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to Say to You

Benedict XVI
“Sweet Christ on earth,” St. Catherine of Siena
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It is not often that a Pope, or indeed anyone 
else, has the opportunity to speak to the stu-
dents of all the Catholic schools of England, 
Wales and Scotland at the same time.  And 
since I have the chance now, there is some-
thing I very much want to say to you.  

I hope that among those of you listening to me 
today there are some of the future saints of the 
twenty-first century.  What God wants most of 
all for each one of you is that you should be-
come holy.  He loves you much more than you 
could ever begin to imagine, and he wants the 
very best for you.  And by far the best thing for 
you is to grow in holiness.

Perhaps some of you have never thought 
about this before.  Perhaps some of you think 
being a saint is not for you.  Let me explain 
what I mean.  

When we are young, we can usually think of 
people that we look up to, people we admire, 
people we want to be like.  It could be some-
one we meet in our daily lives that we hold in 
great esteem.  Or it could be someone famous.  
We live in a celebrity culture, and young peo-
ple are often encouraged to model themselves 
on figures from the world of sport or entertain-
ment.  My question for you is this: what are the 
qualities you see in others that you would most 
like to have yourselves?  What kind of person 
would you really like to be?
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"The Church is intolerant in principle because she believes; she is toler-
ant in practice because she loves. The enemies of the Church are toler-
ant in principle because they do not believe; they are intolerant in prac-
tice because they do not love."

Fr. Reginald  Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 
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Say to You... 
(Continued from page 1)

But always remember that every subject you study is 
part of a bigger picture.  Never allow yourselves to be-
come narrow.  The world needs good scientists, but a 
scientific outlook becomes dangerously narrow if it ig-
nores the religious or ethical dimension of life, just as 
religion becomes narrow if it rejects the legitimate contri-
bution of science to our understanding of the world.  We 
need good historians and philosophers and economists, 
but if the account they give of human life within their par-
ticular field is too narrowly focused, they can lead us 
seriously astray.

A good school provides a rounded education for the 
whole person.  And a good Catholic school, over and 
above this, should help all its students to become saints.   
[…]

Dear friends, I thank you for your attention, I promise to 
pray for you, and I ask you to pray for me.  I hope to see 
many of you next August, at the World Youth Day in Ma-
drid.  In the meantime, may God bless you all! 

From the address Pope Benedict XVI delivered on 17-
09-2010 during a meeting with 4000 students of Catholic 
schools at Twickenham, UK. All the Catholic schools of 
England, Wales and Scotland followed the event via 
Internet. www.zenit.org 17-09-2010

When I invite you to become saints, I am asking you not 
to be content with second best.  I am asking you not to 
pursue one limited goal and ignore all the others.  Hav-
ing money makes it possible to be generous and to do 
good in the world, but on its own, it is not enough to 
make us happy.  Being highly skilled in some activity or 
profession is good, but it will not satisfy us unless we 
aim for something greater still.  It might make us famous, 
but it will not make us happy.  

Happiness is something we all want, but one of the great 
tragedies in this world is that so many people never find 
it, because they look for it in the wrong places.  The key 
to it is very simple – true happiness is to be found in 
God. We need to have the courage to place our deepest 
hopes in God alone, not in money, in a career, in worldly 
success, or in our relationships with others, but in God.  
Only he can satisfy the deepest needs of our hearts.

Not only does God love us with a depth and an intensity 
that we can scarcely begin to comprehend, but he in-
vites us to respond to that love.  You all know what it is 
like when you meet someone interesting and attractive, 
and you want to be that person’s friend.  You always 
hope they will find you interesting and attractive, and 
want to be your friend.  God wants your friendship.  And 
once you enter into friendship with God, everything in 
your life begins to change.  As you come to know him 
better, you find you want to reflect something of his infi-
nite goodness in your own life.  You are attracted to the 
practice of virtue.  You begin to see greed and selfish-
ness and all the other sins for what they really are, de-
structive and dangerous tendencies that cause deep 
suffering and do great damage, and you want to avoid 
falling into that trap yourselves.  You begin to feel com-
passion for people in difficulties and you are eager to do 
something to help them.  You want to come to the aid of 
the poor and the hungry, you want to comfort the sor-
rowful, you want to be kind and generous.  And once 
these things begin to matter to you, you are well on the 
way to becoming saints. 

In your Catholic schools, there is always a bigger picture 
over and above the individual subjects you study, the 
different skills you learn.  All the work you do is placed in 
the context of growing in friendship with God, and all that 
flows from that friendship.  So you learn not just to be 
good students, but good citizens, good people.

As you move higher up the school, you have to make 
choices regarding the subjects you study, you begin to 
specialize with a view to what you are going to do later 
on in life.  That is right and proper.

Making the Church More Attractive

Answered by Pope Benedict XVI during his flight to the 
United Kingdom, talking with journalists

Q: “Can anything be done to make the Church a more 
credible and attractive institution?”

A: “In my view, a Church which seeks above all to be 
attractive is already on the wrong path, because the 
Church does not work for herself, she does not work to 
increase her numbers and her power.  The Church is at 
the service of Another.  She serves not herself, not to 
become strong; rather, she serves to make the an-
nouncement of Jesus Christ more accessible: the great 
truths, the great powers of love and reconciliation which 
appeared in Him and which always come from the pres-
ence of Jesus Christ. …”

Vatican Information Service 16-09-2010

www.zenit.org
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Two central events open 
and close the month of No-
vember. The 2010 elections 
open it, and the beginning 
of Advent closes it.  But 
what could a modern politi-
cal event have in common 
with an ancient obser-
vance?  The answer is Life.

There are many serious 
issues that challenge the 
society today and deter-
mine our vote.  The econ-
omy, immigration, euthana-
sia, drugs, terrorism, same 
sex “marriage”, and abor-
tion; just to name a few.  
Often, a candidate will 
champion one or two of the 
issues, but not all.  So who 
do we vote for?  That de-
pends on how we prioritize 
the issues.

Good and sincere people 
will disagree on how we should prioritize these issues, 
saying “this one is more important than that one”, or “that 
one is a tired old subject”.  Yet, it’s precisely the life is-
sues, most especially abortion, that provide us with a 
foundation of understanding for all the other issues.  For 
example, how can we make an informed decision on ter-
rorism if we don’t first understand the meaning of inno-
cence?  Or how can we defend the sanctity of marriage 
when we don’t comprehend the dignity of its fruits?  How 
can we protect our youth from drugs if we deny them the 
right to live?  Life is the “Cardinal” issue from which all 
other issues proceed.  It’s really a matter of first things 
first.  We can’t hope to grasp algebra if we don’t yet un-
derstand basic arithmetic.

Then why in this age of advanced technology are we still 
debating the basic issue of when life begins?  The answer 
isn’t found in science, since science already confirms that 
life begins at conception.  The answer is found in the 
heart and soul.  It is a profound lack of charity.

I once knew a woman whose story explains our modern 
day dilemma.  At 20 years old she found herself pregnant 
by her college boyfriend.  One month later she had an 
abortion.  She justified it by saying it was still just a 
“cluster of cells”.  Fast forward 15 years.  At age 35 she 
again finds herself pregnant by another boyfriend.  After 
only two weeks and before she went to the doctor (she 
used a home pregnancy test), she called everyone she 
knew and said that she was going to have a “baby”.  She 

Praised be Jesus!

immediately went out and 
started buying baby 
clothes.  Now how is it that 
15 years earlier, at one 
month pregnant, she was 
only dealing with a “cluster 
of cells”, but 15 years later, 
at two weeks pregnant, she 
was dealing with an actual 
“baby”.  The difference is 
that this time she wanted 
the child. 

That brings us to the an-
cient observance of Advent.  
The awaiting of the child 
Jesus.  Two thousand 
years ago Mary found Her-
self in a similar situation 
(though quite different cir-
cumstances), as our young 
college gal.  Both were 
young, unwed and preg-
nant.  They both had their 
entire lives still in front of 
them, with all the hopes 

and dreams that go along with it.  Yet one chose to say 
“no” to life, and pursued her own wishes and dreams.  
The other chose to say “yes” to life, and fulfilled God’s 
wishes and plans.  One was selfish, the other magnani-
mous.  That magnanimity not only found Our Lady a place 
in time and eternity high above all others, but was directly 
responsible in determining humanity’s very salvation.

As a culture, we need to reflect on how we treat the most 
vulnerable in our society.  That’s the litmus test for the 
heart of the country.  When we vote, we must keep in 
mind that we’re not voting for a “person” but rather an 
“ideal”.  That “ideal” will determine how we govern and 
are governed.  Can we truly foresee a future of freedom 
and happiness with laws that fundamentally promote self-
ishness rather than responsibility?  Can we ever hope to 
make sound judgments on critical issues, when we don’t 
have a basic understanding of the value and profound 
sacredness of life itself?

As we prepare for Advent at the end of this month, let us 
keep ever present in our minds the sacrifice that Mary 
made for us.  And as we go to the polls at the beginning 
of this month, let us keep in mind that “Life” must be the 
determining factor on how we vote on all the issues.

God Bless you,
In Jesus and St. Dominic,

Denise Harvey
Vice President 



Truth Be Told 13                                                Page 4                                                  Nov-Dec 2010

From the President

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Dominic,

A blessed Fall season to all of you.

I’ve had a number of occasions recently to visit with a 
number of chapter members on the subject of “chapter 
councils”.  It seems to be a common issue right now and 
so I thought I’d briefly review a few thoughts on this sub-
ject.

It’s important to emphasize for chapters-in-formation that 
they should be doing their best to operate as close as 
possible to the requirements of our Particular Directory.  
When necessary, certainly adaptations can be imple-
mented, but such implementations should come as close 
to PD directives as is possible or practical.  Typically, in 
chapters-in-formation it is the Religious Assistant who 
serves as the de facto formation director, and that is an 
office that should be held by only life professed members.

For larger chapters, a proportionally sized council may be 
desired and a full complement of officers and councilors 
may be elected (six officers and between two and six 
councilors).  Smaller chapters may opt for smaller coun-
cils of three officers (president, secretary/treasurer and 
formation director) and two councilors.  In the latter case, 
vice president has been eliminated, secretary and treas-
urer combined and it is assumed that one on the council 
will additionally serve as LPC rep.

It is up to the council to make a recommendation to the 
chapter on council size, the elimination of the office of VP, 
the combining of Secretary/Treasurer and the appoint-
ment of one on the council to the LPC.  The chapter then 
votes on those issues to establish chapter policy prior to 
new elections.

Council members are elected by the chapter, but it is the 
council that elects a moderator/prior/prioress from among 
its members.  Once the chapter establishes the size and 
scope of the council, it should elect that number of council 
members.  The chapter may also take a secret ballot to 
inform the new council as to its desires for the head posi-
tion, but it is the council that makes that selection.  Once 
a new moderator/prior/prioress is elected, then the chap-
ter votes for the officers from among the remaining slate 
of councilors.

It is always preferable that life-professed members be 
elected to the council.  One of the signs that a chapter-in-
formation is ready for full recognition by the province is 
that there are sufficient life-professed members to take on 
the running of the chapter via the council. 

Yours in St. Dominic,
Tony Galati
President

From the Editor

I, the LORD, am your God, 
who brought you up from the land of Egypt.

Open wide your mouth that I may fill it.'
But my people did not listen to my words; 

Israel did not obey me.
So I gave them over to hardness of heart; 

hey followed their own designs. (Ps 81 11:13)

Our Lord is far more generous with freedom than we are, 
yet the father of lies has convinced so many that obedi-
ence to Jesus is submission to tyranny rather than the 
perfection of freedom! We are not orphans, Jesus contin-
ues to speak to us and guide us through his mystical 
body, the Church. Yet so many Catholics and even Do-
minicans, professing belief, live as though there were not 
God, and with hardened hearts will not listen, preferring 
their own designs.

