is the very oppor-
tunity our Lord is giving us - to shine as lights in dark 
world - for Him, and for the salvation of souls. To live as 
loving, committed, uncompromising, steadfast, coura-
geous souls, set-apart for God in the midst of a world that 
so desperately needs our Savior and His Church, though 
few know it. But we know it. And if we keep "it" - the mes-
sage of salvation in Christ through the Church He estab-
lished on earth - if we keep that to ourselves, we (in the 
words of Father Stan Fortuna) "are thieves."

Oh dear family, [] Bishop Paprocki's letter [] is the clearest 
defense of marriage against the same-sex (so-called) 
"marriage" agenda I have read. But I have given you with 

it some of my heart. I have said before, and probably will 
many times again, that it is not the unbelief of others that 
is a mystery to me. It is my belief that will forever be the 
mystery.

Why has God loved us so? Why has He poured His love 
out upon us? Why do we believe (and not them)? Why do 
we live, and long to live, our faith (and not them)? Why 
are we willing to suffer for the One who gave His all for 
us?

The answer is grace - God's free and boundless gift to us 
in Christ. Like Queen Esther of old, and by the mercy of 
God, we are here "for such a time as this." I, for one, am 
grateful - beyond measure. And I pray you will join with 
me -- frail, stumbling creatures though we are -- in striving 
to live pure and holy lives, to flee sin, to frequent the sac-
raments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion, to visit 
our Lord often in the Blessed Sacrament, to not worry 
about tomorrow when He who feeds the birds of the air 
takes care of you each day, to love your spouse, your 
children, your enemies.

How else will the world be changed? How else will we 
become the saints God has intended for us to become? 
And how else will Love be loved -- He who waits for our 
love and who waits, who longs, to give us life - all of life -
beyond all we have known.

My love to you all, and my thanks for your lives which give 
strength to mine.

In our Blessed Lord, our dearest Mother, and the entire 
Heavenly court,

Mother Miriam of the Lamb of God, O.S.B.
Daughters of Mary, Mother of Israel's Hope

www.motherofisraelshope.org

www.motherofisraelshope.org
http://www.dio.org/blog/item/326-bishop-paprockis-letter-on-same-sex-marriage.html%23sthash.h2s1ABAB.dpbs
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(Continued on next page)

Defining and Understanding What Social Justice Is
Michael Greaney

Regarding the article “Labor Unions and the Church” by 
Dave Borowski in the January 10-16 issue of the Arlington 
Catholic Herald, Pius XI did not, as Mr. Borowski implies, 
invent the term “social justice,” nor did he use it for the 
first time in Quadragesimo Anno in 1931.  According to an 
article by Michael Novak, “Defining Social Justice,” pub-
lished by the Catholic Education Resource Center, it ap-
pears that the first use of the term was in 1840 by Father 
Luigi Taparelli d’Azeglio of the Kingdom of the Two Si-
cilies.  The first use in English may have been by John 
Stuart Mill in 1861.  It was used to refer to a somewhat 
confused and confusing admixture of justice and charity: 
the fair and just administration of laws within a society, 
with the addition of ameliorative measures to assist those 
in need.

Pius XI used the term “social justice” for the first time in 
Studiorum Ducem, his 1923 encyclical on Saint Thomas 
Aquinas: in re sociali et in jure recta principia ponendo de 
justitia legali aut de sociali (§ 27).  As the late Father Wil-
liam J. Ferree, S.M., Ph.D., Chairman of Dayton Univer-
sity and co-founder of the Center for Economic and Social 
Justice (CESJ) in Arlington, Virginia, explained in Intro-
duction to Social Justice (1948), Pius XI took a term with 
a vague meaning and made it “scientific,” as Father Fer-
ree put it.  Pius XI distinguished social justice from Aris-
totle’s “legal justice,” the “general” virtue, or habit of doing 
good, that has an indirect effect on the common good or 
general welfare through the exercise of individual virtue.  
This is usually through obedience to good laws, hence 
“legal justice.”

The pope assigned “social justice” a much more precise 
meaning: the particular virtue directed at the common 
good.  The common good was also given a more precise 
meaning than mere general welfare or any aggregate of 
individual goods.  The common good (that good common 
to all humanity and thus what defines us as human beings 
and natural persons) is the analogously complete 
(“equal”) capacity to acquire and develop virtue.

As we are created in God’s Image and Likeness, human 
nature is a reflection of God’s perfect Nature.  By acquir-
ing and developing virtue — “human-ness” — we become 
more fully human.  We thereby fit ourselves for heaven by 
conforming ourselves to our own nature.

Man being by nature a “political animal,” as Aristotle 
pointed out, we best realize our individual capacity to ac-
quire and develop virtue within a social setting, the pòlis, 
hence “political.”  This social setting, the “social order,” 
consists of laws, customs, traditions, and so on: “social 
habits” or institutions.

Where our individual acts are the indirect individual mani-
festation of the common good, institutions are the direct 
social manifestation of the common good.  Legal justice 
describes the indirect effect that individual acts of virtue 
have on society.  Social justice describes the direct effect 
that social — organized — acts of virtue have on the insti-
tutions that make up society.  All individuals may carry out 
acts of individual virtue, but only members of organized 
groups may carry out acts of social virtue, especially acts 
of social justice.

