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On Saint Dominic
Pope Benedict XV
This man of God and true Dominicus was
fully given up to Holy Church, which had in
him an invincible champion of the Faith. The
Order of Preachers, too, founded by him,
has ever been the stout defense of the Roman Church. And so not only did he
strengthen the temple in his time, but he
provided for the continuance of the defense.
The words of Honorius III in approving the
Order seem prophetical: “. . . looking to the
brethren of thy Order as the future champions of the Faith and the true lights of the
world.”
Indeed, as all know, for the spread of God’s
kingdom Jesus Christ used no other weapon than the preaching of the Gospel, that is,
the living voice of His heralds, who diffused
everywhere the celestial doctrine. “Teach,”
he said, “all nations.” “Preach the Gospel to
every creature.” Accordingly, from the
preaching of the Apostles, and especially of
St. Paul, it came to pass, that preaching being followed up with the doctrine and discipline of the Fathers and afterwards of the
Doctors, men’s minds were enlightened with
the light of truth and conceived a love for all
the virtues. Following the same lines in his
work for the salvation of souls. Dominic proposed to himself and to all his followers “to
hand to others what they had contemplated.” For this reason, in addition to the duty
of cultivating poverty, innocence of life, and
religious discipline, he commanded his Or(Continued on page 2)
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der in a strict and solemn manner to be zealous in
the study of Christian doctrine and the preaching of
the truth.
In the Dominican preaching three qualities shine
forth: great solidity of doctrine, the fullness of fidelity
towards the Apostolic See, piety towards the Virgin
Mother. For although Dominic felt himself mature for
preaching, yet he did not undertake that office until
he had worked hard in the Palentine Athenaeum of
philosophy and theology. Long familiar with the Fathers, under their guidance and teaching, he first, as
it were, received into his blood and marrow the riches of Sacred Scripture, and especially of Paul.
The value of this knowledge of Divine things not long
after was to be seen in his disputations against the
heretics. They were armed with all arts and fallacies
to attack the dogmas of Faith; yet with wonderful
success he confounded and refuted them. This appeared especially at Toulouse, the head and center
of the heresies, where the most learned of the adversaries had come together. It is recorded that he,
with his first companions, powerful in word and work,
invincibly withstood the insolence of the heretics.
Indeed, not only did he withstand their strength, but
he so softened their spirits by his eloquence and
charity that he recalled an immense number to the
bosom of the Church. God Himself was ever at hand
to aid him in his battle for the Faith. Thus, having
accepted the challenge of the heretics that each
should consign his book to the flames, his book
alone remained untouched by the fire. Thus by the
valor of Dominic Europe was freed from the danger
of the Albigensian heresy.
With this quality of solid doctrine he ordered his children to be adorned. For, soon after the approbation
of his Order by the Apostolic See and the confirmation of the noble title of Preachers, he arranged for
houses to be founded as near as possible to the celebrated universities that his brethren might the more
easily exercise themselves in every branch of culture, and get followers from the ranks of university
students. Accordingly, the Dominican institute from
the beginning was famed for its learning. Its special
mission was always to care for the various wounds
of error and to diffuse the light of the Christian Faith,
seeing that nothing is such a hindrance to eternal
salvation as the ignorance of the truth and perversity
of doctrine. It was not strange, then, that the eyes

and hearts of all should be turned towards this new
apostolate which was based upon the Gospel and
the teachings of the Fathers and commended by the
abundance of all branches of knowledge.
The very wisdom of God seemed to speak through
the Dominicans when there rose up among them
such heralds and defenders of Christian wisdom as
Hyacinth Polonus, Peter the Martyr, Vincent Ferrer,
and such miracles of genius and erudition as Albert
the Great, Raymond de Penafort, Thomas Aquinas,
in whom especially, a follower of Dominic, God
“deigned to enlighten his Church.” This Order, therefore, always in honor as the teacher of truth, acquired new luster when the Church declared the
teaching of Thomas to be her own and that Doctor,
honored with the special praises of the Pontiffs, the
master and patron of Catholic schools.
Joined to this zeal in retaining and defending the
Faith there was in Dominic a supreme reverence for
the Apostolic See. It is recorded that, prostrate at the
feet of Innocent III, he vowed himself to the defense
of the Roman Pontificate, and that the same predecessor of ours the following night saw him in vision
sustain on his courageous shoulder the tottering pile
of the Lateran Basilica. History tells, too, how when
he was training his first followers to Christian perfection, Dominic thought of gathering from pious and
devout lay people a certain sacred militia which
would defend the rights of the Church and resist
heresy with vigor. Hence arose the Third Order of
the Dominicans which, spreading among lay people
the institute of a more perfect life, was to be a truly
great ornament and defense to the Church.
Handed down by their Father and Lawgiver, the heritage of such devotion to this See passed to the children. As often, therefore, as, through the infatuated
minds of men, the Church had to suffer from popular
movements or the tyranny of princes, this Apostolic
See had in the Dominicans, the defenders of truth
and justice, a most opportune help in the preservation and honor of its authority. Who does not know
the glorious deeds in that connection of the Dominican Virgin, Catherine of Sienna? Urged by the charity of Jesus Christ she persuaded the Roman Pontiff,
what no one else had been able to do, to return to
his Roman See after an interval of seventy years.
Afterwards, while the Western Church was torn by a
(Continued on next page)
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dire schism, she kept a great number of Christians in
loyal obedience to the legitimate Pontiff.
And, to pass over other things, We cannot but recall
that four great Roman Pontiffs came from the Dominican ranks. Of these, the last, St. Pius V, won
undying gratitude from Christianity and civil society.
He joined together, after unceasing efforts, the arms
of the Catholic princes, and under the patronage of
the Virgin Mother of God, whom, therefore, he ordered to be saluted in future as Help to Christians,
destroyed forever at Lepanto the power of the Turks.
In this is amply shown the third quality We have noted in Dominican preaching: a most zealous piety
towards the Mother of God. It is said that the Pontiff
knew by Divine revelation of the victory of Lepanto
achieved at that very moment when through the
Catholic world the pious sodalities of the Holy Rosary implored the aid of Mary in that formula initiated
by the Founder of the Friar Preachers and diffused
far and wide by his followers. Loving the Blessed
Virgin as a Mother, confiding chiefly in her patronage, Dominic started his battle for the Faith. The Albigenses, among other dogmas, attacked both the
Divine maternity and the virginity of Mary. He, attacked by them with every insult, defending to the
utmost of his strength the sanctity of these dogmas,
he invoked the help of the Virgin Mother herself, frequently using these words: “Make me worthy to
praise thee, Sacred Virgin; give me strength against
thine enemies.” How pleased was the Heavenly
Queen with her pious servant may be easily gathered from this, that she used his ministry to teach
the Most Holy Rosary to the Church, the Spouse of
her Son; that prayer which, being both vocal and
mental, in the contemplation especially of the mysteries of religion, while the Lord’s Prayer is fifteen
times repeated together with as many decades of
the Hail Mary, is most adapted to fostering widely
piety and every virtue. Rightly, then, did Dominic order his followers, in preaching to the people, to inculcate frequently this manner of prayer, the utility of
which he had experienced. He knew, on the one
hand, Mary’s authority with her Son to be such that
whatever graces he confers on men she has their
distribution and apportionment. On the other hand,
he knew that she is of a nature so kind and merciful
that, seeing that it is her custom to succor the miserable of her own accord, it is impossible she should
refuse the petitions of those who pray to her. AcTruth Be Told 54

cordingly the Church, which is wont to salute her
“the Mother of Grace and the Mother of Mercy,” has
so found her always, but especially in answer to the
Rosary. Wherefore the Roman Pontiffs have let pass
no occasion of commending the Rosary and have
enriched it with Apostolic Indulgences.
Now the Dominican institutes, as you yourself understand, Venerable Brethren, are not less opportune at
present than in the time of their Founder. How many
today, destitute of the bread of life, that is, celestial
doctrine, are, as it were, in a state of starvation. How
many, deceived by the appearance of truth, are
turned away from the Faith by a variety of errors.
That priests may minister fittingly to the necessities
of all these by the Word of God, how zealous must
they be for the salvation of others and how grounded
in solid knowledge. How many, too, ungrateful and
forgetful children of the Church, are turned away
from the Vicar of Jesus Christ by ignorance of facts
or by a perverse will whom it is necessary to lead to
the common bosom. For the healing of these and
every other ill how much do we need the maternal
patronage!
The Dominicans have, therefore, an almost boundless field in which to labor for the common welfare.
Wherefore to all of them We wish that in these centenary celebrations they renew their devotion to the
holy example of their founder, and make themselves
daily more worthy of such a father. In this let a fitting
lead be taken by his children of the First Order, and
let them be ever more zealous in preaching the Divine Word, such as may give men a reverence for
the successor of St. Peter and a devotion to the Virgin Mother, and may spread and defend the truth.
But from the Dominican Tertiaries, too, the Church
looks for much, if they study to conform themselves
to the spirit of their patriarch, in the instruction of the
rude and unskilled in Christian doctrine and morality.
In this We hope they will be assiduous, as it is a
matter of great consequence for the good of souls.
Finally, We wish this to be a special care of the Dominicans-the spread and frequent use of the Rosary
among Christian people. We make this exhortation
in these troublous times, following our predecessor,
Leo XIII, and should it bear fruit this centenary celebration will not have been in vain.
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Praise be Jesus