In Jesus our Lord,
Mark Gross
Editor

Significant days are soon to be upon us; All Souls & All 
Saints, an election, the coming end of the liturgical year. 
The feast of Christ the King reminds us of the connection 
between the eternal and the temporal; how our Lord prac-
tices the principle of subsidiarity in the most perfect and 
complete way, leaving to us the freedom to do what we 
can, and providing the sacraments to give us the help to 
do what we cannot.

Fulton Sheen once said that the abuse of freedom is in-
evitably met by the over reaction to preserve law, the re-
moval of all freedom. This solution and the convulsions it 
caused are the witness of the 20th century, and clearly the 
West did not learn the lesson as we plunge headlong into 
a replay of what lead to those responses. In “Caritas in 
veritate” the Holy Father points out that we have crossed 
the line where a restructuring will be necessary, for by 
abusing our freedom we have invited the loss thereof, and 
such we are witnessing with the massive government in-
trusion into what was traditionally the private sphere.  And 
these attempted correctives will go as wrong as those of 
the 20th century if they continue to be without any anchor 
in the Law of God. 
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Benedict’s Apocalypse 
Remarks to the Synod on the Middle East

On October 11, 1962, forty-eight years ago, Pope John 
XXIII inaugurated Vatican Council II. Back then, October 
11 was the feast of the Divine Maternity of Mary, and by 
this action, on this date, Pope John wanted to entrust the 
entire council to the motherly hands, to the motherly heart 
of the Virgin Mary. 

We are also beginning on October 11, and we also want 
to entrust this synod, with all its problems, with all its chal-
lenges, with all its hopes, to the maternal heart of the Vir-
gin Mary, the Mother of God. Pius XI had introduced this 

(Continued on next page)

"When political projects openly or covertly contemplate 
the depenalization of abortion or euthanasia, the democ-
ratic ideal (which is truly democratic when it recognizes 
and protects the dignity of all human beings) is betrayed 
at its very foundations. For this reason, dear brothers in 
the episcopate, when defending life we must not fear hos-
tility or unpopularity, rejecting all compromise and ambi-
guity which would conform us to the mentality of this 
world". 

In order to help lay people live their Christian, social and 
political commitments in a unified and coherent fashion it 
is necessary, said the Holy Father, to ensure appropriate 
"social catechesis and an adequate formulation of Church 
Social Doctrine. ... This also means that on some occa-
sions, pastors must reminds all citizens of the right, which 
is also a duty, freely to use their vote to promote the com-
mon good". 

"At this point politics and faith come together", he went 
on. "The specific nature of faith certainly lies in the meet-
ing with the living God, Who opens new horizons far be-
yond the sphere of reason. ... Only by respecting, promot-
ing and indefatigably teaching the transcendent nature of 
the human being can a just society be built. ... 'God has a 
place in the public realm, specifically in regard to its cul-
tural, social, economic, and particularly its political dimen-
sions'", said the Holy Father quoting his Encyclical 
"Caritas in veritate". 

Benedict XVI concluded his discourse by joining the Bra-
zilian bishops' appeal for religious education and, "more 
specifically, for the pluralistic and confessional education 
of religion in State schools". He also indicated that "the 
presence of religious symbols in public life is both a recol-
lection of man's transcendence and a guarantee of its 
respect. They have particular value in the case of Brazil 
where the Catholic religion is a component part of the 
country's history". 

Vatican Information Services

VATICAN CITY, 28 OCT 2010 (VIS) - Prelates from the 
National Conference of Bishops of Brazil (Northeast re-
gion 5) who have just complete their five- yearly "ad 
limina" visit were received this morning by the Holy Fa-
ther. 

"I wish to speak to you today", the Pope told them, "about 
how the Church's mission to serve as the leavening of 
human society through the Gospel teaches human beings 
their dignity as children of God, and their vocation to the 
unity of all mankind, whence derive the need for justice 
and social peace in accordance with divine wisdom". 

"First, the duty of direct action to ensure a just ordering of 
society falls to the lay faithful who, as free and responsi-
ble citizens, strive to contribute to the just configuration of 
social life, while respecting legitimate autonomy and natu-
ral moral law", the Holy Father explained. "Your duty as 
bishops, together with your clergy, is indirect because you 
must contribute to the purification of reason, and to the 
moral awakening of the forces necessary to build a just 
and fraternal society. Nonetheless, when required by the 
fundamental rights of the person or the salvation of souls, 
pastors have the binding duty to emit moral judgments, 
even on political themes". 

"When forming these judgments, pastors must bear in 
mind the absolute value of those ... precepts which make 
it morally unacceptable to chose a particular action which 
is intrinsically evil and incompatible with human dignity. 
This decision cannot be justified by the merit of some 
specific goal, intention, consequence or circumstance, 
Thus it would be completely false and illusory to defend, 
political, economic or social rights which do not compre-
hend a vigorous defense of the right to life from concep-
tion to natural end. When it comes to defending the weak-
est, who is more defenseless than an unborn child or a 
patient in a vegetative or comatose state?" 

CHURCH TEACHES MAN HIS DIGNITY AS CHILD OF GOD 
By Benedict XVI

feast in 1930, sixteen hundred years after the Council of 
Ephesus, which had legitimated Mary's title of 
"Theotókos," "Dei Genitrix". In this great expression "Dei 
Genitrix," "Theotókos," the Council of Ephesus had sum-
marized the entire doctrine on Christ, on Mary, the entire 
doctrine of the redemption. And so it is worth it to reflect a 
little, for a moment, on the message of the Council of 
Ephesus, the message of this day.

http://press.catholica.va/news_services/press/vis/dinamiche/d0_en.htm
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In reality, "Theotókos" is an audacious title. A woman is 
Mother of God. One might say: how is this possible? God 
is eternal, he is the Creator. We are creatures, we are in 
time: how could a human person be Mother of God, of the 
Eternal, given that we are all in time, we are all creatures? 
So one realizes that there was strong opposition, in part, 
against this expression. The Nestorians said: one may 
speak of "Christotókos," yes, but of "Theotókos," no: 
"Theós," God, is beyond, above the events of history. But 
the Council decided this, and precisely in this way brought 
to light the adventure of God, the greatness of what he 
has done for us. God did not remain within himself: he 
came out from himself, he united himself so much, so 
radically with this man, Jesus, that this man Jesus is God, 
and what we say about him we can always say about God 
as well. He was not born only as a man who had some-
thing to do with God, but in him God was born on earth. 
God came out from himself. But we can also say the op-
posite: God has drawn us into himself, so that we are no 
longer outside of God, but we are inside, inside God him-
self.

As we know well, Aristotelian philosophy tells us that be-
tween God and man there exists only a non-reciprocal 
relationship. Man exists in reference to God, but God, the 
Eternal, is in himself, he does not change: he cannot have 
this kind of relationship today and another kind tomorrow. 
He remains in himself, he does not have a relationship 
"ad extra," he does not have a relationship with me. It is a 
very logical reflection, but it is a reflection that makes us 
despair. With the incarnation, with the coming of the The-
otókos, this has changed radically, because God has 
drawn us into himself, and God in himself is relationship 
and makes us participate in his interior relationship. So 
we are in his being Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we are 
inside his being in relationship, we are in relationship with 
him, and he has really created a relationship with us. In 
that moment, God wanted to be born of a woman while 
still remaining himself: this is the great event. And so we 
can understand the profundity of Pope John's action 
when he entrusted the conciliar, synodal assembly to the 
central mystery, to the Mother of God who is drawn by the 
Lord into himself, and so all of us with her.

The Council began with the icon of the "Theotókos." At 
the end, Pope Paul VI acknowledged the Virgin Mary with 
the title "Mater Ecclesiae." And these two icons, which 
begin and conclude the Council, are intrinsically con-
nected, they are, in the end, a single icon. 

Because Christ was not born as an individual among oth-
ers. He was born to create a body for himself: he was 
born -- as John says in chapter 12 of his Gospel -- to 
draw all things to him and in him. He was born -- as the 
letters to the Colossians and to the Ephesians say -- to 
recapitulate all the world, he was born as the first-born of 

many brothers, he was 
born to reunite the 
cosmos in himself, 
such that he is the 
head of a great body. 

Where Christ is born, 
there begins the 
movement of recapitu-
lation, the moment of 
the calling, of the con-
struction of his body, 
of the holy Church. 
The Mother  o f 
"Theós," the Mother of 
God, is Mother of the 
Church, because she 
is Mother of the one 
who came to reunite 
all in his risen body.

Saint Luke helps us to understand this in the parallelism 
between the first chapter of his Gospel and the first chap-
ter of the Acts of the Apostles, which repeat the same 
mystery on two levels. In the first chapter of the Gospel, 
the Holy Spirit overshadows Mary, and so she gives birth 
and gives us the Son of God. In the first chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles, Mary is at the center of the disciples 
of Jesus who are all praying together, imploring the cloud 
of the Holy Spirit. And so from the believing Church, with 
Mary at the center, is born the Church, the body of Christ. 
This twofold birth is the one  birth of the Christus totus, of 
the Christ who embraces the world and us all.

Birth in Bethlehem, birth in the cenacle. Birth of the Child 
Jesus, birth of the body of Christ, of the Church. They are 
two events, or one single event. But between the two 
really stand the cross and the resurrection. And only 
through the cross does the journey toward the totality of 
Christ take place, toward his risen body, toward the uni-
versalization of his being in the unity of the Church. And 
so, keeping in mind that it is only from the grain that falls 
to the ground that the great harvest comes, from the Lord 
pierced on the cross comes the universality of his disci-
ples gathered into his body, put to death and risen.

Keeping in mind this connection between "Theotókos" 
and "Mater Ecclesiae," our attention shifts to the last book 
of Sacred Scripture, Revelation, where, in chapter 12, this 
very same synthesis appears. The woman clothed with 
the sun, with twelve stars on her head and the moon un-
der her feet, gives birth. And she gives birth with a cry of 
pain, she gives birth with great suffering. Here the Marian 
mystery is the mystery of Bethlehem extended to the cos-
mic mystery. Christ is always being born again through all 

(Continued on next page)

Apocalypse
(continued from previous page)
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the generations, and so he takes up, he gathers humanity 
into himself. And this cosmic birth is realized in the cry of 
the cross, in the suffering of the passion. And the blood of 
the martyrs belongs to this cry.

So, at this moment, we can take a look at the second 
psalm of this midday hour, Psalm 81, where a part of this 
process can be seen. God stands among the gods, still 
considered as gods in Israel. In this psalm, in a great act 
of concentration, in a prophetic vision, the gods are seen 
to be stripped of their power. What appeared to be gods 
are not gods, and they lose the divine character, they fall 
to the ground. "Dii estis et moriemini sicut nomine" (cf. 
Psalm 82 [81]:6-7 [Note: This is the citation of the Latin of 
the psalm that seems problematic to me; the Vulgate has 
"dii estis et filii Excelsi omnes 7 vos autem sicut homines 
moriemini"; so I think the word "nomine" must be 
"homines"]: the weakening, the downfall of the divinities.