The goal of social justice is to make full participation in 
the common good possible: equality of opportunity, not 
results.  The corporal works of mercy, securing better 
wages and benefits, welfare, widespread ownership of 
capital, and so on, are not acts of social justice, but of 
individual charity and justice.  Such acts affect the com-
mon good (social order) indirectly as legal, not social, jus-
tice.  As Pius XI explained,

What We have thus far stated regarding an equitable 
distribution of property and regarding just wages con-
cerns individual persons and only indirectly touches 
social order, to the restoration of which according to the 
principles of sound philosophy and to its perfection ac-
cording to the sublime precepts of the law of the Gos-
pel, Our Predecessor, Leo XIII, devoted all his thought 
and care.  (Quadragesimo Anno, § 76.)

Organizing to obtain better wages, benefits, State welfare, 
or any other individual (i.e., non-institutional) good is 
therefore not social justice, but individual justice or char-
ity.  It may use the form (accidental) of social virtue —
organization — but lacks the essence (substance): direct 
action on institutions.

Ironically, merely demanding better wages and benefits 
may at times be neither justice nor charity, regardless of 
the needs of the workers (extreme cases, however, as 
Leo XIII explained in § 22 of Rerum Novarum, fall into a 
special category).  Without a corresponding increase in 
labor productiveness, demanding wages and benefits in 
excess of rates established by a truly free market is un-
just.  It raises prices to consumers, who are also the 
workers.  It traps them in an endless game of catch-up as 
the real value of the wages and benefits they receive con-
tinues to decline, especially in competition with advancing 
technology and cheaper foreign labor.  The decline in 
consumptive power is made up with increases in con-
sumer debt and government deficit spending.

This is why the late labor statesman Walter Reuther of the 
United Auto Workers advocated that unions start working 
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“The bureaucracy is spent and tired … It is sad 
that there are what you might call professional 
Catholics who make a living on their Catholi-
cism, but in whom the spring of faith flows only 
faintly, in a few scattered drops.” 

"Light of the World", Pope Benedict’s interview 
with Peter Seewald, the Holy Father expresses 
his view on the current state of Church bu-
reaucracy.

to obtain direct capital ownership for workers instead of 
mere increases in wages and benefits.  As Reuther testi-
fied before Congress in the late 1960s, increasing wages 
and benefits only results in raising prices to the con-
sumer.  Participating in profits, a right of a capital owner, 
comes out of the bottom line and does not increase 
prices.

The problem is that few workers have sufficient savings or 
are paid enough to be able to purchase capital.  Further, it 
would be unjust simply to redistribute what others already 
own without compensation.  Applying the findings of Har-
old G. Moulton, president of the Brookings Institution from 
1928 to 1952, in The Formation of Capital (1935), Louis 
Kelso’s invention of the Employee Stock Ownership Plan 
(ESOP) addressed this issue by providing a way for work-
ers to purchase existing or newly issued shares on credit 
in the corporations that employ them, and repay the ac-
quisition loan out of future profits (“future savings”).

The ESOP, however, only applies to workers employed 
by corporations, and under current law rarely vests the 
workers with the full rights of ownership.  This is despite 
the fact that, according to a number of studies reported by 
the National Center for Employee Ownership in Oakland, 
California, worker-owned companies that have participa-
tory management structures and profit sharing typically 
out-perform otherwise comparable firms with respect to 
the rate of growth.  Adding the fact that a company organ-
ized under Subchapter S that is 100% owned by an 
ESOP trust pays no state or federal corporate income 
taxes increases profitability — and thus what is available 
for workers for consumption — by the amount of the taxes 
that would otherwise have been paid.

Extending the ESOP concept to every child, woman and 
man and empowering them to purchase newly issued cor-
porate shares on non-recourse credit secured with capital 
credit insurance and reinsurance instead of traditional 
forms of collateral is the goal of the proposed “Capital 
Homestead Act” by the Center for Economic and Social 
Justice.  Capital Homesteading would extend Abraham 
Lincoln’s 1862 Homestead Act based on land, a limited 
form of capital, to the effectively unlimited commercial and 
industrial frontier by reforming our financial and tax institu-
tions and opening up democratic access to capital credit.

President Ronald Reagan suggested this in 1974 as an 
“Industrial Homestead Act” while governor of California in 
a talk to the Young Americans for Freedom, and reiter-
ated his stand on expanded ownership in a speech to 
CESJ’s Presidential Task Force on Project Economic Jus-
tice in 1987.  Blessed John Paul II encouraged the work 
of CESJ in a private audience at the Vatican with mem-
bers of CESJ and Polish Solidarity soon afterwards.

Organizing to change our tax and monetary systems to 
encourage widespread capital ownership is an act of so-
cial justice as it is directed at institutions.  It also would 
attain the goal recommended by Pope Leo XIII in 1891 
when he declared, “We have seen that this great labor 
question cannot be solved save by assuming as a princi-
ple that private ownership must be held sacred and invio-
lable.  The law, therefore, should favor ownership, and its 
policy should be to induce as many as possible of the 
people to become owners.” (Rerum Novarum, § 46.)

Right to work laws, organized labor when it limits itself to 
increasing wages and benefits or other individual goods, 
government social welfare programs — all are examples 
of individual charity or justice, not social justice.  Organiz-
ing to change the institutions of society, and transforming 
labor unions into “ownership unions” would be acts of so-
cial justice, and restore credibility and viability to the labor 
movement.