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As we approach the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary
and the 100th Anniversary of Fatima, we’re reminded of the importance of praying the rosary daily.
Praying the rosary daily is one of the most beautiful
and efficacious practices in our Rule. It’s rich in
grace and power. At Fatima, Our Lady asked everyone in the world to pray the rosary for peace. She
said personal conversion, praying the rosary and
devotion to Her Immaculate Heart will prevent war
and save souls.
Our world, our families and our youth are in great
need of peace today. Our Lady desires to give us
the grace of peace through the rosary. Let’s remember these intentions when we pray. As Dominicans,
let’s also “preach” the power of the rosary by encouraging those around us to pray as well. The rosary can heal the divisions in our country and communities and at the same time advance the Triumph
of the Immaculate Heart.
Quotes from Sr. Lucia of Fatima:
The Rosary
“When lovers are together, they spend hours and
hours repeating the same thing: ‘I love you!’ What is
missing in the people who think the rosary monotonous is Love; and everything that is not done for
love is worthless.”
“The Most Holy Virgin in these last times in which we
live has given a new efficacy to the recitation of the
Rosary to such an extent that there is no problem,
no matter how difficult it is, whether temporal or
above all spiritual, in the personal life of each one of
us, of our families… that cannot be solved by the
Rosary. There is no problem, I tell you, no matter
how difficult it is, that we cannot resolve by the prayer of the Holy Rosary.”
“Since we all need to pray, God asks of us, as a kind
of daily installment, a prayer which is within our
reach: the Rosary, which can be recited either in
common or in private, either in church in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament or at home, either
with the rest of the family or alone, either when trav-

eling or while walking quietly in the fields. A mother
of a family can say the Rosary while she rocks her
baby’s cradle or does the housework. Our day has
24 hours in it. It is not asking a great deal to set
aside a quarter of an hour for the spiritual life, for our
intimate and familiar converse with God.”
Daily Sacrifices
“Putting up with any sacrifices that are asked of us in
our day-to-day lives becomes a slow martyrdom
which purifies us and raises us up to the level of the
supernatural, through the encounter of our soul with
God, in the atmosphere of the presence of the Most
Holy Trinity within us. We have here an incomparable spiritual richness!”
Hell is a reality. It is a supernatural fire and not physical. It cannot be compared to fire that burns wood or
charcoal… Continue preaching about hell because
Our Lord himself spoke about hell, and it is in Sacred Scripture. God does not condemn anyone to
hell. God gave men the liberty to choose, and God
respects this human liberty.”
“Let us all willingly endeavor to follow faithfully the
path that He has mapped out for us. Yes, because it
(Continued on next page)
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was out of love that God sent us this pressing call
from his mercy, in order to help us along the way of
our salvation.”
The End-Times
“The final battle between the Lord and the kingdom
of Satan will be about marriage and the family. Do
not be afraid, because anyone who works for the
sanctity of marriage and the family will always be
fought and opposed in every way, because this is
the decisive issue. However, Our Lady has already
crushed his head.”
Quotes From the Saints on the Rosary:
“The Rosary is the ‘weapon’ for these times.” -Saint
Padre Pio
“Give me an army saying the Rosary and I will conquer the world.” – Blessed Pope Pius IX
“The greatest method of praying is to pray the Rosary.” – Saint Francis de Sales
“Some people are so foolish that they think they can
go through life without the help of the Blessed Mother. Love the Madonna and pray the rosary, for her
Rosary is the weapon against the evils of the world
today. All graces given by God pass through the
Blessed Mother.” -St. Padre Pio
“Go to the Madonna. Love her! Always say the Rosary. Say it well. Say it as often as you can! Be souls
of prayer. Never tire of praying, it is what is essential. Prayer shakes the Heart of God, it obtains necessary graces!” -St. Padre Pio
“The holy Rosary is a powerful weapon. Use it with
confidence and you’ll be amazed at the results.” -St.
Josemaria Escriva
“Say the Holy Rosary. Blessed be that monotony of
Hail Mary’s which purifies the monotony of your
sins!” -St. Josemaria Escriva

seed of vainglory and pride.” – St. Josemaria
Escriva
“You always leave the Rosary for later, and you end
up not saying it at all because you are sleepy. If
there is no other time, say it in the street without letting anybody notice it. It will, moreover, help you to
have presence of God.” – St. Josemaria Escriva
“The Rosary is a powerful weapon to put the demons to flight and to keep oneself from sin…If you
desire peace in your hearts, in your homes, and in
your country, assemble each evening to recite the
Rosary. Let not even one day pass without saying it,
no matter how burdened you may be with many
cares and labors.” – Pope Pius XI
“The rosary is the book of the blind, where souls see
and there enact the greatest drama of love the world
has ever known; it is the book of the simple, which
initiates them into mysteries and knowledge more
satisfying than the education of other men; it is the
book of the aged, whose eyes close upon the shadow of this world, and open on the substance of the
next. The power of the rosary is beyond description.”
– Archbishop Fulton Sheen
“The Rosary is the most excellent form of prayer and
the most efficacious means of attaining eternal life. It
is the remedy for all our evils, the root of all our
blessings. There is no more excellent way of praying.” Pope Leo XIII
“The Most Holy Virgin in these last times in which we
live has given a new efficacy to the recitation of the
Rosary to such an extent that there is no problem,
no matter how difficult it is, whether temporal or
above all spiritual, in the personal life of each one of
us, of our families…that cannot be solved by the Rosary. There is no problem, I tell you, no matter how
difficult it is, that we cannot resolve by the prayer of
the Holy Rosary.” -Sister Lucia dos Santos of Fatima
May Our Lady obtain for us an abundance of Grace.
Have a great Feast Day!

“For those who use their intelligence and their study
as a weapon, the Rosary is most effective. Because
that apparently monotonous way of beseeching Our
Lady as children do their Mother, can destroy every
Truth Be Told 54

God Bless,
Denise Harvey, LPC President
Province of the Most Holy Name of Jesus
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From the Editor

First, an apology to Mr Eddie Ma, OP, of the Saint
Monica Chapter in Benicia. The formatting of his
original article published in the 2017 Jan-Feb issue
truncated his name from the end of the article (A
Meditation on the True Cross, p. 21). I would like to
take this moment to thank Eddie. As editor, I failed
to catch this and the issue went out without his
name attached to his work.
In starting the 10th year as editor of Truth Be Told,
and I would like to take this moment to thank Eddie
and all the generous folks who have provided articles for the newsletter during these years. In addition to providing articles, many fine folks have taken
the time and effort to provide not only support but
helpful guidance, and friendship that has been a
great help to me. My thanks and appreciation go out
to you all.
I had the great pleasure to happen to live where the
recent eclipse was expected to be 99.4% of totality.
Because of this, Grandma and I took our 8 year old
grandson in our 1973 VW Westphalia camper on a
short drive to be able to watch the totality right on
the center line of the eclipse track. We were able to
observe totality for the full two minutes. What was
fascinating was to be able to share it with a crowd of
people, many of whom had traveled over a thousand
miles to spend two minutes in an obscure roadside
turnout near Midvale, Idaho.

of eternal power and divinity have been able to be
understood and perceived in what he has made.
(Rm 1:19-20)
What a delight it was to discover that, for all of these
wonderful people whom we met, the eclipse was
exactly and as clear as day, the confirmation of St
Paul’s words in Romans chapter 1! One young man
even admitted that the totality had had a profound
spiritual impact upon him, helping him to graduate
from a child’s faith to that of a willing adult freely
chosen.
But it is really hard as a Dominican not to be drawn
in and see a metaphor in the heavens. For God
darkens the sun sufficiently to permit a view that
leads the mind to Him, but He also continues past
that and reminds us that he lives in inaccessible
Light (1 Tim 6:16), and that no man can see God
and live (Ex 33:20).
If we cannot look on either the Sun or God directly,
we can look on the Son, Jesus, the image of the invisible God (Col 1:15), and we see the Father
through the Son, as Jesus told Phillip, Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father (Jn 14:9).
All fine and well for Phillip and his contemporaries,
but what about us, and all those who would follow
after the ascension of the Lord? Was he to leave us
alone? Of course not! I am with you always, until the
end of the age (Mt 28:20).
How then, was he to remain with all of us to the end
of the age? Of course, for 1500 years the answer
was through His mystical body, the Church, and
through his substantial body, blood, soul and divinity
present in the most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
which he established a priesthood to perpetually offer in sacrifice (Lk 22:19), and for all to receive (Jn
6:53).
In a short time will occur the 500th anniversary of
an event that marks the open rebellion against the
apostolic faith handed down from Jesus and the
start of a new religion based on the whim of one
man; a religion where

For what can be known about God is evident to
them, because God made it evident to them. Ever
since the creation of the world, his invisible attributes

“In his conceit he imagined men should be left
wholly to their own unaided and fallible reason,
(Continued on next page)
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and, hence he proclaimed the right of all without
any Church interference to follow in matters of belief their own intellect as sole and final judge. He
asserted a right never before recognized; a right,
let it be understood, never known under any other
form of revealed religion; a right never allowed
even under the Jewish theocracy; and a right hardly ever exercised among the more enlightened pagans. (Msgr. Patrick O’Hare, The Facts About Luther).
Then, as now, people will not tolerate sound doctrine but, following their own desires and insatiable
curiosity, will accumulate teachers and will stop listening to the truth and will be diverted to myths. (2
Tim 4:3-4)
So a belief in God is a good starting point and we
rejoice in that. But a starting point is not a destination, for Even the demons believe and tremble. (Js
2:19). As Dominicans we echo the old saw that “God
loves you just the way you are and loves you too
much to leave you there.”