This process, which took place over Israel's long journey 
of faith, and is summed up here in a remarkable vision, is 
a true process of the history of religion: the downfall of the 
gods. And so the transformation of the world, the knowl-
edge of the true God, the weakening of the forces that 
dominate the earth, is a process of suffering. In the his-
tory of Israel, we see how this liberation from polytheism, 
this recognition -- "only he is God" -- takes place amid 
much suffering, beginning with the journey of Abraham, 
the exile, the Maccabees, up until Christ. And it continues 
in history, this process of weakening spoken of in chapter 
12 of Revelation; this speaks of the fall of the angels that 
are not angels, are not divinities on the earth. And it is 
truly realized precisely in the time of the emerging 
Church, where we see how with the blood of the martyrs 
there is a weakening of the divinities, all these divinities, 
beginning with the divine emperor. It is the blood of the 
martyrs, the suffering, the cry of the Mother Church that 
knocks them down and so transforms the world.

This downfall is not only the knowledge that these are not 
God. It is the process of the transformation of the world, 
which costs blood, costs the suffering of the witnesses to 
Christ. And, if we look closely, we see that this process is 
never finished. Even today, in this moment, in which 
Christ, the only Son of God, must be born for the world 
with the downfall of the gods, with suffering, the martyr-
dom of the witnesses.

We think of the great powers of today's history, we think 
of the anonymous capitals [note: here, as I said above, 
the translation seems inadequate; it would be better as 
"anonymous financial interests" or something similar] that 
enslave man, that are no longer something belonging to 
man, but are an anonymous power that men serve, and 
by which men are tormented and even slaughtered. They 
are a destructive power that threatens the world. And then 
the power of the terrorist ideologies. Violence is done ap-

parently in the name of God, but this is not God: these are 
false divinities that must be unmasked, that are not God. 
And then drugs, this power that, like a ravenous beast, 
stretches its hands over all parts of the earth and de-
stroys: it is a divinity, but a false divinity, which must fall. 
Or even the way of life promoted by public opinion: today 
it's done this way, marriage doesn't matter anymore, 
chastity is no longer a virtue, and so on.

These ideologies that are so dominant that they impose 
themselves by force are divinities. And in the suffering of 
the saints, in the suffering of believers, of the Mother 
Church of which we are part, these divinities must fall, 
what is written in the letters to the Colossians and Ephe-
sians must come true: the dominations and powers fall 
and become subjects of the one Lord Jesus Christ.

This fight in which we find ourselves, this weakening of 
the gods, this fall of the false gods, who fall because they 
are not divinities but are powers that destroy the world, 
are spoken of in chapter 12 of Revelation, and with a 
mysterious image for which, it seems to me, there are 
nonetheless different fine interpretations. It is said that the 
dragon directs a great stream of water against the fleeing 
woman, to sweep her away. And it seems inevitable that 
the woman will drown in this river. But the good earth ab-
sorbs this river, and it can do no harm. I think that it is 
easy to interpret what the river stands for: it is these cur-
rents that dominate everyone, and want to eliminate the 
faith of the Church, which seems to have nowhere to 
stand before the power of these currents that impose 
themselves as the only way of thinking, the only way of 
life. And the earth that absorbs these currents is the faith 
of the simple, which does not allow itself to be swept 
away by these rivers and saves the mother and saves the 
son. This is why the psalm says, the first psalm of the 
midday hour: "The faith of the simple is true wisdom" (cf. 
Psalm 118:130). This true wisdom of simple faith, which 
does not let itself be devoured by the waters, is the power 
of the Church. And we have come back to the Marian 
mystery. 

And there is also a final expression in Psalm 81, 
"Movebuntur omnia fundamenta terrae" (Psalm 82 [81]:5), 
the foundations of the earth are shaken. We see this to-
day, with the climatic problems, how the foundations of 
the earth are threatened, but they are threatened by our 
behavior. The outer foundations are shaken because the 
inner foundations are shaken, the moral and religious 
foundations, the faith that leads to the right way of life. 
And we know that the faith is the foundation, and, without 
a doubt, the foundations of the earth cannot be shaken if 
the faith, the true wisdom, stands firm.

And then the psalm says: "Rise up, Lord, and judge the 
earth" (Psalm 82 [81]:8). So let us also say to the Lord: 

(Continued on next page)

Apocalypse
(continued from previous page)
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"Rise up in this moment, take the earth in your hands, 
protect your Church, protect humanity, protect the earth." 
And let us entrust ourselves again to the Mother of God, 
to Mary, and pray: "You, the great believer, you who have 
opened earth to heaven, help us, open the doors today as 
well, so that the truth may be triumphant, the will of God, 
which is the true good, the true salvation of the world." 
Amen.

Reflection of the Holy Father in the Course of the First 
General Congregation of the Special Assembly for the 

Middle East of the Synod Of Bishops
By His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI

Aula del Sinodo, 9 am, after the brief reading of the 
Third Hour, October 11, 2010

As Reported by Robert Moynihan, the Moynihan Report

No Longer Business As Usual
by Pope Benedict XVI,

eve of the beatification of Cardinal John 
Henry Newman

One of the Cardinal’s best-loved meditations includes the 
words, “God has created me to do him some definite ser-
vice.  He has committed some work to me which he has 
not committed to another” (Meditations on Christian Doc-
trine).

Here we see Newman’s fine Christian realism, the point at 
which faith and life inevitably intersect.  Faith is meant to 
bear fruit in the transformation of our world through the 
power of the Holy Spirit at work in the lives and activity of 
believers.

No one who looks realistically at our world today could 
think that Christians can afford to go on with business as 
usual, ignoring the profound crisis of faith which has over-
taken our society, or simply trusting that the patrimony of 
values handed down by the Christian centuries will con-
tinue to inspire and shape the future of our society.

We know that in times of crisis and upheaval God has 
raised up great saints and prophets for the renewal of the 
Church and Christian society; we trust in his providence 
and we pray for his continued guidance.

But each of us, in accordance with his or her state of life, 
is called to work for the advancement of God’s Kingdom 
by imbuing temporal life with the values of the Gospel.

Each of us has a mission, each of us is called to change 
the world, to work for a culture of life, a culture forged by 
love and respect for the dignity of each human person.

As our Lord tells us in the Gospel, our light must shine in 
the sight of all, so that, seeing our good works, they may 
give praise to our heavenly Father (cf. Mt 5:16).

www.zenit.org 18-09-2010

One of the most difficult challenges is the maintenance 
of an appropriate spirit of unity. A fellow Bishop from 
Steubenville, Ohio wrote: “Somehow we have gotten to 
understand the Church as a primarily congregationalist 
reality. I know, as a bishop, I think of myself as the pas-
tor or a congregation that covers 13 counties and con-
sists of 35,000-36,000 Catholics. Most Catholics do not 
think of themselves as belonging primarily to that con-
gregation, and they do not think of me as their primary 
pastor. So they think of their parish as the primary com-
munity and their priests as their primary pastor. So it is 
an ecclesiological issue.” He further opines: “People 
have a deep commitment, but it is not a deep commit-
ment to Christ and a deep commit-ment to the Catholic 
Church; it is a deep commitment to their parish commu-
nity.”

This is perhaps stated too strongly but there is a point 
here worthy of our consideration. Each needs to reflect 
upon how the primary commitment to Christ is mani-
fested. There is certainly no necessary conflict between 
being committed to Christ and committed to one’s parish. 
When, however, one’s commitment to “one’s own” parish 
eclipses one’s commitment to Christ and to the broader 
Church then the local commitment ceases to be a mani-
festation of unity and becomes something else alto-
gether. This in no way diminishes the affection one ought 
to have for one’s parish but it shifts the emphasis from 
seeing the parish as an end in itself as opposed to a 
means for eternal salvation.

It has even been reported to me that pastors have heard, 
“If we don’t have Mass in my church then I will not go!” 
This manifests a great commitment to the parish but very 
poor commitment to Christ.

Bishop RF Vasa, Diocese of Baker , 
The Dioscesan Chronicle, Sept 26, 2010

Apocalypse
(continued from previous page)

Were we honest we would admit that we are all citizens 
of an apostate world, a world that has abandoned God. 
For this apostasy, we are all in part responsible, but no 
more than we Christians who were meant to be the salt 
of the earth to prevent its corruption. No! It is not the bad 
dictators who made the world bad; it is bad thinking. It is, 
therefore, in the realm of ideas that we will have to re-
store the world!

Fulton Sheen, Philosophies at War

www.zenit.org
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(Continued on next page)

judgment on the eternal salvation of a soul, which judg-
ment belongs to God alone, and, therefore, they should 
be abandoned.  On the contrary, these disciplines are not 
a judgment on the eternal salvation of the soul in ques-
tion.  They are simply the acknowledgment of an objective 
truth, namely, that the public actions of the soul are in 
grave violation of the moral law, to his own grave harm 
and to the grave harm of all who are confused or led into 
error by his actions.  The Church confides every soul to 
the mercy of God, which is great beyond all our imagin-
ing, but that does not excuse her from proclaiming the 
truth of the moral law, also by applying her age-old disci-
plines, for the sake of the salvation of all.  

When a person has publicly espoused and cooperated in 
gravely sinful acts, leading many into confusion and error 
about fundamental questions of respect for human life 
and the integrity of marriage and the family, his repen-
tance of such actions must also be public.  The person in 
question bears a heavy responsibility for the grave scan-
dal which he has caused.  The responsibility is especially 
heavy for political leaders.  The repair of such scandal 
begins with the public acknowledgment of his own error 
and the public declaration of his adherence to the moral 
law.  The soul which recognizes the gravity of what he 
has done will, in fact, understand immediately the need to 
make public reparation. 

If there has always been the danger of giving scandal to 
others by public and seriously sinful actions or failures to 
act, that danger is heightened in our own time.  Because 
of the confusion about the moral law, which is found in 
public discourse, in general, and is even embodied in 
laws and judicial pronouncements, the Christian is held to 
an even higher standard of clarity in enunciating and up-
holding the moral law. 

It is particularly insidious that our society which is so pro-
foundly confused about the most basic goods also be-
lieves that scandal is a thing of the past.  One sees the 
hand of the Father of Lies at work in the disregard for the 
situation of scandal or in the ridicule and even censure of 
those who experience scandal.  Teaching about the rela-
tionship of human ecology to environmental ecology, 
Pope Benedict XVI underscores a contradiction in "the 
overall moral tenor of society," which leads us and espe-
cially our youth into serious confusion and error: "If there 
is a lack of respect for the right to life and to a natural 
death, if human conception, gestation and birth are made 
artificial, if human embryos are sacrificed to research, the 
conscience of society ends up losing the concept of hu-
man ecology and, along with it, that of environmental 
ecology.  It is contradictory to insist that future genera-
tions respect the natural environment when our educa-
tional systems and laws do not help them to respect 
themselves.  The book of nature is one and indivisible: it 

 Recognizing the responsibility of Christians and of all 
men of good will to enunciate and uphold the natural 
moral law, we also recognize the scandal which is given 
when Christians fail to uphold the moral law in public life. 
When those who profess to be Christian, at the same 
time, favor and promote policies and laws which permit 
the destruction of innocent and defenseless human life, 
and which violate the integrity of marriage and the family, 
then citizens, in general, are confused and led into error 
about the basic tenets of the moral law. In our time, there 
is a great hesitation to speak about scandal, as if, in some 
way, it is only a phenomenon among persons of small or 
unenlightened mind, and, therefore, a tool of such per-
sons to condemn others rashly and wrongly.

Certainly, there is such a thing as pharisaical scandal, 
that is, a malicious interpretation of the morally good or, at 
least, morally indifferent actions of another. The term 
comes from the supposed scandal which Our Lord Jesus 
caused to the Pharisees by, for instance, healing the man 
born blind on the Sabbath (cf. Jn 9:13-34). 