Michael D. Greaney, CPA, MBA
Director of Research
Center for Economic and Social Justice

Author of In Defense of Human Dignity (2008)

Supporting Life: The Case for a Pro-Life Economic 
Agenda (2010)

The Restoration of Property: A Reexamination of a Natu-
ral Right (2012)

Contributing author to Curing World Poverty: The New 
Role of Property (1994)

Capital Homesteading for Every Citizen: A Just Free Mar-
ket Solution for Saving Social Security (2004)

http://www.cesj.org
http://just3rdway.blogspot.com

Capital Homesteading
(Continued from previous page)

http://www.cesj.org
http://just3rdway.blogspot.com
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Thirsting for Springs of Living Water

February - May, 2013
Lane Family Chapel, Sacred Heart Schools 
150 Valparaiso Avenue, Atherton, CA 94027

Thirsting for Springs of Living Water is a dis-
cussion forum designed for Catholics who want 
to deepen their faith through dialogue and re-
flection. 

Bishop John S. Cummins - A Year at the Coun-
cil: A Personal Reminiscence
Tuesday, February 26, 7:30 - 9:00 pm

Sr. Kathleen Hughes, RSCJ - Sacraments and 
Chicken Soup: Sacramental Living in a Post-
Conciliar Church
Tuesday, March 19, 7:30 - 9:00 pm

Archbishop John R. Quinn - Vatican II: A Light 
for the Church in a Darkened World
Tuesday, April 23, 7:30 - 9:00 pm

Fr. Michael Sweeney, OP - The Laity and the 
Secular Vocation of the Church
Tuesday, May 14, 7:30 - 9:00 pm

This series is presented by the Sacred Heart 
Schools and the Dominican School of Philoso-
phy and Theology together with St. Raymond 
Catholic Church and the Catholic Community 
at Stanford. 

Downloadable Flyer

The child, who does not think about so serious a thing as 
health, dreams of meals that are made up of desserts. 
Men and women, who do not think about so serious a 
thing as living, dream of a life that consists only of sweet-
ness, soft music and rest to the echo of applause and 
gently sympathetic understanding. But meals are never 
like that; neither is life. In the same vein, our modern men 
and women dream of God as a being of whom no one 
could ever be afraid, a gentle, stupid god who would allow 
men and women to ruin themselves and then admire 
them for the work they had done in destroying his master-
piece. You see they never really think about God, for God 
is not like that.

Walter Farrell, O.P., A Companion to the Summa, Volume 
III Chapter I -- Freedom for the Mind (Q. 1-9) 

Additional Resources

 Dominican Student Blogs
 Province of the Holy Name (Link)
 Province of St Albert the Great (Link)

 YouTube channel (Link)
 Province of St Joseph (Link)
 Province of St Martin de Porres (Link)
 English Province (Link)
 Irish Province (Link)

 The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

- Dominican Supplies
 Orders for Dominican supplies—Bob Curtis, 

www.dominicus-shop.com

www.dominicus-shop.com
http://students.opwest.org/blog/
http://www.preachingfriars.org/
http://www.youtube.com/preachingfriars/
http://www.dominicanablog.com
http://www.preachingfriars.org/
http://godzdogz.op.org/
http://www.dominicansinteractive.com/
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
http://www.dspt.edu/livingwater
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A native of York, a tailor by trade and a zealous Catholic, 
he endeavored, according to his ability, to persuade oth-
ers to embrace the faith. Having come up to London to be 
cured of a wound in his leg, he was committed to New-
gate for harboring priests. There the heavy fetter on his 
leg and the deprivation of all medical aid rendered an am-
putation necessary. During the operation he sat upon a 
form, un bound, in silence, a priest the while (Hewett, who 
was afterwards himself a Martyr) holding his head, and he 
was further comforted by such a vivid apprehension of 
Christ bearing His Cross that he seemed to see it on His 
shoulders. Freed at the earnest suit of his friends, he 
worked at his trade at some lodgings at Smithfield. Again 
cast into Bridewell for harboring priests, he was hung up 
by the wrists till he nearly died. At length condemned 
solely for making a jerkin for a priest, he was hanged in 
front of his lodging in Smithfield, March 3, 1590. On the 
night before his execution, finding him self overwhelmed 
with anguish, he betook him self to prayer, and perceived 
a bright crown of glory hanging over his head. Assured of 
its reality, he said: "O Lord, Thy will be mine," and died 
with extraordinary signs of joy. 

"He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation." Is. 
LXI. 10.

The Vestments of Salvation
Ven. Nicholas Horner, Layman, 1590

Battle Lines Drawn

The new era into which we are entering is what might be 
called the religious phase of human history.  By religious
we do not mean that men will turn to God, but rather that 
the indifference to the absolute which characterized the 
liberal phase of civilization will be succeeded by a pas-
sion for an absolute. From now on the struggle will be 
not for the colonies and national rights, but for the souls 
of men. There will be no more half drawn swords, no 
divided loyalties, no broad strokes of sophomoric toler-
ance; there will not even be any more great heresies, for 
heresies are based on a partial acceptance of truth. The 
battle lines are already being clearly drawn and the basic 
issues are no longer in doubt. From no on men will di-
vide themselves into two religions—understood again as 
surrender to an absolute. The conflict of the future is be-
tween the absolute who is the God-man, and the abso-
lute which is the man-God; the God Who became man, 
and the man who makes himself God; brothers in Christ 
and comrades in Antichrist.

Communism and the Conscience of the West,  
Fulton Sheen, 1948

Fr Francisco Vera, elderly priest shot by firing squad , [State of] 
Jalisco, for celebrating the Holy Mass, 1926
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Whether St. Thomas is Boring?
Br Raymund Snyder, OP

one’s patience excessively and to no great 
purpose. However, the works of Thomas 
are ordered towards producing knowledge 
and wisdom in the reader concerning the 
greatest realities, namely God and the 
things of God. As the Philosopher observes 
in the De Animalibus XI, the least knowl-
edge of the highest realities produces the 
greatest joy. Whatever produces joy cannot 
fail to excite.