I know, the light can hurt when we are used to the
darkness. Nevertheless, we are commissioned to
proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient (1 Tm 4:2). In the Church,
we see God and live.
Please Lord, let there be light.
Mark Gross,
Editor

The Dominican Laity in Iraq
John Keenan
A delegation of Dominican Laity from the United
States will be parting for Iraq in mid-October, 2017
for an 10 day visit. The purpose of the visit to Iraq is
to assess the status of the Dominican Order in Iraq
and the progress of the Dominican Laity. The delegation will also learn from the Iraqi Dominicans
about their schools, ministries, needs and plans for
supporting thousands of families displaced by ISIS
in 2014--as the Iraqis return to their homes in villages on Nineveh Plain. You can see the delegation's
work here: http://dominicansistersconference.org/we
-have-family-in-iraq-2017-delegation/
The Lay Provincial Council of the Holy Name of Jesus (Western) Dominican Province is promoting a
very special way that each Chapter and member of
the Order can contribute to the Dominican Laity in
Iraq.
First, you can pray for the Laity and the Friars and
Religious in Iraq and for their intentions, safety, and
well-being. Prayer is always good. You can also help
financially by sending a Donation to the Dominican
Laity that will be delivered directly to them. The doTruth Be Told 54

nations will be offered and used by the Laity in Iraq.
You and your Chapter may donate by sending a
check or money order, along with your name, address, and phone number, to the following address:
Dominican Overseas Education and Relief SocietyIraq Fund (or DOERS-Iraq Fund)
Third Order of St. Dominic, Inc.
c/o John Keenan
3995 Sheringham Drive
Boise, Idaho 83704 U.S.A.
You and your Chapter's donation will be acknowledged along with a receipt. Gifts are tax deductible
as the Third Order of St. Dominic, Inc., is a federal
tax exempt nonprofit Idaho corporation. The executive committee of the Lay Provincial Council will get
the funds to the proper person and organization that
can best use it for our dear Dominican Laity friends
in Iraq. If you have questions, please call John Keenan at 208.375.2532 or email him at johnckeenan@gmail.com. Leave a message with your
name and phone number, if there is no answer.
John will call you back.
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St. Dominic Instituted the Celebrated Devotion of the Rosary
St. Dominic, during his apostolical labors in
Languedoc, instituted the celebrated devotion of the Rosary, consisting of the recital
of fifteen our Fathers, and a hundred and
fifty Hail Marys, in honor of the fifteen principal mysteries of the life and sufferings of
our blessed Savior, and of his holy Mother.
The divine and most excellent prayer which
our Redeemer, who promises to grant all
that request in his name, has drawn up as
the form of our supplications, contains the
petition of our supplications, contains the
petitions of all those things we are to ask or
hope for of God, and comprises the exercise of all the sublime virtues, by which we
pay him the rational homage of our affections.
In the Angelical Salutation are comprised
our praises and thanks to God for the great
mysteries of the incarnation and of our redemption, the source of all our good; and
these praises are expressed in words of
which the Holy Ghost himself was the author, which though addressed to the Virgin
Mary, contain much more the praises of
her Divine Son, whom we acknowledge the
cause of all hers and our happiness.
The earnest intercession of this Mother of
God, and of mercy, is also implored in our
behalf both at present and for the tremendous moment of our departure hence; and
to move hers and her Divine Son’s compassion, we acknowledge our own deep
sense of our miseries, which we display
before the eyes of heaven under the extensive and most expressive humbling title of
sinners.
These prayers are so disposed in the Rosary, as to
comprise an abstract of the history of our blessed
Redeemer’s holy life and sufferings, the great object
of the continual devotion and meditation of Christians, for each mystery whereof we praise God, and
through it as his graces and blessings for ourselves
and others. The ignorance of many, and the blasphemies of others among the Albigenses [Cathari],
with regard to these most sacred mysteries, moved
the zealous and apostolic servant of God to teach
the people to honor them by an easy method equally
Truth Be Told 54

to persons of the weakest understanding and to
those that are most learned or the most advanced in
the exercises of sublime contemplation, who find in it
a most inexhausted fund of the highest acts of faith,
hope, divine love, praise, and thanksgiving, with a
supplication for succor in all spiritual and corporal
necessities, which they always repeat with fresh ardor. St. Dominick afterward established the same
method of devotion at Bologna and in other places.
--From Vol. III, p 206, The Lives of the Fathers, Martyrs, and Other Principal Saints, Rev. Alban Butler,
John Murphy & Co. (1889).
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From Cicero With Love
By John C Keenan, JD
The Liturgy of the Hours Office of Readings includes a script from a Homily on
the Gospel of St. Matthew by St. John
Chyrsostom. In that reading, the saint
talks of the Apostles and their mission as
noted by Christ into the whole world. It is
not just one city or region, but the Apostles were to go into the whole world. As
St. John Chrysostom states, the “whole
world is in a miserable state.”
Christ
told the Apostles, says the saint, that
You are the salt of the earth, “indicating
that all mankind has lost its savor and
has been corrupted by sin. Therefore,
he requires of [the Apostles] those virtues which are especially useful and
even necessary if they are to bear the
burdens of many.” And in a statement reflective of
Christ’s words to the Apostles, St. Chrysostom addresses all Christians, (with a particular meaning, I
believe, to lay people in the Order of Preachers),
stating,
For the man who is kindly, modest, merciful and
just will not keep his good works to himself but will
see to it that these admirable fountains send out
their streams for the good of others. Again, the
man who is clean of heart, a peacemaker and ardent for truth will order his life so as to contribute to
the common good.
These qualities are surely of a good friend—even
our great Friend who ascended into Heaven.
Dominican father, Fr. Henri Lacordaire, O.P.’s, expounded on friendship in his 1859 famous and extraordinarily beautiful work, “Life of Saint Mary Magdalene” (translated from the French). That work
can be found at: The Life of Mary Magdalene. Fr.
Lacordaire speaks of the friendship of Our Lord with
the family at Bethany, namely, Lazarus, Martha,
and, of course, Mary Magdalene. Chapter One of
Fr. Lacordaire’s small but relevant work, speaks on
the Friendship of Christ stating, “Friendship is the
most perfect of human emotions, because it is the

most free, the most pure and the most profound.”
He describes the friendship of Holy David and Jonathan, the son of Saul, as follows:
It is also that of the virtues of youth. When a young
man, helped by this all-powerful grace that comes
from Christ, controls his passions under the rule of
chastity, he experiences in his heart an expansion
in proportion to the constraints of his senses, and
the need to love, that is the basis of our nature, is
born in him in a naïve ardour that leads him to
overflow into a soul like hers, fervent and contained. He does not look for long in vain for its appearance. It offers itself to him naturally, as every
plant grows from the soil that best suits it. Sympathy is only refused to him who does not inspire it
and he inspires it who carries in himself the generous ferment. Every pure heart possesses it, and as
a consequence, every pure heart draws toward it,
at no matter what age. But how much more so during youth. How much more when the face is
adorned with all the graces that soften, and when
virtue illuminates it with that other beauty that
pleases God himself! Thus appeared David to Jonathan the day when David entered Saul’s tent,
holding the giant’s head in his right hand, and
when interrogated by the king as to his origins, he
answered him: “I am the son of your servant Isaiah
(Continued on next page)
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of Bethlehem.” Immediately, say the Scriptures,
the soul of Jonathan attached itself to that of David, and Jonathan loved him as he loved his own
soul. Only a while before, David was looking after
his father’s flock, Jonathan was on the threshold of
a throne, and in an instant the distance between
them was abolished; the shepherd and the prince
made no more, according to the very words of
Scripture, than one soul. It was because in this
young man still pale from the weakness of childhood, and nevertheless holding in his virile hand
the bloody head of a vanquished enemy, Jonathan
had recognized a hero, and because David, in seeing the son of his king leaning towards him, without
any jealousy over his victory and without any pride
of caste, recognized in this generous movement a
heart capable of loving, and worthy in consequence of being loved.
This Christian love—so well expressed by
Lacordaire—is found in Christ. As noted by Fr.
Lacordaire, “Jesus Christ loved souls, and he has
transmitted this love to us, which is the very basis of
Christianity. No true Christian, no living Christian,
can be without a fragment of this love that circulates
in our veins like the very blood of Christ. From the
moment we love, whether it be in youth or in middle
age, as a father or as a husband, as a son or as a
friend, we want to save the soul we love, that is to
say, give it, at the price of our own life, truth in the
faith, virtue in grace, peace in redemption. God at
last, God known, God loved, God served, there is
that love of souls that adds itself to all the others,
and which, far from destroying them, exalts and
transforms them until it makes of them something
divine, however mortal they be in themselves.”
While Fr. Lacordaire’s prose is beautiful, it is so very
relevant to us today when we ponder the dear appellation to be called a “friend” by Our Lord. To fall in
love with a God, Our God, is to fall in love with a
Friend. A Friend!
After we completed the scripted reading
(Introduction and Chapter One) of Fr. Lacordaire’s