But there is also true scandal, that is, the leading of oth-
ers, by our words, actions and failures to act, into confu-
sion and error, and, therefore, into sin. Our Lord was un-
equivocal in his condemnation of those who would con-
fuse or lead others into sin by their actions and their fail-
ures to act. In teaching His disciples about temptations, 
He declared: "Temptations to sin are sure to come; but 
woe to him by whom they come! It would be better for him 
if a millstone were hung round his neck and he were cast 
into the sea, than that he should cause one of these little 
ones to sin (Lk 17:1-2).

It is clear that Our Lord taught as a primary responsibility, 
with the gravest of consequences, the avoidance of scan-
dal, namely, of any act or failure to act which could lead 
another into sin. Our Lord’s words are nothing less than 
vehement. 

To ignore the fact that Catholics in public life, for example, 
who persistently violate the moral law regarding the invio-
lability of innocent human life or the integrity of the marital 
union, lead many into confusion or even error regarding 
the most fundamental teachings of the moral law, in fact, 
contributes to the confusion and error, redounding to the 
gravest harm to our brothers and sisters, and, therefore, 
to the whole nation. The perennial discipline of the 
Church, for that reason among other reasons, has prohib-
ited the giving of Holy Communion and the granting of a 
Church funeral to those who persist, after admonition, in 
the grave violation of the moral law (Code of Canon Law, 
cann. 915; and 1184, § 1, 31).

It is said that these disciplines which the Church has con-
sistently observed down the centuries presume to pass a 

The Scandal of Disobedience to the Magisterium  
Abp Raymond Burke
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[Public opinion] approves Christ only inasmuch as Christ 
approves it. It accepts His teachings and His authority 
only inasmuch as its maxims and its opinions approve 
those teachings.

Fulton Sheen
(Continued on next page)

Lying or failing to tell the truth, however, is never a sign of 
charity.  A unity which is not founded on the truth of the 
moral law is not the unity of the Church.  The Church's 
unity is founded on speaking the truth with love.  The per-
son who experiences scandal at public actions of Catho-
lics, which are gravely contrary to the moral law, not only 
does not destroy unity but invites the Church to repair 
what is clearly a serious breach in Her life. 

Were he not to experience scandal at the public support 
of attacks on human life and the family, his conscience 
would be uninformed or dulled about the most sacred re-
alities.

+ Raymond Leo Burke  
Archbishop Emeritus of Saint Louis 

Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the 
Apostolic Signatura

WORLD PRAYER CONGRESS FOR LIFE
ISTITUTO PATRISTICO «AUGUSTINIANUM» 

Via Paolo VI, 25, 00193 ROMA 
October 9, 2010  

takes in not only the environment but also life, sexuality, 
marriage, the family, social relations: in a word, integral 
human development.  Our duties towards the environ-
ment are linked to our duties towards the human person, 
considered in himself and in relation to others.  It would 
be wrong to uphold one set of duties while trampling on 
the other (Caritas in veritate, no. 51).  

One of the ironies of the present situation is that the per-
son who experiences scandal at the gravely sinful public 
actions of a fellow Catholic is accused of a lack of charity 
and of causing division within the unity of the Church.  In 
a society whose thinking is governed by the "dictatorship 
of relativism" and in which political correctness and hu-
man respect are the ultimate criteria of what is to be done 
and what is to be avoided, the notion of leading someone 
into moral error makes little sense. What causes wonder-
ment in such a society is the fact that someone fails to 
observe political correctness and, thereby, seems to be 
disruptive of the so-called peace of society. 

Scandal
(continued from previous page)

Living within the Truth: Religious Liberty and 
Catholic Mission in the New Order of the World 

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.

Relativism is now the civil religion and public philosophy 
of the West. Again, the arguments made for this viewpoint 
can seem persuasive. Given the pluralism of the modern 
world, it might seem to make sense that society should 
want to affirm that no one individual or group has a mo-
nopoly on truth; that what one person considers to be 
good and desirable another may not; and that all cultures 
and religions should be respected as equally valid.

In practice, however, we see that without a belief in fixed 
moral principles and transcendent truths, our political in-
stitutions and language become instruments in the ser-
vice of a new barbarism. In the name of tolerance we 
come to tolerate the cruelest intolerance; respect for other 
cultures comes to dictate disparagement of our own; the 
teaching of “live and let live” justifies the strong living at 
the expense of the weak.

This diagnosis helps us understand one of the founda-
tional injustices in the West today – the crime of abortion.

I realize that the abortion license is a matter of current law 
in almost every nation in the West. In some cases, this 
license reflects the will of the majority and is enforced 
through legal and democratic means. And I’m aware that 
many people, even in the Church, find it strange that we 
Catholics in America still make the sanctity of unborn life 
so central to our public witness.

Let me tell you why I believe abortion is the crucial issue 
of our age.

First, because abortion, too, is about living within the 
truth. The right to life is the foundation of every other hu-
man right. If that right is not inviolate, then no right can be 
guaranteed.

Or to put it more bluntly: Homicide is homicide, no matter 
how small the victim.

Here’s another truth that many persons in the Church 
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The attacks on the Pope and the Church come not only 
from without. [...] The greatest persecution of the Church 
comes not from her enemies without, but arises from sin 
within the Church, and the Church thus has a deep need 
to relearn penance, to accept purification.

Benedict XVI, Fatima, April 11

It is easier to demonstrate for the rights and freedom of 
one’s own group than to practice in everyday life the dis-
cipline of freedom and the patience of love for those who 
suffer, or to bind oneself for all of life to such service with 
the sacrifice of the greater part of one’s individual free-
doms. It is astonishing that the desire to serve has been 
visibly and decisively weakened in the Church too: reli-
gious communities, dedicated to the care of the sick and 
elderly, attract hardly any new vocations. The preference 
is to engage in more ambitious "pastoral" ministries. But 
what is really more "pastoral" than an unpretentious life 
lived in service to those who are suffering?

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, 1988, Cambridge

That is where we are heading in the West today. And 
we’ve been there before. Slovaks and many other central 
and eastern Europeans have lived through it.

I suggested earlier that the Church’s religious liberty is 
under assault today in ways not seen since the Nazi and 
Communist eras. I believe we are now in the position to 
better understand why.

Writing in the 1960s, Richard Weaver, an American 
scholar and social philosopher, said: “I am absolutely con-
vinced that relativism must eventually lead to a regime of 
force.” 6

He was right. There is a kind of “inner logic” that leads 
relativism to repression.

This explains the paradox of how Western societies can 
preach tolerance and diversity while aggressively under-
mining and penalizing Catholic life. The dogma of toler-
ance cannot tolerate the Church’s belief that some ideas 
and behaviors should not be tolerated because they dehuman-
ize us. The dogma that all truths are relative cannot allow the 
thought that some truths might not be.

The Catholic beliefs that most deeply irritate the orthodox-
ies of the West are those concerning abortion, sexuality 
and the marriage of man and woman. This is no accident. 
These Christian beliefs express the truth about human 
fertility, meaning and destiny.

These truths are subversive in a world that would have us 
believe that God is not necessary and that human life has 
no inherent nature or purpose. Thus the Church must be 
punished because, despite all the sins and weaknesses 
of her people, she is still the bride of Jesus Christ; still a 
source of beauty, meaning and hope that refuses to die –
and still the most compelling and dangerous heretic of the 
world’s new order.

© Archdiocese of Denver 
(link)

have not yet fully reckoned: The defense of newborn and 
preborn life has been a central element of Catholic iden-
tity since the Apostolic Age.

I’ll say that again: From the earliest days of the Church, to 
be Catholic has meant refusing in any way to participate 
in the crime of abortion – either by seeking an abortion, 
performing one, or making this crime possible through 
actions or inactions in the political or judicial realm. More 
than that, being Catholic has meant crying out against all 
that offends the sanctity and dignity of life as it has been 
revealed by Jesus Christ.

The evidence can be found in the earliest documents of 
Church history. In our day – when the sanctity of life is 
threatened not only by abortion, infanticide and euthana-
sia, but also by embryonic research and eugenic tempta-
tions to eliminate the weak, the disabled and the infirm 
elderly – this aspect of Catholic identity becomes even 
more vital to our discipleship. 

My point in mentioning abortion is this: Its widespread 
acceptance in the West shows us that without a ground-
ing in God or a higher truth, our democratic institutions 
can very easily become weapons against our own human 
dignity.

Our most cherished values cannot be defended by reason 
alone, or simply for their own sake. They have no self-
sustaining or “internal” justification.

There is no inherently logical or utilitarian reason why so-
ciety should respect the rights of the human person. 
There is even less reason for recognizing the rights of 
those whose lives impose burdens on others, as is the 
case with the child in the womb, the terminally ill, or the 
physically or mentally disabled.

If human rights do not come from God, then they devolve 
to the arbitrary conventions of men and women. The state 
exists to defend the rights of man and to promote his 
flourishing. The state can never be the source of those 
rights. When the state arrogates to itself that power, even 
a democracy can become totalitarian.

What is legalized abortion but a form of intimate violence 
that clothes itself in democracy? The will to power of the 
strong is given the force of law to kill the weak.

Living with the Truth
(Continued from previous page)

http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/persecution/pch0257.htm
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health insurance – all of these debates occur in the halls 
of our state Capitol in Albany.

We set forth below potential questions for candidates on a 
variety of critical issues, and we urge you to learn where 
all the candidates for every office stand with each critical 
issue. This list is by no means exhaustive, but our hope is 
that it serves as a valuable tool in forming your con-
sciences as you make your decisions in the voting booth 
as Catholic faithful citizens.

While we as the Bishops of New York State cannot and 
do not endorse candidates for office, we encourage you 
to properly form your conscience by reflecting on the 
moral and social teachings of our Church and we strongly 
urge you to vote on Election Day. For when you vote, you 
are exercising your cherished right and your solemn duty 
as Americans and as Catholics.

Important Questions for Political Candidates

The Right to Life

Do you agree with the need to overturn the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade, which struck down all 
state laws criminalizing abortion and established a 
woman’s “right” to abort her unborn child in the womb?

Do you oppose the state’s “Reproductive Health Act” or 
the federal “Freedom of Choice Act” which both go be-
yond Roe v. Wade, guaranteeing a fundamental right to 
abortion with no restrictions or regulations?

Do you support a ban on physician-assisted suicide?

Do you oppose government funding for human embryonic 
stem cell research?

Do you oppose the death penalty?

Do you oppose using taxpayer money to fund abortions?

Our Cherished Right, Our Solemn Duty
The Catholic Bishops of New York State

We Catholics are called to look at politics as we are called 
to look at everything – through the lens of our faith. While 
we are free to join any political party that we choose or 
none at all, we must be cautious when we vote not to be 
guided solely by party loyalty or by self interest. Rather, 
we should be guided in evaluating the important issues 
facing our state and nation by the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the teachings of His Church.

Our national and state elected officials have profound in-
fluence on countless matters of great importance, such as 
the right to life, issues of war and peace, the education of 
children and how we treat the poor and vulnerable. We 
must look at all of these issues as we form our con-
sciences in preparation for Election Day.

Unfortunately, it is the rare candidate who will agree with 
the Church on every issue. But as the U.S. Bishops’ most 
recent document Forming Consciences for Faithful Citi-
zenship (www.faithfulcitizenship.org) makes clear, not 
every issue is of equal moral gravity. The inalienable right 
to life of every innocent human person outweighs other 
concerns where Catholics may use prudential judgment, 
such as how best to meet the needs of the poor or to in-
crease access to health care for all.

The right to life is the right through which all others flow. 
To the extent candidates reject this fundamental right by 
supporting an objective evil, such as legal abortion, 
euthanasia or embryonic stem cell research, Catholics 
should consider them less acceptable for public office. As 
Faithful Citizenship teaches, “Those who knowingly, will-
ingly, and directly support public policies or legislation that 
undermine fundamental moral principles cooperate with 
evil.”