However, St. Thomas may be called boring 
accidentally with regard to the difficulty 
some of his readers experience. As the Phi-
losopher observes in Physics I, we “start 
from the things which are more knowable to 
us and proceed towards those which are 
clearer and more knowable by nature.” 

Whatever is more knowable to us is bound up with the 
senses and is therefore more easily known and regarded 
as interesting and exciting. For example, we observe that 
children, whose capacity for speculation is less devel-
oped, learn more easily through stories than through syl-
logisms. In rising from the level of the senses to the level 
of intelligible truths, the mind experiences fatigue. This 
can induce boredom in the wisest of men but especially in 
those not habituated to abstract speculation. Thus, Tho-
mas may be called boring but only accidentally with re-
spect to the effect experienced by some of his readers.

Reply to Objection 1: Impersonal statements are neces-
sary for the communication of abstract truths. A man who 
relies merely on stories and examples and who does not 
employ universal statements and syllogistic reasoning is 
limited in his ability to communicate the truth. For this rea-
son, theology that remains at the level of literature may be 
exciting, but after a great period of time it will induce an 
even greater boredom than that which appeals to abstract 
reasoning.

Reply to Objection 2: The soul is of greater dignity than 
the body. For this reason, a man possessing a virtuous 
disposition of soul may overcome certain impediments 
posed by his own corpulent physique.

Reply to Objection 3: Those who are consistently correct 
are regarded as annoying principally by those who prefer 
the darkness of error. Thus is it is written that King Ahab 
detested the prophet Micaiah for his truthfulness (1 Kings 
22:8): “I hate him because he prophesies not good but 
evil about me.” Thus, the real cause of annoyance and 
boredom is interior to the one who is bored and annoyed.

Br Raymund Snyder, OP writes for Dominicana, the 
Student  blog of the Province of St Joseph (Link)

People often criticize St. Thomas Aquinas for being 
“boring.” Today, on the feast of the Angelic Doctor, I offer 
this light-hearted reflection in his own idiom:

Whether Thomas Aquinas is fittingly called boring?

Objection 1: It would seem that Thomas Aquinas is fit-
tingly called boring. The works of Thomas are composed 
of impersonal statements and arguments, which are bor-
ing. Now, every agent acts in accordance with its nature 
to produce something like unto itself (omne agens agit 
sibi simile). Just as nothing can effect heat unless it is hot, 
so too no one can produce boring writings, unless he is 
boring. Hence it is seen that since Thomas’ works are 
boring, Thomas is fittingly called boring.

Objection 2: Thomas Aquinas is well known to have been 
of considerable girth. A man possesses phlegmatic humor 
in proportion to his size. The more phlegmatic a man’s 
disposition, the more he is perceived as dull, wearisome, 
and uninteresting. Thus, as a result of his girth, Thomas is 
fittingly called boring.

Objection 3: Those who are always correct in all things 
are annoying. Those who are annoying are also boring. 
Thus, Thomas, who is typically correct on account of the 
soundness of his reasoning and the brilliance of his intel-
lect, is fittingly called boring.

On the contrary, it is written (Job 7:1) “Is not life on earth 
a drudgery, its days like those of a hireling?” Hence it is 
on account of the burdens of this life that boredom 
comes.

I answer that, A thing may be called boring in two ways: in 
itself (per se) or accidentally (per accidens) on account of 
some accompanying factor. Thomas, considered in him-
self, is not boring. A man is only called boring who tries 

http://www.dominicanablog.com/2013/01/28/whether-st-thomas-is-boring/
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A recurring theme in the documents and discourse per-
taining to the New Evangelization is the call to “encounter 
Christ.” The Instrumentum Laboris of the Synod of Bish-
ops on the New Evangelization states: “The Christian faith 
is a true encounter and relationship with Jesus 
Christ” (18). As Catholic Christians this encounter and 
relationship of faith occurs not only on a personal level in 
private prayer and study, but, most importantly, it requires 
a community that worships together: “the best place to 
transmit the faith is a community nourished and trans-
formed by the liturgical life and prayer” (97). This liturgical 
theme is also echoed in the USCCB’s Disciples Called to 
Witness: The New Evangelization, which states, “The ac-
tive participation and practice of the liturgy…provide[s] a 
powerful witness to the faith” (Part IV). The community of 
the faithful gathering together as one, combats the idea of 
the individualist that lies at the heart of secularism: “To 
respond to religious needs, persons revert to individualis-
tic forms of spirituality or forms of neo-paganism to the 
point of forcibly spreading a general climate of relativ-
ism.” (Instrumentum Laboris, 53). It is as a community, a 
whole, as a single worshiping body of the faithful that 
Christians encounter Christ and are nourished so as to 
share their faith with one another. As Pope Benedict 
writes, “The more lively the Eucharistic faith of the People 
of God, the deeper is its sharing in ecclesial life in stead-
fast commitment to the mission entrusted by Christ to his 
disciples” (Sacramentum Caritatis, 6).

There is, however, an issue that has been addressed by 
Pope Benedict XVI and numerous theologians and litur-
gists regarding how people encounter Christ during the 
liturgy. A common idea circulating after the Second Vati-
can Council was that, by having the priest turn and face 

the people, a more communal, less clerical liturgy would 
take shape. But if we take a closer look at this idea, we 
find that, typically, when large bodies of people face a 
single person, looking over a raised surface, it implies a 
power differential: a teacher over a desk; a politician over 
a podium; a judge over the bar. These individuals have 
power and authority over the mass of people they face. 
They control the order of events, they give instruction, 
and all eyes are to follow them while they perform their 
duties. What matters in a classroom, a political speech, or 
a trial, is the opinion, movement, speech, and personality 
of the teacher, politician, or judge.