work, we turned to a secular writer, who wrote longingly and beautifully on friendship. In a real way,
this ancient writer knew some of the attributes of
Christian love and friendship before even Christ appeared on earth. His name was Cicero (106 B.C. –
43 B.C.), senator, consul, augur, philosopher, orator,
and lawyer. It is not often that we, as Dominicans,
third order all, turn to a secular, and a truly a pagan,
source. Yet, Cicero, it is said, came to believe in the
One True God. He also came to believe that this
God is the God of all. Cicero had only his natural
talents and intelligence to figure this Truth, but he
was a monotheist in the end. (Awake, oh Thomas,
for Cicero is a testimony to your proofs of God!).
Cicero had witnessed the dramatic downfall of the
Roman Republic and saw the first Emperor, Gaius
Julius Caesar, become ruler of Rome. Cicero’s concern was for the Republic but the idea of the “old”
Roman and the Republic were dying with his generation. Cicero only outlived Caesar one year after
Caesar was killed on the Ides of March, 44 B.C. in
the Roman Senate. Cicero lost his head because
he lost favor with young Octavian—the future Augustus Caesar. Nevertheless, during his time here
on earth, Cicero wrote a piece on friendship. And in
some ways, his words ring true to this day. He said
the greatest of all things,
is virtue, virtue, which both creates and preserves
friendship. On it depends harmony of interest, permanence, fidelity. When Virtue has reared her
head and shewn the light of her countenance, and
seen and recognized the same light in another,
she gravitates towards it, and in her turn welcomes
that which the other has to shew; and from it
springs up a flame which you may call love or
friendship as you please.
[On Friendship, para. 27, Marcus Tullius Cicero
(See, below)]. Read these sweet words, and think
of Christ. When Cicero speaks of the loss of his
dear friend, Scipio, (as described below) we can
think of our Lord, that His sweet virtues, sacrifices,
(Continued on next page)
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With Love
(Continued from previous page)

and hopes have garnered for us a sure place with
Him in Paradise, if we but have Faith and obey His
Commandments. (See, Romans 1:5; and, 1 John
2:3).
Cicero speaks of the tenuous life here in on earth:
But in view of the instability and perishableness of
mortal things, we should be continually on the look
-out for some to love and by whom to be loved; for
if we lose affection and kindliness from our life, we
lose all that gives it charm.
Cicero ends his tome on Friendship about his dear
friend Scipio, who lives on in the virtue of that man
whom he loved. What a greater Friend we have in
the ever living Jesus Christ. Read on with attention:
For me, indeed, though torn away by a sudden
stroke, Scipio still lives and ever will live. For it was
the virtue of the man that I loved, and that has not
suffered death. And it is not my eyes only, because
I had all my life a personal experience of it, that
never lose sight of it: it will shine to posterity also
with undimmed glory. No one will ever cherish a
nobler ambition or a loftier hope without thinking
his memory and his image the best to put before
his eyes. I declare that of all the blessings which
either fortune or nature has bestowed upon me I
know none to compare with Scipio's friendship. In
it I found sympathy in public, counsel in private
business; in it too a means of spending my leisure
with unalloyed delight. Never, to the best of my
knowledge, did I offend him even in the most trivial
point; never did I hear a word from him I could
have wished unsaid. We had one house, one table, one style of living; and not only were we together on foreign service, but in our tours also and
country sojourns. Why speak of our eagerness to
be ever gaining some knowledge, to be ever learning something, on which we spent all our leisure
hours far from the gaze of the world? If the recollection and memory of these things had perished
with the man, I could not possibly have endured
the regret for one so closely united with me in life
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and affection. But these things have not perished;
they are rather fed and strengthened by reflection
and memory. Even supposing me to have been
entirely bereft of them, still my time of life of itself
brings me no small consolation: for I cannot have
much longer now to bear this regret; and everything that is brief ought to be endurable, however
severe.
For Cicero, his point is simple, “For it was the virtue
of the man that I loved, and that has not suffered
death.” In a real way, how true this is, as if it is virtue that we treasure in our hearts, how a great a
treasure we will have in Heaven. As he also says,
Cicero could not have endured the regret of the loss
of his friend without knowledge, reflection and
memory. How true for us in the memory of our own
friends, relationships, and especially in memory of
Christ, at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, when He
truly shows—each and every time when we attend
Mass in His memory—that He is our True Friend.
Finally, Cicero gives sage advice to each of us,
when he says in closing his work On Friendship,
This is all I had to say on friendship. One piece of
advice on parting. Make up your minds to this: Virtue (without which friendship is impossible) is first;
but next to it, and to it alone, the greatest of all
things is Friendship.
Cicero reminds us of our relationship with our
friends, in that being virtuous, friendship and relationship with others persons is possible. In the Holy
Scriptures, St. John reminds us, that if we wish to
know Christ, we must obey His Commandments. [1
John 2:3]. To obey His Commandments is to be
virtuous and to know Him is to be His friend.
On Friendship: (Link).
John C. Keenan JD is the Vice President of the Lay
Provincial Council. He is an attorney and writes from
the Blessed Margaret of Castello Chapter in Boise.
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Silent Schism
Fr Thomas Crean OP

I beseech you, brethren, that there be no schisms
among you.
St Paul is warning the Church at Corinth against the
danger of divisions, or literally, of schisms. Of course
not all 'divisions' in the Church are bad. The various
religious orders, for example, like the many colors of
Joseph's robe, serve to increase the beauty of the
Church. Likewise it's only natural that Catholics
should have different opinions about matters outside
the realm of saving truth, such as who was this
country's greatest Prime Minister, or who (if anyone)
to vote for at a general election?
But what cannot be is that Catholics should disagree
about the way that leads to Heaven; that they should
be divided over faith and morals. There can never
be any need for such a schism as this, since Christ
has promised to be with His Church always, maintaining her in the truth. For a Catholic to say 'There
are no easy answers' about what to do or believe in
order to reach Heaven is tantamount to saying that
Christ is no longer teaching mankind through His
Church. But, as Isaiah says, 'the arm of the Lord is
not made short.' Christ's promise has not failed.
How sad, then, that there should for so long have
been such a schism in the Catholic Church. I mean
the division between those who accept and those
who do not accept that marriage is made for children
and that contraception is simply wrong. It was in
1968 that Pope Paul VI published the encyclical Humanæ Vitæ. He repeated there what the Church has
always said on this subject: that it is contrary to the
God-given nature of the marriage act to render it
sterile. From St Peter onwards, no Pope or saint has
ever said anything else. Yet such was the revolutionary temper of the time that some priests and
'theologians' thought to challenge the Tradition. In
effect they caused a schism, none the less real for
being largely invisible. Thirty-seven years on we see
the results: empty pews in our churches, and empty
pages in our baptismal registers, since babies who
are never born can never be baptized.
What were the arguments by which these theologians encouraged God's people to 'do as the nations
round about them', and make marriage unfruitful? It
was the threat of an over-crowded earth that most
stirred the popular imagination. 'If the human race
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increases without end, we shall all starve.' This ignored at least two things. First, it ignored the sad
truth that most people will not in fact keep God's
Law, when the contraceptive pill offers an easier
way. Secondly it ignored the glorious truth that the
human race cannot increase without end, since our
Lord will come again, and put an end to history.
Thirty-seven years of silent 'schism' within the
Church during which a whole generation of Catholics
has come to maturity and married. Some may only
have heard of God's Law concerning marriage when
it was derided in the secular press, or denied by
some 'prominent' Catholic. But the Church's faith
remains unchanged and unchangeable. As the
Psalmist says of the Holy City:
God is in the midst thereof, it shall not be moved.
In the Bible it is not thirty-seven years but forty that
is the time of testing. Moses tells Israel that God led
them through the desert for this period:
To prove thee, that the things that were in thy heart
might be made known, whether thou wouldst keep
his commandments or not.
A number of schisms broke out among the Israelites
during that time. The most dramatic was that led by
Korah, which ended with the ground opening up and
swallowing him and his family, with all their possessions. Later on, the people blamed God and Moses
for the fatigues of the journey, and were punished by
fiery serpents. Then just before the entrance into the
Promised Land, many Israelites were 'initiated to
Beelphegor', a religion involving a mixture of impurity and idolatry, and 24,000 died as a result.
As the fortieth year draws close for us, there is perhaps a similar reason for the 'desert' through which
the Church has been passing. Our Lord is 'testing'
Catholics, to see who will be faithful to His commandments. Not all those who escaped from Egypt
entered the Promised Land, but only those who
loved God and who showed it by being obedient,
patient and chaste. How many of the baptized will
enter Heaven? Only God knows: but He has shown
us the way to come there.
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Sinner Admonishes Sinner
Fr Fausto Gomez OP

It is fashionable nowadays to be “politically correct,”
that is, to say what others want to hear regardless of
truth, justice and solidarity, which are with freedom
the great social values. Thus, for some – or many –
among us, it is not “politically correct” to admonish
sinners. Why complicate our life? It is not my concern! He or she knows what to do, anyway.

criticize or admonish them; second, we do it out of
fraternal love; third, our correction is rooted in humility, and fourth, our neighbor’s moral fault is true and
not the result of suspicion or rumor-mongering.
When we are obliged to judge others, to make corrections, we do it, then, truthfully, humbly, charitably,
and exceptionally! (Martin Descalzo).

St Augustine questions us: “You do not care about
the wounds of your brother?” Sin really hurts! The
Bishop of Hippo sentences: “By keeping silent you
are worse than he is by committing sin.”

If we love others and they feel loved by us, they will
accept our correction: “Nothing moves to love than
to feel loved.” Moreover, as some authors underline,
our humble and fraternal correction to the other may
lead us to become more aware of our own faults and
more committed to erase them.

Fraternal correction is a precept and obliges all, including sinners, that is, all of us! Is it proper for a
sinner to admonish another sinner? The Fathers of
the Church answer in the positive, but caution us to
be careful and not fall into the temptation of considering ourselves “holier and wiser than thou”! Often
we commit the faults we are accusing others of. In
these cases, St Thomas Aquinas advises: We do
not condemn the other but together weep and help
each other to repent.
How to admonish sinners properly? Benedict M.
Ashley answers wisely: “To make such a fraternal
correction one must have certitude of the fault, a real
necessity for the correction, a suitable opportunity to
speak with the person, and a real possibility of the
correction having a good effect.” Christian tradition
recommends a fraternal correction which is
“charitable, patient, humble, prudent, discreet, and
ordered” (A Royo-Marin). The correction to a brother
or sister must be done in the first place in secret (Mt
18:15): he or she has a right to a good name.