These are complex times, so our task is not light. It is of-
ten difficult to get a good grasp on the positions of incum-
bent congressional representatives and state legislators, 
not to mention their challengers. News accounts of posi-
tions are hard to come by, and voting records on impor-
tant issues are often lacking. So the task of doing due 
diligence can be truly challenging. Yet our state is facing 
many critical issues which are of vital concern to faithful 
Catholics. Thus it is absolutely necessary for good citi-
zens to take a careful look at every candidate and to vote 
accordingly for the better candidates. You can find all of 
the candidates for elected office at the New York State 
Catholic Conference Web site (www.nyscatholic.org).

Many of the most compelling moral issues of the day play 
out at the state level. Commonsense restrictions on abor-
tion, whether or not to employ the death penalty, issues 
related to same-sex “marriage” and civil unions, parental 
rights in education, programs to serve the poor, access to 

www.faithfulcitizenship.org)
www.nyscatholic.org).
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Parental Rights in Education

Do you support the right of all parents – especially poor 
parents – to be provided with the means (such as educa-
tion tax credits) to choose the most appropriate school for 
their child, including a religious or independent school?

Do you support restoring full state reimbursement on 
mandates in religious and independent schools?

Protecting Marriage

Do you support maintaining the historic understanding of 
marriage as only between a man and a woman?

Immigration Reform

Do you support immigration reform that regularizes the 
situation for undocumented immigrants already in this 
country?

Do you oppose punishing charitable organizations that 
provide social services to undocumented persons?

Access to Health Care

Do you support legislative action to provide access to 
health care for needy New Yorkers?

Protecting the Poor

Do you support the Farmworkers Fair Labor Practices Act 

that would grant farm workers certain rights available to 
all other New York workers, such as the right to overtime 
pay, collective bargaining and a day of rest?

Do you support an increase in the Earned Income Tax 
Credit and the Child Tax Credit, available as refunds to 
families with the greatest need?

Religious Liberty

Do you support the right of faith-based health and human 
service providers to offer services to the community in 
accord with their religious beliefs?

Do you support the right of faith-based health and human 
service providers to make employment and employee 
benefits decisions in accord with their religious beliefs?

A Time to Act

As religious leaders, we urge you to exercise your right 
and solemn duty to vote on Election Day.

+Timothy M. Dolan, Archbishop of New York
+Howard J. Hubbard, Bishop of Albany
+Nicholas DiMarzio, Bishop of Brooklyn
+Edward U. Kmiec, Bishop of Buffalo
+Terry R. LaValley, Bishop of Ogdensburg
+Robert J. Cunningham, Bishop of Syracuse
+Matthew H. Clark, Bishop of Rochester
+William F. Murphy, Bishop of Rockville Centre

This past Sunday, the Cathedral of St. Matthew in Wash-
ington D.C. was the setting for just such a proclamation. 
Our brother, Dominican Friar Archbishop Augustine Di-
Noia, O.P., was the homilist for the 57th annual “Red 
Mass,” which marked the start of the new U.S. Supreme 
Court term. During his homily, he stood before Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden and five of the nine Supreme Court jus-
tices and preached the truth of Jesus Christ to a political 
establishment that has been steadily losing its sense of 
God and morality.

Archbishop DiNoia, a Bronx-born Dominican theologian 
who has served in the Vatican since 2002, reminded 
some of the most powerful men and women in our coun-
try that:

"The tragic history of the last century -- as John Paul II 
and Benedict XVI unceasingly reminded us -- demon-

Preaching the Truth at The Red Mass
Very Rev. D. Dominic Izzo, O.P.

Right and Duty
(Continued from previous page)

strates that the eclipse of God leads not to greater hu-
man liberation but to the most dire human peril. That 
innocent human life is now so broadly under threat has 
seemed to many of us one of the many signs of this 
growing peril."

Speaking the truth – with charity – on such an occasion is 
not unusual for a Dominican Friar. Ever since St. Dominic 
founded the Order of Preachers in the thirteenth century 
to combat the Albigensian heresy, Dominicans have con-
fronted every crisis in every age, fighting on behalf of the 
Church and humanity, against error and various “cultures 
of death.” Let us pray that the seeds of truth planted by 
Archbishop DiNoia in his homily will take root and bear 
fruit in the hearts of our country’s political leaders.

Very Rev. D. Dominic Izzo, O.P.
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MYSTERIES OF THE VIRGIN MARY
Living our Lady's Graces

Fr. Peter John Cameron, O.P. 

You may wonder why the Church celebrates so many 
feasts in honor of Mary throughout the year. You may 
also wonder what meaning they have for your own life. 
Fr. Peter John Cameron considers some of the major 
"mysteries" associated with the Mother of God not only 
to help you better understand these feasts, but also to 
help you see that Mary is always at hand, ready to help 
you become who you are meant to be. She stands in 
solidarity with you so that you might stand in solidarity 
with her Son, living your life to the fullest. 

This handy guide to the Church Marian feasts offers re-
flections to encourage meditation on the 13 principal 
Marian mysteries celebrated by the Church. Chapters 
unfold according to the chronology of Mary's life, starting 
with the Immaculate Conception and including, for exam-
ple, her birthday, the Annunciation, the Visitation, her 
sorrows, etc. 

Fr. Peter John Cameron is the editor-in-chief of the 
American edition of Magnificat, a "lavishly printed, easy-
to-read pocket-sized worship aid". Fr. Cameron is also 
the founder and artistic director of Blackfriars Repertory 
Theatre in New York City. 

This book can be purchased through the Friars Book-
shop via Amazon.com. 

His father was renowned in Hampshire as a confessor for 
the faith, and Swithin himself kindly, pleasant, courteous, 
generous, brave, a leader in every kind of field and manly 
sport was an example of a Catholic country gentleman. 
Much of his diversions he gave up, however, to train 
youths in the faith and learning, who thus became 
staunch Catholics. Apprehended and condemned for hav-
ing had Mass said in his house, he was led out to die with 
his wife, sentenced for the same offence. She was how-
ever remanded, and after ten years in Newgate of fasting, 
watching, and prayer, she died in 1602. On Swithin's way 
to the scaffold, which was erected opposite his own door, 
meeting an old friend he said: "Farewell all hawking and 
hunting and old pastimes; I am now going a better way." 
The butchery of Father Genings before his eyes only has-
tened his own desire to die. "Dispatch," said he; "Mr. Top-
cliffe, dispatch; are you not ashamed to let an old man 
stand here so long in his shirt in the cold. I pray God 
make you of a Saul a Paul, of a persecutor a Catholic pro-
fessor." And in such-like speeches, full of Christian char-
ity, piety, and courage, he happily ended his course, De-
cember 10, 1591.

"He began to be mighty on the earth, and he was a stout 
hunter before the Lord." GEN. x. 8, 9.

A Mighty Hunter
Ven. Swithin Wells, Layman 1591

http://astore.amazon.com/saintjoseph-20/detail/0867169257
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CHRISTMAS is the season in which eyes and hearts are 
drawn in memory and in love to a Babe who was born in a 
cave under the floor of the world, the Babe whose birth 
shook the world to its very foundations. It is the hour of 
the stupendous mystery of Omnipotence wrapped in 
swaddling bands and laid in a manger. Divinity is always 
where the world least expects to find it. No one in the 
world ever would have thought that He who threw the 
fiery ball of the sun into the heavens, would one day be 
warmed by the breath of oxen. No one in the world would 
ever have suspected that hands which could tumble plan-
ets and worlds into space, would one day be smaller than 
the huge heads of the cattle. No one in the world would 
ever have thought that He who could make for Himself a 
canopy of stars would one day be covered by the roof of a 
stable. And yet such are the ways of God. In order to con-
found the power of the world He comes in the weakness 
of a child, and in order to set at naught its pride, He 
makes His bed in straw. He made the world as His Home, 
and then on the first Christmas Day He decided to come 
into it, but the world received Him not, and thus the story 
of Christmas is the story of a God who was homeless at 
Home.

But while we pay this primary act of adoration to the God 
who brought heaven to earth, there is danger that some 
of us may forget just how the Child came into the world: in 
fact, certain modern forms of Christianity speak of the 
Babe but never a word about the Mother of the Babe. The 
Babe of Bethlehem did not fall from the heavens into a 
bed of straw, but came into this world through the great 
portals of the flesh. Sons are inseparable from mothers, 
and mothers inseparable from sons. Just as you cannot 
go to a statue of a mother holding a babe, and cut away 
the mother, leaving the babe suspended in mid-air, nei-
ther can you cleave away the Mother from the Babe of 
Bethlehem. He was not suspended mid-air in history , but 
like all other babes, came into the world by and through 
His mother. While we adore the Child, should we not then 
venerate His Mother, and while we kneel to Jesus, should 
we not at least clasp the hand of Mary for giving us such 
a Savior? There is a grave danger that, lest in celebrating 
a Christmas without the Mother, we may soon reach a 
point where we will celebrate Christmas without the Babe, 
and these days are upon us now. And what an absurdity 
that would be; for, just as there can never be a Christmas 
without a Christ, so there can never be a Christ without a 
Mary.

Pull aside the curtain of the past, and under the light of 
Revelation discover the role and interpret the part that 
Mary plays in the great Drama of Redemption!

Almighty God never launches a great work without ex-
ceeding preparation. The two greatest works of God are 
the Creation of the first man, Adam, and the Incarnation 

of the Son of God, the new Adam, Jesus Christ. But nei-
ther of these was accomplished without characteristic Di-
vine preparation.

God did not make the masterpiece of creation, which was 
man, on the very first day, but deferred it until He had la-
bored for six days in ornamenting the universe. From no 
material thing, but only by the fiat of His Will, Omnipo-
tence moved and said to Nothingness, "Be"; and lo and 
behold spheres fell into their orbits passing one another in 
beautiful harmony without ever a hitch or a halt. Then 
came the living things: the herbs hearing fruit as uncon-
scious tribute to their Maker; the trees, with their leafy 
arms outstretched all day in prayer; and the flowers open-
ing the chalice of their perfumes to their Creator. With the 
labor that was never exhausting, God then made the sen-
sitive creatures to roam about, either in the watery pal-
aces of the depths, or on wings, to fly through trackless 
space, or else as unwinged to roam the fields in search of 
their repast and natural happiness. But all of this beauty, 
which has inspired the song of poets and the tracings of 
artists, was not in the Divine Mind sufficiently beautiful for 
the creature whom God would make the lord and master 
of the universe. He would do one thing more: He would 
set apart as a choice garden, a small portion of His crea-
tion, beautify it with four rivers flowing through lands rich 
with gold onyx, permit to roam in it the beasts of the field 
as domestics of that garden, in order to make it a para-
dise of the most intense happiness and pleasure possible 
to earth. When finally that Eden was made
beautiful, as only God knows how to make things beauti-
ful, He launched further the masterpiece of His creation, 
which was the first man, and in that paradise of pleasure 
was celebrated the first nuptials of humanity-the union of 
flesh and flesh of the first man and woman, Adam and 
Eve.