A similar power differential may be seen in a mass with a 
priest looking over the altar at the people. Although the 
intention may be to be inclusive, there may exist a sub-
conscious awareness of a stark distinction between 
“priest” and “people” in this form of mass. What, then, are 
some of the potential dangers that this differential poses? 
There is the danger of the priest and his personality be-
coming the focus of the Mass. This danger may even 
pose consequences for the peoples’ ability to encounter 
Christ, and, therefore, to be sent out as disciples to share 
their faith with the world. During the Mass, Christ is really 
and truly present in the community, the Scriptures, the 
Sacrament, and the priest who acts in His place. When 
we come together at Mass, we should come ready and 
open to experience and encounter Christ. Pope Benedict 
writes in The Spirit of the Liturgy, about the unintended 
consequences of the priest facing the people: “What hap-
pened was that an unprecedented clericalization came on 
the scene. Now the priest… becomes the real point of 
reference for the whole liturgy. Everything depends on 
him. We have to see him, to respond to him, to be in-
volved in what he is doing. His creativity sustains the 
whole thing” (Part 2, Chapter 3). There becomes the dan-
ger that we encounter the personality of the cleric, to the 
detriment of our encounter with Christ. As a result, the 
Pope thinks, “The turning of the priest toward the people 
has turned the community into a self-enclosed circle. In its 
outward form, it no longer opens out to what lies ahead 
and above, but is closed in on itself.” This is significant 
since, in our incarnational tradition of worship, the out-
ward bodily form of people in prayer ought to be a visible 
manifestation of their inward spirit. If the community forms 
an enclosed circle facing the cleric, what can this imply 
about its relationship to mission?

On the other hand, when a group of people sends forth an 
individual to speak on their behalf, it is implied that the 
single emissary represents and speaks for the people 
who have selected him. The individual is not above the 
group, but a part of it. We see, for example, the story of 
queen Esther. Stepping before the king she represents all 

Companions on the Journey: Ad Orientem
Br Thomas Aquinas Pickett OP

Continued on next page)



Truth Be Told 27                                                Page 26                                                  Mar-Apr 

of her people, and she gives voice to their universal cry 
for life and freedom. This representational identity is es-
sential to the Catholic priesthood:  “Every high priest is 
taken from among men and made their representative 
before God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able 
to deal patiently with the ignorant and erring, for he him-
self is beset by weakness” (Heb. 5:1-2). To serve at the 
altar is to be a humble representative of the holy people 
of God. The priest and the people together form a single 
Body, worshipping Jesus their Divine Head.

We are able to visibly see this communal dimension of 
the liturgy explicitly when the people and the priest to-
gether face the same direction, in what is known as ad 
orientem (to the East). This is not only the norm for the 
Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite, but is perfectly licit 
for the Ordinary Form in the vernacular, and is even im-
plied by the rubrics of the Missal. The priest, in this more 
visibly communal form of Mass, does not have his “back 
to the people”; rather, the priest, praying the Mass ad ori-
entem and acting as the representative of the people be-
fore God, simply faces the same direction as the people 
who have called him to this sacred office. He knows the 
humility required for his office, and he knows that he 
prays the Mass to God for and with the people, and not to 
the people for God. During Mass he almost becomes 

Companions
(Continued from previous page)

(Continued on next page)

anonymous, thinking as John the Baptist did, “He must 
increase, and I must decrease.”

When the community, instead of forming an enclosed cir-
cle, physically faces the same direction, they clearly sym-
bolize with their bodies their spiritual reality as fellow pil-
grims on the journey to Christ. They journey together, 
priest and lay person, as companions to the Last Supper 
and to the Cross. By physically manifesting the common 
direction of their spiritual lives towards Christ, they visibly 
manifest their commitment to mission, justice, and evan-
gelization. Their full participation in this journey is not one 
of “mere external activity,” but a “greater awareness of the 
mystery being celebrated and its relationship to daily 
life” (Sacramentum Caritatis, 52). As we embrace the 
New Evangelization and the call to witness Christ in the 
world, perhaps we should prayerfully discern and explore 
the celebration of mass ad orientem. How we pray says 

much about how we live our faith; if the 
lay faithful and the priests pray together 
as fellow pilgrims on the path of faith, how 
much greater will the Christian life be lived 
and shared in world! 

Br Thomas Aquinas Pickett OP writes at 
To God, About God, a blog of the 

Western Dominican Students. (Link)

During my two-week home visit following 
Christmas this year, I had occasion to 
witness the Body of Christ active in a 
very gritty, grubby, and difficult way. As 
a celibate religious, I have undertaken a 
path of discipline in prayer, study, and 
common life which is built to aid the 
Christian in being “perfect” (Matthew 

5:48). It involves many trials and difficulties, from the of-
ten toilsome nature of study, to the unpredictable itiner-
ancy of new pastoral assignments, from the daily perse-
verance required to seek out silence and contemplation, 
to the head-spinning and body-draining activity of parish 
work. But the week following Christmas, I visited my sister 
and her husband, proud parents of two little ones, an 
adorable two-year old girl and a goggle-eyed (and boister-
ous) six-month-old boy. Difficult, grinding, and gritty work 
is parenting. And holy.