On the other hand, merciful charity urges us to accept proper fraternal correction from others:
“Whoever rejects discipline wins poverty and scorn;
for anyone who accepts correction: honor” (Pr
13:18). We will accept the corrections of our brothers and sisters because they love us.
(Excerpted from article published in
O Clarim on Nov 4, 2016) (Link)
FAUSTO GOMEZ BERLANA, OP, is a Spanish Dominican (born in El Oso, Avila, Spain: December 4, 1937). He
was ordained priest on June 14, 1962 at St. Dominic’s
Church in Washington, D. C. He holds a Licentiate in Theology (1963) from the Dominicans’ Pontifical Faculty of
Theology in Washington, D. C., and an M. A. in Philosophy (1975) and a Doctorate in Theology (1971) from the
University of Santo Tomas, Manila. He has also taken
postgraduate courses in bioethics at Loyola University in
St. Louis, Missouri. (Summer, 1990 and 1991).

Pope Francis teaches us that one cannot admonish
another without love or charity. Moreover, the Argentinian Pope adds: one can help another to grow by
aiding him recognize the objective evil of his or her
actions, but without judging his or her responsibility
and culpability (cf EG 172).

Fr. Gomez has worked at the University of Santo Tomas,
Manila for forty four years (since 1965) as a Professor
and an Administrator. As professor, he has taught in the
University of Santo Tomas and in other theological institutions of Manila Fundamental Moral Theology, Grace, Virtues, Justice, Social Doctrine of the Church, and Bioethics.

When and how to admonish or criticize others then?
There are two kinds of criticism or judgment: negative (to destroy) and immoral, and positive (to improve) or ethical. The qualities of positive criticism
are: first, we usually praise others and exceptionally,

At present, Fr. Gomez is professor emeritus at the Catholic University of Saint Joseph in Macao, China, and professor at the University of Santo Tomas, Manila, Philippines. He is a member of the Pontifical Academy for Life,
the Society of Catholic Social Scientists, and the Editorial
Board of the (USA) National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly.
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Cardinal Müller Suggests Pope Francis Appoint Group of
Cardinals to Debate His Critics
Edward Pentin
and foundation of its unity and communion in Jesus
Christ is the current pope, Francis, and all bishops in
full communion with him,” he said.
The Vatican has not commented on the filial correction of Pope Francis, in which 62 priests and lay
scholars accused the Holy Father of propagating
seven heretical positions.
The signatories of the correction decided to publicize
the very rare procedure after receiving no response
from the Pope, who received the document on Aug.
11.
They cited in particular Amoris Laetitia, and “other
words, deeds and omissions,” saying the Pope had
helped spread seven grave errors about “marriage,
the moral life, and the reception of the sacraments.”
To resolve the impasse between Pope Francis and
those who have grave reservations about his teaching, Cardinal Gerhard Müller has proposed that one
solution to this “serious situation” could be for the
Holy Father to appoint a group of cardinals that
would begin a “theological disputation” with his critics.
In comments to the Register Sept. 26, the prefect
emeritus of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith said such an initiative could be conducted with
“some prominent representatives” of the dubia, as
well as the filial correction which was made public on
Sunday.
Cardinal Müller said a theological disputation, a formalized method of debate designed to uncover and
establish truths in theology, would be specifically
about “the different and sometimes controversial interpretations of some statements in Chapter 8 of
Amoris Laetitia” — Francis’ apostolic exhortation on
marriage and the family.
The Church needs “more dialogue and reciprocal
confidence” rather than “polarization and polemics,”
he continued, adding that the Successor of St. Peter
“deserves full respect for his person and divine mandate, and on the other hand his honest critics deserve a convincing answer.”
“We must avoid a new schism and separations from
the one Catholic Church, whose permanent principle

The clergy and scholars “respectfully” insisted that
Pope Francis condemn the heresies that he has directly or indirectly upheld, and that he teach the truth
of the Catholic faith in its integrity.
The official Vatican response has been not to answer the initiative, nor attempt to address the substantive issues raised in the correction.
The Register has learned that senior officials believe
a response is not warranted, partly because they
say it has been signed by only a relatively small
number of Catholics they consider not to be major
names, and because one of them is Bishop Bernard
Fellay, superior general of the Society of St. Pius X,
whom they view as a renegade in charge of a priestly fraternity not in full communion with Rome.
(Despite their best efforts to ignore it, the Vatican
was nevertheless forced to respond obliquely to the
correction on Sept. 25, after reports circulated that
the Vatican may have blocked access to the filial
correction website on its staff computers. It turned
out the site itself was accessible, but not one of its
pages where people can sign on to the initiative.
The Vatican ascribed this to a firewall that is automatically triggered to prevent access to immoral
websites or view certain kinds of advertising. Holy
See Press Office director Greg Burke said “only
when it tries taking you to another page, a ‘parked
(Continued on next page)
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Debate Proposed
(Continued from previous page)

domain’ does the filter kick in. Normal filters at work,
like any company has on its computers.”
“You can’t really imagine we would do this [block the
website] for a letter with 60 names,” he joked to the
Italian newspaper Il Giornale.)
The overall silence is in keeping with the Pope’s and
the Vatican’s response to five other major initiatives,
including the dubia issued by four cardinals just over
a year ago in which they posed five questions aimed
at clarifying ambiguities in Amoris Laetitia.
Those concerned about the Pope’s teaching, however, maintain that these matters are of fundamental
importance to the Church.
Douglas Farrow, professor of Christian Thought in
the School of Religious Studies at McGill University
in Montreal, said “whatever one thinks of the wisdom
or timing of this ‘filial correction,’ or even of the issues with which it deals, it cannot be denied that in
substance it is solid and that the matters it raises are
of fundamental importance.”
Farrow, who did not sign the correction but in April
took part in a conference in Rome of lay scholars
who appealed for clarity on Amoris Laetitia, said the
issues are so serious they require the “concerted
attention of the pontiff and of the entire episcopate.”
Robert Royal, president of the Faith and Reason
Institute, said it’s been pointed out before that Pope
St. John Paul II and Benedict XVI faced similar
Church divisions, but he said those popes were
“more inclusive” in their papal response.
“I wouldn’t know how to counsel the Vatican about
this,” Royal said, “but giving some sign that those
who adhere to what were Church teachings until just
a few years ago are respected and heard might help
establish that much touted dialogue we’re always
being told to pursue.”
But Royal also acknowledged that the inclusion of
Bishop Fellay among the signers of the filial document had been problematic. “No disrespect to him,”
he said, “but it complicated everything.” (See Bishop
Fellay's reasons for signing it here).

Some reports wrongly portrayed the filial correction
as the one which the two remaining “dubia cardinals”
— Raymond Burke and Walter Brandmüller — have
pledged to carry out, and wondered why they were
not among the signatories.
But the organizers stressed this was not the correction the cardinals are planning to enact because
Cardinal Burke has communicated that is something
cardinals will do themselves, as a “fraternal correction” rather than a “filial” one, if Pope Francis remains silent on the dubia.
The filial correction “has been undertaken independently from the ongoing communications of Cardinal Brandmüller and myself, and the late Cardinals
Caffarra and Meisner, to the Holy Father regarding
the dubia,” Cardinal Burke told the Register.
“Therefore, the fact that my name does not appear
on the filial correction has no meaning.”
Professor Joseph Shaw, spokesman for the filial correction initiative, told the Register Sept. 25 that the
organizers “deliberately didn't involve the dubia cardinals because we wanted an independent initiative.”
For most Catholics, however, the accusations
against the Pope are unlikely to garner much attention because they lack a sufficient knowledge of their
faith, according to Royal.
“Many Catholics on several continents don’t have
the slightest knowledge or understanding of the basics of the faith,” said Royal. “The Church has a
huge evangelical task ahead that will not be bridged
by speaking of mercy and dialogue alone.”
“For most people,” Royal added, “I’m afraid this controversy will fly over their heads, other than to confirm their impression that there’s nothing really solid
and uncontroversial in Catholic teaching anyway.”
As of writing and since the correction was published
on Sunday, 17 more priests and professors have put
their names to the filial correction, including that of
Bishop emeritus Rene Henry Gracida, 94, of Corpus
Christi, Texas, taking the total number to 79.
Edward Pentin writes for the
National Catholic Register (Link)
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Additional Resources

Ecce Homo - A Blackfriars Gallery Exhibition
Devotional Expressions of Hardship and Healing in
the Americas

Pope Francis










Encyclical Lumen Fidei (Link)
Encyclical Laudato Si’ (Link)
Exhortation Amoris Lætitia (Link)
The Holy See (Link)
Vatican Radio (Link)
Vatican Information Service (Link)
L’Osservatore Romano (Link)
Fides News Agency (Link)
CDF on Communion for Divorced-Remarried (Link)

Western Province
 Preaching Blog (Link)
 Student Blog (Link)
 Novice Blog (Link)


The Internet Archive, digital books online (Link)

- Dominican Supplies


Opening day reception - Sunday, October 15, 2017,
2-4 pm
All are welcome to join us for the reception in the
Blackfriars Gallery on our campus. Light refreshments will be served.
This collection of Spanish Colonial and Mexican traditional and folk artwork is comprised of pieces that
had been collected over the years by the late Michael Morris, OP.