Now if God so prepared for His first great work which was 
man, by making the Paradise of Creation, it was even 
more fitting that before sending His Son to redeem the 
world, He should prepare for Him a Paradise of the Incar-
nation. And for four thousand years He prepared it by 
symbols and then prophecies. In the language of types 
He prepared human minds for some understanding of 
what this new Paradise would be. The burning bush of 
Moses inundated with the glory of God, and conserving in 
the midst of its flame the freshness of its verdure and the 
perfume of its flowers, was a symbol of a new Paradise 
conserving in the honor of its maternity the very perfume 
of virginity. The rod of Aaron flourishing in the solitude of 
the temple while isolated from the world by silence and 
retreat, was a symbol of that Paradise which, in a place of 
retirement and isolation from the world, would engender 
the very flower of the human race. The Ark of alliance, 
where the tables of the law were conserved, was a sym-

(Continued on next page)

Mother and Babe
Fulton Sheen
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bol of the new Paradise in which the Law in the Person of 
Christ would take Up His very residence.

God prepared for that Paradise, not only by symbols, but 
also by prophecies. Even in that dread day when an angel 
with a flaming sword was stationed in the first garden in 
creation, a prophecy was made that the serpent would not 
eventually conquer, but that a Woman would crush its 
head. Later on Isaias and Jeremias hailed that holy Para-
dise as one which would encircle a man.

But prophets and symbols were a too distant preparation. 
God would labor still more on His Paradise. He would 
make a Paradise not overrun with weeds and thistles, but 
blooming with every flower of virtue; a Paradise at the 
portals of which sin had never knocked, nor against the 
gates of which infidelity would never dare to storm; a 
Paradise from which would flow not four rivers through 
lands rich with gold and onyx, but four oceans of grace to 
the four corners of the world; a Paradise destined to bring 
forth the Tree of Life, and therefore, full of life and grace 
itself ; a Paradise in which was to be tabernacled Purity 
itself, and therefore one immaculately pure; a Paradise so 
beautiful and sublime that the Heavenly Father would not 
have to blush in sending His Son into it. That Paradise of 
the Incarnation to be gardenered by the Adam new, that 
flesh-girt Paradise in which there were to be celebrated 
the nuptials, not of man and woman, but of humanity and 
divinity, is Our Own Beloved Mary , Mother of Our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

And thus, as we gather about the crib of Bethlehem, we 
somehow feel that we are in the presence of a new Para-
dise of Beauty and Love and Innocence, and the name of 
that Paradise is Mary .God labored for six days and pro-
duced Eden for the first Adam; now He labored anew, and 
produced the new Eden, Mary, for the new Adam, Christ. 
And if we could have been there , in that stable on that 
first Christmas night, we might have seen that Paradise of 
the Incarnation, but we should not be able to recollect 
whether her face was beautiful or not, nor should we be 
able to recall any of her features, for what would have 
impressed us, and made us forget all else, would have 
been the lovely sinless soul that shone through her eyes 
like two celestial suns, that spoke in her mouth which only 
breathed in prayer, the soul that was heard in her voice, 
which was like the hushed song of the angels. If we could 
have stood before that Paradise we would have less 
peered at it, as into it, for what would have impressed us 
would not have been any external quality, though such 
would have been ravishing, but rather the qualities of her 
soul-her simplicity, innocence, humility, and above all, her 
purity. So completely would all these qualities have pos-
sessed our soul, like so much divine music, that our first 
thought would have been, "Oh! So beautiful," and our 
second thought would have been, "Oh! What hateful crea-
tures we are."

Tell me why should not that Paradise of the Incarnation 
be spotless and pure ? Why should she not be- immacu-
late and stainless? Just suppose that you could have pre-
existed your own mother, in much the same way that an 
artist preexists his painting. Furthermore, suppose that 
you had an infinite power to make your mother anything 
that you pleased, just as a great artist like Raphael has 
the power of realizing his artistic ideals. Suppose you had 
this double power, what kind of mother would you have 
made for yourself? Would you have made her of such a 
type that would make you blush because of her unwom-
anly and unmotherlike actions? Would you have in any 
way stained and soiled her with the selfishness that would 
make her unattractive not only to you, but to your fellow-
man? Would you have made her exteriorly and interiorly 
of such a character as to make you ashamed of her, or 
would you have made her, so far as human beauty goes, 
the most beautiful woman in the world; and so far as 
beauty of soul goes, one who would radiate every virtue, 
every manner of kindness and charity and loveliness; one 
who by the purity of her life and her mind and her heart 
would be an inspiration not only to you, but even to your 
fellow-men, so that all would look up to her as the very 
incarnation of what is best in motherhood? Now, if you 
who are an imperfect being and who have not the most 
delicate conception of all that is fine in life, would have 
wished for the loveliest of mothers, do you think that our 
Blessed Lord, who not only preexisted His own mother, 
but who had an infinite power to make her just what He 
chose, would, in virtue of all of the infinite delicacy of His 
spirit make her any less pure and loving and beautiful 
than you would have made your own mother? If you who 
hate selfishness, would have made her selfless, and you 
who hate ugliness, would have made her beautiful, do. 
you not think that the Son of God who hates sin would 
have made His own mother sinless, and He who hates 
moral ugliness, would have made her immaculately beau-
tiful?

I plead, therefore, for a Christmas in which the Babe is 
not an Orphan, but a Child of Mary; I plead for a religion 
which breathes respect for Motherhood, and vibrates with 
a love for that Mother, above all mothers, who brought 
Our Savior into the world. If there is any man or woman 
looking for a test as to what constitutes the divine religion 
on this earth, let him. .apply the same test he would to the 
judgment of a man. If you ever want to know the real 
qualities of a man, judge him not by his attitude to the 
world of commerce, his outlook on business, his kindness 
and his genteel manners, but judge him rather by his atti-
tude to his own mother. If you want to know the quality of 
a religion, judge it exactly the same way, that is, not by 
the way it seeks to please men, but rather by. the attitude 
that it bears to the Mother of Our Blessed Lord. If you find 
a religion which never speaks of that Woman who gave 
us our Redeemer; a religion which in its liturgy and its 

Mother and Babe
(Continued from previous page)

(Continued on next page)
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devotions, is silent about that most beautiful of women; 
and in its history has even broken her images and stat-
ues, then there certainly must be something wanting to 
the truth of that religion, and let me add, even to its hu-
manity.

Our Blessed Lord could hardly be expected to look with 
favor on those who forgot His Mother, who nourished Him 
as a Babe, carried Him into Egypt, caressed Him as a 
Child, and stood at the bedside of the Cross when, with 
almost His last breath, He tenderly called her "Mother." 
Really one of the great inconsistencies of the modern 
world is its sentimental and almost commercial attach-
ment to "Mother's Day," and its complete forgetfulness of 
the Mother of mothers, the Mother of Our Lord, and the 
Mother of men, without whom all motherhood lacks a 
Christian ideal. I can understand why a man should love 
his mother, but I cannot understand why a man who calls 
himself a Christian and a follower of Christ should not 
have a very deep and intense love for His own Mother. I 
repeat, therefore, that a quick test for the divinity of any 
religion is its outlook on the motherhood of Christ. And if 
you want to know just how intense and deep and loyal our 
love is to that sweet Mother, then place your hands over 
our heart.

Christmas takes on a new meaning when the Mother is 
seen with the Babe. In fact, the heavens and the earth 
seem almost to exchange places. Years and years ago, 
aye! Centuries ago, we used to think of heaven as "way 
up there." Then one day, the God of heavens came to this 
earth, and at that hour when Mary held the Babe in her 
arms, it became true to say that with her we now "look 
down" to Heaven. In these days when Mother is sepa-
rated from her Child, which is Birth Control, and a hus-
band is separated from his wife, which is Divorce, we 
plead for the return of the Ideal Mother and we address 
her:

With our forlorn and cheerless condition, Sweet Queen, 
we pray thee, give us patience and endurance. When our 
spirit is exalted or depressed, when it loses its balance, 
when it is restless or wayward, when it is sick of what it 
has and hankers after what it has not, when our mortal 
frame trembles under the shadow of the tempter, we shall 
call on Thee, and ask Thee to bring us back to ourselves, 
for Thou art the cool breath of the immaculate, the fra-
grance of the rose of Sharon – Thou art the Paradise of 
the Incarnation – Thou art Our Queen – Our Mother – Our 
Immaculate Mother, and we love Thee!

- Fulton Sheen, Moods and Truths, 1932

Mother and Babe
(Continued from previous page)
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A Dominican Soul is a 
soul of light whose rapt 
gaze dwells in the inac-
cessible splendor wherein 
God conceals Himself. It 
lives with Him by faith, is 
in the company of the 
Three Divine Persons, a 
true child of God, adopted 
through grace into the 
very Family of the Trinity. 
The invisible world be-
comes familiar to it; it pur-
sues its way on earth in 
intimacy with Christ, the 
Blessed Mother and the 
saints. It perceives every-
thing in the radiance of 
God. 

But it does not jealously guard its faith for itself. It longs to 
bear the torch of faith everywhere on land and sea, in 
every country, to the ends of the earth. This soul belongs 
to that race of apostles who have been prophetically des-
ignated by the Church from their earliest days as champi-
ons of the faith and true lights of the world: "pugiles fidei 
et vera mundi lumina." We have here the key to the whole 
Dominican vocation: to live, defend and propagate the 
faith in the atmosphere of the Church. The Dominican 
soul, looking beyond the activity of secondary causes, 
judges men and things only in the light of God. 

To realize this sublime mission, the Dominican soul must 
be a soul of silence. According to the traditional axiom, 
the word of the Preacher must flow from a soul of silence: 
Silentium, pater Praedicatorum. A Dominican soul which 
does not love long hours of solitude and recollection de-
ceives itself about the spiritual fruits of its action. It must 
mix with the crowd to act, but it must know how to sepa-
rate itself from it for thought and prayer. St. Dominic was 
a man of tremendous silence. St. Thomas Aquinas' fel-
low-pupils called him the "dumb ox of Sicily." Piere Lacor-
daire prepared his brilliant conferences for Notre Dame in 
Paris with long vigils of reflection and intimate union with 
God. The spiritual depth of a soul is measured by its ca-
pacity for silence. 

A Dominican soul is a virginal soul, detached from all 
evil. It dwells in complete union with God. All our Domini-
can saints carry a lily in their hands. They are virgins, 
pure, free from inordinate affections. They walk in the 
midst of people in accord with St. Dominic's deathbed 
admonition-in the conquering raiment of their translucent 
purity. Purity is a characteristic note of the Order of light 
and truth. 

A Dominican soul in its 
sublimest activity is a con-
templative soul. It dwells on 
the heights in the unalloyed 
splendor of God. Its gaze 
becomes identified through 
the light of the Word with the 
wisdom of God. Solitude, 
penance, prayer, a life of 
study, of silence, of action, all 
contribute to the formation of 
a sense of the divine reality, 
of the "one thing necessary" 
from which nothing, abso-
lutely nothing, should distract 
it, much less deter it. Its pur-
pose is to direct everything 
straight to God as quickly 
and as completely as possi-

ble. Its existence among men should be nothing else than 
a prolonged gaze of love toward God alone. It is in con-
templative silence that a Dominican soul finds the fullness 
of God. 

The Dominican soul is a soul of prayer and praise. 
The spirit of prayer is the normal climate, the completely 
divine atmosphere in which the contemplative soul 
breathes. It sees nothing but God. No matter how distract-
ing surrounding creatures become, it rises above them, 
invulnerable to their empty fascination, impervious to their 
tempting and seductive appeal. But it does hear their 
cries of distress, their desperate pleas; then, silent with 
profound compassion, it turns, suppliant, toward the God 
of all light and goodness, to obtain the truth which sets 
men free and the pardon which brings salvation. Follow-
ing the example of St. Dominic, whose loud cries used to 
startle the brethren at night, the ardent and apostolic 
prayer of the Dominican soul must become a redemptive 
cry, accompanied, as was that of Jesus at Gethsemani, 
by tears and a sweat of blood. Here lies hidden the real 
secret of the many fruitful lives of our missionaries, of our 
contemplative nuns, of the many Dominican vocations in 
the cloister and in the world, silent and crucified, but infi-
nitely powerful in behalf of Christ's Mystical Body. Domini-
can prayer, the daughter of redemptive charity, is lifted 
toward the God of the Order night and day. O, Lord, what 
is to become of these poor sinners? Following the exam-
ple of Christ Crucified, a Dominican soul saves more 
souls by its contemplative and co-redeeming prayer than 
by words or by dint of action. All our saints were people of 
continual prayer and immolation. Prayer was the all-
powerful lever which helped them lift the universe to God. 