One of the great beauties of the Catholic faith is the way it 
honors difference, diversity, and complementarity.  And 

True Grit
Br Peter Junipero Hannah, OP

one place I have seen this most vividly is in the comple-
mentarity of the celibate and married vocations. As a celi-
bate I live a life not many people do, and which is also 
easy to idealize: those white-robed holy men who spend 
all their days in the perfect peace of contemplative prayer, 
dipping down now and then to bring Christ to the world. 
There is truth in the fact of the alternating rhythms of 
prayer and activity in a Dominican’s life; it is a rhythm I 
love, exult in, and live out day-by-day. But illusions of 
“perfect peace”-perpetually-maintained vanish quickly 
upon entry as a novice. Numerous and eccentric person-
alities in close quarters for extended periods do not for 
perfect peace make. The friar has to learn constantly to 
readjust his personality to the eccentricities (sometimes 
delightful, often unnerving) of those around him. It is par-
tially for this reason that religious life is called a “school of 
charity.” Prayer, too, has its vicissitudes of sensible con-
solation and peace, alternating with stale and flat periods 
where the Lord withdraws from the soul to teach perse-
verance amidst feelings of desolation and abandonment. 
The ideal of religious life remains an ideal; but perfect 

http://students.opwest.org/blog/articles/2012/12/companions-journey
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St. Paul tells us that marriage is a holy vocation which 
images the relationship of Christ to his Church (Eph 5.32).  
Both are beautiful.  And both are messy.  The Church as 
mother gives her children new spiritual life in baptism, 
nourishes them with spiritual food in the Eucharist, and 
continually calls new members into her fold, making the 
earth a home of God’s true peace.  But she does this by 
her union with Christ the Head, who for love of his Bride, 
the Church, underwent torture, the shedding of blood, and 
death.  As Christ lays down his life for the Church, so a 
husband lays down his own life, all he is, for love of his 
wife and the provision, protection, and nourishing of his 
family.  The wife in union with her husband then be-
comes, as the Church, a “home” for the wonderful, inspir-
ing, difficult, and exasperating task of having and raising 
new little human creatures.

I rejoice in the gift of my vocation, though at points it has 
led to exhaustion, loneliness, and an attention to external 
demands so unrelenting that one wonders where new fuel 
comes from. But I know, too, that this sacrificial kind of 
love is both more real to the demands of life, and more 
closely approximates the way our Lord loved his Church 
even through trial. Real and lasting joy can only come at 
such a price. For this reason I marvel all the more at the 
beauty of God’s design for the human family. I have found 
myself frequently in a position of bringing to married cou-
ples a certain witness to the primacy of spiritual values in 
life. The time I devote to prayer and “things spiritual” puts 
me in a good position to share with married couples the 
beauty, challenge, and importance of our relationship with 
God; both its joys and its trials. On the other hand, I am 
constantly blessed to see up close in marriages a living 
picture of the marvelous gift of family, married life, and 
new children—full of joy and its trial.

My sister and brother-in-law are living out their vocation to 
marriage in a way that, to me, is beautiful and inspiring, 
witnessing as it does to the very way Christ relates to his 
Church. Its beauty shines forth all the more when I see 
my brother-in-law exhausted from work, yet coming home 
to treat his wife with kindness and dignity; my sister 
stretched to the point of exhaustion, yet still giving herself 
to her husband and children; and of course my niece and 
nephew--too cute to imagine, yet growing by fits and 
starts through the travails and joys of childhood. Love that 
proves itself in the midst of suffering is more authentic. 
For this reason I am thankful every time I witness to the 
beauty and drama of married life. The love demanded is 
inspiring because it is real, because it is gritty, and be-
cause it requires real courage. In other words, it is like 
Christ’s.

Br Peter Junipero Hannah, OP writes at 
To God, About God, a blog of the 

Western Dominican Students. (Link)

charity is only acquired by constant effort in cooperation 
and made possible with God's grace, self-abnegation, 
patience, and conformity to the Lord’s Cross. The free gift 
of God in Christ Jesus is anything but a lawn chair with a 
Dos Equis on the beach; it is rough, untidy, exacting, toil-
some, dramatic. It is God’s sanctifying action upon hearts 
gone astray and needing purification to see God face-to-
face in eternity.

So too parenting.  It is easy, on the one hand, to idealize 
“domestic tranquility” (especially if one is familiar with 
19th century British literature or, for that matter, 1950s 
sitcoms).  It is refreshing, soothing, and sometimes even 
inspiring to picture home life as a congenial and happy 
arrangement where father and mother love each other 
and their children, have only minor disagreements swept 
away with a quick resolution and a smile, and are adept at 
managing children who are—if not angels—kindly, docile, 
and amiable souls.  At its best moments perhaps some-
thing like this shines forth.  But day-to-day reality is mess-
ier.  As my sister and brother-in-law demonstrated to me 
over this Christmas break, parenting involves constant 
attention to needy creatures who are simultaneously 
adorable and attention-consuming, endearing and un-
nerving, too cute to imagine and exasperating to the point 
of exhaustion.  Sleepless nights.  Medical anxieties.  End-
less demands.  Non-stop needs arising from an infinity of 
unpredictable situations.  My sister has told me two things 
which capture the essence of her situation: as a stay-at-
home mom (for now when they are very young), she has 
never been happier or more fulfilled in her life; at the 
same time, she has never experienced this degree of 
mental and physical exhaustion, combined even with peri-
ods of certain loneliness, her husband being a hard-
working and dedicated father, but whose schedule as a 
physician’s assistant can be so demanding that meals 
and time at home become irregular.