St Dominic’s Store (Link)

would have had little or no formal training. As such,
these three pieces present a window into the passion of Jesus and his Mother as seen and experienced by local people.
The items in this exhibition belong to the Blackfriars
Institute for Religion and the Arts, a ministry of the
Western Dominican Province. It was curated by
members of the governing board of Blackfriars Institute – Christopher Renz, OP, DSPT Professor and
Academic Dean and Margaret Antonoff, DSPT
Alumna.

One of the goals of this exhibit is to explore the
question "What is a human person?" through the
lens of religious culture and art, proposing answers
of a spiritual nature. Drawing upon the exclamation
of Pilot to the public after having Jesus scourged,
Ecce Homo (“Behold the man”), the exhibition brings
forth a fundamental aspect of the human experience
– suffering. Whether it is physical, emotional, or spiritual, suffering challenges humanity at its very core.
Three statues in this exhibit form the basis for the
title, Ecce Homo! – one depicting Jesus on donkey,
another of Jesus after being scourged, and a third
depicting Mary as the Sorrowful Mother. Such statutes were usually created by local artisans who
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The Narrow Way
Yen. John Wall, O.S.F., 1679

Born of a Lancashire gentleman s family, he received the
habit of St. Francis at Douay in 1651, being then thirtytwo years of age. He entered on the English Mission,
1656, and labored successfully for twelve years. At the
breaking out of the Gates Plot he was apprehended, and,
refusing to take the oath of allegiance, was imprisoned in
Worcester gaol. Of his sentiments then he writes:
"Imprisonment in these times, when none can send to
their friends or their friends come to them, is the best
means to teach us how to put our confidence in God
alone in all things, and then He will make His promise
good that all things shall be added unto us (Luke xii. 31),
which chapter, if every one would read and made good
use of, a prison would be better than a palace, and a confinement for religion and a good conscience sake more
pleasant than all the liberties the world could afford. As for
my own part, God give me His grace and all faithful Christians their prayers; I am happy enough. We all ought to
follow the narrow way, though there be many difficulties in
it. It is an easy thing to run the blind way of liberty, but
God deliver us from all broad, sweet ways."
How narrow is the gate and straight the way that leadeth
to life, and few there are that find it. MATT. vii. 14.
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Can You Believe It?
Fr John Speekman
Modern man has a great love – the mind; or more
exactly – his own mind.

creation whose horizons have shrunk to what they
can understand and control.

The mind of modern man is sacred territory on which
no other person may set foot and which he defends
with powerful sentinels called opinions. Within this
territory he dwells secure, luxuriating in the confidence his impenetrable fortifications afford him.
Should an enemy approach, a piece of clear logic, a
reasoned argument, or merely a wise thought, he
can simply direct one of his innumerable sentries to
completely disarm the invader with an invincible: But
in MY opinion...

Today is the Feast of Corpus Christi; the Body and
Blood of the Lord. As I sat down to prepare a homily
I was struck by the awful truth that some of you
would not accept a single word I said. During Mass
this nags at me, tugs at the edges of my consciousness – that I am celebrating the sacred mysteries for
people who don’t believe what they are celebrating.
Are you one of them?

Insulating the mind in this way from all external
threats has several wonderful spin-offs, the most
significant of which is that it enables modern man to
say: I am always right. An even more satisfying way
of putting this is: I am never wrong.
Eventually, when this liberating conviction has totally
taken charge of him he is ready for the great discovery: I can do whatever I want. And then finally,
though he will never dare to utter the words, at least
not within earshot of others, he will find himself silently mouthing, perhaps in the mirror: I am God.
An unfortunate and unavoidable negative about all
this is that the actual size of the modern mind
shrinks, and although it can vary from person to person, it is often reduced to no more than the size of a
drink coaster or even, in some rare cases, a postage
stamp. This shrinking is a necessary side effect of
reducing reality to manageable proportions by denying those bits and pieces of it which make him uncomfortable. Actually, it's all about control; if you
can't control it, it mustn't exist.
The main casualty of all this, apart from the horrible
wound he inflicts on his own dignity, is that whole
'continents' of reality are excised from his awareness, and modern man finds himself occupying a
tiny territory bordered at all points of the compass –
by modern man. He begins, as it were, to live in a
sadly impoverished world of his own creation whose
horizons have shrunk to what he can understand
and control.
All this would be sad enough if it didn't get even
worse. The same dreadful process has been taking
place in the Church. Many, many Catholics are now
living in a sadly impoverished church of their own
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We have become so infatuated with the discoveries
of science, with unproven theories which pose as
fact, with technological and medical advances which
distract us from our own vulnerable mortality that we
have let go of the divinely revealed truths for which
Christ died. We no longer walk the narrow way of
faith in the footsteps of the Lord, but a wide, easy
path laid out for us by man – by blind guides!
Betty doesn't believe in angels; John doesn't believe
in hell; George won't accept indulgences; Mildred
doesn't like the teaching on contraception; Fr Rupert
rejects adoration of the Blessed Sacrament; while
Fred rejects the Sacrament of Confession. But they
all vehemently proclaim themselves to be good
Catholics!
To be honest, I don't understand. What I do know is
that they all live in a funny little church which is no
longer capable of offering salvation. It's just a figment of their imagination. If they did what those who
were unable to accept the 'hard saying' of the Lord
did and just walked away, at least we would know
who it is that we have to evangelize.
Science cannot touch the mystery which today the
Catholic Church celebrates; bread which at the consecrating words of the priest, becomes God – the
Bread of Life. Bread which becomes God. Can you
believe it?
As the Sequence for today's Mass proclaims: This
faith to Christian men is given - / Bread is made
flesh by words from heaven: / Into his blood the wine
is turned: / What though it baffles nature's powers /
Of sense and sight? This faith of ours / Proves more
than nature e'er discerned.
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Homily by Fr John Speekman, Feast of Corpus
Christi Year A, at Stones Will Shout (Link)
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Heralds of a Catholic Russia
A Review by Therese-Marie Williams

the most powerful apologias for the papacy – and
this by Eastern Byzantine-rite Christians – who
came to realize that the spiritual and mystical life of
the Church cannot be separated from its Petrine hierarchical structure. The Mystical Body of Christ was
incomplete without the visible head the Divine Savior
had provided for the government of His Church.
These are fascinating accounts of heroic men and
women who struggled to overcome the prejudices of
medieval anti-Latin Byzantium and 19th century
Czarism and Slavophilism against Catholicism.
There is the remarkable figure of Madam Sophie
Swetchine, exiled from the Russia she loved to gather about her Salon in Paris the Catholic intellectual
elite of France. The fascinating Jesuit Ivan Gagarin
and the Barnabite Gregory Petovitch Schouvalov felt
the object of their lives was to pray and work for the
reunion of the Russian and other Slav peoples with
the Catholic Church. They organized associations of
prayer for the reconciliation of Russian Orthodoxy
with the See of Rome.
The greatest of Russian philosophers, Vladimir Soloviev, is noted as one of the most brilliant apologists
for Catholicism with his book Russia and the Universal Church, which would influence many Russians,
some of whom are found in this work. Two heroic
martyrs for the faith, Roumanian priest Blessed Vladimire Ghika and the Russian Exarch for the little
group of Russian Catholics, and Blessed Leonid
Feodoorov, would both die in Communist gulags.
Well-known Catholic writer James Likoudis [father of
the late Catholic journalist Paul Likoudis] has written
three books and many articles dealing with CatholicEastern Orthodox relations. They examined the ecclesiology of Russian and Greek Orthodox theologians attempting to justify their centuries of separation
from full communion with the Apostolic See of
Rome.
In his latest book he gives the accounts of 10 Russian, one Rumanian, one Greek and one GreekAmerican who overcame long-standing prejudices of
families and governments, as well as serious theological misconceptions concerning the papacy, to
become Catholics. These accounts constitute one of

There is also the inspiring portrait of the brilliant
Princess Elizabeth Volkonskaia (1838-1897), who
has been termed "the woman theologian and
Church historian who inspired the Russian Catholic
movement in the XIX century." She wrote two books
defending the papacy against the historical and theological errors of Russian Orthodox theologians.
The Greek Helle Georgiadis, a teacher in England,
and the Russian Dr. Irene Posnov, living in France,
were active in publications promoting a genuine ecumenism in their countries. Helene Iswolsky taught
many years at Fordham University and Seton Hill
College, and is better known among Americans for
her books Soul of Russia and Christ in Russia as