But in Dominican prayer, the first place belongs to praise. 
"Praise God, exalt Him, bless Him and preach Him every-

The Dominican Soul 
by M.M. Philipon, O.P., translated by Abp. Cajetan Kelly, O.P. 
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where,"-this is the purpose of the Order and its unique 
ambition: laudare, benedicere, praedicare. The Domini-
can soul is theocentric; in every thing it aims at the pri-
macy of God: 

 the primacy of the First Cause in all the attainments 
of our spiritual lives

 the primacy of honor and of effective direction for 
theological wisdom over the study of profane sci-
ences

 the primacy of choral life, of the Opus Dei, in the 
hierarchy of monastic observances and among our 
means of sanctification

 the primacy of the Word of God over human rhetoric 
in an office of preaching which must always be es-
sentially evangelical and supernatural

 the primacy of God in all things

The Dominican soul finds its joy in proclaiming and sing-
ing the supreme grandeur of Him alone Who is. 

A Dominican soul is an apostolic soul which is hin-
dered by nothing when the glory of God and the spiritual 
good of souls is at stake. The vows of religion, monastic 
observances, study, prayer and community life all con-
verge to give the Dominican life the maximum of apostolic 
efficacy. Setting aside secondary tasks and material pre-
occupations, the Friar Preacher dedicates himself wholly 
and directly to the salvation of souls, following the exam-
ple of the first Apostles who left behind absorbing eco-
nomic cares to consecrate themselves to "prayer and the 
Word of God." Whatever is doctrinal is ours; when the 
faith is endangered, the Dominican soul is aroused and 
enters the fray for Christ. Not without reason did St. Peter 
and St. Paul appear to St. Dominic. In the history of the 
Church, the redemptive mission of the Order is a prolon-
gation of the vocation of those two great Apostles of 
Christ: announcing to all men the Gospel of salvation. All 
the means of spreading divine Truth must become ours: 
press, radio, films, television. The Order is present in full 
vigor at these command posts of the human universe, to 
pursue its mission of truth. A Dominican soul is not regi-
mented, it is not disturbed by progress, nor does it find 
new techniques disconcerting; rather, it marshals these 
into the service of the liberating truth which is Love. So it 
is that the Order through the centuries has preserved its 
youth and its creative spirit, ready to answer redemption's 
every appeal. 

The Dominican soul is strong, with the very power of 
God. Because it is certain of the redemptive power of the 
Cross, it has the initiative in the midst of a confused and 
despairing world to undertake great enterprises, the gen-
ius to create institutions capable of adapting themselves 
to meet the demands of an ecclesiastical apostolate 

(Continued on next page)

which is constantly being renewed and adjusted. With 
faith and tenacity, it relentlessly perseveres in its works of 
salvation. "The desperate hours are the hours of God," 
and often, in a moment, Providence miraculously inter-
venes and saves all. The Dominican soul advances in the 
midst of the difficulties of life, serene and confident, 
buoyed up by the Immutable Force of God. 

While engaged in the difficult combats of the Church Mili-
tant, the Dominican soul remains joyful. "The religion of 
thy Father Dominic," said God to St. Catherine of Siena, 
"is joyful and lightsome." Above the trials of redemption, 
joy pervades the Dominican soul, the inadmissible joy of 
God. The secret of this Dominican joy lies in the peaceful 
certitude that God is infinitely happy in the society of the 
Three Divine Persons, even if men refuse to know Him 
and receive Him. At the summit of the souls of the saints, 
joy always flourished together with an unalterable peace. 
God is God, and what possible difference can anything 
else make? The joy of a soul is measured by its love. The 
Apostles went away joyful because they had been judged 
worthy to suffer for Christ, Whom they loved above every-
thing else. On the roads of Languedoc, the sharper the 
rocks became, the more St. Dominic sang. Raised up by 
the same spirit of heroic strength fortified with love, the 
Dominican soul remains fixed in an ever-singing joy. 

The Dominican soul is a daughter of the Church, al-
ways ready to obey the Pope and the directives of the 
hierarchy and to place itself at the service of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. It cherishes the memory of the symbolic 
vision of Pope Innocent III, who perceived St. Dominic 
supporting the columns of the Church of the Lateran, the 
mother-church of Catholicism. "Thou art Peter and upon 
this rock, I will build my Church." "Whoever hears you, 
hears me; whoever spurns you, spurns me," the Lord Je-
sus had forcefully asserted. The Dominican soul does not 
hesitate. He who hears the Pope, hears Christ; the au-
thority of God speaks through the bishops and all reli-
gious superiors. St. Catherine of Siena called the Pope 
the "gentle Christ of this earth." Her filial docility toward 
the hierarchy made her to an eminent degree a true 
daughter of the Church and defender of the Papacy. Thus 
she became after her death the secondary patron of 
Rome and by her protection shelters Catholic Action 
throughout the world. A Dominican soul lives and dies for 
the Church of Christ. 

The Dominican soul is an imitator of the Word, singu-
larly solicitous for the glory of the Father, eager to work 
for the redemption of the world, for the "consummation of 
all men in the unity" of the Trinity. It is modeled, in all its 
interior acts, on the intimate sentiments of the Soul of 
Christ, the adorer of the Father and the Savior of souls. 
Now the Word fulfills a twofold function: 

Dominican Soul
(Continued from previous page)
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does not dream of living and dying with the Rosary in his 
or her hand? It is a universal law of the economy of salva-
tion: the more devoted a soul is to Mary, the more Chris-
tian it is. It is equally true to say that the more devoted a 
soul is to Mary, the more Dominican it is. 

Thus the Dominican life 
is a harmonious synthe-
sis which the great light 
of God illumines. Every-
thing proceeds from faith 
and is ordered to His 
glory. Fixed in God by 
love, the Dominican soul 
lives for this alone: united 
with Christ in each of its 
acts, through Him, with 
Him and in Him, it thinks 
only of glorifying the Fa-
ther by continual adora-
tion and of saving souls 
who will glorify Him eter-
nally. It lives in the 
Church, through the 

Church, for the Church, in a spirit of brotherhood with all 
men, eager to communicate to them the Truth which is 
achieved in Love. Everything is light in a Dominican soul, 
but a light which revolves on love. It meditates frequently 
on the memorable words of St. Dominic to a cleric who 
was astonished at the power of his apostolic preaching: 
My son, I have studied in the book of charity more than in 
any other; love teaches all. Redeeming and illuminating 
charity is the key to Dominican life. Not the love of knowl-
edge, but the knowledge of love. The Dominican soul is 
another Word which spirates love. Its favorite book is the 
Gospel, in which the Eternal Word speaks. 

From that divine Light, under the gentle influence of the 
same Spirit of Love, all the virtues diffuse themselves in 
the Dominican soul. Among these virtues, three shine 
forth brilliantly in the luminous raiment of faith: the cross, 
purity, love; the cross which raises us above the earth, 
purity which frees us from all that is not God, love which 
fixes us in Him. This is the harmonious synthesis of the 
ideal Dominican: the purity of a virgin, the light of a doc-
tor, and the soul of a martyr. 

When evening comes, the Virgin of the "Salve" is there to 
gather the soul of the faithful servant under her mantle. 
Initiated for all eternity into the splendors of the beatific 
vision, which supplant the obscurities of faith, with Him, 
through Him, and in Him, together with all the angels and 
saints, the Dominican soul in unison with the Spirit of 
Love, chants the glory of the Father unto eternity. 

©2010 Dominican Fathers, Province of St. Joseph.
http://www.op-stjoseph.org/blog/the_dominican_soul

Dominican Soul
(Continued from previous page)

 within the Trinity, He is the divine light, ‘Lumen de 
Lumine,' the Image and Splendor of the Father

 outside, as the Incarnate Word, He lives as the Re-
vealer par excellence of the Father and of all the 
mysteries of God

Similarly, the Dominican 
soul which receives by 
reason of its vocation the 
"office of the Word," 
dwells within itself, in a 
profound, living contem-
plation of the pure Light 
of God, keeping itself 
continually before the 
face of the Father, while 
by its apostolic activity, it 
becomes manifestive of 
the Divine Truth; it walks 
on earth among men like 
a mirror of God. 

A Dominican soul is 
divine with no desire 
but God: to know Him, love Him, serve Him and to spend 
eternity with Him in order to exalt Him ceaselessly. Every-
thing is simple in the life of a Dominican soul faithful to its 
divine vocation. It is not overcome by pitiful sights, nor by 
complicating details; it clearly sees: 

 only one horizon: God

 only one motive power: Love

 only one end: forming the whole Christ as ordained 
to the City of God.

Everything else fades from its sight. Nothing, apart from 
God, is worthy of its attention. It realizes the ideal of St. 
Dominic: ‘To speak only with God or about God,' cum Deo 
vel de Deo. Dominican saints have hewed to this line of 
divine conduct: "My daughter, think of Me," God com-
manded St. Catherine of Siena, "and for My part, I shall 
think of thee." And at the twilight of his life of immense 
labor for Christ, St. Thomas Aquinas wished for no other 
reward but God: Nothing save THEE. Nisi TE. This is the 
fundamental attitude of every Dominican soul. GOD, 
GOD, GOD. 

Finally, the Dominican soul is a Marian soul. The Pref-
ace of the feast of St. Dominic places in high relief the 
wonders of the spiritual fecundity attained through this 
intimate friendship with Mary. Under the constant guid-
ance of Mary, our holy Father renewed the apostolic form 
of life in the Church, launched intrepid champions of the 
faith into the world, and won thousands of souls for Christ. 
When dying, he left as his legacy to the Church, the Ro-
sary wherein his religious family might find the proper 
form for its devotion to Mary. Where is the Dominican who 

http://www.op-stjoseph.org/blog/the_dominican_soul
http://www.op-stjoseph.org/blog/the_dominican_soul
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So we priests change the Mass to 
suit ourselves and our parishion-
ers; we try to put smiles on every-
one's faces. I was attending a 
Mass with a friend, a Sister, and 
we were both amazed at how, dur-
ing the homily, the priest managed 
to induce a sort of coma in the con-
gregation. Sister leaned over to me 
and whispered 'Palliative care.'

Fortunately the 'puppet Gospels' 
have gone, and so have the 'rock 
Masses'. But there is still so much 

joke telling, secular music, entertaining Powerpoint pres-
entations, and 'applause' on any pretext. The rationale is: 
'If they won’t come for God they might come if we make 
them feel good.'

We go from silliness to silliness and end in sacrilege. 
Many will applaud the novelties but not everyone. The 
thoughtful members of the congregation will shake their 
heads and lower their eyes with embarrassment or cha-
grin.

As the people lose the sense of what they are about at 
Mass they, too, try to fill the vacuum. Mainly they begin by 
talking a lot - before Mass, after Mass - even during 
Mass. Have you noticed how noisy our churches have 
become? The churches are now 'our' house, not God's 
house.

I had a housekeeper who, when I met her, had stopped 
going to church. She was an extremely intelligent and 
sensitive woman. She said, ‘Father, I constantly had the 
sense we were worshipping ourselves’.