Grit
(Continued from previous page)

http://students.opwest.org/blog/articles/2013/01/true-grit
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Our Decision to Enter the Inquiry Phase
Pat and Ilona Helmholz

As our long-term Maryknoll Lay Missioner contracts in 
East Africa neared completion, we anticipated that re-
acculturation back into American society would become a 
challenging experience. We also felt that personal values 
enhanced while working with the poor and marginalized 
could provide reverse mission opportunities that would 
facilitate the re-entry process. We had only to decide how 
best for that to come about. Thankfully, our regional coor-
dinator in East Africa provided the answer by suggesting 
we take a close look at the Dominican Laity program after 
returning home.

While in mission, we recognized the inherent beauty in 
God’s creation, experienced the strength of African 
Catholic faith lived by those in dire circumstances, and 
witnessed the value of personal relationships over the 
need for material goods. We were surrounded by an 
abundance of wild animals, beautiful birds, and exotic 
flora in extraordinarily natural settings. We applauded the 
lack of political sensitivity with which the local population 
was able to express their faith in the public domain. We 
embraced the quality of personal relationships that exist 
in extended family structures and diverse tribal communi-
ties.

Shortly after returning home, we entered into the inquiry 
phase of the Dominican Laity program in Benicia, CA. We 
hope this step will lead us on a pathway that reinforces 
personal values that were enhanced while in mission. So 
far, that seems to be the case. A growing awareness of 
Thomist theology resonates well with our desire to spend 
more time enjoying the beauty of God’s creation, the 
regular program of prayer and study will strengthen our 
faith and lead to preaching opportunities, and Chapter 
meetings have provided a community setting that will sup-
port the growth of new personal relationships within our 
parish.

Pat and Ilona Helmholz write from the 
St Monica Chapter in Benicia, California

Antichrist
Fulton Sheen

The Antichrist will not be so called; otherwise he would 
have no followers. He will not wear red tights, nor vomit 
sulphur, nor carry a trident nor wave an arrowed tail as 
Mephistopheles in Faust.  This masquerade has helped 
the Devil convince men that he does not exist. When no 
man recognizes, the more power he exercises. God has 
defined Himself as “I am Who am,” and the Devil as “I am 
who am not.”

Nowhere in Sacred Scripture do we find warrant for the 
popular myth of the devil as a buffoon who is dressed like 
the first “red.” Rather is he described as an angel fallen 
from heaven, and as “the Prince of this world,” whose 
business it is to tell us that there is no other world. His 
logic is simple: if there is no heaven then there is no hell; 
if there is no hell, then there is no sin; if there is no sin, 
then there is no judge, and if there is no judgment then 
evil is good and good is evil. But above all these descrip-
tions, Our Lord tells us that he will be so much like Him-
self that he would deceive even the elect– and certainly 
no devil ever seen in picture books could deceive even 

the elect. How will he come in this new age to win follow-
ers to his religion?

He will come disguised as the Great Humanitarian; he will 
talk peace, prosperity and plenty not as means to lead us 
to God, but as ends in themselves. He will write books on 
the new idea of God, to suit the way people live; induce 
faith in astrology so as to make not the will but the stars 
responsible for sins; he will explain guilt away psychologi-
cally as inhibited eroticism, make men shrink in shame of 
their fellow men say they are not broad-minded as to 
identify tolerance with indifference to right and wrong, 
truth and error; he will spread the lie that men will never 
be better until they make society better []; he will foster 
divorces under the disguise that another partner is vital; 
he will increase love for love and decrease love for per-
son; he will even speak of Christ and say that He was the 
greatest man who ever lived.

Communism and the Conscience of the West,  
Fulton Sheen, 1948
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Holy Rosary, Portland

Chapter members with the help of members of the parish 
distributed 82 Thanksgiving baskets under the direction of 
Cecelia Hosely. Some Christmas baskets were also dis-
tributed.

Fr Antoninus Wall, OP returned to Holy Rosary again for 
the month of January for his "Mission in the Mall" at Lloyd 
Center Mall. Members of the chapter assisted him by 
helping at the kiosk by talking with people who came by 
and distributing holy cards, rosaries, and pamphlets to 
those who were interested. 

Prayers are requested for Fr Paul Duffner, OP who is 
recovering from a fall and the repose of the soul of Maria 
Graf's husband, Ed, who passed away in January.

Sandy Miller is continuing to lead us in our study for the 
"Year of Faith" in ongoing formation. For our next meeting 
we have been asked to study the sacrament of Baptism 
and what that means to us.

Ms Roberta Powell OP

Corpus Christi, Menlo Park

Our chapter marched at the Walk for Life West Coast on 
January 26, 2013, joined by the Dominican friars and sis-
ters.  Pope Benedict XVI commended the march and de-
livered a special message along with his papal blessing 
through his representative, Archbishop Carlo Maria Vi-
gano.  This year, there was a crowd of 50,000 people who 
marched along Market Street to Justin Herman Plaza, 
prayerfully witnessing to the defense of human life.  

From the Chapters

Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, Sacramento

The chapter held its annual silent retreat at Vallombrosa 
Retreat House, Menlo Park, CA on January 11-13th.  Fr 
Anselm Ramelow, OP, served as Retreat Master.  The 
retreat theme was Evangelization and Prayer; Evangeliz-
ing: speaking about God - Praying: speaking with God.