(Continued on next page)
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Catholic Russia
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well as important articles in the ecumenical quarterly
"The Third Hour."
Russian Count George Bennigsen and James Likoudis, whose parents were Greek immigrants, expose
the fatal weaknesses in Eastern Orthodox teaching
on the Church's Infallibility. In effect, there can be no
Church infallibility without the papacy.
Chapter XIII, "On Church Unity and the Conversion
of Russia Prophesied by Our Lady of Fatima," will be
of particular interest to Catholics devoted to the
Mother of God under that title. In authentic apparitions sanctioned by the Church, Our Lady came to
three children in Portugal in 1917 with her message
of penance, the reality of hell, the need for reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the
scourge of world Communism.
It is her promise of the conversion of Russia and
consequent period of world peace that has been the
subject of fierce debate in Catholic circles. Many
writers have held that the conversion of Russia
meant only the end of the anti-Christ Soviet state
accompanied by a new birth of political and religious
freedom, or the revival of Christian faith among the
Russian people.
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It is unfortunate that certain Catholic ecumenists,
fearing to offend Russian Orthodox sensibilities,
have upheld that Our Lady prophesied only a revived Russian Orthodox Church, not the promise of
a Catholic Russia. How a Catholic Russia could possibly come about seen the centuries of anti-Catholic
prejudice and 70 years of savage persecution and
suffocation of faith under Communist atheism is admittedly difficult to envisage. But the astonishing
events of Our Lady of Fatima's apparitions, including
the miraculous "Miracle of the Sun" and the unique
role she expected the successors of Peter to play
regarding Russia, surely envisages something
equally spectacular in the future.
Mr. Likoudis presents a convincing and compelling
case for his thesis. Why should not a Catholic Russia result from the sustained ecumenical efforts encouraged by the popes and culminating in the doctrinal reconciliation of Russian Orthodoxy with Rome?
Copies of Heralds of a Catholic Russia ($19.95) can
be obtained directly from the author:
James Likoudis
P.O. Box 852
Montour Falls, NY 14865
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What Is a Man of Character?
Gustavo Solimeo
What is character? And what do we mean when we
say of someone: he is a man of character?
When we meet someone who changes principles
according to circumstances, we say he has no character. When we see someone who abandons a way
of doing things, which is recognized as good, because he does not want to suffer the least pain, we
say he has no character. When someone is weakwilled and insecure, we say that this is a person of
weak character or even without character.
On the contrary, when we witness a principled
young man who adheres to his ideals, whatever the
circumstances, even when this represents sacrifices,
we say that he is a young man of character.
So, what is character?
According to Bishop Tihamer Toth, the word character designates that state when the human will is
fixed in the good. To have character means acting in
accordance with our fundamental principles. It
means making an effort to attain a noble conception
of life.
Education plays a major role in the building of character. First, education allows us to find and develop
noble principles. Then, with good habits and effort,
we become accustomed to acting in all circumstances according to these principles.
The function of the educator is to establish firm convictions and build unshakable certainties.
This must be done in two ways, one positive, and
one negative.
The positive way is to provide the elements for the
formation of these convictions and the fundamentals
of these certainties through study and habits.
The negative way is to eliminate the obstacles that
hinder these convictions and certainties.
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What are the obstacles facing young people today?
The obstacles of our day can be summed up in one
word: Relativism.
Relativism, as its name suggests, repudiates any
truth or absolute value.
The world today is immersed in the culture of relativism. We no longer have certainties or values on
which to base ourselves. Relativism causes us to
lose our points of reference. Right and wrong are
only vague concepts that vary from person to person, according to the circumstances and place.
The dictatorship of relativism is embedded in all
fields:
•Philosophical relativism teaches that there is neither truth nor error; no beauty or ugliness;
•Moral relativism claims there is neither good nor
evil;
•Religious relativism affirms there is no true religion, all religions are equal. Even atheism is of
equal worth;
•Social relativism holds that it does not matter if
couples are married. Marriage is no longer the
union of a man and a woman, but it may be that
of two persons of the same sex;
•Cultural relativism takes the denial of reality to the
extreme. “Gender theory,” for example, denies
the very biological fact that individuals are born
male or female.
All these manifestations of relativism dominate the
education of young people from an early age. They
all prevent a man from becoming a man of character.
--At the graduation ceremony of the American TFP’s
Sedes Sapientiae Institute, Mr. Gustavo Solimeo
delivered the opening remarks. The June 3 event
was held at the TFP headquarters in Spring Grove,
Penn. Mr. Solimeo, an Institute instructor, discussed
what it means to be a man of character. (Link)
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All the Reasons of Professor Seifert, Fired For Too Much Fidelity to the Church
by Claudio Pierantoni

[…] Notwithstanding the force and cogency of his
argument, Josef Seifert does not draw himself apodictically the consequences (which would be equivalent to detect a material heresy), but rather leaves it
to the Pope to reflect about such a grave matter.
What could be thought of as more humble and respectful?
Now, precisely his article has led Archbishop of Granada Martínez to affirm that: “the article recently
published by Professor Josef Seifert […] damages
the communion of the Church, confuses the faith of
the faithful, and sows distrust toward the successor
of Peter, which, in the end, does not serve the truth
of faith, but, rather, the interests of the world.”
With all due respect, I think that, by affirming this,
Archbishop Martínez displays a truly surprising naiveté in his consideration of the present situation of
the Church. Surprising, indeed, because he certainly
is not only a high prelate, but also a highly educated
person.
First of all, in order to affirm that someone is
“damaging the communion of the Church” in some
matter, one must previously assume that some kind
of communion, regarding the subject we are discussing, actually exists in the Church. Now, what
bishop, what priest, what educated and informed
person in the Catholic Church today is unaware that
there exists no subject at present more disputed and
submerged in such horrifying confusion as this one?
In which matter, I ask, is “the faith of the faithful”
more confused by the most contradictory voices as a
consequence of the publication of “Amoris Laetitia”?
Someone could object that the confusion already
existed before AL: yes, but the huge problem with
AL is that relativistic currents of thought and
“situation ethics”, which the previous three Popes
had tried hard to stop, have now surreptitiously entered the pages of an official papal document.
Things have thus reached the point that one of the
most outstanding and lucid defenders of the previous Magisterium during more than three decades,
personally supported and encouraged in his philosophical enterprise by St. John Paul II as one of his

most precious allies in the defense of the infallible
moral doctrine of the Church, Josef Seifert, is now
dismissed and treated as an enemy of the communion of the same Church.
Equally unjustified and naïve, I think, is the affirmation that Seifert “sows distrust toward the successor
of Peter.” Archbishop Martínez seems to be unaware of what is as evident as what we said before:
by allowing into an official document affirmations
that are contradictory to essential points of the previous Magisterium, and of the millenary doctrine of the
Church, Pope Francis has directly thrown upon himself the utter distrust of an immense number of faithful Catholics. The disastrous consequence is that
distrust is thereby thrown, in the minds of many, upon the Papacy itself.
So, what is the real cause of this distrust? Can it really be Josef Seifert’s solid and consistent effort to
oppose the error of situation ethics, a commitment to
which he has devoted almost his entire life and that
of the institution he founded, in faithful service to the
Church and to the Word of God? Or must it not be
due to the fact that this very error, contrary to the
whole Christian tradition (a tradition so recently reaffirmed in an Encyclical as solemn and important as
“Veritatis Splendor”) has now been allowed to creep
into a papal document?
In the third place, we must make clear that AL’s suggestion on this topic (namely that objective adulterers could now in some cases not be considered objective adulterers) can in noway be considered true
Magisterium, even though it appears on the pages of
a magisterial document. To suppose that it could, I
think, would be to assume a rather mechanical and
oversimplified concept of the Magisterium: namely,
that something is “being taught” by a Pope, only because it appears, in someway or other, in an Apostolic Exhortation.
In fact, there is clear evidence in the Exhortation itself and in the subsequent actions of Pope Francis,
that this is not the case. At the very beginning, AL
clearly states that “not all discussions of doctrinal,
moral or pastoral issues need to be settled by inter(Continued on next page)
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Fired
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ventions of the magisterium. Unity of teaching and
practice is certainly necessary in the Church, but this
does not preclude various ways of interpreting some
aspects of that teaching or drawing certain consequences from it. […] Each country or region, moreover, can seek solutions better suited to its culture
and sensitive to its traditions and local needs. For
cultures are in fact quite diverse and every general
principle... needs to be inculturated, if it is to be respected and applied” (AL 3, my emphasis).
Now, precisely since our topic is the crucial question
which the Pope foresees is bound to be called into
discussion, it is clear that in order to avoid discussion about the orthodoxy of his proposal, he presents it in an indirect and “discreet” way. This is so
true, that he explicitly recognizes that what is here
proposed may legitimately be substituted by
“another way of interpreting some aspects of that
teaching or drawing certain consequences of it”.
Now, this is of course very different from anything
that could be considered a “magisterial teaching”:
not only does a statement like this preclude any attempt to considering AL’s doctrine an infallible
teaching, but it also precludes considering it even as
authentic magisterium, at least in those parts that
present novelties or even contradictions to the previous Magisterium.
Consistently with this statement of AL 3, the Pope
has not offered any objections to the declarations of
those bishops who have pleaded their fidelity to
"Veritatis Splendor" and "Familiaris Consortio", as in
Poland, USA, Canada and Argentina. Archbishop

To become a Catholic is not to leave off thinking,
but to learn how to think. It is so in exactly the same
sense in which to recover from palsy is not to leave
off moving but to learn how to move. The Catholic
convert has for the first time a starting point for
straight and strenuous thinking. He has for the first
time a way of testing the truth in any question that
he raises.
Hilaire Belloc, “Foreword” to G.K. Chesterton, The
Catholic Church and Conversion. New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1950, 9.

Martínez says that: “The Diocese of Granada has
adopted, from the very beginning, the application of
the pontifical text prepared by the Bishops of the Region of Buenos Aires, recognized by the Holy Father”. Very good: but this has been his decision: other bishops have made the opposite decision, and
have not been censured by the Pope. It is true that
in his letter to the bishops of Buenos Aires the Pope
states that “there is no other interpretation”; but in
fact he has accepted the existence of other interpretations and has not censured them, consistently with
what he had affirmed in AL 3.
So, what we are witnessing here is an attempt to
“magisterialize” the proposal of AL chapter VIII,
which is contrary to the evidence offered by AL itself,
and to the course of action of the Pope himself. It
should be noted that Martínez is following here the
course proposed by Argentinian Archbishop Víctor
Manuel Fernández in his recent article: Archbishop
Fernández assumes that this proposal is an act of
the Magisterium, and tries to confirm this by quoting
the same letter of the Pope to the Buenos Aires
bishops, thus implicitly assuming that this letter is an
additional act of the Magisterium.
I reply: a letter that merely confirms the reception
of a proposal, that cannot in itself present the credentials of the magisterial, cannot, for the same reason, be magisterium. It is merely a confirmation of
the mind of the Pope on this matter. But what the
Pope thinks or says is very far from being, "ipso facto", magisterial. There must be, clearly expressed,
an intention of authoritatively teaching, and not of
suggesting only one possible interpretation as is explicitly said in AL 3. Furthermore, there must also be,
of course, a clear harmony and coherence with the
rest of the Magisterium.
In this sense it is completely true to affirm, with the
so-called “orthodox interpretation of AL”, that even
suspending our judgement on whether the Pope as
a person has fallen into error, no interpretation contrary to previous solemn and ordinary teaching of the
Church may be correctly extracted from the document.