And noise is not the only symptom of our loss of the 
sense of God. It was Pope Benedict XVI who coined the 
phrase ‘ecclesiastical occupational therapy’. He was try-
ing to define the attitude that many were beginning to de-
velop which saw the Church as a place to 'exercise their 
gifts’ rather than as a place to worship God. And so our 
churches have become not only places of noisiness but 
also places of busyness and constant movement.

There’s a fine line between a community worshipping God 
and a community celebrating itself. Perhaps the Pharisee 
standing before God celebrating himself is a helpful im-
age for us to contemplate. And perhaps the publican, 
humbly asking forgiveness from God, is a good image 
upon which each Catholic community could base its re-
newal.

-Fr. Speekman writes from Australia

The Pharisee of the Gospel stands 
tall in the Temple of God, full of his 
own importance. He speaks to him-
self about himself full of himself. 
The word ‘I’ is used five times. We 
look on uncomfortably and listen to 
his disconcerting bragging and we 
get a sense of the extent to which 
this man has lost not only the 
sense of who God is but also the 
sense of who he is.

The publican at the back, not dar-
ing to raise his eyes, somehow 
reassures us. He acknowledges himself to be a sinner 
and he recognizes God as merciful. All in all we can say, 
‘He’s got it right.'

Contemporary culture, like the Pharisee, has mostly lost 
its sense of God. This loss is of critical importance be-
cause man is made in God’s image and likeness, and we 
can only know ourselves and how we should act when we 
know God. The more we lose the sense of God the more 
we lose a sense of who we ourselves are.

As Pope John Paul II used to remind us, the vacuum left 
by the loss of the presence or awareness of God is then 
filled by man who tries to replace the loss of God with 
himself, and soon every man becomes his own God, 
choosing for himself what is right or wrong. Man can now 
create his own reality, but whose reality will prevail? The 
strongest, of course, and the strongest will tell the rest of 
us what is right or wrong.

Inevitably we end up with the ‘tyranny of force’ or the 
‘tyranny of Man’. Instead of obeying God’s plan we are 
forced to obey another man’s plan. And so instead of life 
being defined in terms of love it becomes defined in terms 
of a huge power struggle. Might is right!

We lose at the same time the sense of our identity as hu-
man beings and our sense of moral truth. The Pharisee in 
the Gospel had entirely lost the sense of his own sinful-
ness. How can this have happened to him, right there in 
the Temple? The answer is - bit by bit, step by step.

The loss of the sense of God can happen in the Church 
too, and many think it has already happened in the West-
ern Church. Man has stepped into the vacuum?

For instance, today we think Mass is all about us, me, my 
needs and my feelings. We forget that Mass is, in the first 
place, all about God; our service, our worship of God. And 
so we stop going because ‘I don’t get anything out of it; I 
don’t like the singing; I don't like the priest.’

The Pharisee and the Publican
Fr. John Speekman

Luke 18:9-14
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St.Dominic, Eagle Rock

St Dominic's Chapter is continuing its study of Matthew, 
led by Formation Director Fran Barrios, and it's tradition 
of having great meetings! One of our members, Timothy 
Rodrick, received the  Benemerenti award from the Vati-
can. The Benemerenti award, instituted by Pope Gregory 
XVI in 1832, is conferred on those who have exhibited 
long and exceptional service to the Catholic Church, their 
families and community. The honoree receives a medal 
with the word benemerenti (a well deserving person) on 
its face, surrounded by a crown of oak leaves; it hangs 
from a ribbon in the Papal colors.

Roger Vignocchi, OPL

St Mary Magdalene Chapter, Tempe

Election:  Due to the resignation of our Formation Direc-
tor, election was held to refill that office.  Elected was Mi-
chael Lieske, OPL, who, in the past, has served as direc-
tor of the Inquirers' program and member of the formation 
team.

On October 4, an Information Night was hosted by the 
formation team.  Three had expressed interest, although 
only one showed up.  She is a good prospect.  We expect 
more to show up at the first meeting on Nov. 1.

On October 9, the chapter held its annual day of reflection 
that ends with our profession ceremony.  The morning's 
retreat time was led by Fr James Thompson, O.P., our 
Religious Assistant until this summer when the friars left 
Tempe.  The theme was the challenge of living our voca-
tion day to day.   Pat Mendivil was received during Mid-
day Prayer.  At the 5 p.m. parish Mass, Paulette Schroe-
der made her life promises, Laura Burgis made her first 
profession, and Mark Foltyn renewed his promises for 
three years.  All present at the Mass were invited to a re-
ception afterwards, and many joined us for the evening.

September's meeting was spent planning for the forma-
tion year, the study for which is John's Gospel supported 
by "Written That You May Believe: Encountering Jesus in 
the Fourth Gospel" by Sandra Marie Scheiders and com-
mentaries.

Karen Woods OPL

From the Chapters

Holy Rosary, Portland

Holy Rosary Chapter will be participating on Sunday Oc-
tober 3 in the celebration of Rosary Sunday in honor of 
the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary (which actually oc-
curs on October 7) at Holy Rosary Church. This is the 
patroness of our parish and our chapter.  Chapter mem-
bers will arrive early for the 11:00 a.m. special sung sol-
emn Mass according to the ordinary form and try to sit 
together wearing our scapulars. At the end of Mass we 
will be participating in the blessing or rosaries and roses 
and an outdoor Rosary Procession and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament followed by a reception over in the 
parish hall.

We are having a Day of Recollection on October 9 at Holy 
Rosary Church for the chapter but it is also open to mem-
bers of the parish as well. Fr. Vincent Benoit, O.P., our 
Spiritual Advisor will be presenting meditations and dis-
cussion on the theme of "Divine Reading." The day be-
gins with Mass at 8:00 a.m. followed by the Office of 
Readings and Morning Prayer. The first conference then 
begins at 10:00 a.m. after a short break. We break for 
lunch after midday prayer at noon. The second confer-
ence will be at 1:30 p.m. followed by the Rosary  at 3:00 
p.m. and then dismissal.

The potluck in August at Mary Fazio's home was very 
successful with delicious food and great fellowship. Mary 
has graciously offered to host another potluck during the 
Christmas season.

Suffrages for deceased Dominican Benefactors were held 
on Saturday September 11 with Mass, Rosary and Office 
for the Dead at Holy Rosary Church.

Sandy Miller is working on a Dominican calendar for 
2011 to help us stay on track with important dates for our 
lives as lay Dominicans.

One of our past members, Christy Turk (formerly Wick-
ert) has moved to Cincinnati, Ohio and will be making her 
first promises in a chapter there.

Prayer requests for those who are ill: Eadie Roland, Rosie 
Zorich, Barbara Pommier, Jane Hoesly, Calvin Smith 
(past inquirer).

Prayer request for the deceased and their families: Becky 
Lewis's niece, Allison Lewis and Marjie Leo's mother.

Roberta Powell, OPL

(Continued on next page)
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From the Chapters
(Continued from previous page)

Bl Margaret of Castello, Boise

The Bl Margaret of Castello Chapter hosted a one day 
retreat on October 16 featuring Fr. Vincent Serpa, O.P. 
at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist. A mass fol-
lowed during which nine individuals made their profes-
sions:

Postulants: Otolia Chodynicka, Monica Uberaga
Temporary: Lydia Brown, Mike Turner, 

Paul O’Leary, Marilyn Wylde, 
Myrna Kirkwood

Perpetual: Maria Chudzinsk, Anita Moore

The following Sunday Fr. Serpa celebrated a private 
mass at the Dominican Chapter House, followed by a pot-
luck lunch . The officers elected at the September meet-
ing were also installed:

Prioress: Kathleen Schuck
Sub Prioress: Carolyn Reese
Formation Director: Stephanie Deninno
Secretary: Mark Gross
Treasurer: Maria Chudzinska
LPC Rep: John Keenan
Councilors: Anita Moore, Gayle Boyer, 

Bonnie Fitzpatrick

Mark Gross OPL

St Albert, Oakland

The St Albert Chapter will be having a special Mass for 
our deceased members on the 13th of November at 10 
a.m. at St. Albert's.  It s the first time we have done that 
and I think it's a great idea.  

Ellen Logue OPL

Hello Mark:  I'm with a new group in formation in the 
Stockton Diocese in California. We have just started our 
4th year of formation and our group, Blessed Fra Angelico 
Chapter of Lay Dominicans, is growing!  Our two forma-
tion directors, who started our chapter, have been "OPL's" 
for about 7 yrs and over 40 yrs respectively. It is through 
them that we became familiar with your newsletter. 

Thank you for all your work in putting this newsletter to-
gether and for all the inspiration and support it provides 
for those of us who are discerning the Dominican way of 
life.

Mary McNicholas

Mark, I am from Long Pond Township Maine, about  9 
miles east of Jackman. We are pretty remote here. I am in 
the process of discernment...hoping to join the Lay Do-
minican's  Bl. Margaret of Castello Chapter in Lewiston, 
Maine. That is about a 3 hour drive from here but a friend 
from Jackman began the process at the same time so he 
and I are sharing the traveling and encouraging each 
other. I feel kind of lost in the wilderness sometimes and 
am so grateful whenever I can connect with someone 
who seems to be going in the same direction, even if it is 
through web sites, emails, blogs or facebook. Being able 
to speak the same "language" and trust that the person 
that I am talking to understands me is a wonderful experi-
ence. I am surrounded by protestants, agnostics and 
fallen away or lukewarm Catholics that I am sometimes 
starving for good information. I have so much to learn! I 
am searching for someone to fill that need for a spiritual 
director. It will have to be through a group and I'm eager 
to find that group. 

Joyce Fountaine

Bartolomeo de Las Casas, Costa Mesa 

The Bartolomeo de Las Casas Chapter-in-Formation 
elected:

Moderator:  Jerry Fay
Assistant Moderator:  George Kubeck   
Secretary:  Cecilia Witchey 
Treasurer:  Natalie Janic 
LPC Representative:  Cecilia Witchey 
  
Cecilia Witchey, OPL 

From the Mailbag
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Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.opl@gmail.com

3337 S. Minuteman Pl.
Boise, ID 83706

 Please notify by email if you would like to 
be added to the regular emailing list.

 There is no subscription fee.  
Truth Be Told is a bimonthly publication. It is released 
on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web 
(http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).  Deadline for 
contributions is one week before the end of the month 
(but preferably by the 15th of the prior month).

Editor – Mark Gross

Submissions to the Editor

Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or arti-
cles, in particular presentations made at chapter meet-
ings.  We cannot guarantee that all will be published, 
and we reserve the right to edit submissions.  The pur-
pose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant in-
formation and suggestions for proclaiming the Good 
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St. 
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  

Let us, then, not light the lamp by 
contemplation and action, only to put 
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean, 
which is the enlightening word of 
knowledge - lest we be condemned 
for restricting by the letter the incom-
prehensible power of wisdom. Rather 
let us place it upon the lampstand of 
holy Church, on the heights of true 
contemplation, where it may kindle 
for all men the light of divine teach-
ing.    -St. Maximus the Confessor

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,

Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,

Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,

Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,

Let those who have drifted 
Hear your call,

And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

Pope John Paul II

So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and 
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is 
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and 
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the 
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of 
Wisdom in souls.

The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

“Frequently he made a special personal peti-

tion that God would deign to grant him a genu-

ine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining 

the salvation of men. For he believed that only 

then would he be truly a member of Christ, 

when he had given himself totally for the sal-

vation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Sav-

ior of all, had offered himself completely for 

our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy 

period of careful and provident planning, he 

founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”

Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

http://laydominicanswest.org/newsletter).