In order to evangelize we need to become “involved.”  
When we are involved we become evangelized.  It is not 
possible to evangelize at a distance—we cannot just 
press a button and the job is done.  The closer we come 
to Our Lord the more we will naturally want to talk about 
Him.  There are many methods to both evangelizing and 
praying but we must be aware that methods beg a sense 
of detachment and we cannot be detached when we are 
praying or evangelizing.  We need a method that is not a 
method.  God has given us such a method in His gift of 
suffering.  To see the Cross is to see The Promise.

Fr. Anselm presented a total of six 90 minute lectures 
starting with “Pray and Evangelize.”  The remaining topics 
were: “Illuminative Stage of Prayer (to see face to face) 
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit; the “Struggle to Pray and 
the Need to Pray”; “Intercessory Prayer”; “Unitive Stage of 
Prayer” (simplicity which leads to a more constant sense 
of His Presence) and a concluding talk with questions and 
answers. 

It wasn’t necessarily what Fr. Anselm said that made this 
Retreat so powerful and life changing, it was his obvious 
love for Our Lord that brought what he said from the mind 
to the heart.  We left with a deeper understanding of what 
the disciples on the road to Emmaus meant when they 
said, “were not our hearts burning within us…”

Mrs Anna Marie Gshwandtner, OP

(Continued on next page)
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De Profundis

In Memory of Emily Peterson Mudge

Born on April 2, 1922 in Stoneham, Mass. Emily was a 
member of the Dominican Laity at Saint Andrews Chap-
ter in Riverside, CA.  She became a Life Professed 
member in June 1983.

Emily led a very interesting and full life.  Emily had six 
daughters and one son. She met her husband, Nathan, 
while she was serving her country in the Women’s Ma-
rine Corp.  She was involved in all the groups in which 
her children were participating and managed to be presi-
dent of the PTA.  In later years she even wrote a column 
for one of the local papers.  Her column was titled 
“Highlights from Dominguez Hills”. 

Emily’s humor was what set her aside.  Everyone who 
came to know her will avow to this.  Her daughter shared 
the last humorous remark she made.  As they were 
wheeling her to the car in her wheelchair on the way to 
the hospital she asked:  Am I driving?

The Lord called her on January 29, 2013, at 90 years of 
age.  Knowing Emily, there is a lot of laughter going on in 
heaven.  She will be greatly missed.

She was laid to rest at the Riverside National Cemetery.

Requiescat in pace

L-R: Ellen Spencer, Charo Aguirre, Gloria Serpa, Lorna Achon-
doa, Richard de Lorimier and Andrea Nafrada with the relic of 

St. Martin de Porres, after the movie.

On Saturday, February 9th, it was full house at the 
O’Hare Center at Nativity Church, Menlo Park when our 
chapter sponsored a movie and pizza night, showing 
“Fray Martin”, the story of St. Martin de Porres, to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of his canonization.  Prior 
to the movie screening, the people were blessed with a 
first class relic of St. Martin de Porres and were able to 
venerate the relic immediately after the 5:00pm vigil 
Mass.  

Charo Aguirre

St Mary Magdalene, Tempe

The funeral mass for Karen Woods was offered by Fr 
Albert at the University of Arizona Newman Center. Many 
in St. Mary Magdalene Chapter made the drive to Tucson.  
Fr. Albert and Karen were long time friends since his ten-
ure at All Saints Newman Center in Tempe. A Mass was 
offered at the University of Arizona Newman Center.

The Chapter studying Albert Nolan's Jesus Before Christi-
anity and planning our May retreat.

Several long time members are ill and ask for prayers.

Mary Hutchinson

St Andrew, Riverside

Our inquirer Diana has redesigned our web site. The site 
is just beautiful.  Take a look at 
http://dominicanlaityriverside.org 

Rita Bladow

Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

http://dominicanlaityriverside.org
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Dear Mr. Mark Gross, OP

I am pleased to share with you about the Lay Dominicans 
in the Archdiocese of San Fernando, Pampanga , Philip-
pines.  They are committed to an ongoing formation and 
study. They have been generous in assisting in the minis-
tries among the poor in the Archdiocese particularly with 
the Aetas, the indigenous people living in the mountains. 
They also assists in the ministry to the abandoned physi-
cally and mentally handicapped children, many of them 
are active catechist in their respective parishes.They have 
been faithful in living out the spirituality of the Lay Domini-
cans. They continue to seek a richer spiritual life in the 
company of the Dominican Family here in the Philippines.  
Their commitment to the poor is just amazing.

They have imbibed the spirit of constantly searching the 
Truth and sharing this with others. They are committed to 
praying the Liturgy of the Hours, including the Rosary and 
allot time for personal prayers and meditations. They 
have their yearly regular Advent and Lenten retreats.

I am new in journeying with them. For the past years 
there were other Dominican Sisters in our congregation 
who had been journeying with them in their spiritual for-
mation and apostolic activities. I have started working with 
these group of lay Dominican only in December of last 
year.So you can see, I am new in this ministry. I am 
amazed at the formation they received from their previous 
formators. I am blessed to have been given this opportu-
nity to work with this group who are deeply committed in 
their search for truth and sharing this with others who are 
most in need.

This is only a brief description on how I experience and 
have seen this group of Lay Dominicans . I have not 
much experiences with them yet, but am sure with the 
constant communication we will be having  with you , as 
we hope to received  "Truth To Be Told Subscription" I 
will be able to share with them substantial material from 
you.

Gratefully yours,
Sr. Lita David OP
Province of the Philippines

From the Mail
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Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com

3337 S. Minuteman Pl.
Boise, ID 83706

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    -St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).