(Continued on next page)
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What we would like to add, however, is that although
the true Magisterium of the Church can never itself
be altered by what a Pope personally thinks and
says, because it rests on Jesus Christ’s promise and
protection, still, an erroneous personal opinion of the
Pope can have devastating effects, mainly because
many people, at all levels, will inevitably tend to
make a confusion between “Magisterium” and “what
the Pope says”.
This is precisely what is happening today with the
dismissal of Prof. Seifert from the International
Academy of Philosophy in Granada. Here, in fact,
the Archbishop of Granada is officially persecuting a
most orthodox Catholic thinker, precisely on the assumption that “what the Pope says” in AL chapter
VIII is an act of the Magisterium. For, evidently, to
criticize the Pope for something that he says as a
private person could not in the least suffice for the
accusation of “damaging the communion of the
Church, confusing the faith of the faithful, and sowing distrust toward the successor of Peter”.

lic Church, because of grave errors that have managed to creep into a papal document.
So, now, not only can someone who is a public adulterer in Philadelphia automatically become, having
moved to Chicago, a good Catholic who does “what
God asks of him”, but, as Pure Logic dictates in consequence, a thinker who is a faithful defender of orthodoxy in Vaduz, can be punished in Granada as a
menace to ecclesiastical communion and an enemy
of the Pope.
But this, of course, could not happen without the
Pope himself actively contributing to the confusion
between the Magisterium and his private opinions.
In the light of this, it is all the more necessary and
urgent that some kind of “formal”, or, maybe better,
“filial” correction to the Pope, finally appear. And
may God grant the Holy Father an open heart to
hear it.
Sandro Magister’s Blog (Link)

So, Josef Seifert is not simply one more of the list of
orthodox thinkers discriminated against for their orthodoxy. Of such people we could find many examples in the Church, not only in the past four
years, but also in the past decades. Rather we have
here something more: not a simple discrimination
(which would need some kind of pretext to hide its
true motives), but an official persecution based on a
papal document. It would be hard, in modern Church
history, to find another example of this. We would
have rather to go back to the ancient christological
controversies, when entire and vital sections of the
Church – sometimes including the Papacy – were
captured by heresy and thus persecuted the orthodox.
In conclusion, even while we criticize Granada’s
Archbishop for the unjust punishment he has inflicted upon Prof. Seifert, we must in a sense also be
grateful to him. By officially punishing a Catholic
thinker for the sole crime of being orthodox, he unwittingly confirms, and throws into clear relief, the
practical schism we are suffering from in the Catho-

Truth Be Told 54

When Shaw accused Chesterton of trying to be
both Don Quixote and Sancho Panza at the same
time, Chesterton agreed. According to Chesterton,
the Catholic position is not Shaw’s pure reason, or
the pure faith that Shaw assumed forms Catholicism, but reason guided by faith, and faith founded
on reason. Sancho Panza and Don Quixote are two
halves of a whole, not opposites.
What matters is truth, not a predetermined position.
As Chesterton explained to Shaw, “[A]nybody but
you could see that the combination of these two
extremes forms the Catholic standpoint. You might
almost have been quoting me when you said that
the Catholic standpoint is that there is no standpoint.”
Louis Biancolli, ed., “Shaw-Chesterton,” The Book
of Great Conversations. New York: Simon and
Schuster, 1948, 501-503, 504, as quoted in "Red
Star Over Bethlehem", a manuscript of Michael
Greaney, expected to be published in 2018.
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From the Chapters

Holy Rosary, Portland
On August 27 we welcomed 7 new Inquirers who will
be starting Initial Formation this year. Our chapter
has been growing so much we are having to move
to a different meeting space and will now meet in
Aquinas Hall instead of Siena Hall both for our
Chapter and Council meetings.
We will be having Suffrages on September 9 for Deceased Benefactors of the Dominican order by attending 8:00 a.m. Mass followed by the Rosary and
Office for the Dead.
The Chapter participated in the parish celebration for
the Feast of St. Dominic by attending a special Mass

followed by a reception on the evening of August 4.
Normally this happens on the Sunday before this
feast but was moved to Friday because the Sunday
was the Feast of the Transfiguration.
We thank Fr Dismas Sayrer OP for his faithful service as our Spiritual Director these past couple of
years. He was transferred to the Shrine of St. Jude
in California. We have asked Fr Vincent Kelber OP
to be our new Spiritual Director and are awaiting approval from the Provincial Promoter.
For Ongoing Formation we wrapped up our study of
the four Cardinal Virtues with "Prudence" on August
27 will be studying Truth/Veritas beginning in September. We also are continuing with a short biography of a Dominican Saint and some excerpts from
the "Catechism of the Catholic Church" that relate to
the month's study topic.
Initial Formation will be studying the following books:
"St Dominic" by Sr Jean Dorcy OP
"St Dominic's Family" by Sr Jean Dorcy OP
"Beatitudes" by Simon Tugwell
"Life of St Catherine of Siena" by Bl Raymond of
Capua OP
"Dialogue" of St Catherine of Siena
Mass Intentions:
Fr Gerald Buckley OP died while the brethren were
singing the Salve on August 15th, Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady. We are grateful to Fr. Dismas
for his religious assistance and direction. Suzie
King's mother, Leonie Everett passed away, Christine Garcin was hospitalized after an episode on the
Feast of St Dominic, while visiting family in California, Fr. Paul Duffner has been in hospital with old
age complications. He is now back in his apartment
at Calaroga. Ed Gustafson's sister Marie and his
son, Scott both passed away recently. Ed has
helped us with Thanksgiving baskets for years We
have had masses said for all of these and mailed the
cards and ask for continued prayers for them.
Roberta Powell OPL
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The Chapters
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St Dominic, San Diego
Tchau Fr. Serpa!
St. Dominic chapter of San Diego was one of the
unfortunate chapters to experience the closing of the
local Dominican house and to lose their beloved friar/religious advisor, Fr Vincent Serpa OP. In 2007
while meeting a core group of us to pray the rosary
with him each week, Fr suggested the formation of a
third order chapter for consideration. At the time, he
had been elected as the RA for the LPC of the western Dominican province and it seemed the timing
was a match made in heaven. Five core members
were professed after the requirements were met and
soon our sixth member professed which allowed us
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to become a fully-fledged chapter. He was also the
beloved chaplain at Catholic Answers for 17 years –
long before any of us had become acquainted with
him. Therefore, the loss has been two-fold for the
handful of us left at the apostolate. Thank goodness
for Skype and seeing Father on the big screen
makes us feel all is right with the world at least for a
brief time each month.
Thank you, Father, for the guidance, instruction and
love you poured out upon us – your spirit remains
within the depths of our hearts!
Kathy Stone
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So let us remain with Jesus, the eternal and
incarnate Wisdom. Apart from him, there is
nothing but aimless wandering, untruth and
death. "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the
life" (Jn. 14:6). Now let us see the effects of
Wisdom in souls.
The Love of Eternal Wisdom, St. Louis de Montfort

Mary, our mother
And mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven and Star of the sea,
Come to the aid of your people,
Who have sinned,
Yet also yearn to rise again!
Come to the Church’s aid,
Enlighten your devoted children,
Strengthen the faithful throughout the world,
Let those who have drifted
Hear your call,
And may they who live as prisoners of evil
Be converted!

“Frequently he made a special personal petition that God would deign to grant him a genuine charity, effective in caring for and obtaining
the salvation of men. For he believed that only
then would he be truly a member of Christ,
when he had given himself totally for the salvation of men, just as the Lord Jesus, the Savior of all, had offered himself completely for
our salvation. So, for this work, after a lengthy
period of careful and provident planning, he
founded the Order of Friars Preachers.”
Libellus de principiis O.P. Office of Readings, Aug 8

Pope John Paul II

Contact Truth Be Told
mark.gross.op@gmail.com
1605 N Eagle Creek Way
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on or around the first bimonthly, by email and web
(http://oplaitywest.org/newsletters). Deadline for contributions is one week before the end of the month (but
preferably by the 15th of the prior month).
Editor – Mark Gross

Let us, then, not light the lamp by
contemplation and action, only to put
it under a bushel - that lamp, I mean,
which is the enlightening word of
knowledge - lest we be condemned
for restricting by the letter the incomprehensible power of wisdom. Rather
let us place it upon the lampstand of
holy Church, on the heights of true
contemplation, where it may kindle
for all men the light of divine teaching.
-St. Maximus the Confessor
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Submissions to the Editor
Readers are encouraged to contribute letters or articles, in particular presentations made at chapter meetings. We cannot guarantee that all will be published,
and we reserve the right to edit submissions. The purpose of sharing submissions is to pass on relevant information and suggestions for proclaiming the Good
News of the Gospel according to the charism of St.
Dominic, and in accord with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
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